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 House of Assembly 

BERMUDA HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 
 

OFFICIAL HANSARD REPORT 
7 MAY 2010 

10:00 AM 
Sitting Number 19 of the 2009/10 Session 

 
 
[Hon. Stanley Lowe, Speaker in the Chair] 
 

PRAYERS 
 
[Prayers read by Hon. Stanley Lowe, Speaker] 
 

CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES  
12, 15, 17, 19, 22 MARCH 2010 

 
The Speaker: Minutes of the meetings of 12, 15, 17, 
19 and 22 March [2010] have been circulated. Mem-
bers will find them in their seats or on their desks. 
 Is there any objection to the confirmation of 
those sets of Minutes? 
 
[Motion carried: Minutes confirmed] 
 

MESSAGES FROM THE GOVERNOR 
 
The Speaker: There are none. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS BY THE SPEAKER 
OR MEMBER PRESIDING   

 
APOLOGY 

 
The Speaker: The Honourable T. E. Lister has sent a 
letter expressing his regrets in not being in attendance 
at the House today as he is overseas attending his 
daughter’s graduation. 
 On behalf of the House I certainly extend 
hearty congratulations. We can understand why he 
would not want to be in the House this morning. That 
is, Mr. T. E. Lister from Sandys South. 
 

REPORT OF STANDING ORDERS COMMITTEE  
 

REPORT OF RULES AND PRIVILEGES COMMIT-
TEE CONCERNING NEW STANDING ORDERS  

 
The Speaker: Friday, 7 May, Report of the Rules and 
Privileges Committee concerning the new Standing 
Orders.  

TO: The Members of the Honourable House 
of Assembly. The Standing Orders Committee has the 
honour to submit the following Report: 

You will recall that at the close of the last ses-
sion, new Standing Orders were provisionally ac-

cepted and it was agreed that they would become ef-
fective for this Session of House. 

Members should also recall that the new 
Standing Orders made provision for oral Questions to 
be asked following Ministers’ Statements. 

To that end, the Standing Orders Committee 
met during the Spring Recess to agree a set of Guide-
lines for such questions. 

As Chair of the Standing Orders Committee, it 
is my duty today to inform Members of the Guidelines 
that will be in force for the Question Period. 

Guidelines for Question Period: Under the 
new Standing Orders, Members may ask questions 
without notice in the following two cases: 

1. Where the questions arise out of Ministerial 
Statements; and 

2. Where the questions are on matters of “ur-
gent public importance.” 

Members who wish to ask questions on these 
grounds should notify the Speaker/Clerk as early as 
possible that he or she intends to seek to ask such 
questions. 

Ministers should not be expected to provide 
information of a factual nature without notice and if the 
Speaker so determines that this is the case, then any 
such Question(s) will be subject to the Notice provi-
sions.  

Any Minister who, with the concurrence of the 
Speaker on the grounds that he or she needs to con-
sult and obtain the necessary factual information, de-
fers [answering a] Question will be expected to pro-
vide such information during the next Question Period.  

1. (a) The question must arise directly from 
the contents of the Ministerial Statement and be di-
rected to the Minister concerned. 

1. (b) Statements must be given to the 
Speaker by 5 p.m. the day before the meeting and 
distributed to Members at the time the Minister rises to 
speak. 

1. (c) Questions must be short and to the 
point and framed in the following terms: e.g., “With 
respect to the matter raised by the Minister in his/her 
Statement the member may quote the relevant por-
tions, would the Honourable Minister please (in-
form/tell/clarify) for this Honourable House etc.” or 
other acceptable variations thereon. 

1. (d) Any member who asks a question is 
permitted two follow-up supplementary questions. 
(The question of other members being permitted fol-
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low up Questions on the same subject will be at the 
discretion of the Speaker.) 

2. (a) What qualifies as a matter of “urgent 
public importance” is at the discretion of the Speaker. 

2. (b) Any such Question allowed under this 
Guideline must be framed (or aimed) at determining 
Government’s position or policy in respect of the mat-
ter concerned; and 

2. (c) Be directed at the Minister [or Junior 
Minister] under whose portfolio responsibility for the 
matter lies. 

2. (d) Any member who asks a question is 
permitted two follow-up supplementary questions.  
(The question of other members being permitted will, 
of course, be at the discretion of the Speaker). 

Over time, based on the Questions that arise 
and the Decisions that are made, a body of precedent 
will emerge that will help to shape and refine these 
and future guidelines.  
 All of which is respectfully submitted, Hon. S. 
W. Lowe, OBE, JP, MP; Hon. H. K. E. Swan, JP, MP; 
Mr. J. Barritt, JP, MP; Premier, Dr. the Hon. E. F. 
Brown, JP, MP; Hon. Dame J.M. Smith, DBE, JP, 
DhumL, MP; and Ms. L. F. Foggo, JP, MP, members 
of that Committee.  

And they will, in turn, make certain that they 
sign this report. They should have gotten it earlier, but 
they will do so. 
 I know that was a little lengthy. We will make 
certain to circulate copies of that Report. 
 

MESSAGES FROM THE SENATE 
 
The Speaker: There are none. 
 

PAPERS AND OTHER  
COMMUNICATIONS TO THE HOUSE 

 
The Speaker: I am just going to wait to give the Pre-
mier an opportunity to get into his seat. Communica-
tions to the House, Mr. Premier. 

I recognise the Honourable Member, Mr. 
Premier.  
 
TRANSPORT CONTROL DEPARTMENT 2008 AN-

NUAL REPORT  
 
Dr. the Hon. Ewart Frederick Brown: Good morning. 
 Mr. Speaker, the Transport Control Depart-
ment 2008 Annual Report. I have the honour to attach 
and submit for the information of the Honourable 
House of Assembly, the Transport Control Depart-
ment 2008 Annual Report. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Mr. Premier. 
 Any further communications to the House?  
 We will move on. 
 

PETITIONS  
 
The Speaker: There are none. 
 

STATEMENTS BY MINISTERS AND 
OTHER JUNIOR MINISTERS  

 
The Speaker: I recognise the Honourable Member, 
Dr. Brown.  

Mr. Premier has the floor. 
 

BERMUDA’S AIRCRAFT REGISTRY 
 
Dr. the Hon. Ewart Frederick Brown: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I would like to present four Min-
isterial Statements. The first one concerns Bermuda’s 
Aircraft Registry.  
 Mr. Speaker, in 1999 the Bermuda Depart-
ment of Civil Aviation, under the authority of an en-
trustment from the United Kingdom, entered into an 
agreement with the Russian Aviation Authority to un-
dertake certain safety regulatory oversight functions of 
aircraft which are registered in Bermuda and operated 
under lease by Russian Airlines. 
 Notwithstanding the workability of the ar-
rangements that have been in place for over 11 years, 
the United Kingdom Department for Transport (DFT), 
through His Excellency the Governor, has informed us 
that it is apparently not in possession of sufficient de-
tails on the arrangements between Bermuda and 
Russia to be sure that these are well founded and un-
derstood. 
 Mr. Speaker, the DFT claims that it is not 
clear how problems are addressed and which respon-
sibilities are transferred under the agreement and 
which remain with Bermuda. The UK Government has 
advised us that in their opinion, “Bermuda is conduct-
ing a revenue raising business.” And “DFT in London 
would find it hard to accept the ongoing operation of 
the register in its current form at all.” 
 Bermuda is highly regarded, Mr. Speaker, in 
the international aircraft leasing business industry due 
to:  

1) Our stability and long history of international 
transactions in aircraft financing undertaken 
by local law firms.  

2) An effective, yet flexible, regulatory framework 
coupled with a superior judicial system. 

3) The absence of exchange controls and with-
holding taxes. 

4) The lack of overbearing bureaucracy with the 
preservation of the highest international stan-
dards. 

5) The responsiveness and cooperation of the 
register’s regulator, the Bermuda Department 
of Civil Aviation. 
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6) UK enacted aviation safety regulation legisla-
tion and compliance with international Civil 
Aviation Organisation standards. 

7) Bermuda and Russia have both been as-
sessed by the United States Federal Aviation 
Administration (FAA) as Category 1 States 
where the Civil Aviation Authority licenses an 
overseas air carriers in accordance with ICAO 
(International Civil Aviation Standards) avia-
tion safety standards. 

8) Bermuda has successfully operated its aircraft 
and engine mortgage register for many years 
providing security to lenders or owners of air-
craft operating in States where such protec-
tions do not exist, like Russia. 

9) The procedure for repossessing an aircraft is 
well established in Bermuda. 
 
Mr. Speaker, the Aviation Working Group, 

known as AWG, comprising the world’s major aviation 
manufacturers, leasing companies and financial insti-
tutions state that “Bermuda registration has become a 
main element of aircraft leasing and financing for cer-
tain types of international transactions. This is the 
case in large part given the high quality and profes-
sionalism of the registry, its personnel and its admini-
stration, as well as the sound policies and practices of 
the Register.” 
 Mr. Speaker, my Government believes that it 
is necessary to share the UK’s view with Bermuda’s 
legal community and we will also make Her Majesty’s 
Government’s (HMG) position known to the AWG. I 
am scheduled to visit Russia next week and will raise 
this matter with the Russian authorities during our dis-
cussion. 
 We hold the view that the United Kingdom is 
unjustifiably attempting to use certain technical avia-
tion factors to adversely affect the viability and reputa-
tion of the Bermuda Aircraft Register and we will vig-
orously oppose these efforts.  

We will make a formal response to HMG 
through the Governor following my return from Russia. 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Mr. Premier. 
 The Premier has a further statement. 
 
FEASIBILITY STUDY—TRANSFERENCE OF CER-

TAIN OPERATIONS OF GOVERNMENT TO ST. 
GEORGE’S AND SOUTHSIDE 

 
Dr. the Hon. Ewart Frederick Brown: Mr. Speaker, I 
am pleased to advise this Honourable House that in 
conjunction with the Honourable Member, the Minister 
of Works and Engineering, this Government will con-
duct a study into the feasibility of transferring certain 
operations of the Government to St. George’s and 
Southside.  

 Mr. Speaker, a number of factors make this 
study necessary: 

1) Traffic congestion within the City of Hamilton 
has become a serious issue which threatens 
to diminish the efficiency of operating within 
its limits. 

2) The increase in vehicles generally and the 
flow of traffic to and from the City has become 
a quality of life issue for the traveling public.  

3) The waning fortunes of the Town of St. 
George’s speak volumes about the require-
ment for even small economies to diversify. 

4) Sustainable development principles encour-
age us in forward planning to diminish the 
concentration of working populations. 

 
Mr. Speaker, a working group led by the Es-

tate section of the Ministry of Works and Engineering 
and including the Cabinet Office, the Sustainable De-
velopment Unit, the BPSU and the BIU will set about 
the task of determining suitable locations and what 
functions of the public service might best be trans-
ferred. 
 Mr. Speaker, an interim view should be pro-
vided within the next 30 days, and I look forward to 
sharing further details with this Honourable House and 
the public.  
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Mr. Premier. 
 The Premier has a further statement. 
 

PUBLIC ACCESS TO INFORMATION ACT 
 
Dr. the Hon. Ewart Frederick Brown: Mr. Speaker, 
and Members of this Honourable House, this is a sig-
nificant moment in our history, one that demonstrates 
just how far we have come. Our pursuit to firmly es-
tablish Bermuda as a nation, not only modern in infra-
structure but also in mindset, is about to take a great 
leap forward.  
 I am extremely proud to introduce today the 
Public Access to Information Bill. This Bill is the fulfill-
ment of the Government’s promise to shine light on 
the workings of the public sector in Bermuda. It is a 
landmark Bill, one that will put information into the 
hands of everyday people.  
 I acknowledge that it has been a long road, 
but the path taken has been the right one with the re-
ward being strong legislation that has incorporated 
feedback from Bermuda’s people, institutions, as well 
as international leaders on this issue. 
 The initiative was first considered under the 
able leadership of my colleague, the Honourable 
Dame Jennifer Smith, and was later introduced to the 
public in the 2003 Speech from the Throne under the 
direction of my predecessor.  

That Honourable Member also tabled in this 
House a discussion paper on PATI (Public Access to 
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Information) launching a meaningful consultation pe-
riod. And late last year I released to the public a con-
sultative draft of the PATI Bill along with a companion 
guide providing an overview of the initiative.  

Consultation on the PATI Bill, Mr. Speaker, 
was in earnest. We worked hard to get substantive 
comments from members of the public—and that, we 
did. Each submission was carefully catalogued, re-
viewed, and considered. Over 500 comments were 
received making the consultation process one of the 
most successful in recent times and I believe that we 
have a better Bill because of it. 

Mr. Speaker, I would like Members of this 
House to know that while the people were speaking, 
the Government was listening—and listening quite 
intently. The Government was struck by the common 
theme among the submissions, that being the issue of 
retrospection. We reconsidered this aspect of our pro-
posals for PATI and determined that PATI will be fully 
retrospective.  

Effected by the deletion of section 13, which 
read in part that the Bill did “not apply to records held 
by a public authority that were created before the 
coming into operation of this section” this Bill now 
covers all records, regardless of when they were cre-
ated taking us back to the time of the Charter for the 
Somers Isles Company, Bermuda’s oldest record. 

Of course, there were other significant im-
provements to the Bill, which will be taken up when 
the Bill is debated.  

The development of this Bill, Mr. Speaker, has 
been a salient example of participatory democracy. It 
is the culmination of the efforts of many, and I would 
like to take this time to thank all of those who took the 
time to make formal submissions.  

Our consultations were also international in 
nature and our efforts to develop this special piece of 
legislation benefited from existing relationships that 
fostered information-sharing from old friends. We also 
struck up new friendships in the growing public access 
to information community. I would, therefore, be re-
miss without acknowledging the assistance of the Ire-
land Ombudsman Information Commissioner and 
Freedom of Information Central Policy Unit, the Scot-
tish Information Commissioner, the UK Ombudsman 
Information Commissioner and Department for Consti-
tutional Affairs, the US Archives, the Swedish Om-
budsmen and Department of Justice, the Common-
wealth Parliamentary Association, the Commonwealth 
Human Rights Initiative, Article 19, the Carter Centre, 
and Privacy International, among others.  

An expression of gratitude must also be ex-
tended to our brothers and sisters in the Caribbean. It 
was important for us to create a right of access in line 
with international best practice, but also to keep in 
mind the challenges and opportunities unique to 
smaller jurisdictions. Looking at islands such as, Trini-
dad and Tobago, Jamaica and, of course, the Cay-

man Islands, gave us promise that we were on the 
right path for Bermuda in bringing this legislation for-
ward. 

Mr. Speaker and Members of this Honourable 
House, open government is good government, which 
is a principle that we demonstrate each and every 
day. This Government is more open than any in Ber-
mudian history. We consistently consult the public and 
industry on a wide range of issues: energy, sustain-
able development, the media council and electoral 
boundaries are a few recent examples. 
 Every day more information is made available 
through the Government’s website. We established 
CITV to give people local Bermudian content and in-
sight into our history and current events. We are the 
first Cabinet to proactively release information on all 
Government contracts over $50,000. 
 And so, this Bill is not the beginning of Gov-
ernment transparency, it is the expansion of our 
commitment to openness. This Bill, while comprehen-
sive in nature, is, in its simplest form, the strengthen-
ing of the foundation of good governance in Bermuda. 
 Mr. Speaker and Members of this Honourable 
House, the march towards more open Government 
has been underway for some time and it will continue 
with the implementation of this watershed legislation 
over the next two to three years. Implementation is an 
important question and it must be done right. We will 
therefore institute a PATI Unit whose head will soon 
be announced.  
 The Unit will assume overall responsibility for 
implementation and will help integrate the require-
ments of PATI legislation into the work of public au-
thorities. This is in addition to supporting the statutory 
responsibilities of the lead Minister for PATI and any 
required support for the legislation, such as regula-
tions, guidance, policies, et cetera. 
 In closing, Mr. Speaker, I must once again 
reiterate the importance of this moment for both Gov-
ernment and the people of Bermuda. The introduction 
of PATI legislation marks a milestone in a long, but 
productive, journey. This Government has produced 
strong legislation that provides the public access to 
information extending back to our earliest records, or, 
as some have said, Mr. Speaker, back to the Sea 
Venture. 
 At the same time, in honouring its commit-
ment to openness and transparency, this Govern-
ment, with the support of its people, has provided yet 
another example of the level of success that can be 
obtained when our community comes together to work 
towards a common interest—a modern, better Ber-
muda—which I hope every Member of this Honour-
able House will support. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you Premier. 
 Mr. Premier has a further Statement.  
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IMPROVED SERVICE AT TCD AND UPGRADE TO 
TCD WEBSITE  

 
Dr. the Hon. Ewart Frederick Brown: Mr. Speaker, 
today I would like to acknowledge a Government de-
partment that for many years was considered one of 
the worst—if not the worst—by customers using our 
Government services. That department is none other 
than the Transport Control Department, better known 
to us as TCD. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
  
Dr. the Hon. Ewart Frederick Brown: In my early 
days as the Minister of Transport, Mr. Speaker . . . Mr. 
Speaker, would you please ask Honourable Members 
to allow me to do this for my colleagues. 
 
[Gavel] 
 
Dr. the Hon. Ewart Frederick Brown: In my early 
days as the Minister of Transport, most of the com-
plaints coming to me at the Ministry were about this 
department and the constant delays the customers 
experienced, and the less than friendly service they 
received. Mr. Speaker, that was unacceptable to me.  
 I am happy to say that the TCD team has 
turned things around and made this department one 
that I am very proud of today. The days of waiting 10 
weeks for a driving test and 8 weeks for an appoint-
ment to get your car tested are gone.  

Today I am pleased to report that the waiting 
period is generally less than two days for driving and 
riding tests. As for your vehicle inspection, you can 
often drive to TCD at any time and have your vehicle 
inspected on the spot in all three locations. This de-
partment is operating so efficiently, Mr. Speaker, that 
the complaints have turned into compliments. 
 Mr. Speaker, TCD’s accomplishments in re-
cent years under the leadership of the Director, Mr. 
Randy Rochester, and his team— 
 
An hon. Member: Hear, hear. 
  
Dr. the Hon. Ewart Frederick Brown: —have been 
so significant that in 2009 they were voted the best 
Government department for customer service by the 
Bermudian magazine— 
 
[Applause] 
 
Dr. the Hon. Ewart Frederick Brown: —and as re-
cently as last Friday, Mr. Speaker, TCD picked up yet 
another award during the Ministry of Energy, Tele-
communications and E-Commerce Tech Awards 
Week 2010. 
 Of the 153 private and public companies 
nominated for awards, TCD collected the award for 
Best Business Solution Using Technology. 

 
[Applause] 
 
Dr. the Hon. Ewart Frederick Brown: Thank you. 
 This award was for TCD’s eTCD online licens-
ing system, which makes the annual scheduling of 
appointments and licensing of vehicles possible.  
 The Director has asked that I acknowledge a 
few key players that made this possible. They are 
none other than Mr. David Burt, Ms. Michelle Walkes, 
and Ms. Sjoniece Bean.  
 Mr. Speaker, it does not stop there. Today, 
TCD is taking this one step further. As we speak, the 
IT team at TCD is preparing to launch the newly re-
designed website www.etcd.gov.bm. This is the first 
redesign of the eTCD system since its inception in 
2005.  

With this redesign, Mr. Speaker, the website 
has added several new features. These include a view 
of your personal demerit points held against your driv-
ing licence should you be so unfortunate to have re-
ceived them, as well as easier navigation which in-
cludes an improved and expanded help menu. The 
demerit points incurred are updated in eTCD for view-
ing within 48 hours. Prior to this upgrade, Mr. 
Speaker, customers had to call Magistrate’s Court to 
inquire about their demerit points. 

Mr. Speaker, in 2005, as part of Government’s 
plan to deliver E-Government services to citizens of 
Bermuda, TCD embarked on the eTCD initiative. The 
ultimate objective of this initiative was to web-enable 
TCD’s services so they could better serve the com-
munity. As such, this system has enabled citizens and 
local businesses to book appointments online and has 
allowed for the better management of the appointment 
process. 

Mr. Speaker, nearly 19,000 customers have 
registered and used the website to date, with over 
150,000 appointments booked online since its incep-
tion, with the average time to process a vehicle regis-
tration at TCD now at eight minutes. In addition, there 
were 178 local companies who have set up accounts 
on the website. 

Mr. Speaker, I would like to thank the staff at 
TCD, GMB Consulting and Kingston. Since 2004 
GMB Consulting has managed and implemented nu-
merous IT systems at TCD, including eTCD.  

To this end, Mr. Speaker, I would encourage 
those listening by way of radio and the Honourable 
Members of this House to take advantage of the new 
features of the TCD website at www.etcd.gov.bm   
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Mr. Premier.  
 Are there any further Ministerial Statements? 
 I now recognise the Honourable Member, Mr. 
W. Roban.  

Minister Roban from Pembroke East has the 
floor.  

http://www.etcd.gov.bm/�
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FUTURECARE 

 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, you will recall on April 1, 2010, 
Phase 2 of FutureCare Health Plan was implemented 
for the seniors of Bermuda. This follows the success-
ful introduction of FutureCare Phase 1 in April 2009. 
 My Honourable colleagues will recall that 
Phase 1 of the Plan included the transfer of all seniors 
that were in HIP (Health Insurance Plan), persons 
who turned 65 effective January 1, 2009, and persons 
enrolled in financial assistance. 
 Phase 1 of the Plan, Mr. Speaker, concluded 
on 31 March 2010 with some 2,693 seniors enrolled. 
Phase 1 was funded by a $10 million contribution by 
the Government, a $2 million transfer from the Mutual 
Re-insurance Fund and premium dollars from the en-
rollees. This equated to an approximate total cost of 
Phase 1 of $22 million. This, of course, does not in-
clude the seniors’ subsidy portion, which is already 
factored into the system as a payment to the Bermuda 
Hospital’s Board from the consolidated fund. 
 Although precise year-end figures are not yet 
available, we have enough information based on our 
monthly reports to determine that Phase 1 of the Plan 
was successfully delivered. 

Mr. Speaker, before I go on to speak about 
the implementation of Phase 2, I must address com-
ments made during the House recess regarding reim-
bursement to healthcare providers. 
 In a parliamentary question dated 12 March 
2010, I was asked to provide this Honourable House 
with the total amount of physicians’ claims, listing both 
the total amount reimbursed to physicians and the 
amounts still unpaid from the inception of FutureCare 
to January 31, 2010. My response was that the total 
amount reimbursed to physicians since the inception 
of FutureCare to January 31, 2010, was approxi-
mately $1.4 million. The total amount still unpaid to 
physicians from the inception of FutureCare to Janu-
ary 31, 2010, was approximately $970,000. 
 Mr. Speaker, as you well know, the art of re-
sponding to parliamentary questions is to answer only 
the question asked. In this regard, the timeline speci-
fied was very specific. However, had the Honourable 
Member asked me to provide the amount still unpaid 
to physicians up to the end of February 2010, I could 
have advised the Honourable House that we had paid 
all outstanding amounts to physicians.  
 I could have also advised my Honourable col-
leagues that we are making excellent progress on im-
plementation of our automated system. As a matter of 
fact, this will be completed in June. Mr. Speaker, I 
could have also advised this Honourable House that 
the Cabinet had approved the reorganisation of the 
health insurance section to ensure the provision of 

necessary resources to appropriately deliver the pro-
grammes under its remit.  
 Mr. Speaker, just one other clarification before 
I move on. It is important to note that FutureCare’s 
ability to meet its financial target was not dependent 
on the number person enrolled. There has been some 
comment that the reason we were able to predict that 
we were under budget was because we did not have 
3,100 persons enrolled. Whether we have 3,100 eligi-
ble enrollees or not, the premium contribution of all 
enrollees and their subsidy portion becomes part of 
the financing of the Plan when they enroll. 
 I can assure this Honourable House that I will 
provide specific details on Phase 1 performance once 
the financial statements have been completed. Indica-
tions are that we actually will have attained a surplus 
for the 2009/10 fiscal year towards building the Fu-
tureCare fund. You will know that this is an important 
element towards the sustainability of the Plan. 
 Mr. Speaker, Phase 2 of the Plan now has 
been implemented and includes persons 70 years of 
age and older, and persons who will turn 65 between 
the period of April 1, 2010, and 31 March 2011. The 
implementation of Phase 2 of FutureCare means that 
in its second year of operation FutureCare is available 
to two-thirds of Bermuda’s senior population, which is 
around 6,000 people in total. 
 With the implementation of Phase 3 in April 
2011 (which is less than a year, Mr. Speaker), Fu-
tureCare will then be delivering our promise of an af-
fordable and accessible plan for all seniors within 
three years. 
 Mr. Speaker, we have been involved in exten-
sive communications regarding FutureCare eligibility. 
Along with my technical officers, we have been in-
volved in television broadcasts, town hall meetings 
with seniors and healthcare providers, talk shows and 
seniors’ clubs. The meetings we have had have been 
well attended and, as a result, we will be hosting at 
least two more public meetings in the east and west 
ends of the Island for seniors and another meeting for 
healthcare providers. 

Mr. Speaker, during the course of the last fis-
cal year we are averaging approximately 10 to 20 new 
enrollments to FutureCare per month.  
 With the opening of FutureCare to persons 70 
years and over, we had 68 new enrollees during the 
month of April. It is obviously too early to determine 
what the total growth will be over the next month of 
the year, but we will be monitoring this situation to see 
exactly what the total take up is and by whom.  
 Mr. Speaker, contrary to what we have heard 
from particular individuals, each of our town meetings 
have provided evidence of the benefits that seniors 
are finding through their involvement in FutureCare. 
The programme was designed to meet a particular 
need and from all indications, both anecdotal and evi-

http://www.etcd.gov.bm/�
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dence in data, we have seen it is more than ade-
quately meeting the needs.  

Mr. Speaker, even my Honourable colleague 
and other Members of the Opposition across this 
Floor would, I believe, agree with that assertion. Why 
else would there be an outcry from the Honourable 
Member who speaks for health seeking us to allow all 
seniors to be enrolled in the Plan immediately, as op-
posed to the calculated phasing which we have under-
taken? 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister Roban. 
 Any further Ministerial Statements?  
 I now recognise the Honourable and Learned 
Member, Mr. M. Scott, from Sandys North. 
 Minister Scott, you have the floor, sir. 
 

TECHWEEK INITIATIVE 
 
Hon. Michael J. Scott: Mr. Speaker, thank you. 
 I rise before the House this morning in order 
to inform Honourable Members that the Ministry of 
Energy, Telecommunications and E-commerce’s an-
nual technology recognition, known as TechWeek (re-
ferred to just a moment ago by the Honourable Pre-
mier), took place from April 28 through to April 30.  
 Mr. Speaker and Honourable Members of the 
House may remember that from previous years 
TechWeek initiative was launched four years ago. The 
purpose of TechWeek is to raise awareness of how 
technology is used to improve the lives and the life-
styles of Bermuda residents while connecting us with 
the wider world. Another objective is to provide oppor-
tunities for skills development and to encourage 
greater technology adoption.  

The theme of TechWeek continues to be 
“Every day, Everywhere, Every one.” These objectives 
are critical in the times that we now live.  

When I launched TechWeek10 at Victor Scott 
Primary School on April 26, I said that to reinforce that 
digital inclusion is not just about access, but under-
standing and using technology understanding and 
facilitating the monetizing of ICT ideas and the lever-
aging of its benefits through providing activities and 
events to do just that. 

In times of economic challenge, Mr. Speaker, 
technology skills take on an even greater importance 
by promoting ongoing technology learning through 
community events, such as TechWeek. We encour-
age the use of technology as a primary tool for both 
personal and professional empowerment helping to 
succeed in this global digital age. 

I wish to underscore and note that in Bermuda 
we have been early adopters of this concept as only in 
December of 2009 the United Kingdom, through the 
BCS, the Chartered Institute for IT, launched a Savvy 
Citizens’ Campaign. We were at least four years 
ahead. Their research indicated that only 20 per cent 

of United Kingdom citizens are information savvy, and 
the majority of the population was not benefiting from 
the full, social, cultural, and commercial benefits of the 
modern information-driven society. 
 Mr. Speaker, TechWeek10 activities took 
place over a period of 72 hours. There was something 
for everyone—from our youngest students to our in-
creasing tech-savvy seniors. The free Lunch and 
Learns were hosted at various locations around Ham-
ilton. One session for small business owners and 
those considering selling goods and services over the 
Internet focused on managing customer billing and 
electronic payments. Another session on intellectual 
property laws and the potential legal ramifications tar-
geted those who download music and movies.  
 A well received session for senior introduced 
adaptive software and other computer e-inclusion 
tools designed to assist those with audio or visual im-
pairments. Other sessions included electronic regis-
tered mail, social media, website design, electronic 
parking payment and online banking.  
 Mr. Speaker, it is very important that our stu-
dents keep abreast of and are familiar with the myriad 
of technology today, and there were school based 
activities that took place in the weeks leading up to 
TechWeek for children of all ages. 
 Mr. Speaker, the majority of these initiatives 
had themes around responsible Internet use. And 
parenthetically, Mr. Speaker, I was so impressed 
when we canvassed young students over at Victor 
Scott Primary about their understanding of safety on 
the Internet and cyber-safety practices. They all made 
responsible responses to questions and they indicated 
a grasp of the issue. 
 Mr. Speaker, a special tech career session for 
middle and senior school students took place on 
Thursday, April 29, with Mrs. Christyl C. Johnson. Sir, 
she is the Executive Director of the National Science 
and Technology Council. Mrs. Johnson works at the 
White House in the Executive Office of the President 
and, indeed, the President’s Office of Science and 
Technology Policy. She is also a senior official at 
NASA, where she has led the design and building of 
laser systems for advanced active remote sensors 
which help to send people into space.  
 She spoke to students about her exciting ca-
reer and the fantastic job opportunities that exist in the 
field of science and technology. Mrs. Johnson also 
presented to members of the IT community that eve-
ning at a Technology Thursday Session held by the 
Bermuda Technology Division of the Bermuda Cham-
ber of Commerce.  
 So, Mr. Speaker, online safety continues to be 
a priority for my Ministry, particularly with respect to 
protecting children. During TechWeek, primary stu-
dents were also asked to help the Department of E-
Commerce’s Cyber Cyd (the Bermuda Skink), and the 
mascot of the Cybertips website welcome a new cyber 
safety character, Hector, to Bermuda. Hector is a dol-
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phin and the star of the new highly engaging educa-
tional initiative from New Zealand called Hector’s 
World.   This web-based digital citizenship resource is 
magical, virtual world bringing resource to our young 
people as part of our ongoing commitment to promot-
ing cyber security.  

Bermuda is one of the first governments to 
partner with Hector’s World and we were very fortu-
nate, Mr. Speaker, to have Mrs. Liz Butterfield, a 
global expert in cyber security and the developer of 
Hector’s World, participate in the launch of the part-
nership and introduce this acclaimed programme to 
parents, teachers and students at a special Cybertips 
workshop. 
 Mr. Speaker, the primary school competition 
involved a colouring book exercise in the book Cyber 
Cyd Welcomes to Bermuda his new friends from Hec-
tor’s World. I am pleased to report that we received 
184 submissions from 12 primary schools for this 
competition. The top five student winners were 1st,   
Messiah Greaves, Harrington Sound Primary School; 
2nd, Cimeon Tyrrell, Harrington Sound Primary; 3rd, 
Jah 'Dimon Parkes, Victor Scott Primary; 4th, Selah 
Swan, East End Primary School; 5th,  Zidonnae Rob-
inson, Northlands Primary School.  

Mr. Speaker, the school with the most sub-
missions was Northlands Primary. The teacher with 
the most entries was Ms. Tracey Rayner of North-
lands Primary. And the class with the most submis-
sions was Micquita Minor’s class at East End Primary. 
Special recognition was given to teacher Ms. Heidi 
Franklin at Harrington Sound Primary. 

Mr. Speaker, in the primary and senior 
schools the students were asked to develop a public 
service announcement about Cyber-bullying. First 
place went to the Berkeley Institute Peer Mentoring 
Program for "Granny's Advice." Second place was 
awarded to Rory Wilson of Warwick Academy for "You 
wouldn't like it either." Third place (and the school with 
the most submissions) was awarded to Sandys Sec-
ondary Middle School and Jennifer Brookes’ Social 
Studies class of M1 students, and Nkenge Warren-
Swan’s Business Studies class of M3 students.  

Mr. Speaker, 2009 brought a fantastic re-
sponse for nominations for our Technology Innovation 
Awards, so much so that the categories were ex-
panded to 14 for 2010. They encompass the best 
business solution, green-technology, social network-
ing, as well as most inspiring mentor, teacher, and 
youth project, and, of course, our local and interna-
tional Innovations of the Year.  

The TechAwards are held publicly to recog-
nise the outstanding achievements being made in 
Bermuda’s information technology industry. The 
awards also motivate and encourage development of 
the sector through academic, industry and charitable 
pursuits.  

The TechAwards represent the pinnacle of 
achievement for the use of technology in Bermuda. 
The World thrives on innovation and this competition 
has continuously shown that we can hold our head 
high on the international stage. It is important that we 
identify and publicise these achievements so that 
Bermuda obtains credit for its successes. 

Mr. Speaker, nominations increased from 64 
in 2009 to a total of 153 submissions for 2010. I would 
like to recognise the winners of the 2010 TechAwards, 
and they are as follows: 

• Best Interactive Experience—Wise Body 
Wellness 

• Best Business Solution—TCD (as indicated 
by the Minister for Transport and the Premier) 

• Best Customer Service—BermudaTix 
• Best Use of Green Tech—Etank  
• Best Local Website—Bernews and Bermuda’s 

Brazilian Football School 
• Best E-Commerce Website— Raceday-

World.com 
• Best Mobile Application—ECL 
• Best Use of Social Networking—Bermuda Po-

lice Service 011 (Well done Bermuda Police 
Service!) 

• Most Inspiring Teacher—Teresa Harper from 
CedarBridge Academy (Well done Ms. Harper 
and CedarBridge) 

• Most Inspiring Tech Mentor—Dion Tucker 
from Renaissance Re 

• Technology Training Advocate—Technology 
Leadership Forum (TLF) 

• Innovative Youth Project—Axiomgaming.net– 
Emmanuel Smith-Joynes and Alexander 
Thompson from Bermuda High School 

• Local Innovation of the Year—EasyPark 
(That’s that little piece of technology that al-
lows you to register your car for parking in 
parking bays as opposed to doing it on pa-
per.) 

• International Innovation of the Year—Nova 
Limited 

 
The ever so popular TechArt exhibition 

opened on Friday evening at the Bermuda Society of 
Arts. This encompasses a wonderful display of inno-
vative, exciting use of technology in creating digital 
art. I encourage all Honourable Members of this 
House to visit this exhibit as the 2010 submissions are 
not to be missed! 

Lastly, I would like to mention that we recently 
published the State of ICT Report, and, while adoption 
and penetration rates of technology and access con-
tinue to be high in Bermuda, we cannot be compla-
cent. Technology is evolving constantly and we must 
continue to make an effort, like our other global com-
patriots, to continue to be IT savvy. Innovation and 
technology are enablers for entrepreneurship and they 
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are among the reasons Bermuda has continued to 
attract international business to our jurisdiction. There-
fore, I strongly encourage the entire community to get 
involved and participate in learning more about the 
technology that affects Everyone, Every Day and Eve-
rywhere.  

In closing, may I thank the TechWeek10 
sponsors, without whom we would not have been able 
to host this initiative? They were RPost Bermuda 
(Bermuda Post Office), W & W Solutions, eMedia, 
Easypark, Butterfield Bank, Cosmic Ltd., BELCO, Quo 
Vadis, North Rock, AAC Saatchi & Saatchi, The Com-
plete Office, and Gateway Systems, and to all the vol-
unteers and staff. 

Certainly, may I also thank my TechWeek 
team within the Department of E-Commerce led by 
Director Nancy Voleski, assisted by Ms. Marisa 
Stones, Mr. Joe Mahoney and Mr. Graham Wood. 

Thank you so much. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you Minister Scott, the Honour-
able and LearnedMember from Sandys North. 
 Any further speakers of Ministerial State-
ments? 
 I now recognise the Honourable Member, Ms. 
D. Butterfield, from Pembroke West Central. 
 Minister Butterfield has the floor. 
 

CHILDREN’S READING FESTIVAL 
 
Hon. D. Neletha I. Butterfield: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 I rise this morning to advise Members of this 
Honourable House and the people of Bermuda about 
the Annual Children’s Reading Festival which was 
held at the Youth Library on Church Street.  

Mr. Speaker, the purpose of the festival is to 
promote the love of reading to children and to impress 
upon parents the importance of reading to their chil-
dren every day and from an early age.  This year over 
1,200 people turned out for the Children’s Reading 
Festival at the Youth Library. 

The day included stories by local authors, 
Joanne Burgess, Luellen Emory, Andrea Hassel, and 
our former youth librarian, Florence Maxwell. Libro 
Lion, the library mascot, was joined by other commu-
nity mascots, A J the Goombay Warrior, Captain G 
and Sparky, the fire dog, who all read their favourite 
stories. The Cat in the Hat was once again on hand 
for the Dr. Suess hour of stories, poetry and interac-
tive reading.   

Patricia Nesbitt and the students from Cedar-
Bridge Academy performed the play, Mufaro’s Beauti-
ful Daughters.  

Mr. Speaker, there was also face painting, a 
craft table, a hop-on-top area, and a one fish/two fish 
fishing pond. These were the fun areas for the chil-
dren. Food was provided by DeGraff's Lunch Wagon 
and Cool Licks Ice-cream truck.  

Mr. Speaker, as the Minister responsible for 
the National Library, I want to thank all who partici-
pated and worked to make the Reading Festival a 
success. I thank the Library staff in general for their 
dedication to the people of Bermuda. I particularly 
want to commend the Youth Library staff on their abil-
ity to continuously and consistently develop pro-
grammes to entertain, educate and foster a love of 
reading and learning in our children.  

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
  

The Speaker: Thank you, Minister Butterfield. 
 The Minister has a further statement. Minister 
Butterfield, continue. 
 

FOSTER CARE MONTH 
 
Hon. D. Neletha I. Butterfield: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker, I rise again (while I am up, I should say) to 
announce to my Honourable colleagues that May is 
Foster Care Month.  

Mr. Speaker, in Bermuda more than 100 
youth are not living at home because their own fami-
lies are unable to care for them. With guidance and 
support from caring adults youth in foster care are 
capable of realising their full potential. Foster parent-
ing is a significant and rewarding opportunity that 
helps shape brighter futures. 

Mr. Speaker, Foster Care Month showcases a 
variety of meaningful ways for the general public to 
get involved and make a difference in the lives of 
these young people. For example, business, schools, 
churches and other organisations can distribute pro-
motional material, foster care fact sheets, brochures 
and posters. The media can show stories of foster 
parents changing the lives of young people.  

Mr. Speaker, the overall aim of highlighting 
this month is to raise public awareness on the topic of 
foster care and foster parenting and to promote an 
island-wide understanding of the importance of this 
activity. 

Mr. Speaker, all children deserve a safe and 
happy life. Young people in foster care especially 
need nurturing adults on their side because their own 
families are in crisis. In order to be comprehensive in 
our celebration of May as Foster Care Month, we sa-
lute and honour the compassionate people who make 
the difference by serving as foster parents, relative 
caregivers, mentors, advocates and social workers. 
Thanks to these unsung heroes many formerly 
abused or neglected young were either safely re-
united with their parents, cared for by relatives or 
adopted by loving families. 

Mr. Speaker, we urge more people to join the 
ranks of these heroes. Every young person in foster 
care benefits from a meaningful connection to a caring 
adult who becomes a supporter and lasting presence 
in his or her life. Now is the time to get involved. No 
matter how much time one has available to give, the 
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key is to contribute and do something that will change 
a life for a young person in foster care. 

Mr. Speaker, perhaps some of my Honourable 
colleagues would wish to consider getting involved 
here because here are some of the ways we can 
make a difference. If a person has a few weeks he or 
she can become a respite care provider. This is a 
supportive way to assist foster parents. Tutor a child, 
because they often change schools frequently or 
sometimes have social behaviour challenges to over-
come. Youth in foster care may benefit greatly from 
extra academic support. Help a youth in foster care 
explore career options or acquire new job skills. 
 Mr. Speaker, if a person has more time he or 
she can become a foster parent. Caring families are 
especially needed for older youth, siblings and chil-
dren with special needs.  

Mentor a young person. Research shows that 
children and youth with mentors earn higher grades 
and improve their relationship with friends and family. 
Be a change agent. Stay involved year round. Make a 
pact to focus on improving the lives of children in fos-
ter care. 

Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to announce three 
particular events designed to put the spotlight on Fos-
ter Care Month. The Annual Foster Parents Associa-
tion Tag Day will occur next Friday, May 14. I encour-
age all Members of this Honourable House to show 
their support by donating to this worthy cause and 
wearing a Foster Care Tag. 

On Sunday, May 23, the Foster Parents As-
sociation will hold a special church service at Bethel 
AME Church at 11 am. 

Finally, Mr. Speaker, I am very pleased to an-
nounce that the Foster Parents Association has been 
selected at this year’s Charity for the Annual 24th May 
Marathon Derby. Mr. Speaker, I take this opportunity 
to encourage all Members of this Honourable House 
and the general public to make the time to show sup-
port for Foster Parents during Foster Care Month. 

For more information about the Foster Care 
programme in Bermuda, interested persons can con-
tact Selina Simons, Foster Care Coordinator, at 294–
5871, or email smsimons@gov.bm. 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 

The Speaker: Thank you Minister Butterfield. 
Are there any further Ministerial Statements?  
I now recognise the Honourable Member, 

Minister Burgess from Hamilton East has the floor. 
Minister. 
 

UPDATE – MAGISTRATES’ COURT/HAMILTON 
POLICE STATION CONSTRUCTION PROJECT 

 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Mr. Speaker, this 
morning I will give a progress report on the Magis-
trates’ Court, Hamilton Police Construction Project on 

Court, Church and Victoria Streets. This statement is 
the seventh update that I have made in this Honour-
able House with respect to this extremely important 
construction project for the consideration of the Hon-
ourable Members themselves, and for the considera-
tion of the people of Bermuda. 
 Mr. Speaker, the focus of this statement will 
be physical progress, and what a great deal there has 
been during the past three months. The building shell 
is virtually complete, with the exception of a small 
number of curtain walling elements, some of which 
had been left out to facilitate the installation of certain 
larger building components including prefabricated 
staircases. 

The main field office has been moved to the 
ground floor of the south building and the former site 
offices are now occupied by additional sub-contractors 
that have been engaged over recent weeks. 

As has become obvious to any passersby dur-
ing the past few weeks, external metal hoardings are 
being removed from site and security is being pro-
vided with temporary doors and gates directly to the 
building fabric, the temporary hoist has been removed 
and a temporary cab constructed for one of the lobby 
elevators for material lifting. 
 Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to present the fol-
lowing itemised list that point to the great progress 
that has been made at the site: 

 Substructure of the work is complete.  
 Concrete core, this works are now substan-

tially complete. 
 Structural steel, the steel frame is now sub-

stantially complete. 
 Steel decks, these are now substantially com-

plete in all areas. 
 Concrete floor slabs, these are complete. 
 Bermuda Roofing, these are now substantially 

complete in all areas. 
 External masonry is substantially complete. 
 Internal masonry continues to progress well 

and is very nearly complete. 
 Fireproofing, these works are now substan-

tially complete. 
 External plaster, this work is substantially 

complete on the north, south and east eleva-
tions, and 50 per cent complete on the west 
elevations. 

 External glazing, these works are largely 
complete with the exception of openings left 
for excess. 

 The ground floor glass has been replaced with 
impact resistant glazing to enhance the secu-
rity of the buildings. 

 Steel drywall studs and ceiling framing, pro-
gress on these works during the review period 
has been exceptional and the quality of work 
to a very good standard. 

mailto:smsimons@gov.bm�
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 Hollow metal door and screen frames works 
are progressing well. 

 Timber doors and frames, shop drawings are 
being reviewed. 

 Millwork, the review and approval of shop 
drawings has been an ongoing process. 
Through the review period millwork manufac-
ture has commenced and fist deliveries are 
imminent. 

 
Mr. Speaker, I now turn to the progress that has 

been made in the mechanical areas. 
 Plumbing, domestic water and drainage 

rough-in remains at 95 per cent complete up 
to levels 5, 6, and 7. 

 Installation of domestic hot water and rain wa-
ter pipes in ceiling voids have now com-
menced. 

 Hot water heaters are on site, although not yet 
fixed in position. 

 The domestic water pumps are on site and 
piping layout for pump room commenced. 

 The sprinkler installation remains at 75 per 
cent complete at basement level, is at ap-
proximately 70 per cent on level 1, 85 per cent 
on levels 2 and 3, and 80 per cent on level 4. 
Levels 5, 6, and 7 sprinkler installation is ap-
proximately 70 per cent complete. 

 The fire pump and control are on site.  
 The HVAC duct installation is up to approxi-

mately 95 per cent up to level 4; and 80 per 
cent on level 5, with approximately 80 per 
cent on all Variable Air Volume (VAC) boxes 
installed today. 

 The majority of the duct material is now stored 
on site along with the remainder of the VAC 
boxes volume control and fire dampers. 

 The air handling units have been lifted into the 
rooftop mechanical rooms where approxi-
mately 90 per cent of the HVAC ducting has 
been installed. 

 Chilled water distribution piping is now 90 per 
cent complete up to levels 5 and 6. The chill 
water pumps are now installed and the chiller 
room pipe work is ready for the installation of 
the chillers. 
 
Mr. Speaker, continuing in the area of me-

chanical progress: 
 The main distribution system is 100 per cent 

complete with all mechanical distribution pan-
els installed.  

 Power connection to chillers and chilled water 
pumps is complete. 

 Power connection to return air and exhaust 
fans are complete and ready to start up. 

 The NERDS and generator is 90 per cent 
complete. 

 Automatic transfer switch has been energised. 
 Branch wire conduit is 80 per cent complete. 
 Wiring in all mechanical motors is 100 per 

cent complete. 
 Fire alarm systems, 50 per cent complete. 
 Basement to 4th floor fire alarm infrastructure 

and wire installation is 50 per cent complete. 
 FA devices are ordered and expected to be 

on site within six to eight weeks. 
 Security access control and CCTV, 30 per 

cent complete. 
 Court reporting and PA systems are progress-

ing well with piping and under-floor infrastruc-
ture installation 80 per cent complete. 

 Lighting system 60 per cent complete. 
 All lighting control system infrastructure has 

been installed, except on level 5. 
 Lighting fixtures and fixtures’ housings are be-

ing installed throughout the ceiling grid or in-
stalled where drywall ceilings are being  
roughed in. 

 Additionally all interior basic building light fix-
tures have been ordered and have arrived on 
Island. 

 Wiring devices, receptacles and switches are 
on order and installation will commence 
shortly. 

 
Mr. Speaker, there are approximately 100 

workers on the site daily, all contributing to the com-
pletion of this magnificent new structure. It is truly a 
beehive of excitement and activity these days. The 
architect has already commenced meetings with the 
various departments that will be housed in the new 
structure in order to discuss fit out, individual space 
allocations, et cetera, to be sure and get. Where pos-
sible and where fiscally feasible, these needs will be 
met.  

Mr. Speaker, I end this statement as I did the 
last by reiterating my commitment to ensure that the 
Magistrates’ Court/Hamilton Police Project will con-
tinue to be managed efficiently from a construction 
perspective, additionally it will continue to be man-
aged with fiscal prudence and complete compliance 
with financial instruction. Mr. Speaker, the Govern-
ment is confident that successful completion of the 
new building will evoke a feeling of pride in every 
member of this community. 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you Minister Burgess. 
 Are there any further Statements by Minis-
ters? 
 We are going to move on. 
 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES  
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The Speaker: I now recognise the Honourable Mem-
ber, Dame Jennifer Smith, from St. George’s North. 
 Dame Jennifer has the floor. 
 

REPORT ON THE HANSARD PILOT PROJECT 
AND INTRODUCTION OF THE REPRESENTATIVES 

OF SLIQ MEDIA CORPORATION  
 
Hon. Dame Jennifer Smith: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, Honourable Members, today 
marks a milestone in the history of this Honourable 
House. Today we take another step forward in the 
modernisation of this Parliament.  
 
[Applause] 
 
Hon. Dame Jennifer Smith: Yes, we need to ap-
plaud! 
 Members may have noticed that the large and 
ugly audio cabinet that used to reside on the south-
western wall is no longer here. It has gone! On March 
the 22nd new Standing Orders were provisionally ap-
proved by this House. One of those Standing Orders 
states that the Clerk of the House is to provide a 
bound volume of the Hansard of the proceedings of 
the House. 
 I am proud to announce that during the sub-
sequent spring break a team made up of members 
from three different entities have worked furiously—
including nights and weekends—to have the infra-
structure in place to finally facilitate the digital audio 
transcription of the proceedings of the House of As-
sembly. 
 
[Applause] 
 
Hon. Dame Jennifer Smith: Simply put, it is now 
within our ability to create the first Official Hansard of 
the Bermuda House of Assembly. 
 Now, although the structure is in place to en-
sure that our sessions are recorded without any dis-
ruption to the Gavel-to-Gavel electronic coverage on 
radio, we now need to craft the guidelines that will 
allow for the final release of Hansard into the public 
domain. This is a process that cannot be rushed. 
Therefore, the House and Grounds Committee have 
agreed to designate the summer session to a pilot 
project for the purpose of assessing the drafts, con-
sulting with you, Members, and finalising all the deci-
sions required to satisfy all of the stakeholders with 
the final product. 
 To be clear, nothing that is produced during 
this period will be available as an “Official Hansard” 
until the full measure of the pilot project has been 
completed and all parties have had a chance to re-
view and assess the process for clarity and complete-
ness.  

 So, as you can tell, while there is still much to 
do before we are in a position to actually release the 
first Official Hansard, the technical environment 
needed to accomplish this task is now in place. The 
solution created by SLIQ Media is known as Harmony, 
and is comprised of several applications that are 
bolted together to provide the environment needed to 
capture our audio stream in a digital format and then 
have it segmented and reviewed for the purpose of 
transcription. 
 At this very moment, our voices are being re-
corded through a system of audio logging devices that 
reside in an isolated and secure network and are 
housed in a newly constructed telecommunications 
closet located outside of the House Chamber. 
 In addition, a larger telecommunications 
closet has been constructed on the lower level to 
house the systems needed to actually review, seg-
ment and replay audio for the process of transcribing 
the drafts which will ultimately result in an Official 
Hansard. And, these same systems have the capabil-
ity to allow us to replay the recorded sessions as 
streaming audio over the Internet.  
 
An Hon. Member: All right! 
 
Hon. Dame Jennifer Smith: But, that’s in the future. 
All in good time. 
 Mr. Speaker, Honourable Members, since my 
speech today is being recorded and will become the 
first of many such digital recordings made during this 
pilot period, it is only fitting that we publicly acknowl-
edge the immense help afforded us by the British Co-
lumbia Provincial Legislature: the tripartite team, Mr. 
Robert McRonald, Project Consultant for GMB Con-
sulting Ltd., Mr. Norris Ebbin, IT Consultant for our 
Parliament, and Mr. Eugene Bassett, Systems Sup-
port Advisor for the Information Technology Office 
(ITO), commissioned to implement the solution, were 
given the privilege of seeing the Hansard production 
in operation in the Victoria Legislature over two days 
last month. Accompanied by Mr. Nic Côté, of SLIQ 
Media Technologies, this visit not only allowed them 
to finalise the components needed to get the initial 
solution in place, but also provided them the re-
sources needed to help us work through the change 
process that is critical to implement Hansard in our 
environment.  
 The fact that we are now being recorded with 
a view to seeing full transcription and creation of a 
Hansard in Bermuda marks a significant moment in 
history. 
 Mr. Speaker, please allow me to invite those 
involved in this great work who are present today to 
stand and be recognised as I call their names. 
 
The Speaker: Stand up. 
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Hon. Dame Jennifer Smith: Yes, stand up. 
 Mr. Robert McRonald (he knows I want to call 
him Ronald McDonald!) 
 
[Laughter] 
 
Hon. Dame Jennifer Smith: Mr. Sanjiv Menezes and 
Mr. Nic Côté of SLIQ Media Technologies.  
 
[Applause] 
 
Hon. Dame Jennifer Smith: Mr. Terrance Bean and 
Mr. David Cunningham of Quest Consulting Ltd. 
 
[Applause] 
 
Hon. Dame Jennifer Smith: And I do not see Mr. 
Norris Ebbin, our own IT consultant. 
 Thank you, gentlemen. 

It is expected that this new capability will help 
to create a greater awareness of what it is that we do. 
It will also allow for greater transparency on behalf of 
government in its processes, and that is government 
with a small “g”—that’s all of us—in its processes and 
in the methods used to bring about change in our en-
vironment. 

Mr. Speaker and Honourable Members, it is 
our wish that over time this ability will allow for greater 
reflection on the debates in this House creating oppor-
tunities for future generations to clearly see and hear 
exactly what happened to shape the governing 
mechanisms of this country. 

The Report is respectfully submitted by me 
and the Members of the House and Grounds Commit-
tee, the Honourable Derrick V. Burgess, Mr. Ashfield 
DeVent, Mr. Darius Tucker, and Mr. Charles F. B. 
Swan. 

Thank you.  
 
[Applause] 
 
The Speaker: Thank you Dame Jennifer. 
 This truly is a remarkable beginning of our 
parliamentary session in the lead-up to the summer. It 
is what we call a quantum leap! And we will encour-
age Members, do not become so overtaken that you 
are afraid to do what you normally do. Just do what 
you normally do and we will get it right as we go on. 
 
[Inaudible interjections and laughter] 
 
The Speaker: This brings us to Question Period.  
 Question Period has been changed from . . . 
we used to have it after [Congratulatory and/or obitu-
ary speeches], but it comes now before. Certain Hon-
ourable Members have given me the indication that 
they wished to put questions arising out of Ministerial 
Statements that were made.  

I am going to recognise the Honourable and 
Learned Member, Mr. Barritt, from Devonshire South 
Central. 
 

QUESTION PERIOD 
 
Mr. John Barritt: Thank you— 
 
The Speaker: I noticed that . . .  
 
Mr. John Barritt: Yes, Mr. Speaker, I wanted to take 
the opportunity to be the first, having promoted this for 
some time, Mr. Speaker. 
 
[Inaudible interjections and laughter] 
 
Mr. John Barritt: But, unfortunately, my questions are 
directed to the Premier, and perhaps . . . I know the 
Premier listens when he is outside of the House, so 
there may be other questions. And if the Premier 
could return, I would like to ask him . . . they arise out 
of two of these statements.  
 
The Speaker: Okay, fine. 
 Are there any other Members who wish to . . . 
this is a dry run, Honourable Members. 
 I recognise the Honourable and Learned 
Member, Ms. Jackson from Pembroke Southwest. Ms. 
Jackson has the floor.  
 

QUESTION ON FUTURECARE 
 
Mrs. Louise A. Jackson: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 With respect to the matter raised by the Minis-
ter in his statement, would the Honourable Minister 
please inform, that is the Honourable Minister Roban, 
Minister for Health. 
 
The Speaker: Minister Roban, yes. 
 
Mrs. Louise A. Jackson: . . . inform this Honourable 
House why seniors 70 years and older are paying 
$600 a month for the same benefits that seniors en-
rolled in Phase 1 are paying $300. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
The Speaker:  Sorry, sorry. [Gavel]  

Members in the Gallery must not react in any 
way. It is a privilege for you to be in the House. 
 Does Minister Roban wish to respond to that? 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: Mr. Speaker, my only answer 
to the Honourable Member’s question is answers that 
I have already given in previous statements when we 
announced the second phase of FutureCare of which I 
can provide copies to the Honourable Member. 
 
The Speaker: All right. 
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 Is there a supplementary? 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
 
Mrs. Louise A. Jackson: Yes, thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 I would like to ask the Honourable Member to 
inform this Honourable House how calculated phasing 
of FutureCare, which discriminates against people 
because of their age—known as “ageism”—can be 
justified, as it violates their human rights. 
 
The Speaker: Does the Minister wish to respond? 
 Minister Roban. 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: Mr. Speaker, I am slightly 
bewildered as to whether that is a question or a 
statement.  

Mr. Speaker, all I can say in response is that 
discrimination is not factored into why we have 
phased FutureCare and, again, the rationale for our 
phasing and the different phasing has been clearly 
outlined in previous statements to this House. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister Roban. 
 Let us move on. 
 I am going to recognise the Honourable and 
Learned Member, Mr. Barritt from Devonshire South 
Central.  
 Mr. Barritt has the floor. 
 

QUESTION NO. 1 ON BERMUDA’S AIRCRAFT 
REGISTRY 

 
Mr. John Barritt: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 I should like to direct my question to the Pre-
mier. It is with respect to the Premier’s statement, the 
first one, on Bermuda’s Aircraft Registry. 
 In the penultimate paragraph, the Premier 
advised the— 
 
The Speaker: Try to frame it as a question. 
 
Mr. John Barritt: Yes sir. 
 With respect to the matter in the penultimate 
paragraph, where the Premier said, “We hold the view 
that the United Kingdom is unjustifiably attempting to 
use certain technical aviation factors to adversely af-
fect the viability and reputation of [our aircraft register] 
. . .” what are those technical aviation factors, Mr. 
Premier? 
 
The Speaker: Mr. Premier. 
 
Dr. the Hon. Ewart Frederick Brown: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 I can answer this much. The UK Government 
says that they are concerned about specifics in an 

agreement called the “bis agreement”, which is an 
agreement under which Bermuda functions in this re-
gard as a Register, and specifically relates to our 
readiness, our preparedness to deal with certain situa-
tions involving aircraft. 
 I might elaborate, Mr. Speaker, if you will al-
low. 
 
The Speaker: Go ahead, sir. 
 
Dr. the Hon. Ewart Frederick Brown: The first time 
we knew that something was up was when a com-
plaint came from the UK that there had been a crash 
of a Russian aircraft and that the pilot was subse-
quently found to have been inebriated. I indicated to 
them through the Governor that we do not register 
pilots; we register aircraft. 
 The aircraft was fine. 
 But that was an indication that there would be 
more to come in my own mind, as a conspiratorial 
thinker. 
 
[Laughter] 
 
An Hon. Member: Welcome to the club! 
 
Dr. the Hon. Ewart Frederick Brown: And so, Mr. 
Speaker, I will give the Honourable Member the bene-
fit of some factual information, which I do not have in 
front of me at the moment, because this is, in fact, a 
Bermuda issue. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Premier. 
 Do you have a supplementary? 
 
Mr. John Barritt: I do have a supplementary. 
 
The Speaker: The Honourable Member has a sup-
plementary. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
 
Mr. John Barritt: Mr. Speaker, to the Premier. 
 So, it is not just the arrangement with the 
Russians that the UK has expressed concern about; is 
it the entire Register that is under attack? 
 
The Speaker: Premier. 
 
Dr. the Hon. Ewart Frederick Brown: Mr. Speaker, 
the Bermuda Register has on its books the largest 
percentage of Russian aircraft. We have aircraft from 
other countries as well. 
 The concern of the UK has been directed 
specifically at the relationship with Russian aircraft, 
although the questions themselves could include other 
countries as well; but they have raised specifically the 
relationship with the Russians.  
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The Speaker: Is that it? 
 Thank you, Premier. 
 
Mr. John Barritt: My last supplementary then, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: There is a further supplementary by the 
Honourable Member, to the Premier. 
 
Mr. John Barritt: To increase our understanding 
here, Mr. Speaker. 
 In one of the paragraphs, Mr. Premier, you 
referred to the fact that the UK Government is con-
cerned that Bermuda is conducting a revenue-raising 
business. Surely, that is the purpose; one does not 
have a register unless one is going to raise money. 
 I do not understand— 
 
The Speaker: Question. 
 
Mr. John Barritt: Yes, the question is, I do not under-
stand . . . is it technical factors or because we are 
raising revenue that the Register is under attack? 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Mr. Barritt. 
 Premier. 
 
Dr. the Hon. Ewart Frederick Brown: Mr. Speaker, I 
want to thank the Honourable Member for that ques-
tion because in answering it will give me an opportu-
nity to further inform Members as to what I think might 
be the ultimate motive behind this. 
 I was shocked when I read that we were being 
“accused” (my word) of engaging in a revenue-raising 
exercise because I have always seen the registry as 
something that realises for the country millions of dol-
lars. And, in fact, the last recorded number was 
somewhere near $13 million. And with our new strate-
gic plan, we envision that number rising as high as 
$16 million, $18 million—which is money that is well 
needed at this time. 
 Therefore, having read the history of the ex-
perience of the Cayman Islands when they ran out of 
cash and went to the Brits to get permission to borrow 
money, [they were] told, “No. And you must find ways 
to raise money.” So I thought raising money was all 
right.  
 
Some Hon. Members: Raise money. Yes! 
 
[Laughter and inaudible interjections] 
 
Dr. the Hon. Ewart Frederick Brown: Oh wow! 
 Mr. Speaker, would you please record this 
moment? 
 
[Laughter and inaudible interjections] 
 

The Speaker: Premier, it has been recorded! 
 Any further questions? 
 I recognise the Honourable Member, Dr. Gib-
bons from Paget East.  
 Dr. Gibbons has a question. 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Yes, thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Is it to the Premier? 
 

QUESTION NO. 2 ON BERMUDA’S AIRCRAFT 
REGISTRY 

 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Yes, it is to the Pre-
mier, in regard to the Premier’s statement on Ber-
muda’s Aircraft Registry. 

What recommended changes, if any, has the 
UK’s Department of Transport made to Government to 
mitigate their concerns about the operation of the 
Bermuda Register in regard to Russian aircraft? 

 
The Speaker: Thank you, Dr. Gibbons. 
 Mr. Premier. 
 
Dr. the Hon. Ewart Frederick Brown: Mr. Speaker, 
one specific had to do with what they considered to be 
inadequate staffing, that we needed more people. We 
are in the process of doing just that. 
 We have enjoyed, Mr. Speaker, as I said in 
my statement . . . ICAO (International Civil Aviation 
Organization) has considered the Bermuda Register 
to be outstanding. And we had never been told over 
the 11 years of existence that we did not have it right. 
And suddenly . . . and it is moving more quickly than I 
would have imagined. If you say we have a deficiency, 
give us some time to fix it and we will be all right. But I 
sense another agenda. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Mr. Premier. 
 Supplementary, Dr. Gibbons? 
 Dr. Gibbons has a supplementary. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Again to the Pre-
mier, Mr. Speaker. 
 Is the recommended increase in staff in order 
to allow more extensive inspection of the Russian air-
craft? Is that the purpose? 
 
The Speaker: Mr. Premier. 
 
Dr. the Hon. Ewart Frederick Brown: Mr. Speaker, I 
would imagine that they would want that and that that 
is where the personnel question originated. That is 
another reason why I am going to Russia on Sunday, 
because I want to hear from the people on the ground 
how they will respond to our efforts to fix it.  
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I am not going to leave anything open to 
question or conjecture. I am going over there (it is not 
one of my favourite spots, but I am going over there) 
so that I can talk to some of the people who are di-
rectly involved in this— 
 
An Hon. Member: On the ground. 
 
Dr. the Hon. Ewart Frederick Brown: —and ask 
them how we can fix it. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Mr. Premier. 
 Dr. Gibbons, do you have a further supple-
mentary? 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Yes, thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. My last supplementary. 
 Given the new spirit of openness and disclo-
sure here, would the Honourable Member be pre-
pared to share with this House the letter from the UK 
Department of Transport so that we can have a clear 
understanding of the impact on this obviously very 
important aircraft registry? 
 
The Speaker: That is a pretty quick one. 
 
Dr. the Hon. Ewart Frederick Brown: Absolutely 
yes. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Mr. Premier. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
The Speaker: It is recorded—Hansard. 
 Any further questions? 
 I just want to let Members know that we do 
have an hour. But if there are no further questions we 
will move on. But I think we have had a very admira-
ble dry run this morning. 
 The Honourable Member has a further ques-
tion? 
 

QUESTION NO. 1 ON PUBLIC ACCESS TO IN-
FORMATION ACT 2010 

 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: I agree with you, 
yes, Mr. Speaker, and I do. It is with respect to an-
other statement which the Premier gave, and that was 
on the Public Access to Information Act, 2010. 
 
The Speaker: The question? 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Yes, Mr. Speaker, 
here is the question. 
 With respect to his declaration that this Bill is 
not the beginning of government transparency, but the 
extension of your commitment to openness, can I ask 

the Premier whether or not he would table in this 
House the CoCo Reef lease? 
 
The Speaker: Question. 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Yes. The question is 
would the Premier table the lease and answer the 
outstanding parliamentary question. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
The Speaker: Premier? 
 
Dr. the Hon. Ewart Frederick Brown: Mr. Speaker, I 
did not make a statement in this House this morning 
with respect to CoCo Reef— 
 
The Speaker: Just ignore that. That is extraneous 
kind of— 
 
Dr. the Hon. Ewart Frederick Brown: So what is the 
rest of the question? 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
The Speaker: Will you make it available? You were 
asking— 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: It was respect to 
outstanding parliamentary questions on the corpora-
tion’s review, Mr. Speaker. But that too, I suppose is— 
 
The Speaker: No, we cannot bring over— 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: That has nothing to 
do with openness. 
 
The Speaker: Good try! 
 That is going outside of the actual statement. 
 
[Inaudible interjections and general uproar] 
 
The Speaker: The Honourable Member from Paget 
West. 
 Ms. Gordon-Pamplin, you have a question? 
 

QUESTION NO. 2. ON PUBLIC ACCESS TO IN-
FORMATION STATEMENT 

 
Mrs. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Yes, I do, Mr. 
Speaker, and it is to the Premier with respect to the 
Public Access to Information statement he made. 
 The question is, at the last paragraph on the 
first page there is reference to the introduction of 
PATI. On the second page . . . I wonder if the Premier 
is prepared to correct an obvious oversight in which 
the Member who brought the Bill to the House— 
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The Speaker: Question? 
 
Mrs. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: I am asking, is the 
Premier— 
 
The Speaker: It should be right to the point. 
 
Mrs. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Yes.  

This is the question: Will the Premier correct 
the oversight in the statement in which the Member 
who brought the PATI Bill has not been recognised by 
name, as this is reported and recorded for propriety?  

Thank you. 
  
 The Speaker: No, we are not going to entertain that. 
 You have to apprise the Speaker if you are 
going to be putting a question. And I would have told 
you that had you apprised me. There is going to be 
further opportunity because that matter is yet to be 
debated.  
 We will move on.  

No further questions. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
The Speaker: Uh-uh, you have to apprise the 
Speaker. I am sorry. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 

CONGRATULATORY AND/OR  
OBITUARY SPEECHES 

 
The Speaker: I am going to take the Honourable 
Member. Minister Blakeney, from Devonshire North 
Central has the floor. 
 Minister. 
 
Mr. Glenn A. Blakeney: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, and 
good morning colleagues. 
 I rise on a sad note this morning in asking this 
Honourable House to send messages of condolences 
to the family of the late Andre Hendrickson who was 
laid to rest subsequent to an incredible farewell ser-
vice at the Mount Zion AME Church last week.  
 Minister Zane De Silva would like to be asso-
ciated with that, and Mr. Charles Swan.  
 It was a church packed to capacity reminisc-
ing with regard to Andre’s contribution to this commu-
nity after having suffered such a tragic passing. 
 I knew Mr. Hendrickson personally through 
football when I was intricately involved at the execu-
tive level and coaching level at Devonshire Colts 
where he served as a goalkeeper as he did with other 
clubs.  

From his contribution as a family man . . . I 
think he was exemplary as a father, leaving two sur-
viving young school-age children and his wife. 

He also served a very successful tenure with 
the Bermuda Police Service and, most recently, 
served in my Ministry in the Youth and Sports De-
partment evolving from the ground up to become a 
qualified pilot.  
He will be sorely missed by all of those who were his 
colleagues at the Department. And on their behalf, as 
well, I would like to convey our most profound condo-
lences during the time of bereavement to the family of 
the late Andre Hendrickson.  

On a brighter note, Mr. Speaker, I would like 
to send congratulatory wishes to the Bermuda Track 
and Field Association for the incredible success that 
they enjoyed during the most recent Carifta Games 
winning several medals and having outstanding best 
performances recorded. 
 Also, Mr. Speaker, the Bermuda National Jun-
ior Gymnastics in-house competition that was held 
last Friday where I was privileged to be in attendance 
as was MP Lovitta Foggo, the area MP for the con-
stituency, and also our Shadow Minister, Mr. Charles 
Swan, who partook in the prize-giving subsequent to 
the competition proper. 
 I would also like to send congratulations to the 
Royal Bermuda Yacht Club on yet another Annual 
International Invitational Race Week held last week, 
notwithstanding the blustery wind conditions and the 
velocity of those winds, having had a devastating ef-
fect on one ship, which sank. But as a testament to 
sailors and sailing that ship was resurfaced and within 
24 hours back in competition. 
 And, if I may indulge one final congratulatory 
wish to the Bermuda National Rugby Association, Mr. 
Speaker, they recently competed at senior and junior 
level in the Cayman Islands. The youngsters retained 
the Conyers Youth Challenge Cup, while the senior 
men’s team won their International Rugby Board full 
international match in the Cayman Islands.  
 In the Conyers Youth Challenge Cup, the Un-
der 10 match, Bermuda won and then won the Con-
yers Under 12 Youth Challenge Cup— 
 
[Gavel] 
 
Mr. Glenn A. Blakeney: —so congratulations to the 
Bermuda— 
 
The Speaker: That has not changed the rules. 
 
Mr. Glenn A. Blakeney: —Rugby Association. Thank 
you. 
 
[Laughter] 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Mr. Blakeney. 
 I am going to take the Honourable Member, 
Minister Z. De Silva, who was trying to catch my eye. 
 Minister De Silva has the floor. 
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Mr. Zane J. S. De Silva: Good morning, and thank 
you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I rise on a happy note this morn-
ing. I would like this Honourable House to send con-
gratulations to a first class lady that we all know.  
 This first class lady was recently inducted to 
the Alumni Hall of Fame at the Southern University of 
Louisiana. This lady was one of six inductees. She 
has been in the investment arena for 25 years, been a 
licensed attorney for 32 years. She has held previous 
positions in public finance with two Wall Street in-
vestment banking houses.  
 
The Speaker: I think you should at least tell us her 
name. 
 
Mr. Zane J. S. De Silva: Oh, it is going come, Mr. 
Speaker. It is a surprise, Mr. Speaker. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Mr. Zane J. S. De Silva: We must be patient, we 
must be patient. 
 
The Speaker: Tell the House the name. 
 
Mr. Zane J. S. De Silva: Mr. Speaker, this lady was . . 
. as a result of passing a nationally standarised test in 
the United States, was an early entrance programme 
student at the tender age of 14 years at the Southern 
University of Louisiana.  
 This lady, Mr. Speaker— 
 
The Speaker: And I asking you to tell us the name of 
that lady. 
 
Mr. Zane J. S. De Silva: —is none other than the wife 
of the Premier of Bermuda, Mrs. Wanda Henton 
Brown. 
 
The Speaker: Okay. 
 
[Applause] 
 
The Speaker: Thank you Minister. 
 I am going to take the Honourable Member, 
Mr. K Swan, from St. Georges West. 

The Leader of the Opposition has the floor.  
 
Hon. Hubert (Kim) E. Swan: Good morning, Mr. 
Speaker, and good morning colleagues and listening 
audience. 
 I rise on a sad note to ask that this Honour-
able House send condolences to the family of the late 
Mr. Oliver Caisey Sr.  
 Mr. Caisey was well known in the tourism in-
dustry. He was well known and well respected within 
the Leopard’s Club community. But, Mr. Speaker, Mr. 

Caisey was well known as an icon within St. Georges’ 
Cricket Club where I am a member and a proud sup-
porter.  
 Mr. Oliver Caisey was well known as the 
Chairman of the Selection Committee for a marathon 
20 years. And as the members of the team, repre-
sented by Mr. Charley Marshall at his funeral, paid 
tribute to him, this man that was known for such a 
quiet demeanor that greeted our guests very ably for 
over 35 years at Grotto Bay (this gentleman also 
helped to build the Leopard’s Club), certainly could 
command the attention of his team as the Chairman of 
the Cup Match Selection as he watched them play in 
preparation and as he influenced the selectors to se-
lect a team. 
 But, Mr. Speaker, this man was a gentleman 
among gentlemen. I am proud to have known Mr. 
Oliver Caisey. He has influenced my life.Certainly, in 
my first official duty as Opposition Leader to attend 
the Cup Match, I  made it my duty to wear a jacket 
and a tie at Cup Match because I needed to represent 
the memory of Jack Burgess and I need to be respect-
ful like Mr. Caisey.  

And my president, Mr. Neil Paynter, asked 
who would be prepared to hold our flag now that Mr. 
Oliver Caisey has gone on. I . . . and I know many 
others will do likewise, because it was that type of re-
spect that he showed for the club, that type of dedica-
tion that he showed and that type of attitude that he 
displayed is certainly what needs to be carried on in 
this community. 

Mr. Speaker, I would like a suitable letter sent 
to this gentleman— 

 
The Speaker: To his family. 
 
Hon. Hubert (Kim) E. Swan: —and he was honoured 
as an OBE. And to his family. He was OBE, and that 
certainly was his actual initials, Mr. Speaker. 
 And on a happier note, I would like a suitable 
letter sent to Mr. Dale Butler, the Honourable Member 
in this Chamber, and Mr. Wendall “Shine”  Hayward of 
the Bermuda Musicians and Variety Artists as they 
move forward to the Hall of Fame and inducted, for 
strollers, Ms. June Caisey and Mrs. Wilson Tucker. 
Yesterday I was proud to be associated with that 
event.  
 And, finally Mr. Speaker, the Young Progres-
sives who celebrated their 40th anniversary yesterday.  
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you Mister Leader of the Oppo-
sition. 
 I am going to take the Honourable Member, 
Mr. K. Horton.  
 First let me say that I requested that the Hon-
ourable Member can sit in his seat with his jacket a 
little bit off, since he is experiencing some discomfort, 
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as we can see. He has one arm in a sling. That does 
not mean that he will promenade through the Cham-
ber without that jacket, however. 
 I now invite the Honourable Member to make 
his speech. Mr. K. Horton, from Southampton West.  
 
Hon. K. H. Randolph Horton: Mr. Speaker, I thank 
you for your empathy. 
 Mr. Speaker, I would like to ask that the Hon-
ourable House send condolences to three families. 
And I would also ask that I be associated with the re-
marks with regard to Mr. Oliver Caisey. As you know, I 
was a Cup Match player, and Mr. Caisey chose teams 
to put many licks on the Somerset Team. I was cer-
tainly glad on a few occasions to have been on the 
other side of the results. 
 Mr. Speaker, I would like to ask that condo-
lences be sent to the family of Mrs. Veta Vanecia 
Tucker. Mrs. Tucker was a very, very strong supporter 
of Warwick Secondary School when I was the princi-
pal there. She worked with the Parent Teacher’s As-
sociation and gave all the time that she could to en-
sure that all went well for her children who attended 
the Warwick Secondary School.  
 So condolences, please, to her son, JuJu, and 
daughters Vanecia Ronder and Andrea. 
 Additionally, Mr. Speaker, I would like to ask 
that condolences be sent to the family of Lois Virginia 
Smith, to her husband, Ivan, and their offspring, Carol 
Nicole and Carman. Together Mr. and Mrs. Smith 
raised what we consider to be a very wholesome fam-
ily. 
 And, Mr. Speaker, finally I ask that condo-
lences be sent to the family of Mrs. Edith Butler, to 
Roddy and Beverly Butler. 
 And on a positive note, Mr. Speaker, I would 
like to ask that congratulations be sent to two young 
people who received their CPAs, Stephanie Bain of 
Southampton, and James Lister, of the Lister family, 
who recently received his CPA. 
 I would like to ask that the Honourable Mem-
ber, Mr. Swan, be associated, Mr. Speaker. James 
Lister also is an outstanding.  I would like to congratu-
late him on being chosen the team MVP for West End 
United in the Corona League. He is also a member of 
the Corona All Star Team and he was the Corona De-
fender of the Year. 
 Thank you for your time, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Any further speakers? 
 I am going to take the Honourable Member, 
Ms. D. Butterfield, from Pembroke West Central. 
 Minister Butterfield, you have the floor.  
 
Hon. D. Neletha I. Butterfield: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 I was hoping to get recognised earlier simply 
because this Government also sponsored the Ber-
muda Musicians and Variety Artists Hall of Fame. So 

I, too, would like to be associated with those who were 
awarded or inducted into the Hall of Fame, and also to 
Mr. Dale Butler, JP, MP, for the outstanding work that 
he and Shine Hayward are doing.  
 Mr. Speaker, I would like to send condolences 
to the family of the late Clarence Corbin who is the 
husband of Mrs. Doris Corbin, long serving members 
of the St. Paul’s AME Church. I would like condo-
lences sent to them as well as Ms. Veta Tucker, that 
her name is [familiar] to many who attended Bright 
Temple AME Church and sang in that choir for many 
years and an outstanding seamstress in this island of 
Bermuda for many, many, many years.  
 While I am talking about the African Methodist 
Church, I think it would be fitting to congratulate the 
new presiding elder, Reverend Betty Furbert Wool-
ridge, first female presiding elder in the history of 
Bermuda. And I am sure, as the Word of God says in 
Proverbs, that she will bring wisdom, knowledge and 
understanding and sound counsel to those who seek 
help from her. 
 Mr. Speaker, I also want to be associated with 
congratulations sent to the Young Progressive Youth, 
the 40th anniversary, again another programme that 
the Ministry of Culture and Social Rehabilitation spon-
sored. I think it is important to recognise them. 
 As we sat and watched the film, someone 
who was sitting behind me (I believe it was Sir John 
Swan), and we saw bellbottom pants. He had those 
same pants on that afternoon and we wondered if it 
was those 40-year old pants that he had on. 
 What an excellent time we had there, and 
Down Memory Lane was just as good. And to see the 
young children from Victor Scott School present there 
to receive gifts from those. The two young men, 
Cleveland “Outta Sight” Simmons, and the High Priest 
Shiloh, gave his remarks. It was an outstanding time. 
It was fun to see some of the film that was being 
shown. 
 I quickly also want to send congratulations to 
the Family Intimacy Center that celebrated 10 years of 
strengthening families in Bermuda and congratulate 
them for the outstanding work that they are doing in 
the community. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  
 
The Speaker: Thank you Minister Butterfield. 
 I am going to take the Honourable Member, 
Mr. D. Butler from Warwick Northeast has the floor.  
 
Hon. Dale D. Butler: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Good 
morning. 
 I would like to commend Minister Butterfield 
for two fine speeches given yesterday, the first at the 
Young Progressive’s event, and then at the Hall of 
Fame. And let me go on to commend the Opposition 
Leader, who was there, and thank them both for their 
praise for the induction last night. The Opposition, in 
particular, highlighted the large number of musicians 
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who went on to play golf, which will now become a 
research project for the Hall of Fame.  
 Mr. Speaker, I also wish to be associated with 
the remarks and the congratulations given to Mrs. 
Wanda Henton Brown. Also the condolences to Mr. 
Oliver Caisey, and the congratulations given to James 
Lister. 
 Mr. Speaker, a young man of just 16 (who 
says his age is 60, but he looks like he is 16) has very 
successfully followed in the footsteps of Brinkey 
Tucker, Burnell Mohammed, and Dr. Joseph Christo-
pher in becoming published authors. So I ask that the 
House send congratulations to the author of Change 
your Life Now—The Journey of Continuous Empow-
erment. This book will change your life,.  The Minister 
of Health, the Honourable Walter Roban, would like to 
be associated in the congratulations being sent to Mr. 
Trevor Fyfe for his excellent effort which has been a 
sellout. I have no doubt that this book, with regard to 
health issues, will be a success and help every mem-
ber of the public. So, in that light, I wish the House to 
send congratulations to him. 
 Thank you. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister Butler. 
 I am going to take the Honourable and 
Learned Member, Mr. Crockwell, from Pembroke 
West. 
 Mr. Cockwell has the floor. 
 
Mr. Shawn G. Crockwell: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 I ask this Honourable House to send condo-
lences to the family of Paul Sofianos. Mr. Speaker, I 
would like to ask that the Honourable Minister Roban, 
be associated, the Opposition Leader be associated, 
quite a few, Dr. Gibbons, Mr. Barritt, and Mr. Charlie 
Swan be associated as well.  
 Mr. Sofianos died at the very young age of 43 
after battling some time with illness. He was well 
known in the entertainment industry. But, Mr. 
Speaker, he joined the Bermuda Democratic Alliance 
when we first started. He assisted us with organising 
many of our events. And despite his battle with illness, 
Mr. Speaker, Paul was always full of energy and en-
thusiasm. He had a positive outlook. So it came as a 
great shock to us that he lost that battle. His family is 
very devastated so we ask that we send our thoughts 
and prayers to the Sofianos family. 

Also, Mr. Speaker, I would like to be associ-
ated with the remarks of condolences to be sent to Mr. 
Hendrickson’s family. He was a family man, another 
young man who, at the tender age of 40, lost his life. I 
knew his wife growing up in school, Nichole Golden, 
now Hendrickson. They have been devastated by this 
loss, Mr. Speaker, so we ask that I be associated with 
those remarks. 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 

The Speaker: Thank you, Mr. Crockwell, the Honour-
able and Learned Member from Pembroke West. 
 I am going to take the Honourable Member, 
Dr. Gibbons, from Paget East. 
 Dr. Gibbons has the floor. 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker, and good morning. 
 Mr. Speaker, I would ask to be associated 
with the congratulations to Reverend Betty Furbert-
Woolridge on her appointment as presiding elder, and 
would like to wish her well with both her spiritual and 
secular duties. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Dr. Gibbons. 
 I am going to take the Honourable Member, 
Mrs. Gordon-Pamplin, from Paget West. 
 The Honourable Member, Mrs. Gordon-
Pamplin, has the floor. 
 
Mrs. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I would ask that this Honourable 
House send a note of condolences to the family of the 
late Marion Jennings. Mrs. Jennings was an icon of 
the St. Paul’s AME Church and her daughter, Sandra, 
as she was able to lay her mother to rest this past 
week, we were actually . . . it was almost a theatrical 
occurrence for us to sit and listen to the remarks that 
were given by Mrs. Jennings’ son-in-law (Sandra’s 
husband) talking about his mother-in-law and the spir-
ited individual that she was. 
 Mrs. Jennings was priceless, is the only way I 
can describe her, Mr. Speaker. She lived next to my 
mother and she was literally the neighbourhood per-
son who would make sure and take care of any per-
son who stood out of line in her opinion whether they 
be senior or not quite to senior. Mrs. Jennings will be 
sorely missed. And notwithstanding that her illness 
had kept her away from church for a while, she cer-
tainly will be missed in the St. Paul’s AME family. 
 I would also like to be associated, as St. 
Paul’s has lost a few people, with the condolences 
that the Honourable Member, Mrs. Butterfield, gave 
earlier to the family of the late Clarence Corbin, and 
just to say that if you speak about a gentleman’s gen-
tleman, Clarence Corbin epitomised that.  
 Mr. Corbin was an avid tennis player in his 
younger years, and he was one who was quite willing 
to embrace those younger people who would hang 
around the stadium, who did not have money to get 
onto the courts, but he would allow us the use of a 
racquet and would play with us in order to give us 
some of the skills and expose us to the finer traits of 
the tennis game. I would like to ask that I be associ-
ated with the condolences sent to his family, as well 
as the congratulations already articulated to Reverend 
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Betty Furbert-Woolridge on becoming the Presiding 
Elder. 
 Mr. Speaker, I would also, on a very happy 
note, ask that this Honourable House send a note of 
congratulations to those Members of the Youth Par-
liament who were so aptly represented in the presen-
tation award ceremony of last week, Thursday, 29 
April 2010. Mr. Speaker, the Honourable Leader of the 
Opposition would like to be associated with those 
comments.  

I have a list (which I will give to the Clerk) and 
specifically I would like to point out the two that I 
thought were very interesting: the most promising de-
bater, Jason Jackson, and the most likely politician, 
Jacari Brimmer-Landy. Mr. Brimmer-Landy also won 
the Outstanding Teen of Bermuda award, so I would 
like to offer our congratulations to him. 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 

The Speaker: Time is up.  
 
[laughter and inaudible interjections] 
 
The Speaker: I now recognise the Honourable Dame 
Jennifer Smith from St. Georges North. 
 Dame Jennifer has the floor. 
 
Hon. Dame Jennifer Smith: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 I have written down all of the things that I 
agree with, so I will not mention them. 
 I rise to offer condolences to the family of the 
late Sylvia Denise Darrell Caines, who is survived by 
her sons Sinclair and Arnold, grandchildren, Arnette, 
Nichole Scott, Shannon, Daniel and 12 grandchildren. 
She was very active in the Wagon Wheel Club, Christ 
Church Warwick, the Ladies Guild and the Garden 
Club. 
 Mr. Speaker, I noted that at this year’s exhibi-
tion when they honoured Mrs. Nell Johnson, that Nell 
Johnson gave credit to Sylvia Caines for nominating 
her to work on the exhibition. And she  has now cele-
brated 50 years doing that. So congratulations to Mrs. 
Nell Johnson as well.  
 Mr. Speaker, I also ask that the Parliamentary 
Registrar, Mr. Randy Scott, and his assistant, Mrs. 
Tenia Woolridge, be congratulated for their recently 
conducted Great Debate. The students who partici-
pated represented schools from St. Georges to 
Sandys, both public and private. Mr. Barritt and the 
Government Whip, Lovitta Foggo, wish to be associ-
ated. We were all judges, let me just say that.  
 I ask also that congratulations be given to the 
winning students. But all of the students should be 
congratulated for the hard work they put in and for 
their performance, which was actually quite inspiring. 
The winners were Marcus Bean, from CedarBridge, 
Tomika Jackson from Sandys Middle School, and 
Meagan Sutcliffe, from Bermuda High School for Girls. 

 Mr. Speaker, finally, I would like to congratu-
late Ebenezer Methodist Church who held their An-
nual Heritage Month Service. In honour of the Green 
theme they focused on the Insightful Stewards of 
God’s Creation. As usual, Mr. Speaker, the church 
was beautifully decorated by Rose Smith Douglas. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you Dame Jennifer. 
 I am going to take the Honourable and 
Learned Member, Mr. M. Scott from Sandys North.  
 Minister Scott you have the floor. 
 
Hon. Michael J. Scott: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 What an honour it is for me to stand and ask 
to be associated with the congratulations and com-
mendations to the new Presiding Elder of the African 
Methodist Episcopal Church, Reverend Betty Furbert-
Woolridge.  
 Mr. Speaker, I was present at the Friday Town 
Hall Meeting presided over by Bishop Norris, and 
there was a wonderful spirit of congratulations on the 
announcement of the new Presiding Elder, in a real 
sense of continuing the governance of the church un-
der the Presiding Elder after Presiding Elder Eve.  

I take this opportunity to thank Presiding Elder 
Eve too for a beautiful period of service and steward-
ship of the churches of the African Methodist family. 
 So I commend Reverend Betty and wish her 
well. She held her first quarterly meeting with the Allen 
Temple Church which she was pastor of. Now that 
she has been assigned to St. Phillips I know that she 
is looking forward to the several quarterlies that she is 
going to be conducting. 
 I heard Dame Jennifer commend a person 
who is known to me very well for his work as a judge, 
so I wish to commend Dame Jennifer and the Hon-
ourable learned Member, Mr. Barritt and the Whip, 
and my brother, the Parliamentary Registrar. 
 Someone said to me that my brother was in-
volved in a community event. I thought it was Law-
rence, it turns out to be Kenneth, and I discovered it 
this morning. So I comment him.  
 Thank you. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 I am going to take the Honourable Member 
Mr. C. Swan from Southampton West Central. 
 Mr. Swan, you have the floor.  
 
Mr. Charles F. B. Swan: Mr. Speaker, I rise today. I 
do have a few condolences, and I have filled out the 
forms, which I will pass on. 
 I would like to start by sending condolences to 
the family of Nellie Anne Louse Wilkinson, whose fu-
neral I attended on the 21st. I am quite good friends 
with her son, Gary Wilkinson. 



22 7 May 2010 Official Hansard Report 
 

House of Assembly 
 

 I would also like this House to send condo-
lences to the family of Dorothy Fox, of Jennings Bay 
Road in Southampton.  
 And also to the family of Joe Hall, who passed 
away back in April. Mr. Hall lived just down the street 
from me and never omitted, if he was in his garden, to 
explain the intricacies of growing pumpkins or toma-
toes. The Honourable Leader, Kim Swan, would like 
to be associated and, I believe, Cole Simons. 
 
An Hon. Member: Yes. 
 
Mr. Charles F. B. Swan: Thank you. 
 And lastly for condolences, Mr. Speaker, the 
family of James P. Skinner, who passed away re-
cently, unfortunately at a young age, leaving a wife 
and two daughters, Caroline and Sarah. I believe that 
the Honourable Members, Mr. Barritt and Dr. Gibbons 
would like to be associated with that, and Cole 
Simons.  
 Lastly, Mr. Speaker, I would like to be associ-
ated with the congratulatory remarks to the Junior 
Rugby Team down in the Cayman Islands, and also to 
the Yacht Club for their recently completed Race 
Week, and in particular, Mr. Speaker, to two sailors 
there, both Bermudian, Rockal Evans, who won the 
Laser class, and Penny Simmons. And these are two 
people from opposite ends of the age here winning 
their respective classes.    
 The Gymnastics Association recently com-
pleted tryouts for the championships they are attend-
ing. I would like to be associated with that and also 
the congratulatory remarks to the new Presiding 
Elder, Reverend Betty Furbert-Woolridge. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Mr. Swan. 
 I wish to be associated with the obits concern-
ing Mrs. Wilkinson, whom I knew very well. Thank 
you. 
 I now recognise the Honourable Member, Mr. 
Simons. 
 Mr. Simons has the floor from Smith’s South. 
 
Mr. Nelson H. Cole Simons: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 I rise to send condolences to Jim McKey, local 
radio personality. He recently lost his mother, Mrs. 
Rosalie McKey. She will be buried today. She was 
100 years old. I had a close relationship with that lady. 
She ran her affairs, balanced her checking account 
right up until the very end. She rode horses as long as 
she could, and she was very, very feisty. So, Mr. 
Speaker, I would like to send condolences to Mr. 
McKey and his family on the passing of his mother 
and grandmother.  
 Mr. Speaker, I would like to associate myself 
with the comments made in regard to J. P. Skinner. I 
have known J.P. since he was a young boy. He was 

always friendly with his older brothers and sisters. He 
was one that danced to his own drum, so to speak, 
Mr. Speaker. He was a very smart young man. I would 
like a letter to also go out to his parents, Dave and 
Joan Skinner, who live in my constituency.  
 Mr. Speaker, I would like to associate myself 
with the comments made in regard to Ms. Sylvia 
Caines, another Warwick matriarch, a lovely person 
and she will be sadly missed by the Warwick East 
community. 
 I would like to also associate myself with the 
congratulatory remarks made in regard to Nell John-
son and her 50 years of contribution to Bermuda Ex-
hibition, again, another Warwick person. We com-
mend her for her sterling contributions.  
 Finally, Mr. Speaker, I would like to send con-
gratulatory remarks to Reverend Betty Furbert-
Woolridge on her promotion. I wish her all the best in 
her new role. I am sure Bermuda will be supporting 
her. 
 Thank you.  
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Mr. Simons. 
 I now recognise the Honourable Member, Mr. 
W. Lister, from Sandys South Central, I believe. 
 Mr. Lister has the floor. 
 
Hon. Walter M. Lister: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  
 I would just like to join those who have gone 
before me in saying congratulations to the Reverend 
Betty Furbert-Woolridge. She has been my spiritual 
leader and shepherd for the last 16 years. And, be-
lieve me. She has helped to keep me on the straight 
and narrow. 
 Mr. Randy Horton, who is sitting in the back 
here— 
 
The Speaker: The Honourable Member. 
 
Hon. Walter M. Lister: The Honourable Member, yes, 
has asked to be associated with that. 
 And Mr. Dennis Lister.  
 Mr. Speaker, what in actual fact is happening 
in the church is that the Presiding Elder is the person 
who acts in the capacity of the Bishop in his absence. 
As you know, in the AME Church, the Bishop is re-
sponsible for a number of districts, of which Bermuda 
is one. So, her promotion to that post is historic, and 
we are very happy to see her put in that position. 
 Although we at the church are very sorry to 
see her go, she has proven herself as a true adminis-
trator over past years. I believe she is very well 
equipped both from a spiritual point of view and also 
from a religious point of view to assume those re-
sponsibilities. I ask that this House send a letter of 
congratulations to her wishing her very well. 
 Thank you. 
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The Speaker: Thank you, Mr. W. Lister, from Sandys 
South Central. 
 I now recognise the Honourable Member 
Lovitta Foggo, from St. David’s. 
 If I can just get the attention of Mr. Lister.  
 Yes, Ms. Foggo has the floor, the Honourable 
Member from St. David’s. 
 
Ms. Lovitta F. Foggo: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, I will 
be very brief. 
 I would first like to be associated with the 
condolences regarding Mr. Oliver Caisey, a St. Geor-
gian, affiliated with St. Georges Cricket Club, and af-
filiated with sports in general. Anyone who is associ-
ated with the Blue and Blue deserves all the honour, 
Mr. Speaker. 
 Also, condolences for the Painter family, in 
particular for Edna Mae, who is a contemporary of 
mine. We just want her to know that she has our 
heartfelt sympathy. 
 And congratulatory remarks for the Gymnas-
tics Association. Last weekend they had an event that 
was judged by international officers. Many of them did 
qualify to participate in the Nationals overseas. So we 
look  forward to them taking part in that event and put-
ting Bermuda on the map once again, because in that 
capacity they will be serving as ambassadors for our 
country. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I think that is it, as 
the Dame did associate me with the remarks for the 
Debate. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Ms. Foggo. 
 Any further speakers? 
 No further speakers? We will move on. 
 

MATTERS OF PRIVILEGE 
 
The Speaker: There are none.  
 

PERSONAL EXPLANATIONS 
 
The Speaker: There are none.  

 
NOTICE OF MOTIONS FOR THE  
ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE  

ON MATTERS OR URGENT  
PUBLIC IMPORTANCE 

 
The Speaker: There are none.  
 

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS  
 

GOVERNMENT BILLS 
 
The Speaker: I recognise the Honourable Member, 
Dr. Brown. 

 Mr. Premier has the floor. 
 
Dr. the Hon. Ewart Frederick Brown: Mr. Speaker, I 
beg your indulgence for a moment. 
 
The Speaker: Yes, the Premier is going to . . . yes. 
 

FIRST READINGS  
 

PUBLIC ACCESS TO INFORMATION ACT 2010  
 
Dr. the Hon. Ewart Frederick Brown: Mr. Speaker, I 
move for leave to introduce and read the first time by 
its title a Bill entitled, The Public Access to information 
Act 2010. 
 
The Speaker: Government does not need the leave 
of the House when they are introducing Bills under the 
new [Standing Orders]. You just ask that it be set 
down as an order of the day for the next day of meet-
ing. 
 
Dr. the Hon. Ewart Frederick Brown: All right.  
 I move for leave also, Mr. Speaker— 
 
The Speaker: Carry on. 
 

MEDIA COUNCIL ACT 2010 
 
Dr. the Hon. Ewart Frederick Brown: —to introduce 
and read for the first time . . . I ask that the Bill be set 
down on the Order Paper for the next day of meeting, 
the Media Council Act 2010 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 So ordered. 
 When the Government is introducing a Bill, 
under the new [Standing Orders] they do not need the 
leave of the House. So I do not put the question. We 
just simply recognise the fact that the Bills have been 
presented to the House. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
The Speaker: Are there any other introductions of 
Bills? 
 We will move on. 
 

NOTICES OF MOTIONS  
 
The Speaker: I now recognise the Honourable 
learned Member, Mr. T. G. Moniz, from Smith’s West. 
 Mr. Moniz has the floor. 
 
REVIEW OF BERMUDA IMMIGRATION AND PRO-

TECTION AMENDMENT ACT 2007  
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: I am obliged, Mr. Speaker. 
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 I propose to move the following Motion at the 
next day of meeting: 

That this Honourable House urges the Gov-
ernment to review the Bermuda Immigration and Pro-
tection Amendment Act 2007 in particular with regards 
to restrictions placed on Bermudians with non-
Bermudian spouses or parents and to extend the am-
nesty period for these categories while the review 
proceeds.  
 
The Speaker: Any objection? 
 Agreed to. 
 
[Motion carried] 
 

ORDERS OF THE DAY 
 
The Speaker: The first Order . . . I do not know if 
there is any need for me to read it, but it— 
 
An Hon. Member: Read it to the listening audience. 
 
The Speaker: The first Order is the Second Reading 
of the Police and Criminal Evidence (Amendment) 
Act. Carried over. 
 Order number 2 is Liquor Licensing (Amend-
ment) Act. Carried over. 
 A Motion to be moved by the Honourable 
Member, Dr. Brown, the Premier, concerning a study 
of the Employment Earnings. Carried over. 
 Order number 4, Motion to be moved by the 
Honourable Premier, the Impact of Climate Change 
for Bermuda. Carried over. 
 That brings us to Order number 5, Motion in 
the name of the Honourable Member, Dr. Brown, 
which is that this Honourable House Take Note of the 
Green Paper on Gaming. 
 Mr. Premier has the floor. 
 

TAKE NOTE MOTION: 
  

GREEN PAPER ON GAMING 
 
Dr. the Hon. Ewart Frederick Brown: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 It was David Lloyd George who said, and I 
quote, “Don’t be afraid to take a big step. You cannot 
cross a chasm in two small jumps.” 
 Mr. Speaker, I rise today to lead a debate on 
an issue which naturally flows from the economic dis-
cussion which dominated the proceedings in this 
Honourable House in the previous session. It may well 
be the case that Honourable Members a year or two 
ago could have paid little attention to this matter and 
dismissed it as some flight of fancy. The global can-
vass on which the world’s economic fortune is painted 
features broad strokes of uncertainty, accents of re-

gional challenges and subtle hints of opportunity for 
the bold.  
 Mr. Speaker, I cite the British Prime Minister 
Lloyd George because he was called upon both as 
Chancellor and as Prime Minister to introduce a fresh 
approach to taxation in the United Kingdom. What we 
know as death duties and land taxes were introduced 
against the opposition of the landed gentry, and made 
him a pariah in the drawing rooms of polite society. He 
could not achieve the ends of his government’s re-
forms in aid of the poor and the disenfranchised with-
out this action. And it would be another 30 years, Mr. 
Speaker, before Clement Attlee perfected his vision of 
a government that had the ability to take care of its 
people from cradle to grave. 
 Mr. Speaker, Bermuda faces its own chasm in 
2010. Like so many of our competitors and regional 
partners, Bermuda’s tourism is suffering the effects of 
these global conditions. Conservative travel decisions, 
sluggish capital markets, waning hotel product and 
entertainment challenges are only some of what face 
us and many others. 
 The reversal of those problems is not an 
overnight fix. And I wish to make it crystal clear. My 
support of the introduction of legalised gaming in 
Bermuda is not based on the fact that on its own it will 
solve our tourism woes. Instead, Mr. Speaker, I see 
gaming as part of a package of changes that we have 
had to embrace as part of our maturation as a com-
munity. This country has had to accept some shifts in 
our reality. They include: 

(i) money is not confined to in the United 
States’ North East corridor; 

(ii)  money has no colour; 
(iii)  amenities matter; 
(iv)  product, product, product; 
(v)  it is not enough to berth ships in a jewelry 

store, there must be something worth 
buying; and 

(vi)  our competitors flatter us only by their imi-
tation of our former successes. 

 
Mr. Speaker, embracing these realities has 

caused us to become conversant in a language we 
thought we could avoid just by being Bermuda. For 
me, I can remember when fractionals, condo-hotel 
and leaseback were curse words in Bermuda. Now 
however, we accept that a hotel is comprised of many 
moving parts of which these are some. We made the 
transition to these kinds of hotel products because to 
have not done so, would have signaled to the world 
that we were not in the tourism business. We did what 
we did in framing Hotel Concession legislation be-
cause it was necessary to put Bermuda first. That was 
the spirit in which that legislation won support across 
party lines in this Honourable House and elsewhere, 
Mr. Speaker, and it is that same attitude of what is 
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best for Bermuda that must govern our approach to 
this issue of gaming. 

Mr. Speaker, the American humorist Will 
Rogers put it best when he said, “Even if you are on 
the right track, you will get run over if you just sit 
there.” With our focus on hotel development, our ap-
proaches to India and China, the attempts to diversify 
our economy, and our emphasis on the improvement 
of education and public safety, Mr. Speaker, we are 
on the right track; but we cannot just sit there. 

Mr. Speaker, this Green Paper on Gaming For 
Bermuda represents the fulfillment of this Govern-
ment’s promise to provide for the people of Bermuda 
dispassionate research on the “vexed issue of gam-
ing”. Since the Paper’s release on March 5th, we have 
seen public discussion stimulated and views pro and 
con expressed. This likewise fulfills the intention of the 
Paper’s preparation. With information, positions can 
be formed, views expressed and policy made. Mr. 
Speaker, 43 written submissions were received and 
among them was a single submission from United For 
Change, A Fellowship of Churches in Bermuda which 
bore over 2000 signatures. Mr. Speaker, I am pleased 
by the interest shown by those who took the time to 
respond and I wish to thank them for participating in 
the process. In fact just yesterday morning I met with 
the leaders of United For Change. As we listen to the 
views expressed in this Honourable House and have 
regard to those submissions from members of the 
public I expect that we will forge new legislation that 
achieves many of the aims expressed to be in the 
best interest of Bermuda. 

Mr. Speaker, I have also noted the position of 
the United Bermuda Party and Bermuda Democratic 
Alliance. The BDA’s clear expression of support is 
welcomed and is supported by the facts on gaming. 
Mr. Speaker, I look forward to the UBP’s true position 
on gaming as from their Leader’s statement they ap-
pear to be against gaming “as pushed by the PLP 
Government”. Perhaps they support some other form 
of gaming or gaming presented by another Govern-
ment. 

Mr. Speaker, Honourable members will have 
had ample time to consider the Paper and I do not 
propose to read large portions of it. There are, how-
ever, a number of points I must make in support of the 
debate on the Paper and its contents. 

Mr. Speaker, the Executive Summary sets out 
the process by which the research and recommenda-
tions come to exist and form part of the Paper. In this 
regard I again echo my thanks to the professionals of 
the Innovation Group who conducted the initial, de-
tailed research and to the members of the Task Force 
on Gaming who received that report, sought the views 
of the public and submitted their recommendations for 
the consideration of Cabinet. If there was ever an ex-
ercise in democracy, Mr. Speaker, this is it! 

Mr. Speaker, in what I think is one of the more 
laudable aspects of this exercise I wish to draw the 

attention of Honourable Members to page 1 of the 
Innovation Group’s report. That first paragraph accu-
rately sets out the ambit of the research sought: “Spe-
cifically, we have been charged with recommending a 
gaming platform for the country that balances the tour-
ism development goals of government with the array 
of potential economic benefits and reciprocal impacts 
associated with different scenarios.” 

That summarised, Mr. Speaker, means that 
we did not commission a study with a view to having 
gaming for the sake of gaming, but with a targeted 
focus in mind. That of providing some stimulus to our 
tourism industry and an amenity that signals our con-
tinued competitiveness in the tourism marketplace. 

Mr. Speaker, that directive as part of the 
scope of work accounts for the findings of the Innova-
tion Group. Honourable Members will have noted that 
certain forms of gaming have not been recommended 
as a means by which to enhance tourism. I wish to 
point out that this does not mean that these forms of 
gaming, like hosting Internet wagering, should be ig-
nored. Tourism is but one of the areas that can be 
helped by gaming and the open mind of Bermuda 
First that we bring to these considerations, means that 
we must determine the place, if any, for other forms of 
gaming also. 

Mr. Speaker, the talk in the street about this 
discussion is focused mainly on casinos; and perhaps 
quite rightly. Casino gaming is the recommended op-
tion for Bermuda by both panels whose reports form 
this Paper. At page 4 of the Innovation Group’s Re-
port, Mr. Speaker, we find these words: “Gaming, if 
established, will offer a complementary activity in 
Bermuda, where daytime activities such as golf and 
water sports are the primary activity. Based on inter-
views of hotel management and other tourism industry 
professionals, Bermuda formerly featured a higher 
level of entertainment and other evening activities. 
The drop in evening activities is a lost opportunity, in 
that some tourists will likely participate in gaming if it 
were available.” 

And further, Mr. Speaker, “Despite its prox-
imity to the population of major East Coast US cities 
and its natural beauty, Bermuda has fallen behind 
many Caribbean and even Central American destina-
tions for many tourists. While casino style gaming may 
not be viewed as a panacea to correct Bermuda’s 
tourism challenges, the country is losing out on oppor-
tunities by not having casino gaming. Casino gaming 
is an industry that is now prevalent throughout the US 
and Caribbean, has become socially acceptable for 
many adults, and is expected to remain strong in the 
near and intermediate future as many adults get 
older.” 

Mr. Speaker, Honourable Members will recall 
the address to key stakeholders by the Hon. Vincent 
Vanderpool-Wallace, Minister of Tourism of the Ba-
hamas. His detailed and informative presentation can 
be summed up in two words that describe what gam-
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ing could mean to Bermuda’s tourism: “Game-
Change.” Shedding his competition’s hat for those few 
hours, the Minister, a recognised tourism guru, clearly 
made the case for gaming’s positive impact on Ber-
muda’s tourism potential. 

Mr. Speaker, this usefully frames the context 
of the tourism discussion as it relates to gaming and 
little expansion on this theme by me is required. Page 
11 of the Innovation Group Report sharpens the fo-
cus. In the first paragraph, Mr. Speaker, they record a 
fact which our experience in hotel development has 
taught us: “More importantly, as a catalyst casino 
gaming will enhance the attractiveness of Bermuda for 
potential investors by not only adding an attractive 
amenity to a resort, but also providing an additional 
source of cash flow upon which capital can be raised.” 

Mr. Speaker, this submission urges us as a ju-
risdiction to always have an eye to the future. We can 
be content with what we have, but we must never 
again lose our competitive edge—that edge which 
moved us from salt to blockade running; from onions 
and lilies to tourism and international business. What 
appear to now be logical progressions is, in fact, the 
story of change for survival’s sake and in the name of 
doing what is best for Bermuda. 

Mr. Speaker, the Task Force on Gaming was 
appointed to receive the work of the Innovation Group 
and to cast its findings through the prism of local sen-
sitivities. This group hosted public meetings through-
out the Island and invited written and oral submis-
sions. 

Mr. Speaker, in my initial meetings with the 
Task Force I attempted to steel their resolve for the 
opposition they would encounter. In fact, at page 5 of 
their report they record their expectations in this re-
gard and note that as opposed to the full court press, 
they received 14 written submissions of which 2 were 
against gaming, and had an average attendance of 45 
at their public meetings. Mr. Speaker, I do not ascribe 
this to apathy on the part of the people of Bermuda, 
but I am of the view that attitudes towards this whole 
issue of gaming have softened. Bermudians are 
worldly, rational people who in considering their own 
extensive travel experiences, which includes traveling 
on cruise ships which have casinos, have come to 
recognise that properly managed and regulated gam-
ing can make an effective addition to tourism ameni-
ties and to the variety of activities available to adults in 
their own communities. 

Mr. Speaker, the Task Force considered all of 
the information before it and their findings can be 
summarised in the view expressed at page 7 of their 
report where they say “the expected economic re-
wards of the introduction of a casino gaming environ-
ment to Bermuda far outweigh the perceived risk of 
adverse social impacts.” This determination is impor-
tant, Mr. Speaker, because it was made by a cross 

section of Bermudians and was not requested or re-
quired of the Innovation Group. 

Mr. Speaker, again employing their localised 
prism, I commend to Honourable Members their rec-
ommendation at page 10 of the report: “that the other 
forms of gaming that presently take place in Bermuda 
should come under one single, regulatory regime. . . ” 
Mr. Speaker, this recommendation was welcomed by 
Cabinet and is commended to Honourable Members 
for their support as it indicates, on its own, progress in 
this area. 

Mr. Speaker, the Task Force considered po-
tential casino locations and as Honourable Members 
will be aware, the City of Hamilton was considered 
and recommended as the most suitable. With this 
overall finding the Task Force also recommended: 

(i) that an RFP process be conducted to at-
tract the best in the world to operate such a casino; 

(ii) that the casino be privately owned and op-
erated (and I might add here, by Bermudians as well. 
So the ownership must include Bermudians.); 

(iii) that there be no restrictions on the partici-
pation of Bermudians; 

(iv) that gaming be permitted at the earliest 
opportunity; and 

(v) that the revenue received be earmarked 
for, among other things, funding programmes aimed 
at addressing any potential negative social impact 
associated with gaming. 

 
Mr. Speaker, no discussion on gaming can ig-

nore the social impact it can have on individuals, fami-
lies and communities. Genuine professionals in this 
field of gaming do not shy away from this aspect of 
matters, and with that in mind, both the Innovation 
Group and the Task Force address it. 

Pages 25 – 27 of the Innovation Group’s Re-
port set out considerations in this area, and page 27 in 
particular indicates in table form the sum of the costs 
associated with gaming. Addressing the issues asso-
ciated with the social problems that can arise is miti-
gated by the ability to afford the best help required 
and committing funding from the proceeds of the very 
activity that contributed to the issues. 

Mr. Speaker, accepting the findings of the In-
novation Group in this area, the Task Force states at 
page 14 of its report, “one advantage, however, of 
coming into the game late is the fact that any adverse 
impacts can be assessed from the experiences of 
other jurisdictions, recognized in advance and 
planned for.” Mr. Speaker this is well stated and 
means that the introduction of gaming to Bermuda 
need not be as dramatic as it might have been for 
other jurisdictions. 

Mr. Speaker, Honourable Members will recall 
that during the course of last month the Government 
made expertise in responsible gaming available for 
the respective caucuses and those Independents 
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within the Legislature. Representing the Nova Scotia 
Gaming Corporation, Ms. Maggie McGee outlined for 
Honourable Members the tenets adopted to promote 
and operate gaming responsibly in the Canadian prov-
ince of Nova Scotia. 

In this regard, Mr. Speaker, Honourable 
Members will have taken note of the Social Responsi-
bility Charter that forms part of this Green Paper. Re-
sponsible gaming would form the centerpiece of any 
Government regulated industry in almost identical 
terms to that contained at page three of that Charter. 
Any legalised gaming in Bermuda would seek to: 

(i)  protect and benefit Bermudians; 
(ii)  put social responsibility first; 
(iii)  make revenue a secondary priority; 
(iv)  help those who need it and prevent 

problems wherever possible; 
(v)  extend the benefits to all people; 
(vi)  make evidence based decisions; 
(vii)  ensure integrity and security; and 
(viii) give Bermudians the facts. 

 
Mr. Speaker, some Honourable Members may 

speak to anecdotal experiences with the adverse im-
pact of gaming on citizens and communities. I can 
only urge Honourable Members not to permit their 
position on this issue to be forged by personal misgiv-
ings but to put Bermuda first. 

Mr. Speaker, the Green Paper invites Hon-
ourable Members and the public to take note of two 
jurisdictions and their approach to gaming. Regional 
partners, St. Kitts and Jamaica, are submitted for 
comparative purposes. The St. Kitts study speaks to 
the regulatory regime, and Honourable members will 
note that that Island’s approach is to demand a series 
of fees and an annual tax payable by licensed casino 
gaming establishments. Licenses to carry on the busi-
ness of physical gaming are only granted to hotels of 
at least 200 rooms. 

Mr. Speaker, the Jamaica model is another 
submitted for the consideration of Honourable Mem-
bers and the public. A Board of Trustees is charged 
with allocating funds under a model that has come to 
be known as CHASE—Culture, Health, Arts, Sports 
and Education. 

Mr. Speaker, 40 per cent of the funds from 
gaming is devoted to sports development. Some may 
deem this money well spent as athletes, like Usain 
Bolt and many others, are the lightening speed proof 
of the success of the programme. 

It may well be that the detailed allocation of 
the funds raised from gaming revenues is contem-
plated by any subsequent Bill to be considered by this 
Honourable House or form part of the policy frame-
work in the administration of gaming. On that point, I 
welcome the views of Honourable Members and as 
the Green Paper solicits, the views of the general pub-
lic. 

Mr. Speaker, when I tabled this Green Paper I 
invoked the example of Singapore and its recent ex-
perience with the introduction of casino gaming. The 
parallels between Bermuda and Singapore are appar-
ent and, like us, their decision to introduce gaming 
was made against the background of a need to 
freshen their product offerings for tourists. Mr. 
Speaker, it is important to note that if a destination as 
noteworthy, and one that evokes images of Southeast 
Asia’s exotic yet cosmopolitan flavour, like Singapore, 
responds to the demands of international competition 
with the introduction of gaming, we in Bermuda must 
engage in a real discussion of this issue on the same 
basis. 

Mr. Speaker, if we are to be true to “Tourism 
as the 2nd pillar of the economy” and “Bermuda First,” 
two maxims that often feature in debate in this Hon-
ourable House, we must recognise the importance of 
this debate and formation of the policy in this area. 

Mr. Speaker, I have reflected on those issues 
in modern times that have caused apparent angst in 
certain sectors of the community. From my experience 
in this Honourable House, and just from coming of 
age in Bermuda, I recall the introduction of Sunday 
shopping. Retailers did everything but march for it, 
and a strong church lobby opposed it. Ministers 
thought it the third rail of politics as a result. Who 
would believe today, Mr. Speaker, that it was ever an 
issue in this country? Customers demanded it, market 
forces have supported it and culturally we have 
adapted to it. Not every store is open on Sunday and 
not every person shops on Sundays. It is a matter of 
personal choice by merchant and customer alike. So it 
will be with gaming—a matter of choice—something 
available if you wish to take advantage of it and some-
thing you can ignore if you so choose. 

Mr. Speaker, before I commend the remainder 
of this debate to Honourable Members, allow me to 
end with the words of a great lover of Bermuda, Mark 
Twain. He said: “Twenty years from now you will be 
more disappointed by the things that you didn’t do 
than by things you did. So throw off the bow lines. Sail 
away from the safe harbour. Catch the trade winds in 
your sails. Explore. Dream. Discover.” Wise counsel, 
Mr. Speaker.  

Thank you. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Mr. Premier. 
 I would entertain . . . just before I do, just let 
me acknowledge the presence in the Speaker’s Gal-
lery of former Member, Mr. R. A. Burrows, who has 
come to observe us today. 
 
[Applause] 
 
The Speaker: And also, may I intimate that under 
new Standing Order 19, each Member is only re-
stricted to 30 minutes. However, there are some ex-
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ceptions which we will encounter as we go on. But 30 
minutes each Member will be allocated. 
 Mr. Premier has the . . . Mr. Premier, I am 
trying to catch your eye. 
 Mr. Premier has the floor. 
 
Dr. the Hon. Ewart Frederick Brown: Mr. Speaker, I 
move that we adjourn for lunch. 
 
The Speaker: Any objection? 
 Agreed to. 
 
[Motion carried] 
 
The Speaker: The House stands adjourned for lunch 
and will resume again at 2:00 pm 
 

Proceedings suspended at 12:37 pm 
 

Proceedings resumed at 2:00 pm 
 

TAKE NOTE MOTION:  
 

GREEN PAPER ON GAMING 
 
[Continuation of debate thereon] 
 
The Speaker: We are going to resume debate on the 
Take Note Motion by the Honourable Premier on the 
Green Paper on Gaming.  

I now recognise the Honourable Member, Mr. 
K. Swan, Leader of the Opposition, from St. George’s 
West.  

Mr. Swan has the floor. 
 
Hon. Hubert (Kim) E. Swan: Good afternoon Mr. 
Speaker.  

Mr. Speaker, it is with a heavy heart, some-
what, that I rise today to debate this . . .  
 
The Speaker: Did somebody pass? 
 
Hon. Hubert (Kim) E. Swan: Yes.  

Mr. Speaker, because there are a number of 
social concerns that arise in our Island today and the 
Premier rightly said that we must put Bermuda first. 
And, as you know, Mr. Speaker, I indeed not only par-
ticipated as a co-chair but supported wholeheartedly 
the concept of the Bermuda First Report, the Bermuda 
First Initiative, which was brought to this Honourable 
House earlier this year.  

But I want to say that, against the backdrop of 
the social ills that exist and are ever prevalent in our 
society today, it is indeed very disturbing that the tim-
ing of this Bill once again coincides with yet another 
week of murder and a week of social turmoil and that 
certainly makes it difficult for me, and I am sure for 
others, to be grappling with this subject. I know that 

the social health of our country is what most, if not all, 
Members are concerned with.  

In the Report, the Green Paper, there is not a 
lot of  detail certainly, put forward in the initial pages of 
the Green Paper, when you look in the CD and the 
400 pages in the back, you can certainly delve 
through and find some more pertinent issues that per-
tain to that. But, Mr. Speaker, certainly, how we get a 
handle on our social issues is paramount and needs 
far more attention than the amount of time and money 
that has been spent on this particular initiative.  

Indeed, a lot of time and money has been 
spent on selling this particular topic. And I say “selling” 
because what we have is not a Green Paper which 
does justice to the social impact on our community; it 
certainly does more to try to sell a position that, as the 
Premier rightfully said, was up front.  

Let me say, Mr. Speaker, first and foremost, 
that there is a bit of timeline that we need to take into 
consideration as we look at the sole issue of the 
Green Paper that we have before us today on the is-
sue of Gaming. Members will recall that almost 10 
months ago the issue of Gaming came up in a real 
way as it related specifically to the cruise ships. And 
at that particular time Members expressed their con-
cerns in some regards. But the Green Paper that we 
have before us today, Mr. Speaker, is dated May of 
2009. Many Members did not get an opportunity to 
see this document until the early spring of this year. 
There is certainly a significant time lapse in that.  

Notwithstanding, Mr. Speaker, we also noted 
in the Report that there was . . . and the Premier 
made mention to, I believe, in particular page 5 of the 
Green Paper, as I have it here . . . it’s actually more 
than page 5. It is page 5 of the Innovation Report that 
has the title, “The Current Climate and Appetite for 
Gaming,” which I think sets the framework for what we 
are talking about.  

The Premier alluded to that there were not 
many people who came forward with submissions to 
the commission and to the persons who were studying 
gaming, and then they had this conclusion, which I 
considered the number one myth. The myth was, and 
if I can read, Mr. Speaker, from the Report:  

“We had also been led to believe and ex-
pected that we would have received significant oppo-
sition from Bermuda’s various church groups. Such 
was not forthcoming.  

“Why is this? First and foremost, we now be-
lieve that the previously perceived public opposition to 
gaming in Bermuda was largely a myth.”   

Well, Mr. Speaker, that is nonsense; because 
anyone that knows Bermuda, anyone that knows the 
people of this country knows that on both sides of the 
coin there are some very strong opinions on gaming. 
And for a report that was written in May of 2009 to 
make that type of declaration, certainly, its ability to 
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get a feel for the social climate of our country has to 
be called into question.  

I mean, I can think of a date and canvass any 
number of Members of Parliament and ask them indi-
vidually, Is that the position that you think is represen-
tative of Bermuda’s community? I think any number of 
Honourable Members on both sides of the political 
divide would put hand over heart, whether or not they 
were for gaming, and say, No, that is not the case.  

But, Mr. Speaker, I maintain that that is from 
which this was launched.  

And, Mr. Speaker, I can say categorically that 
certainly the Bermuda First Report in its findings (and 
if I can refer to the Bermuda First Report, Mr. 
Speaker, which was debated here in this Honourable 
House earlier this year) under some, I would say, six 
or seven recommendations on what we needed to do 
for tourism, Mr. Speaker, it suggested “consider the 
results of the study on the impact of gaming.”  

Now, we know (I can tell you) that the forma-
tion of this Report was done in parallel to the study 
that was going on. So we’re talking about the spring of 
2009. So when this Report that we are debating today 
was being looked at, Mr. Speaker, I can tell you that 
the Bermuda First Report was well on its way to mak-
ing this. A year later, and almost some 10 months af-
ter gaming was slipped on us in the House in another 
manner, and defeated, we’re now coming to debate 
this particular Bill.  

So I think it’s important— 
 
An Hon. Member: It’s not a bill, Mr. Speaker. 
 
Hon. Hubert (Kim) E. Swan: —this Green Paper, 
thank you Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: It’s not a bill. It’s not a bill. 
 
Hon. Hubert (Kim) E. Swan: The Honourable Mem-
ber does not have to interpolate. I accept that . . . this 
Green Paper.  

And, Mr. Speaker, one of the concerns that 
was expressed earlier on is that, you know, why now?  
Why now? because of all that this country has to en-
dure.  

Mr. Speaker, as I continue on with some of 
the backdrop, we were presented this Green Paper for 
discussion prior to the Easter recess. And we were 
obliged that the Honourable Member, the Premier, 
decided not to carry forward with this debate as ini-
tially planned prior to that to give us some time to both 
digest the Green Paper and have an opportunity (as 
we were very much involved and engrossed with the 
budget process) to give us time to get some further 
feedback. And that, in fact, is what we did, Mr. 
Speaker.  

We, in the United Bermuda Party, have been 
out in the hustings having public meetings. We have 
been speaking with our constituents. We have been 

speaking to both industry professionals and commu-
nity organisations, which also includes members of 
the clergy and members of the general public who, 
Mr. Speaker, I might add, were both for and against, 
and uncertain about this whole topic of gaming.  

Now, that leads me to a press release, Mr. 
Speaker, which we, in fact, released on this subject 
where the Premier alluded to, where he said, “Our 
position is that we do not believe gaming as pushed 
by the PLP Government is in the best interest of Ber-
muda or its people.” [Royal Gazette, May 4, 2010] 
And we stand by that, because we know that it’s not a 
PLP versus United Bermuda Party thing (or any other 
P for that matter Mr. Speaker), but we do know that it 
is a Progressive Labour Party Cabinet that has 
brought this particular Bill. So that’s the Government.  

The Cabinet has brought this particular Green 
Paper forward. And we understand that there will be 
discussions on the Green Paper and it might not nec-
essarily be the view of every single person that 
speaks that’s going to rally around gaming. Mr. 
Speaker, that certainly needed to be clarified.  

But we went on to say in that particular state-
ment, Mr. Speaker, that our position (as stated in our 
2007 Election Manifesto) as the United Bermuda 
Party as it pertains to any national interest where 
there is as much as 20 per cent of the electorate pre-
pared to express their concern on a national issue, is 
that we would recommend and hold a referendum on 
the subject. And that is where we are on national is-
sues. It is stated and that is the position that we main-
tain, Mr. Speaker, on national issues.  

We have come here today, Mr. Speaker, hav-
ing been to all these various organisations, having 
public meetings and sharing with people and hearing 
from people. And we certainly felt, Mr. Speaker, hav-
ing caucused ourselves, and having had the opportu-
nity to hear and gain a consensus, that it was impor-
tant to be up front and let the people of Bermuda 
know we where would be on this particular issue.  

And so, Mr. Speaker, we have come here to-
day not in support of this Green Paper. We did not 
want anyone to go down the road thinking for one 
minute that we were going to play politics with this 
issue. It is too important of an issue. But we felt it im-
portant, Mr. Speaker, as we did go out into the com-
munity and encourage, not only the hotels who are out 
there pushing for gaming, not only did we encourage 
the retail section of Bermuda, who looks at gaming 
from a totally different perspective whilst they have 
some kinship in concept and totally separate scenar-
ios, and  not only did we encourage that type of dia-
logue, but we facilitated that type of dialogue to take 
place in addition to encouraging the opposite view to 
also be heard.  
 But to come here today, Mr. Speaker, with the 
consensus, we felt duty-bound not to allow anyone to 
go away or to come here expecting what we know 
was not the case. Mr. Speaker in all good conscious-
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ness we would not come here to mislead or deceive 
anyone and we felt it important to put that front and 
centre.  
 Mr. Speaker as a consequence of that out-
reach and the public meetings, and the like, and the 
consensus, we are certainly going to have our 
Shadow Ministers speak on various aspects of how 
gaming impacts and how this Green Paper, as pre-
sented, would impact our community. You can’t talk 
about Bermuda First and only in terms, Mr. Speaker, 
of just a dollar. When you put Bermuda First you have 
to also look at the future generations of Bermuda from 
a social standpoint and from a moral standpoint, Mr. 
Speaker, and also what it’s going to take to build a 
wholesome country.  
 And that’s why the social impact of the imple-
mentation of gaming—and the mindset that is created 
with gaming being an integral part of what you are 
going to sell as a tourism product—needs to be stud-
ied and understood far more comprehensively than 
has been done today. It certainly would be derelict in 
our duties to stand here today, Mr. Speaker, and en-
courage anything less than voting against any particu-
lar bill that comes in that measure; but to encourage 
Bermudians to be educated wisely enough if, in fact, a 
referendum were going to be held on that particular 
subject. We can’t go around not appreciating, Mr. 
Speaker, how much this country is reeling socially. I 
can’t underscore that.  

You know Mr. Speaker my Honourable 
Shadow Minister, Mr. [Everard] Bob Richards, 
Shadow Minister for Finance, who spoke earlier this 
year and presented the Budget reply, stated there is a 
clear and present danger to Bermuda as we know it. 
He was speaking on the economy. But when he pre-
sented his reply to the Budget this year, Mr. Speaker, 
he listed crime as the number one threat to the suc-
cess of our economy.  

And so, Mr. Speaker, when you take that to its 
essence, and when you look at the core of where 
Bermuda is failing, and when you really, in your heart 
of hearts, look and say that our families are not as 
strong as they once were—our communities, Mr. 
Speaker are weaker than they once were. It’s not 
good enough to come here and say, Well I’m going to 
introduce something that’s going to generate some 
revenue that’s going to cause you some social prob-
lems, but we are going to put aside some money to 
deal with those problems.  

No! Anyone that knows social science, any-
one that is a sociologist, anyone that has got their 
heart into social rehabilitation or that type of essence 
in this country knows that when you pile on a problem 
on top of a problem you’ve created another problem 
that’s going to manifest itself down the road. And any-
one, Mr. Speaker, anyone who wants to say that 
come here 10 years with the absence of this money 
and not be able to stand up and put their hand over 

their heart and say, Come here 10 years and tell me 
what problems you have created today by planting 
this seed, Mr. Speaker, is not looking comprehen-
sively at what is best for Bermuda.  

 
Some Hon. Members: Yes! 
 
Hon. Hubert (Kim) E. Swan: That’s what I am con-
cerned about when we come here today debating 
gaming amidst a climate where young people—our 
people—are not being educated, Mr. Speaker, to their 
proper ability. 
 
Hon. Hubert (Kim) E. Swan: That’s what I am con-
cerned about when we come here today debating 
gaming amidst a climate where young people—our 
people—are not being educated to their proper ability. 
No type of money raised off of that is going to put 
knowledge in their heads, Mr. Speaker.  

No it is not. And that’s the type of mindset that 
we are permeating. That is the mindset that we need 
to address.  
 Mr. Speaker, let me say this respectfully: I 
owe my life to gamblers, to Christians, to folks that are 
in between. I am a golf pro by trade, Mr. Speaker. I 
know a little bit about wagering and I know a little bit 
about hanging around that 19th Hole and, certainly— 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Hubert (Kim) E. Swan: And yes, Mr. Speaker. 
Indeed. I understand that. 
 But as a legislator I also have a responsibility 
to be up front and protect the field. I have a responsi-
bility to protect the field, to go in the bushes and call a 
penalty on one’s self. And I do not feel duty bound 
when asked today, Mr. Speaker, in the climate that 
this country is experiencing, for us not to take as fully 
on board how serious the social problems that exist in 
this country are. 
 Mr. Speaker, some of the things that the Re-
port indicated it would do to deal with the negative 
impact on our society was provide annual taxes to-
wards it, they have acknowledged that we are going to 
need increased law enforcement, fire protection ser-
vices to deal with the problems. This is in the Report 
and not examined. 
 This Report has been around since 2009. So 
someone should have, in all consciousness, said, Lis-
ten, this Report exists. Let us do some more in-depth 
study to see what, in fact, could happen to Bermuda. 
Let alone, someone like me, who wants us to get 
down to the skinny as to what is happening now and 
how we are going to deal with it.  

Now, someone is saying, No. Look, gambling 
is going to be a benefit to tourism. Well, let me go to 
tourism, Mr. Speaker, because whilst I did grow up 
around golf, whilst I do have a lot of friends, and whilst 
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I have been to gaming casinos, and the like, and I 
have participated, and I do not have a problem with it, 
but let me tell you, Mr. Speaker, the communities that 
exist in Las Vegas, or in Delaware, or in Florida or in 
Atlantic City are different environments; it is a different 
mindset than exists in the country of Bermuda—the 
country that was the leader in Tourism people came 
here to study how we did things.  

Is it not ironic, Mr. Speaker, that 12 years after 
our Government failed to listen to some of the proven 
recommendations that have been coming from its Op-
position on what we should be doing, [Government] 
has come here in a desperate mode, saying, Put all 
your eggs in this basket.  

Well, someone posed that to Hawaii. Yes. 
And someone I remember (I am not going to call their 
name, I’ll whistle if it sounds familiar) came up and 
said publicly, “Look! Hawaii is considering gaming.” 
But no one has come here to tell you what happened 
to the consideration. Well, let me tell you, Mr. 
Speaker.  
 Mr. Speaker, Hawaii sits in the middle of the 
Pacific Ocean, a State somewhat removed to the 
United States. [Hawaii] felt it necessary and not rob-
bery to differentiate itself away from all the competi-
tion on the East Coast and the West Coast and all the 
other places that have moved in that direction. Just as 
there is a percentage of the community that traveled 
because there is gaming, there is a segment of the 
community that travels because it does not exist. And 
there are people within the percentage that travel be-
cause of it that will travel still to Bermuda, if Bermuda 
would differentiate itself as a jurisdiction, as a destina-
tion. 
 Like Hawaii, and even more so than Hawaii, 
we have some natural resources, [natural beauty] Mr. 
Speaker, that can stand apart from any other jurisdic-
tion that would need gaming in order to make it so. 
 Many of our cousins to the south do not have 
the wonderful beaches and enclaves and some of the 
open spaces that we enjoy. I have been there! They 
do not have that atmosphere. And we have to ensure 
that we maintain open space in places like Ferry 
Reach Park and other places like Southlands. Those 
are some of the areas of tourism that we need to fo-
cus on. 
 Mr. Speaker, we today have been very dere-
lict in our duties in how we have addressed tourism. 
Politics has failed tourism.  
 Some 12 years ago, a Minister who is very 
experienced in tourism brought about a change in the 
mindset and was prepared for this country to embrace 
a tourism authority, Mr. Speaker. There was a change 
of government and, following a 100-day rescue mis-
sion, we had a new Minister following the untimely 
and unfortunate death of the Tourism Minister who 
was the first for the Progressive Labour Party (Minis-
ter Allen) and the new Minister, Ms. Renee Webb, 
came to the same realisation earlier in the Progres-

sive Labour Party administration that a tourism author-
ity where professionals were in charge of tourism was 
the way to go. That was the realisation. 
 But we know that that Minister is no more. 
And for the last, I would say maybe five or so years or 
more, we have had a different Minister of Tourism and 
Transport, in that Dr. the Hon. Ewart Frederick Brown 
has been the Minister of Tourism. 
 Mr. Speaker, there have been calls by the 
Opposition, certainly prior to the recession when we 
were urging the Government to spend more time in 
core markets, to fish where the fish are, to concen-
trate on those people who enjoy golf and spa, go to 
where they are, target them, encourage them, recon-
nect with them. We were crying “Wolf,” Mr. Speaker, it 
was put out to us. And a recession which was pre-
dicted by my honourable colleague . . . those calls 
were not heeded.  
 As a consequence, decisions were made in 
tourism, whether it be getting rid of the Bermudian 
sales team that was there that had connected with 
travel agents, and the like, they got rid of them. There 
was no real hue and outcry, but it has injured tourism, 
Mr. Speaker. It closed down offices. We outsourced 
them, and then we outsourced to an American firm 
and then we brought them to Bermuda to be trained 
by Bermudians. All of these types of decisions were 
being made in the name of tourism where for years 
we have awarded $35 million, on average, a year for 
the last 10 or 12 years. We spent more than $400 mil-
lion—almost half a billion dollars—just on that Ministry 
being mismanaged.  

And now, the desperation that we find our-
selves in in that industry, self-inflicted by the Minister, 
we want to jeapordise everything that is Bermudian—
everything that makes us special—for the dollar!  

Well, I am here to say, Mr. Speaker, that I 
can’t sign on to that.  

No!  
It is not right. It is wrong.  
Mr. Speaker, some of the concerns that were 

raised by the Innovation Group (Project 157-08) in 
May 2009 did speak to the social impact considera-
tions. And we certainly feel, and respectfully so, that it 
is in the Government’s best interests to do far more 
due diligence for the people of this country, notwith-
standing our number one threat to everything that we 
are is related socially, is connected with crime, is con-
nected with the drug trade, Mr. Speaker; is connected 
to the gun trade, Mr. Speaker, is connected to a lot of 
illegal money running around this country helping 
families—knowingly and unknowingly.  

This Report calls for us to encourage, allow 
Bermudians to gamble . . . it says at the age of 21, but 
we know that people can drink at age 18, Mr. 
Speaker. So, as a consequence, we have to look at 
the impact that having a country that has a real prob-
lem with millions of dollars in a drug trade, going be-
fore the courts every day; people getting the type of 
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representation either by virtue of dollars that they 
have, Mr. Speaker, or by legal aid . . . This country is 
sustaining an illegal economy! And gambling, respect-
fully, Mr. Speaker, is a caste economy. And we need 
to address the spill-over, negative impact of having an 
economy that is being also driven by illegal activity. 

And I am here to call a spade a spade, Mr. 
Speaker. We have to be honest; we have to be real. 
And that is one of the real problems that we have too. 
Because when you talk about the mindset that goes 
along with going down this street . . . and people say, 
Well, what is the solution?  

Fix tourism first! 
Fix tourism, start doing some of the right 

things. Take the politics out of tourism. The Bermuda 
First Report . . . and I could tell you, Mr. Speaker. I 
know a little bit about the Bermuda First Report. Like I 
said, when the Bermuda First Report made the rec-
ommendation— 
 
The Speaker:  Let’s not debate that all over. 
 
Hon. Hubert (Kim) E. Swan: No, Mr. Speaker. I am 
making reference to recommendations that made it so 
for this to come here today. 
 
The Speaker:  Yes.  

I have given you a lot of leeway. Let’s not 
have that— 

 
Hon. Hubert (Kim) E. Swan: Yes. Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 I appreciate— 
 
The Speaker:  —the Green Paper is about gaming. 
 
Hon. Hubert (Kim) E. Swan: Yes. And gaming is 
about tourism. And I am relating to empirical evidence 
of studies that have taken place in this country—that 
three-quarters of a million dollars was paid for—that 
examined up and down every aspect.  
 And I can tell you that when gaming came on 
here, Mr. Speaker, it was already in train. But it also 
recommended, Mr. Speaker, that we do take on board 
a tourism authority. And, Mr. Speaker, we have to fix 
what is broken first! 
 Mr. Speaker, I am trained to build things. I 
build golf swings. And when it is not working, you do 
not go there and buy a new $400 or $1,000 Driver. 
People do it because they get sucked into the hype. 
You go back to your fundamentals, Mr. Speaker. 
When it is not working, you go back to your basics. 
You identify who you are, what you stand for, what 
you want to be. That’s where you go—you go back 
and fix your grip.  

And your grip in this respect, if it’s going down 
too much to the right, or it’s going too much over to 
the left, or you are showing too many knuckles . . . we 

are showing too many knuckles today.  We want to 
get out here and say this is going to be the answer. It 
is not, Mr. Speaker. We have to fix tourism first. That 
is what we have to do. We have to get back to under-
standing what our product is. And we have so many 
things going on. We have so many distractions going 
on. That’s why I opened up with “I have a heavy 
heart,” Mr. Speaker.  

I am getting ready to wind down. And, with 
your permission I would like to pass on a few of my 
minutes that I have left to one of my honourable, 
learned colleagues. Mr. Speaker, it’s new rules. 

 
The Speaker:  No. We are not going to complicate it. 
Everybody has 30 minutes. 
 Let’s not complicate it. 
 
Hon. Hubert (Kim) E. Swan: Okay, Mr. Speaker. 
  
The Speaker:  Carry on, Mr. Leader. 
 
Hon. Hubert (Kim) E. Swan: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
The Speaker:  Do not get distracted. 
 
Hon. Hubert (Kim) E. Swan: No, Mr. Speaker. I am 
not distracted. I am not distracted, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker:  We are still talking about gaming, the 
Green Paper. So let us carry on. 
 
Hon. Hubert (Kim) E. Swan: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, one of the concerns highlighted 
in the Green Paper, and I cherry picked it because it 
related to lottery. I know a little bit about lotteries as 
well, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker:  Well, you are moving on now. 
 
Hon. Hubert (Kim) E. Swan: Yes. 
 
The Speaker:  You are moving on now, very good. 
 
Hon. Hubert (Kim) E. Swan: Yes, Mr. Speaker. 
 It refers specifically to lotteries. And one of the 
points it made as it related to lotteries was that it indi-
cated that that segment of gaming had a tremendous 
impact on lower-income families. It was specific to 
them. 
 I contend, Mr. Speaker, that if we study widely 
enough, and if we study correctly in our community we 
would find that lower-income families . . . and here it 
even says that African-American families were most 
impacted. I think there might be some correlation. We 
saw some young people walk into the Chamber.  As 
they came in it touched my heart, Mr. Speaker, be-
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cause I think young people would be the most vulner-
able if we change the atmosphere.  

The atmosphere of our community has al-
ready changed significantly. And we all know that we 
have to claw it back in our society. We have to put 
some fundamentals back into the Bermuda equation. 
And I am respectfully saying here today, Mr. Speaker, 
that the way in which we have gone about getting to 
this process . . . The fact that we can debate it is a 
good thing. The timing of the debate and the serious 
consequences and the serious circumstances that 
exist in our country today, Mr. Speaker . . . it is totally 
the wrong time. Totally the wrong time.  

What is the next step, Mr. Speaker? The next 
step from the Government is for a White Paper. And, 
judging by the speed and the time we had to borrow 
just to be able to go out to the wider public for this 
Green Paper, which is a discussion paper, just to hold 
true to what was promised in it . . . in it says that, lis-
ten, “The next step would be with or without additional 
forms of gaming . . .” (da, da, da, da ) No. “Submis-
sions should be received . . . before April 30th” then 
such a Bill would be tabled in time to permit debate on 
it by July. So, that’s the White Paper they are hoping 
to come forward for July.  

Mr. Speaker, I respectfully say here today that 
before the Government treads down any street to a 
White Paper on gaming, it needs to do due diligence 
to the social impact that gaming . . . and not only gam-
ing, the culture that exists in Bermuda today would 
have on gaming and the consequences that would fall 
over into our wider community. 

It is very complex, Mr. Speaker. It needs peo-
ple like Dr. Carol Swain (if I can respectfully mention 
her name), who has done a social profile on Bermuda; 
people of the likes of Dr. Kenneth Clark, who may be 
around in modern day, who did a social profile of this 
country in the late 1970s. We need a sociological pro-
file of this country, not even having this on the table; 
but, certainly, moving down the road of gaming we 
owe it to our people. We owe it to our young people to 
tell them the truth.  

And we need to tell the persons in the industry 
who really, in the heart of hearts, want to rebuild tour-
ism, like I do, Mr. Speaker, and like others do, that it is 
time to put them in charge and get to the fundamen-
tals, get to the basics. Find out who we are. That’s 
important, Mr. Speaker.  

Mr. Speaker, I will say this in closing. In being 
consistent with our platform in 2007, Mr. Speaker, 
when there is sufficient enough support for an issue 
we would move it to a referendum. On both sides of 
the equation there is sufficient enough concern on this 
issue and the people of this country should first and 
foremost be educated, not so on prose, because 
when you sell something, Mr. Speaker, you tell every-
body everything you want them to know and like about 
it. You do not tell them that the kitchen sink, or the 
electrical really needs rewiring. Sometimes you buy 

something that needs some fixing, or you do some-
thing just because you find out that you have gotten to 
a worse mess than you started off with. I could not, in 
all good consciousness, walk halfway down that road 
and give anybody a pretense of how I, or we, felt on 
such an important matter.  

And, Mr. Speaker, it is more about a dollar. 
When you build something wholesome and 

when you have a tourism product that makes people 
feel good, Mr. Speaker, they will come because they 
love it. I have been involved in this tourism industry all 
my life. Mr. Speaker, I have gotten up in the middle of 
the night to go get a tourist Preparation H from the 
drugstore because they needed to feel comfortable. 

Mr. Speaker, I have driven a person to Son-
esta Beach from Castle Harbour when he couldn’t find 
a taxi back in the early 1980s, because it was the right 
thing to do, and then drove back to St. Georges. Ex-
periences like that encourage people to come back to 
your shores, Mr. Speaker. Creating an atmosphere 
that makes people fall in love with your product, with 
your people, makes people come back to your shores. 
Having Bermudians in your tourism makes people  . . . 
Bermudians who love tourism, like the good gentle-
man we sent [condolences] to, Mr. Oliver Caisey, 
make people come back to your shores.  

Not having a hotel, but promising the world 
what you will do, will not bring people to our shops, 
educate people about the industry. Giving your prod-
uct away to people is not going to bring people to our 
shores and make them happy.  

Hoodwinking your people, Mr. Speaker, with 
glitzy and glossy promises, with one-off. high ticket 
concerts when you should be investing in the music 
industry. 

 
The Speaker:  Let’s not— 
 
Hon. Hubert (Kim) E. Swan: That’s all part of the 
tourist— 
 
The Speaker:  Let’s not forget gaming, eh? Let’s stick 
to the debate. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Hubert (Kim) E. Swan: Mr. Speaker, I would 
just like to thank you for the opportunity to debate this 
important matter. My colleagues will be following. And, 
if it is so, the 20 minutes remaining I would like to— 
 
The Speaker:  Every Member will have his— 
 
Hon. Hubert (Kim) E. Swan: Yes.  

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker:  We are not going to complicate it any 
more than we really need to at the outset. 
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ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
 
The Speaker: Just before I recognise the next 
speaker, I wish to acknowledge in the Visitor’s Gallery 
a group known as “Songs of Solomon, Academy for 
the Arts.” 
 
[Applause and desk thumping] 
 
The Speaker: They are here with their manager Kris-
tin McCloud. 
 We certainly love having you. We hope that 
you will find our proceedings informative and perhaps 
a little bit exciting today. Thank you. 
 I now recognise the Honourable and Learned 
Member from Warwick West, Mr. Pettingill.  
 
Mr. Mark Pettingill: Mr. Speaker, I wish I had the tal-
ent to start with a song or a dance— 
 
The Speaker:  The Honourable Member has the floor. 
 
Mr. Mark Pettingill: —but I do not have the talent, so 
I will not sing or dance. But I am glad to see these 
young people here. Welcome. 

Mr. Speaker, let us get real about what we’re 
here discussing today. Because I heard the Honour-
able and Learned Member, the Opposition Leader, 
talk about here to debate gaming and (no I think you 
are learned. Golf learned. 

 
[Laughter] 
 
Mr. Mark Pettingill: The honourable and learned. 

Mr. Speaker, talk about the debate on gam-
ing, and so on and so forth . . . let us get real. And 
when I say get real, I invite the churches to get real 
and the Opposition to get real about what we’re here 
really discussing today.  
 We are not talking about a debate on gaming 
in Bermuda; we are talking about the expansion of 
gaming in Bermuda. Not about gaming in Bermuda, 
because the very fact of the matter is, Mr. Speaker, 
that we have had gaming in Bermuda for a long time. 
And the very fact of the matter is, Mr. Speaker, that 
we have a lot of gaming in Bermuda.  

And I can tell you, Mr. Speaker, as somebody 
who has been a criminalist in a legal capacity for most 
of his adult life, we have a lot of illegal gaming in Ber-
muda. Anybody who wants to find a illegal game of 
poker or illegal game of craps or illegal game of rou-
lette even, or other things, tonight there’s places that 
that can be done. It’s all underground which is what 
happens when you criminalise things—you drive them 
underground. So let us be real.  

We are not here to debate gaming. We are 
talking about the expansion, the consideration of the 
expansion in a particular area. Because we have 

Crown and Anchor during the season every weekend 
at all the county games, and at Cup Match week in 
and week out, where everybody can go down and 
throw down.  

Members of the church, ministers, Ministers of 
the Government, Members of the Opposition, all go 
down and have a little flutter on Crown and Anchor. All 
the time. All the time. Want to do that? That’s avail-
able. Want to go down and have a little flutter on the 
horserace? An absolutely insidious form of gaming, 
some people would say. We have people in this coun-
try that have lost their houses in relation to that type of 
gaming. Lost their houses to that type of thing!  

So we are not talking about “let’s have gam-
ing,” we are talking about an expansion in a particular 
area for particular, as I see it, or as it should be, for a 
particular sensible purpose.  Want to go bet on a foot-
ball game? We can do that. Right now, at this mo-
ment, I will guarantee you that there are people out 
there gambling on golf—gaming on the golf course.  

I couldn’t tell you the last game of golf that I 
was involved in where there wasn’t some gaming that 
went on, Mr. Speaker, in relation to playing golf.  

So we are not talking here today about, Oh, 
the ills of gaming, and so on and so forth. Because we 
have a lot of gaming, including bingo and including 
raffle tickets, all the things that the churches like to 
raise money. We have all those things out there. So 
we have to be serious, sensible about what we are 
discussing. So we are not going to have a referendum 
with regard to “Shall we have gaming in Bermuda?” 
because it’s here and it’s been here for a long time.  

Let me be clear about this, Mr. Speaker, be-
cause some people have voiced this about. I spoke at 
length as a member of the United Bermuda Party and 
the Shadow Attorney General some time ago in rela-
tion to a debate that was not on gaming. It was on, 
again, a particular element of gaming involving the 
cruise ships.   

And we talk at that time, what I stand by now, 
is a very valid constitutional point, that that particular 
Bill wasn’t fair because it was discriminating against 
the ability to have gaming in Bermuda. And at the 
time, as a Member of Her Majesty’s Loyal Opposition, 
the United Bermuda Party, I made the statement that I 
wasn’t opposed to gaming in the country, and that is 
something we’d have to look at because we already 
had it here. What I was opposed to was allowing a 
particular class, and what the Opposition was op-
posed to, as I understood it, was to allow a particular 
class of gaming onboard ships. It was a valid argu-
ment. It was not this debate; and it was not what I an-
ticipate, Mr. Speaker, will be a future debate with re-
gard to gaming.  

Mr. Speaker, and I say this with all respect, 
nobody is going to be surprised that Her Majesty’s 
Loyal Opposition are going to oppose this debate and 
oppose any bill that comes before the House. That’s 
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going to be the approach, it’s going to be, Let’s look at 
this and see what we can find wrong, because the 
Opposition is to try and oppose and see what we can 
find that is adverse, there’s a problem with this.  

 
Some Hon. Members: Oooh. 
 
Mr. Mark Pettingill: That is not in the best interests of 
this country, if you want to talk about it.  

We need to look at— 
 

[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Mr. Mark Pettingill: —what we need to do— 

 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
An Hon. Member: Mr. Speaker, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker:  [Gavel] 
 
An Hon. Member: Mr. Speaker, is the Member— 
 
The Speaker:  Take your seat. 
 
An Hon. Member: Take your seat. 
 
The Speaker:  Take your seat. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
The Speaker: Let’s show some courtesy to the Hon-
ourable Member. 
 
An Hon. Member: We need to show some courtesy 
ourselves [inaudible] 

 
The Speaker:  Carry on Mr. Pettingill. 
 
Mr. Mark Pettingill: Mr. Speaker, what I said was that 
I do not think that people are going to be surprised 
that the Opposition is highlighting what they believe 
will be wrong with this particular area of expansion of 
gaming. And using expansive terms, like “legalising of 
gaming” and all of the dark shadows and everything 
that is associated, instead of looking at it and saying, 
What do we need? What are the problems that we 
have to address? How do we put out minds together 
to address it in a sensible way, comparing it closely 
with other jurisdictions and what is going on. 
 So, it does not come as any surprise with re-
gard to that.  
 What I would like to hear is something that 
moves on from, We need to find alternatives, to What 
are the valid alternatives? I would like to hear some 
really valid alternatives. Some comparative analysis 
with other jurisdictions to say, look at this place; 
they’ve done really well without having gaming be-
cause they introduced this, or they introduced that. 

These types of things that we can pinpoint and say, 
We don’t need gaming because we can bring this into 
play here or we can revitalise this. 
 Well, that does not seem to be going on. And 
we are not hearing any plan. I do not hear an action 
plan with regard to how we best do this. Show me 
some action! Show a comparative analysis of where 
else they said, No, no, no. We are not going to have 
any gaming; we are not going to have any casinos for 
our tourism product because we have this. 
 And natural beauty, with the greatest of re-
spect, in this beautiful, beautiful country that I love 
dearly, and we all do, is not enough to cut it. Because 
as one travels, one sees there is a lot of beauty in the 
world, Mr. Speaker. There are a lot of beautiful places 
in the world.  
 
An Hon. Member: A lot of casinos too. 
 
Mr. Mark Pettingill: There are a lot of casinos in the 
world, and there are a lot of beautiful places in the 
world. 
 Do you know what? People are putting casi-
nos in beautiful places. And you have to ask yourself, 
why are they doing that? Why, if they have the beauti-
ful places, are they putting casinos there? They are 
beautiful. What’s the difference? 
 Well, let me explore this, if I may. The fact of 
the matter is . . . these are the facts. In those other 
beautiful places, in other places where tourists go, 
they built casinos, they expanded their gaming prod-
uct and people went there. And that’s a fact. 
 If you look at the jurisdictions that added what 
I would like to think would be a sophisticated form of 
gaming, because that is the position the Democratic 
Alliance is coming from, a sophisticated form of gam-
ing. So, let me be very clear about that and pay my 
colours to the max! 
 We anticipate, and what we wish to see, and 
what the expansion is, is a sophisticated form of gam-
ing like you see in a place like Monte Carlo, like you 
see in places like the Colony Club in London and 
other places, where people have to wear a jacket and 
tie, where people have to dress appropriately, people 
have to behave appropriately, and you offer that type 
of product, Mr. Speaker. And that is what is being 
done in other jurisdictions, and the facts are there to 
support it. The facts are there to support that that is 
what has been done.  

So, when we speak of gaming, when I talk 
about an expansion of gaming, let me be very clear on 
the basis that the Democratic Alliance is coming at it 
from the position, as gleaned from what we see in the 
Green Paper, as gleaned from the comments we have 
heard from Government, that we are talking about a 
sophisticated form of gaming with regard to enhancing 
our tourism product.  

And let us talk about our tourism product for a 
minute. It is dated. And for whatever the reasons are, 
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it is not pulling them in in droves. We have the 
Tucker’s Point Club, beautiful golf course, great spa, 
wonderful 5-star product, and it is not pulling them in 
in droves, Mr. Speaker. We have the Reefs, and it 
won awards. Beautiful product, made over, wonderful 
restaurants, so on and so forth. Not pulling them in in 
droves.  

You know what else we have? We have ho-
tels being leveled. We have hotels sitting empty and 
we have developers saying, We would like to do 
something in relation to these hotels. We’d like to 
make something happen in Bermuda. We’d like to 
provide a product that competes with the rest of the 
world.  

So in that sense, Mr. Speaker, when we look 
at that, when we are talking about competition . . . Lis-
ten, this thing of gaming, this expansion of gaming, 
this is not going to solve the tourism issue. It’s not go-
ing to be a panacea. I do not see it as that. I am not 
going to say we are going to build a casino and sud-
denly we are going to be flooded with air arrivals. We 
are not talking about putting Las Vegas in the middle 
of the Atlantic. Nor would we want to! We do not want 
that here.  

What we are doing, I hope, what we need to 
consider, is providing an alternative form of adult en-
tertainment that has a particular class to it, that gives 
people an option to do what they enjoy, which is legal 
in so many places in the western world and legal in 
the majority of beautiful places that they will go and 
visit—legal in the majority of the beautiful places that 
they will go and visit, in some form.  

So all we are talking about with an expansion 
of what we already have, in our view, is providing a 
sensible and realistic option in a particular type of 
form of sophisticated gaming.  

Now that has been done in other places and 
has shown to produce dividends as far as the tourists 
that will come to the beautiful place. Whether they are 
going to say they are coming just as a result of the 
gaming or not, it’s just an added thing. So they want to 
come and play golf, they go out, they play golf on the 
golf course, in the evening they go for dinner and 
maybe they want to go and play a couple of hands of 
21. Or maybe they want to go and watch. People like 
to watch people do those types of things.  

It’s a kind of environment—a sophisticated 
environment. Just like we like to go down to the 
County Game and do Cup Match, and I do not think 
there’s a Member in this House that I haven’t seen at 
Cup Match or County Game over the years. I am not 
going to say I’ve seen them all playing Crown and An-
chor. Maybe some of them, though. I’ve certainly seen 
some of them down there playing Crown and Anchor. 
Of course! That’s a type of ….. You get down there, 
you get in the vibe, people out in the sun, you’re so-
cialising—up she comes!  

We have no problem with “up she comes.” 
“Up she comes,” you know?  

There you are talking about the difference be-
tween someone yelling “up she comes” and snatching 
the money up and somebody else saying “Blackjack.”  

 
An Hon. Member: Now, they’re doing “up she comes” 
and collecting the money [inaudible]. 
 
Mr. Mark Pettingill: You know, that’s the expansion, 
we are talking about a difference in terminology with 
regard to gaming.  

We are talking about people, Members of this 
House, instead of going down in their shorts and their 
vests and their Cup Match colors and their hats and 
playing Crown and Anchor, it would be people putting 
on their jacket and tie in the evening and going out to 
dinner and playing Blackjack!  

A tuxedo! Doing the James Bond thing if that’s 
it—some people like that stuff, you know. That’s all 
cool. Do that. Be in both places. And guess what . . . 
and mix with the tourists. If you are prepared to get 
dressed up and do that, then go and do it.  

But what’s the difference, let us be real, be-
tween “up she comes” at the Cup Match and Black-
jack in a Monte Carlo-type sophisticated casino? What 
are we talking? Apples and oranges, it’s all fruit.  Now 
that’s what we need to get real about in my view, Mr. 
Speaker.  

And when we sat and looked at this in the 
Bermuda Democratic Alliance we weighed very care-
fully what it was we thought could be enhancing and 
contributing to our Island in relation to a tourism prod-
uct. And I have to say, how does what I have just de-
scribed . . . and I challenge any Member on the Oppo-
sition or anybody in the Government who is going to 
oppose what this is to speak to the point of the distinc-
tion between the two examples I have given, and how 
they see that as one is so glaringly wrong—so glar-
ingly wrong that we mustn’t do it—because it will in-
volve the collapse of our country and our society if we 
allow people to go and put on a tuxedo and hear the 
words “Blackjack.” But it’s okay for them to go down to 
County Game, that’s all right.  

How does that make any sense? How does 
that make any sense?  

If the latest group out there was collecting 
signatures and they were marching up and down and 
saying, We need to get rid of gaming across the board  
. . . and we’re not going to play bingo, by the way, at 
the church hall anymore, and we’re not going to have 
any more raffles. I’d be like, Okay. Hey, I see the point 
you are taking; to me it is justified and has integrity, 
not the tint of hypocrisy.  

Because if you were jumping up and down 
and the Opposition was jumping up and down saying, 
We’re going the wrong direction, we need to go back 
and take it all off the board because it is such a social 
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ill; we need to close the betting shops, we need to 
pack up the Crown and Anchor tables, we need to 
take out the football pools, we need to ban the bingo, 
and we can’t have any more raffles (because raffles 
are lottery) . . . if I heard that from everybody now 
that’s on TV or jumping up and down in this House, I 
would respect that. 
 I would say like, Okay. You’re taking a very 
firm position with regard to your views on gaming, on 
principle. But do not come to me, do not come to the 
Alliance and start saying, We’re going to get all princi-
pled now with regard to an expansion . . . which when 
you look at it sensibly with regard to a study may have 
some serious merit with regard to what it’s going to 
do.  
 All the things that we offer right now . . . and 
let us be honest about this too, Mr. Speaker. The 
gaming we have sucks the money out of people. That 
causes some people to get into financial difficulty—
Bermudian people! People go down and lose money 
at Crown and Anchor and those betting shops. They 
lose it. It carries on. They are around for a long time, 
laws in relation to that. Nobody is clamping down on 
that; nobody is calling for that. Nobody wants to stamp 
that out. 
 And we are talking about now the expansion 
of a form of gaming instead of taking money, in large 
part, out of our people’s pockets to bring it in. How do 
we sensibly justify not doing that and say it’s okay to 
have all these other things that take money out of 
people’s pockets, but we do not want to bring in a po-
tential equaliser for tourists to have an alternative that 
they do not have now.  
 That’s what they hear, silence. 
 How do we justify that? 
 And do you know what? People are going to 
wax eloquent all day with regard to what this will do 
and that will do, and so and so will do, but it does not 
make sense. It does not make sense when you look at 
it, Mr. Speaker, in those terms between those types of 
things. 
 You’re talking about . . . what I hope to see 
when we speak of this is a form of taxation; and a 
taxation that we are not raising off of our own people. 
But, like all the other jurisdictions . . . When we look at 
numbers, look across the board at the numbers, 
okay? The cumulative revenue in the Bahamas from 
gaming last year was $750 million. And the taxes off 
of just one particular resort amounted to $20 million. 
That is money that is coming into the country because 
there (and I am not saying it is necessarily the amount 
here) they do not allow locals to gamble in the casino.  
 Well, maybe it’s the case that you have to be 
staying at the hotel, I am not sure. But I think as a lo-
cal you are not allowed to game at all in that jurisdic-
tion in the casinos. 
 So, that $20 million raised in tax is money that 
came to the country as a result of that particular ele-
ment of tourism. That is what came in. 

 So, when we look at it in those terms, and we 
start talking about what we need and what the world is 
doing, that is why I have to say we need to get real 
about what we are offering and about what we want to 
do. And, by the way, I do not think anybody is going to 
jump up and down and complain if the tourists do 
come here and they are betting on gold or going down 
to Crown and Anchor or going to a betting shop. No-
body is complaining about that. But we’re going to 
say, No, no, no, we’re not going to provide you with a 
sophisticated room in your hotel where you can do 
that if you’re staying there. 
 It does not make any sense, I would say, Mr. 
Speaker, and not a distinction that could be sensibly 
made. Not one that can be made sensibly made. Not 
at all.  
 I do not want to sound . . . I would like to think 
of myself of a man of some faith. And I know many 
people that have a lot of faith. But sometimes I do not 
always have the faith in the organised churches. And 
there is a very big distinction to be had there between 
having faith in your head and your heart in a Greater 
Being, as opposed to having faith in what an organisa-
tion does in the name of God. 
 I am sorry. No offence intended. I am sure 
there are many people out there who feel that way. 
 Mr. Speaker, you see, the church gets upset 
about this and gets upset about that, and then times 
change, things get embraced and we roll on. We roll 
on, and we roll on. 
 
[Inaudible interjections and laughter] 
 
Mr. Mark Pettingill: You know what?  

And let me say that . . . I feel perfectly safe in 
making that comment. I feel perfectly safe.  
 And I hear from the background “Wait until the 
next election!” 
 Ha! There it is, isn’t it? I have to stand here, 
“Wait until the next election,” someone says, because 
I will lose me seat because of a concern I raised with 
regard to religion in this debate.  

Well, Mr. Speaker, I will not stand the hypoc-
risy. I know this much Scripture to know that Jesus 
said, Give me a sinner, but do not  give me a hypo-
crite. I know that much Scripture. 
 
[Inaudible interjections and laughter] 
 
Mr. Mark Pettingill: So I will stand here on that. I will 
stand here on that— 
 
[Inaudible interjections and laughter] 
 
Mr. Mark Pettingill: [inaudible] a sinner. 
 
An Hon. Member: Mr. Speaker, on a point of order. 
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Mr. Mark Pettingill: But I certainly will not stand any 
hypocrisy on that, Mr. Speaker.  
 
An Hon. Member: Mr. Speaker, point of order. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
 
The Speaker:  There is a point of order. Let the— 
 
An Hon. Member: Can he declare what Scripture that 
is? Because I have never read that Scripture. 
 
Mr. Mark Pettingill: Do you know what . . . thanks a 
lot. 
 There is a lot of Scripture, Mr. Speaker, you 
hear it spun all the time by many, many people, right. 
That Scripture, I have heard before. Okay? 
 I know my friend knows every word in the Bi-
ble, but I know a lot of words in the Bible as well. I 
have read a lot of books in relation to it. So I will not 
be called on that one. 
 
The Speaker:  Yes, Carry on. 
 
Mr. Mark Pettingill: Mr. Speaker, but that is not the 
heart of the debate. 
 What I am saying is, the point is that people 
should not get caught up because people have con-
cerns, the church has concerns and has come out or 
raised them in a particular way. As I said, if it was to 
do away with gaming in the whole country it would 
give me more faith with regard to what the issue really 
was about.  
 But what we do have to do and what we do 
have to get right is if we are going to do something to 
expand what we currently have, then there is no ques-
tion that we have to proceed very carefully and very 
diligently with all hands on deck in relation to how we 
approach the issue of an expansion on gaming, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 I do agree with this: It is not something that 
we can just go running off and jump on to this type of 
expansion; it needs to be well thought out. It needs to 
be sensibly approached. We need to take the models, 
again, that have been used in other jurisdictions that 
have expanded their forms of gaming to include so-
phisticated gaming. Look at those jurisdictions where 
it has worked, where there are very strict and reliable 
systems of checks and balances in place—and it has 
been done and it can be done. And we have to ensure 
that if we proceed down this road in the interest of 
doing something in relation to our tourism product, Mr. 
Speaker, that we do it sensibly and carefully. 
 That does not mean that we cannot necessar-
ily do it in relatively short order. But it does not mean 
that we have to take an indeterminable age about do-
ing it either. 

 What we would like to see, Mr. Speaker, is 
certainly a bi-partisan approach with regard to the 
drafting of the legislation. Not legislation that is merely 
brought for debate, but review of what the legislation 
is going to involve before it actually hits this Honour-
able Floor.   

Certainly the Democratic Alliance is canvass-
ing this issue, we are studying this issue, we are look-
ing at legislation diligently to see how it was con-
ducted in other jurisdictions, and if we go down this 
road what would be the best model for Bermuda to 
have. Now, that’s making a contribution as an Opposi-
tion. That is making a contribution.  

We are not just saying, Off you go; we are 
saying, Yes, we see the merit in how we may need to 
go this way, how it may assist us in going this way. 
But we also have to make sure that if we are going to 
do it, if we are going to expand, then we get it right. In 
looking at that, we might want to look at some of the 
problems that we already have with regard to gaming.  

Some of the things, Mr. Speaker, that that 
type of legislation is going to involve is obviously the 
right types of licensing councils, the right type of in-
volvement, which must be carefully, carefully scruti-
nised with regard to who operates, who runs, what the 
taxation position is; that all measures are in place with 
regard to presenting a product that is first class—no 
underground product, not something that has any taint 
at all of any type of mischievousness or of a bad ele-
ment.  
 And I will say this: In most of the jurisdictions 
that have now applied this type of approach to ex-
panding the game that they have, like Nova Scotia, 
like the Bahamas did, and like other jurisdictions have 
done, like the Maldives did—there is a beautiful place 
that did this—how they went about it, the manner they 
went about it, and the legislation that they had was 
essential to making sure. And it will be essential for 
Bermuda as well, to ensure that our good name in the 
world is maintained. 
 We have got criminal problems now. I am not 
going to get started on that again, but we’ve got crimi-
nal problems. So we need to ensure through what we 
do with regard to legislation that we have to be more 
diligent, more open, more transparent than we have 
ever been with regard to any other legislation.  
 So we join hands with regard to what has to 
be that type of approach to go down this road for the 
expansion of gaming in Bermuda in this particular 
form. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you Mr. Pettingill, the Honour-
able and Learned Member from Warwick West.  

We are debating the Green Paper  on Gaming 
for Bermuda, the Take Note Motion by the Premier. 
 We now recognise the Honourable Member 
Mr. W. Furbert from Hamilton West. 
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Mr. Furbert has the floor. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert:  Thank you Mr. Speaker. 
 I am assuming that the Honourable Member 
that just spoke was not speaking for all his Members 
in this House. Maybe they will stand up later on and 
declare whether he was or not.  

But Mr. Speaker, let me make it very clear. 
The church, as an organisation, has the right to 
speak, just as any other organisation in this country—
the BIU, the Hotel Association (which has lobbied 
every one of us). So the church has the right to speak.  

 
The Speaker: Well indeed they should. 

 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Absolutely right, Mr. 
Speaker.  

And let me say most churches do not have 
bingo and raffles in their churches. There are some 
churches that probably do, but the churches that I am 
aware of do not have that type of scene. So let us not 
put that type of innuendo out there that churches are 
having bingos and raffles at their churches. It’s not 
true. There are some that are; but most of them are 
not. And I am sure that the Honourable Members of 
this House know what churches are doing it and know 
what churches are not doing it. So let us not get into 
that game of trying to put all the churches in one box. I 
will not stand here today and allow that to happen. 
Because my church does not do it. 

The Honourable Member says to “get real.” 
Well, I hope he says when he goes knocking on those 
church doors they tell him “let’s get real.” There is a 
degree of politics in this because they are voters. 
They represent a body—and a powerful body. And 
people know this. And I represent a place called Ham-
ilton West. Everybody knows that’s the Bible Belt of 
Bermuda.  
 
[Laughter and inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: There’s no doubt where I 
stand on gambling.  

I was against it in the United Bermuda Party, 
they knew it. And now my leader knows that I am 
against gambling, and he knows that I can’t support 
it—and I will not support it. There’s no secret about 
that. As I’ve said before, I am who I am.  
 
[Laughter] 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Okay?  

Let’s make it clear. So when the Bermuda 
Democratic  Alliance goes and knocks on the church’s 
door, I want you to tell them “get real.”  
 
An Hon. Member:  I’ll tell them! 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 

 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Get real.  

I am, I am. Yes sir. I declare my interests. I 
am the grandson of a Bishop. 
 
An Hon. Member:  What? 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: I am the grandson of a 
Bishop.  
 
An Hon. Member: I would tell him too. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Well, he is dead.  

He is looking down at you right now 
 
[Laughter and inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: But the leader of the . . . and 
Mr. Speaker, I am not sure who the leader is of that 
Party, the Bermuda Democratic Party, because the 
first time I heard the leader, Mr. Cannonier, he said 
that he was for it. He said that it was a necessary evil.  

A necessary evil. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert:  Wow, I was shocked just to 
hear that. That it’s a necessary evil for this commu-
nity. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert:  So the next day, the Chair-
man of their party, Mr. Michael Fahy, tried to clarify it, 
and said, “No, we are against gambling; but we are 
waiting to hear from the community and the 
churches.” 
 
Mr. Shawn Crockwell:  Point of Order Mr. Speaker 
 
The Speaker:  That’s a point of order.  

Mr. Crockwell, what is your point of order? 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Mr. Shawn Crockwell:  Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  

The Honourable Member is misleading the 
House. What occurred was that Mr. Cannonier (and I 
am not sure if the Hon. Member is quoting Mr. Can-
nonier correctly) but Mr. Cannonier spoke to his per-
sonal position on gaming, and that the Chairman of 
the BDA then stated that the BDA will be exploring the 
issue further.  

He never made a statement that the BDA was 
against gaming.  
 
The Speaker:  Thank you Mr. Crockwell. 
 Carry on Mr. Furbert. 
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Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Thank you Mr. Speaker. I 
am quoting what Mr. Cannonier said. He said “it is a 
necessary evil.” That was on one day. The next day 
the Chairman says they are exploring it, and the next 
day they come out in favor of it. 
 
An Hon. Member:  Well you said we were [inaudible] 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: So that’s three days. And 
now those three days have changed their mind.  

But Mr. Speaker— 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert:  —the Honourable Member 
says illegal gaming does not mean that we should, I 
am sorry, illegal gaming does not mean that we 
should legalise it. That’s what the Member says. We 
have illegal gaming in Bermuda—we know that. But 
there are a lot of illegal things happening in this coun-
try. It does not mean that we should legalise them. It 
does not mean it. I hope the Honourable Members of 
this Honourable House are not saying that we should 
just open the flood gates for everything. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: I am just hoping he is not 
saying that.  

But to say that because some things are ille-
gally happening, as far as gaming in Bermuda, we 
should legalise it; I do not  think the Members support 
that. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
An Hon. Member: Your party [inaudible] 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: But Mr. Speaker, Mr. 
Speaker, let me just say this— 
 
An Hon. Member: Your Party [inaudible] 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert:  Mr. Speaker, let me just say 
about my party.  
 
An Hon. Member: It was your party . . .[inaudible] Not 
the Bermuda Democratic Alliance. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: And the Honourable Mem-
bers . . . my party— 
 
An Hon. Member: Not the Bermuda Democratic Alli-
ance. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert:  —my party has the right, 
and they brought forth a Green Paper— 

 
An Hon. Member: All right 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: —for discussion within this 
community. Absolutely right, I have no problem with 
that.  
 
An Hon. Member: You disagree [inaudible] 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: You have a right to bring 
forth a Green Paper so that the community could hear 
and discuss what’s going on. But my Leader has 
given me the right . . . he has said that we have a 
conscience vote. So we have a right to speak for or 
against this. Right?  

But the Bermuda Democratic Alliance— 
 
[Inaudible interjections and laughter] 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: But the Bermuda Democratic 
Alliance— 
 
The Speaker:  Well, the Honourable Member has 
been around a while. He knows that this is just a dis-
cussion paper— 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: That’s right. 
 
The Speaker: —Government wants to see how peo-
ple are feeling. 
 Carry on Mr. Furbert. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: I am sure we have to learn 
the new party up on basically what a Green Paper is.  
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
  
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: So we can bring a Green 
Paper on anything, you know. So that’s just to get the 
views, but it’s not actually the vote taking place today.  

But Mr. Speaker as I said before, I declare 
that I am against gaming for Bermuda and my con-
stituents—  
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: —my constituents, Hamilton 
West 6 has made it clear to me over the years that 
they do not support it and so I am passing on that in-
formation to this Honourable House that at least one 
constituency—constituency 6—does not support it.  
Now, I will not say all members do not support gam-
ing, but a majority does not support it. And as we un-
derstand how the numbers are: 51 per cent, you win 
the number. 

Mr. Speaker, so I am going to take my time 
over the next . . . how much time am I going to have, 
Mr. Speaker? 
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The Speaker: You have half an hour in total. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: So a half an hour left, Mr. 
Speaker? 
 
The Speaker:  I will sound the bell. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Ok, well . . .  

Mr. Speaker, I must speak briefly about the 
Green Paper and the Premier. And some Members 
have already informed us of both the recommendation 
coming from the task force, several places in the City 
of Hamilton, a casino would be privately owned and 
operated and so on, and the 10 per cent gross reve-
nue be levied. That is in the Report, and it also talks 
about gaming revenue will produce 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Ok, well, Mr. Speaker, I must 
speak briefly about the Green Paper and the Premier 
and some Members have already informed us of both 
the recommendation coming from the Task Force in 
several places, the City of Hamilton, a casino would 
be privately owned and operated and so on, and the 
10 per cent gross revenue be levied. That is in the 
Report.  

It also talks about gaming revenue will pro-
duce somewhere between $84 million to $146 million 
with somewhere between $19 million to $24 million 
coming from locals. That is literally money from the 
locals who will be depending upon this scenario, Mr. 
Speaker. 

It also talks about what most Members under-
stand, the EBITDA (which is Earnings Before Interest 
Taxes, Depreciation and Amortisation), that the earn-
ings before all that is somewhere between $2 million 
to $22 million. So when you deduct all of the taxes 
and amortisation and depreciation, I wonder what will 
really be the final net number because amortisation 
for buildings is considerably high. The Government is 
taking out 10 per cent or more. So the earnings really 
earned by these hoteliers are not as significant as 
people think they are. 

But, Mr. Speaker, what hit my attention, the 
Task Force on Gaming asked a profound question, 
Are the rewards that gaming may bring to Bermuda 
worth the risk that Bermuda would take by proceeding 
with gaming? Is it really worth the risk? I think that is a 
challenge to us in this Honourable House. Are we will-
ing to take this country down a road that we will not be 
able to reverse? 

I guess we could stop it. But, Mr. Speaker, I 
am reminded of a Scripture that says, What would it 
profit a man if he gains the whole world but loses his 
very soul? 

 
The Speaker:  Yes. 
 

Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: What will it profit this com-
munity and this country if we gain all the money, Mr. 
Speaker, but we lose the soul of our people—which 
we are losing right now. 
  
The Speaker:  It is not. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert:  What will it be worth to us at 
the end of the day? We know where this country is 
heading; but we are willing to stand up and say we 
support this for this country. 
 What price are we willing to pay? 
 
An Hon. Member: Mm, mm, mm. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Are we willing to lose thou-
sands of souls? Five hundred? Or one? 
 I am not willing to lose one, Mr. Speaker. Not 
at my hands. Now, when I am gone, let this Honour-
able House, and some of you who want to continue, 
the Bermuda Democratic Alliance is here in charge of 
this community and wants to take this country to gam-
bling . . . Well they can . . . I am here to vote against it.  
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: I am here to vote against it. 
 But, Mr. Speaker, as long as I am here, I can-
not afford to lose one individual for this community. 
 Mr. Speaker, the Report speaks about roughly 
three million lives in the United States are affected by 
this. That is approximately 1 per cent of the population 
of the United States. When we project that in Ber-
muda, it means somewhere between 500 adult lives 
will be affected by gaming. Because, at the end of the 
day . . . and the Honourable Member says “Furbert,   
that’s absolutely right,” because the Report is only 
based on looking at information coming from the 
United States, or whatever. It is only statistical infor-
mation. There is no analysis. 
 I looked back inside the back of our books, I 
am not sure if Members have seen this, there is a little 
disk, page 400. There are 400 pages in here. I did not 
see in there any proof of the earnings, any proof of 
how . . . it’s all assumptions, Mr. Speaker, all assump-
tions. But there’s no assumption on the lives that you 
will lose. There is no assumption about that. We will 
lose some of our people. 
 I have also seen statistics where 2.9 per cent 
of US adults are considered to be either pathological 
or problem gamblers. If we project that in Bermuda 3 
per cent . . . we are talking about roughly 1,500 peo-
ple would be affected. Adults. But, Mr. Speaker, that 
also speaks to our young people. It affects our young 
people, not only our adults. 
 Mr. Speaker, in the Report there is information 
I read by a gentleman by the name of Ronald Reno. 
He says, “In a survey of nearly 400 Gamblers Anony-
mous [members], 28 percent reported being either 
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separated or divorced as a direct result of their gam-
bling problems.”  
 “The National Gambling Impact Study Com-
mission reported that it received ‘abundant testimony 
and evidence that compulsive gambling introduces a 
greatly heightened level of stress and tension into 
marriages and families, . . .’”  

And we are willing to put that on the people? 
“Child abuse and neglect: The National Gam-

bling Impact Study Commission reported: "Children of 
compulsive gamblers are often prone to suffer abuse, 
as well as neglect, as a result of parental problem or 
pathological gambling." 

“Domestic violence: According to the National 
Research Council, studies indicate that between one 
quarter and one half of spouses of compulsive gam-
blers have been abused.” 

But this Honourable House will stand up some 
time in the future and say Aye or Nay.  

Possibly, Mr. Speaker, I am not saying these 
are the numbers that will take place in Bermuda, but 
we know it’s going to take place. How great? I do not 
know. But I am not willing to lose one person. I am 
not. 

Mr. Speaker, I am not. 
Mr. Speaker, based on the scenario of public 

sector revenue, direct/indirect, the Government will 
raise about $43 million indirect/direct. We are saying 
that we are willing to sacrifice one life to collect 
$86,000. Or, put another way, it is the cost per dam-
aged life; the approximate cost to incarcerate a crimi-
nal in Bermuda. 

A raw look at ways of cutting Government ex-
penses of 5 per cent and we need additional revenue 
of $43 million. If we need it I am willing to look at that, 
but I am not willing to put our people’s lives at stake 
because of this. I am not willing to pay the price. Our 
people have paid the price for too long for many 
things that we in this Honourable House have done 
over the years.  

Mr. Speaker, are we as a community willing to 
stand for anything? If not, we will fall for everything. 
We are having too many problems now. Our moral 
compass is broken. Mr. Speaker, what is interesting 
about this is that we say that we have one of the high-
est standards of living in the world. We have one of 
the highest per capita incomes. So why are we chas-
ing much more money? 

We talk about employment. Thirty per cent of 
our workforce is non-Bermudian. We can put our peo-
ple back to work. I just hired two— 

 
The Speaker:  Have you read the Report?  
 
[Laughter] 

 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert:  Mr. Speaker, I do not know 
what you mean by that. I have read the Report. 

 What was that referring to, Mr. Speaker? 
 
The Speaker: I was just wondering if you had read 
the Report. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert:  Well, I have. 
 Mr. Speaker— 
 
The Speaker:  Carry on Mr. Furbert. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert:  Yes, because you are trying 
to throw me off, Mr. Speaker. 
 
[Inaudible interjections and laughter] 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: So, if you are talking about 
producing jobs, but who are we going to produce the 
jobs for? 
 They are not Bermudians. So do not  give me 
that. Because when we build another hotel we are not 
producing more jobs. We know who goes in those 
hotels to work. The same people . . . and as Bermudi-
ans left one hotel they still filled them with other na-
tionalities. We know it. Those are the facts. So we 
can’t put our people back to work on some of these 
things because we are 30 per cent right now, maybe 
23 per cent, of non-Bermudians. 
 Mr. Speaker, again, I do not know how much 
time I am allowed. I am trying to work within my time. 
Can you give me an idea, Mr. Speaker? I am not used 
to this 30 minutes. 
 
The Speaker: You have another 15 minutes. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker:  Carry on. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert:  All right. 
 Mr. Speaker, there is no doubt that we have 
problems in our tourism industry. But I am sure, Mr. 
Speaker, that we have not reached the end of our in-
novative ideas for this community, for this particular 
department.  
 Mr. Speaker, I pulled out the Commission on 
Competitiveness, done by the United Bermuda Party 
in 1994. Nowhere in this Report . . . they talked about 
. . . and they made many recommendations. But no-
where did they make any recommendations talking 
about that we need casinos to make tourism work.  

There were three things that they basically 
talked about. They talked about the culture of the 
business, and the culture of tourism has changed. We 
do not have that caring attitude, that is, the culture of 
the business. We do not have that caring attitude as 
you and I had while growing up, Mr. Speaker, when 
the industry was first built. 
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 It talked about the management process and 
the organisational structure. Then it talked about the 
tourism product in Bermuda. But nowhere in this Re-
port have we talked about . . . or did the Report talk 
about that we needed casinos to make it work.  
 And please forgive me, but I have never heard 
over the years that I have been involved in politics that 
hoteliers have been crying out for gambling. They may 
have done so in very small, quiet meetings, but I have 
never heard them crying out saying, We need gam-
bling to make it work.    
 I do not believe that Mr. Trippe down at 
Tucker’s Point presented a business plan to his fi-
nance people and said, We need gambling to make it 
work. 
 I did not hear them cry out when the Govern-
ment, about eight years ago, closed down a few gam-
ings and casinos around the city and said, No, no, no, 
no, no. We need this to work. 
 I have only heard them over the last month. 
And when I did hear from them, I was a bit shocked. 
But the information— 
 
The Speaker:  [Gavel] 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert:  —the letter that they sent 
us, addressed to all Members of Parliament, was just 
regurgitated from the Report.  

I would have thought they would have at least 
have come up with some of their own ideas and said, 
you know, these are our numbers, or something. But 
the same information I read in the Report. They had to 
repeat it. You know? So that was weak. 
 Mr. Speaker, we can do things. I am not going 
to leave here and cry down the idea of gambling or 
casinos without probably asking ourselves, What 
choice do we have? What can we do? Mr. Speaker, I 
believe that we can first of all try to encourage Ber-
mudians to go back into the hotel industry. I believe 
that is the flavour that is missing, of Bermudians, of 
how we treat our guests.  

I have a small guest place on my property. I 
rent out two of my units to tourists. And I would en-
courage people to go to www.vrbo.com, look under 
Bermuda and look under my name. You will see the 
comments made by tourists about me.  

When they come, I meet them; I shake their 
hands and take them around. I show them how to 
catch the bus. I take them down to the marketplace 
and show them where to buy food and stuff. And it 
was the hospitality of Bermudians, showing them love 
because I want them to come back. But I do not be-
lieve that everybody who works in a hotel nowadays 
has that interest. 

Some of them are there from other places and 
they know they are only here for a very short time. 
And they are here to make a couple of dollars. They 
are making their $400 dollars and sending $250 back 
to wherever they come from. They are not really inter-

ested in Bermuda, Mr. Speaker. It’s the truth. They 
are interested in themselves and trying to make a 
couple of dollars for themselves.  

Mr. Speaker, one thing that the Minister can 
consider is whether we can . . . because there is no 
doubt that individuals who work in the tourist industry 
are probably not making the money that most people 
are making outside. So how can we help them . . . and 
I think the Minister has done a good job in the Budget 
by alleviating the payroll tax, I think up to (I can’t re-
member up to what  month it was) I think it was the 
first quarter, or up to the second quarter. But maybe 
the Government can look at whether they can elimi-
nate payroll taxes paid by the employer and employee 
for maybe at least the next 10 years to try to get this 
industry back up and going. 

Also the employee will probably make more 
money when their taxes are reduced. Maybe we can 
consider some of those in the bigger type of things.  
 But, Mr. Speaker, let us put the Island of 
Paradise back into Bermuda. And they talk about that 
song by Hubert Smith  saying it’s only 700 miles at 
sea. Let’s paint the picture that people are going to 
want to come to the Island of Paradise. The last time I 
saw statistics only 25 per cent of the tourists said they 
would come here based on casinos. Something tells 
me if you were running for your constituency and 25 
per cent said they support you and 74 per cent said 
they did not, Mr. Speaker, who do you go with? 
 I am sure most Honourable Members under-
stand those numbers. 
 But, Mr. Speaker, if we are saying . . . so let 
us put the Island of Paradise . . . yes, let us promote 
our sun and our sand and our golf and our sailing and 
our activities during the daytime. But, Mr. Speaker, we 
realise that the evening events in Bermuda are dead. 
It is dead. We need to bring this country to life. And 
that is what most people are complaining about. 
 Tourists come down here and say, It was 
great; but I was bored at night. That’s where the prob-
lem is. Let’s start there. Let’s start with some basic, 
fundamental principles that made us who we were—
the Island of Paradise. 
 I think that if most people knew where Atlantis 
was, they heard so much about this place, Atlantis, 
they would go there. They would go there. But the 
Island of Paradise . . . not just Bermuda. You know, I 
go to Disney World. I go to Florida. Let’s go to the Is-
land of Paradise. And when I go to the Island of Para-
dise, I have activities all day, both day and night. And 
it is also talking about putting our people back to work 
in the industry that they deal with. 
 Shine Heaven and his jazz, and Bootsie and 
the Two Fools, and Patricia Pogson and her theatrical 
talent and McKeon and his poetic singing and Tony 
Brannon. Let’s create some activities. Let us put some 
money into the event, put less maybe next three or 
four years, of public and private funding so that we 
can get these activities for visitors. 
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 Mr. Speaker, we do not  have to sell our souls 
down the river for casinos. That is not where the peo-
ple, at least that I have been talking to, wish us to go.  

Mr. Speaker, Walter Crombie wrote an opin-
ion in the May edition of the Bottom Line. He says that 
although he gambles, he is opposed to gambling in 
Bermuda. He says, “I’m usually opposed to doing 
something solely because everyone else is doing it; 
and always opposed to being the last to do it.” 
 Everyone else is doing it. Why are we going to 
follow? You know everyone is . . . there are a lot of 
Americans who want to go to Cuba, you know. But 
they are prohibited. And gambling is not there. 
 
The Speaker:  That’s a different issue. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert:  That’s my point. 
 They want to see something different.  
 Once Cuba opens up, we know there is going 
to be a floodgate down there. And it wasn’t because 
they said there was gambling down there in Cuba. 
They offer something; they want to see something 
different.  
 
An Hon. Member: [inaudible] prostitution. 
 
[Inaudible interjections and laughter] 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert:  Mr. Speaker, my view is that 
Bermuda should provide what no one else provides.  
 I hope this makes sense to most of my col-
leagues in this Honourable House. 
 Mr. Speaker, the research poll in 2006 found 
that 54 per cent of the people in Bermuda were op-
posed to legalised gambling in Bermuda. The United 
Bermuda Party poll showed, basically last time I saw 
it, that 80 per cent of whites supported gambling, 80 
per cent of blacks were against it. If you haven’t seen 
that, I will give it to you. 
 United for Change— 
 
An Hon. Member: What else could you table? 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert:  I have a lot. 
 
[Inaudible interjections and laughter] 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert:  I’ve got a lot.  
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert:  Want to come and get it?  

I am sorry, Mr. Speaker. 
 United for Change is a group of 85 pastors 
and leaders representing over 60 churches of various 
denominations have come out against gambling. A 
petition was presented. Two thousand . . . I think it is 
between 3,000 and 5,000 people right now. Mr. 

Speaker, to me that speaks volumes. But the people 
of Bermuda do not want gambling. 
 But what was interesting, Mr. Speaker, I am 
not sure other Members saw the 400 pages in the 
back of  . . . this disk that they presented to us, but the 
Innovative Group has itself made a disclaimer. And 
guess what the disclaimer said. I will not read all of it; I 
am looking at my time: 

“Although we believe that the expectations in 
these reports are reasonable, any or all of the esti-
mates or projections in this report may prove to be 
incorrect. To the extent possible, we have attempted 
to verify and confirm estimates and assumptions used 
in this analysis. However, some assumptions inevita-
bly will not materialize as a result of inaccurate as-
sumptions or as a consequence of known or unknown 
risks and uncertainties and unanticipated events and 
circumstances, which may occur. Consequently, ac-
tual results achieved during the period covered by our 
analysis will vary from our estimates and the varia-
tions may be material. As such, The Innovation Group 
accepts no liability in relation to the estimates pro-
vided herein.” 
 You know, I have done my report, I have got 
my statistics from the United States, looked at Austra-
lia, looked at a few other things, wrote my report. But  
I am not going to accept any consequences for this, 
the results coming out of here. So, if the problems are 
bigger for Bermuda, I tell you, you would need 
$500,000 for psychiatrists . . . you know, I may be out, 
it may be $2 million. I don’t know.  

But at the end of the day Mr. Speaker, they 
are taking no acceptance if this Report is wrong. So it 
is left to us, as Members of this Honourable House to 
look clearly at the information. Ask ourselves the 
question at the end of the day, Mr. Speaker (as I 
started), Is it worth it all?  

Have we reached a point in our lives to say 
that this community . . . and we are willing to put our 
people, our families, our brothers, our sisters, our 
mothers and our fathers at risk because we made a 
decision to move ahead with gambling.  

Is it worth it all, Mr. Speaker? 
 
The Speaker:  Thank you, Mr. Furbert. 
 I now recognise the Honourable and Learned 
Member, Mr. Barritt, from Devonshire South Central. 
Mr. Barritt has the floor. 
 
Mr. John Barritt:  Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  

I am happy to follow on the last speaker from 
the Government on this White Paper, Mr. Speaker. 
The reason I am happy is because he drew reference 
to the disk, which we found on the last page of the 
Green Paper. 
 I have to say that I made the mistake of say-
ing to my secretary, could you print this for me, and 
she came back, Mr. Speaker, with this—it’s a binder, 
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as the Honourable Member said, of 410 pages, Mr. 
Speaker, which makes it a very, very weighty docu-
ment in terms of its actual weight and its volume. 
 Mr. Speaker, I do not mean to, and I do not 
intend to make light of that. But I have to say, as a 
result of having done that, my Members assigned me 
the responsibility of reading the fine print, as it were, 
and looking at the details to see how it has supported 
and where it supports the case for the advancement 
of gaming and gambling in Bermuda. 
 And let me just say, Mr. Speaker, that is what 
we are being invited to consider here, to advance or-
ganised gambling, or “gaming” as they prefer to call it, 
here in Bermuda today. And it goes beyond bingo or 
Crown and Anchor and Cup Match and the Eastern 
Counties. It is talking about developing a business 
which becomes State approved and on which the 
State becomes dependent for revenue, Mr. Speaker. I 
am going to come back to that.  
 As I read through this paper, Mr. Speaker 
(and I am only going to say this briefly) . . . and I could 
not read it all at once. I confess to you I had to do it in 
bits and bites in order to digest it. It gets to be that 
complicated. Not so much complicated, but that de-
tailed, Mr. Speaker. So I did it in bits and bites. 
 I could not help but think, as I was reading 
this, whether or not my time would be better spent 
reading a paper on something like Operation Cease 
Fire or how to get on top of the problem that we have 
in this community with gangs today, Mr. Speaker. That 
is all I am going to say on that. 
 I also tried to read up on this and read this 
paper, Mr. Speaker, because I have to tell you that 
gaming and gambling has never featured or factored 
large in my life. Are they here in Bermuda? Oh yes. I 
have seen Crown and Anchor and I have dropped a 
few shillings, I guess, at one time and then dollars, Mr. 
Speaker, and maybe had a little fun. But it has never 
factored greatly in my life. And I felt the need to edu-
cate myself. 
 The reason I did that is because this debate, 
this issue is being put in the context that this is 
needed to rescue Bermuda economically, specifically 
our tourism product. And I said, if people feel that, 
perhaps I ought to take a close look to see whether or 
not I agree. 
 And let me say this, Mr. Speaker, that while I 
read these reports and I hear what people have to 
say, I will not, as a Member of this House—and I want 
the public to know this—abrogate or abdicate my re-
sponsibility to, at the end, come to a considered deci-
sion on what I think, with my colleagues, what we 
think, would be best for Bermuda. And we cannot ab-
dicate that responsibility.   
 Now, Mr. Speaker, let me go right to the Re-
port itself. And when I made reference, Mr. Speaker, I 
suspect you do not have the 410 pages up there. But I 
am quoting from that. And the first thing I quote from 
is in the thing called the Executive Summary, I think, 

on page 4, where they said, and this is the bottom line 
of the debate, Members, and I quote: “. . . given the 
right legislative policies, [given the right] tax structures 
[given the right] operating environment, casino gaming 
can be a catalyst for additional tourism development.” 
 There are a lot of “ifs” there. There are a lot of 
assumptions, Mr. Speaker, that if you get this right, 
and if you get that right, and you get this right . . . and 
we’ve heard this already, that if you have in place the 
proper controls it will be like manna from heaven. 
Could be! That’s absolutely right, Mr. Speaker, some-
one said. 

Well, I also read, Mr. Speaker, moving along, 
within the Report . . . and the Honourable Member, 
Mr. Furbert referred to it, is that disclaimer in there. 
When you are given all these assumptions. And it 
comes up at the end of every chapter, Mr. Speaker, in 
the more detailed report. And it says, “Although we 
believe that the expectations [and I underline that 
word] in these reports are reasonable, [I underline that 
word] any or all of the estimates [and I underline that 
word] or projections . . . may prove to be incorrect.”  

So you are warned that what you do is at your 
peril. 

And finally, as the Honourable Member drew 
attention to, “As such, The [Innovation] Group accepts 
no liability in relation to the estimates provided 
herein.” So you have to take them with a grain of salt. 

And that is something any reasonable person 
ought to do, Mr. Speaker. 

Then I noticed again (and I am quoting from 
the Report), because as I read the 407 pages, while 
they are 407 pages largely meant to be in support of 
it, there are also in there 407 reasons why we should 
not proceed, Mr. Speaker. They say in there on page 
26, and this is the chapter on . . . Mr. Speaker, if you 
will just give me a minute. It is in the Executive Sum-
mary. They say in there, “The conclusion is generally 
that the revenues provided by commercial casinos 
cover the costs for problem gambling services and do 
not burden local governments.” 

Now that is a critical, critical factor when you 
are going to advance and develop organised gaming, 
Mr. Speaker, in any jurisdiction, let alone in Bermuda 
of 20 square miles. They conclude, generally that the 
revenues provided by commercial casinos cover the 
costs for problem gambling services and will not bur-
den the local government. That is one heck of an as-
sumption, Mr. Speaker. And it is, I think, packed with 
meaning. 

I find that the detail is really in selling gaming, 
Mr. Speaker. There is no question about that if you 
read through the 407 pages. I have to say that I do not 
find it very convincing because they tend to gloss over 
the price or the cost that comes with it. Or, to put it 
another way, they minimise the negative impact that 
this could have. And what we do have in this Report, 
Mr. Speaker, and I say this with all due deference and 
respect, is simply a genuflection, a nodding towards 
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the social impact that it can have, Mr. Speaker, and 
shows in my view from my readings a lack of under-
standing and appreciation of the human cost of people 
who become addicted or who are problem gamblers 
or their families. 

What I did, because I found it lacked some of 
that . . . the Executive Summary, when I first read it, 
Mr. Speaker, which is what is in the Green Paper that 
you are reading now, I looked and I thought what a 
small portion of the overall picture of what happens 
when gaming comes into any community. It lacked 
analysis of the down side. 

I looked at that, and I wrote to the Salvation 
Army. And the reason I wrote to the Salvation Army 
for their views, Mr. Speaker, is that this is an organisa-
tion with a network throughout the world. And the 
Army is in the trenches in any community where they 
are. And they deal with these problems. They know 
what it is like, Mr. Speaker. 

It was unfortunate, in a way, and I hoped that 
they might have a model paper or a model examina-
tion where gaming has been introduced and what has 
happened there. But what they did share with me was 
their experience in the Province of Manitoba, Canada.  

And this is what they said. Gambling, they 
found . . . this is what they found from being in the 
trenches. “Gambling is a tax on those who can least 
afford it and should not be the cornerstone of health 
and social programme funding. We cannot,” they said, 
“condone that sort of behaviour by our government. 
The Salvation Army believes that promoting and op-
erating gambling business exerts a corrupting influ-
ence on government itself. [And I am going to come 
back to that theme, Mr. Speaker.] A government 
should be committed to cultivating a just society and 
this implies a commitment to distributing society’s 
benefits and burdens fairly as they are deserved. 
Gambling, however, with its purely adventitious work-
ings is the opposite of distributing to people as they 
deserve.”  

The opposite of that, Mr. Speaker.  
And they said to the Manitoba Government, 

You should set an example for honesty.  
“We studied some of the advertising that 

comes with gaming and we find it to be gravely mis-
leading and counterproductive.” 

These are people in the trenches who have 
had the experience of dealing with the people who 
suffer as a result, Mr. Speaker. And we must not over-
look or minimise that. 

They say the ads sell excitement and glam-
our, but never once—never once—are you warned of 
the dangers. And that’s the kind of experience we see 
in other jurisdictions, Mr. Speaker. And these are the 
things to which we have to have regard. We cannot 
ignore them, Mr. Speaker. We should not ignore them. 

My approach is almost similar to the approach 
that the Innovation Group, the people largely respon-

sible for the information in the Green Paper, Mr. 
Speaker, because although there was a local task 
force, much of it was sort of an adoption of this Report 
and the picking and the choosing of it.  

What they said with respect to gambling, 
which they said Bermuda should not proceed, is, “The 
regulation and oversight afforded physical casinos has 
rooted out much of the illegal and unscrupulous activ-
ity once associated with gambling. [I am going to 
come back to that, Mr. Speaker.] However, the loose 
nature of the internet and of internet gambling does 
not adhere easily to such a regulatory structure and 
significant scandals and scams have resulted.” 

And here’s the kicker: “The perception of ille-
gal activity occurring within Bermuda’s borders could 
serve to deter businesses in the financial sector from 
locating or maintaining their offices in Bermuda.” 
 So one has to consider what sort of image of 
Bermuda we are going to cultivate by moving off in 
this direction, Mr. Speaker, not just what it will do for 
us money-wise.  
 In fact, that is what it seems to be all about. 
Now, I am not against people making money, Mr. 
Speaker. I am not against the profit motive. But 
someone mentioned already, “let’s get real.” Well, let 
us get real about what casinos are all about. They are 
about money, more money and making more money, 
Mr. Speaker, for themselves! And what you find is that 
governments are always trying to see what they can 
do to get a piece! That’s what it is all about. That is 
the dynamic that eventually occurs, Mr. Speaker. It’s 
not a good one. 
 
The Speaker:  No. 
 
Mr. John Barritt:  It is not a good one. 
 In fact, I am going to suggest that when you 
get those two C’s, three C’s—Casinos, Cash, and 
Controls—there is another C that follows. It isn’t the 
ocean—it is Corruption! 
 
An Hon. Member: Oh! 
 
Mr. John Barritt: And it’s corrupting influence. Be-
cause that’s what money does—especially cash, Mr. 
Speaker. Especially cash. 
 
The Speaker:  I thought the Bible says, “the love.” 
 
Mr. John Barritt:  That’s right, Mr. Speaker. 
 I could go to the Good Book when necessary, 
Mr. Speaker. 
 
[Laughter] 
 
Mr. John Barritt:  That’s right. It is not money; that’s 
where people make the mistake. It is not money that 
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is the root of all evil. The Good Book says it’s the love 
of money, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker:  Yes. 
 
Mr. John Barritt:  And it is greed. But this promotes 
greed. That’s the problem, Mr. Speaker. 
 And I do not want to sound too sanctimonious, 
but we have to realise that what we are talking about . 
. . someone said already that we will not be introduc-
ing gaming.  

I understand that, Mr. Speaker. But we are not 
talking about bingo games or Crown and Anchor or a 
game of cards, Mr. Speaker. No, we are not! We are 
talking about putting a casino, if you listen to what’s, if 
you read . . . a big casino down, right smack in Hamil-
ton, and a couple in the outlying districts, and once 
they get in here, Mr. Speaker, they are not necessarily 
going to wait for people to roll up in dinner jackets. It is 
going to be all about getting people in to make their 
thing work. For what purpose? To make money. 
 And the house always wins!  
 Yes, there are a couple of people who win, 
Mr. Speaker, and that is what is so pernicious about it, 
of course, that people go in thinking they are going to 
be the one. But the 99 walk away usually empty 
handed.  
 And as the Honourable Member said, and as 
the Report concedes, there is usually 3 per cent who 
become problem gamblers, some of whom have a 
pathological problem.  

It suggested in the Report (another word I 
learned, Mr. Speaker) “co-morbidity” where people 
have a number of diseases running rampant. You will 
find them all, sometimes, the addictive behaviour 
whether it is drugs, alcohol and gambling. Well, you 
already have the problem so, it’s almost as if, you 
know, build on it. And I am not there, Mr. Speaker. 

And a couple of points that I wanted to make 
with respect to that from the Report . . . if you will bear 
with me for a minute, Mr. Speaker. I marked these 
things. This is what the Report tells us, “The gaming 
customer, especially in the competitive environment 
will demand an increasing level of quality in exchange 
for a higher gaming budget. Therefore, in order to re-
alise additional gaming revenues and incremental 
tourist visitation to [Bermuda] [in brackets, that was] a 
gaming operation will need to improve the gaming 
product relative to its regional competition.” 

So, once it gets in here, we have to step it up. 
Do not kid yourselves; we are going to step it up, to 
make what? More money. 
 Mr. Speaker, they talk about “ . . . casino op-
erators in the country would be in competition with 
well capitalized and long established casinos in places 
such as the Bahamas and to a lesser extent other 
countries throughout the Caribbean, as well as with 
other major gaming destinations (South Florida, Las 
Vegas, etc.). In addition, these markets have had the 

advantage of cultivating gamer loyalty over the past 
years. Bermuda would face the added challenge of 
the co-evolution of new regionally competitive jurisdic-
tions such as Jamaica that will have similarly tourism-
focused goals driving new casino policies. Thus, it is 
imperative that Bermuda focuses on establishing poli-
cies which maximize the potential competitiveness of 
the gaming industry.” 
 So we have to step things up. It really has to 
be a major business, not just entertainment, Mr. 
Speaker. As I said, that is what distinguishes it from a 
game of cards or bingo or Crown and Anchor.  
 Mr. Speaker, the next point I would like to 
make, and that is the Bermuda approach. You know, I 
do not think we need to apologise for this. I have 
heard criticism over the years, All you are saying is, 
No. Well, at the very least, I can tell you I am saying 
that you have to approach this with a heck of a lot 
more caution than I have seen in this Green Paper 
and the supporting documents. 
 But, beyond that, my own analysis leads me 
to believe that we really ought to be saying No. And 
we oughtn’t to apologise for that, Mr. Speaker, and I 
will tell you why. Bermuda . . . to a certain extent we 
distinguished ourselves as a tourism destination by 
saying no to some things. We didn’t always get it right, 
but when you look at the open spaces here today, the 
lack of billboards, some of the things that were put in 
place back in the day when people had foresight, 
when they wanted Bermuda to be different than 
Stateside.  
 
The Speaker:  Yes. 
 
Mr. John Barritt:  And you will recall, Mr. Speaker, 
you were in the House when we had the great debate 
on franchises, you know, allowing franchise opera-
tions here. 
 
The Speaker:  Yes. 
 
Mr. John Barritt:  Again, so we could be different, not 
to make ourselves the same, Mr. Speaker. And we 
need make no apology for that. 
 In fact, I think there is some merit in that, and 
more than just merit. When I read in this Report that 
they said, “With approximately 25% of U.S. adult lei-
sure travelers stating that the ability to participate in 
casino gambling while on vacation is important to 
them, Bermuda is at a disadvantage to other jurisdic-
tions, particularly in the Caribbean, in attracting these 
potential visitors.” 
 I say, Well, yes, that’s the 25 per cent for 
whom it is important; what about the 75 per cent for 
whom it is not important? That’s a big catchment area.  
And what are they going to think if we ramp it up here 
with respect to organised gaming, Mr. Speaker. What 
is going to be the impact to the draw on them? Will it 
still be positive? 
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 We do not need to do that. Bermuda, Mr. 
Speaker . . . let us face it. With 20 square miles and 
given what we have, even if we do get all the hotels 
we want, we cannot be, never will be all things to all 
people. Neither can we provide all things to all people. 
We have to develop our niche, and the core of that 
used to be great service, value for money. That’s what 
we need to get back to. 
 I remember, I thought they were very good at 
the time . . . I do not think you could necessarily get 
away with them today, the advertisements that used 
to say “Bermuda: Unhurried, Unspoiled, Uncommon.” 
Remember that? 
 
Some Hon Members:  Yes. 
 
Mr. John Barritt: And then we had that feature pro-
gramme, “Bermuda is me; Bermuda is you” where we 
tried to develop positive attitudes in tourism.  
 And that’s how we have made our mark, Mr. 
Speaker, not by following others. Hawaii gets that. 
They just turned it down. And when I read things like 
this in the Report, Mr. Speaker, and I quote, “The con-
tinuing global proliferation of casino gaming into new 
markets and rampant one-upmanship, often elicited 
by casino developers in various jurisdictions continu-
ously changes the rules of the game for each new 
gaming jurisdiction. This dynamic results in enhanced 
competitive scenarios and the reality of diminished 
benefits for new entrants compared to historical ex-
amples.” 
 And I am saying why do we even want to take 
this on if that’s the case? If it is diminished benefits, 
Mr. Speaker, and when the rules of the game—listen 
to that—are continuously changing. That means that 
casinos get in here and if things are not going well, 
they want to make more money. In order to do that, 
they have to get more aggressive. Are we going to be 
able to cope with that, Mr. Speaker? 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Mr. John Barritt:  I hear regulation, Mr. Speaker. But 
I will come back to that. 
 I just want to say, as a general comment, that 
all that glitters is not gold, Mr. Speaker. It never is. 
And I think that we are wise to take that approach 
here. When we set this up, as I said earlier, it will be 
front and centre and it will not be a discrete thing that 
is set in some corners.  
 As a matter of fact, Mr. Speaker, if Govern-
ment proceeds on this, and Members on that side get 
behind it, I have to say that I will struggle, as I am sure 
many Bermudians will, to understand how some peo-
ple will have and some people will not. Some people 
will get the profits and some people will not. And the 
rest of you, by the way, if you’re lucky . . . well, I 
wouldn’t call it luck. You’re players. 

 
The Speaker:  That’s just how it is. 
 
Mr. John Barritt:  It is, but we . . . that’s how it is, but 
we do not have to make it that way, Mr. Speaker. We 
do not have to make it that way. 
 When it comes to taxes, Mr. Speaker, the Re-
port makes it clear; they identified several examples 
where an unreasonable and unstable tax rate struc-
ture negatively affected the gaming industry in a par-
ticular jurisdiction. So we are going to constantly have 
that battle. We are going to take that on [with] the ca-
sinos, once here, as to what is a fair tax rate and what 
is an unfair tax rate. And our Government, whoever it 
is, is going to constantly be in that battle. 

 And I do not think it is not going to be a par-
ticularly helpful one, Mr. Speaker. What you are going 
to end up doing as a Government is to start to depend 
on this revenue. That’s what happens in other jurisdic-
tions. So you set up a situation where even if you 
have a gaming commission or regulation, it becomes 
an enabling situation. And we develop a co-
dependency, as they say in the addiction trade. And 
that will not, in my view, be good for Bermuda and 
Bermudians, Mr. Speaker.  

We will be hard pressed, I think, based on 
what the Report says, because there are some as-
sumptions in this thing that may turn out to be very, 
very wrong. We will find there is no pot of gold at the 
end of the rainbow. 

I have heard things about these will give jobs 
to Bermudians, Mr. Speaker. I mean, I looked at the 
Employment Survey results and the growth of jobs in 
Bermuda over the last years. Most of this growth has 
come about as a result of non-Bermudians. What 
makes us think that Bermudians will suddenly flock to 
casinos as employees, when we’re struggling to get 
them in restaurants, hotels and bars, Mr. Speaker? 
What is going to be the magic in these casinos?  

Look, as I understand it, casinos run . . . we 
hear about all the tight security they have and how 
they monitor people and are careful about whom they 
employ. We can’t even find Bermudians to be in the 
Fire Service, Mr. Speaker, let alone take on positions 
in casinos. So we all see what’s going to happen 
there, Mr. Speaker. 

And you wonder where all of the profits are 
going to go. I heard the Premier say that Bermudians 
will be involved, but I suppose maybe the Government 
can say that. But the people in this Report said, Look, 
if you are going to do it right, you are going to do it big 
time and you are going to be sophisticated and put 
yourself on the map. You have to do an RFP and 
make sure it is one of the big international groups that 
comes in here. Well, franchises, whatever they are. 
And their goal will be to make money and more 
money, Mr. Speaker. 
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As I say, there are a lot of “ifs” in this Report. 
Too many “ifs” Mr. Speaker, for us to jump off and 
say, Yes, let’s go, let’s go. 
 Mr. Speaker, one of the things they did as 
they went up and down the Island and looked at po-
tential sites and the recommendation came to six or 
seven scenarios about how to make money and more 
money, and they talked I think eventually about one 
big casino in Hamilton and some in the hotels. I do not 
know who is going to get that, Mr. Speaker, and who 
is not.  
 But they talked in this Report about a gravity 
model employed to calibrate market behaviour of resi-
dents living within a reasonable driving distance of a 
proposed development. And, indeed, they used New-
ton’s Law of Universal Gravitation and a mathematical 
equation, Mr. Speaker. 
 
[Laughter] 
 
Mr. John Barritt:  I said, No, no, this is Bermuda, 20 
square miles. Are you joking? Do you think some 
people will gamble down in a hotel in West End and 
not feel like going to the east, or to come into Hamil-
ton? The whole of Bermuda will be a catchment ar-
eas, Mr. Speaker. 
 I just did not get that, Mr. Speaker. 
 And then what also caught my attention was 
this: The exit survey report. And I cannot remember 
whether it is in the Green Paper that you have, Mr. 
Speaker, that was published, or whether it is in the 
detailed report. But catch this: “An exit survey in the 
summer of 2008 asked visitors to Bermuda about their 
probability to gamble if gaming was offered in the Is-
land.”  

And do you know what they found? An overall 
propensity of 28.3 per cent.  

As they worked it out in terms of visitors for 
2008, of 284,465 visitors, 80,054 had a propensity for 
gaming. So, again, the majority . . . it is not like we are 
going to lose out on business or closing our eyes to 
potential business by not having gaming, Mr. Speaker. 
They came here in any event. That’s the other point. 
They came here in any event. Sometimes I think that 
Bermuda is an oasis where you went to get away from 
it all.  
 Mr. Speaker, I now come on to that section 
called Social Impact. And it is the one where a fellow 
in Nova Scotia, who was instrumental up there in chal-
lenging some of the assumptions that the Nova Scotia 
Gaming Commission had and which featured in this 
Report. He said, “This is where the foxes show how 
deeply they care about the welfare of the chickens.” 
 
[Laughter] 
 
Mr. John Barritt:  “This is where the foxes show how 
deeply they care about the welfare of the chickens.” 
 

An Hon. Member: Oh boy! 
 
Mr. John Barritt:  And, Mr. Speaker, he is so right 
because when I read through this Report, Mr. 
Speaker, and I looked at some of the suggestions 
they listed in here, four or five pages, it was like a 
catalogue of things that you can do to help mitigate 
and to educate people on the dangers and the perils 
of gaming. 
 There were workplace initiatives, family im-
pact initiatives. There were neighbourhood initiatives, 
faith community initiatives. A youth initiative. Adult 
initiatives. Older adults, or senior initiatives. And then 
public safety and crime initiatives. And there is a long 
list. 
 Do you know what I thought of when I was 
reading all of those, Mr. Speaker? What world are 
these people living in to think, given Bermuda’s chal-
lenges and our limited resources that we going to be 
able to implement an across-the-board programme 
like that in our schools, in our churches, in media out-
lets, everywhere else, on the perils and dangers of 
gaming or how to gamble responsibly. 
 And do you know what struck me as I read 
that? I said, Look at the challenges that we are having 
with gangs and what is happening there. And if you 
want to talk about public safety and crime prevention 
initiatives, we would be well spent, Mr. Speaker, this 
Government would be well spent in getting on top of it 
now with respect to gangs. 
 For instance, ask yourself is there such a 
thing as socially responsible gangs? 
 
[laughter] 
 
Mr. John Barritt:  Could there be such a thing as so-
cially responsible gangs? 
 Mr. Speaker, it is not something, it is not 
something, it is not something I think that we in this 
country want to encourage, Mr. Speaker, because of 
the challenges inherent in that without even getting 
into the cost, Mr. Speaker, the cost that we will face.  

 And when I see some of the comparisons as 
to how they’ve done it and how they’ve tackled in 
places like (these are ones referred to) New Orleans, 
Louisiana—well, I think we’re all familiar with New Or-
leans. Bermuda is not New Orleans, never will be. 
Wheeling, West Virginia. We’re comparing ourselves 
and analysing Bermuda with reference to a place 
called Wheeling, West Virginia, or Bettendorf, Iowa, or 
Albuquerque, New Mexico. Mr. Speaker, it’s just not 
going to happen, Bermuda’s a different place. 

I think when they looked at New Zealand and 
what happens down there, you know, they said, “Ef-
fective casino management and crime prevention 
strategies help contribute to an effective regulatory 
regime and minimisation of crime.” Where have we 
heard that before? You know, we’d be on top of our 
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gangs, too, if we had effective gang management and 
crime prevention strategy.  

 But we’ve got challenges in this community, 
and to say that all we’ll do, that what we need is to 
have more money to fund counselors and one extra 
police car every three years . . .I have to tell you, that 
one did throw me for a loop as to how that one came 
out of the blue. As somehow one extra police car 
every three years will help us get on top of the prob-
lem. It’s not going to happen.  

And so, Mr. Speaker, am I coming up on my 
time now?  
 
The Speaker: One minute. 
 
Mr. John Barritt: I would call that coming up on my 
time, Mr. Speaker.  

And I would say we’ve heard a lot of this be-
fore and we have to approach this with caution. I do 
not have the faith that some people have about how a 
commission, controls and regulation will get on top of 
it. I can see a big push and it will change, it will have 
an impact on this Island. It’s bound to because they 
need to have players to make money and more 
money, Mr. Speaker. Not just tourists, but locals as 
well.  

As a legislator I end where I began, which is 
that I think we have to consider the impact—the po-
tential negative impact—and go beyond just a caution, 
Mr. Speaker. And in the circumstances I think that at 
this stage we have to put the brakes on. I am not con-
vinced. That is not to say that the debate here today is 
not just about tourism and other alternatives. I recog-
nise our challenges there and our colleague who 
speaks for tourism, the Leader of the Opposition, has 
spoken to some of the things that we need to do. And 
we’d be on board with the need to re-examine and 
redevelop our tourism policies. 

But to go down this route, Mr. Speaker, is one 
from which I think we will find hard to return. And 
when you look at what has happened in other jurisdic-
tions that have gaming, there’s nothing, nothing I 
think, to really commend itself to Bermuda in terms of 
the problems and the negative impact it has.  

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
[Applause] 
 
The Speaker: Thank you Mr. Barritt, the Honourable 
and Learned Member from Devonshire South Central.  

I am going to take the Honourable and 
Learned Member, Ms. Cox, from Devonshire North 
West.  

Minister Cox has the floor. 
 
Hon. Paula A. Cox: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Mr. 
Speaker today as legislators and leaders we’re here 

to discuss the issue of gaming. It’s certainly an issue 
that elicits passion from both sides of the divide.   

I think today we’re going to need the Wisdom 
of Solomon. And I can’t help thinking of that because 
you will recall that he devised a clever stratagem to 
determine the truth as to who was the real mother of 
the baby. He stated that the fair solution in order to 
satisfy both women was to cut the baby in half. And 
what resulted was that you saw who the true lover of 
the baby was. 

So, Mr. Speaker, I think in many ways there is 
some synergy with that position. And I think, though, 
here it’s a little less definitive because those who favor 
it and those who are opposed to it all feel that they are 
acting in the collective good, the national interest, the 
public interest. And, Mr. Speaker, there is no crystal 
ball. But let me state my view quite clearly and un-
equivocally. 

At this stage, at this time, where Bermuda 
stands now, I do not see gaming as the right thing for 
Bermuda and unequivocally. At this stage, at this time, 
where Bermuda stands now, I do not see gaming as 
the right thing for Bermuda at this time. 
 
[Inaudible interjections, applause] 
 
Hon. Paula A. Cox:  At lunch time today, Mr. 
Speaker, I left to go over to the Cathedral. I went 
there. There were a few people there for the Imagine 
Bermuda Group talking about what happened this 
week and what has been happening repeatedly, too 
often, in Bermuda.  

And the fact that there were very few people 
there, Mr. Speaker, is not because people do not 
care. It’s because I believe they feel that they have 
been numb and are not sure how to deal with the out-
break of violence. And I believe, Mr. Speaker, I be-
lieve . . . and I can talk, I can use up my whole half-
hour if I need to, and I am not a long speaker.  
 
The Speaker:  Use your half hour. 
 
Hon. Paula A. Cox: I do not need any directions, ei-
ther. But I think, Mr. Speaker, what is important to 
note is that we are at a tipping point in Bermuda.  

We’re at a tipping point in Bermuda. And 
we’ve got to take it seriously where we stand and how 
we stand and the message that we communicate as 
leaders.  

That’s nothing to do . . . and let me be very 
frank. I have faith in the future of Bermuda and I also 
have spiritual faith. But the issue of gaming for me is 
not something which is anathema because of my re-
ligion. It’s anathema because at this time in Bermuda I 
do not think it’s communicating the right message. 
That’s the issue.  

So let us be clear as those who analyse and 
subdivide and cross-reference what I stated—it’s not 
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about the religious aspect; it’s about what I think is 
right for Bermuda at this time. 

 And I also think, as an aside, they may say in 
law that what is obiter dicta, which is something you 
can take as interesting even if it does not go to the 
legal issues. I think when we, as a PLP Government, 
stand on the cusp of making some game-changing 
decisions about leadership, I do not think that the tim-
ing is right at ten to midnight to make a decision which 
could pre-empt the autonomy and authority of the next 
leader of the PLP. That is my position also.  

 
[Applause] 
 
Hon. Paula A. Cox:  So, Mr. Speaker, let me say that 
I believe we have to turn the needle for change, and I 
think we have to turn the dial for change. And we have 
to manage change properly as a sophisticated, inter-
national, financial centre and a jurisdiction that be-
lieves in the rule of law.  

But I think, Mr. Speaker, that we need to turn 
down the volume somewhat, and some may say that 
is abdicating our responsibility. But sometimes inac-
tion is very much taking a position and being strong 
on a position because we have to look at what we are 
communicating.   

And, Mr. Speaker, in terms of the tourism 
product . . . and I was at the hotel owners’ meeting 
yesterday with a number of my colleagues, under the 
co-chairmanship of the honourable . . . and I listened 
long and hard to the wish list from tax relief, from 
health insurance, from, et cetera, et cetera, et cetera, 
et cetera, et cetera. And, Mr. Speaker, what my ques-
tion posed there was, because it seemed to me that 
the elephant in the room was today’s debate in some 
respects, and I didn’t hear that really referenced too 
much. But what I see as an important issue for the 
future of tourism in Bermuda is really putting the Ber-
muda back into tourism.  
 
The Speaker:  Hello. 
 
Hon. Paula A. Cox: And what does that mean for 
me?  

I am at that certain age when a woman has 
“come of age,” she has matured and may not be in the 
first flush of her youth, but she is still dynamic, vibrant 
and able, yes. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Paula A. Cox: But, Mr. Speaker, I do not neces-
sarily want to go home on a Friday night when you, 
Mr. Speaker, let me out early—just to go and read a 
book.  
 
[Inaudible interjections and laughter] 
 

Hon. Paula A. Cox: There is later and later, Mr. 
Speaker.  

So, Mr. Speaker, to me, for us women, and 
people of a certain age, we want to be able to enjoy 
the pulse—the pulsating rhythm—of Bermuda’s enter-
tainment at its best. At its best.  

And, Mr. Speaker, because again I do not 
want to mix my messages and I do not want you to be 
left in any doubt that because I say at this time does 
not mean that I am saying I am against the issue of 
gambling. But I do not believe at this time it is appro-
priate.  

And what I think is a prerequisite before we 
move to the continuum, whenever, if ever, should we 
take that position, then I believe what is most impor-
tant in terms of priority of action to resuscitate and 
revive tourism is to require, encourage, support further 
tourism product in Bermuda which sees an entertain-
ment complex in Bermuda which is putting our enter-
tainment, and local entertainment, giving them pri-
macy of place.  

And, Mr. Speaker, my view is not unique—not 
amongst Cabinet or amongst colleagues who are not 
in Cabinet. And I say that because I know that there 
are initiatives entrain to try and inject some greater 
cache, it terms of our entertainment options in Ber-
muda and to develop that.  
 But I think first things first—first things first. 
There are no second acts. Some second chances, but 
no second acts. And that is the benefit of the Green 
Paper discussion. I, as the Minister for Labour, Home 
Affairs and Public Safety, am most aware of Green 
Paper discussions. They are an opportunity for frank, 
forthright, passionate views on either side. And I recall 
that from the long-term residents.  

We must not shy away as leaders about talk-
ing about topics that some may think are taboo. We 
must not shy away from it. And I think today’s discus-
sion is an important one and it is a pivotal one be-
cause what you have is the opportunity to shape fu-
ture policy-making decisions of the Government of 
Bermuda. That’s what a Green Paper discussion is. 
Some seem not to have appreciated what it is. But it is 
important. 
 Mr. Speaker, they say as I said earlier obiter 
dicta. Since I’ve already made pellucidly clear my po-
sition, I can give you some throwaway remarks as to 
my likely thinking. I, Mr. Speaker, am not one either 
who favors a stand-alone casino. If we are saying, 
that at some stage, in the fullness of time, whenever, 
if ever, there is to be gaming in Bermuda, and if we 
are linking it to the development of our tourism prod-
uct and as an amenity, then to me, it seems to me, 
that let us not run before we can walk. And so I see a 
future position in and part of our hotel developments.  
  

And, Mr. Speaker, I also know that there are 
members in this place who may sit for the Govern-
ment or who may sit in another grouping, whether it’s 
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the official Opposition or others, who believe that part 
of the leveling of the playing field means opening it up 
across in terms of the smaller enterprises. But I was 
part of the Government, Mr. Speaker, that supported 
the prohibition of gaming machines. And I also noted 
in the Green Paper that where there was the greatest 
potential to do harm to the social fabric and to hurt 
those who were most likely to feel the pain was by 
opening it up to that wide a sector. So that is not 
where I am either. And it does not matter whether that 
is a popular position or a populous position. I am here 
to talk about principle and that is exactly what I am 
going to do. 

 So, Mr. Speaker, I think you have heard me. I 
think I have been clear. I have seen that there is some 
research which indicates that so you avoid the sort of 
racketeering and illegal activity that you should have 
legalised gaming to minimise those consequences. 
And that is an interesting idea, and some thoughtful 
research has been done in that area. But, I do not 
think, Mr. Speaker, that we are at that place or at that 
time.  

And, Mr. Speaker, I have made my position 
today, this afternoon, crystal clear. Thank you. 
 
[Applause] 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister Cox, the Honour-
able and Learned Member from Devonshire North 
West. 
 I now recognise the Honourable Member, Mr. 
D. Hunt, from St. George’s South. 
 Mr. Hunt has the floor. 
 
Mr. Donte O. Hunt: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I note that I have 30 minutes so 
I’ll start right in. And I, too, want to be crystal clear 
with my sentiments on this particular topic.  

Mr. Speaker, at this state and time, at this 
time and place, I can say, Mr. Speaker, based on 
what I have read and what I have seen and the re-
search that I have done, that I am at this time against 
gaming. I am against casino gaming and there you 
have it.  

I could possibly take my seat, but I will stand a 
little bit more and explain a little bit why. I will explain 
a little bit to you why I am against gaming at this point 
in time. 
 You see, for me, Mr. Speaker, and I am going 
to let you know that I am going to use the term “gam-
bling” instead of gaming. For me, gaming, or at least, 
games, is something my children play. They play 
games. I play games with them. You can say we’re 
gaming. I would say, Mr. Speaker, that “gambling” is 
the correct term.  

You see, gaming is a term that I believe, 
based on research, and this is my sentiment person-
ally, gaming is a term used by the proponents of gam-

bling to soften—to soften the impact, the psychologi-
cal impact of gambling. Gaming. It sounds very, very, 
very— 
 
The Speaker: It just adds a little more sophistication 
to the word. 
 
Mr. Donte O. Hunt: Some may say that, Mr. Speaker.  

I say they try to soften the impact of what in 
fact it actually is—it is gambling. It is gambling, Mr. 
Speaker.  
 So, Mr. Speaker, as I researched this topic I 
did not take it lightly and I do not think anybody in 
here did take it lightly. But I spent quite a bit of time on 
it, dare I say more time than some other topics. But, I 
spent quite a bit of time on it, quite a bit of time. 
Mainly because, Mr. Speaker . . . you know, I’ve never 
gambled, I’ve never gambled. So I wanted to find out 
specifically— 
 
The Speaker: Not even Crown and Anchor? 
 
Mr. Donte O. Hunt: —what’s going on. I did once, 
and I apologise. I did once. 
 
[Laughter] 
 
The Speaker: All right, all right. 
 
Mr. Donte O. Hunt: —and I can say I actually did . . . I 
like actually did play a little bit of Crown and Anchor.  

And you know what, Mr. Speaker? It was a 
time that I . . . you know, it was good,  it was good. It 
was good, it was good for me—for me, Mr. Speaker—
and that was it. Now, for some people, they try it once 
and they’re addicted. Now I will get to that. I will get to 
that, Mr. Speaker, believe you me.  
 Now, let me begin with this. Compulsive gam-
bling, which is the term in the industry, compulsive 
gambling, i.e., the addiction of gambling, is a growing 
concern. That’s a growing concern.  What do I mean 
by that? In the 1970s they first began diagnosing the 
addiction of gambling—they first figured it out. They 
said this is something which people do compulsively 
to the point where it affects their lives, their interper-
sonal lives and their intrapersonal lives.  

So they said, Hey, this is an issue.  From the 
1970s, closer to the end of the 1970s, let us say 
1980s, in 20 to 30 years they have successfully diag-
nosed three million cases of addiction in the US. 
Three million cases and those numbers are climbing 
at an astounding rate. 
 What does addiction mean, Mr. Speaker?  

Mr. Speaker, addiction, as it relates to gam-
bling, means that persons do things; they gamble their 
money to the point where it affects them socially. It 
affects their family, typically they go bankrupt, they 
cannot stop gambling. They cannot stop spending that 
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money. And I will touch a little bit more on that as I 
move forward. 

 Mr. Speaker, there was a Harvard Study that 
I found. They sort of followed 80 gamblers. And out of 
those 80 gamblers, well, compulsive gamblers, they 
found that 92 per cent of them relapsed after intense 
treatment over a period of time which was, they felt, 
sufficient to rehabilitate. And they relapsed again, and 
they relapsed again. 

 Gambling has been proven to be just as— 
maybe more so—addictive for those that get addicted 
than any drug, even heroin. And heroin is one of the 
most addictive drugs that there can be out there. Now, 
what does this mean? This means that, Mr. Speaker, 
nine out of every ten addicts will relapse. Nine out of 
every ten addicts will relapse. What this in turn 
means, Mr. Speaker, is that year over year we will 
have an increased amount of addicts and we are find-
ing this true in the US and we are finding this true in 
Australia, of which is one of the oldest districts to leg-
islate gaming. We find it true in virtually every jurisdic-
tion that has gaming. They are finding an alarming 
rate of addicts—gaming addicts—which is making a 
massive impact in the social fabric of their country.  

Ask Australia, they would tell you. If they 
could turn back the hand of time I think many would 
say they probably would not have legislated gaming.  
 Another stat that I have here  . . . and I have a 
lot of stats here, I think they will prove helpful to eve-
rybody listening. They proved helpful to me in formu-
lating my thought process.  

Adults within 50 miles of a casino have double 
the probability of becoming an addict—double the 
probability of becoming addict. I can say it again, I 
heard a Member interpolate that they didn’t quite hear 
me. I actually, when I read it I had to read again be-
cause how big is Bermuda. And then I will say it.  

Adults within 50 miles of a casino have double 
the probability of becoming an addict. Bermuda is not 
quite that big.  
 Let me move on, Mr. Speaker. And I am going 
to move on to a topic which is I think dear to all of our 
hearts—young people. And this astounded me as 
well. Between 4 per cent to 8 per cent of young peo-
ple become addicts—become compulsive gamblers. 
Between 4 to 8 per cent of young people become 
compulsive gamblers. The number increases substan-
tially when gambling is accessible. Not to them par-
ticularly, because I know many in this room would say, 
Well, look, you can’t get into the casino or at least 
what we’re proposing is you can’t get into a casino 
unless you’re eighteen. But that’s beside the point.  

Research shows that it’s the glamorisation of 
a casino, with your tuxedo and everything else, it is 
the intrigue of a casino that breeds the desire for a 
young person. It’s like, you know, getting something or 
wanting something you can’t necessarily get and you 
see everybody—all the so-called cool people going in 
and doing what they have to do. And you want to be a 

part of that as a young person. It’s that glamorisation 
and intrigue that creates the desire.  

Teenagers become involved in gambling 
sooner than they become involved in drugs, ciga-
rettes, alcohol.  

That’s amazing. Six hundred and seventy-two 
thousand college students in the US are now . . . 
672,000 students in the US have some form of gam-
bling addiction. Thirty-five million teens across the 
world are compulsive gamblers. Thirty-five million. 
And these stats are coming from the National Council 
of Compulsive Gamblers.  

I say all that to say, Mr. Speaker, that young 
people are potential victims when we consider casinos 
in Bermuda.  
 Right now, it’s not an option. Yes, they can 
find it online. But online has proven not to be that 
same, or at least provide that same glamour, that 
same sort of cool thing that a casino particularly pro-
vides. So, young people are at peril. 
 The social effects are many and we’ve heard 
about them today. Many persons have talked about 
the social effects, they have talked about crime. And 
there is no doubt that gambling increases the crime 
stats—things like aggravated assault, money embez-
zlement, fraud, stealing, petty stealing. It naturally 
happens for a compulsive gambler. You see, they run 
out of money and they get . . . It is like any other 
drug—they need it, they need that fix. It is amazing.  

I watched countless amounts of YouTube 
specials ranging from CBS specials to other reputable 
programmes. And you should hear these people talk 
about it. It is as if they were at times strung-out. They 
needed that fix, Mr. Speaker. So when we talk about 
compulsive gambling, we are not just talking about 
somebody who wants to play some cards; we are talk-
ing about people who spend $300,000—their whole 
savings, in two years, done. This is why the industry is 
as successful as it is.  

I feel like I am getting ahead of myself I am 
going to say a stat that maybe I should leave for later.  

After casinos opened in Atlantic City, crime 
jumped up 100 per cent—100 per cent! Now, I know 
there are many out there, who are proponents of casi-
nos, and would say, Well, look, they didn’t regulate it 
right. They didn’t have the proper regulations. Just put 
the policy in there, throw all the regulation that will 
make it all perfect. But we all know, Mr. Speaker, we 
all know as it stands today we have regulation that 
applies to a certain type of violence that is happening 
today, but it is a matter of enforcement.  

It is not the regulation, it is not the policy. And 
this is what places like Australia are figuring out. They 
say, Well we have it right on paper. The paper says 
that you can’t, da da da. That’s what the paper says. 
But it comes down to enforcement. That’s when the 
rubber meets the road—enforcement, enforcement.  

Sixty-five per cent of pathological gamblers, 
compulsive gamblers otherwise known as, commit 
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crimes to support their gambling habits—65 per 
cent—most of them. That’s what they know of right 
now.  
 Another social effect, Mr. Speaker, is—I mean 
I have just said it—financial ruin. Bankruptcy. Mr. 
Speaker, gambling in the USA doubles the bankruptcy 
cases. Doubles it. Take away gambling and you will 
chop it in half, the bankruptcy cases.  
This has an obvious effect, an obvious effect on the 
social fabric of the country. Families are hurting. This 
is not individuals alone, these are parents, these are 
mothers, these are fathers, these are uncles, these 
are grandmums, these are grandfathers, who have 
spent money, such as tuition money for their children. 
They have spent money such as their savings. This is 
a very, very big issue. 
 Gambling has been the cause of millions of 
divorces in the US. And for the simple fact . . . you 
know, I have done a lot of research on families, as 
you may know. The top two reasons that couples get 
divorces, one is infidelity (I think we all know that); the 
other is finances. The other is simple finances. It 
sounds simple. It is just maybe neck and neck, infidel-
ity just wins out. But it is a strong, or at least has a 
force comparable at some close level to infidelity. 
 Another shocking social effect, Mr. Speaker, 
and I do not mean to be sensational; I am just calling 
out the stats as I see them. Twenty-five per cent of 
those who have a compulsive gambling disease (and 
that’s the term that they use, “disease”) have at-
tempted suicide. There is a different statistic to maybe 
drive it home a little bit better.  
 The suicide rate for pathological gamblers is 
20 times higher than non-gamblers—20 times higher.  
 
The Speaker: Carry on, Mr. Hunt. I am listening. 
 
Mr. Donte O. Hunt: Yes, thank you, Mr. Speaker. I 
know you are. Hopefully I am not boring you. 
 Nevada, Mr. Speaker. We all know Nevada. 
Viva Las Vegas. It has been the state with the highest 
suicide rates for the past 12 years. And I think we 
know why. 
 Psychologists have broken it down to the guilt 
associated to the compulsive gambler as a result of 
losing. We all know that the probability of winning in 
many of these games is very, very small. You lose a 
lot of money. They waste their son’s tuition. The guilt 
takes hold and they cannot handle it, so they attempt 
suicide. 

Bringing gambling to Bermuda we will see, 
based on the stats, an increase in all of these social 
affects. We will. It’s inevitable. I would say ask the 
many countries that have taken this onboard. 

The cost. Now, I read in the Green Paper that 
about 5 per cent (if my mind serves me correctly) was 
going to be allocated to the social fallout. Very doable. 
I think at least those who are proponents of gaming 

can understand that there will be a social fallout, so let 
us allocate a certain amount of money to facilitate the 
rehabilitation and whatnot. Five per cent. 

In the US it costs I think $25,000 per year for 
each compulsive gambler. It does not sound like 
much, actually, when you hear it real quick. But I am 
not finished there. That’s mainly for treatment. Their 
cost for treatment works out to be about $25,000 per 
year. That does not include other things. That does 
not include that the average compulsive gambler has 
debt exceeding $8,000. Sometimes it is $300, as I 
said; sometimes it is $200,000. That is the debt that 
they have. 

This second figure does not include, and 
pales in comparison, really, to the social cost such as 
family neglect. I spoke about embezzlement, I spoke 
about theft, I spoke about . . . well, I haven’t spoken 
about this, but the cost of incarcerating these people 
here in Bermuda. It does not speak to that. So, that 
$25,000 can quickly jump up to $50,000, $60,000 an-
nually.  

Now, let us say we have 10 addicts. That is 
$600,000 per year. We would have to make, or at 
least casinos would have to make tens of millions to 
allocate that 5 per cent for 10 addicts. I think we could 
possibly have a little bit more than 10. So the 5 per 
cent, I think, is not quite feasible. I think a little bit 
more would have to be allocated. 

In fact, Australia, if my mind serves me cor-
rectly, since they have legislated and made gaming, 
gambling legal, they have spent upward to about $12 
billion over about 30 years.  

Now, it is lucrative, Mr. Speaker. I am not say-
ing that they are taking losses. But the point is that it 
places them in a slippery slope situation. They have to 
spend so much money to deal with the social fallout 
that they have to market gambling to the point where it 
is almost sinful.  

You have a dichotomy. You have the gaming 
operators and government trying to appease 1) the 
bottom line. So they are trying to craftily market be-
cause they need people to play. They have grown 
accustomed to the income, and they have grown ac-
customed to paying for the social fallout that is asso-
ciated, so they have to market to whoever . . . really, 
they try to market it the best the can. They have inter-
est groups that try to balance them out, but it is a slip-
pery slope. It’s ugly. It has become ugly for them, Mr. 
Speaker. 

I think I heard one Member in the House call it 
a co-dependence on gaming. Co-dependence. Gam-
ing addicts are no different than drug or alcohol ad-
dicts. I could go on about that, but I will leave that 
there. I mean, I can certainly say that they get . . . they 
express feelings of being high when they are in a ca-
sino. They express feelings of being in an aura state. 
And they do things that they would otherwise not do if 
not in that state and in that situation.  
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 For me, now is certainly not the time for gam-
ing. And I say this, particularly because in a down 
economy studies show that compulsive gamers come 
alive. This is when they first get the taste, in a down 
economy. And it somewhat makes sense. Hey, maybe 
in some places the payroll tax was raised. Maybe . . . I 
do not know. Maybe something happened. They lost a 
job, they have fifty bucks left. Let’s go to the casino. I’ll 
put on a suit today and head up to the casino . . . and 
Boom! They win!  

Oh, my gracious, they win. They win two hun-
dred bucks. Hooked! They can pay their bills now. 
And that’s how it happens. They get that sense of— 

 
The Speaker: Winning. 
 
Mr. Donte O. Hunt: —joy, you know, delight, they’re 
excited.  
 And it is the endorphins that are released dur-
ing this period of time that are actually the building 
blocks of the addiction. So now is certainly not the 
time. Not for me. I think it is the Perfect Storm in a 
down economy, to be honest. Let’s go ahead and try 
my luck. Maybe I might hit it rich. That’s how most of it 
starts, Mr. Speaker. 

I have heard that we have legalised gaming 
today. And that’s true, we do. But, Mr. Speaker, there 
is a difference between the gambling that we find, say 
at a Cup Match or bingo. There is a major difference. 
One is that bingo is not available, nor is the gambling 
at Cup Match, Crown and Anchor, it is not available to 
the extent that a proper casino is available. And 
therein lies the problem. You can get there typically 
every day any day. It’s open. And that is part of what 
makes someone a compulsive gambler—it’s available. 
 Bingo certain nights, there could be a few 
nights that go by and you can’t get to a bingo game. 
Cup Match is once a year. So, that’s the main issue 
for me, the main difference. And also, there are stud-
ies that also show that legalised gaming actually . . . 
and get this: Legalised gaming actually increases the 
number of illegal gaming or gambling establishments. 
It actually increases it. That’s what has been shown in 
almost virtually every country that has legalised gam-
bling. You would think the opposite. I would have 
thought the opposite. But it is true. And when I read 
on it made sense.  
 You see, what happens is you legalise gam-
bling, you get compulsive gamblers. They need their 
fix. In many jurisdictions they begin not to qualify to 
get into the casino. So you have your gambling 
pusher. He has a little something in the backyard be-
cause they know, hey, this guy is going to pay. He is 
going to do whatever he can to get up in here. Makes 
sense to me. We have sharks out there that will take 
any opportunity to make a buck. So it makes sense. 
 Mr. Speaker, it is also the message that I think 
government sends when we legalise gambling. What 
happens is, the individuals says, Wait a minute, wait a 

minute, wait a minute. So, you guys can make money 
and I can’t? This has been documented. Persons who 
operated illegal sort of gambling dens, whatever you 
call it (I do not know what you call it), but they actually 
have said, Well, look. They did it. I know it’s illegal, but 
they’re doing it because they need money. I need 
money, so why can’t I do it? So I did it, and so I’m 
making money. 
 It is the message that’s sent. 
 In fact, in the New York Times there was an 
editorial that said “Gambling is a business so rich, so 
fast, so powerful and perhaps inevitably so unsavory 
that it cannot help but undermine government.” [New 
York Times, 9 February 1980] 
 Jobs will be created, that’s one thing. Jobs will 
be created if gaming gets legalised here in Bermuda. 
Jobs will be created. We will have . . . and I would say 
anybody in the field of psychology should go ahead 
and get a little refresher or maybe a quick course in 
treatment for compulsive gambling because those 
jobs will be available. So go ahead and get trained up. 
 Conclusion, Mr. Speaker, and I am done here.  

For me, how can we willingly implement 
something that we know destroys lives? We know it 
destroys lives. But for some reason we think that the 
greater good is the money we can make. The greater 
good is the money we can make in order to . . . dis-
seminate it to the people? Well, I hope so.  
 But that just seems odd to me.  
 So, we’re going to destroy a large portion of 
lives, families, children’s lives, blah, blah, blah, but 
then we are going to take the money and then give it 
to the people.  
 I do not know. It does not make sense to me. 
 
The Speaker: We’ll make a lot of money. 
 
Mr. Donte O. Hunt: It is going to take a lot of money 
to disseminate because then we are going to have to 
pay some out to the establishment that runs it, we are 
going to have to keep some for ourselves, maybe put 
some towards the deficit that we have out there.  

I do not know. Let’s wait and see.  
 For me, I think it is quite simply addicts are 
compulsive gamblers are just the collateral damage. 
That is the collateral damage that will happen. So, I 
guess for those who are proponents of this, that’s 
okay.  
 One thing I can say, Mr. Speaker, as I sit 
down, that rings true is that once, and if, we accept it 
there is no going back. It’s done. So let us think care-
fully. Do we want to risk—do we want to gamble—our 
future?  
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
[Applause] 
 
The Speaker: I am going to recognise the Honourable 
Member, Mrs. P. Minors, from Smith’s North. 
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 Mrs. Minors has the floor. 
 
Hon. Patrice K. Minors: Mr. Speaker, with this new 
30 minutes, which has imposed upon us . . . I think 
this will likely be the first time, save when I was a Min-
ister, that I am going to try to use up the time because 
of the significance of the matter. 
 Mr. Speaker, putting Bermuda first will be the 
focus of my time spent opposing this Green Paper. 
 Several months ago many of us in this place 
participated in the defeat of a piece of legislation that 
would have seen the cruise ships allowed to open up 
their gaming halls or casinos when they anchored into 
Bermuda waters. This was putting the cruise ship op-
erators first.  
 I recall standing on the Floor of the House and 
saying that I was opposed to it primarily because it 
was my feeling that once we did that the next step 
was to see it localised and brought on shore. So here 
we are, and we have seen what has been mentioned 
in the Green Paper, and that’s the way we’re going. 
But this time, Mr. Speaker, it is still not putting Ber-
muda first; it is putting the tourists first, giving them an 
amenity that makes Bermuda much more attractive to 
them.  
 Mr. Speaker, also a part of the Green Paper 
and also what the Honourable Premier had mentioned 
was that there is the intention that there be no restric-
tions on Bermudians. Is this putting Bermuda first? I 
do not think so, Mr. Speaker. 
 Where are we putting Bermuda first? I do re-
call that it was mentioned that the purpose of introduc-
ing gaming was that it would contribute significantly to 
Bermuda’s economy. That must be where we are go-
ing to put Bermuda first. But, Mr. Speaker, that, to me, 
translates into selling our souls for a few shekels of 
silver. Mr. Speaker, no matter how one looks at the 
whole concept of gaming in any form or fashion it will 
not be putting Bermuda first.  
 As I continue with my presentation, there are 
a few areas that I will touch on. The first one I will look 
at are a couple of other jurisdictions and how they 
have been impacted by gaming. Interestingly enough, 
the Honourable Premier drew reference to the United 
Kingdom. I am going to touch on the United Kingdom 
as well. But first, let me speak with regard to Australia. 
 Since the 1980s Australia had adopted a lib-
eralised approach to gaming. And as a result, there 
was an escalation in gaming and the associated prob-
lems that went along with it. Soon after, in 2003, the 
State of Victoria had to introduce legislation to ban the 
advertising of gaming machines. In 2001, at the fed-
eral level it had to ban gambling advertising. And, 
also, it had to ban Australian based online gambling. 
 Australia found it difficult to deregulate an in-
dustry that had significant tax revenue. The Australian 
Centre for Gaming Research was reported as saying, 
“It is difficult for government to turn back the clock and 

confront the industry. We have let the genie out of the 
bottle.” 
 In the UK, in 1960 the Betting and Gaming Act 
in the UK served as a precedent for gaming deregula-
tion. And eight years later, Mr. Speaker, they had to 
repeal that entire Act and impose a new one because 
in that eight year period the liberalisation of gaming 
had proven to be disastrous. 
 And if you will allow me, Mr. Speaker, I just 
want to read . . . this was an address that was made 
to the House of Commons on the passage of the 1968 
Gaming Bill by the Home Secretary, Mr. James Cal-
laghan. He said: “The origin of this Bill is the failure of 
the Betting and Gaming Act 1960 to achieve its pur-
pose. That purpose was to prevent the exploitation of 
gaming by commercial interests. The Act precipitated 
the very evil it was meant to prevent.” [13 February 
1968] 
 It goes on to say . . . actually the 2001 Gam-
bling Review noted, “By the mid-60s the development 
of commercial gaming was out of control. There were 
1,000 casinos operating in the UK. Unscrupulous op-
erators were taking advantage of customers and 
criminal involvement in gambling was rife. The Gam-
ing Act 1968 was passed to restore this.” 
 One may ask, Mr. Speaker, why I have not 
drawn reference to any other Caribbean Islands which 
we see as our competition. Some have yet to intro-
duce it. Per my research, I saw that St. Lucia is toying 
with it, having gotten to the point of putting forth legis-
lation. We know the Bahamas has had their success 
with it. But what I found it difficult to do was to locate a 
report, mind you, online, that spoke to what ill-effects 
gaming has had on our neighbouring Caribbean na-
tions that we see ourselves as competing with in the 
tourist industry. 

Mr. Speaker, there are destructive forces of 
gaming on a society which are quite evident. It ex-
ploits the vulnerable, it exploits the poor. The dream of 
winning money to escape a life of poverty is a pipe 
dream. Gaming was established to win money. And 
as established such that there are people that may be 
victimised by their desire to make money. But that is 
the whole premise of gaming. Someone has to lose 
for someone to win. 

Another thing it does, Mr. Speaker, is create 
another addiction. And the Honourable Member, Mr. 
Hunt, spent some time speaking to all of that. And it’s 
quite clear the addiction we will see as a result of 
gaming or gambling being more available to a com-
munity. And I am not going to spend too much time on 
that, because that has been addressed significantly. 

Gaming is also linked to crime. It does not 
take a rocket scientist to accept that crime is closely 
associated with the gaming industry. We see it in the 
movies, the Hollywood movies that we’ve watched. 
They are realistic enough to make the connection of 
organised crime, corruption and the like that is asso-
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ciated with gaming clear. Loan sharks, prostitution, 
money laundering, all the like, is an element that we 
see associated with gaming. 
 Mr. Speaker, gaming or gambling destroys 
lives. Job loss, absenteeism, poor work and study eth-
ics, foreclosures on houses, suicide . . . there are 
countless numbers of results or costs to people’s lives 
that we see as a result of allowing gambling or gaming 
to become an addictive nature.  
 So, Mr. Speaker, it is not just harmless fun. It 
destroys lives. And this leads me to that concept of 
social responsibility. We hear that and often times 
when gaming is either being introduced into a com-
munity or it is being deregulated within a community, 
the government and the promoters of the industry also 
push the notion of promotion social responsibility. And 
we see some mention of that in the Green Paper. But 
also, the Honourable Premier drew reference to a 
presentation made by Ms. Maggee McGee of the 
Nova Scotia Gaming Authority, is who I believe she 
represented.  

I had the opportunity to hear a presentation 
that she made. And it was interesting hearing it be-
cause as she went on . . . she didn’t realise, in my 
estimation, that she was supporting further why gam-
ing should not be allowed in Bermuda.  

She talked about that gaming had been ac-
cepted by the broader Nova Scotia community and it 
was doing fine. In time, the social impact of gaming 
took its toll. And the people of Nova Scotia were like, 
Look, this is not working. I have my children addicted, 
our whole community is being destroyed by the impact 
of gaming. We don’t want it any more. 

But, because the Nova Scotia Gaming Author-
ity had been making so much money, they could not 
afford to just take it away. So they got together and 
said, Well, we need to re-brand it. We need to be 
more socially responsible with regard to how we have 
gaming working in Nova Scotia. Let’s put some money 
to dealing with social issues. And I am saying, Well, 
yes, that you have created the problem  but let’s put 
some money to dealing with the problem. 

Now, I take that and I look at Bermuda. Why 
create something that does not exist that is going to 
cause social problems that we are going to have to 
throw money at? 

In the Green Paper, we spent a page and a 
half talking about social responsibility and identified a 
total of some $4.6 million in costs that would be nec-
essary to deal with the impact that gaming would have 
on our community. Throwing $4.6 million at a problem 
that does not exist already . . . to me, it just does not 
make any sense, Mr. Speaker. Also to mention the 
impact that it has in destroying lives and destroying 
people.  

Mr. Speaker, I also wish to speak from . . . 
and I do not think I am going to end up using that 30 
minutes after. But speaking from the perspective that 

not many have touched on, and that is from my Chris-
tian belief, Mr. Speaker.  

What is gaming? It is an activity in which 
wealth changes hands on the basis of chance and risk 
to the gambler. There are three legitimate ways in 
which wealth changes hands. Three legitimate ways. 
You are either going to give it away, or you are going 
to work for it, or there is going to be a genuine ex-
change of a service for a service or a service for fee.  
 
An Hon. Member: You can inherit it. 
 
Hon. Patrice K. Minors: The three legitimate ways in 
which . . . well, you are still giving it away if you inherit 
it. But the three legitimate ways. 
 So, anything other than that, in my estimation, 
Mr. Speaker, is a virtual theft. So, gambling is a kind 
of theft by mutual agreement—but it is still theft. 

Dueling, which is murder by mutual agree-
ment, is still treated as murder. So, gambling specifi-
cally attracts covetousness and greed and it is con-
sidered idolatry. It seeks to place one’s personal in-
terests in the place of God. 

 
An Hon. Member: Hear, hear! 
 
[Applause] 
 
Hon. Patrice K. Minors: Matthew 6:24 tells us that 
we can’t serve God and money. We cannot serve God 
and money.  
 Mr. Speaker, Matthew 7:12 tells us to do unto 
others as you will have them do unto us. Now, gam-
bling is successful when people lose and it’s based on 
doing onto others what we would not want done to 
ourselves. 
 Gambling blatantly conflicts with the Biblical 
work ethic that links honest labour to reward. It en-
courages laziness rather than work. I guess the most 
exercise one would get in gaming is for those on the 
slot machines with the exercise of pulling down the . . 
. whatever you call that.  
 
An Hon. Member: One arm bandit.  
 
Hon. Patrice K. Minors: One arm bandit. 
 All right! Push a button. They push a button. 
There you go; I am learning something new. 
 Now, Mr. Speaker, gambling is a reckless use 
of resources. Many of us, whether we did Sunday 
School or not, know that we are asked to be stewards 
of that which God has given us. And what do we do? 
What do gamblers do with it? What do those who are 
addicted to gaming do with the monies that they have, 
the very little that they have? The recklessly use it on 
the hope that it would materialise and increase for 
them.  
 Mr. Speaker, it does not take one having any 
gift of prophecy to see quite clearly what allowing or 
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agreeing to gaming being introduced to Bermuda can 
have in the evidence that we already see of social 
dysfunction in our Island here. It does not take a 
rocket scientist. I do not have to have a gift of proph-
ecy to see that it is clear. We see what the social fibre 
is like right now here in Bermuda. And it is my belief 
that opening up this and allowing yet another ill, how-
ever you want to see it, to be allowed and introduced 
into our Island will darken that cloud that I believe is 
hovering over us right now, Mr. Speaker. 
 We can ill afford to see our people go through 
the cost of gaming being allowed. The fact that we 
want to see, and I wholeheartedly support that which 
the Honourable Leader spoke to with regard to our 
focus being on getting the tourists here, promoting our 
Bermudians to entertain the tourists. That should be 
the route by which we are training an amenity for the 
tourists, more than having just for the sake of competi-
tion, for the sake of their getting over better than we 
are in the tourist industry and we need to adjust to 
what they are doing. For whose sake, Mr. Speaker?  
 So, Mr. Speaker, we need to seriously look at 
the ramifications of us pursuing this road of gaming, 
whether it be now, whether it be five or ten years later. 
I am against it wholeheartedly. 
 Mr. Speaker, those are the comments that I 
will make and I thank you. 
 
The Speaker: I want to thank the Honourable Mem-
ber, P. Minors, from Smith’s North.  
 Minister, I am going to come back to you, but I 
must go to this side of the Chamber. 
 I now recognise the Honourable Member, Mr. 
E. Richards, from Devonshire East, Shadow Minister 
of Finance. 
 Mr. Richards, you have the floor, sir. 
 
Mr. Everard T. (Bob) Richards: Thank you very 
much, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I am listening to the debate this 
afternoon and I am wondering to some extent why we 
are here at all, because there seems to be so many 
voices speaking— 
 
The Speaker: Just for the listening public, we are de-
bating the Motion moved by the Honourable Premier, 
the Green Paper on Gaming for Bermuda. 
 Mr. Everard. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Mr. Everard T. (Bob) Richards: Yes, I am wondering 
why we are here at all because there are so many 
people against this. But what I would like to do— 
 
The Speaker: You haven’t heard the others yet. 
 

Mr. Everard T. (Bob) Richards: Perhaps they are 
saving their powder, keeping their powder dry, as they 
say. 
 Mr. Speaker, one of the things that I would 
sort of like to put into maybe a different light, because 
I think many of the speakers prior to me have very 
eloquently stated the case for the social cost of gam-
bling. But it sort of presupposes that the economic 
case is strong. So I would like to sort of try to analyse 
that. It may not be that there is this juxtaposition of the 
social cost versus the economic gain because we 
really have not analysed the economics of it, at least 
not yet. I am going to attempt to do that this afternoon. 
 Now, it may not be that there is this juxtaposi-
tion of the social cost versus the economic gain be-
cause we really have not analysed the economics of 
it, at least not yet. I am going to attempt to do that this 
afternoon. 
 I think the principal argument being made in 
favour of gambling by, in the Premier’s words, that it is 
an amenity for our visitors to enjoy while on the Is-
lands; and this amenity will enhance our tourism 
product and attract more visitors. But there is also a 
clear implication from his words and from others who 
have spoken outside of this House, that it would be an 
implication that gaming would unlock the financial 
gates that have been locked here to date for, quite 
frankly, decades. And, thirdly, that gaming would pro-
vide a new source of revenue for government. 
 Having read the Report and the Green Paper, 
I had a problem with the report of the Innovation 
Group, because the principal justification for this 
course of action of casino gambling has been made. 
But at the same time, the Report recommends gaming 
to cater to the entire Bermuda—Bermuda residents, 
Bermudians, and tourists alike. To me, this is just not 
logical. You know, if you are going to have a product 
for tourists, that is going to enhance tourism, have a 
product for tourists.  
 So, you may or may not be able to justify hav-
ing this amenity for tourists and you can debate as to 
what benefit or cost that will be. But is this Report sort 
of implying that locals need or want this amenity as 
well? It certainly seems to be implicit in the recom-
mendations. However, there is no reason given as to 
why this amenity should be available to locals and, in 
particular, what benefit it would have to locals.  
 Now, we know, just sort of as a reference . . . 
and I think the Honourable Member who just took her 
seat made reference to it, that gaming as an amenity 
for hotel guests or tourists alone, as opposed to tour-
ists and residents, we know that model exists. It exists 
in the Bahamas. So, it seemed to be peculiar to me 
that the Report that we have in front of us today just 
sort of dismisses this option out of hand. It does not 
even talk about it. It doe not refer to it. It is just like it 
was not even worth discussing. And I just kind of 
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wondered why that was. Because of that, I thought it 
required some sort of analysis.  
 Casino gambling in its various forms I have 
known as a game of chance. But no matter what kind 
of gaming we are talking about, they all have one 
thing in common. And that is that the house always 
wins. The house always wins. 
 As a matter of fact, the phrase “a game of 
chance” is really a misnomer, because while there is a 
chance that the individual might win, there is no 
chance that the house loses. So, it may be a game of 
chance for the player; but it is not a game of chance 
for the casino. It is a sure thing for the casino. Right? 
 That is a very important point to make be-
cause if it is a sure thing for the casino to win, that 
means that somebody has to lose. If you have win-
ners, you have to have losers. So, the fact of the mat-
ter is that the population from which a casino draws its 
customers always loses in aggregate. You know, an 
individual here and there is going to win, but the popu-
lation from which the casino draws its customers al-
ways loses. And in this particular case, we are talking 
about the population of Bermuda.  

We can put that into proper context. The 
population of Bermuda will always lose if a casino is 
operating in Bermuda. It will always lose to the casino. 
It is a net transfer of money from that population to the 
casino operator over time. And it is not as though . . . 
and again, the Honourable Member who just took her 
seat described it very accurately. It is not a payment 
for goods and services. It is not that. You cannot 
make the case that it is the entertainment that people 
pay for. That is not the case. They do not get . . . the 
people who lose money in the casino do not get value 
for money. It’s not as though they go in there and get 
something of value for the money they spent. That is 
not it at all. There is really no quid pro quo for the 
people who go into casinos. And that is what makes 
casino operating, quite frankly, quite unique as a 
business.  

That is why, on economic grounds, we need 
to be very, very careful when we scrutinise any pro-
posal for the gaming industry because it has unique 
features in a business. There is no other business that 
is actually like this. So, that is one of the reasons why 
we have to be particularly careful. 

Because there is a net transfer from the popu-
lation to the casino, and there is no quid pro quo, the 
revenue that goes to a casino is very much like a tax. 
Somebody mentioned that earlier. And, really, in eco-
nomic terms the revenues of casinos are like a tax. 
They resemble a tax very, very closely. And in this 
case, the proposal we have before us includes gov-
ernment peeling off a part of that money for their own 
purposes. So the resemblance of casino revenues to 
a tax is virtually complete. 

If the casino money is a sort of tax on the 
catchment area, what is the nature of this tax?  

Now, we all know that all taxes are not cre-
ated the same. They have some taxes that charge 
people the same amount no matter what their income 
level is, a so-called flat tax; or you have some other 
taxes that increase with people’s income and their 
ability to pay. How would we characterise the gaming 
tax as a tax? 

Well, I guess we have to ask the question. A 
person who is very wealthy, who is the most likely 
person to, if you like, court Lady Luck . . . is it the per-
son who is very wealthy already, who goes into casi-
nos and drops lots of money, the so-called high roller? 
Or is it the person of modest means who is searching 
for that one lucky break to get ahead, the so-called 
low roller? 

The answer to the question can be found in 
the way casinos are configured. If you go into a ca-
sino, whether it is in Las Vegas, Foxwoods, Atlantis, 
and I will actually mention Monte Carlo in a second. If 
you go into most casinos, Mr. Speaker, one of the 
most prized assets of a casino is the actual floor 
space. They organise their floor space to maximise 
their profits. In other words, they will give the type of 
machine, or the type of game that is being played, the 
most area to make the most money, and the types of 
games that make the house the least money the least 
amount of area.  

If you go to any casino, I will guarantee you 
that any casino you want to go to that the most floor 
space is taken up by slot machines. That is because 
slot machines make the most money for the casino. It 
is the low rollers that make the money for the casino, 
not the high rollers—you know the Baccarat, the Rou-
lette, Blackjack. You will see a few of those. But most 
of the casino will be slots. And there is a reason for 
that. It’s a pocket reason. 
 
The Speaker: You seem to know a lot about it. 
 
Mr. Everard T. (Bob) Richards: Well, that’s a very 
interesting point, Mr. Speaker. 
 
[Inaudible interjections and laughter] 
 
Mr. Everard T. (Bob) Richards: I actually went to a 
few casinos on an investment project about 10 years 
ago. So I went to Foxwoods and some Indian Reser-
vation. And the operators of the casino told me this, all 
right— 
 
The Speaker: Oh. 
 
Mr. Everard T. (Bob) Richards: —in explaining what 
their business model was. 
 
The Speaker: What you call expert information. 
 
Mr. Everard T. (Bob) Richards: Well, it just happens 
that I happen to do that. 
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 So, it’s the low rollers that make all the money 
for the casino.  
 If we look at the casino as a type of tax, then it 
is a tax on lower income people more than higher in-
come people. 
 Quite frankly, Mr. Speaker, if you ask any 
economist they will tell you that casino gambling is a 
tax on the poor. It is as simple as that. It is a tax on 
the poor. 
 I think some people will say you cannot pro-
tect people from themselves. You know, everybody 
has personal responsibility; you can’t tell people how 
to spend their money. And everybody has to exercise 
his or her personal responsibility. And all that is true. 
However, for a government to go out of its way to 
promote something that will impoverish the poor peo-
ple in its jurisdiction is a whole different thing. It is a 
whole different thing. 
 I do not know how a government can justify 
promoting the levying of an effective tax on its poor. 
Such an action is not morally defensible. The action of 
Bermudians going into a casino and dropping their 
money there will not help tourism. Hotels need to get 
money from tourists, not Bermudians. The only thing 
that will do is facilitate a transfer of money from locals 
to the casino. That is not what tourism is supposed to 
be about; tourism is supposed to be about getting 
money from foreigners to Bermuda. 
 So, locals participating in a casino does noth-
ing for tourism. It just takes money out of one hand 
and puts it into another.  
 And let us get back to it. The operator of a 
casino is going to be foreign owned. The Honourable 
Premier said something about Bermudians being 
shareholders, and that may be true. But I can guaran-
tee you that that is going to be a small minority posi-
tion. Right? The operators of this will have the exper-
tise, and with that expertise will come control. It is as 
simple as that. 
 The funds from locals gambling in a casino 
will go to the operator, and those profits will leave 
Bermuda. There will be a small amount that will go to 
the Government of Bermuda and maybe recycled into 
Bermuda somehow. But there is something wrong 
with the equation when the Government promotes a 
system that will levy a tax on its poor people in aggre-
gate and then take that money and export it from 
Bermuda. There is something wrong with that. 
 From a tourism perspective, and on a cash 
flow basis, the case for casinos being open to locals 
just does not hold water. And from a revenue raising 
perspective it acts as a regressive tax hurting lower 
income people more than higher income folk. 
 Now, in the town hall meetings and on the 
street, I have heard many voices in favour of gaming 
in Bermuda. And it seemed to me that most of them 
are connected in some way, direct or indirect, to peo-
ple who would like to be in the gaming business 

themselves as operators. Do you know what, Mr. 
Speaker? That is understandable because, again, the 
house always wins. Therefore, to be a gaming opera-
tor would be a very attractive business opportunity. 
 And because the house always wins, the 
normal rights of an entrepreneur to carry on a busi-
ness must give way to the greater good of Bermuda. 
And, quite frankly . . . let us face it, Mr. Speaker. I 
think that is why we are all here in this House, in the 
House of Assembly—for the greater good of Ber-
muda! That’s why we’re here. Otherwise we would all 
be out doing something else. 
 So, the right to carry on a business is not ab-
solute; and neither is it unlimited. Just as the right to 
spend one’s money on anything is not absolute. 
Those rights are circumscribed by the Government in 
Bermuda and all developed countries. God knows in 
Bermuda you cannot even marry a non-Bermudian 
without a licence. Even that is circumscribed by the 
Government. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
  
Mr. Everard T. (Bob) Richards: They’re licensed to 
do what?  
 It’s a licence to do what? 
 
[Inaudible interjections and laughter] 
 
Mr. Everard T. (Bob) Richards: So the Government 
says what type of business a person can be engaged 
in and puts limits or conditions on that. So there is no 
right to operate a casino. There is no right. 
 Not just anybody can start a bank or an insur-
ance company. And why is that? That is because the 
nature of those businesses is such that there could be 
a catastrophe for all of our citizens if something went 
wrong. So, it is the same thing with casinos. It has to 
be something that is very carefully circumscribed by 
the Government. Casinos will fall into that category 
because of their unique business model. 
 As Members of this Parliament, as I said, we 
need to look at this matter through the prism of the 
greater good for Bermuda; not the rate of return on 
investments or would-be entrepreneurs or investors in 
casino gaming. 
 To me, Mr. Speaker, the analysis of the option 
of restricting gaming to tourists alone in this Paper 
was conspicuous by its absence. It was conspicuous 
by its absence! There was nothing in there on that. I 
am just speculating, but I think the absence of this 
analysis of this has something to do with the season-
ality of Bermuda’s tourism industry. In the high sea-
son, when we have a lot of tourists in Bermuda in the 
hotels, I guess most of the casino patrons will be tour-
ists. But in the low season, who is going to be in those 
casinos if casino gambling was restricted only to tour-
ists? 
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 Well, the answer would be, nobody. 
 And that is the only time that a casino can 
actually lose money, because as long as there are 
warm bodies in there, Mr. Speaker, cranking that han-
dle, the casino has it made. But if there is nobody in 
the casino, they can’t make money.  

So the reason, I think, that the whole issue of 
restricting it only for tourists has just been like swept 
under the carpet here is because somebody said, 
Whoa! We have to have the locals involved so that in 
the low season we get them in there to crank some 
handles for us. 

I am only speculating, but it seems to me that 
there might be some truth to that. 

I think that if the casinos cannot be profitable 
with them just catering to tourists—as opposed to 
tourists and Bermudians—that aspect should have 
been in this Report, and it is not. I think that shows 
that the analysis in this Report is not at all unbiased. It 
is not at all unbiased. 

Mr. Speaker, the question is, Is casino gaming 
an amenity that the majority of Bermudians want? And 
when I say “Bermudians want,” I mean, want for 
themselves. I do not know the answer to that ques-
tion; but I know how we can find out. Just ask them. 
Right? Just ask Bermudians. That is why we have 
come out on this side, even though I think everybody 
has an opinion on gaming, but we are saying that we 
have an opinion but let us have a referendum on this 
matter to find out what Bermudians think. What do 
they think? Do they want to have gaming for them-
selves? Do they want to have gaming just for tourists? 
Or do they want to have gaming for everybody? 
Right? We need to ask Bermudians. 

Now, let us look at gambling for tourists. On 
the face of it, Mr. Speaker, it is an easier case to 
make for gaming to be restricted to tourists. I charac-
terised casino gambling as a tax and in this case the 
taxing, or the casino tax, if you like, will be levied on 
our tourists. You know, quite frankly, we have been 
taxing tourists for decades in this country. So that 
would not be any different. But there is a kind of para-
dox here as it relates to this. 

Bermuda’s tourism has been in decline—
dramatically, actually—because Bermuda is not seen, 
is not perceived to be giving value for money. It’s too 
expensive for what you get, basically. Now, we are 
being encouraged to believe from this Report that if 
we levy another tax on our tourists, i.e., a casino, the 
value for money problem will disappear. That is what 
we are being asked to do. 

Perhaps, more importantly, we are being 
asked to believe that this amenity will unlock the fi-
nancial gates that have been shut for decades and 
that we will re-ignite the industry. You know, Mr. 
Speaker, I think this is totally counterintuitive, that an 
increase in taxes will encourage a redevelopment of 
the industry. Usually, in the rest of the world, in most 
other economies, if you want to redevelop an industry, 

if you want to stimulate development in an industry, 
you decrease tax. You cut taxes. But we are being 
asked to believe the opposite. 

I have to say that it is counterintuitive, but I 
just do not dismiss it out of hand like this Report has 
dismissed that gambling for locals, dismiss it out of 
hand. I do not dismiss it out of hand. Right? Gaming is 
unique. It is a tax, but it is unique. But what I am is 
skeptical that gaming will in fact unlock the financial 
gates for new hotel development. That, to me, is a key 
thing. 

The Honourable Premier has said that gaming 
is merely another amenity. Well, I do not know how it 
can be, at the same time, merely another amenity but 
unlock the financial gates for millions and hundreds of 
millions of dollars that it will take to rejuvenate the in-
dustry. I do not know how it could be merely anything 
and do that.  

If something will unlock those gates—gates 
that have been closed for decades—it has to be 
something hugely important and hugely profitable to 
unlock those gates. You know? The reason those 
gates have been locked is not because investors do 
not like Bermuda. You know? We have billions of dol-
lars coming in here for insurance. It is not that they do 
not like Bermuda. It is just that they need to have a 
compelling value proposition. They need to have a 
proposition put before them where they say, Yes, I 
really can make some money here. 

And when you put a compelling value proposi-
tion in front of investors, the money will flow. No com-
pelling value proposition, no investment money.  

What we are saying here and what we are 
hearing is that somehow gaming is going to change 
that paradigm. I have to say that to me the thing that 
we have to do is look at the fundamentals of the tour-
ist industry. I do not know how a casino is going to 
change the high cost of labour in Bermuda. I do not 
know how casinos are going to change the high cost 
of electricity. How are they going to change the high 
cost of fuel? And how are they going to change the 
high cost of property? which is the underlying problem 
with these kinds of investments. Tourism is a property 
intensive business and everybody knows property is 
sky-high in Bermuda. How is a casino going to change 
those fundamental economic factors? 

I do not know the answer to that. But it has 
not been addressed in this Green Paper and the Inno-
vations Report. That’s the thing. It is not convincing. 
They have not made the case for gaming to be a 
game changer, a silver bullet.  

Let’s face it. The Premier said it is not a silver 
bullet. But, you know, all of the descriptions you are 
giving me are silver bullet descriptions. So they have 
not made the case for that, Mr. Speaker. 

How much time do I have left, Mr. Speaker? 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
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Mr. Everard T. (Bob) Richards: No, no, not you Bur-
gess, Mr. Speaker. 
 
[Laughter] 
 
Mr. Everard T. (Bob) Richards: Now, there has been 
a case being made here today that I call “all or nothing 
at all.” And I think it requires some explanation. We 
have heard it from the Honourable Mr. Pettingill (who 
is not here right now). 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Mr. Everard T. (Bob) Richards:  Oh, there he is. 
Good, good. 
 He said he was a proponent of gambling, and 
he said that rejection of casinos is hypocritical be-
cause we already have Crown and Anchor, football 
pools, off-track betting, raffles, and even bingo. 
 Mr. Speaker, let me say this: We would not 
expect a driver who is going 50 Km/h to get the same 
punishment as somebody who is going 150 Mph. And 
that is because the extent to which you do something 
matters. The extent matters, even though it is the 
same thing. In this example I gave, they are both 
speeding. All right? But you would not expect the 
same treatment for both of those people.  
 And so it is with gambling. The kind of gam-
bling we have now, you know, is not organised. And it 
is not really big money. Right? And it will be miniscule 
compared to the proposal in the Green Paper. So the 
all-or-nothing-at-all argument also does not hold wa-
ter. 
 Now, my last point here is the question of se-
curity, accountability and control. Let me put it this 
way. In the operations of the government we have to 
have a receipt for every time money comes in. The 
government pays its bills by cheque or purchase or-
ders. So everything is documented in government. 
And the reason for that is so that you (meaning the 
taxpayer) will know that your government is exerting 
fiduciary control over public property. 
 In spite of all these controls, Mr. Speaker, in 
government, in the last few years we have had what I 
call the “Houdini effect” raising its ugly head from time 
to time, which has caused . . . you know, Houdini, 
meaning the magician who made things disappear. 
 We have had the Houdini effect to the tune of 
millions of dollars. All right? Now, let us turn our atten-
tion to the casinos because in the casino business it is 
essentially a cash economy. Huge amounts of cash 
are transferred. And when I say “cash” I mean cur-
rency notes and coins. That kind of cash. All right? 
 
The Speaker: No credit cards. 
 
Mr. Everard T. (Bob) Richards:  No credit cards, but 
there may be some, but it is very much a cash-

intensive business. In a cash intensive business it is 
extremely difficult to exert that fiduciary control over 
the flow of money. 
 Because of that, I am having some trouble 
here because this industry is to be regulated and con-
trolled by the government, I guess through some sort 
of gaming commission. And the problem I am having 
here is that if Houdini is present to the tune of millions 
of dollars in a controlled environment that has checks 
and balances, Mr. Speaker, in a cash economy Hou-
dini will think he has died and gone to Houdini 
heaven! 
 
[Laughter] 
 
Mr. Everard T. (Bob) Richards:  So, it seems to me 
that the issue of control of all of this cash is going to 
be a huge challenge. 
 We really have to stop and think about what 
this will do to what is left of Bermuda’s reputation lo-
cally and internationally. 
 I heard the beeper going off. 
 
The Speaker: Times up. 
 
Mr. Everard T. (Bob) Richards:  Yes, all right. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Mr. Richards, Shadow Min-
ister of Finance. 
 I now recognise the Honourable Member, Mr. 
Z. De Silva, from Southampton East Central. 
 Minister De Silva has the floor.  
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: We are debating the Green Paper on 
Gaming for Bermuda, for the listening public. 
 Carry on, Minister. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Just a note for the Honourable Member who 
just took his seat, one of the things that hit me really 
hard was when he said that the current betting shops 
and the gambling that is available in Bermuda at the 
moment, is not organised and it does not involve big 
dollars. 
 Well, the Honourable Member is way out of 
touch, Mr. Speaker. I suggest that he do a little bit of 
homework, number one. There is a lot of gambling 
that takes place in the betting shops in this country. 
 It has been interesting today, Mr. Speaker, 
listening to those that oppose this Green Paper. I just 
can only assume that in the very near future we will 
see a drastic increase  
I just can only assume that in the very near future we 
will see a drastic increase in opposition to the current 
gambling that takes place in Bermuda, Mr. Speaker. 
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 It is amazing that we bring this Green Paper 
for discussion to try and inject a little bit of pop and 
sizzle into our tourism industry, and it’s being used in 
this way, Mr. Speaker. I have to say and refer back to 
the betting shops when we talk about this initiative.  
 Mr. Speaker, we heard talk about fixing tour-
ism, putting Bermuda first, putting our people first. We 
heard talk about an entertainment complex, Mr. 
Speaker. The premier in his statement this morning 
mentioned the fact that Bermudians would be/might 
be able to participate in casinos and the different gam-
ing activities that they may present. 
 Well, Mr. Speaker, this is a Green Paper, and 
the Green Paper is for discussion. It has been dis-
cussed today. It seems to me that the number one 
concern by the opponents, the opposition to this 
Green Paper, is our people and the possible addiction 
of our people. I do not disagree. 
 
[Acting Speaker in the Chair] 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: But, what we have to real-
ise, Mr. Speaker, is that we have not decided if Ber-
mudians are going to be able to participate, Mr. Acting 
Speaker. I would like to hear from everyone that op-
poses what they would say if Bermudians could not 
participate? This is a product that we are bringing to 
add to the current amenities that tourists can get here 
in Bermuda. 
 Mr. Speaker, we have had support from just 
about all the major hotels in Bermuda and the manag-
ers of those hotels. Norman Mastalir from the Fair-
mont; Ed Trippe, from Tucker’s Point Club; John Jef-
feris from CoCo Reef; Mr. David Dodwell—former Op-
position Tourism Minister for 14 years, I believe—
supports this, thinks it’s good.  
 Mr. Dodwell, had an article in the Bermuda 
Sun, I believe it was, today or Wednesday, supporting 
it wholeheartedly. 
 The Chamber of Commerce has supported it. 
The Chamber of Commerce represents the busi-
nesses’ interests in Bermuda, as far as I know, most 
of the businesses in Bermuda.  

So, Mr. Speaker, I would just like to mention a 
few things that the Premier brought about on March 
5th in a statement to this House. In particular, he men-
tioned that the hotels have bars, and they have pools, 
and they have beaches. But not everybody drinks and 
swims. They are amenities, Mr. Speaker. Casinos are 
just another option for our visitor. 

The key, I think, Mr. Acting Speaker, and a lot 
of business people use this term, it is for “diversifica-
tion.” I think if gaming were to be allowed in Bermuda 
it would make us a little bit more diverse.  
 Singapore was mentioned again this morning 
in the statement by the Premier. But I would just like 
to elaborate a bit more on the March 5th statement. 
Singapore is closing down their streets because they 
are going to host Formula 1 Grand Prix circuit races. 

They have outdoor concerts featuring Beyoncé, 
Blackeyed Peas and even Grand Stefana.  
 And, yes, do you know what they are doing in 
Singapore? They are going to introduce gaming.  
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Oh, Collie Buddz has been 
over there, yes he has. He has. Yes he has. He is 
very popular. And I thank you for recognising his tal-
ent. 
 Thank you very much. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Mr. Speaker, Bermuda 
does have beauty. We have our beaches. We have 
our people. We have our water. We have fishing. We 
have lots of amenities and choices for our tourists. But 
do you know what, Mr. Speaker? After eight o’clock at 
night, what do our tourists do? They have nothing to 
do, Mr. Speaker. 
 My vision for a casino/hotel would be this: 
they have a choice of going to the casino after dinner, 
maybe they will have some local entertainment. 
Maybe they will have some foreign entertainment. 
Years ago you will recall the Follies at the Princess. 
 
The Acting Speaker: I certainly miss them.  
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: And the Forty Thieves. 
Yes, I remember Phil Flowers when I was working 
there as a busboy. 
 
The Acting Speaker: You were young then. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Oh yes, I was young then. 
 But, yes, we had entertainers like Phil Flowers 
who came to Bermuda.  

And I think, Mr. Speaker, that this will be an 
opportunity for us to give tourists more options. And, 
yes, they will create jobs for our people. 

Years ago, we did not have TVs in hotel 
rooms. We did not even have credit cards, Mr. 
Speaker. You know? We are in a changing world. If 
we do not have things that people want they will seek 
destinations that do. 
 The figures that we have been given, the 
studies that have been done to date, show that casi-
nos increase tourist destinations by 30 per cent. Mr. 
Speaker, it is in the Report, if you read the Report. It is 
in the Report. By 30 per cent, Mr. Speaker.  We 
must continue to try and look at options for our tour-
ists. Mr. Vanderpool-Wallace who was in Bermuda 
stated very clearly that 80 per cent of the tourists that 
visit the Bahamas visit the casinos.  

So, Mr. Speaker, I say when folks book a 
holiday they do not book rooms, you know; they book 
the destination. I think . . . Mr. Speaker, it is also a 
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known fact, and this was confirmed by Mr. Vander-
pool[-Wallace], when groups decide where they want 
to go for vacations, whether it be business groups, 
social groups and what have you, the numbers that 
are involved are large. I believe that the statistics we 
have are correct in that people that travel in large 
numbers look for casinos to be available if they so 
desire. 

Mr. Speaker, if we continue to let tourism slide 
any further then it has over the last 30 years; if it con-
tinues to slide our people are going to suffer. They are 
going to suffer big time. We have to look and find 
ways in which to entice people to come to Bermuda, 
Mr. Speaker. How many hotels have closed over the 
past 20 years in Bermuda? The list is large. We can-
not afford to see another hotel close in Bermuda 

How many hotels have closed over the past 
20 years in Bermuda? The list is large. We cannot 
afford to see another hotel close in Bermuda. We 
must give our visitors options.  

Mr. Speaker, I am going to close on this note. 
We have heard the talk about the betting shops. We 
have heard the talk about the bingo, the football 
games, the college basketball games. You can bet 
seven days a week. And you can bet big money. Any-
one who does not believe me, walk into the betting 
shop and ask them what the maximum is, or what the 
minimum is. You can bet big dollars. 

But do you know what no one has talked 
about today, Mr. Speaker? It is the gambling that 
takes place from our suit and tie boys—the stock mar-
ket. Okay?  

We get people in Bermuda and worldwide that 
invest and play—the key word is “play”—the stock 
market. 
 
The Acting Speaker: It’s a bit of a stretch, Minister. 
It’s a bit of a stretch. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: They play the stock mar-
ket.  
 And there is talk about— 
 
The Acting Speaker: But nevertheless, I hear you. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: —people who have a lot of 
money. No sir. Don’t you believe that for a moment. 
My friends, don’t you believe that for a moment. 
 There are people . . . I know that some people 
have said, I have been tucking away my tuition for 15 
years for my kids. But, do you know what? I have a 
call from a stockbroker in New York and he says that I 
can turn this around 20 per cent, 30 per cent, 40 per 
cent in quick time. And many people have lost money 
during the last three years. I think I have a few col-
leagues who sit in this House who are in the business 

who know, certainly, there have been many people 
who have lost, if not their life’s savings, close to it. 
 And I have to mention that there are a lot of 
disgruntled people in Bermuda right now, Mr. 
Speaker, with regard to Bank of Butterfield. You talk 
about betting and gambling. How many people in-
vested in the Bank of Butterfield’s shares and are right 
now suffering, and suffering badly? So, if you want to 
talk about betting, we have to talk about betting 
across the board. 
 
The Acting Speaker: But we are talking about legal-
ised betting and— 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Yes we are. 
 
The Acting Speaker: Not legalised. So I do not think 
the two things are the same.  
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Let us not forget, Mr. 
Speaker, there is also Internet poker games, Internet 
gaming that, I can tell you, Bermudians are on that 
every night, Mr. Speaker. Every night.  
 So, what I say, and we have heard the pros 
and cons, and we will hear some more before the day 
is done, but I say, Mr. Speaker, give our tourists an-
other option and do not let personalities and politics 
ruin this chance for Bermuda’s tourism revival. 
 
The Acting Speaker: Thank you, very much, Minister 
De Silva. 
 Does anyone else wish to speak to the Green 
Paper? 
 I recognise the Honourable Elvin James. 
 
Hon. Elvin G. James: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I 
mean, Acting Speaker. 
 Mr. Acting Speaker, let me just say that I am 
blessed, I feel blessed to be living in this Island here 
that we all Bermuda.  
 
An Hon. Member: You are blessed! 
 
Hon. Elvin G. James: I have taken a few gambles in 
my day. I bought a few pieces of land, I bought a few 
houses.  
 
[Inaudible interjections and laughter] 
 
Hon. Elvin G. James: Yes. 
 I have been through a few destinations in 
troubles, but I have never seen anywhere I go, any-
place like here, that I call home. 
 Today we are here to discuss an important 
topic. It’s only a Green Paper, but because of the love 
that we have for home, because of the position that all 
of us here as elected representatives of the people of 
Bermuda, we have an obligation to make certain that 
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whatever we discuss, whatever decisions we make, 
we make in the best interests of not only ourselves, 
but the people of this country and, of course, Ber-
muda. 
 I have heard a lot of things today that say we 
need gambling or gaming because  
  
this country and of course Bermuda. And I’ve heard a 
lot of things today that say, we need gambling or gam-
ing because . . . We need it to make Bermuda more 
competitive. We must have gaming if we are to remain 
as a future player in tourism. It creates more jobs, it 
creates more revenue. And then I hear that gambling 
is not a vice. It’s a normal form of entertainment. I’ve 
heard this for awhile. And so I was confused. So I 
went to the Internet and I said, Let me do some re-
search of my own. Let me see what happens to 
places where this ‘normal entertainment’—where all of 
this happens and it creates so many great jobs—let 
me see what it’s done to these places. 

So the first place I went to was Nevada, on 
the Internet. And I said, Well, let’s see what has hap-
pened in Nevada. And, sure enough, Nevada is on the 
top of the list. When you look at Nevada and you look 
at the statistics, Nevada is number one, or in the top 
three, in all of the social ills that we talk about. Yes, 
first place. Suicide, murder, child abuse deaths, theft, 
divorce, drugs, prostitution, and yes, foreclosure as 
well—number one or in the top three. 

Then we look at South Carolina. If we look 
there, South Carolina had video poker. Berlin, they 
took in $3 billion a year. Sixty million dollars of that 
went to the state—fabulous picture if we stop right 
there. But at what price was this money earned? At 
the price of the social ills and the social problems. A 
wealth of ills was brought, the same ones that I just 
mentioned, Mr. Acting Speaker. 

An economist reports that “gambling in gen-
eral creates $289 in social costs for every $46 of so-
cial benefit”—of social benefit. So then, let us talk 
about the benefit to government. We’re talking about, 
it’s going to bring us some money. But how is it really 
going to affect us when we make this money? There 
is no benefit to this government when the cost is three 
to five dollars for every dollar gained. We’re going to 
have to spend three to five dollars for every dollar 
gained through gaming. Nothing new, okay? In-
creased police, taking care of all the social ills—so I 
cannot— 
 
[Inaudible interjection and laughter] 
 
Hon. Elvin G. James:  Thank you. If we look at the 
cost/benefit test—this is something you learn, I guess, 
in Business 101, the cost/benefit test. Does it pass the 
cost/benefit test? Definitely not. If we’re going to 
spend three to five dollars for every dollar that we get, 
it does not pass the cost/benefit test. 

But then, I guess we can say that it’s going to 
benefit tourism if we look at the numbers in the U.S. 
The U.S predicts that they have 6 to 10 million com-
pulsive gamblers—compulsive gamblers. So I guess if 
we can really get some of these gamblers to come 
here, then we will increase the tourism numbers. 
Coming here, yes, at what cost? Yes, sir. They come 
here with their next lucky break, and all of those that 
are here, they think that their next lucky break is just 
around the corner. And then what happens? For them 
and our locals, the next lucky break is just around the 
corner. 
So when that fails, what happens then, when the lucky 
break is not just around the corner? No. Then we get 
desperate. We beg. We borrow. And we steal to keep 
into the game. We have to. And then we hear . . . well, 
I’ve heard some say today that tourism numbers could 
increase by  up to 30 per cent. The highest number 
that I came across in my research was Las Vegas. 
They estimate that 5 per cent of their tourists go to 
Vegas just for gambling—just for gambling!  They go 
for the entertainment, food, and a few other things. 

And then we talk about jobs—jobs. It creates 
jobs. I’ve heard this quite a bit today. Yes, it does cre-
ate some jobs. But again, these are specialised jobs. 
Are these jobs that our people are going to have right 
from the beginning? I do not think so. Again, I try to 
look and see what’s happening in other areas. A few 
of these areas where the casinos have come in, eve-
rything is closed shop. They have the cheap buffets in 
there because they want to keep you there. They 
have the cheap entertainment. You come there, you 
stay in there. Oh, they give you free rooms as well. 

So what happens to those businesses around 
there? If you look at them, most of them, the small 
restaurants—they all disappear. They close down! So 
I am wondering, where are these new jobs that are 
going to be created? 
 
[Interjection and laughter] 
 
Hon. Elvin G. James: Now, Mr. Speaker, let us get to 
the crux, because I am not going to be here all day. 
Yes, I do oppose gambling. And I strongly believe that 
it is immoral for this country or any country to bank on 
its citizens’ losses to balance their own budget. I do 
not think that any country should bank on the loss of 
its citizens, money that is being lost by its citizens, to 
balance the budget. Gambling becomes morally un-
acceptable when someone is deprived of what is nec-
essary to provide for his needs and those needs of 
others. 

I could stop there because that’s enough right 
there to oppose gaming. I oppose because we will be 
earning money at the price of social problems, as I 
stated already. For every dollar we earn, we will be 
spending three to five dollars. We will be creating an-
other addiction. I think we have enough addictions in 
our society right now. We have drugs. We have alco-
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hol. So we can add this one to the Friday nights that I 
hear now—people Friday nights, they rush off for 
happy hour. 

In fact, I was talking to one individual who 
owns one of these establishments. He said he takes 
in about $30,000 on a Friday night. Now, that’s just for 
alcohol. That is an addiction. So if we add this to 
gambling, imagine how many paychecks are not going 
to reach home. How many paychecks are not going to 
get home?   

Then in education, I have another problem. 
Yes? 

 
An Hon. Member: It’s from the Shadow Minister. 
 
Hon. Elvin G. James: It will not be the Shadow Minis-
ter unless you’re going to provide some food for all of 
those young kids in school. 

So Mr. Speaker, I am not going to belabour 
this. I have a long speech here. But I am not going to 
go on and on and on. But what I am going to say is 
that I’ve made my points. I’ve stated it; I am to the 
point. I do not want to repeat them. But I definitely 
think that if we are going to retain what we do have . . 
. we do not have a perfect Bermuda. We have some 
problems here right now. But I do not think that we 
need to make it any worse. We can make it better. But 
I do not think we need to bring in anything that’s going 
to create more social ills. 

So, yes, Mr. Acting Speaker. I definitely op-
pose it, and I will do whatever I can to make certain 
that it remains the Bermuda that so many have come 
here to know, that we are different, that we are an-
other world. And we do not want to create another 
world for Bermuda by creating these social ills and 
bringing in these monsters. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Acting Speaker: Thank you very much, Minister 
James. 

I now recognise Honorable Alex Scott. 
 
Hon. William Alexander Scott: Thank you, Mr. Chair.  

I have had my speech shortened a great deal 
by a lot of wisdom that has flown from the various 
members who have spoken before. That is gratifying 
and encouraging. It means that a sense of decency, a 
concern for our brothers and sisters, is alive and well 
on this Floor and in this place. I had the opportunity 
last evening to join in a debate with Sir John Swan at 
the invitation of the Mayor of St. George. And it didn’t 
take us long to get right to the nub of the discussion of 
gaming, and gaming as it’s portrayed and laid out in 
the Green Paper which we are debating here and 
now. 

My contribution was predicated on the posi-
tion that we are in actual fact talking about profits and 
problems—large profits for a few and problems for the 

many. You have heard that, Mr. Chair, echoed around 
this Floor time and time again this afternoon. 

I have also said, and many have probably 
heard me say, because it was a meaningful meeting 
with Senator John McCain in Washington, as we went 
representing Bermuda when I held a different office to 
the one that I am holding now. And Senator McCain—
who knows Bermuda—asked, “How are things going 
here?”  And the conversation turned to my view and 
our position as a country on gaming. And I told him at 
the time, as I feel now, I was not for it, did not support 
the notion of gaming for our community, for our soci-
ety. And he said that was good because, in his view—
and he held that view officially in his state—when you 
empower the gaming industry, the house gets the 
profits and the community gets the problems. It’s a 
formula. It’s almost a tradition. It’s a given. I heard it 
put eloquently that, in actual fact, the house does not 
lose. You become, we become, Bermuda would be-
come in this case the loser. 

I was also heartened to hear Members around 
the Floor here speak out boldly. As a matter of fact, 
there’s only been one or two on the other side. I was 
gratified to see that the church did not hesitate. I re-
gret that some have viewed their entrance into the 
debate in a disparaging way. I am glad the church is 
involved, openly and formidably. They have not just 
talked in tones of the very important, but obvious, so-
cial ills; they have contributed to the discussion and 
the debate in various dynamic ways. 

One point they make (and I’ve heard it put by, 
I think, the Minister who just spoke), they put it in a 
different frame, that for every dollar, for every tax dol-
lar that a government . . . and we’ve heard through the 
Green Paper that we can expect a windfall. The 
church has suggested in their campaign that for every 
dollar that we take in as a government, if we were to 
participate in such an initiative, three dollars go out for 
the social ills. That does not make any sense. You 
know you’re going to hurt yourself. You know you’re 
going to hurt your people. You know it’s going to be a 
costly proposition. You know you’re going to create 
problems. And you have the temerity to stand up and 
say, “It’s a good idea.” 
 
An Hon. Member: It’s a win-win. 
 
Hon. William Alexander Scott: It’s a win-win? 
 
An Hon. Member: Yeah. 
 
Hon. William Alexander Scott: The church says sin-
sin. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. William Alexander Scott: You know, the church 
also pointed out through the eyes of someone who 
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has a cold, cold business perspective, Warren Buffett. 
And what did Warren Buffett say to his youngsters? 
And again, I am quoting the campaign of the church. I 
want them to have a voice through me and others on 
this floor because they are campaigning, but I want 
them to be heard through this Parliament. Warren Buf-
fett has said, “All three of my kids learned at an early 
age, pulling the handle of a slot machine might have 
been good exercise, but it is bad economics.” It is bad 
economics. 

Why then, in this time of austerity . . . And I 
was gratified to hear the Finance Minister today, al-
ways gratified to hear the Finance Minister, doubly so 
today. She led by example. Why in this difficult time 
are we going to take on an initiative which is going to 
enrich a few foreigners, because that is the Singapore 
example.  Two large casinos in Singapore—they are 
taking the funds out of Singapore and leaving proba-
bly just enough to address the social ills that have 
been created. 

Singapore did this once before, 187 years 
ago. The Green Paper tells you about it. They closed 
down the initiative three years after it started. Maybe 
this time it will last a little longer. 

But back to Bermuda, back to ourselves . . . I 
read the Green Paper like everyone else did, and I 
have heard the point made, and I am not going to be-
labour it. I started on page 1 in the Green Paper—
wrong. I should have started at the end, read the dis-
claimer, which said that the information was probably 
incorrect and they do not stand behind any of the 
things that they suggest. 
 
[Laughter] 
 
Hon. William Alexander Scott: And heck! I could 
have watched TV and been as informed. 
 
[Laughter] 
 
Hon. William Alexander Scott: And I am not making 
it up. I think Honourable Members read it, so I will not 
burden the House again. But let us be real. We should 
not be . . . I heard someone say we should even be 
embarrassed. Our young people are killing them-
selves; our young people are killing others. That is 
what this House should be engaged in now, not in the 
idea whose time has long since, long since passed. 
 
[Applause] 
 
Hon. William Alexander Scott: I used to tell folks 
when I was Premier, if they came up with a better 
idea, go stand in the corner. I say, whoever came up 
with this idea, go stand in the corner. This is not in the 
interests of the country that I love and the country that 
I have served.  

I have a marginal note. The heading is Social 
Cost to Bermuda, and my marginal note says, “It will 

do irreparable harm to our human capital.” If you want 
to talk capital, let us talk about the human capital. Let 
us talk about the human suffering. Let us talk about 
the human costs. And do not get me wrong. I do not 
want to be thought to be snide. But the hypocritical 
[sic] oath for doctors— 
 
An Hon. Member: Hippocratic oath, Mr. Scott. 
 
Hon. William Alexander Scott: Hippocratic. 
 
[Laughter] 
 
Hon. William Alexander Scott: Did I say “hypocriti-
cal”? 
 
An Hon. Member: No, no. 
 
Hon. William Alexander Scott: Ah, Hippocratic, the 
Hippocratic oath. 
 
An Hon. Member: That is a small correction, sir. 
 
Hon. William Alexander Scott: The Hippocratic oath. 
If I was not so dark you could see I am blushing!  

I am embarrassed. 
 
An Hon. Member: You are forgiven. 
 
[Laughter] 
 
Hon. William Alexander Scott: The Hippocratic oath 
says, “First, do no harm.” First, do no harm. I wish with 
every fibre of my being that we use that, as Parlia-
mentarians as our oath, as Cabinet Ministers as their 
oath, as people with the highest responsibility in the 
land as their oath. First, do no harm. And I think if we 
use that, if we predicate our decision-making process 
on that, all things flow from it. We put this whole initia-
tive in perspective. We realise it has the potential for 
irreparable harm. 

We realise that . . . Well, do not take my word 
for it. Use a study, or it is actually a book. It is a book, 
Gambling in America: Cost and Benefits. It points out . 
. . And the author, for anyone who is interested, is Earl 
L. Grinols. It says, “Gambling causes a net loss to the 
community, not only out of state”—rather in this case, 
out of country. “Casino operators remove gambling 
dollars from the local economy, but local employers 
and taxpayers must foot the bill of increased crime.” 

Didn’t the authors of the Green Paper cast 
their research net wide enough to pick up on this? I 
must have missed it. They would have to apologise or 
have a disclaimer for that fact. Again, the author says, 
“The industry needs to be regulated, monitored, and in 
some cases altered or banned, to achieve greater so-
cial well-being. The need for public intervention occurs 
precisely when the cost borne by one agent or group 
and the benefits of another”—translated, when you 
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find somebody benefiting from somebody else’s sor-
row, you really have created a dynamic that requires 
intervention. 

This brings me to the point that I have. The 
Green Paper is misleading. It is not a windfall; it is a 
tax. And I heard the Shadow Minister over on the 
other side did an eloquent job of pointing that out. I 
say what others have said: This Green Paper, regret-
tably, I think, broke somewhat with the tradition of 
Green Papers, and it became a sell rather than a 
general discussion piece. It should have been a dis-
cussion piece, full-stop. And I think where we got into 
difficulty is when we let the consultants’ report be-
come the Green Paper, rather than the Government 
taking the consultants’ report and folding it into the 
Green Paper, but also making a Green Paper state-
ment, at least, that the Government could support, not 
as policy, but as a discussion paper. 

When you find yourself in the hands of the 
consultant, which actually we do in the case of this 
Green Paper—I used to be a consultant. I used to 
say, We borrow people’s watch to charge them to tell 
the time. 
 
[Laughter] 
 
Hon. William Alexander Scott: So that Report 
probably slavishly served whoever paid the consult-
ants’ cost. So we were done a disservice even in the 
first instance, embarking on this reportedly full-
blooded investigation of the topic. It fell short. I was 
disappointed. It did a disservice. And it has the poten-
tial of doing an injury to this country. But that injury, I 
think, is now being put on hold. I was gratified by what 
I have heard so far from the floor, proud actually, of 
what I have heard from the floor, happy to be a mem-
ber of this body. We are honourable men and women 
because we have gripped the responsibility here and 
said, Wait a minute, wait a minute. Wait a minute. And 
each voice that has come up, each one who has 
stood up, each person who has spoken up, has done 
a wonderful job of not only representing this place, but 
representing the individuals who who sent them to this 
place. 

Winding down, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Acting Speaker: You have plenty of time, Mr. 
Scott. 
 
Hon. William Alexander Scott: Maybe on the clock, 
but politically it’s wise to stop sooner than later. 
 
[Laughter] 
 
The Acting Speaker:  I take your point, sir. 
 
Hon. William Alexander Scott: There is a case his-
tory that I came across that said something along 

these lines: The bottom line is not gambling. It is 
about corruption. When you are dealing with gam-
bling, with a lot of money looking for a home, you in 
actual fact have the perfect storm for the individuals 
who are in positions of authority, responsibility, being 
approached by these purveyors of what is really a 
money machine. And it is a money machine that never 
loses. We have heard that. It always wins. It has ten-
tacles that, once it gets hold of your community, once 
it gets hold of you, you are in an embrace like no em-
brace you have ever had before. That is where the 
addictive proposition comes from. 

And so this case history, I have said on previ-
ous occasions . . . I was in Philadelphia, went to uni-
versity, Atlantic City.  It was five years or so before 
they had the advent of the casinos there. So I was 
there when you could hear the promise, when you 
could hear it was going to clean up Atlantic City. It 
was going to be jobs for Atlantic City. It is a siren’s 
song. 
 
An Hon. Member: And they had the boardwalk there. 
 
Hon. William Alexander Scott: The boardwalk—
went down there once or twice. 
 
An Hon. Member: Yes. So did I. 
 
Hon. William Alexander Scott: Well, one was duty 
bound. 
 
[Laughter] 
 
Hon. William Alexander Scott: When you are a stu-
dent, you are duty bound to walk the boardwalk. 
 
An Hon. Member: And go out to the boardwalk. 
 
Hon. William Alexander Scott: But that is another 
discussion. 
 
An Hon. Member: That is another discussion. 
 
Hon. William Alexander Scott: But I wanted a more 
current update. So Alabama proved to be a good case 
study. A John Tyson, Jr., Commander of the Gover-
nor’s Task Force on Illegal Gambling and the District 
Attorney for Mobile County said in his writings, “It is 
increasingly clear that the illegal gambling debate isn’t 
about gambling anymore. It’s about corruption.” It is 
about corruption. And so, intrigued, that certainly was 
something I wanted to see, what his experience was, 
what Alabama’s experience was. And here it is, ever 
so briefly, ever so briefly. 

“When elected officials are more concerned 
about winning the favor of wealthy gambling barons 
than upholding the rule of law, the casino syndicate is 
becoming dangerously, dangerously powerful.”  
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I had a flash of Bermuda, and even our Par-
liament, even our offices of authority and responsibil-
ity, when I read that. And then I read on: “When a 
public official can walk into a casino”—and I want the 
public to hear this—“sit down at a hand-picked ma-
chine, and walk out with tens of thousands of dollars, 
and over a million dollars over time, it becomes clear 
that there is almost no limit to the corruption that the 
casino syndicate is capable of.” So, Alex Scott, Par-
liamentarian, on the take, can go into a casino. You 
do not see me go up to anybody. You do not see any-
body write me a check. I just go to machine number 
40, pull it, and hit it big. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. William Alexander Scott: Hit it big. And I am on 
the take now. I am in the pay of the casino now. Every 
time the casino and the casino operation gets another 
public figure, they have a tighter control on that com-
munity. So when we stand up here and vote in such a 
climate, who is really voting? Who is really pulling the 
strings? Do you really want us to go down that road? 

So in the last little short paragraph contributed 
by Mr. Tyson, he says, “No, it’s not about gambling at 
all. It’s certainly not about bingo. It’s about corruption.”  

So, Mr. Chair, that made my legislative anten-
nae go up and say, Maybe that’s all the study I have 
to do about gaming. And I was fortunate to be able to 
reach out and touch a friend who sent me a bit of leg-
islation out of Cayman, the Anti Corruption Law. It es-
tablishes a commission. It addresses the issue of 
bribery of public officers and members of the legisla-
tive assembly, frauds on the government, contractors 
subscribing to election funds. You get the general gist. 
It would be a legislative tool. 

If this initiative goes any further, if this initia-
tive looks like it has the ability to survive, I for one Par-
liamentarian—and I’ve heard, I think, many others—
should be prepared to call upon Government to enact 
such a piece of legislation. The Green Paper, on page 
9, I think, talks about corruption and how it can be 
contained. But it talked about the gaming commission 
which regulates, really, the activity. That’s like manag-
ing the lowering of the boats from the Titanic. We do 
not want to hit . . . We do not want to reach that point. 
But if we should be found to be going ahead with this, 
I feel, ill-conceived initiative, then this is a legislative 
tool that I would recommend to my party, government, 
my Cabinet Ministers, and to other Members on the 
floor because I think this tool would be a necessity. 

It would be most important that we in actual 
fact have such a legislative tool, because we would 
then be able to probably salvage, if that is possible, 
because I think someone else speaking was quite cor-
rect. Once this industry, the gaming industry, gets ten-
tacles, you do not just say good-bye to them, unless 
you want to become a mooring for one of the cruise 
ships. You do not just say— 

 
An Hon. Member: Draw that description. 
 
Hon. William Alexander Scott: You do not just say, I 
did benefit from pulling that lever and getting that bo-
nus, but I think it is a bad idea. I am no longer yours. 
You have become a footnote. 
 
An Hon. Member: They give you concrete boots. 
 
Hon. William Alexander Scott: I do not think we 
need that type of climate. We have enough. We have 
enough right now on our plate. We have young folks 
totally out of control right now. Do we wish to have 
adults with unlimited funds on our doorstep being able 
to buy whatever result they feel they need, be it plan-
ning permission . . . And I am not disparaging our 
planning officers and our ministers. They could ap-
proach and breach the goodwill of any of our institu-
tions. 
 
The Acting Speaker I realise you are speaking hypo-
thetically, Honourable Mr. Scott. 
 
Hon. William Alexander Scott: Hypothetically. 
 
The Acting Speaker:  Yes. 
 
Hon. William Alexander Scott: But based on the 
track record of the industry, they have proven that in 
Atlantic City, they have proven it in Alabama, they 
have proven it in most of the jurisdictions that they 
have been able to go in. And that does not mean that 
the gaming industry is all bad, but if it walks like a 
duck. . . . 

Mr. Chair, I think I have burdened the honor-
able gentlemen and ladies long enough. It has been a 
worthwhile exercise, if for no other person on this floor 
than myself, to see that I sit amongst good men and 
women, people of resolve, and people who can rec-
ognise when there is an ill wind blowing. And they 
have set their sails against this wind, so far.  

And I end on this note: For anybody who be-
lieves that this is a benign industry, that, hey,  Scott 
can run his mouth, but we are in need of an injection 
of capital, let me read the case history of Kathy Bas-
sett, 49, a registered nurse from Topeka, Kansas. She 
did not blink when Harrahs opened a casino 15 miles 
from her front door. She had zero interest in gambling, 
nor did she worry about its social ills. Stage set, could 
be anyone, any Mr. or Mrs. Bermuda right now. 

Her son, a casino pit boss, was arrested for 
stealing to support his gambling habit. Her mother, 
retired and in her 70s, filed for bankruptcy after losing 
her life’s savings to the slot machines. Her 57-year-old 
brother David, in despair and shame over his inability 
to quit gambling, put a shotgun barrel to his mouth, 
pulled the trigger and ended his life. 
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“I just got angry,” she says. “This is an indus-
try worth hundreds and hundreds of millions of dollars. 
And it means nothing to them,” meaning nothing to 
them. But this country Bermuda means everything to 
me. And as a matter of fact, I am heartened that it 
means everything to every speaker who took to his or 
her feet today, so far, and spoke out passionately 
against the initiative. 

No, Mr. Chair, I do not support it for compel-
ling reasons, didn’t support it when I was Premier, do 
not support it now that I am a lowly Backbencher. 
Thank you very much. 
 
The Acting Speaker: Thank you very much, Mr. 
Scott. 

Do any other members wish to speak to the 
matter of gaming in Bermuda, the Green Paper? I 
recognise the Honourable Walter Roban, Minister of 
Health. 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: Thank you very much, Mr. 
Acting Speaker. Very interesting debate today on 
which I think is an important topic for us to be dealing 
with. 

I myself am happy that we have gone through 
this exercise with this Green Paper being put together, 
as I laud my Government’s effort to go through similar 
exercises with other macro issues that have been of 
interest to our country. We did it with independence; 
we have done it with public access to information; we 
have done it with fisheries. This is a part of the Gov-
ernment process of developing information that can 
be concisely considered by Parliament and by the 
public around issues upon which the Government 
must ultimately make some decision, or perhaps with 
public consensus, not move forward with. 

So it is important to go through these exer-
cises. And I think, as the issue of gaming is very much 
a reality here in the Bermuda that we live in, it was 
important for us to think about whether there is room 
for its further development, whether there is room for 
us to change how we manage it, and ultimately how it 
is composed within the Bermuda that we move for-
ward with. 

I myself am not a person who does gaming. I 
do not participate in any sort of real entertainment 
gaming, as is certainly described in this paper. I did 
play Crown and Anchor as a teenager and was enthu-
siastic about it at Cup Match and County Game. But 
as I got older and cherished my money and cherished 
not losing it, I developed the habit of not even enter-
taining it. I have no attraction for places like Las Ve-
gas, Atlantic City, or even when I travel, I don’t go into 
any hotel gaming establishments, and I don’t engage. 
 But I do not have any moral objection to gam-
ing, personally. This is my personal choice and my 
own personal discipline. But I know there are people 

who are enthusiastic about gaming, and they have 
their right and they have the right to that choice. 

I have been, certainly, very clear to my col-
leagues around this issue. I have been very clear as 
to my concern about what I think is the real issue, 
which is the expansion of gaming in Bermuda further. 
We have gaming here. And I think those who are en-
deavoring to be a part of the discussion, particularly 
even the opponents, must acknowledge that. Gaming 
is here; it has been a part of the environment of Ber-
muda from its inception. It is here now in the area of 
off-track betting. People say that bingo—even some 
people would say raffle tickets are. And so it is here. 
We have the Crown and Anchor, which is a part of our 
cultural framework. This is gaming. This is gambling. It 
is here. And we do not need to speak about the per-
haps unauthorised activities that many people are 
quite enthusiastic about that are active in the modern 
Bermuda. 

The other thing, Mr. Acting Speaker, is that 
certainly technology has put gaming now more acces-
sible. Perhaps it was a more restricted and sort of 
slightly secretive activity. But now it is on the Internet. 
Any person can go on their computer and participate 
in some gaming activity. And we know that goes on. It 
is a multi-billion-dollar business globally. 

So I am concerned, and not really am I warm 
to, at all at this point, the expansion of gaming in Ber-
muda, for my own reasons. But I am concerned about 
my people. I am concerned about the potential for ad-
dictions. I am concerned about many things. And I am 
concerned about where we are as a country. And as 
many have said already, you know, there are perhaps 
other things we should be engaging in, our efforts and 
resources, to consider. 

Now, I, like a number of my colleagues, did sit 
with the hotel owners of Bermuda recently, and as the 
Honourable Finance Minister described, heard their 
requests, their pleas for tax, I guess holidays or tax 
rebates and these sort of things. And I was mindful 
that . . . well, we have given them quite a bit of holi-
days in these areas, as we have done a number of 
industries, which in itself has a long-term impact on 
our acquisition of revenue as a government. But many 
of these have been for the greater good. But some-
times, even the good comes around later, and you 
have to contemplate, you know, the impact of doing 
good. Sometimes, it brings about a little pain or suffer-
ing. Sometimes, it does. But you take it on because 
you, in principle, believe that it was a good thing. 

So, there are things that we as a country have 
to deal with. We do have to deal with, which is a real 
situation with our tourism industry, which is having a 
difficult time, and not necessarily because of any pol-
icy action by this Government, but the reality of the 
environment. But we have done things to assist with 
its, hopefully, upswing and development as things go 
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on. And we stand with them in support of their efforts 
to improve the product. 

We are supporting the further development of 
infrastructure in the tourism product. As this Green 
Paper contemplates gaming as an amenity to our 
tourism product, we must think about these things and 
what we are doing and what we will continue to do. 
Certainly, this paper is here because gaming is con-
sidered to be an option that may potentially enhance 
the tourism product. 

But I, certainly as the Minister of Health, had 
to think carefully about this issue because there are, 
from evidence presented, from even evidence that I 
myself had researched—there is a social impact to 
gaming. I certainly cannot ignore some of the statistics 
that I have heard today, and also read myself, about, 
yes, there is . . . For every dollar earned, there are 
potentially three to five dollars of social cost that are 
taken on because of some of the addictive impacts of 
gaming in an environment. 

You know, we cannot say that it does not ex-
ist, of course. But we have challenges with addictions 
already in this country, as you well know, and we are 
paying a high social cost to manage them and try to 
deal with them within our people. So the reality of pay-
ing for the social costs of addiction is already with us, 
Mr. Acting Speaker. We cannot ignore that, as we 
cannot ignore that that gaming is already here. Al-
though I do not have any personal knowledge of per-
sons succumbing to the addition of gaming myself, I 
am sure there are people who have and are probably 
clients of some of the services that I myself adminis-
trate over that deal with the challenges of addiction. 
There are obviously agencies that are charitable that 
deal with addictions as well. 

But that’s a part of the reality that we are pay-
ing as a country a high price for addictive behaviour. 
And this cannot be ignored, that with gaming does 
come this byproduct. It could come, perhaps, in mini-
mal ways, although as you read statistics you see 
that, usually when it comes, it increases, it grows. 
Once you have that gaming in place, as more people 
participate there is a percentage of those persons, 
even if they are not the majority, Mr. Acting Speaker. 
There is a percentage of those persons, if you have 
100, 20, or 30 of them may potentially become ad-
dicted to the activity and create a social cost for the 
country. 

So these are things I certainly cannot ignore 
as the Health Minister, as I am fully aware of the 
amount of money that we pay as a country to manage 
addiction. 

As some Honourable Members have spoken 
already today about—about some of the education 
that we received around this paper, which I gained—I 
applaud this paper because it has opened the door for 
a lot of information that we have received about the 
realities and what is going on globally about gaming 
that most Bermudians, and certainly I, did not know is 

going on, and even what jurisdictions are doing to 
manage the gaming that they have. 
 I was very interested to hear what the Nova 
Scotia Gaming Corporation is doing and how, as a 
part of their overall gaming platform they have a huge 
social component to deal in an assertive manner with 
determining addictive behaviour within their gaming 
establishments and attack it in a way that brings about 
seemingly positive outcome and actually has the sup-
port of the community upon which the gaming exists. 
And as the community sees these components are in 
it, they give perhaps conditional support to the exis-
tence of the gaming because, essentially, the gaming 
is paying for some of these services as well, and al-
lows them to manage the potential addictive behav-
iours in an assertive manner. 

I was perhaps slightly comforted, but certainly 
informed, to hear that this goes on and this is possi-
ble. So, as we as a country consider the issue of gam-
ing, we can know that there are ways upon which you 
can assertively challenge the environment of addic-
tions that it potentially creates amongst people. As the 
Health Minister, this is an issue for me that I am look-
ing at all the time, about, how do we assertively deal 
with certain patterns of behaviour, particularly nega-
tive behaviour, and how do we manage them and help 
to extinguish them in the best way we can? So it is 
good to know that that can be a part of your gaming 
platform as well. And I do not think that we should ig-
nore these things, that there are efforts—despite all 
the comments and negativity around gaming, that 
there are efforts that are in place that work to help 
challenge the addictions that often emerge around 
gaming. 

I say again, I support the fact that this paper 
was endeavored to be brought to us, that it was cre-
ated. And even though there perhaps is a perception 
by some that the parties that orchestrated it came 
from a biased view . . . well, they said that about the 
Independence Paper, too. But was that less of a valu-
able exercise for us to go through? I think it was very 
valuable, as we have done with other exercises like 
this. So that is why I applaud it, and I am glad we 
have done it as a country. I am glad this has opened 
up a discussion for the country around this issue, and 
I am glad that we are hearing the different views. 

Just as when you look at the data around dif-
ferent aspects of gaming around the world and the 
region, there are different views as to the impact it has 
on divorce and other circumstances that people feel 
that happens out of gaming. Not everybody says this 
always happens. There are some who say, well, it 
does happen, but not necessarily at an unmanageable 
rate any more than it would have if the gaming was 
not there. So, there are a lot of data. 

Interestingly enough, I have contemplated Dr. 
Grinols’s information around gaming, and it is certainly 
persuasive. But I feel that that is just a part of the in-
formation that this exercise has forced us to consider. 
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So there is a value to the exercise. I also was properly 
educated as to certain things that could potentially be 
brought to Bermuda. I was in support of the Bill that 
was brought here previously, although it never got to 
the point of being voted on in the House.  

The Bill had to do with the expansion of the 
gaming on the ships for those hours. Because there 
were parts of that Bill that talked about incentives for 
Bermudians and how there were opportunities within 
any of the ships that signed on, that they were re-
quired to provide certain things to Bermuda that would 
realise jobs and opportunities for Bermudians. But 
Bermudians were not participating in the actual casino 
gambling on the ships. 

I was happy with that. I could deal with that. 
But it did not necessarily mean that I was in favour of 
the expansion of gaming on-island for our locals. And 
I have been very clear with my colleagues as to my 
concerns about that, as I have said in this House just 
now. I am concerned about it. I am not really comfort-
able with it at all, because I have concerns, certainly. 
As I said, as the Minister of Health, I have to be con-
cerned. 

But as we go forward, there are some things, 
Mr. Acting Speaker, that I am in favour of that come 
out of this paper. One of them is, it has been made 
very clear by the Honourable Premier that the effort to 
omnibus the pieces of legislation that manage the ex-
isting gaming should be consolidated. That is some-
thing that no one has spoken about, that there are 
attributes in this paper that speak to some very, I 
think, positive things that need to be done. This Gov-
ernment has gone through a reorganisation under a 
number of pieces of legislation—pieces that were all 
over the place—and brought them together and con-
solidated them in an omnibus style that provides more 
effective management, review, and regulation. 

I believe that, where this paper speaks to that, 
this should be followed through with. Absolutely. Be-
cause all the pieces that manage all the other little 
pieces of gaming and that a body, an appropriate 
regulatory management body, should be set up that 
can oversee what we already have, even contemplate 
perhaps different tax models for it. I am not saying 
that that is a gateway to the expansion of it. But we 
should manage what is there better, if there is an op-
portunity to do so. And if we can extract more taxation 
from what already exists, let us go there, too. 

So that is a component of this paper that . . . 
and if you look at the Tax and Legislative Study on 
pages 8 and 9, there is a mention of “Maximizing Sta-
bility in Tax and Regulatory Environment.” This is 
something that we should pursue. Irrespective of 
where we go with the actual expansion issue, we must 
do this, I believe, because that will provide a platform 
for better management. 

I am also, frankly, Mr. Acting Speaker, not 
against that there may be a future time, particularly 

because I am not going to ignore the issue of us ad-
vancing our tourism product. I do endorse and cer-
tainly support the statements by an Honourable Mem-
ber who spoke before the Finance Minister, who 
spoke about the other things that we need to contem-
plate around our visitor product. I think there is a lot of 
room there, and I think we are pursuing those things 
now.  

But we are, I hope, on the verge of seeing our 
Platinum Period get its engine back again and that we 
see advancement of tourism development. I do be-
lieve in this next generation of development of our 
tourism product it has to be different, and that if there 
is a necessity for us to come back to this issue, we 
should not faint from that because there may be a ne-
cessity for us to contemplate this again, even though it 
might not be that now is the right time. And I endorse 
the approach that it maybe is just not the right time for 
this. But a year from now or two years from now, it 
may be. And as the tourism product begins to ad-
vance and we begin to see infrastructure further come 
in place with the contemplated developments, we may 
need to discuss this issue again. And I do not think 
that we should faint from that. That is what leadership 
is about. We do not run from the tough issues and 
questions that are presented to you. 

So, Mr. Acting Speaker, I think I have been 
pretty clear. I am not comfortable with the issue of 
expansion right now. But it may need to be contem-
plated later, around gambling as an amenity for our 
visitors. I do not have any difficulty with our having to 
redress that at a later time. But right now, I have con-
cerns about it not being the right time. I have concerns 
about the expansion issue, period, at this juncture. 

But I would like to see us have a better tax 
and regulatory framework for the existing gambling 
platform so that we can look at how we manage it for 
the future, and it can be a better potential revenue 
earner for us, what already exists.  

Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. 
 
Mr. Acting Speaker: Thank you very much, Honour-
able Walter Roban, Minister for Health. 

Does any other member wish to speak to the 
Gaming Green Paper? 
 
Hon. K. H. Randolph Horton: Yes. Thank you. Thank 
you. 
 
Mr. Acting Speaker: I recognise the Honourable K. 
Randolph Horton. 
 
An Hon. Member: No. He was late. And he was late. 
 
Mr. Acting Speaker: I recognise the Honourable K. 
Randolph Horton. 
 
An Hon. Member: Take the injured first. 
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Hon. K. H. Randolph Horton: Thank you very much, 
Mr. Acting Speaker.  

Mr. Acting Speaker, first, I just want to say, 
you know, how pleased I am to be here and to be a 
part of this debate that is going on in regards to gam-
bling in Bermuda. 

Mr. Speaker, we have heard, I believe, very 
clear speeches from many Members who have come 
to their feet. The majority of those Members who have 
come to their feet actually, as I was listening, have 
indicated that they do not support the introduction of 
legalised gambling in Bermuda at this time. And so, 
Mr. Speaker, I, like most of the people who have spo-
ken, certainly do not agree with gambling being legal-
ised in Bermuda. I think we’ve heard several reasons 
along the way as to why one might take that position. 
I think that one of the things that is important to rec-
ognise as we discuss gambling is that as we have 
seen gambling expand in many other areas of the 
world. I believe this real expansion to a great extent 
can be attributed to the fact that those who have come 
forward with the plan to expand gambling in their vari-
ous constituencies and their various towns or in their 
various cities have indeed been very effective—very 
effective—in their manner of courting local business 
leaders who in many cases have just been tantalised 
by the promises that this legalised gambling would 
bring to tourism and to economic development in 
many communities. And I think that we have not heard 
those who are proponents of the legalised gambling 
coming into communities really articulate and spend 
the amount of time that should have been spent, I be-
lieve, in looking at what the social impacts are of 
gambling in any country.  

I think, let us come home, Mr. W. Let us come 
home to this little, wonderful spot that we call Ber-
muda. I think the thing that drives me and has driven 
me to take the position that I have taken, Mr. Speaker 
. . . And it all goes back to much of the experience I 
had as a high school principal, Mr. Speaker. Much of it 
has to do with values. It has to do with values. It has 
to do with vision. And it has to do with not allowing 
and courting vices. 

So when we talk about values, just let us look 
at us in this House making a decision that we are go-
ing to have legalised gambling in our country. What 
message does that give to our young people? In the 
education system we are teaching young people to 
grow up, to work hard to earn a dollar, you know, to 
study, to get an education. What this does is help lead 
people to say, Hey, maybe that is not necessary. 
Maybe I can just go down to the casino and drop a 
few dollars and come back with many more. What 
message are we giving to our young people? 

Mr. Speaker, we have in our country now 
young men running around shooting each other, 
young men running around burglarising properties in 
our country, young men running around carrying out 

these acts because we have not really—indeed, in our 
society—met their needs. And many of them, Mr. 
Speaker, are reaching out for hope. I believe that 
there is hope for them. But, Mr. Speaker, what an act 
like this will do is take the hope further away from 
these young men and young women. 

So, Mr. Speaker, as we look at gaming, at 
gambling, I should say, in this country, and as I look at 
the Report that came through, what I have not seen—
what I have not seen—and I think if we are going to 
make a decision, then this must be there. You know, 
there has really been an absence of good—Mr. Chair, 
good—scientific evidence concerning whether the 
benefits of legalised gambling outweigh the costs. We 
have certainly listened to a lot today about the costs. 
And we have heard many of our speakers, most of our 
speakers, get up and talk about the social impact and 
the costs. We heard that, you know, for every dollar 
that is spent on gaming, then it is four dollars that you 
need in order to right those people who may have be-
come addicted or who have problems with gambling. 
 And so there is not that scientific evidence to 
support the fact that there are greater benefits to the 
legalisation of gambling than the costs that are in-
curred. I think when we look at the gambling situation 
as well, and when we look at the costs, and when we 
look at who it costs—when we look at who it costs—
we talk about the $146 million, Mr. Speaker, that may 
come as a result of gambling. But the question is, how 
much does it cost the average Bermudian? How much 
will it cost a Bermudian in order for $146 million to be 
made from gambling? How much do they have to 
lose? There is a lot of money that has to be lost by 
people who cannot afford to lose it, in order to be able 
to make the $146 million that is being talked about in 
the report here, Mr. Speaker. 

I have concerns about the fact, also, that the 
Report says that . . . And the reason that the study 
was done is so that we could rejuvenate tourism. 
There is no question that tourism needs to be rejuve-
nated. And of course, the gambling industry, again, 
holds out the promise that if we have gambling, then 
we are going to see our economics expand in that 
area. But in doing some research, I came across 
some work where there was indication that no new 
gambling locale, however, has come close to imitating 
the Las Vegas model, in which an estimated 85 per 
cent of the profits come from out-of-state gamblers—
85 per cent of profits from out-of-state gamblers. Most 
gambling enterprises make their profits from the 
pockets of the local citizenry, thus merely transferring 
wealth from the community to the casino companies, 
many of which are located outside of the jurisdiction. 

In our case, of course, it would not be located 
outside of the jurisdiction, but certainly money would 
in fact be leaving our country. And we would also see 
what we might call the substitution effect coming into 
play. We talk about the substitution effect in that what 
people in Bermuda will do, will be to use money that 
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they have to gamble, rather than buying shoes for 
their children, you know, buying that actual book that 
they may need for school. So, this becomes, I believe, 
significantly—significantly—negative towards, and 
even more importantly, the poor people of our country. 

As we look at gambling and tourism, I was 
looking at a quote that indicated that the money that 
comes from tourism . . . A great amount of the money 
that comes through casinos comes from those people 
who are locals. It takes me to Singapore, because 
there was a mention about Singapore being a jurisdic-
tion which has just recently introduced gaming. I was 
looking at Straight Times. Straight Times is a publica-
tion out of Singapore, and one of the things that it did 
indicate in Straight Times in regards to the gambling, 
because the point was made in the Report about Sin-
gapore and the fact that Singapore had these strict 
rules, yet they were introducing gambling.  

But what it said was that there they are a bit 
concerned. Now, just read what it says. It says, “The 
surprisingly high number of Singaporian and perma-
nent-resident pointers has been noticed,” meaning 
that there is a high number. They expected it to be 
tourists, but there is a high number of Singaporians 
and permanent residents that has been noted. And it 
goes on to say, “Some analysts say this trend is wor-
rying. With this many locals at the casinos, are the 
foreigners coming?”  

Will the foreigners come because we have 
gambling in our country? 

There have been surveys we have heard, that 
25 per cent of people in America say that they will 
travel to a place because it has gambling. Certainly, 
that leaves 75 per cent of the people whom we can go 
after. We can go after and drive our attention towards 
the 75 per cent of the people who do not want, do not 
necessarily need to have gaming or gambling in the 
country that they visit. 

When we talk about the gambling . . . I mean, 
I just came back off of—well, not just. But I think it was 
over the Christmas holidays. I visited a resort in Costa 
Rica, a very luxurious resort at that. There was gam-
ing or gambling. There was gambling at the resort. I 
could tell you, I poked my head in that place, and it 
was dead. It was dead. The hotel was full. It was 
dead, and the hotel was full. 

So I wonder really whether you need to have 
gambling in order to increase tourists to our country. I 
submit that we do not. We do not need gambling in 
order to get more tourists to come into our country. 

So, Mr. Speaker, I would also like to turn to 
the question of casinos or gambling and crime, gam-
bling and crime. We have heard many comments ear-
lier today about the impact that gambling has . . . 
 
[Pause] 
 
[Hon. Stanley Lowe, Speaker, in the Chair] 

 
The Speaker: Carry on, Mr. Horton. 
 
Hon. K. H. Randolph Horton: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker.  

When we talk about gambling and crime, and 
we look . . . Mr. Speaker, the Honourable Member Mr. 
Scott mentioned about his being somewhere near At-
lantic City when Atlantic City started. Well, I’ve been 
to Rutgers University in New Jersey, just up the road. 
At the time, there were all kinds of promises being 
made to the people who live in Atlantic City about 
what casinos were going to do to their community. 
And you know, at that time Atlantic City was a city, all 
right. It was a slum city by the sea. All right? And 
some nine years after that, Mr. Chairman, it was a 
slum city by the sea with a casino. There was no 
change; it got worse—a slum city by the sea with ca-
sinos. 

So, we have to be careful. We have to be 
careful about the looking at all the bling, one might 
say, that comes from those who are driving hard that 
gambling should be coming to our shores and that the 
only way that we are going to improve tourism is 
through gambling. 

So I promised the Honourable Member, Mr. 
Butler, that I was not going to speak long. I have a lot 
of notes. I was going to speak for a long time. But I 
am not going to. 
 
The Speaker: I hope you were told a half-hour. 
 
Hon. K. H. Randolph Horton: But I am just going to 
say again— 
 
The Speaker: That’s what everybody gets. 
 
Hon. K. H. Randolph Horton: I am just going to say 
again that what it is, Mr. Speaker, more important than 
anything else, I believe, Mr. Speaker, if we want to 
teach our young people, right? We want to teach our 
young people, not that taking a gamble is the way to 
go. We want to teach our people that hard work is the 
way to go, that if you are going to make money, then 
you are making money by the sweat of your brow and 
not by going and sitting at a table and dropping down 
a dollar and hoping that you will get another one or 
another two back. 

Mr. Speaker, my final point is that the cost . . . 
Let us all remember, Mr. Speaker, that there is a 
heavy cost to our community. Much of it has been 
said already; I am not going to go through it all again. 
But there is a heavy cost to a community where gam-
bling comes into play. Then coming out of the gam-
bling, the gambling addictions, the crime, and the life 
that takes place in our country—our beautiful country, 
and we’re trying to get it back too, because we have 
gone by the wayside a little bit. We are not as beauti-
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ful as we once were. You know, people do not come 
here. People who come here now are concerned a 
little bit sometimes about coming. I remember when 
we used to talk about Bermuda and say, “Come to 
Bermuda because of its safety, because it is a gor-
geous place, beautiful seashore, great people, and 
safety.” People wanted to come to a place where 
there is safety. 

And one other point, Mr. Speaker, that I did 
not make, and I just want to point to this, is that I have 
not heard from international business owners now. I 
just wonder, what impact will opening gam-
ing/gambling have on international business, and 
whether international businesses will come? They 
have not spoken out yet. I certainly wonder. I have 
called a couple, and they have been very hesitant in 
the answers that they have given me, which gives me 
the feeling that maybe there is some concern, you 
know, about coming into a jurisdiction as small as 
Bermuda is and where gambling is legalised. There is 
no gambling in the Caymans right now or comparative 
. . . I think they are trying to get it there, I believe. I 
believe they are trying to get it there. But it is not there 
yet. 

So that is another concern that I have as to 
what impact . . . I was not able to come up with any 
answer. But it certainly was a concern because right 
now, whether we like it or not, international business 
is the real driving force of our economy. And we cer-
tainly do not need to do anything that is going to im-
pact that. Most importantly, we do not do anything that 
is going to negatively impact our young people, and all 
of the people who live in our country. 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Mr. Horton, the Honourable 
Member from Southampton West.  

I am going this side.  
I recognise the Honourable Member Dr. Gib-

bons from Paget East.  
Dr. Gibbons, you have the floor. 

 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. Mr. Speaker, let me start by saying that, 
frankly, at this point in the debate I have to wonder 
why we are actually here today, because—and I do 
not mean to be sarcastic in this at all, because we 
have heard a lot of passionate speeches, particularly 
from the Government side and, frankly, the majority of 
them are saying that they oppose gambling for Ber-
muda. And the one or two that essentially are Cabinet 
Ministers, sounded like they may not be so sure or are 
hedging their bets. 

I guess the question I have to ask is, didn’t 
this get discussed in caucus ahead of time? And at 
some point . . . I mean, I cannot believe after hearing 
what I have heard so far, Mr. Speaker, that we are 
going to see a White Paper or any legislation. 
 

Mr. Speaker: This is just the discussion paper, to get 
a feel for it. 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: I understand, Mr. 
Speaker.  

But, Mr. Speaker, I think, as my Honourable 
Leader Mr. Swan said, there is an issue of priorities 
here. We have a lot of other, dare I say, pressing is-
sues in this country right now. And if the majority on 
the Government Benches, and certainly most of us 
over here, are opposed to bringing gambling for Ber-
muda, why are we spending all this high-priced effort 
and time to actually debate it here? I guess that is the 
question I have to ask. 

So, as I said, I think this is a discussion paper. 
But I would find it very surprising after what I have 
heard if Government were to now bring forward, on 
the back of all this opposition to it, anything that 
looked like legislation or a White Paper that was sup-
porting it. Mr. Speaker, maybe that is just, as my 
friend Mr. Burgess used to say, just a country boy’s 
perspective. But there it is. 

Maybe the Government feels they have to do 
this because the hoteliers have asked for it and they 
need to go through the motions. But, Mr. Speaker, so 
far I have not seen anything except for what I would 
say would be very passionate opposition for many of 
the reasons we have been hearing here this evening. 
Our position has been pretty clear, Mr. Speaker. My 
honourable colleague, Kim Swan, mentioned it. We 
just simply do not see that introducing or expanding 
gambling in Bermuda is in the best interests of this 
community. And we understand and are very sympa-
thetic to the plight that many hoteliers find themselves 
in. But like a lot of other speakers, we have put forth a 
number of ideas, and we think there are much better 
ways to go, rather than rolling the dice and taking this 
very desperate step to introduce gambling, with all the 
other issues that it, I think, as Honourable Members 
have said, brings—very negative issues as well. 

Mr. Speaker, I was quite interested, because I 
was going back through some of my files. And last 
time we had quite a discussion about this was when 
the former premier brought forward legislation to es-
sentially reduce the gambling that was taking place in 
the form of slot machines and some of the other activ-
ity that was going on back in 2004. I looked back in 
my files, and what was interesting . . . at the time, we 
acknowledged then that there were obviously feelings 
and perspectives on both sides of this community, on 
both sides of the gambling issue. But we called at that 
point—and it’s germane to this Green Paper—we 
called for a blue-chip commission composed of credi-
ble members of the community from different back-
grounds to undertake a comprehensive review of 
gambling for Bermuda, to look at both the economic 
and the social issues at the time. 

We also said that the commission should be 
empowered to hire a professional firm to undertake 
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the research and due diligence to produce a compre-
hensive—and I emphasise unbiased—report for Ber-
muda. We went on to say that we would publish it, we 
would encourage debate, and then we would look to 
the people because of the issue which, as many have 
said, would be game changing, both from a social 
perspective, principally, but possibly, in terms of the 
way Bermuda is. We would look to the people to make 
up their minds as well through a referendum. 

I think some people might say, Well, isn’t that 
what you’ve got here? And the answer is, I do not 
think so, because in many respects this Green Paper . 
. . I mean, the last thing I would call it would be an 
unbiased report. Certainly, the task force was not a 
representative group if it could come to the conclusion 
that there was no opposition to gaming in Bermuda. 

Many Members will be aware that back in the 
mid-1990s, President Clinton at the time set up a 
gaming commission. It was called the National Gam-
bling Impact Study Commission, and it reported in 
1996. And that was, I think, really what we were think-
ing about at the time, because that commission did 
have a very diverse representation, those that were 
obviously from the gaming industry and those that had 
seen the social and other perspectives of gambling in 
America at that time. 

Interestingly enough, Mr. Speaker, it recom-
mended, because of the proliferation and because of 
the steep price of gambling, that the United States 
pause at that point in any further expansion of gam-
bling. Indeed, it is where that comment comes. In fact, 
it was in the United [States] paper that what the re-
search indicates is that it usually costs the taxpayers 
at least three dollars and higher, for every dollar that 
is earned through taxes. And that came out of that 
Clinton commission on gambling at the time. 

Now, a number of speakers have said about 
the Green Paper itself—and I have to say I shared this 
view, and I was quite sympathetic to it—it is more like 
a sales document. In fact, when I started to read it, I 
said, This is like a stock offering prospectus. This is 
not a Green Paper. I mean, Mr. Speaker, I have never 
seen a Green Paper that has a disclaimer in the mid-
dle of it. This is on page 28. It basically says, “Al-
though we believe that the expectations in these re-
ports are reasonable, any or all of the estimates or 
projections in this report may prove to be incorrect.” It 
goes on to say they take no liability, no liability what-
soever for the contents of this report. 

This is not a Green Paper, Mr. Speaker. This 
is simply a consultant’s report that the Government 
has put forward here. There is no balance. This is not 
an unbiased document. I was also very interested, 
when I get a document like this . . . And by the way, 
those stock offerings are often called, or they used to 
be called “red herrings,” for a good reason. But when 
you get a document like this, you say, Who is behind 
it? And I am not talking about necessarily the Gov-

ernment that commissioned it here. But I was inter-
ested in the principals of the Innovation Group. 

And it does not take too long, Mr. Speaker . . . 
And this is simply one of the things that popped up on 
the Internet, and I am sure other Honourable Mem-
bers probably saw this as well. The chairman and 
CEO is a gentleman by the name of Steve Rittvo. As it 
is announced here, in going onto the board of direc-
tors of the company called GameTech, it says that 
“the Innovation Group, a gambling hospitality and lei-
sure industry consulting firm that Mr. Rittvo cofounded 
in 1993 . . . In his various roles with the Innovation 
Group, Mr. Rittvo has advised and participated in 
gaming studies for clients ranging from the Caesar’s 
Entertainment, MGM Mirage, Pinnacle, Mandalay 
Bay, Isle of Capri, Harrah’s, Trump Hotels and Casi-
nos, as well as numerous Native American tribes.” It 
goes on to say he has also worked with some gov-
ernment agencies as well. 

But, Mr. Speaker, this is not an individual who 
comes necessarily with an open mind. This is an indi-
vidual and a company which has worked very hard to 
get gambling and gaming into a lot of jurisdictions, 
working on behalf of the gambling industry here. I 
thought it was interesting, because when I actually 
read the Green Paper study here, if I can put it this 
way, I didn’t get a sense that it was thorough in the 
context of Bermuda. I got the sense that what we 
were getting here was, obviously, this company has 
been putting out these reports year after year for vari-
ous clients, principally, Indian reservations and others, 
but putting out these studies. 

So we got what I would call kind of a canned 
report here, because when you start to even scratch 
the surface here and you specifically say, Well, you 
know, does this really have a bearing on Bermuda? 
and when an exit poll basically—and this was done 
and came out in actually January of this year—when 
an exit poll, as it was reported in the Gazette, says 
that 60 per cent of our visitors (the people who were 
polled) . . . When 60 per cent of our visitors said that a 
casino would make the island less appealing, and that 
two-thirds of visitors polled during the summer months 
said they would not go to a casino if one was available 
on the island, I start to say to myself, Well, you know, 
as one Honourable Member said, first do no harm. 
Have we taken the time—because clearly this Innova-
tion Group has not—to look at the market segment we 
have got already here to make sure that we are not 
going to destroy the business that we have already by 
bringing in something which is, as they have de-
scribed it  
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: —this Innovation 
Group has not—to look at the market segment we 
have got already here to make sure that we are not 
going to destroy the business that we have already by 
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bringing in something which, as they have described 
it, makes Bermuda less appealing? 

So there are issues like this that I think . . . 
We have gotten some numbers. They have plugged in 
some models. But quite frankly, Mr. Speaker—and I 
will get back to this in a minute—the general sense is 
that, while you can run numbers through a model, and 
as I have said, I have described this almost like a 
stock offering, a prospectus, we have seen many of 
these. And what they tend to do is, they over-promise 
and they under-deliver. Whenever people write busi-
ness plans, which is really what this is, they obviously 
have to make it as attractive as they possibly can. 

And when you start to look at some of the 
numbers, particularly for visitors that you have to get 
here, and when you look at some of the assumptions, 
as my honourable colleague John Barritt said, and the 
“if’s” that go all through this thing, you start to realise 
fairly quickly that this is a—I guess the nice way to put 
it, Mr. Speaker, would be a very, very optimistic 
document. 

What I also found interesting, when I started 
to look at some of the other jurisdictions, there is this 
sort of prevalent sense here—and we have been talk-
ing about it to quite a great degree today—that there 
is a lot of money to be made and that everybody will 
be rolling in cash. But when you start to look at some 
of the examples and some of the issues, this is not a 
group that has necessarily seen an economic bo-
nanza. 

One of the most popular and successful casi-
nos in Connecticut, for example, cropped up in the 
Financial Times back in December under the head-
line, “Default Raises Stakes for Tribal Casinos.” And it 
goes on to say that “Foxwoods [and I think a number 
of Bermudians have been there; I have not, Mr. 
Speaker, I have been in other casinos] announced 
back in December that it was very likely that it would 
not make a full interest payment on $500 million of 
notes, which will result in a default.” Okay? This is 
what has been seen as a very successful casino. 
Foxwoods has a huge following on the East Coast, 
particularly the Northeast. It was talking about going 
into default in December. 
 Now, I did not look to see whether they had 
managed to pull the irons out of the fire at the last 
minute or not. But the Financial Times report goes on 
to say, “Smaller tribal casinos have defaulted, but the 
size of the Foxwoods debt has drawn attention.” 

I am in the Bahamas probably three to four 
times a year because, as I have said before in the 
House, I have some insurance interests down there. 
The archetype of successful casinos, successful re-
sorts, is always Atlantis, Mr. Speaker. But again, an-
other piece in the Financial Times, going back to the 
end of last year . . . And I know this for a fact.  Atlantis 
laid off 10 per cent of their employees of a workforce 
of about 8,000. Almost 1,000 employees were laid off 
last year, Mr. Speaker, by Atlantis. And a number of 

other places, like Sandals Royal Bahamian, laid off a 
number. Wyndham Nassau Resorts and Crystal Pal-
ace Casino either closed or essentially were laying off 
staff on a regular basis. The Bahamas, obviously, with 
their strong gambling component, was down some 15 
per cent at the end of last year.  

Others have talked about Las Vegas and the 
foreclosures, the absolute cratering of the housing 
market there. The point being, Mr. Speaker, casinos 
are not the economic bonanza that I think a number of 
people have suggested they are. This is the kind of 
thing that I think needs to come out to a larger degree.  

Louisiana is mentioned in the Report, and 
there are some interesting pieces on Louisiana there 
as well. Following up and doing a little bit of work, as I 
know a number of Honourable Members did, I came 
across a piece from the New York Times back in June 
1994. Basically, this was just after the oil bust, and 
Louisiana was very involved; New Orleans was very 
involved, obviously, in oil at that time and refineries. 
But after the oil bust, and Louisiana and New Orleans 
were looking for a way to try and get the economy 
picked up, there was great hope being placed in land-
based casinos in downtown New Orleans at the time. 
In fact, there was a new governor who just came in, 
Edwin Edwards. 
 Lo and behold, Mr. Speaker, there was a 
quote here from Steve Rittvo in a June 12, 1994, New 
York Times article. He was commenting on some of 
the critics at the time who were warning New Orleans 
about it. The critics were saying that “a culmination of 
back-scratching politics and boatloads of casino 
money is creating the potential for a corruption that is 
off the charts even by Louisiana standards.”  

Mr. Rittvo’s comment—and he is the Chair-
man and CEO of the Innovation Group—was, “‘These 
are highly regulated companies,’ said Steve Rittco, a 
gambling consultant in New Orleans. ‘They will not 
take the chance in doing something that is illegal or 
really unethical for fear they’re going to lose their li-
censes in other locations. I do not think we’ve done 
anything wrong. I think we’ve been flamboyant.’” 

Fast forward, Mr. Speaker, to a piece in the 
Chicago Tribune in November of 2004. At that point, 
Louisiana and New Orleans had gone through this 
cycle. But it’s quite interesting. The reason it is in the 
Chicago Tribune is because Chicago was thinking 
about doing a casino convention center at the time. 
But the article begins by saying, “Expectations for fi-
nancial salvation were sky high back in 1992 when 
Louisiana, still smarting from the oil bust, cleared the 
way for construction of a land-based casino in down-
town New Orleans. Today the winnings on that bet 
seem paltry compared with the pot of money, jobs, 
and tourism that casino proponents had promised.” It 
goes on to talk about that full-time casino employment 
was less than a quarter of the jobs that were promised 
at the time. Annual gaming revenues back in 1994, 
minus payouts to winners, were in the neighbourhood 
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actually of $300 million at the casino. This was $200 
million to $900 million less than was projected by vari-
ous bidders. The New Orleans casino slipped into 
bankruptcy twice, and had to come back to the legisla-
ture there to get significant tax and operating conces-
sions from the state in order to be able to survive. 

And lo and behold, Mr. Speaker, not only was 
Governor Edwards indicted and in jail at the time, but 
so was his son, who are both serving prison sen-
tences for racketeering and fraud in relation to the 
awarding of Riverboat Casino licenses. 

Mr. Speaker, I think you know, as my honour-
able colleague Mr. Barritt said, all that glitters is not 
gold.  

Mr. Rittvo was quoted again in this article, and 
said, “The mistake was failing to adequately take into 
account potential competition from Riverboat Casi-
nos.”  

Mr. Rittvo, I think, was quite wise to say he 
takes no liability for this Green Paper or for his con-
sulting report, and certainly the disclaimer is quite 
clear that you cannot count on the numbers in this 
Report. And I think if you take the Louisiana and New 
Orleans situation, I think it gives us a good idea of 
why. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, I think we all understand 
that there are some casinos, certainly, that have made 
money. But I think one of the issues that we have got 
right now is that there are casinos everywhere. And 
based on the visitors that we have got here, and as 
others have said, the 75 per cent of tourists who ap-
parently do not require a casino in order to come to a 
jurisdiction, I think there is a lot of scope here without 
going down this particular road. 
The question about international business is a very 
good one. That is something else this Report probably 
should have had a look at. What are the down sides 
there, if we have to start to begin to have significant 
problems in Bermuda with respect to casinos and de-
faults and problems of that sort? It is pretty clear, Mr. 
Speaker, from what we are hearing—and I do not 
need to go into it—that the down sides, the social 
down sides can be extreme. And I think you just need 
to read some of the articles from a very credible publi-
cation like the Economist. You can go back and you 
can read President’s Clinton’s gaming commission 
report to know that those that do start to create prob-
lems can have an enormous impact, not only across 
their families, but across businesses as well, because 
when people start to get into trouble—that is, problem 
gamblers and those who make mistakes—they start to 
try and hide it by embezzling and by looking for 
money all around them. That creates additional knock-
on problems, not only for the community, certainly, but 
for businesses as well. 

So, I guess from my perspective, I think we 
almost find ourselves in a desperate situation here. Or 
at least I think the Government does. And I think to 

see casino gambling as somehow part of the cure 
here, I think really, as other Members have said, it is a 
diversion from the very basic hard work that needs to 
be done to our tourism product here. And to simply 
suggest that bringing casino gambling is going to 
solve that and ignore all the other issues that it brings, 
I think is certainly very, very shortsighted. 

We are left with this gambling proposal from 
the Government, principally from the Premier. And in 
many respects, Mr. Speaker, it almost sounds like 
here we have a hard-luck gambler who started with a 
big pile of chips, and now has played the table 
poorly—and that is the way our tourism product has 
gone over the last few years—and has frittered away 
the money. And what we are seeing here is a last, 
desperate attempt to try and bring tourism back again. 

My personal sense, Mr. Speaker, is that this 
Government, at least on this issue, has run out of gas 
and ideas, and we are left with some very difficult is-
sues here. Mr. Speaker, I do not think I need to repeat 
a lot of the other things that people have said. Clearly, 
this is the wrong direction. Most people on the Gov-
ernment side seem to feel the same way as well, and 
certainly we do on this side of the House as well.  

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Dr. Gibbons, the Honour-
able Member from Paget East.  

Are there any further speakers who want to 
speak on the Green Paper on Gaming for Bermuda?  

I now recognise the honourable Member, Mr. 
D. Butler, from Warwick North East.  

Mr. Butler, you have the floor, sir. 
 
Hon. Dale D. Butler: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Good 
evening.  

Earlier this evening I believe we heard an 
Honourable Member state that he did not get involved 
in gambling in any way. Then when he was pressured 
and asked if he played Crown and Anchor, he says, 
Okay, just once. That happens, Mr. Speaker, to be the 
Bermuda problem. On a regular basis when you ask, 
Where are you going on holiday?, you get [whispers], 
I’m going to Las Vegas, but don’t tell anybody. 
 
[Laughter] 
 
The Speaker: Lost your notes? 
 
Hon. Dale D. Butler: No, that’s what they say, Mr. 
Speaker. I am sure you heard me, Mr. Speaker.  

They say, Mr. Speaker, I’m going to Las Ve-
gas. But don’t tell anybody. I’m not going to go into 
casinos and I’m not going to gamble.  

But this is your sixth trip.  
Yeah, yeah, but I don’t use the casinos.” And 

that is what you get. 
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What we need is some honesty, so I will be 
honest, Mr. Speaker, with you tonight, because I am 
in trouble, a role model. I like Crazy Eights! And I like 
Old Maid, Mr. Speaker. That is part of my generation. 
And Jacks and Deuces, that is part of my generation, 
Mr. Speaker.  

Mr. Speaker, I have played some Crown and 
Anchor. And I do enjoy bingo, and Black Jack is my 
favorite. It is not my profession. I do play the pools, 
Mr. Speaker, and, Mr. Speaker, when I was in univer-
sity I did play the horses. 
 
The Speaker: This sounds like Sunday morning con-
fession. 
 
[Laughter] 
 
Hon. Dale D. Butler: No. It is called the truth, Mr. 
Speaker. That is what it is.  

Mr. Speaker, I have bet on the World Cup. 
And Mr. Speaker, I want to tell everyone that at all of 
these activities, I did not see any shows, free drinks at 
the Crown and Anchor table, or pretty girls at the 
Crazy Eights table. Mr. Speaker, I even have some 
coined bets in the community.  

I have a two-dollar bet that the Premier is go-
ing in October. I have a one-dollar bet that Argentina 
is going to win the World Cup, and I have a 50-cent 
bet that Darius Tucker is going to join  the PLP. 
 
[Laughter] 
 
Hon. Dale D. Butler: But, Mr. Speaker, when you ask 
Bermudians, very often you get a quiet whisper and a 
denial, which can be a little bit confusing. I am de-
lighted that we did get the Report, we did have people 
from overseas come in and share their expertise. So 
we have done everything correctly in trying to educate 
the public, educate the Parliament, bring the facts and 
figures. You may disagree, but at least we have some 
substance here tonight, Mr. Speaker. 

But the big question is raised, and was raised 
earlier this year by the Honourable Premier, whom I 
have a two-dollar bet on, when the Premier said, Are 
we in the business? it was a big question. And we do 
not like answering big questions in this country. The 
Premier went to St. George’s, Mr. Speaker, and said, 
If we don’t widen the channel and deepen the chan-
nel, we can’t find you a cruise ship. And the people 
said no, so the Premier left and asked, Are we really 
in the tourism business? Four years later, the people 
said, We want the ship! What do we have to do to get 
one?  

You have to deepen the channel.  
Oh, nobody told us.  
Yes, I did, four years ago. 
So what am I saying, Mr. Speaker? That be-

cause of our values that we had of playing Crazy 
Eights and Jacks and Deuces, groomed by 120 

churches in this community, we have certain values, 
Mr. Speaker, that may lead us in the direction of say-
ing no. It may very well come back to haunt this coun-
try when the younger generation who do not have the 
same foundation that we have—who have no fears, 
have no hang-ups, have no worries, are not worried 
about pleasure, are mainly concerned about them-
selves, do not see any issues with telling the truth that 
they enjoy casinos, they enjoy drinking, they enjoy 
smoking, they enjoy those things that we say no to—
the next group of legislators, will be here saying yes. 

Well, that is the next group of legislators. This 
group of legislators are saying no. So I have to ask my 
constituents, being I bet two dollars and a dollar and 
50 cents here—I had to ask them, Well, what do you 
think? And what did they say? Well, Mr. Speaker, they 
said yes. But that was only . . . And I will give the per-
centage at the end. I said, Why? I knocked on doors. I 
mailed, had clinics, delivered notes as late as last 
night, went and picked them up this morning. And a 
number said . . . And I’ll give that number of Warwick 
North East constituency 25, the good people in that 
parish said, It’s good for tourists, for the tourist trade. 
And others said, It’s good for the tourist trade, but we 
want some provisions.  

Like what?  
Well, if you give us 90 per cent of the profits, 

I’ll have them. But they will not say that loud. Others 
said, Well, it will increase our tax revenue. Some oth-
ers said, Well, yes, have them one at Southampton 
and one at Elbow and one in St. George’s, I guess 
when the hotel comes. Others said, Well, yes, but will 
it be totally run by the government or will it be a part-
nership? Will it be regulated? Will I have shares? How 
will the public benefit directly? Will the public get a 
check each month? 

But, you know, if you can work all that out, 
yes. Well, others have said yes, but they were con-
cerned about allowing children in, Mr. Speaker. And a 
number had, as I have stated, reservations and raised 
concerns that Trump gambling casinos, for example . . 
. They quoted—I do not know if this is true or not, but 
they quoted that they were having difficulty and may 
very well be bankrupt. And so I am thankful that this is 
the group, 15 per cent, that said yes. About 10 per 
cent said no, but they had all these conditions about 
that. So 75 per cent said no. 
Mr. Speaker, I support the request for a referendum 
so we could really hear if my little survey of 1,200 
people with about maybe 400 e-mail responses, tele-
phone calls, knocking on doors, et cetera, represents 
the entire community. That way, the butcher, the 
baker, the candlestick maker, the Old Mother Hub-
bard, Little Jack Horner who sat in the corner, they all 
have their say. Which leads to, Mr. Speaker—yes, to 
our churches, because they are part of that commu-
nity to have a say. They would have a direct say as 
well. 
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But as it stands now, Mr. Speaker, in having 
visited almost every country that was mentioned in the 
Report, from Cyprus to Puerto Rico and Monaco and 
USA, Chile, UK, Denmark, all of whom have casinos . 
. . And, yes, I went to all of them. Some I played in, 
oh, a 10-dollar wager here, just to sit around, look, 
see how they operate. What do people do? You have 
to be constantly observing, not like the church people 
who never go into pubs. They will not know what’s 
going on in pubs when pubs are open. You can see 
their people are decent and kind and nice and nobody 
is in there fighting. You need to know what is going on 
in your community, so I went in and I took a look. 

Mr. Speaker, and all of them, in fact—I was 
very impressed when they said in Macau—sheesh, 
they were taking in, I think it was like a half-a-billion 
dollars in profits, massive amounts of money from the 
rich Chinese. Twenty-six million people, I think they 
told me, visit the place. It seemed incredible, just a 
little rock—26 million. Incredible! So they claimed that 
it was a benefit to them. I said, Interesting.  

So, Mr. Speaker, having canvassed the good 
people of Warwick who have, based on the results 
that they have given me, said no, although as an indi-
vidual I do not have a problem with casinos here, I 
feel I have to represent my constituents. After all, that 
is why we are sent here. And I did what they asked. 
They could never say in my area that, We elect you, 
and you don’t even come back and ask us. In fact, 
people were most appreciative. I have never had so 
many bowls of soup and Dark and Stormies—yes, I 
had one or two. 
 
[Laughter] 
 
Hon. Dale D. Butler: And sat down and been chased 
by dogs to get their feedback in order to be able to 
say, Yes, I represent you. Everyone, without excep-
tion, was thankful and grateful that I wrote them and 
canvassed them and phoned them and stopped them 
in the street, and said, I know who you are. I represent 
you. Where do you stand on the issue? And while the 
yes’s are 15 per cent, the no’s are 75 per cent, with 
that, Mr. Speaker, the people of Warwick have asked 
me to express their conditions to you. I have indicated 
my personal view. But as their representative, I would 
have no alternative but to vote no.  

Thank you. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Mr. Butler, the Honourable 
Member from Warwick North East.  

I now recognise the Honourable Member, 
Mrs. Gordon-Pamplin, from Paget West.  

Mrs. Gordon-Pamplin has the floor. 
 
Mrs. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker.  

Mr. Speaker, Bermuda is known by a lot of 
people from distant as being a pearl in the midst of the 
Atlantic. But to hear the representations that are made 
by some of our younger people who are coming be-
hind us and whose interests we have to take to heart 
and whose path we are set here to direct, would tell 
you that Bermuda is a destination for the newlywed 
and the nearly-dead. 

So I would say, Mr. Speaker, that one of the 
things that any government is tasked to do is to en-
sure that there is vibrancy and life in the country. That 
vibrancy helps to assist with respect to job creation, a 
free flow when it comes to the economy, and an inter-
est in the product that we have to offer. We have had 
the study of the Green Paper which has been pre-
sented to us. And as many people have said earlier, it 
appears to be a biased one-sided predetermined 
study by people who were perhaps thinking that they 
were giving to the Government what they were asking 
for. 

We do not know the specific terms and condi-
tions under which this particular group was selected 
and the terms of reference that were specified to 
them, other than what they have said in the paper, 
that might have given them the thought that said, We 
can give Bermuda a paper which, on the face of it, will 
satisfy what we think they want to hear, and at the 
end, basically throw up our hands with a total dis-
claimer, saying, ‘But don’t rely on this, because the 
information that we have given you may or may not be 
accurate, could or could not manifest itself and we 
take absolutely no responsibility.’ 

Now, when that approach comes, Mr. 
Speaker, that gives us on this side cause for concern.  
I believe it was articulated—and I am not going to go 
into a lot of the studies.  All of us in the preparation for 
this debate have gone into tedious and extra work and 
research in order to be able to present a balanced and 
fair view of this particular subject and this topic. I 
would say that when we have an organisation such as 
the group that prepared the Green Paper, who came 
up with the type of product for—I am assuming they 
were paid. If they were paid for their study, I think we 
need to go back and get a refund. We would expect, 
as the people of Bermuda, Mr. Speaker, a balanced 
representation that really honed down on the pro’s 
and con’s. 

When I say that I recognise the representa-
tions made by our young people that Bermuda is lack-
ing something, we need vibrancy—yes, we do. The 
genesis of this Green Paper is such that we wanted to 
ensure that our tourism product is more representative 
of the numbers that we can get in order to be able to 
stimulate both the economy and interest in our country 
for what it has to offer. 

The Green Paper has come back and sug-
gested that the extension of gaming as we presently 
know it is perhaps, albeit not the panacea, but it is a 
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partial solution to a problem that Bermuda is experi-
encing. 

Mr. Speaker, when you look at all of the innu-
endos that surround this paper, and the specific rep-
resentations that have been made by the Premier in 
his introduction that nobody says that Bermudians 
would not participate, nobody says that all the money 
would go to foreign vested interests, notwithstanding 
that we have asked for RFPs from first-class shakers 
and movers in the business who would then be re-
quired to put a proposal on the table in which Ber-
mudians can participate. But, Mr. Speaker, the truth 
be told, Bermudian participation in an environment in 
which an RFP is opened up to say “Let us also have 
your input” would suggest to me that when one under-
stands the complexities of the operations of a casino, 
that is something that requires megabucks to get off 
the ground. 

So if we are suggesting that for Bermudian 
participation the average person who may have 
$1,000 in their savings account might be able to invest 
this money into this conglomerate in order to achieve 
a proper financing of a casino product, that they will 
be able to get their dividends out at the end of a quar-
ter, it is not going to happen. They are going to need 
megabucks. And who are those Bermudians who will 
participate, who will have the megabucks in order to 
put in? I do not believe that you need a rocket scien-
tist, Mr. Speaker, to understand that some of those 
who have already managed to get the lion’s share of 
whatever contracts have been going, who are in the 
position . . . and not just government contracts, but 
who have been able to put themselves in the position 
through their own business environments to be able to 
achieve the type of wealth that would be required as a 
capital investment to make any significant impact—
that that is not your average person, your average Joe 
in the street.  So we need to ensure that that is 
brought to the table at the outset. 

Mr. Speaker, I think that it is important that the 
premise under which the former Premier, the Honour-
able Member Alex Scott, operated his government—
and perhaps to his detriment in the final analysis—
was to make haste slowly. But I believe that in this 
environment, and for this particular cause, if we must 
move forward, Mr. Speaker, we must make haste 
slowly. 

I spoke at the outset about the deficiencies 
that exist in the tourism product in terms of the num-
bers of people. And I do know that the Hotel Associa-
tion, according to representation that was made by 
Norman Mastalir to a public town hall meeting that we 
caused to be conducted 10 days ago, said that “the 
BHA was fully in support and were excited at the 
prospect that government was listening and was con-
sidering this option.” 

Now, Mr. Speaker, the one thing that Mr. 
Mastalir said that stood out to me rather poignantly 
was that he recognises that this paper and this step 

was not the panacea and would not be the silver bullet 
for the industry. It would, however, in his estimation, 
create a little bit of extra excitement. Now, Mr. 
Speaker, I am going to speak to that excitement be-
cause I do not like . . . When I tell people that I live in 
Bermuda, I am proud to be Bermudian. I am proud to 
live here. And I am proud of the country that we have 
at our disposal. And I like to share it with as many 
people as possible. As recently as today I received a 
letter from a lady whom I met just in passing in an air-
port two months ago. She sent me a note saying that 
she is considering coming to Bermuda. It came to my 
desk as I went back to my office at lunchtime. So I 
have not even had the opportunity to respond. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Mrs. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: But I am always, 
Mr. Speaker, ensuring that the opportunities exist so 
that anybody who wants to come to this country has 
the chance to bolster our tourism numbers, which is 
obviously the basis under which this Green Paper has 
been advanced, the improvement of the tourism prod-
uct. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, the question that I have to 
ask of the hotels, first and foremost, before we start 
going down the slippery slope of no return . . . Be-
cause, you know, Mr. Speaker, like a locomotive, 
once it starts down the track and it starts slowly, once 
it gathers steam and it is on full stride, it is very diffi-
cult to change direction. So we have to acknowledge 
that if this is likely to be the end result, that the Gov-
ernment feels that our country has to go down that 
route, it is irreversible. We have to acknowledge that. 
So before we get to that stage of the point of no re-
turn, Mr. Speaker, I think that the onus is on the peo-
ple who are asking each Member of this Honourable 
House to take a drastic step, which could be . . . I 
guess it could be, if you look at the possible outcome, 
it could almost be catastrophic if we do not get it right. 

So we want to make sure and make haste 
slowly with every consideration.  

I think that the onus for the betterment and the 
improvement of tourism has got to be on the hotels. 
Do not say, Bring me a casino. Then we can bring you 
some entertainment. And then we can bring you some 
acts and nightclubs. You know, sort of fill out the pic-
ture. I am suggesting, Mr. Speaker, try those other 
things first. Bring the nightclubs and the foreign acts 
and the whatever-you-feel-is-necessary. Utilise our 
local talent. Let’s do, as the Honourable Finance Min-
ister mentioned in her presentation, give us something 
to leave the House early for on a Friday night to go 
and shake a leg before you can go home. Make it in-
viting. Make it exciting. And if it is exciting and inviting 
to us, we can then sell that product to others who 
would want to come and participate. 

Once we have tried everything and the hotels 
have utilised their best efforts to make sure that their 
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vibrancy is guaranteed, then—and only then—if it still 
fails, Mr. Speaker . . . and also, may I add, that in-
cludes investment in their physical plant. Now, what 
we are not . . . What I do not believe that any Member 
in this Honourable House is prepared to do is to stick 
our necks out for the benefit of the hotels, who then 
have not done everything possible to help themselves. 
Some of the rooms, if you go into some of the hotels, 
Mr. Speaker—let us just say they leave a bit to be de-
sired. That has to be the starting point. 

Mr. Speaker, one thing we have to be per-
fectly clear about is that almost every hotel that exists 
in our environment has a brother or sister hotel 
somewhere else. And if the chips are really, really 
down, and it is not financially viable, that hotel chain 
will pull the plug just as easily on Bermuda as they 
would in any other location that does not create a bal-
ance and a contribution to their business plan. And if 
that be the case, Mr. Speaker, we will end up with an-
other white elephant sitting in the midst of somewhere 
that ends up being closed down. 

So when we start to look at the concept of ca-
sinos, Mr. Speaker, we want to consider it very, very 
carefully. I would think that that would be the last 
thing, and not the first thing, that one would look at to 
try to regenerate a failing industry. The industry . . . 
The Government has taken a concerted . . . The Gov-
ernment has taken the position, and rightly so—well, 
let us just say rightly or wrongly because I am not in 
the tourism industry. I can look at it from an outsider’s 
perspective. And I would suggest, perhaps, that those 
people who know best about tourism, perhaps by way 
of a tourism authority to which my honourable col-
league alluded earlier, may be the ones who can ad-
vance this argument a little better. But what I would 
say is that, if those people who are involved in tourism 
are the ones who are able to put their heads together 
and determine how best we ought to go, with their 
investment coming first, let us do that before we jump 
off of the cliff without abseiling equipment. 

Mr. Speaker, I believe that we have to look at 
some of the jurisdictions where gaming is their raison 
d’être. And we look to places such as people have 
mentioned earlier. You look at places . . . And I am 
coming close to us. I am not talking about the Euro-
pean model and the Monte Carlo model because, 
truth be told, I have never experienced the Monte 
Carlo model and I do not know. But I can speak to the 
Las Vegas model, and I can tell you that more re-
cently the decline in jobs in Las Vegas has been . . . It 
has just been cataclysmic. The decline in house val-
ues and the economy in Las Vegas have had the fall-
out from the world fall-off in the economy, but it has hit 
them even greater than anywhere else. 

In addition, Mr. Speaker, I can tell you that in 
Atlantic City there was a project called Revel, which 
was J. P. Morgan Chase, who were the financiers of 
record. They started this with great aplomb. It was 

going to be the biggest and best and the newest and 
the most exciting concept that they had in Atlantic 
City. And what happened? They have got to the point 
where the gates have closed, the project has come to 
a screeching halt because the developers have pulled 
out. They are now hoping and praying for the Chinese 
to come in to give them the financing to finish that par-
ticular project. 

So, Mr. Speaker, if the . . . And one other ex-
ample, the Wynn—the Wynn is one of the most luxu-
rious hotels, in my estimation, in Las Vegas, next to, I 
suppose, the Bellagio. But I believe the person who 
actually developed the Wynn was part and parcel of 
the development of the Bellagio. Now, the Wynn . . . 
When I say “luxury,” Mr. Speaker, I mean luxury. I 
have stayed one night at the Wynn. 
 
An Hon. Member: That is all you could afford, right? 
 
[Laughter] 
 
Mrs. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: That is all I could 
afford, was one night. And I stayed there.  

And you go through that door, Mr. Speaker, 
and you have your remote control drapes that open 
and close your door. You have your remote control 
that brings your television and positions it to how you 
want to view it, whether you want to view it from the 
sitting area of your room or whether you want to view 
it from your bed. Everything is remotely controlled. 
The ambiance of that place is second to none. The 
restaurants are first class. And that is the type of envi-
ronment that one would want. 

But, Mr. Speaker, Steve Wynn is suggesting 
that he is taking his operations out of Las Vegas, and 
he is moving them over to Macau. He is going to 
move those over to Macau. So my question has to be 
that, if those people, who are expert in this area, 
whose raison d’être is casinos and gaming—if they 
cannot manage to get the right combination, what 
makes us so arrogant to believe that here in Bermuda 
we are going to be able to do it successfully? When 
the people who have the dollars behind them cannot 
seem to get the support to keep their projects going, 
where is ours going to come from? And once we 
make that decision, Mr. Speaker, where will it stop? 

We took the time, Mr. Speaker, as part and 
parcel of our research, to have some town hall meet-
ings and to elicit information and feedback from peo-
ple. And I think the one most powerful presentation 
that was made was made by one member of the panel 
in our town hall meeting that we held last week Thurs-
day night, who operated a small gaming establish-
ment prior to the legislation that took away the ambi-
ent gaming machine. And in representing his position, 
he was actually quite disturbed that the Government, 
in formulating this Green Paper, did not come to the 
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people who were involved in the industry to gather 
their opinions and their input. 

But the one thing that he said that not only hit 
home to me, Mr. Speaker, but frightened the life out of 
me, was when he actually said that “the clientele who 
supported my business were not your high rollers,” as 
I believe the Honourable Member [Everard] Bob Rich-
ards mentioned earlier. It was not your high rollers. It 
was the lower . . . He says it was the ladies who came 
out after midnight, for the most part, many of whom 
would come with $20 to $50, and this was their enter-
tainment. 

And I accepted that, Mr. Speaker, because I 
will make—not a disclaimer. I will tell you at the out-
set: I will go at times and sit in front of a draw-poker 
machine, and with nothing else to do, I could be there 
four, five, six hours and not even realise the time has 
gone by. That is a game I enjoy playing. So I am not 
coming— 
 
Mr. Speaker: Confession is good for the soul. 
 
Mrs. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Oy, Mr. Speaker, I 
am not coming at this from some kind of . . . But I do 
go to church. And I do— 
 
Mr. Speaker: And there is nothing wrong with con-
fessing. 
 
Mrs. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: And I do put my 
collection in the plate. So let us get that straight. 
 
[Laughter] 
 
Mrs. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: And I do not be-
lieve that any pastor is going to say to me that, be-
cause you went to the casino last Saturday— 
 
Mr. Speaker: I hope the pastor is not listening. 
 
Mrs. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: And I hope he is! I 
hope he is, because he knows, if I am nothing else, I 
am honest, Mr. Speaker. And I know that when I go to 
church on Sunday, he is not going to say to me, If dur-
ing your last trip you went to a casino, then I’m not 
going to take your collection. He is not going to do 
that. 
 
[Laughter] 
 
Mrs. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: So I know that for 
a fact, Mr. Speaker. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Mrs. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: I am hand on 
heart. I am not bothered. 
 

Mr. Speaker: He will surely have to put his hands on 
your head. 
 
Mrs. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: I am hand on 
heart; I am not worried about that, Mr. Speaker.  

But when this gentleman said that by closing 
down the gaming machines—and this was the fright-
ening part, having just said that it was the $20 to $50 
players who are there for entertainment—that the 
Government by its actions in closing down the ambi-
ent machines in 2004 had taken a million dollars a 
year out of his children’s education fund. 

Now, if you are looking at a concept, Mr. 
Speaker, where a million dollars a year is coming out 
of the pockets of your $20 to $50 people, that is got to 
be kind of frightening, when you look at the concept of 
it. And when I stop to think, Mr. Speaker, that person-
ally, if I am going to one of those places . . . And be-
fore the ambient machines were outlawed, I would go 
and sit. I would knock off from work at 10 or 11 o’clock 
at night and stay sometimes until the placed closed at 
3 o’clock in the morning. But that was my choice so to 
do. And I know that put a lot more than $20 to $50 
dollars in. So I am sitting there thinking, Man, I never 
stopped to add it all up. But if he is getting a million 
dollars off of these $20 players, my God! How much 
have I contributed toward? 

And I think it is in that vein, Mr. Speaker, that 
the sobriety of all of this whole concept has been 
brought to the fore to suggest that, before we take a 
step that is irreversible, that creates untold damage 
both socially and economically for the people of Ber-
muda, we have to be circumspect. I do not believe 
that we have the luxury of jumping off the deep end.  

If this were the absolute last frontier, if every-
thing else had been tried and there was nothing else 
that was going to let us know that our economy could 
survive, then, Mr. Speaker, I would say we might need 
to look at it. We might need to look at it. But I am not 
convinced at this point in our development that all has 
been done by the people who are asking us to take 
this step on their behalf; i.e., the hotels who are crying 
for more tourists. I am not compelled that they have 
taken every step that they need to take in their own 
best interests to ensure that they can bring their num-
bers to an acceptable level of the 70 per cent occu-
pancies that they are looking at. 
Mr. Speaker, we have many jurisdictions that offer us 
competition. But there was one question that came 
out of our town hall meeting that I found to be really 
interesting. And that question came from the floor by 
somebody who said, Yes, I understand that we have 
competition in other jurisdictions. But why is it that we 
have to follow?  

There was a time when Bermuda was the 
pride. And all of the competition, all but worldwide, 
used us as their model. So what did we lose? And 
what we want to do, Mr. Speaker, is to go back. And 
let us go back and find those marbles that we left be-
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hind. And those marbles that we left in the game were 
our attitudes and our service that we provided and our 
friendliness and our carefree society and our safety—
the types of an atmosphere that any tourist would 
want to support and would want to know that this is 
how they are spending their vacation. Mr. Speaker, 
people want to come. But do we offer them today 
what we used to offer them before? I would submit 
that we do not. 

And I would also submit, Mr. Speaker, that as 
we have been talking about gaming as it presently 
exists and whether we should be expanding or not 
expanding, the one thing that I will say in support of 
the existing structure that we have, prior to any 
thought of enhancing or increasing it, is that we will 
have to acknowledge that Crown and Anchor, bingo, 
and whatever other games that exist for money are 
never available 24/7, 365. And while some might ar-
gue . . . I think the first speaker for the BDA today may 
have said or made the comment that, you know, we’re 
being hypocritical to say, Let’s not expand it here, but 
he would have more respect if we came and said, 
Stop all of that. But I can say that all of that is not 
available 24/7, 365, Mr. Speaker. But when you have 
a casino, it is open 24/7, 365 for the most part. So 
somebody who is likely to drop a couple of dollars, 
even a significant portion of money, at Cup Match or 
Crown and Anchor . . . Cup Match lasts for two days. 
County Cup are three particular days, two weeks prior 
to Cup Match, a week following—two games prior to 
Cup Match, a game following Cup Match. You get 
Cup Match. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Mrs. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Yes. I am saying 
two matches prior to Cup Match. Then there is Cup 
Match. And then there is another match at county 
subsequent to Cup Match. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Mrs. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Okay. All right. 
Well, okay, maybe I have got it wrong.  

But in any case, there are three County Cups 
in the eastern . . . There are three county games in 
the eastern and a couple in the western and central 
counties. And Crown and Anchor is available there. 
But it is during a limited period of time. The tables shut 
down at the end of the day. It is not like even on a 
Cup Match Day . . . You cannot go to the tables at 10 
o’clock at night and say, You know, this is the first day 
of Cup Match so I’m going to stay here and hang at 
the tables until the game starts tomorrow morning. So 
that the ability and availability of spending money that 
some people can ill-afford is not made available to 
them. So the timing is restricted. 

In a casino environment, it does not happen. 
You can go in at any hour of the day or night. I have 
seen situations in which the—tell me how much time I 
have.  
 
[Laughter] 
 
Mrs. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Five minutes?  

Okay. I just do not want to be hollered at. I 
just do not want to be hollered at. I am mindful. I am 
mindful and respectful. But I just, you know, I have 
seen— 
 
Mr. Speaker: As you well know. 
 
Mrs. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: But I do not want 
you to stop me and bang the gavel, and then I would 
be embarrassed. 
 
[Laughter] 
 
Mrs. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Like you did this 
morning.  

One of the things, Mr. Speaker, I have seen 
applications in which a casino may close down at, let 
us say 5 o’clock in the morning or 4 o’clock in the 
morning and then not open again until 8 or 9 or what-
ever. But it is still available more often than not. And 
what we do not want to do is to say that We recognise 
that there is a propensity to creating further social 
harm: It is okay. We are going to set some money 
aside to deal with it. Because we are not, Mr. 
Speaker, going to take a drink and give it to the alco-
holic and say, It’s okay. I’ve got an AA program that I 
want for you. You are going to be mindful. 

And notwithstanding that we do come down 
on the side of personal choice, we still need to ensure 
that when a government advances an idea that is for 
the better good of its people, it has to take all of its 
people into consideration. And it is not just, as we 
talked about, you know, the hotels. The hotels may be 
a problem. Let us look at how the hotels can help 
themselves.  

At the end of the day, Mr. Speaker, if all else 
fails, we may have to come back to this Honourable 
place at another time and look at another solution. I 
do not believe that this is it today or in the next little 
while.  

And there is one thing that I want to under-
score, that it is so easy for any leader, as he is waltz-
ing down the path towards the sunset of his political 
career, to make decisions that he himself does not 
have to live with. But the people who are left behind 
will find themselves being left to pick up the pieces. I 
believe that the Honourable Sir John Swan had that 
experience at the eleventh hour when he wanted to, 
all of a sudden, find a way to do something that was 
previously excluded. I certainly hope that this Premier, 
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as he is taking his final walk down towards the sunset 
of his political career and riding off into oblivion—or 
maybe into excitement, wherever he is going—I hope 
he does not make that same mistake— 
 
Mr. Speaker: The sunset is a better word. 
 
Mrs. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Into the sunset.  

I just certainly hope that he does not make the 
mistake of being remembered as somebody who 
wanted to change the rules that previously did not ex-
ist and then be tarred with that reputation to all eter-
nity, because I believe, Mr. Speaker, that his heart 
was in the right place, and I think that his legacy 
would deserve better.  

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
Mr. Speaker: Thank you, Mrs. Gordon-Pamplin.  

I am going to recognise the Honourable 
Member Ms. Dame Jennifer Smith from St. George’s 
North.  

Dame Jennifer has the floor. 
 
Hon. Dame Jennifer Smith: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
Mr. Speaker, I begin by reminding Members that it 
was on the 25th of May in the year 2001 that I shep-
herded through the Prohibition of Gaming Machines 
Act 2001. At that time, when we did the Second and 
Third Readings and passed the Bill, I made it clear 
that Government had to take a position on gaming 
and gambling.  

Mr. Speaker, I have absolutely no problem 
with any individual who wishes to gamble. My problem 
is with a 22 square-mile island that has attributes that 
are not replicated elsewhere introducing knowingly 
something that I think will be damaging to our country. 
And I have someone I am going to quote from who I 
think actually made the point better than I could. I do 
not have to reinvent the wheel.  

But, Mr. Speaker, before I do that, let me add 
another point. I have on occasion in this House re-
ferred to the fact that I have a deep belief in the fact 
that the end does not justify the means. I have used 
that in other examples to underscore my position. And 
in this case I am of the same belief or of the belief still. 
The fact that Bermuda needs to make more money, 
the fact that tourism needs to be reinvented; none of it 
justifies our introducing gambling into Bermuda. 

Mr. Speaker, it was Martha Myron in the 
Royal Gazette, if I may refer to that, with your permis-
sion, in an article written on “What Gaming Means in 
Real Terms to Both the Economy and You,” who 
pointed out that there is a reason security guards in 
casinos carry guns: cash, lots of it.  

“Imagine”, she says, “all that money. The in-
frastructure demanded to control such mountains of 
cash flowing in and out. . . Imagine the scale of opera-
tions of a modern, electronically sophisticated, suc-
cessfully profitable casino . . . The business philoso-

phy. It’s simple; you cannot make money if you’re los-
ing money. There are major expenditures [and some 
speakers have referred to this] in technology for secu-
rity, monitoring, and control of such casinos.” [Royal 
Gazette, 27 March 2010] 
 Mr. Speaker, she makes the point that, as a 
former banker, in any organisation exposed to oppor-
tunity to steal, whether a bank, a casino, a technology 
firm, a manufacturer, a retail industry, 2 per cent of 
employees are actively engaged in criminal activities. 
That was as a result of a study done by a researcher. 
Mr. Speaker, she goes on to talk about the demands 
on the outside environment, the social economic, law-
protecting agencies; the pressures and current levels 
of crime-prevention units; the cost-benefits, whether 
or not they equate to the equilibrium of the society, of 
the community that we have. Are they going to desta-
bilise your community or stabilise it? Is it a net gain for 
Bermuda? 

So far, the proponents have talked only about 
the money to be made. But it is, I believe, Mr. 
Speaker—and she says in her article—that the num-
ber that has been quoted, she believes, would change 
if it encompassed everything that would be involved in 
setting up such a situation. She talks about the out-
side expenses of law enforcement, regulations, ac-
tively transacting monitoring equipment, et cetera, all 
that was needed to support such a casino. Had those 
expenses been factored into the profits that people 
are allowing to distort their vision? 

Mr. Speaker, the Green Paper itself makes it 
very simple to respond to because, at the very back, it 
tells you that there are only five questions you should 
answer: Should some form of casino gaming be per-
mitted in Bermuda? Then, if it all, should casino gam-
ing, national lottery, or video lottery terminals be intro-
duced to Bermuda? Who should operate casinos and 
who should be allowed to gamble in them? If gaming 
will be taxed, should that revenue be specifically allo-
cated within the range of government services; if so, 
what areas? And what safeguards should be consid-
ered to encourage responsible gaming? 

Well, Mr. Speaker, three of those questions 
do not require an answer if you do not agree with the 
proposal; three, four, and five. The first question—
Should some form of casino gaming be permitted in 
Bermuda?—my answer would be no. The second 
question—When, if at all, should casino gaming, na-
tional lottery, and video lottery terminals be introduced 
to Bermuda—I was going to say when pigs fly, but 
that would be making light of a very serious situation. 
So, Mr. Speaker, I will say this: When you can guaran-
tee that all employees at every level will be primarily 
Bermudian, when you can demonstrate that abso-
lutely no organised crime, no mafia, no criminal as-
pect will be involved in any aspect of the casino (that 
includes supplying products), when the anti money-
laundering unit is satisfied that there is absolutely no 
opportunity for money laundering to take place. I could 
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go on and on, but you see that there are some serious 
“when’s” if you wanted to answer question two. 

Mr. Speaker, what has me a little perplexed, I 
guess I could say, is that after important considera-
tions, which concludes the questions one should an-
swer when responding to this paper, there is a point 
called “Next Steps.” And it says, which is unusual for a 
Green Paper . . . Most Green Papers present a series 
of ideas, and people discuss them and agree, dis-
agree, and based on the response, a government 
then moves forward with a White Paper, or not. But 
this Green Paper says, “With or without additional 
forms of gaming, an omnibus piece of legislation regu-
lating gaming will be tabled in the Third Term of”—
well, this one says, “in the Third Term of the 2009-10 
legislative session. Such a Bill will be tabled in time to 
permit debate on it in July 2010,” a very strange and 
very specific promise. 
 It is even stranger, Mr. Speaker, when we 
reflect on the comment made on page 16 of the same 
document, where the task force on gaming, the very 
people tasked with looking into it and presenting this 
Report state, “We are firmly of the view that if it is de-
termined”—if it is determined—“that Bermuda should 
proceed with gaming, and in particular the introduction 
of casino gaming, then the time is appropriate for the 
introduction of a comprehensive piece of legislation 
that would control aspects of gaming in this island.” 
That is a very measured statement.  

But we read, “With or without additional forms 
of gaming, an omnibus piece of legislation regulating 
gaming will be tabled.” And we are even given the 
date so it can be debated by July 2010. 

Mr. Speaker, I remain hopeful that if every 
person who will be charged with voting against some-
thing that may come forward speaks up today and 
puts their position forward, that we may yet avert that 
promise contained in this green document and not 
receive something that was not even expected by the 
people who wrote the document, who said if such a 
thing was going to proceed, then the introduction of a 
comprehensive piece of legislation would be good. 

Mr. Speaker, that is all that I have to say, ex-
cept that I do think that a government is charged with 
ensuring the safety of its people. And sometimes, I 
think that as government you have to take a leader-
ship role. And it may not always be the leadership role 
that the people whose safety you are ensuring want 
you to take. But I fail to see how, even in spite of the 
current climate—without the current climate I would 
have failed to see how. But with the current climate it 
is even more difficult to comprehend how we could 
consider such a measure. Mr. Speaker, there are 
people who argue all kinds of things. But they avoid 
the realities. There is no way that you can avoid the 
reality that with gambling come certain unsavoury 
practices and unsavoury people. I see no need for us 
to further encourage that, while at the same time we 

talk about the breakdown of the family, the lack of 
moral values, what young people need, and we are 
not setting the right example. 

So, Mr. Speaker, I appeal to all of my col-
leagues to stand up and be counted, not just when the 
vote comes, but also today because I think today is 
important and it is showing whether or not we have to 
continue to have this debate because I think some 
people think that, like Chinese water torture, if they 
just keep coming back at you, you will eventually wear 
down. I will not. 
 
Mr. Speaker: Thank you, Dame Jennifer.  

I am going to take the Honourable Member, 
Mrs.  Jackson, from Pembroke South West.  

The Honourable Member, Mrs. Jackson, from 
Pembroke South West has the floor. 
 
Mrs. Louise A. Jackson: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
We seem to have an overwhelming majority of Par-
liamentarians here today who are against this idea of 
having gaming in Bermuda. And I want to stand here 
today to say that I am with that overwhelming majority. 
And I stand here saying that I believe that it is not in 
the best interests of the people of Bermuda. 

And I am going to let it be known that I was 
absolutely horrified when I opened up this Green Pa-
per on gaming for Bermuda and saw a picture of 
schoolchildren. Those of you who are here, and I am 
just holding it up for everybody to see these innocent 
children—the primary schoolchildren on their way to 
school. And then another picture . . . Now, this really 
annoyed me, a picture of ballet dancers. Here we 
have these girls, lovely young women, who have ob-
viously spent their hours, their free hours, when they 
could be doing something like Internet gambling, but 
instead of that they went to dancing school. And they 
are lovely. It is a lovely picture of them. 
 And I thought, Are they trying to say that 
gambling is going to make them better? Or are they 
trying to say that this is a good pastime for them or a 
hobby for them? What are they trying to say? I still 
have not been able to figure that one out. But I want to 
tell you something. I am going to give you a little edu-
cation on what gambling has done for teens in the 
United States of America. And I am going to use some 
good statistics here, from Harvard, Harvard School of 
Public Health and the Annenberg Public Policy Cen-
ter. This is about teen gambling, which, by the way, is 
a big problem in the United States of America. Six 
hundred per cent—there has been a 600 per cent in-
crease in gambling in the postsecondary institutions 
between 2001 and 2005 in the United States of Amer-
ica—600 per cent increase in gambling with teens. 
Over 15 per cent of them were engaged in gambling 
every week in 2005. 

Now, this research showed that most of it 
starts with a very innocent competition. It is guys out 
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throwing a ball. I bet you I can throw a ball further than 
you. Or there are two flies on the wall and, Let’s place 
a bet on which fly flies away first. It starts very inno-
cently. Then, of course, you have all of the fascination 
with gambling through Ocean’s Eleven. Remember 
Ocean’s Eleven and Twelve and Thirteen? The mov-
ies, the casino gambling, and of course, the Internet 
gambling, which of course has hooked a lot of teens . 
. . They have great fascination with that. Because they 
really never did a big, big survey or regular survey in 
the past, you know, as far as teens are concerned, 
they do not really have a true extent of what the prob-
lem may be. But it was devastating when they did 
come out with this in the early 2005. 

Another statistic, a survey in New York esti-
mated that 10 per cent of the state’s teens have a 
gambling problem. Now, Mr. Speaker, you know, we 
have got a problem here with teens and young adults, 
terrible problem. Instead of our trying to address these 
problems, instead of our standing up here from, what, 
10 o’clock this morning—well, I think we started after 
lunch. Say, from 2 o’clock, and here it is 8:30, we 
have been talking about this situation. In my mind, we 
should be talking about the problems and how we are 
going to solve them with our teens and young adults 
in this country. Instead, we are talking about bringing 
in something, gambling, which has been proven to be 
a negative—or has a very negative effect on teens. It 
addicts them to it. It puts them in awful situations. 
Most teens are in debt, those that have been seduced 
by gambling. They are in debt, and they cannot—they 
will never be able to pay back. 
 
An Hon. Member: Why are you mentioning teens? 
 
Mrs. Louise A. Jackson: This is a study on teens. 
 
An Hon. Member: Why are you mentioning teens? 
 
Mrs. Louise A. Jackson: This is the lead-up. They 
will be your 21-year-olds. By the time they get there, 
they can be addicted. In the United States at this point 
they are even having high school parties in school, 
casino nights. It is a very alarming situation. 

Now, moving on to adults . . . There have 
been a lot of statistics thrown around. And I think I 
heard this one before, but I am going to repeat it 
again, that 2.5 million adults in America are pathologi-
cal gamblers. That is a huge number. And another 3 
million are problem gamblers. As Shadow Minister for 
Health, I think it is important to realise and to be 
aware of the fact, and to make you aware of it, Mr. 
Speaker, and this country, that gambling addiction is 
associated with many, many mental health problems, 
as you well know. You have well over $500 billion in 
annual wages. That is a lot of money.  
 And states in the United States are starting to 
address this. What do you do with a pathological 
gambler? They are treatable, obviously. You have the 

depression, all the antisocial personality disorders that 
go along with it. These people have a preoccupation, 
as you know, with gambling, reliving their past experi-
ences. They like to talk about what they won, very 
seldom about what they lost. And of course, they are 
out of control. And we all know the stories of people 
losing their homes. And as you know, suicide rates 
are very high. 

Now, another report, which again has an as-
tounding statistic . . . And this is a 2006 report by the 
California Research Bureau on Gambling. And they 
estimated that problem and pathological gambling 
cost California—now, that is just one state, one 
state—approximately $1 billion. This is one state, the 
State of California. And you are probably wondering, 
Well, what are these costs associated with? The very 
first thing is crime. The second is bankruptcy. Public 
services—that is, the services that they draw on, psy-
chologists or addiction counselors that they use . . . 
And of course, public health, that department has a 
big, big lien on it. 

Another statistic: Nearly 1 million adults have 
significant, lifetime problems relating to gambling. I 
think the problem is here and in other places. People 
have a kind of cultural acceptance for gambling. That 
is the raffles, the bingo, and all the rest of it. And this 
can very innocently lead many people into gambling, 
and many of them become pathological and compul-
sive gamblers. 

Now, I am going to talk about something hav-
ing to do with gambling that I watched through my life-
time. And that is that when I was a little girl my father 
rented a cottage in Atlantic City for us to go in the 
summer. I lived in the city of Philadelphia. And want-
ing us to have the beach and country living—because 
in those days Atlantic City was more country than 
town—he rented this cottage for us near Worth and 
really enjoyed it. It was so innocent, Atlantic City in 
those days, that my brother and I could, at ages six 
and seven, leave with a couple of sandwiches and 
cookies and drinks and go to the beach for the day 
without adult supervision. It was a lovely, quiet town, 
very sedate and lovely. Their idea—most family and 
most families’ ideas of entertainment would be to 
watch the sun set, preferably from a little rowboat we 
had; do a little fishing. That was the kind of thing that 
was fun, much like Bermuda used to be. 

Now, as I grew older, in high school I still en-
joyed Atlantic City. I was actually allowed to go there, 
again without parental supervision, because the place 
was safe. Well, Mr. Speaker, I lived long enough to be 
among some of the very first people to go to Atlantic 
City once it accepted gambling. I want you to know—
and you’ve heard from other people—that all kinds of 
promises were made to the people of that city about 
what the casino operators would do for them. I cannot 
even begin to start to tell you. They were going to 
make them into a model little city. 
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Well, as we all know, that did not happen. To-
day in Atlantic City . . . And these are, again, statistics 
out of the fine statistics that I got. Out of all violent 
crime, Atlantic City has 2.49 times the national aver-
age. That is close to three times the national average. 
Murder in Atlantic City, 1.62—almost twice the na-
tional average. Rape, 1.57, again, almost twice the 
national average. Robbery, three times, 3.12—three 
times the national average. Aggravated assault, 2.2. 
And property crime . . . Property crime, larceny, and 
theft is almost four times the national average. 

Now, I also followed the mayors of Atlantic 
City. And I cannot give you a number now. But I can 
tell you that the first three or four mayors that they had 
in Atlantic City were chased out of town, practically on 
a railroad rod, for corruption, thrown out of office. I 
need not say more. Draw your own conclusions there. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Mrs. Louise A. Jackson: Now, I want you to look, Mr. 
Speaker, at page 27. And this is in the Green Paper. 
They talk about the social impact of gaming. And they 
say they have concerns regarding crime and financial 
crimes and loan sharking and prostitution and social 
impact issues: bankruptcy, suicide, child abuse, 
homelessness.  

I mean, Mr. Speaker, why in the world are we 
bringing in something which they are saying them-
selves—the people who are trying to promote this—
This is what you will probably get. And then, turn the 
page and you will see that it is going to cost, they are 
estimating, $4,603,450. Over $4 million, close to $5 
million will be the cost associated with trying to clean 
up the, I would say, filth left behind with this gambling. 
In other words, what they are saying is, These are 
treatment costs. These are costs for counselors that 
will come in, addiction counselors. Why are we going 
to spend $4.6 million to bring in counselors to take 
care of social ills that will be brought on by something, 
gambling, when we have got enough of this here al-
ready? We have not cleaned up what we have got 
here already and more is going to come in? We are 
going to have to spend $4.6 million? And some of 
these things here are a real joke—an extra police car, 
$54,000 for an extra police squad car every three 
years. I cannot quite figure that one out. 

Why in God’s name, Mr. Speaker, would we 
be bringing in a situation that would cost us and also, 
obviously, create these social ills? It makes no sense 
at all. It is an extraordinary amount of money. 

Going on, I see one answer to this. And that 
is, put it to the people. Have a referendum. Obviously, 
the people need to speak. I believe the only way to go 
forward with this toward a decision is to have a na-
tional referendum. And again, what is best for the 
people of this country, we should all be thinking about, 

and thinking about very, very carefully. Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
Mr. Speaker: Thank you, Mrs. Jackson, the Honour-
able Member from Pembroke South West.  

I now recognise the Honourable Member Mr. 
G. Blakeney.  

Minister Blakeney from Devonshire North 
Central has the floor. We are debating the Green Pa-
per on gaming for Bermuda.  

Minister, you have the floor. 
 
Hon. Glenn A. Blakeney: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  

First of all, I think I would like to commend 
everyone that has spoken so far, the few that have 
been in favor and the multitude who have been 
against. There have been incredible salient points. It 
has not been as emotive or as personal as I was ex-
pecting. People were looking at the document, ex-
tracting from the document points and counterpoints 
to their particular arguments. I commend the Premier 
for bringing it front and center, although I have some 
doubt with regard to the timing. And I think that is un-
fortunate because it has caused more angst among 
people who may have used rationale with regard to 
the situation, as would exist in a more ideal climate, 
notwithstanding those being opposed feeling very 
compelled in their position against gaming for Ber-
muda. 

Be that as it may, I thought that the Honour-
able Member Mr. Pettingill was very forceful in his ar-
gument, as were Honourable Members and former 
Premiers Alex Scott and Dame Jennifer, as was Minis-
ter De Silva, the Honourable Member from Southamp-
ton, and as well, surprisingly so, the Honourable 
Member Mrs. Gordon-Pamplin. 
 
[Laughter] 
 
Hon. Glenn A. Blakeney: Now, Mr. Speaker, I have 
nothing at all against gaming, responsible gaming. For 
Bermuda, as far as I am concerned, the jury is out in 
my opinion. And this is a conscience vote. I have 
heard such compelling sentiments. I think the only 
thing viable now is via consensus though the people 
of this country. And I would be one to support a refer-
endum, based on what I have heard here today, be-
cause based on what I have heard here today, I can 
see a fundamental shift of consensus. 

Now, it would be interesting if the referendum 
weighed on the side of yes, because those problems 
would still be the same challenges which we would 
have to then consider as opportunity. In 1982 I went to 
Aruba with my wife, and I gambled. And I won! But 
had it been up to me, I would have probably lost. But 
she, as soon as I won—I think it was about $800 or 
$900—said “Glenn, let’s go! Come on, let’s go NOW! 
But what I could not understand is, she likes to wage 
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a bet. She loves to gamble. But with my money, she 
wanted to take that. And I am like, Well, what about 
my fun? 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Glenn A. Blakeney: So much so, the few times 
that I have been to Vegas, I have had nightmares, 
waking up and hearing in my head just a revolving 
melody, Wheel of Fortune, tah-dee, tah-dee, Wheel of 
Fortune. 
 
[Laughter] 
 
Hon. Glenn A. Blakeney: I am like, Okay. But on a 
more serious note, I think there are pros and cons to 
this debate, and I am glad we can all laugh at looking 
at maybe a lighter side, because sometimes we do 
get so caught up in our own emotive that we cannot 
see through some of the things that might weigh 
counter-proposed to how we find ourselves in a posi-
tion. And that is me. If I had to vote for it right now, 
based on the economic climate, based on the hotel 
situation, I would vote yes. And my conscience would 
be clear because I could see from how I would ap-
proach it some good things happening. But that would 
not be to eliminate the things that are quite concern-
ing, which is what now has me at odds with myself 
because of the salient points made by those who op-
pose gaming. 

I would have, in the days before we actually 
outlawed the ambient machines, taken the opportunity 
to tax them and regulate them, because I did not see 
at that time anything that really compelled me as to 
how bad an impact it was having on the community. 
Now, I could be wrong, because I do not have any 
data. But I have not seen anyone prove out a point by 
providing me any reliable data. But I can say, knowing 
one of the entities that, with regard to the ambient 
machines, there were healthy sums donated to chari-
table causes, to schools, and to scholarships by one 
particular entity. And I did not see where it was some-
thing that had, I suppose, consumed the people of the 
country. I do not think Bermudians are any different to 
anyone else when it comes to certain things. But I do 
think we do have uniqueness when it comes to being 
responsible. 

We have, as adults, maybe shirked some re-
sponsibility, maybe caused some of the challenges 
that we have today because of our, I suppose, sense 
of wellbeing and because of the success that has 
come with that sense of wellbeing, and as a result, 
taking the blessings this country has had bestowed 
upon it for granted. And now, because things are not 
what they used to be, we are at sixes and sevens, 
because of that success, because of the strain on our 
infrastructure; because of the success, because of the 
challenge of finding the balance between those that 
we invite with the expertise to provide services for the 

kinds of products and services we do provide in the 
hotel industry, as well as in the national interest. We 
have now found that we are easily displaced when we 
are not stepping up to the plate. 

So the point that was made with regard to the 
hotel industry and entertainment was a very salient 
point, relative to them taking the lead in leading by 
example with in addressing some of the challenges 
that they have on filling their bedrooms. You know, the 
interesting thing is that there is this school of thought 
on the tourism authority. Well, I think that every pro-
prietary, private hotel establishment is a tourism au-
thority. And if they are not, why are they in the busi-
ness? Most of which, who are the larger hotels, have 
the benefit of parent companies who operate similar, if 
not bigger, establishments worldwide. And if they 
have not yet been able to figure it out and they are 
going to look for another alternative with regard to 
what gaming might bring as an add-on, value-add, as 
the only or the most viable option, then it makes me 
question them. And I had expressed my support to the 
hoteliers because, in being sensitive to their plight, I 
felt they had the expertise, had done the due dili-
gence. I trust them with the commitment they have to 
Bermuda. 

But then when I dig below the surface, I have 
some very penetrating questions. Number one, this 
government gave the hotel industry incredible con-
cessions. And there was a caveat that, based upon 
the concession, they would commit to local entertain-
ment. That is the operative word, local entertainment. 
And I have yet to see that happen.  

We have Collie Buddz, we have Ninja Cutty 
and Corvan Melody, and (in declaring my interests) I 
have just been associated with producing what I con-
sider to be a very wholesome music product featuring 
Bermudian artists who did not do cover tunes but 
wrote every original song on the compilation CD. Why 
are they not worthy of exposing their talent on a plat-
form that says “welcome” to those who would grace 
our shores, and possibly at the end of a performance 
enhance their revenue stream with the sale of their 
CD, no matter who they are, no matter who produced 
it? 
 Why do we have our most talented performing 
arts individuals unable in a tourist destination to sus-
tain themselves even with a diminished presence of 
hotel operators? Where is that commitment? 
 Mr. Speaker, I could talk a lot longer. I do not 
think it’s necessary because I think most people have 
weighed in and the consensus is undeniably over-
whelming. I think that everyone has spoken not just 
from their minds but from their hearts with regard to 
what they feel is in the best interests of Bermuda in 
taking the stand that “now” is not the time to introduce 
gaming. 
 I thought that the Honourable Deputy Premier 
[Hon. Paula A. Cox] was extremely balanced in her 
comments and she did not move the option com-
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pletely off the table. She thought the timing was wrong 
and that maybe down the road there would be an op-
portunity to consider it again, whether it be by volun-
tary choice or it be driven by other circumstances that 
makes it a more viable option than any other. 
 I think that as it stands now, as most have 
recognized, the challenges that we have in this coun-
try in bringing to the hearts and minds of our citizens 
on a prioritized basis what we should truly be con-
cerned about in fixing ourselves without depending on 
someone else. That takes commitment and that takes 
a change of behavior by every single individual in the 
community. And until we get that commitment where 
the churches are as fervent in their position of oppos-
ing gaming would be out in the streets in the highways 
and the byways assisting communities and this gov-
ernment with the kind of commitment required to ad-
dress those challenges . . . you know, Jesus Christ 
took the church to the people; he did not take the 
people to the church. So, if we are going to be real, let 
us be real. 
 I want to see a presence and a commitment 
from the religious community of this island being as 
vociferous as they are against gaming in addressing 
the social challenges. And that is not to say that they 
do not try in varying degrees. I think they should be 
commended in assisting parents with the daycare 
centres and availing their church halls for various 
kinds of community activity. But that is not what we 
are dealing with now as a priority challenge in fixing 
the social ills of the country. Where are they six days 
of the week? because I know where they are on the 
Sabbath.  
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister Blakeney. 
 Any further speakers? 
 I recognise the Honourable Member, Mr. C. 
Swan, from Southampton West Central. 
 
Mr. Charles F. B. Swan: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: The Green Paper on Gaming for Ber-
muda. 
 
Mr. Charles F. B. Swan: The Green Paper on Gam-
ing. I have it open right here. 
 
The Speaker: Mr. Swan has the floor. 
 
Mr. Charles F. B. Swan: Mr. Speaker, I read the 
Green Paper, not as thoroughly as I could have, but 
this process has been going on since I imagine the 
middle of last year. I have a few issues with basically 
how it’s been put to us, the people of Bermuda. A lot 
of them have already been touched on, and I just want 
to mention a few. 

 I am reminded a little bit of the joke my father 
told me a long time ago. It is a little off colour, and I 
will not say it all, but the father bull and the baby, his 
young son, are standing at the top of the hill looking 
down at a field full of juicy young cows. And the young 
son bull says to his father, “Let’s run down there and 
grab one.” And the father bull says . . . well, he starts 
running off, and the father bull says, “Whoa, whoa. 
Hold up. Let’s walk down and get them all!” 
 
[Inaudible interjections and laughter] 
 
Mr. Charles F. B. Swan: And we all know the saying 
that a bull in a hurry never made a calf. 
 That’s what is sort of striking me with this 
whole debate. And I appreciate the opportunity to de-
bate, Mr. Speaker. 
 The Honourable Premier, in his opening brief, 
touched on a few things that I noted (sound bytes I 
guess you could call them) about if you are on the 
train but not moving you are going to get run over. 
And then there was another one that referred to, I be-
lieve it was Mark Twain and something to do about 
not being afraid to take that big, giant step. Well, 
those are all wonderful.  

But from my way of thinking and twisting it 
around it is a bit of an indictment on what has been 
happening with tourism in this country for a long time 
so that we are now at a point, after all of the conces-
sions that have been mentioned, after all the millions 
that have been spent on music festivals, faith-based 
tourism, you name it, words like “crisis” and “despera-
tion” are used.  

Well, Mr. Speaker, when you are desperate 
and when you are in a crisis, I guess you grasp at the 
best straw you can. And that is what strikes me is 
happening with this coming before us now. 

There were a few statistics that I wanted to 
throw out that I could bring to mind. My colleague, Dr. 
[the Hon. E. Grant] Gibbons talked about out of this 
document where they disavow themselves of any of 
the results that they actually talk about. Yes, a dis-
claimer. I find that odd. 

This, to me, is like something produced by a 
used car salesman, you know, the guy that gets 
dressed in the gaudy clothes and he has every last 
answer in the book because he wants you to buy a 
car . . . well, buy his car. 

I had the opportunity to go to a presentation,   
and there were a few Members of this House at that 
presentation, not many of us, maybe a dozen. I be-
lieve it was by one of the lead people from the Innova-
tion Group. He talked about the statistics and things 
that they had used. I said, “You’re pretty confident that 
you are pretty right with these statistics.” 

He said, “Yeah.” 
And, using some figures that I pulled out . . . 

and all sorts of figures have been thrown out. The one 



Official Hansard Report 7 May 2010 91 
 

 House of Assembly 

between 1 per cent and 2 per cent of gamblers be-
coming addicted and needing counseling was one 
statistic pulled out. Now, I do not know if that is of 
gamblers or of the total population, or of the voting 
population, or what. But my colleagues Mrs. [Louise 
A.] Jackson gave some figures from the United 
States. I think there were two categories. I think 2.5 
million were pathological, and then another 3 [million] 
were somewhat pathological. That’s 5 million people.  

The United States has a population of 300 
million. And I just crunched these a few minutes ago, 
it is about 1.6 per cent of the population. That’s a 
pretty staggering amount of people.  
 If you transpose that to the population of this 
country, 65,000, it comes out at over 1,000 people.  
 Mr. Speaker, I do not know about you, or my 
fellow citizens in this country, but I would not want to 
see one person become pathological as a result of the 
legalisation of gaming or gambling in this country who 
I lived with and walked with and saw every day. 
 That is basically all I really wanted to say, Mr. 
Speaker.  

I really believe that more time needs to be 
spent doing a proper, more thorough cross-benefit 
analysis of how this can benefit this country. There 
are a lot of areas that we could possibly look at that 
we have not looked at. In his opening remarks, the 
Premier mentioned that we cannot look to the north-
east for all of our tourism, all of our increases in tour-
ism. But this Report states that gambling could draw 
another 100,000 people. Where do we expect them to 
come from? Is it China? Is it India? Is it Russia? Is it 
the Caribbean? Central America?   
 I was enlightened by the statistic that 25 per 
cent of our visitors who come here now might be at-
tracted if there was gaming on offer. As the saying 
goes, first do no harm; because 75 per cent of the 
people are not attracted by gaming in coming here. 
And the other 25 per cent came here anyway.  
 Mr. Speaker, I implore, and I do not know if 
this is a Swan Song or what . . . I was looking for 
comparisons to similar jurisdictions, other islands the 
like. Hawaii came up. They have turned down gam-
bling and their tourism has gone up by 20 per cent. I 
know St. Lucia has no legalised gambling. I know St. 
Kitts does as well as Jamaica. I was looking for some 
meaningful statistics. 
 The sort of summary presented in the Green 
Paper does not present anything meaningful; nor is 
there anything meaningful statistic-wise to say what 
St. Kitts derives from gaming, what Jamaica derives 
from gaming, how much they spend on social service 
as a result of it, these types of things. None of that 
has been presented.  

So, I cannot support this, Mr. Speaker, now or 
if it came to a vote. I would hope that the Honourable 
Member responsible for this would, after the end of 
the deliberations here tonight, go home and have a 
complete re-think. 

Thank you very much. 
 

The Speaker: Thank you, Mr. Swan, the Honourable 
Member from Southampton West Central. 
 I am going to take the Honourable Member, 
Ms. D. Butterfield, from Pembroke West Central. 
 Minister Butterfield has the floor. 
 
Hon. D. Neletha I. Butterfield: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 I am glad that you mentioned Pembroke West 
Central, Constituency 18 it is, and I am pleased this 
evening to stand and represent the area that I was 
born and raised in. And also, Mr. Speaker, to speak 
on behalf of all the people of Bermuda. 
 Yesterday I was the guest speaker for the 40th 
Anniversary of the Bermuda Young Progressives. And 
I did mention that when I did congratulations this 
morning. My topic was “The Village is on Fire.”  So I 
am thankful to stand and talk about or just discuss this 
information paper we have here on gaming and the 
groundwork that has been done, as you did hear from 
Dame Jennifer Smith, back in 2001. The Honourable 
Member did state that at some point we are going to 
have to discuss it. And I am privileged to discuss that 
this evening. 
 But I want to go back to that short message 
that I gave yesterday because back then the village 
was the village. And there are those in this community 
who would want to say they are tired of hearing that it 
takes a whole village to raise, and all the words that 
go with that. But it is important. You can put the village 
anywhere you want to. You can say it is the 
neighbourhood. I didn’t want to say that speech be-
cause I did not want anybody to think that something 
was on fire and burning. But “on fire” can mean a lot 
of things—on fire for the Lord, one could say, Mr. 
Speaker.  
 On the Tuesday evening that I wrote that 
speech I was getting ready to put down the lap top 
and put things away when the phone rang. It was a 
young lady calling from Jamaica, a place that I travel 
to quite often, and it was in the same village that I lay 
my head, the village of Steer Town. There were two 
young boys playing in the playground, fighting away, 
and looking like they wanted to kill each other. The 
police came by and fired off shots. And that didn’t 
move them.  
 We do not know what happened, because I 
haven’t gotten back to ask what happened, but both 
men ended up dead from gunshots. Was it the police? 
No one knows. But what was so shocking was that the 
“village was on fire.” [She] didn’t know what I was writ-
ing and I did not know what she was calling for. 
Therefore, that gave me enough encouragement to 
talk about the village being on fire. 
 Mr. Speaker, I know today much has been 
said, the pros and the cons of gaming (and I do not 
wish to go through all of that because I know the hour 
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is getting late and people have other things that they 
might want to say), bringing jobs to the community, 
attracting new business to the area, increasing tour-
ism.  Those are the supports that some people will 
believe in.  And then you have those who oppose and 
believe that it will harm the economy and increase 
social needs. 
 Because I mentioned earlier about Jamaica 
and I go to this Green Paper on Gaming and look 
back in the part where it gives the regional, I think it’s 
called the Regional Review or Regional Outlook in 
terms of St. Kitts and Nevis. And I am quite familiar 
with CHASE, because in January, on behalf of the 
Ministry of Culture and Social Rehabilitation, I visited 
a conference. I heard much about CHASE. I didn’t 
hear any complaints about it, but what it did for sports, 
early childhood education, education itself, and what it 
did for the arts and culture.  
 Now, I have just been the Minister  . . . well, it 
will be a year next year. I recall a question being 
asked when I was there for six months, How do you 
feel? And I really couldn’t fee, because six months 
was not long enough. Maybe two weeks ago I decided 
to visit and to really get a feel of what’s going on. And 
I heard much this afternoon and this evening about 
the social ills. Yes! The cost is already heavy. The 
burden is also very heavy. And we have to see what 
we can do together to make a difference. 
 When I looked at CHASE, I said it sounded 
like a great idea for Bermuda. I forgot to mention that 
most of my constituents say they will pray for me 
thinking that this was a voting matter or discussion 
because it may have been a hard decision to make 
weighing this out. I was hoping they would come to tell 
me something about gaming and how they felt. But I 
think they were more concerned . . . I always say to 
people, “If you don’t know me by now, you will never 
get to know me and some of my beliefs.” 
 I was eager to see what this could really do to 
help us out in this situation that we are in. And there is 
nothing wrong with thinking like that. There really is 
not, because we are in a serious situation. That is why 
I said that I was not going to go over what has already 
been said today. But I wanted to look at the aware-
ness of the people because hardly anyone came to 
me to say, Well, this is what gaming will do, and these 
are the things that will happen. They came to ask, 
How are you going to feel? 
 I felt good about that. They were more worried 
about how I was going to weight this out. 
 So it made me think that maybe the people 
are not well enough aware of gaming or issues and 
cannot decide. That is why I am thankful for the 
groundwork and this is what I will call this paper here, 
“the groundwork of gaming” because I believe there is 
still work to do to weigh the pros and the cons. Every-
one has Internet access and I have heard some sto-
ries from off of the Internet. I have been given papers 

about it from the Internet—and read them. So some of 
the information . . . if you are not for it that is what you 
are going to bring to the table. 
 If you are for it, then you are going to bring 
that to the table. I didn’t hear those who were not for it 
bringing that to the table, or compare it. And it’s all 
about balance, whether I am a Libra or not, and judge 
those scales of my life. But it is all about balancing it 
out. 
 Now, there are those who may be ashamed to 
support. We could say, guilty—due to be devoted to 
the church. But, Mr. Speaker, I am still striving. I might 
be an eleventh hour person who will make it like the 
thief on the cross. I do not know, because I am still 
striving. At least I hope my heart and the things that I 
have done will get me through the Pearly Gates.  
 Mr. Speaker, I said that maybe some are 
ashamed. I can recall almost 30 years ago walking 
down the aisle of the First Church of God on a Sunday 
morning after having to go there on Good Friday. I 
had already given my life to Christ as a young teen-
ager. But, you know, as a young teenager all kinds of 
things are going on in your life, and things that you are 
doing having a good time and not really knowing that 
much. Your parents sent you to Sunday School, gave 
you values, the three R’s of living, Responsibility, Re-
spect and Righteousness. They taught you all those 
things, so you kept that foundation.  
 But I remember walking down that aisle and I 
do not know if that Pastor remembers me. But 
Mommy Boxill carried me down because she was the 
one that helped me in Sunday School at a very young 
age. I say that because that person could be here in 
this very Honourable House.  
 I think it is important. When the Church has a 
response to gaming it should not be just to sign a peti-
tion; it should be to do more than that—to come in this 
discussion with us so that people do not have that 
fear, the same fear and the struggles we are going 
through today of those who are not even working and 
go to church and stand there and say bring all the 
tithes into the house and the poor person is there say-
ing, Well, I only have $2 because that’s all my son 
could give me. I’m not working.  
 
The Speaker: Oh, that’s the widow’s mite. 
 
Hon. D. Neletha I. Butterfield: Yes. All these things 
have to be weighed out. 
 Mr. Speaker, I understand that we are in an-
other hit on take days. There is nothing like somebody 
dropping coins in the tin to make noise. It’s upsetting, 
Mr. Speaker.  

The woman at the well. Tell me that one, Mr. 
Speaker. She put in all she had. So they put in all they 
have. And some folks do feel guilty while they are 
there. 
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Then a survey could have been done because 
especially those who want gambling or do not want 
gambling have to ask themselves, especially when we 
did not hear from the Church right away, and we 
heard from the Church later, and if they had to do that 
survey asking, How often do you go to church? Once 
a week? Twice a week? Easter? Christmas? you 
would be surprised by the answers we get. 

I go to church. Easter is full, with all the beau-
tiful hats and everything else, brand new suits and 
sons will come with mothers because that’s the tradi-
tion. 

 
The Speaker: The regulars cannot get in. 
 
Hon. D. Neletha I. Butterfield: Yes, that’s right, Mr. 
Speaker. That’s right. 
 
The Speaker: But it’s wonderful! 
 
Hon. D. Neletha I. Butterfield: It’s like in the gym dur-
ing the 100 day challenge. Mr. Roban can tell you 
about that. They say, Well, look at this. We, the Regu-
lars, can’t get in because all these people who want to 
do the 100 Day Challenges here. Felt kind of uncom-
fortable, but they welcomed us in, Mr. Speaker.  
 Mr. Speaker, again, I refer to this discussion 
Green Paper and I go back to yesterday; not back to 
my speech, but back to when I went to help with the 
hall of fame in giving out some certificates. And, yes, I 
became emotional because when they put the CD in 
for the late Thelma Wilson Tucker, way back in 1949, 
there I saw the late Mr. Charles Butterfield on the 
drums. Then walks in Kid Trott and sat right beside 
me. I didn’t know him. I only knew him from a picture 
on the conga drums with his vest on, nothing under-
neath. And he had his vest on, but he had a shirt on 
underneath yesterday. And there I saw and could 
touch Kid Trott. Wasn’t that something yesterday?  

And all of a sudden I felt the vibes of what 
happened back then in tourism. It was blooming in the 
hotels. And I know, because my mother snuck me in 
and gave my brother, Roger, and I Coke and Cherry 
way in the back. So I saw all that was going on.  

I was talking about June Caisey and all of a 
sudden, the song that they played said, “He’s got the 
whole world in His hands; He’s got me and you, 
brother, in his hands.” And I thought (and it’s too bad 
Mr. Butler, the Honourable Member, is not here) I was 
hearing things.  

Then it said [singing] “It’s got the gambling 
man in His hands, it’s got the gambling man . . .” I 
said, my gosh! And to think tomorrow I am going to be 
hearing the debate about that gambling man. Even he 
is in God’s hands, Mr. Speaker. 

So, it continues, and it continues even when 
we look at the social ills. So my challenge tonight, and 
it is not for all churches. It is not. I know of churches 
that are doing a great job. Every church has a building 

fund and the building is built, you know. I do not know 
if you know that. Always put to the building fund. In 
some churches, the building is built; and some are 
not.  

But my plea is that we all have to work to-
gether in this. And I have a reason for saying this. And 
before I go to that reason, there was something else I 
used to do wearing my hat in another place. Some 20 
years ago a young man said to me, “I have so much 
money, I have it dug in the ground and I do not know 
what to do with it.” Back then, I said, “I shouldn’t tell 
him to give it to me.”  

Back then I said, “Just put it in an envelope 
and leave it at the door of the church of your choice. 
And I am sure that when the Pastor or the Saxton 
comes along and opens the door, he will say ‘Great, 
we’ve had a blessing from somewhere today.’” 

So I am telling you, these types of things . . . if 
that would have been accepted, because up to today I 
do not know what ever happened. He probably dug it 
up and used it himself. 

So, Mr. Speaker, even what is popular is not 
necessarily proper. I have listened to the talk shows 
and most have said, yes, the Church has an important 
role to play. And, like us politicians, we are blamed 
daily for the social ills. We are blamed daily. What are 
you going to do?  

Recently I went to a church function, and I am 
going to give you two examples of that and then I am 
going to close, because I believe much has been said. 
At one function, had I not been a woman of faith, or 
had I not known right from wrong, that preacher said 
to everybody, “Don’t worry about them politicians, they 
can’t help you.”  

This was very recently. If I could have gone 
under the pew, I would have gone under there. If I 
could have run to the door, which was at the back of 
the church so I was not able to get out, I would have 
gone. But you have to remember that our feelings are 
hurt as well. And the Scriptures tell you to hold us up, 
hold the government on your shoulders. We know the 
Scripture.   

I didn’t know what to do. But I could feel the 
presence of the eyes on me. Not the Lord! I felt the 
presence of the eyes on me. They must have said, 
God, why would that man make her feel like that? You 
sign that petition. Let’s get it signed. No gaming. No 
gaming. And that’s inappropriate. 

I would rather have to hear something of sub-
stance that we can all come up here and debate and 
discuss. I can recall in Jamaica where, I can’t remem-
ber the exact words but . . . oh, I think it was the 
church is undermining progress, right there in the 
headlines of the Gleaner. I said, “Goodness, what’s 
going on here?” And it had to do with gaming.  

I do not know how many travel to the south, 
but you see Digicel, you see “Lottery On” and just five 
minutes before JVTV comes on, it shows you all kinds 
of things. So it’s all about choice. You have to be in 
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control. And if we want to do more to change people’s 
lives and change them around, we are going to have 
to get out there and canvas.  
 We chase away Jehovah’s Witnesses, but 
only they and the politicians knock on your door can-
vassing. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. D. Neletha I. Butterfield: I have done my can-
vas, so I do not have to. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. D. Neletha I. Butterfield: You know a lot too. Be 
careful [that] you are not coming across here! 
 
[Laughter] 
 
Hon. D. Neletha I. Butterfield: So, Mr. Speaker, there 
are thirsty souls out there.  
 Now, I am going to close with something I can 
recall because I remember my father . . . and I do not 
know if anybody else’s parents did this, but he used to 
play the pools. God, that made him so happy. Yes.  

And he would say, “Tell your momma I will 
come back when I get my coupons.”  

 
[Inaudible interjections] 

 
Hon. D. Neletha I. Butterfield: So you do recall. 
 And you know what I got out of it? That he 
was close. It’s called Little Woods, he was close to the 
football scores. Three to one, he’d be happy.  
 And my mother used to say, “Why do you 
keep playing that? You’re not going to win anything.” 
 And even if he won a little something he was 
happy. You see? You see what happens? And he 
played on, and he played on, and he played on. He 
never won anything, I do not remember— 
 
The Speaker: I hope he didn’t die in despair. 
 
Hon. D. Neletha I. Butterfield: No, no, no. He didn’t. 
 The only thing he did die in despair [over] was 
the tourism in this country. And not only him, but most 
musicians. I think what happened yesterday made 
some of them feel better, but a lot of musicians died 
very hurt that they could not have been hired.  

And do you know what they did do . . . and a 
lot of them, Ghandi Burgess . . . I will start calling 
names because my father was with them. I guess 
that’s what else happened. When I opened this yes-
terday I saw Ghandi Burgess and said, “Oh my God.” 

Then I saw Lance Hayward. Then I saw Ernie 
Leader, Milt Robinson, Hubert Smith . . . you are sup-
posed to cry! Maude Fox and Errol Dell—all the peo-
ple my father played with, and played in these hotels. 

This same thing that this Honourable Minister talked 
about needs to happen again. There are musicians 
out there. They are able to bring us something to have 
us like the Deputy Premier said, like our Honourable 
Minister said, get our feet moving. We can go some-
where right now and rock the place. 

So, Mr. Speaker, I am going to end with this, 
because I am almost like giving testimony of what 
happens. When we find that there is something that 
could help us and may not help us we need to discuss 
it even further. There may be a silver lining some-
where that can help to pull us out of this very difficult 
time that we are going in. 

I have been to my departments. I have seen 
the crisis. I can remember 40 years ago it was the 
marijuana crisis. Now it’s every drug you can think of, 
whether it is from the medicine cabinet or whether it is 
from cocaine or wherever. It’s there, Mr. Speaker. And 
even if gaming came like it is in other countries, 
mother still goes on. Who would have thought we’d 
wake up one morning and see what we see in the pa-
pers—young children on drugs. And we have come 
here and talked about the psychological problems that 
are happening in our country. 
  I want to close with this, because it is food for 
thought. And I have been in the valley, truly been in 
the valley with this. Take it any way anyone wants to 
take it here or listening. 
 I attend church regularly. A Member in this 
Honourable House can vouch for that. When I arrive I 
am ready to worship. When I leave I am ready to cry. 
The reason I say that is because there is the old lady 
hugging me. “I’ve been trying to see you for financial 
assistance.” 
 Then there’s the other person. “I’d like to talk 
to you. My son’s on drugs.” 
 There’s the next person, and this is honestly 
true, there’s the next person—all in church! “You know 
my cousin had a construction accident. He can’t work. 
He’s been trying to see you for some social assis-
tance.”  
 All in the church, on a Sunday. 
 I sit up and wonder, Well, maybe you are go-
ing to have to transfer to Bedside Tabernacle. Right 
from the bed. Nobody is going to bother me, because 
I need a blessing. I need to be restored.  
 So, that’s why I went that way this evening, 
because it is very important that we cannot say one 
thing, sign something and we are not doing it all the 
way. There are people hurting. They are hurting. 
Neighbours have to help. I keep saying it, Each one 
reach one; each one, teach one. People are hurting. 
Really hurting. And we have to be able to weigh in 
and figure out where we are going to go, whether we 
have to regulate, monitor . . . we are at a crossroad. 
 Now, Mr. Speaker, am I going to be judged by 
my decision? Will I be forgiven? Will I be blessed? Or 
will I be cursed? Those are the things that happen in 
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this country. And those are the reasons why people 
are listening, or are here to see what’s happening.  
 Mr. Speaker, I close by saying this: I am in for 
value. Thank you. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you Minister Butterfield, from 
Pembroke West Central. 
 I now recognise the Honourable and Learned 
Member, Mr. S. Crockwell, from Pembroke West.  
 He is now going to talk on the Green Paper 
for Gaming in Bermuda.  

The Honourable and Learned Member has 
the floor. 

 
Mr. Shawn G. Crockwell: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to rise this evening 
to contribute to this debate. I think we have had a ro-
bust debate on this Green Paper today and on this 
issue. 
 I must say that I am a bit surprised by the 
proportion of individuals who have come out so ve-
hemently against the concept of gaming, Mr. Speaker. 
But I think it is healthy because it gives us all an op-
portunity, and I did not want to be deprived of the op-
portunity to articulate how I feel and reiterate the posi-
tion of the Bermuda Democratic Alliance. 
 Mr. Speaker, I want to first of all say that my 
honourable colleague, and he actually asked me to 
say this, Mr. Mark Pettingill, who spoke earlier today, 
and he certainly stated that we supported the concept 
of gaming. Then he also made some statements in his 
perspective in the Church’s position on this issue. 
 He wanted me to speak on his behalf and 
clarify that he, in that instance, Mr. Speaker, was 
speaking for himself. And I just want to say, and I 
think it is important to say this because I have a long 
history with the Seventh Day Adventist Church, where 
I was born and raised. My father is still a very active 
member in the Southampton Seventh Day Adventist 
Church. A previous head out, as the Honourable 
Member, Mr. James, a good friend of the family, 
stated. 

And I have had this debate with my father, Mr. 
Speaker. I think it is important, I think that each Mem-
ber who spoke on this topic should first declare 
whether or not they have or they are engaging in any 
form of gaming. I think that is the very first thing 
someone should do; honestly stand up here and say 
whether or not from time to time they enjoy gaming, 
whether or not it’s Crown and Anchor, or whether or 
not it is a casino. 

I am going to declare my interest and say that 
I do, Mr. Speaker, enjoy gaming from time to time. 
And when I travel that factors into the destination that 
I like to go to, Mr. Speaker. I have been to Las Vegas, 
Mr. Speaker, and I enjoyed the atmosphere there. If I 
go to a casino, Mr. Speaker, I will take a limit. And 
when that amount of money runs out, then that’s it for 
me. And I enjoy the entertainment, because that’s 

what it is for me. I do not go to a casino to engage in 
gaming in order to make money. If I make money, 
then that’s great. And I have been to casinos and 
been up, and then broke even; or lost what I showed 
up with, Mr. Speaker. 

My father would always say . . . he could not 
understand why I would want to go to a casino and 
lose money. I would say, “Daddy, I would go to a ca-
sino and play for three of four hours and I will be en-
tertained. I will enjoy it because I enjoy playing cards.” 

Now, I was actually raised in a family and  a 
group of families that played a card game called 
“Wolfe.” I do not know if anyone in this House is famil-
iar with the game of Wolfe, but it is very similar to Bid-
wiz. But it is not used with the ordinary deck of cards. 
There is a special different deck of cards with similar 
numbers. But it does not have the King, Queen and 
Joker. 

For whatever reason we would go on a Satur-
day night from sundown until 3 o’clock in the morning 
playing this game. They would enjoy it. It was a great 
family atmosphere and we did it weekly, and we would 
rotate homes. But we would not use . . . and I always 
said to my father, what’s wrong with using an ordinary 
deck of cards and playing a game of Bid-wiz or play-
ing Euchre, whatever the case may be, but it is okay 
to use this deck of cards (there is an interesting ra-
tionalisation) but on the whole casino you would say, 
Why would you go and lose $300 gaming?  
 I would say, you know, “Daddy, what do you 
enjoy when you travel?”  
 My father is an avid golfer, Mr. Speaker. I 
cannot tell you how much he has spent over the years 
on fees at Port Royal. He is a member at the Port 
Royal Golf Course. Every Father’s Day he made it 
easy for me, because I knew exactly what I was going 
to get my Daddy, something involved with golf.  
 Mr. Speaker, he would go to Florida and he 
would spend five days playing golf. I would say, 
“Daddy, how much did you spend on golf on your trip 
to Florida?” Maybe $500 or $600 playing golf. 
 “Did you enjoy it?” 
 “Yes I did.” 
 Well, what’s the difference? If I want to spend 
$300 or $400 in a casino and enjoy myself and be 
entertained and walk away with a memorable experi-
ence for me, then, Mr. Speaker, I engage in enter-
tainment of my choice. 
 I do not believe that there is anything immoral 
about that. I do not believe that there is anything im-
moral about someone taking $50 and betting on Tiger 
Woods to win the Players Championship. I do not 
think anything is wrong with that. 
 I do not think there is anything wrong with 
someone being at Cup Match and after the second 
day they realise that their budget for Cup Match, they 
have $30 left in their pocket and they put it down on 
Crown. Or, if you prefer, the anchor, Mr. Speaker. I 
personally do not think anything is wrong with that. 
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 But I do think something is wrong if someone 
wants to take his rent money and put it down on 
Crown and Anchor. But that has nothing to do with 
gaming. That is something to do with that individual. 

Mr. Speaker, What is very important is if 
someone has a gaming problem today, if there are 
individuals in our community that have issues with 
gaming, they are gambling somewhere in Bermuda. 
They are doing that right now. I do not believe that if 
we pass legislation to allow for an expansion of gam-
ing that over night we are going to all of a sudden 
have a proliferation of individuals who are addicted to 
gaming.  

But I do believe—and this is why I want to 
clarify our position—that we have to look at the poten-
tial issues. I think that is part of the purpose of this 
debate. We have to investigate what the potential so-
cial pitfalls are and see if we can—and I believe that 
we can—mitigate against that to ensure that it does 
not happen. 

But, Mr. Speaker, I just want to say that from 
my personal perspective—and I am not ashamed to 
say it—I do not believe that there is anything immoral 
with responsible gambling. I do not. But I appreciate 
the position that the Church has put forward. I do re-
spect the position that the Church has put forward. I 
think the Church has addressed our minds to real 
concerns. And we have to be appreciative and we 
have to be attentive to their voice.  

I can tell you that there were certain members 
of the clergy that graced our Chamber today. Indi-
viduals like Bishop Lloyd Duncan Smith, who I have a 
great deal of respect for, and who has counseled me, 
Mr. Speaker, and he has invited me into his church. 

In the Chamber as we speak, we have Rever-
end Lamb.  

 
Some Hon. Members: Bishop. 
 
Mr. Shawn G. Crockwell: Bishop Reverend Lamb, 
who I have also had the pleasure of speaking to and 
receiving counsel.  

I have a great deal of respect for these giants 
in our community. And we need to listen to them. Mr. 
Speaker, this is very important: It is okay for us to dis-
agree on certain issues. It is okay. And on this issue I 
happen to disagree.  
 I do believe that we can create something that 
is dynamic. I do believe that we have the expertise, 
and I do believe that we have the intelligence in this 
country to create something that can assist our tour-
ism industry and that can assist and stimulate our 
economy and not lend to some of the concerns that 
have been articulated today. I think we can do it. 
 Mr. Speaker, we must decide (and this has 
been stated already) if we want to be competitive in 
the tourism industry. We have to make that decision. 
We are a tourist destination. And we have to decide if 

we want to be competitive. All of our competitors rec-
ognise the benefit of having a casino in their jurisdic-
tions. And we realise that our tourism product is in 
crisis.  
 Tourism in Bermuda is dying on the vine, as 
we speak. Hamilton is a ghost town, Mr. Speaker. 
There is no vibrancy here in our tourism product. 
What goes on after dinner in Bermuda, Mr. Speaker?  
 So we have to confront this issue. I agree with 
what I heard earlier today. We need to deal with local 
entertainment. We need to deal with all of those 
things. We have to be more creative. And I think that 
the introduction of casino gaming can be an addition 
to the entertainment that we offer and can be an addi-
tion to the attraction to Bermuda. 

Now, from the beginning of this debate I have 
heard from the Honourable Premier and others who 
support this concept that gaming is not the panacea. I 
do not think anyone has gotten up and said that bring-
ing casino gaming to Bermuda is going to solve all of 
our tourism woes. No. It is not. We know that. 

And it may not be what will guarantee devel-
opment in tourism in Bermuda. But, it may assist. And 
this is where I think it gets important, Mr. Speaker. I 
believe it is certainly worth exploring the issue. I be-
lieve that it is worth trying to figure out whether or not 
this can assist our tourism product and hence assist 
the economy because we cannot continue to rely 
solely on international business. 

The Green Paper indicates that casinos will 
improve the tourism product, encourage investment, 
increase jobs and generate government revenue. 
Now, the Green Paper, the document . . . like any 
other comprehensive document you can extract from 
the document arguments for and arguments against. 
Apparently the document is somewhat pro gaming 
and pro casino gaming. But we have also heard indi-
viduals refer to the document and be able to extract 
stats and other statements which also raise concerns 
about it. 

But when I saw that particular statement, it got 
my attention. I said to myself, Well, if casinos have the 
potential of doing this, then I think we certainly need to 
consider it. 

Now, I heard the Opposition Leader say ear-
lier today, and other people have said, especially 
those who support a tourism authority, that we need to 
allow those individuals who are in the tourism industry 
to influence tourism policy. Now, Mr. Speaker, I re-
ceived a letter from the Bermuda Hotel Association 
who were urging me to support this Green Paper and 
its recommendations. I would think that the Bermuda 
Hotel Association would be part of the experts that we 
are looking for direction from. 

We have heard from individual hoteliers, Mr. 
Speaker, like John Jefferis . And today we saw an 
article in the newspaper from a former tourism minis-
ter, Mr. David Dodwell. And I will quote what Mr. Dod-
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well said “. . . an upscale Monte Carlo style casino on 
Front Street could provide a much needed addition to 
Bermuda's night-time entertainment product.” 
  So, do I ignore the comments of a hotelier 
who runs one of the most successful hotels in Ber-
muda, former tourism minister under the United Ber-
muda Party for over 10 years? Do I now ignore his 
recommendations? He is supporting an upscale 
Monte Carlo style casino. 
 I think we have to listen, and ask, Why do you 
support that Mr. Dodwell?  
  We know that the former tourism minister, 
Ms. Renee Webb, is quoted as saying, if you will allow 
me, Mr. Speaker, “We are an upscale destination so 
you would want upscale gaming similar to Monte 
Carlo, a high class type of scenario.” 
 We heard John Jefferis  make similar com-
ments. We have heard Sir John Swan, former Pre-
mier, support this concept. 
 So, certainly, this cannot be a concept that is 
completely and totally off the wall, that is completely 
and totally without merit. Are we saying that the for-
mer Premier, Sir John Swan, does not have the best 
interests of this country? Are we saying that all of 
these individuals who we have entrusted in leadership 
positions no longer care about Bermuda, Mr. 
Speaker?  
 I cannot accept that. 
 Now, I am not dismissing the concerns that 
have been raised. But I am saying that we need to 
objectively investigate this issue. So I certainly say 
that we, the United Bermuda . . . sorry, we, the Ber-
muda Democratic Alliance. 
 
Some Hon. Members: Oooh! 
 
[Inaudible interjections, laughter and general uproar] 
 
[Gavel] 
 
Mr. Shawn G. Crockwell: That certainly was a slip, 
Mr. Speaker. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
The Speaker: [Gavel] 
 Just a minute.  

Will the Honourable Members, let me see 
your backs please. 
 Carry on Mr. Crockwell. 
 
Mr. Shawn G. Crockwell: Yes, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Barritt, to my right here, gave me a 
flashback. 
 Mr. Speaker, we, in the Bermuda Democratic 
Alliance, Mr. Speaker, we support, Mr. Speaker, the 
concept of gaming for Bermuda. We recognise the 
potential that it could have on our tourism product and 

that it could have in stimulating the economy in this 
country, Mr. Speaker. 
 We believe that there are significant meas-
ures that need to be in place. We believe that there 
should be strong and transparent regulation for the 
entire industry. We believe that there should be a 
transparent tendering process re granting the rights 
for those who are going to run the casino. We believe 
that requirements regarding the proportion of Ber-
mudians to be employed should be to the benefit of 
Bermudians. A much more significant proportion of 
revenue generated to be dedicated towards the po-
lice, health and social services.  

We believe that if it is done right, Mr. Speaker, 
if we have the proper regulation in place, if we do eve-
rything that we can to mitigate the potential social ills 
that it could be a good thing for Bermuda. And we 
should not just push it aside out of fear. We have to 
be progressive. We cannot remain idle while our com-
petitors pass us by.  

I think that we can look at other models. We 
can look at other jurisdictions; we can glean from what 
has been done wrong in other jurisdictions and ensure 
that we do not repeat it here. But I do think that there 
is potential. But we were very clear, Mr. Speaker, that 
if the ultimate recommendation and legislation does 
not have in place the protection for Bermudians, that 
we would not support it at that point.  

But we do not think it is responsible at this 
juncture just to come out and say we are against it. 
Everyone in this House today has been speculative, 
Mr. Speaker. We do not know what the impact will be. 
It could be very progressive and positive for Bermuda. 
Should we not explore it? Should we not be more ob-
jective and more open minded about it? 

Finally, Mr. Speaker, I just want to say that we 
have heard recommendations from the Opposition 
and from others that this issue should be put to a ref-
erendum. Certainly, that was a recommendation that 
was raised in our caucus. If that would help assuage 
some of our concerns, and if that would help put to 
bed whether or not the majority in this country favour 
or disfavour gaming, then I would like to encourage 
the Government to take that under consideration and, 
if possible expedite the process and maybe have this 
matter go to the people via referendum in July. 

But I would like to put the Opposition on no-
tice today that we should be prepared to abide by the 
results of that referendum, Mr. Speaker, if and when it 
happens. If we hear a majority say, yes; then it really 
at that point would militate against a substantial part of 
the argument that we have heard today. 

We have also done the doorsteps, Mr. 
Speaker, with this story. And to my surprise, the ma-
jority of the individuals that I spoke to were in favour of 
the concept of gaming. And many of them raised simi-
lar concerns that we heard today. But the majority that 
I spoke to—black and white, young and old—were in 
favour. 
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But I had an interesting experience. I went to 
the home of a client, Mr. Speaker. And this particular 
client is a church-going, upstanding member in the 
community. Her entire family is. Her mother was at 
home when I got there (and her mother is apparently 
a bedrock of a particular church), and I hadn’t met the 
mother prior so I was really eager to meet the mother 
because I’d heard so much about her from my client.  

And she said, “Oh, my mom is in the living 
room and she is relaxing.”  

And I said, “Okay, but I would like to meet her 
before I go.” And I went in there and do you know that 
I found the mother sitting down on her computer play-
ing a slot machine. And I had no idea, because you 
know, I am not into gaming like that. But I had no idea 
that that was going on, and she just sat there and I do 
not know if she was wagering or not or if it was just for 
recreation, but for the entire hour that I was there, 
there she was relaxing, playing this game.  

And I said to myself, How interesting that this 
church-going family—I didn’t see it as anything im-
moral about it, I didn’t say, Oh my goodness I can’t 
believe she’s doing it—but I thought it was interesting 
that that was how she chose to relax on this particular 
Sunday afternoon. 

 And so, all I am saying is—and I would like to 
echo what the Honourable Member, Mr. Butler, said— 
I thought he spoke well on this. We have to be honest 
with ourselves, Mr. Speaker. We have to be honest 
with ourselves. And let us not just say things because 
we think it’s politically expedient because we are 
really deceiving the people of this country when we’re 
not being honest with ourselves about how we really 
feel about this issue.  

Let’s see how many people are flying to Las 
Vegas on a regular basis, and how many people fly to 
Atlantic City on a regular basis, Mr. Speaker. It hap-
pens often. I do not believe that there is anything im-
moral about gaming. I think, Mr. Speaker, that we can, 
and we have the ability and we have the capacity to, 
create something that will be beneficial to the people 
of this country. But I think that we need to have the 
will, I mean, to sit down and be objective and work 
hard to achieve that. 

 I am grateful, thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you Mr. Crockwell, the Honour-
able and Learned Member from Pembroke West. 
 I now recognise the Honourable and Learned 
Member, Mr. M. Scott. Minister Scott from Sandys 
North– 
 
Hon. Michael J. Scott: Mr. Speaker, I thank you. 
 
The Speaker: —to speak on the Green Paper on 
gaming for Bermuda.  

Minister Scott. 
 

Hon. Michael J. Scott: Mr. Speaker, as our case is 
new, so must we act anew. 

Central to the Lincoln proposition is the whole 
sense and concept of time and timing. At the time that 
Lincoln was speaking, he was engaged in a policy 
change about the movement from an American policy 
of negroes being removed from slavery and ushered 
into freedom—a difficult concept at the time of the 
President. Today we seek, through the Minister of 
Tourism, to discuss a matter that is plugged into the 
national economic interest that was a principle central 
thrust of casino gaming in our country. Not surprising 
that a Minister of Tourism would bring this kind of 
proposition. The levels of pressure on a Minister of 
Tourism to improve, diversify and innovate the product 
of tourism in any jurisdiction or ministry over which 
that minister has responsibility would have these kinds 
of propositions and proposals put to him. So not un-
usual; this is the stuff of the Minister of Tourism.  

And it is not surprising that Minister Web, a 
former Minister of the United Bermuda Party, former 
minister—shall I wait for a moment, Mr. Speaker, are 
we— 
 
The Speaker: Could we . . . Just . . .  

Minister?  
Just for a minute. 

 
[inaudible interjections] 
 
The Speaker: All right, fine. 
 The situation is under control.  

Minister, please continue. 
 
Hon. Michael J. Scott: But, who would have thought 
though, Mr. Speaker, that a debate that was meant to 
closely examine the entire panoply of casino gaming 
in the country, plugged into the whole aspect of tour-
ism and our national economic interest, would have 
had its focus so [wind around] and consistently deal 
with the whole element—also a legitimate element 
within the question of casino gaming—of the social 
impact. And the answer is, timing. 

 I believe when we had the whole beginning of 
lotteries debate in this country . . . as I read the execu-
tive summary of the Green Paper, it read just like the 
beginning of the executive summary, such as it was, 
for lotteries in this country.  

Just after the war, the concept was, lottery 
Acts being passed in Bermuda at a time when em-
ployment was low, economically the country was ex-
periencing post-war blues and there wasn’t much to 
do. And so lottery was seen as a level of entertain-
ment being introduced for the returning officers and 
members of the services, our Bermudian troops re-
turning to Bermuda.  

And that was that time. And even when the 
time that Sir John and former Minister Web or former 
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Minister Dodwell, or anyone spoke on this subject, the 
time was different. And so, to my honourable and 
learned colleague, Mr. Crockwell, who just took his 
seat, all perfectly legitimate observations and cases to 
cite. And all perfectly legitimate proposals from these 
ladies and gentlemen who spoke in this House or 
spoke in this community, having the interests of Ber-
muda at heart. But the timing . . . The reason that we 
see in the House tonight this mood that focuses on 
the social impact is a question of timing.  

I know that when I considered my position as 
we led up to the proposal of the debate on the Green 
Paper, I put the question to my colleagues, too, Is this 
timing? And is the timing correct? And I left it as an 
open question. Tonight’s debate has been most in-
structive. And it has confirmed, with excellent presen-
tations . . . and it has certainly helped me to focus my, 
my position on casino gaming at this time.  

I believe that the Green Paper was somewhat 
short on the whole question of the ratio of benefit of 
gaming to social impact. That proposition has been 
argued much more in-depth by Members on the other 
side and by Members on this side. And so I have been 
assisted considerably by the level of investigation 
preparatory to this debate. And I think that we all can 
agree that the situation in Bermuda at this time does 
not propose that gaming is correct at this time. And 
so, there we have it.  
 I want to just touch on two other elements in 
my contribution to tonight’s debate. I heard the hon-
ourable former Premier Scott say that he wanted to 
bring within the debate the views of our spiritual lead-
ership in the country. And I had the very fortunate and 
lucky experience of having met with a number of our 
spiritual leaders, Mr. Speaker, and to canvass their 
views, not on gaming, but on the prevalence and the 
spate of violent crime in our country. And I met with a 
number of spiritual leaders.  

Bishop Lamb was one of the persons with 
whom I spoke. Bishop Duncan, I spoke with. And it 
was interesting that at the end of that experience, at 
the end of the prayers, at the end of the views shared 
with me by our spiritual leadership, there was a clarity 
of focus that came to me that I hadn’t considered 
about gaming or gambling. And it may have had to do 
with fact that I was with these spiritual leaders and 
they were giving me and sharing with me.  

But one of the things that began to galvanise 
and put in my mind doubts about gaming was the fact 
that I calculated that drug money, driving the violent 
crime and the turf protection, would end up in our ca-
sinos. And I thought, well that’s a concern that I do 
have—the money laundering element. And would we 
be really contributing to the solution that I was solicit-
ing (solutions and answers from our spiritual leader-
ship) if we opened gaming more widely and it became 
a place where we facilitated, even in a wider way, the 
laundering of money or the support of casinos by that 
kind of money.  

And we know . . . one of the things that came 
out in my exercise of speaking about this both with my 
political colleagues and Members of the Cabinet and 
with the spiritual leadership, that the levels of money, 
drug money involved today, have gotten to the mil-
lions. So it’s a new economy, it’s an illegal, new econ-
omy. And so, that gave me cause for pause. 
 The other thing that I wish to reflect on came 
directly out of my talks and chats with Reverend Lamb 
in particular. And that is that they have a perspective, 
they’ve given a broad opposition to gaming in Ber-
muda. But as Reverend Lamb, Bishop Lamb and oth-
ers indicated to me, they are the front line for manag-
ing the broken emotions and the boo-hooing and the 
crying on the shoulders that results, whether it is from 
gaming or a broken relationship, or grief. The spiritual 
leadership is the front line. So they have a vested in-
terest in this matter as they do on all matters that have 
a social, emotional impact. It is a legitimate concern 
and they do bring, therefore, a most important per-
spective to the table.  

So, those were the two things that I have 
taken from this short window of lead-up to the debate 
on gaming in the country. It’s quite clear, for myself, 
that my initial gut feeling about the timing of this was a 
feeling that was both sustained, sustainable and accu-
rate. It was a true one. And so, I express it again, to-
night. The timing, as has been confirmed by most 
speakers—and I do not discount the effort of the Min-
ister of Tourism to be responsive. I do not discount the 
proponents, such as those who have gone before us, 
whether as Ministers or members of this community, 
to examine what I have seen in Monte Carlo and I 
have seen at the Park Hyatt or seen on Hyde Park 
corner at the Hilton, discreet casinos within hotels 
where persons go and game. Despite those working 
out extremely peacefully and profitably in their con-
text—and they are already established.  

Today, we are . . . it’s a question of timing. 
And we are late adopters on this front of casinos in 
hotels. Alas, we do so in a context and in a time 
where we are facing some pressing social issues of 
grave concern to us all. And so, we get the push back 
that we’ve gotten. And I hope, therefore, that we will 
be guided by the particular time in which we live and 
the particular conditions under which we experience 
the whole question of policymaking in a Bermuda of 
2010.  

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you Minister Scott, the Honour-
able and Learned Member from Sandys North. 
 I now recognise the Honourable Member, Mr. 
N. Simons, from Smith’s South.  
 Mr. Simons, you have the floor. 
 
Mr. Nelson H. Cole Simons: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker.  
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 A lot has been said about the topic of gaming 
this evening. And I would have to admit . . . Mr. 
Speaker, I’ve been in this House since 1998. Almost 
fourteen years, Mr. Speaker. And I would tell you I 
have never seen anything like it in my life. Tonight’s 
performance has been extraordinary to say the least.  

Mr. Speaker, we have a Green Paper that 
was presented to this House by the Government of 
the day. I have heard five Cabinet Ministers say that 
the timing is not right for this paper, Mr. Speaker. Five 
Cabinet Ministers say, I am not . . . and I wrote their 
names down and I am going to repeat them, Mr. 
Speaker. You have the Deputy Premier who says she 
does not support the paper at this time. You have the 
Minister of Education who has said he does not sup-
port the paper at this time. You have the Minister of 
Health saying. . . he was conflicting himself. At one 
point he said no and then he went on to say that he 
supported gaming on the ships while they’re in port. 
So, you know, he was on the fence.  

Mr. Speaker, then you had Mr. Scott, again 
that’s Minister Michael Scott, say timing was an issue 
and, you know, there were other more pressing social 
issues that need to be addressed. And Minister 
Butterfield said further discussion was required. And 
Minister Blakeney said the timing was not right and a 
referendum was required.  

Mr. Speaker— 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Mr. Nelson H. Cole Simons: —that’s fine.  

Mr. Speaker, the interesting thing that I find 
was that they said they all are making a decision 
based on their core principles and values. And I do 
not doubt that, Mr. Speaker.  

But, Mr. Speaker, what I find most intriguing is 
. . . and I refer you to the last page of the Report. It 
says: “With or without additional forms of gaming, an 
omnibus piece of legislation regulating gaming will be 
tabled in the Third Term of this 2009/2010 legislative 
session. Such a bill will be tabled in time to permit de-
bate on it in July, 2010.” 
 Now, Mr. Speaker, if the timing is not right, if 
there is no support for this, how can Cabinet confuse 
the people of this country saying that they are going to 
table the legislation and it will be debated in July? Mr. 
Speaker, it makes no sense to me. And you wonder 
why people question the integrity of our parliamentari-
ans.  

Mr. Speaker, I cannot, for the life of me, un-
derstand how Cabinet has allowed this to occur—and 
we are honourable people, Mr. Speaker. Something is 
wrong. It makes no sense. Either the Cabinet says 
they withdraw the debate that is scheduled for July 
2010, and defer the White Paper and defer the legisla-
tion until another time has come. And I sat patiently 
listening to see if anyone would make an amendment 

to the next step forward, and not one person said it. 
So, Mr. Speaker, I am intrigued by the whole process 
this evening— 
 
The Speaker: Dame Jennifer Smith spoke about that 
very subject. 
 
Mr. Nelson H. Cole Simons: But Dame Jennifer, Mr. 
Speaker, is not a part of Cabinet. She is not in Cabi-
net, Mr. Speaker.  
 
The Speaker: And, if you read the paper, the paper 
recommended that all the little pieces that have to do 
with gambling or gaming should be consolidated into 
one Act, sir. 
 
Mr. Nelson H. Cole Simons: Mr. Speaker— 
 
The Speaker: I presume this is what that reference 
means. 
 
Mr. Nelson H. Cole Simons: Mr. Speaker, Mr. 
Speaker, I take your point. I take your point, Mr. 
Speaker.  
 
The Speaker: Did you miss it? 
 
[Inaudible interjections and laughter] 
 
Mr. Nelson H. Cole Simons: But Mr. Speaker, we are 
in mace. And they have committed to the public that 
they will have an omnibus piece of legislation in this 
House July 2010. 

Mr. Speaker, we have the White Paper to ad-
dress which will define government policy, because 
we do not know what government policy is yet, Mr. 
Speaker.  

And so, will the Cabinet team come clean with 
the people of Bermuda on this matter? They have 
danced around and they have said, Mr. Speaker, that 
the timing is not right, that they should take it back to 
the drawing board. But, Mr. Speaker, they are respon-
sible for taking it back to the drawing board—they can 
make a difference. If they do not support it, withdraw 
it, Mr. Speaker.  

And so, I think, if we’re going to be principled 
and do the right thing, I would implore one of the 
Cabinet Ministers to say, We would like to withdraw 
the next steps as defined in the Report and say this 
White Paper will be presented when the time is more 
appropriate and when we have addressed some of 
our social problems that we face today. 

 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Mr. Nelson H. Cole Simons: Mr. Speaker, I am not 
finished, so I shall continue. 
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The Speaker: Carry on. 
 
Mr. Nelson H. Cole Simons: Mr. Speaker, I would 
like to address the comments made by the BDA team, 
Mr. Speaker. 

Mr. Speaker, this is one of the most important 
national issues that we have. Mr. Speaker, early this 
week the BDA came out and said that they supported 
gaming based on various caveats. I accept that. Yet, 
Mr. Speaker, here in the House we have a debate–
one-third of the BDA team says, It ain’t happening—
and two-thirds of the BDA team says, Well, definitely I 
think it’s a good thing, and I don’t see nothing immoral 
about gambling.  

Mr. Speaker, again, are we sending mixed 
messages to the community? And is the community 
going to say, What is wrong with those Gombeys on 
the hill—they cannot be honest and consistent with 
the messages and positions that need to be taken on 
hard issues, Mr. Speaker.  

Mr. Speaker, on the issue of referendum, one 
question—whether United Bermuda Party would 
commit to a decision of a referendum. Mr. Speaker, if 
a proper wording or referendum was structured and 
presented to the people of this country and the people 
of this country sent a clear message that they wanted 
gaming, then the United Bermuda Party would have 
no choice but to deliver if two-thirds of the populace 
said they want it. So there is no doubt, and let there 
be no doubt in this community that we would stick to a 
decision made as a result of a referendum, Mr. 
Speaker. 

 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Mr. Nelson H. Cole Simons: Mr. Speaker, now I 
would like to move on to [former] Premier Scott’s 
comments.  

Mr. Speaker, I have a lot of respect for the 
honourable former Premier Scott. And one thing, Mr. 
Speaker, I find most intriguing . . . I had never heard 
the Government or anybody on the Government’s side 
talk of this legislation smells of corruption. And he 
mentioned—and I counted it, Mr. Speaker. He men-
tioned “corruption” over 20 times, Mr. Speaker. He 
says, Mr. Speaker, “This cannot be the slippery slope 
for corruption in this country, Mr. Speaker.”  

Mr. Speaker, is there a concern that is going 
on, on that side, that he knows about that Bermuda 
does not know about? And I just ask the question, Mr. 
Speaker.   
 
[inaudible interjections] 
 
Mr. Nelson H. Cole Simons: Mr. Speaker, now I 
would like to move on to my own comments in this 
regard. 
 
An Hon. Member: And whose were those? 

 
[Laughter] 
 
Mr. Nelson H. Cole Simons: This was just— 
 
An Hon. Member: Whose were those comments? 
 
Mr. Nelson H. Cole Simons: These are my com-
ments based on a review. I know I said the wrong 
word, I accept that. 
 
[Inaudible interjections, laughter and general uproar] 
 
Mr. Nelson H. Cole Simons: Mr. Speaker, I agree 
that at this point there are other social issues that 
need to be addressed. These issues, as has been 
said earlier, talks about crime and education. And I 
am not going to go back down that avenue because 
those issues have been aired rather extensively and I 
need not add anything new to that debate, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 But one thing that I would like to address, Mr. 
Speaker, is the issue of new tourism initiatives. The 
Green Paper was presented based on a tool that can 
be used to improve tourism in this country, Mr. 
Speaker. The Deputy Premier talked about getting 
musicians out and reinvigorating our entertainment 
industry after dinner in this country. And I support her 
100 per cent, Mr. Speaker.  
Mr. Speaker, we need to exhaust other opportunities 
to reinvigorate entertainment in this country. Earlier 
this evening someone mentioned former Minister 
Renee Webb. And we talked about how the Ber-
mudian entertainers were not even being considered 
by the local hotels and they were basically left out in 
the wilderness, Mr. Speaker. I remember quite suc-
cinctly and quite clearly that Minister Webb would 
have none of this. And I do not see why the Premier 
would have none of this, as well.  
One Sunday afternoon at the Hamilton Princess, Min-
ister Webb instructed the hoteliers and all the enter-
tainers to be at Princess at the same time. And all of 
the Bermudian entertainers came out. And the hotel-
iers were there, and if they didn’t know about Cal 
Simons, the singer, Whitney . . . whatever, then, Mr. 
Speaker, they had the opportunity to see firsthand 
what local talent was in this country.  

Mr. Speaker, I was there because I was acting 
Shadow Minister of Tourism. And I want to tell you 
that it was one of the most entertaining afternoons 
that we’ve had in a long time, Mr. Speaker.  

And so, if the Premier spent more time really 
committing to this issue, like Minister Webb, he could 
have had 10, 20 of these events in the last 3 years so 
that our local entertainers could be face to face with 
the hotel managers and the hotel owners. So I ask 
them to learn from past experiences. It has been done 
before, Mr. Speaker. And there is no reason why it 
cannot be done again. So I invite the Premier to have 
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further opportunities for local entertainers to sing and 
perform before hotel managers at a number of events 
at one of the hotel establishments, Mr. Speaker.  

Mr. Speaker, the other issue that I would like 
for the Government to consider to boost tourism is 
basically having a cultural centre for the performing 
arts. Instead of having a casino have a cultural centre 
that will be in use all year round. And it will be for our 
locals and it will be for our tourism, Mr. Speaker. They 
can do dancing, they can do theatre, they can do lit-
erature, they can do opera, they can do whatever art 
discipline they can. And they can work in conjunction 
with tourism, like the Bermuda Festival that we have, 
and ensure that this centre is managed and is per-
forming all year round.  

Mr. Speaker, when the piece of legislation 
came through in regard to gaming on cruise ships at 
our docks, NCL Cruise Ships said to us at our meeting 
that they would not have any objections to having an 
entertainment centre up in Dockyards. And that they 
would underwrite the cost themselves. And, again, 
they were prepared to partner with us to provide a 
cultural centre or an entertainment centre for their 
guests. And so, again, the issue is What do we do in 
Bermuda after dark? And there are other alternatives 
available to Bermuda than gambling. All we have to 
do is put our mind to it and get on with the process, 
Mr. Speaker.  
 
[Inaudible interjections and laughter] 
 
Mr. Nelson H. Cole Simons: Mr. Speaker, I shall 
move on to my next issue.  

I read through the Report and there were a lot 
of issues that would go in making a Green Paper on 
gaming, Mr. Speaker. And if we were to move ahead 
with this industry we would need to ensure that it is 
managed effectively—that controls are in place. We 
would have to ensure that the sponsors of the gaming 
operations are people that we want to do business 
with. We would have to ensure that there is a com-
mitment to hiring Bermudians. Mr. Speaker, we have 
to ensure that the operation is clean—as far as 
crime—and we would need proper policing. 

But, Mr. Speaker, because of the social prob-
lems that we have now I have no confidence that 
when gaming comes here that the Government will be 
in a position to manage and address the additional 
social ills that will rise as a result of the new industry. 
And Mr. Speaker, why do I say I am concerned about 
the Government’s ability to manage the additional 
burdens—the additional social burdens—that come 
along with the gaming industry?  

Mr. Speaker, I think my concerns are real, be-
cause at the end of the day this Government has 
demonstrated that they cannot deal with the gang vio-
lence that is presently in this country. Mr. Speaker, 
this Government cannot even keep narcotics out of 

Westgate, Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker, this Govern-
ment cannot even keep teenagers out of clubs and 
bars, Mr. Speaker.  

Mr. Speaker— 
 
The Speaker: Now do not forget gaming now—the 
Green Paper. 
 
Mr. Nelson H. Cole Simons: Mr. Speaker, it’s re-
lated, Mr. Speaker— 
 
The Speaker: I mean you’re bringing up a lot of— 
 
Mr. Nelson H. Cole Simons: —because the Green 
Paper says there has to be a number of controls to 
make sure that it’s run effectively and adequately. And 
so, I am saying . . . and I respect the need for these 
controls, but my concern is if we can’t manage the 
social issues that we have now, Mr. Speaker, how in 
the world can we expect to manage the additional so-
cial ills that will be part of and come with a gaming 
industry?  

And, so what I am saying is if we can address 
the social problems that we face today—the drug ad-
diction pandemic that we face today—Mr. Speaker, 
then I’ll be more comfortable in saying We’ve dealt 
with drugs in Bermuda, we’ve dealt with educational 
problems in Bermuda, we’ve dealt with prostitution in 
Bermuda, we’ve dealt with gang violence in Ber-
muda—if we can say that, then I’ll be confident in 
knowing that they can deal with the challenges that 
face gaming in this country, Mr. Speaker.  

Mr. Speaker— 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
The Speaker: Carry on Mr. Simons. 
 
Mr. Nelson H. Cole Simons: Mr. Speaker, the Hon-
ourable Minister, Mr. Scott, spoke on an issue and I 
thought he was going to get on to my debate. But he 
went over it and stopped. And I said, Thank you, Mr. 
Scott.  

Mr. Speaker, as you know, I am in the finan-
cial service industry. As a consequence, I am con-
cerned about money laundering in this country. Mr. 
Speaker, I would have to say at this point that I would 
like to commend the Ministry of Finance and the Ber-
muda Monetary Authority on a job well done in ensur-
ing that Bermuda has adhered to the standards of the 
Financial Action Taskforce which basically prescribes 
the money laundering standards  
 
Bermuda Monetary Authority on a job well done in 
ensuring that Bermuda has adhered to the standards 
of the Financial Action Task Force which basically 
prescribe the money laundering standards. I want to 
thank them for ensuring that Bermuda is on the White 
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List because of the transparency. Mr. Speaker, we are 
a clean jurisdiction. We have a reputation of managing 
well the risks associated with money laundering and 
anti-terrorist financing. 
 So, Mr. Speaker, the gaming industry is 
known for attracting and being the place where money 
is laundered. I read an article that said that these 
mega casinos are like huge washing machines for 
washing dirty money. They bring in their wake organ-
ised crime, drugs, prostitution, as well as money laun-
dering, they said.   
 Mr. Speaker, in 2003 Ernst & Young did a 
study and confirmed that criminal networks interna-
tionally laundered one trillion dollars a year, and the 
casino industry is a growing target. The report went on 
to state that the rise in legalised gambling and the 
high cash volume have increased the  industry’s vul-
nerability to corruption and money laundering. And 
because of that, Mr. Speaker, Bermuda can ill afford 
to tarnish its sterling reputation as a financial centre 
that has a blue chip reputation.  
 Mr. Speaker, I was sitting back wondering if 
the Minister of Finance would bring this up, given all 
the hard work that she has done helping to get Ber-
muda where it is today. And, as she did not mention it, 
I thought that I would bring it up myself. 
 Mr. Speaker, I am not just talking from one or 
two sources. The State Department has done analysis 
and the same trends occur in casinos, be they in De-
troit, Mexico, Canada, Indonesia, and they all pertain 
to the mobsters and gangsters and people that we 
ought not to do business with, Mr. Speaker.  
 Mr. Speaker, my concern is that if we open 
the gates for gaming we will become vulnerable to the 
big kingpins of the East Coast of the United States. 
And, Mr. Speaker, believe me, those kingpins have 
more money than this Government can throw at this 
industry. So it will be us against them, Mr. Speaker, 
David and Goliath. And when they make up their 
minds that Bermuda is the place to launder their pro-
ceeds from elicit activity, be it drugs, be it terrorist fi-
nancing, we will have very little say in the matter. 
 Mr. Speaker, while I was reading this issue, I 
said, Well, how do they launder the money in these 
casinos? And it was simple, Mr. Speaker. These ca-
sino industry does not do any real KYC on their cli-
ents. They take in all this money, go to the cashier 
and say I would like to have $500 in chips. And when 
they receive the chips in exchange for their dirty 
money, Mr. Speaker, the money is laundered. And 
they can take the chips away, play the game and 
gamble, and come back out, cash in their chips and 
say, This is clean money. 
 
An Hon. Member: They clean their dirty money. 
 
Mr. Nelson H. Cole Simons: They clean their dirty 
money on Bermuda’s shores. And, Mr. Speaker, I do 
not— 

 
The Speaker: You mean, they bring suitcases of 
money?  
 
Mr. Nelson H. Cole Simons: Yes they do, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Oh? 
 
Mr. Nelson H. Cole Simons: They come in their own 
ships. These guys have their own yachts and mega 
yachts. And if you talk about Monte Carlo and Tevi 
and Monaco, I was there last week, Mr. Speaker, and 
you should see the yachts. You should see the 
yachts! 
 And when those people get off those yachts 
they have the money, and all they have to do is go 
down First Street and have a mega, super elite ca-
sino, and there they will launder millions and millions 
of dollars and we will be happy. Mr. Speaker, who will 
make the money? 
 Mr. Speaker, the question that I have is, yes, 
we need to improve entertainment. And I have no 
problem with the Minister examining this option. But in 
so examining this option, as was said by my colleague 
earlier, the Report should not be as biased as it is. It 
should be more objective. There are a number of is-
sues that need to be raised that should be in this Re-
port that were not mentioned or discussed at all. And, 
as a consequence, it undermines the validity and 
credibility of the Report. 
 Mr. Speaker, as I said, this is not a new indus-
try. If we learn from other jurisdictions—and there is 
plenty of information—if you talk to the regulators of 
other industries, if you talk to regulators of Cayman, if 
you talk to the regulators of Canada, you talk to the 
regulators of Australia, Japan or Monte Carlo, you 
would see the issues, the challenges that they face 
front and centre. And, Mr. Speaker, those challenges 
were not showcased in this Report. 
 So, Mr. Speaker, as I said, this is a wash job 
for Bermuda, and a wash job for the people of this 
House, Mr. Speaker. And I would not have believed 
that it would be a wash job had I not seen that this 
exercise that we have been through today is an exer-
cise in futility because they have committed to having 
the legislation before this House by July 2010. And on 
that note, Mr. Speaker, our Cabinet Ministers say that 
they are making a decision based on principle. Our 
team, the Opposition side, has taken a principled 
stand on behalf of the people of this country. And as a 
consequence, Mr. Speaker, I believe that the Gov-
ernment must do the right thing. Adhere to Bermuda 
values and defer the production of the White Paper 
and also remove the target date of July 2010 for bring-
ing legislation to this House. The timing is not right, 
Mr. Speaker.  
 Mr. Speaker, as Minister Butterfield said, this 
country is on fire. Our community is on fire because of 
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the crime, because of the drugs, because of the un-
employment. And we need to ensure that we have 
peace in this country again. And gaming will not bring 
peace to our home. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Mr. Simons, the Honour-
able Member from Smith’s South. 
 I am going to take the Honourable Member, 
Ms. Foggo, from St. David’s constituency. The Gov-
ernment Whip. 
 Ms. Foggo, you have the floor. 
 
Ms. Lovitta F. Foggo: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 I rise because I have a mandate. I have a 
mandate from my constituents to be their voice in this 
House this evening on the issue of gaming. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Ms. Lovitta F. Foggo: Yes indeed, every time; but 
specifically this time on the issue of gaming. 
 I will be rather brief, Mr. Speaker. Let me first 
quote these lines written here by the Australian Gov-
ernment Productivity Commission. They said, “The 
challenge for all governments is to find the response 
which balances the undoubted right of individuals to 
gamble if they wish with the ongoing responsibility of 
governments for overall community welfare.” 
 I picked this statement, Mr. Speaker, because 
no government wants to really infringe on the right or 
free will of its citizens to do something that they wish 
to do for their personal pleasure. But as pointed out in 
here, governments have a responsibility that when 
they do things they do things in a way that benefits the 
entire community. So, this is what we, as legislators, 
will become tasked with if we are faced with having to 
make a decision legislatively on the issue of gaming. 
 I have to say when you go through not just the 
Green Paper, that is a few pages long, but when you 
go through the entire CD that maybe amounts to 
about 400 pages, the part that deals with the social 
impact is sort of lean. There have not been sufficient 
studies on the social impact, the negative impact of 
gaming, for people to make a real informed decision 
as to the gaming issue here in Bermuda. 
 As a Member of Parliament, I feel duty bound 
that if I make any decision on behalf of my constitu-
ents it is a decision that is based on in-depth informa-
tion that I know at the end of the day will result in a 
beneficial outcome for this society as a whole. So, Mr. 
Speaker, I have one example from when I was an 
educator.   

Approximately 15 years ago I had a particular 
class with a young man in it and he, along with some 
of his peers, daily engaged in gambling through card 
playing. I can remember asking one day, “Where is 
this young man?” Only to find out that having engaged 

in gambling with his peers in the school, perhaps dur-
ing his lunch break I would imagine, landed him hospi-
tal for approximately two weeks with a tongue that 
was split almost totally in half, badly beaten and all of 
this happened because he was unable to pay a debt 
that he accrued through gambling with his peers while 
in school. 

This is just one small incident that took place. 
I, myself, Mr. Speaker, am not a gambler. I have 
never had great wealth at my disposal. So I loath even 
losing even one penny out of my pocket. I will say that 
I too have gone with one or two friends to Crown and 
Anchor and maybe put a $2 bill down. But I can guar-
antee you that experience was very short lived be-
cause I do not like losing money. Gambling is not a 
lure for me. Maybe I do not understand this passion 
when it comes to gambling. But I have seen firsthand, 
on a very small scale, what happens to some indi-
viduals when they do engage in this activity.  

I have read of many societies worldwide that it 
does have a negative impact even though gambling, 
when you have certain regulations in place, may result 
in a certain amount of revenue. There is no statistic 
that I could find that says outright that what is gained 
is over and above what the public purse has to pay 
out when it comes to paying out for whatever social 
ills that are associated with it. 

When I went to a meeting regarding gambling, 
because I tried as best I could to go to every meeting 
held regarding gambling because I wanted to find out 
everything that I could with respect to gambling, again 
because I know so little about it, one of the questions I 
posed was an example of where you may have a par-
ent who is a gambler and has lost all of their monies. I 
asked the presenter what statistics they had before 
them as to the mushroom effect. If we are talking 
about a family man who has, let’s say four other peo-
ple in his household (or her household), they are not 
just impacting on themselves personally, but on eve-
ryone else in that household. So there is a multiple 
effect when one person, I guess succumbs, to that 
lure of gambling. It has a negative impact for that per-
son, but it does not just impact on them; it impacts on 
that person, and on that person’s family. 

So I wondered, in terms of monies, if we were 
charged—and we would be as a Government, I would 
imagine, be somewhat charged—with then having to 
take care of that family, what that equates to in dollars 
and cents. As a Government we have more or less 
said that when you have a household that falls below 
$70,000 we have tried to put programmes in place 
that help assist them financially. I would imagine that 
in a situation like that, that would be a family that we 
would be charged with taking care of. 

Again, I want to really iterate that I feel, I 
guess . . . I wouldn’t say ‘conflicted.’ That would be 
the wrong word. I am mindful of people’s rights as in-
dividuals. But I am even more mindful that when I was 
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elected I was elected because my constituents 
thought that I would put their best interests forward 
and act responsibly for them. I can further say that I 
have been approached by many of my constituents 
who have made very clear to me what their views are 
with respect to gambling.  

And I guess I would be speaking against them 
if I were to stand here and say that I would support 
gambling because me, being their voice, I would have 
to stand before you, Mr. Speaker, and say that I have 
had an overwhelming outcry from many of the mem-
bers in my constituency who have said, “Ms Foggo, 
given all that is going on in our community,” . . . and 
even if it were not, for many of them, they would 
never, ever be able to accept gambling in this particu-
lar community. And when I was asked to go to house-
holds and speak with various individuals, I guess I 
tried to play the Devil’s advocate because I did put 
before them what is suggested could be beneficial 
with respect to some of the comments in the Green 
Paper. That still was not a buy-in for them.  
 Not that it made any difference to how I feel 
on the issue, because it did not. But I felt that I had to 
know in speaking with my constituents that they were 
giving me a well thought-out opinion and that I was 
not just dealing with anybody that was being emo-
tional and did not understand why. 
 I then felt it was my duty as their representa-
tive to be able to give them balanced arguments, the 
pros and the cons, so that whether or not that 
changed their minds—and I was not trying to do 
that—that whatever decision they had on gaming they 
could make that decision from a more informed point 
of view. 
 So, Mr. Speaker, I said I would be brief, and I 
did stand here to be the voice of my constituents and 
to let you know that basically whatever axe I put down 
for this vote, it has to be one that reflects and is in-
dicative of a responsible vote, and a vote that will 
keep Bermuda in good stead, a vote that is beneficial 
to the community as a whole.  

And if I do not have any information before me 
that allows me to know beyond a shadow of a doubt 
that gaming is beneficial, then I cannot put my name 
against gaming. When I say against gaming, against 
the idea of gaming as being something that I think is 
good for Bermuda. 

So, Mr. Speaker, to make it very clear and to 
make it clear that I speak both for me and my con-
stituents, we would have to say that we do not see 
where gaming is a good thing for the Bermuda that we 
live in today.  

Thank you, Mr. Speaker 
 

The Speaker: Thank you, Ms. Foggo, the Honourable 
Member from St. David’s. 

Any further speakers? 
 I now recognise the Honourable Member, Mr. 
W. Lister, from Sandys South Central.  

 Mr. Lister, you have the floor.  
 
Hon. Walter M. Lister: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Although the hour is late, I wanted to register 
my opinion along with all the other opinions that have 
expressed today. I will be a bit brief, but I would just 
like to say in my opening remarks, is that in the last 
two weeks I have had the opportunity to spend in a 
couple of countries where gaming was allowed and is 
very much a part of the culture of that country. Al-
though I was doing business, Mr. Speaker, I did take 
the time to see and hear and listen to how gambling 
was affecting these various countries. 
 I came to the conclusion that there are coun-
tries that have casinos which are managed, and some 
which are managed well. Mr. Speaker, I am thor-
oughly convinced that in some of the countries where 
gambling and casinos are they seem to manage 
themselves quite well. 
 Some of you may have known this past day, I 
think it was (it was), some friends of mine and my fam-
ily came from the United States on a cruise ship. And 
last night this time they were gambling on the high 
seas. Not a problem. They have been friends of ours 
for over 40 years. Tonight this time, I am sure they are 
enjoying themselves at the gambling table. 
 Mr. Speaker, I, personally, am not a gambler. 
But I do not mind going to a gambling den, a legal 
one, a casino, and seeing the operation going. But as 
hard as I have to work for my one or two pennies, Mr. 
Speaker, to throw it over a gambling desk would give 
me severe economic pain. So I personally do not in-
volve myself in those sort of activities. But I do not 
mind seeing other people throw their cash across the 
bar. As a matter of fact, sometimes I even get excited 
for them. But, for me, the answer is no. 
 But I am not opposed to gambling or opening 
casinos in Bermuda. I must say that right away be-
cause I supported the previous Bill, you may remem-
ber—the Bill that was to have gambling onboard ships 
late at night. Remember that Bill came here a few 
months ago. That was also defeated. 
 
The Speaker: Let’s not debate that again. 
 
Hon. Walter M. Lister: Just in passing. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Walter M. Lister: Well, it did come. Yes.  
 
The Speaker: Yes.  
 Carry on. 
 
Hon. Walter M. Lister: So, that was lost.  

If we judge from the number of people who 
spoke against the Bill today, we have an idea how this 
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may end up. But I am in support of it. I am going to 
say that. And in a minority you have to stand up for 
what you believe. And I do. 

The management of these casinos . . . for ex-
ample, I also happened to go to St. Martin. That was 
one of the countries I was there. It seemed to me that 
everywhere I turned there was a gambling den, there 
is a casino. And it appears to me, and from talking to 
people both there and in other countries, is that it is 
very much overdone. Very much overdone. And it al-
most defeats the purpose of what it is supposed to do. 

There are other Caribbean islands where it is 
extremely restricted and in very tight control. I was 
hoping that if that was the type of casino that was go-
ing to come to Bermuda that would be the model 
which Bermuda would follow. 

I have seen the one in Monte Carlo, and also 
the one in Las Vegas. I think Mr. Dodwell, former 
Shadow Minister of Tourism for the United Bermuda 
Party, makes a very good point. And the hoteliers 
themselves, Mr. Speaker, are really fighting against 
many, many odds.  

I do not know if any Members of Parliament 
from here, Mr. Speaker, have gone to Dockyard dur-
ing the summer evenings and seen many of the tour-
ists sitting around looking for things to do. I think that 
a lot of these people would have no problem in par-
ticipating in the gambling den here in Bermuda, gam-
bling den, meaning casino, is exactly what I mean. 
“Gambling den” is something considered to be a bit 
illegal in some quarters.  

But you see them sitting around, Mr. Speaker. 
And you talk to some of them, Mr. Speaker, and they 
ask, What is the activity to do in Bermuda?  

A number of these places which I visited in 
the last two weeks also had entertainment after din-
ner, you know, local entertainment. That is something 
that we do not have here. And that is a real problem 
that we experience in Bermuda.  

The Honourable Member, Mr. Cole Simons, 
said that the NCL were prepared to support an art 
centre in the Dockyard. Well, as chairman of the 
board, and board members, we have never heard 
anything like that discussed. I do not know where it 
came from, but it is something that . . . they may have 
said it in passing, but they have not acted on it. Noth-
ing of that sort. 

We do have a particular cruise line that wants 
to develop a particular thing in the dockyard, but it is 
not NCL.  

I think, when you look at the Bahamas, people 
say that the quality of the country will go down. Well, 
all of the violence that we have experienced in the last 
few months is not because of casinos in Bermuda. 
You cannot accuse it; you cannot match it to. All of us 
are concerned about the rise in crime.  But I believe 
that if we are given an opportunity to tightly control the 
efforts, as I have seen in some countries, I believe it 

could work and the revenue from those countries will 
allow us to develop a lot of things like further art cen-
tres or anything that we so desire. And that could be—
it will be—an economic pump for Bermuda.  

I take on board all of the concerns people 
have had who have spoken against this today. And I 
do not take them lightly either. I listened to every 
Member who has spoken against this matter, this 
Green Paper. But I am still of the opinion, Mr. 
Speaker, that this thing is the correct thing to do for 
Bermuda. All of those people who said “not at this 
time” . . . well, when? You know? They did not answer 
that question. That is a very salient point as well. We 
want to know when. 

Bermuda has come a long way without casi-
nos. And the other thing is that although this is the off 
season in the Caribbean, there are many people, 
large numbers of people there. So you can imagine 
when it is on-season and then people want to partici-
pate in the gambling process.  

There were a few hotels that went into in the 
country of St. Martin that did not have a casino in the 
lobby somewhere along the way. Not so with other 
countries. So that tells me, and from what I heard from 
other people, that it is tightly controlled. Therefore, it is 
not a matter of being out of hand.  

I also sympathise with people who are ad-
dicted to that sort of thing. Often times, Mr. Speaker, 
the house rent could be thrown across the bar. And 
that hurts a lot of people, it destroys communities. 
That is a valid, solid argument from Members who 
have stood against the Bill.  

But there are other vices in the community as 
well, Mr. Speaker. That is not the only vice that’s in 
the community. And people have to be responsible for 
their own actions. From some of these funds that we 
generate through casinos we would be able to make 
some assistance available so that we can actually 
address this situation. 
 Mr. Speaker, when we look at Bermuda with 
its declining numbers in tourism, and we go to the 
Caribbean . . . the thing about it is that many people 
from KLM were coming on a regular basis to some of 
the islands which is a Dutch airline, and a European 
airline. I think that we, Mr. Speaker, have to go out 
and try to develop some of those markets as well. I 
believe the Minister has tried to do that. I think that he 
made a trip to India earlier this year for the same rea-
son, to try to generate more tourism. 
 But I am convinced that the management of 
the casinos is the key in the end. And if we allow them 
to get totally out of control, it will be a disaster. But I 
believe that we will have . . . this Government can 
have, and will have things put in place to address 
many of the ills that confront and come along with 
these casinos. 
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 That is my position on that, Mr. Speaker, and I 
want to thank you for allowing me to share that with 
you. Thank you. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Mr. W. Lister, from Sandys 
South Central. 
 I now recognise the Honourable Member, Mr. 
A. DeVent, Pembroke South East.  
 Mr. DeVent, you have the floor, sir. 
 
Hon. Ashfield DeVent: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 It is great to know that I can actually be seen, 
because I have recently been accused of being invisi-
ble! 
 
[Inaudible interjections and laughter] 
 
Hon. Ashfield DeVent: However, Mr. Speaker, let me 
begin by saying that I grew up in a house of gamblers. 
My great-grandmother used to play the pools, my 
grandmother paid the pools, my mother played the 
pools and the horses. And she likes the pool tabs. My 
father will readily admit that he was an avid gambler. 
He played dice, he was a gambler.  

I, on the other hand . . . it never really had any 
appeal to me. As a few other Honourable Members 
said, I just do not like to lose my money! So it has 
never, ever appealed to me.  

With regard to this debate on this Green Pa-
per, Mr. Speaker, I have been somewhat conflicted, 
because, as I said, I grew up in a house with people 
who did gamble, who were responsible people. None 
of them were problem gamblers and they did not 
squander away their rent money and they did not 
leave me hungry and wanting because they were irre-
sponsible. 

But some of those people had friends who 
gambled, and I have met some people who did have 
those problems. And I have been privy to some of the 
issues and some of the challenges that they had be-
cause they were unable to control this urge to keep 
wagering.  

But it raises this other issue in my mind, Mr. 
Speaker, because . . . and I guess in many ways it is 
hypocritical. I have just come back recently from a 
funeral for a family member and that person died as a 
result of one of those other vices that we allow in so-
ciety, and that is cigarettes. As we were there looking 
at this person laid out deceased, the strangest thing, 
as I went outside the funeral home, there were a 
number of her children, even my brother and my close 
relatives outside puffing away on cigarettes. 

I have been thinking about this, Mr. Speaker, 
and at the end of the day, because I do not like to 
gamble and because it does not appeal to me, do we 
really have the right to say that other people should 
not be able to gamble if they so chose. But then, one 
of the things that I consider all the time . . . I do not 
look at what is good. I think, and I have said this many 

times in this House, what’s good tends to take care of 
itself.  

Now the Green Paper spoke to how much 
money we could make. I think I have heard throughout 
this discussion may not be exactly . . . it may be; but I 
think I heard bandied about that so many people will 
get work, 3,000 people will get work, we can make so 
much money out of all of this. And those are all the 
good things and the points that will sell it.  

I have also seen in the Green Paper, and eve-
ryone seems to be everywhere and everybody that 
has anything to do with gambling at one point will say, 
Mr. Speaker, that you will have some issues. You will 
have some social repercussions when you allow 
gambling to open up freely within your society.  

We have heard some already argue that they 
do gamble. I am sure we do. The other day someone 
stopped me somewhere to take some money on a 
dock that they were going to put somewhere. I guess 
that could be considered gambling. I mean anytime 
we wager on anything. In the old days they had fairs 
and you tried to knock stuff over. It’s a gamble; you 
paid and you tried to knock . . . it’s all a gamble. For 
sure. 

But, Mr. Speaker, my main concern about this 
and I think probably because I come from and repre-
sent a constituency that has its own challenges. It is 
clear. It is a constituency that has financial chal-
lenges—needs home ownership; needs educated. 
And I believe that it’s clear that those are the people 
who will tend to find for themselves in these issues 
quicker because everyone wants to get rich quick. 

It is those same issues that tend to make 
people in my area, and some people in that area tend 
to turn to criminal activity quicker. Desperation. 

And one of the things that has not been clear 
to me in this is how we are actually going to deal with 
the problems, the people who have problems. What is 
good is good. The guys that come in and can afford to 
throw away a few grand and make some money and 
say, Yeah, I had a great time in Bermuda. That’s all 
good. But those that cannot afford to spend any 
money on a wager . . . what about them? Are we 
really in a position to deal with those people? Are we 
really in a position, Mr. Speaker (there is a scenario), 
to deal with the guy who is going something else ille-
gal because that’s the way he looks to survive and he 
spends the money that he needs to pay to the guy 
who gave him the package of drugs to sell, and he 
goes to that table and starts to play and becomes ad-
dicted and does not return that money. It’s hard. 

I heard one Honourable Member talking about 
a young boy who got beat up because he had a debt. 
And those are the things, Mr. Speaker, that we really . 
. . that I am really concerned about—those people 
who will fall through the cracks. 

It is easy enough to say we will have enough 
money to help those people. It is not that easy. We 
see what happens with drugs, we see what happens 



108 7 May 2010 Official Hansard Report 
 

House of Assembly 
 

with alcohol, we see what happens already with all the 
vices that we have in this country.  

So, Mr. Speaker, as I said, it really kind of 
does not matter to me because I am not going to 
gamble. I have the mental strength and the ability to 
control myself to the point where I am not going to 
waste my money that way. But far too many people 
will. Maybe I am wrong, but I believe just through ex-
perience, and I think at one point one of the speaker 
said that it really should not take personal experience, 
but that is all I have to go on. But I tend to believe, for 
whatever reason, Mr. Speaker (and maybe one day 
we will do some study on it), we seem in this country 
to have a real high level of addiction across the board. 

If we really dug deep, I think proportionately 
we probably have more… heads and more people 
who spend a whole lot of money on marijuana and on 
drinking and on their vices than maybe some other 
places. I do not know. I could be wrong. Maybe it just 
appears that way because we’re smaller. But I think 
we have a pretty high level of addiction. It might be 
something to do with the size, maybe something to do 
with our past high levels of control as a small colony. 
But people in this country like to get off. They do. I 
mean, it is obvious that a small country like this, I think 
just sometime recently $7 million worth of marijuana 
was caught—high numbers for a small, tiny place. So, 
something about the mentality of this place makes us 
that way, Mr. Speaker. 
 I am also concerned about me making this 
decision, because, as I said, it personally does not 
matter to me. And personally, I guess some other 
people like to gamble and will be in support of it; and 
someone else who is not in favour says they are 
against it, for whatever reason, be it religious beliefs 
or whatever. Maybe they had a bad experience with a 
relative or someone who gambled.  

So, here we are here . . . and this is one of 
those issues, Mr. Speaker, that I really . . . it has been 
said enough times by a lot of people “not the right 
time.” But I think when we do decide to it, this is one 
that could be done by a referendum. If we see enough 
people . . . and generally those people who have spo-
ken to me, Mr. Speaker, have said to me in my con-
stituency have been against—those who have ex-
pressed themselves. Because many people have not.  

I mean, that’s another issue, Mr. Speaker. We 
opened it up for people to respond; I think we got 43 
responses. So that in itself says something about the 
country. I mean 43 people chose to respond. At the 
last minute we saw the church groups come together 
and respond collectively, but does that necessarily 
mean that all those people who are members of their 
churches are outright against gambling? I do not 
know. Collectively they came and said they are 
against it, but does that mean those individuals in the 
country are outright against gambling? Who is to say? 

Mr. Speaker, to me this is one of those issues 
that seems emotive enough here tonight. And it could 
be the average age of people here. Generally we 
seem to be against it, or some have expressed some 
concerns about it; where some other Honourable 
Members who come from a slightly younger age 
group have said that they seem to be in favour and 
some of their peers seem to be in favour. So this is an 
issue that could be different because of age groups. 

Mr. Speaker, I do not personally feel comfort-
able at this time making a decision at this point in time 
that could really have (we have all seemed to have 
said it here) tremendous long-term effects on the 
country moving forward, particularly, Mr. Speaker, as 
many of the speakers have said today, with the pre-
sent social conditions we are living under. 

We heard one Member (and I forgot that I had 
that in my mind) speak to casinos being used to clean 
up drug money. And that is a real point. I had forgot-
ten it. Way back in my past I had the opportunity to 
meet some people who were in that business. I re-
member that clearly that was how they used to do it. I 
was living in New York and some people I knew would 
drive up to Atlantic City on a regular [basis], cash it in, 
have a play, and then cash all their chips in and come 
back with cash. 

So, these are all issues that we have to be 
very, very careful and very, very on top of, particularly 
how we are right now. We have a whole lot of young 
people out there who are smart and want to do this 
thing the easy way, Mr. Speaker. And just like those 
who want to do it the easy way and cash in on drug 
money, we have those who will try and do it the easy 
way and win that house and win that next trip and pay 
for all those expenses with gambling money. 

Before I finish, Mr. Speaker, I will just leave 
you with this experience. Some time back when we 
had gaming machines in the country, I was working 
construction. And we used to come (it was at the time 
they were renovating Hamilton Beach) back, a couple 
of friends and I on the construction site, we would 
come into Hamilton every evening after work to 
maybe have a cool libation and go in a place where 
there were men and women, and many of those 
women were women who worked in hotels, chamber 
maids and those jobs, and when I first started to go 
there, the machines were not there.  

I remember one day we started to see some 
renovation in one part of this facility, because they 
were getting ready to put them in, and eventually, 
bingo! These bright lights and whistling bells were all 
there. And I observed the change it had on the social 
life in that short space of time. 

Mr. Speaker, we would all sit in a group as 
men and women, talking and joking about our day at 
work. We would exchange pleasantries. And then one 
or two women went in to play the machines. We are 
talking about gaming across the board, but particularly 
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the machines. And I did some research at that time. 
[They] had an attraction to women, it seemed, more 
than men. I do not know why, but that’s what scien-
tists believe (something about on one side of the brain 
or the other) they are  particularly attractive to women.  

The women would go in and then they had 
just started. One would come back and say, Oh, you 
have to try this. Look! I just won this. And then we ob-
served where another one would go, and before you 
knew it within about two or three weeks, only the men, 
me and a few fellows I would go there with would be 
in there all by ourselves because all the women were 
at those machines, Mr. Speaker. 

We used to joke and say, Gee, I am at work 
with you all day, seeing you all day; I don’t want to 
come here and talk to you any more. I came here to 
have some fun with some females. 

It got to the point, Mr. Speaker, where I would 
venture in. I’d say, “Hey, you girls, what’s up? What’s 
going on here?” They were there on that machine, Mr. 
Speaker, zoned! 

And on one occasion I went to speak to one of 
these women. I said, “Hey, how’re you doing?”  

And she came back later, Mr. Speaker, be-
lieve it or not, and said to me, “You owe me some 
money.” 
 I said, “What do you mean?” 
 She said, “When you touched me, you made 
me touch the wrong part of the screen.” 
 
[Laughter] 
 
Hon. Ashfield DeVent: I honestly thought she was 
joking. 
 I said, “Yeah, sure.” 
 She was dead serious, Mr. Speaker. “You 
owe me some money.” 
 And I began to watch this vibe that came . . . 
because there are people who will have problems and 
I saw it first hand.  

And then I began to speak to one of the own-
ers of one of these facilities who was pretty happy 
with it in the beginning and then later on in time he 
said to me (and at some point I want to go back and 
speak to him about his feelings now) . . .he took the 
machines out of his facility. He took them out. And I 
was quite surprised because he was an astute busi-
nessman. It seemed like he just wanted to make 
money. 
 He said to me that he could not . . . he saw 
women spend . . . I guess it’s the stigma here . . . men 
are okay to gamble. If daddy wastes away the money 
and gets drunk, we can kind of understand that. But 
he saw women spending the pamper money. He saw 
women going down the tubes. He saw husbands or 
boyfriends coming to his place looking for the woman 
who, on Friday, had taken off out the backdoor of of-
fices in town to come and gamble. 
 So, we will have problems.  

 And the one thing this Green Paper has not 
clearly shown me, Mr. Speaker, is how we are going 
to really deal with those problems. This is a country 
that has tremendous vices that we have not been able 
to deal with. And I see where this could do a lot of 
great things, maybe; but we are also going to add an-
other potential serious vice in the scheme of things 
that we presently have. Are we in a position to deal 
with what is going to come out of this? 
 I sat in court when we had the machines be-
fore, Mr. Speaker. And had a couple of cases where 
people locked their kids in the car. Right here in Ber-
muda! Locked their kids in the car to go and gamble.  
 We heard the Minister of Social Rehabilitation 
tell us this morning about 100 kids presently that are 
in foster care because parents are not doing what 
they are supposed to do.  
 In conclusion, Mr. Speaker, what I am saying 
is that my grandparents and great-grandparents gam-
bled. I think we were in a different time, and I think the 
people might have had something different too. I think 
they had a little more control over certain things. They 
seemed to have been a lot more responsible in many 
ways about certain things, but we have a generation 
of people now, a younger generation that seems not 
as responsible about some things that they need to be 
responsible about. Family Court is full of them.  
 Men make children and just refuse to pay. So 
I am saying that with the social issues that we pres-
ently have, and with the thought of adding new prob-
lems to what we already have, I am not comfortable. 
Not at all. I am not comfortable. 
 What about [inaudible] and if money becomes 
and issue and gambling brings those things. Let us 
not kid ourselves. Let us be blunt and honest about it. 
It brings those things. 
 So we have discussed it, and I do not know 
how far it is going to go later on, but we, here, have to 
be completely [clear] minded about what we are in-
tending to do, how we’re intending to do it, and, more 
importantly, what plans we will have in place to deal 
with what goes wrong. What goes right always takes 
care of itself. I have said that over and over.  
 When we get on a plane, what’s right is fine. 
It’s the one bolt that has not been tightened that can 
cause Hell, Mr. Speaker. And this is a potential, with-
out some clear, clear thought and understanding, to 
unleash a whole lot more lose bolts in this country. 
 So, in conclusion, I agree with what everyone 
has said, well, what most people have said, it is not 
the time. And some of my constituents, Mr. Speaker, 
have said, What the heck are you all talking about 
there? There are more important things. 
 There are more important things. That is what 
my constituents are saying. There are more important 
things right now, particularly in my area where people 
are shooting at each other, and a whole lot of people 
seem, more and more people are trying to go in that 
area to get on the hustle truck— 



110 7 May 2010 Official Hansard Report 
 

House of Assembly 
 

 
An Hon. Member: That’s right. 
 
Hon. Ashfield DeVent: —there are more important 
things. 
 When I ask Janet, “How do you feel?”  

“Why are you wasting time talking about 
that?” 

So, at the end of the day, Mr. Speaker, it 
seems that the majority of people have clearly indi-
cated some uncertainty and some unsure-ness about 
this. At some point, if it is ever going to be, I do not 
want history to record that I did it. Let the people of 
the country decide. 
 Thank you. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Mr. DeVent.  
 Any further speakers? 
 I recognise the Honourable Member, Mr. M 
Weeks, Pembroke East Central. 
 Mr. Weeks, you have the floor, speaking on 
the Green Paper on Gaming for Bermuda.  
 
Mr. Michael Weeks: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.   
 Following behind my honourable colleagues, 
MP DeVent, I must admit that I too came up in a gam-
bling environment. Not only was my family heavily 
involved in almost every game, my father actually had 
a gambling den, to those of you who may remember, 
out on Court Street. So, not only did I come up around 
it, I came up in it, because my brothers and I had to 
clean it every other day.  
 In saying that, not only if you are gambling, 
but the Crown and Anchor and cards and bingo and 
whatnot, to me and in my reality, Mr. Speaker, until I 
became an adult that was just part of my reality. I just 
thought everybody was gambling. You know? 
 In saying that I must say that we have heard 
much debate today about gaming and the benefits 
and the pros and cons. For the racket, based on my 
experiences, I do support it. And I say that after much 
contemplation, Mr. Speaker, after much research in-
clusive of surveying my constituents, going on the 
doorsteps for the last six weeks. 
 When I first saw the Green Paper, I was un-
sure, Mr. Speaker, which way I was going to go. So I 
said, “To be sure I know what I am talking about when 
I stand up, let me go to those who put me here.” 
 So, as I walked around my constituency— 
 
The Speaker: That’s a good Member! 
 
Mr. Michael Weeks: —I realised that my constituents, 
for those who took time to discuss it . . . because, like 
my honourable colleague said, a lot of my constitu-
ents, because of what has happened in my constitu-
ency, are concerned more about crime, murder and 
how we are going to solve those things. 

 But those who took time to contemplate gam-
ing and make an informed decision on gaming . . . I 
found in the end it was really split on age lines, I no-
ticed. 
 The older folk seem to have been clearly 
against it. And the younger folk, who are more adven-
turous and whatnot, said, “Well, yes,” because every-
one is looking for a chance to make a few dollars. I 
found in my constituency those that took time away 
from the issue of crime, the young ones say yes, the 
older ones were clearly against it. So the conclusion I 
drew from all of that was, since it was split, and after 
giving much thought myself, I think it may be of benefit 
to help give our tourism a vital boost. 
 I have heard the pros and cons so far, and 
some of my honourable colleagues will agree and 
some will definitely disagree.  
 I tried to do a little bit of homework, Mr. 
Speaker. I see some of our global partners . . . when I 
say global partners, our partners to the south, Ja-
maica, the Cayman Islands, and I see that they are in 
the midst of also having discussions and making deci-
sions as to whether or not they are going to have 
gaming legislation. So, for reasons that I have heard 
and from looking at our neighbours and our competi-
tors, we must at least take a serious look as to 
whether or not we are going to have gaming. 
 I feel that in order for us to remain competitive 
and viable as a tourist attraction, Mr. Speaker, this 
option could be one that would draw hundreds more 
visitors to our shores. We all know that our tourism 
industry is in the doldrums right now. So anything that 
we can literally sit down and look at that could poten-
tially help us, why not look at it? 
 All we have to do is visit places . . . and if we 
are honest, a lot of us take vacations and may be cu-
rious about Las Vegas and Atlantic City and those 
other places that have gaming. What we have to real-
ise is that people are more for it than not. I do not 
know if they are for it because it is not on our shores, 
but a lot of people leave here to go and gamble. The 
old and the young, those that are in the church, those 
that are out of the church. I think if we are honest with 
each other we know this. 
 I also feel that as an environment, it could 
bring excitement to this destination and could increase 
the tourist numbers. Every year a place that has gam-
ing, the visitors return again and again. That is based 
on the little homework and research I have done.  
 Mr. Speaker, legalised gaming has proven to 
promote economic growth. It often boosts the econ-
omy and creates numerous job opportunities for its 
residents. And it has definitely proven to stimulate the 
economy in leaps and bounds. Mr. Speaker, legalised 
gaming has proven to provide an environment of ex-
citement and a climate of renewed energy to that des-
tination.  
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 Our businesses that focus on the tourist trade 
all over this Island are looking for ways to market 
themselves and promote a steady flow of customers. 
These businesses would suffer no more as there 
would be more of a steady flow of customers frequent-
ing these establishments. I would also venture to say 
that they would not be able to keep stock on the 
shelves for business that would walk through the 
doors on a regular basis.  

And, yes, Mr. Speaker, having said all that 
there are cons also to gaming. And I am cognisant of 
that. One would be naive to think otherwise. But, we 
must look at the whole picture. 

Yes, there could be an increase in crime 
rates, perhaps such things as increased theft or one 
distraught at the loss of their funds, i.e., spending their 
rent or whatever else that they should have been do-
ing first. Also, wherever there tends to be large 
amounts of cash in any given area, there can be is-
sues of those who are of a thief’s mindset. 

Mr. Speaker, small businesses that offer other 
kinds of recreation activities may suffer. And, yes, Mr. 
Speaker, the problem of persons becoming addicted 
to such a pastime as gambling can also be an issue. 
But as I said earlier, Mr. Speaker, coming up in that 
environment   

But as I said earlier, Mr. Speaker, coming up 
in that environment, to me it was just an everyday 
thing. So I think it comes down to how strong the indi-
vidual is, but as leaders, as legislators, we have to put 
things in place, but that comes with the territory. Any-
thing brought there will be fallout too. 

However, Mr. Speaker, I personally feel that 
the pros far outweigh the cons for an affluent island 
such as ours, an island where we are able to put in 
place those things that will prevent the cons from oc-
curring or bring swift assistance to those who fall into 
one of the categories aforementioned. 

As a tourist destination we must remain com-
petitive. We must take advantage of those opportuni-
ties for our economic growth. We must ensure that as 
a country we are doing all that we can to continue to 
create jobs and viable options for our people.  

Gaming for Bermuda should be a welcomed 
venture, Mr. Speaker, and I would urge all my hon-
ourable colleagues to at least consider all of the pros 
and cons before we make our final decision. I am not 
going to talk much longer, Mr. Speaker, because all 
day everybody has been talking about everything. And 
if I talk much longer I will just be repeating what has 
been said. 

Thank you for your time, Mr. Speaker. 
 

The Speaker: Thank you, Mr. Weeks, the Honourable 
Member from Pembroke East Central. 
 Any further speakers?  
 I recognise the Honourable Member, Mr. D. 
Lister, Sandys North Central.  
 Mr. D. Lister has the floor. 

 
Mr. Dennis P. Lister: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, let me say that in my 20 –some 
years being in this House this is one of the better de-
bates or discussions we have had in this House. It has 
been clear today that all Members who contributed 
have actually put time into the topic that is before us. 
They have gone through this Green Paper, have 
found points of concern that they were able to bring 
here in discuss. Some for and some against, Mr. 
Speaker.  
 I think it has had a very positive effect in the 
level of debate that we have seen here today. I think 
also, Mr. Speaker, the new rules helped that as well, 
because we have been limited in our time. But I think 
it has been one of the better discussions we have had 
in this House, Mr. Speaker. 
 Let me also say, Mr. Speaker, in my 20 years 
this is probably the first time that I have gotten up to 
be one of the last speakers on a topic. But, Mr. 
Speaker, I came, like most people today, with many 
notes and points that I picked out while going through 
the Green Paper, out of further research that I have 
done, and information gotten from the Internet or 
wherever else. I was really prepared to stand on my 
feet today and give a full discussion on the information 
that I found. 
 Basically, it centered on three points: One 
from a sort of Christian perspective, in that I have to 
bring that because that is where I stand; from a social 
perspective in regard to the negative impact that gam-
ing casinos, all of those bring on communities. And 
the statistics support that when you do the research 
and you read about the impact on crime rates and 
those things that have taken place in cities and com-
munities that have implemented casinos and gam-
bling. 
 I was also going to speak about the impact 
that it has on small business, and business in the 
area. I was going to talk about what are perceived to 
be employment benefits, Mr. Speaker. And I say “per-
ceived” because I do not necessarily believe that it is 
really true in the full context, Mr. Speaker. 
 So, Mr. Speaker, as the last speaker, most 
people have already touched on points that I would 
have brought here today. Most people have been 
pretty clear on points that I would already wish to have 
brought. Most people have already given a fine deliv-
ery on those same topics. So, Mr. Speaker, I think I 
am not going to go down the road I intended to, but 
take a different road.  
 The road that I am going to take, Mr. Speaker, 
is clearly a road that has allowed me as the last 
speaker to stand here today and surmise the feeling 
of this Chamber. 
 Mr. Speaker, this is a Chamber of 36 Mem-
bers—excluding yourself, because of your inability to 
stand here and speak, so 35 Members.  Of those 35 
Members, there are 5 or 6 Members who spoke here 
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today in favour of this matter. Out of 35 Members, Mr. 
Speaker, 5 or 6 spoke in favour, that be Backbench, 
Frontbench, Opposition, Government, 6 Members. 
 Clearly, Mr. Speaker, the mood, the consen-
sus of this House is that this matter is not an issue 
that we should be dealing with at this time. I am not 
even going to speak to where I stand, because every-
one knows I am opposed to it. It is the timing, Mr. 
Speaker, that has been the clear factor that has 
sprung up and down this Chamber all day from the 
time we started right through to this late hour of the 
evening. It is about timing. 
 Clearly, Mr. Speaker, where the country is 
today with the issues we are facing today, we have 
young men killing themselves in the street; we have 
our crime out of whack. We have issues that really are 
something that we would not have thought we would 
have seen in Bermuda a couple of years ago. But we 
are being faced with some real challenging issues 
economically, Mr. Speaker. And this is not the time to 
be opening up this can of worms. Clearly that has 
been the underlying sentiment that has run up and 
down this Chamber all day. 
 Mr. Speaker, I chose to do down that road for 
this reason. In my 20 years of being in this House, 20-
plus years, when a matter like this would come to this 
House and we would see this type of consensus take 
place, historically in my years of being in this House, if 
a matter came to this Chamber and had that type of 
consensus opposed to it, the matter would have died 
here and now. There would not be a future to come 
back any time shortly. Maybe down the road many 
years later, but not in the near future. 
 And that is what has been said here today 
about timing, Mr. Speaker. This is not the time for it.  
 So, Mr. Speaker, my view at this point, the 
message that I clearly want to say at this point to the 
mover of the Motion, my Leader, the Premier, is that 
the timing is clearly not right. The timing will not be 
right in July. The timing will not be right in June, and 
this House ends in that time, Mr. Speaker. So I do not 
expect to see this matter have life after today for this 
House. 
 That is the clear message that I want taken 
out of here tonight. If we are all serious about the tim-
ing issue, do you think the timing will change in the 
next eight weeks? Are we going to solve the issue 
about young people killing themselves in the streets in 
the next eight weeks? If we do that, bring the Bill 
back. Bring it back. If we solve that in the next eight 
weeks, bring it back. But if we do not, leave it alone. 
It’s dead. Leave it alone. 
 That is what’s happened in this House in my 
20 years when a matter has come to this Chamber 
and has not had the support, or has had the lack of 
support, rather, that we have seen here today. The 
matter dies. 

 Mr. Speaker, I do not expect to see a White 
Paper come through. I do not expect to have to go 
through a vote on a Bill on this House because I think 
we have spoken clearly enough here today, Mr. 
Speaker. There are other more important issues in the 
country that need to be addressed and we need to 
spend our time on, rather than taking this matter 
again. We spent all day, Mr. Speaker, on just this mat-
ter. What are the issues in this country that we should 
be putting this type of time in to address the real prob-
lems we are facing out there today, Mr. Speaker?  
 This matter dies today. That’s my call.  

I am asking my Leader to clearly hear the 
message that has been delivered here today and re-
spond to it as has been called for him to respond to it. 

Thank you. 
 

The Speaker: Thank you, Mr. Lister, the Honourable 
Member from Sandys North Central. 
 I now recognise the Honourable Member, Mr. 
D. Tucker, from Hamilton South. 
 Mr. Tucker has the floor. 
 
Mr. Darius D. M. Tucker: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

Let me say straight up that I support gaming. I 
do not have a lot of issues with it. I, myself personally, 
do not gamble, but I believe (as the Honourable 
Member just said) that people should have choices. 
People should have the right to entertain themselves 
within respect of other people, no matter how you may 
choose to do that.  
 Mr. Speaker, I actually have family members 
who chose to gamble. I had an uncle who ran Crown 
and Anchor. He had so much confidence and faith 
that he used to run Crown and Anchor and Cup Match 
and those fellows . . . he was never around the tables. 
He had people working the tables and doing various 
different things. At the Cup Match they asked, “What 
do you want to do with your money.” 
 He’d say, “Go down to such and such a place 
and stash it in the corner there.” 
 After that they went out and drank, went to the 
Chinese place that was down St. George’s (I never 
knew where that was, but they had Chinese in there). 
Next year the Cup Match is back down St. George’s. 
He’d say, “Where’s the money? Where did you put it 
last year?” 
 “Well, go down there and you’ll find it.” 
 So, that’s how . . . and that’s how he oper-
ated. He never really worried about it and things of 
that nature.  
 I have an aunt . . . you can guarantee she 
goes to the casinos. She pools tabs. She runs num-
bers religiously. And I even have family members who 
every time you would look, when she goes down or 
when they come up, they leave the money with her 
because she runs the numbers! And when she comes 
to Bermuda, my cousins will play cards with her from 9 
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o’clock in the morning until 3 o’clock or 4 o’clock play-
ing cards. Playing cards! And she still goes to church. 
And, I tell you what, when I go up to New Rochelle, 
that when they come out of church the bus is right 
there. And they can decide if it’s Foxwoods, or Atlantic 
City, or [inaudible]. And I can guarantee you, this is 
what they do for their recreation right from church. 
Okay? It is their form of recreation. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Mr. Darius D. M. Tucker: No. Do not change their 
clothes. I am telling you because I have observed it. I 
do not go because I do not game. 
 Now, when I was single and I used to travel 
with two of my buddies, every Thanksgiving we used 
to go down and watch the greatest team in American 
Football, the Dallas Cowboys. And one year they said, 
“Look, let’s go to Vegas.” 
 “What for?” I said, you guys go if you want, I 
don’t gamble.” 
 “Well, look, we’re going anyway.” 
 I said, “All right.” They went ahead booked the 
tickets. I went. So, I am walking in to the MGM Grand. 
I said, “Man, God.” Machines there about as big as 
that portrait and all that.  
 We stayed at the MGM Grand. They went 
downstairs. I was just walking around. Then I said, 
“Well . . .” that’s the first time I ever knew something 
about Keno. That was boring. Then I said, well I will 
change scenery because it just does not interest me. 
But they enjoyed it. They had fun. I went down and 
took a walk and saw the white Bengal tigers before 
they went missing. It was just amazing, though, be-
cause that was their fun.  

When I travel and I go see my Masonic broth-
ers in other parts of the world, and they talk about 
Bermuda and about coming down here. I say, “Okay.”  

They say, “Nah, can’t do that.”  
“What do you mean?” 
“What do you do?” 
I say, “Well, I live there. I do what I do. I spend 

time with my family, I do what I do.” 
I am a young man. I am only 45. But I will say 

that we are at a point where we have to be responsi-
ble in the decisions that we make. That is what people 
charge us to do—make responsible decisions. So, we 
make those decisions according to the circumstances 
that we are under. And sometimes we have to make 
decisions even though they are unpopular. But it is the 
right decision at that point in time and we make it with 
guidelines and regulations.  

So, as I am hearing in this Honourable Cham-
ber tonight, is that if this is goes to the next level and 
the Bermudian public does not want gaming, then I do 
not think there should be a problem if we say no Ber-
mudians should game. Just let foreigners do it, like 
the Bahamas.  

I mean, if that is where we are at, then fine. 
So be it. And then, yes, because there are social ills 
that take place and we know within this country that 
there are card games that go on every single night.  

 
An Hon. Member: And bingo! 
  
Mr. Darius D. M. Tucker: Well, I know about bingo 
too. I sold bingo cards at Warwick Club. I even worked 
the bar when I was involved with Warwick Club.  
 But I will also say this . . . let me go back a 
little further. I remember as a youngster standing on 
Club’s Hill, and Good Friday the summer students 
used to be up there and the strollers used to be up at 
Warwick Club on Good Friday. And I clearly remem-
ber that that field up at Warwick Club was packed with 
bikes and college kids.  
 I know, because I was being devilish, and I 
usually take the sparkplug cap off and hustle. That’s a 
dollar. Because they couldn’t start the bike without the 
sparkplug cap, but they knew nothing about that. 
 
[Laughter] 
 
Mr. Darius D. M. Tucker: But what I am saying is that 
those people would then come back to Bermuda, a 
good percentage of them, either for the honeymoon or 
at some point once they were married.  
 But, those things are not happening. In speak-
ing to a few people that are in the hotel industry . . . 
and I guess I wasn’t that important because I did not 
get lobbied by the hotel industry because I did not get 
a letter until this morning. So I looked at it, and said, 
“Well if they gave it to me this morning, I am not even 
going to read it.” So I didn’t read it. 
 But I will say this: My mother and the majority 
of my family growing up in the hotel industry and my 
uncles renting cycles, I have a pretty good knowledge 
of the hotel industry in regard to entertainment and 
things being in the hotel industry. Even in the last 10 
years, just before the Marriott closed, a lot of the con-
vention groups that were coming to Bermuda were 
even getting permission to bring in their own enter-
tainment because there was not sufficient entertain-
ment for the groups they were bringing in—their top 
sellers and [buyers] in the industry. So they were bring 
in their own AV equipment and all this type of thing 
because they wanted to make sure that these people 
were shown a really, really good time. 
 So, to ensure that that happened, they 
brought it in, made sure it was set up right and it was 
done. I am sure that gaming can help. And if we are 
not going to allow Bermudians to game, then fine. We 
just allow the visitors to this country to game.  
 When Sonesta Beach closed (I think it was 
called Sonesta Beach just before it closed) and they 
put that water park in, well, was it Wyndam Resort? 
When that put that water park in everyone thought it 
was an expensive gate. But if you go to Mickey Mouse 



114 7 May 2010 Official Hansard Report 
 

House of Assembly 
 

in Florida you know that when you go to Blizzard 
Beach it’s another expensive gate. And then when 
Bermuda is identified with Blizzard Beach, then we 
say it’s not that bad. But all day you will be at that wa-
ter park and you will have fun.  
 So, along with the gaming issue we should 
also think of getting one of our developers with one of 
these hotels to consider a water park so we can have 
that family atmosphere. The water park was fun. I 
mean, I am not a bit water park fan, but when your 
children want to do things, you as a parent have to 
follow. It is just like you can go to an event and give 
out all this potato salad, chicken and all those things 
there, but if it’s a lunch wagon with French fries and 
chicken, that’s what you’re going to get because your 
child will irritate you enough that that’s what they 
want.   
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Mr. Darius D. M. Tucker: Right? That’s what hap-
pens. That is the reality. Children will do those things 
to you, right? And as a parent, sometimes you can 
see it, sometimes you do not. But that is a reality. 
 As some people have mentioned before, and 
this is one of the things that I wrote down first when 
this gaming issue came up. It was about Sunday 
shopping. And the Honourable Premier mentioned it in 
his statement. 
 I remember clearly a lot of noise from the 
church groups and things of that nature there about 
this Sunday shopping. Over time and here recently, 
because of my son (once again), my youngest one, I 
am packing groceries on Sunday to raise money to 
help him and his team to go on a soccer trip. And I am 
surprised to see the amount of Christians that attend 
the church that I go to, even pastors, in the grocery 
store shopping.  
 So, for all that opposition— 
 
The Speaker: On Sunday. 
 
Mr. Darius D. M. Tucker: On a Sunday. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 
Mr. Darius D. M. Tucker: What I am saying is for all 
that opposition to that, it is now becoming an accept-
able way of life that is good. 
 Now, mind you, I have noticed here of late 
that some of the shops are observing more of the pub-
lic holidays and are staying closed. This is a good 
thing which allows families to do what they need to be 
doing. But in another regard, it also allows some par-
ents to get some extra money that they may need for 
their families.  

And I honestly think that if we are going to do 
this gaming then I think we should also have to en-

courage our young people to get back into the hotel 
industry because there is a lot of money in hotel. I re-
member clearly when I was packing groceries and 
working at Line’s Food Liquormart, at 16, I had some 
friends who were working up South Princess as bus-
boys, putting down bread and picking up water, mak-
ing $1,000 a week because there was so much con-
vention business going on—just as busboys—$1,000 
a week. 

In that regard, if we can get our young people 
interested in the industry once again, then there is an 
opportunity. But it is a process that we have to go 
through to get to this level. I know we have the ability 
to do it; we just have to get our young people inter-
ested in the industry. I was shocked and amazed at 
the amount of chambermaids that are non-
Bermudians in the hotels.  That is where we are now, 
Mr. Speaker, because a lot of our females that may 
not be all that skilled are still refusing to take those 
jobs. So the hotel industry is bringing in expatriate 
workers even to do that. So that is something that we 
also need to have a look at Mr. Speaker. 

Mr. Speaker, I can guarantee you that every 
time there is a seat sale and seats are going to Las 
Vegas, you can guarantee the number of Bermudians 
that take advantage of that to go out to Las Vegas for 
$378— 
 
An Hon. Member: How do you know the price? 
 
Mr. Darius D. M. Tucker: Because I get the emails 
from Sea Travel, right? 
 
[Laughter] 
 
Mr. Darius D. M. Tucker: But I do not go. 
 But what I am saying is that when they have 
these seat sales, and I am sure that you could get a 
seat. Bam! People are gone. And people are saying, 
Oh, I’m going to Vegas for the weekend. 
  I do not ask what show they are going to see 
because if they are going to see a show, they say I 
went and saw so-and-so. As far as I am concerned 
they must have gone gambling. And I just leave it at 
that. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Mr. Darius D. M. Tucker: Well, I wouldn’t comment 
about that. You know? 
 But I can say for my age group, the ones that I 
talked to, and believe it or not there are some seniors 
that do enjoy this form of entertainment because when 
they get on that cruise boat you can guarantee that 
they are going to entertain themselves, right, doing 
those types of things on those boats. 
 Now, Mr. Speaker, when it comes to the 
cruise ship legislation, if we do something with our 
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hotel industry and have our local entertainers em-
ployed within the industry, then we may not have to 
allow gaming on the cruise ships. It may be that time 
that, just like the hoteliers lobbied the Members of 
Parliament (those that were lobbied) to support gam-
ing. Then I think now as Members of Parliament we 
probably now need to lobby the hoteliers to tell them 
to employ our musicians and make it happen. 
 I will probably read the letter some time next 
week, but that is something that we have to do be-
cause we have talent in this country, and our talent 
should be employed. I do not see why not. I know Mr. 
Nelson Hunt had tried at one stage when he had Pier 
6 down there, and it really did not go off that well. 
 One of the problems that happens with local 
entertainment with Bermudians is that once we have 
heard them then, that’s it, we do not have to go back 
for the season. So it is something that needs to be in 
the hotel industry. And if we had three or four different 
groups going from one hotel to the other, and we have 
them, like they have dine-arounds where you dine 
around in different restaurants in the guest car shut-
tled or taken to these various different hotels, maybe 
even have dinner and a show, and it’s promoted at 
various different concierges, then it can work. 
 I do not think we should have gaming all over 
Bermuda. I do not agree with that, whether or not it is 
one location, three locations, that’s debatable. But I 
think we can start with a location and see how it pans 
out. And then the location does not necessarily have 
to be that big. It could be under the requirements like 
the fire chief would have, that you are only allowed X 
number of people in the room, so you’d only be al-
lowed X number of machines, or tables, per room. 
 Those are ways it can be done. And I am sure 
that with this gaming it is not something that is going 
to happen over night. I would imagine that we first of 
all need to have a facility for it, wherever it is going to 
be. Already one prominent person in this country has 
said it is not going to be at his facility. So, where it is 
going to be we do not know.  

When it comes to the ownership of it, we have 
people within this country that have had a vested in-
terest in gaming, in gambling, for some time. I think 
they should be consulted to some degree and see if 
they can form some portion of ownership with whom-
ever may be given the right to have the concession 
within this country. We should dictate some of the 
terms because we have to ensure that our Bermudi-
ans are protected. And that’s one of the things as leg-
islators that we are responsible for—to protect our 
people. So, if we can protect them by putting in the 
necessary safeguards, then we should do that.  

And because there is such an overwhelming 
consensus just by this House . . . now, that may not 
necessarily be the overwhelming consensus out side 
of this House, because a referendum would certainly 
tell us. And if the church groups lobby their support, if 
the hotel association lobbies their support, and as far 

as I can see I do not think the hotel association did all 
they could to muster up support because the average 
person just did not seem to think too much about it. 
Some people even thought the vote was today. So 
that goes to show you that there is not that much 
heightened interest in it. People are concerned, but 
with misleading information then you get misleading 
results. 

I feel that if we are very honest about it and 
open about the conversation, like people have been 
today, and I think it was a blessing that certain Hon-
ourable Members within this House were allowed to 
speak freely about the issue because that is one of 
the things that is good about being a Member of Par-
liament and having the ability to speak freely about 
the issues. Then people can honestly say, Okay, I 
understand where that particular person stands on 
this, this and that. 
 Yes, sometimes we have to take viewpoints in 
a collective manner. And I can respect and accept that 
too. But on an important issue like this, it would have 
been important for everyone to have had the right to 
speak freely. And we saw a right of an Honourable 
Member to speak freely. And I hope that in the party 
that he represents now, I hope he does not get pun-
ished for speaking freely, even though his party has a 
particular opinion because that would help to define 
his character and people will respect him for what he 
believes. And that is one of the things that we, as 
Honourable Members, and the general public must 
respect about each other, about what we may feel 
personally. 
 Now, when it comes down to the voting issue 
of an important matter, that’s when the people need to 
decide that. I do not think it should be left to the 35 
people who sit in this Honourable Chamber to decide 
such an important decision for this country. But I do 
believe that every Member of this Chamber should 
have had the right to speak freely on this issue, Mr. 
Speaker. Should have had the right, you know? Be-
cause certain entities took a stance and people stayed 
to that stance. 
 
[pause] 
 
The Speaker: Carry on. 
 
Mr. Darius D. M. Tucker: I am just looking over my 
notes. 
 One more things, Mr. Speaker, and this may 
be something that they can consider because I think it 
would also enhance Harbour Nights, Market Nights, 
because Crown and Anchor is a part of Bermuda’s 
history. It is a form of entertainment for those who do 
it.  
 
An Hon. Member: It’s part of our culture.   
 
Mr. Darius D. M. Tucker: Yes. 
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 Well, it is a part of our culture. I mean, it’s a 
summer event. Primarily it is a summer event. County 
Games, Cup Match, then they get special conces-
sions for BELCO Cup and things of that nature. I 
think, personally, you take one or two tables even to 
Harbour Nights, and just let the tourists participate for 
some entertainment. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Mr. Darius D. M. Tucker: What I am saying is that I 
like to see people enjoy themselves. And I love to see 
people enjoy themselves. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Mr. Darius D. M. Tucker: What I am saying is that we 
all enjoy things in different ways. It is just like some 
people will go down to Harbour Nights every week 
and they will go buy one of the necklaces that are 
made because they like them. Oh, that could accent 
this. Do you know what I am saying? 
 That’s what people choose to do. 
 It is just like one Honourable Member men-
tioned about golf. And it is just like a golf trip. Some 
people take three golf trips a year, and for $500 I 
could say he had a really good cheap league of golf. 
 
[Inaudible interjections and laughter] 
 
Mr. Darius D. M. Tucker: I do not know, Mr. Speaker, 
if it is because he is that good that people want to be 
in his presence so they pay for him to go drive by Ti-
ger Woods, that will pay just to see. So, that Honour-
able Member’s father may have had that privilege. 
You know what I am saying? 
 But I will say this: For $500 . . . and he played 
golf for five days? He had himself a beautiful week. 
And I am sure that he was paid to be seen. 
 
[Inaudible interjections and laughter] 
 
The Speaker: One hundred dollars a day. 
 
Mr. Darius D. M. Tucker: Yes, Mr. Speaker. The 
mathematics on that is very easy. That is $100 a day. 
 And, Mr. Speaker, one of the issues, and 
Bermudians really have to be honest with themselves, 
is that Bermudians are so blessed with our passports 
(and some of us have two) that we can travel the 
world. We have a disposable income. I do not care 
how much financial times we are going through right 
now, Bermudians are still traveling. They may not be 
taking three trips, but they are going to take two. Do 
you know what I mean? 
 When I was going on my honeymoon, we’d 
just landed in Singapore and we were on our way to 
Bali, Indonesia, and— 

 
An Hon. Member: How many years ago? 
 
Mr. Darius D. M. Tucker: Thirteen. 
 
[Inaudible interjections and laughter] 
 
Mr. Darius D. M. Tucker: Thirteen years ago, Hon-
ourable Member. 
 I was walking through the airport and I said to 
my bride, “We’re not going to know anybody down 
here.” 
 Walking through the airport getting ready to 
head to Bali and, guess what? 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Mr. Darius D. M. Tucker: No. No, no. 
 Up comes a Bermudian!  
 I said, “Man! You can’t get away from them!” 
 
[Inaudible interjections and laughter] 
 
Mr. Darius D. M. Tucker: What I am saying is that it 
just goes to show you how well traveled we are. And 
we are for diversity. That’s why we have such broad 
opinions about things, because we have had experi-
ences, and we have been blessed to have had these 
experiences. 
 I feel that we have enough skill. I feel that we 
have enough talent. And I know that we all love our 
country because that’s why I walk here. Because for 
the stick and the abuse we take, like the Honourable 
Member had to take in church  . . .and that is not a 
good place to take stick, because when you go to the 
King’s House you should be at peace and remain at 
peace. But when you are out in public . . . and it has 
an effect on you. 
 There are some times when my son asks 
“Where are you going, Daddy?” He was going to want 
to talk to me, and that is not going to happen.  
 And then sometimes people think, when you 
say, “Look, not right now; give me your number and I 
will get back to you” you are being rude. They do not 
separate your family time from their time.  
 Do you know the last thing about this situa-
tion? 
 
The Speaker: One minute. 
 
Mr. Darius D. M. Tucker: That 99 per cent of those 
people are not even your constituents that want to pull 
your coat-tail.  
 
An Hon. Member: That’s right. 
 
Mr. Darius D. M. Tucker: Ninety-nine per cent of 
them are not even your constituents. 
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 And, Mr. Speaker, on that, I would just like to 
say thank you. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Mr. Tucker, the Honourable 
Member from Hamilton South. 
 Are there any further speakers? 
 I now recognise the Honourable and Learned 
Member, Mr. T. Moniz, Smith’s West. 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 I guess many of us now have a second wind 
on a new day.  
 
An Hon. Member: Not many. 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: We are in a new day now, ten 
minutes past midnight. 
 Mr. Speaker, it has been very interesting lis-
tening to the debate during the course of yesterday 
and today. I, like my colleagues on this side of the 
House in the United Bermuda Party, are very skeptical 
about the proposal for gaming via casino or otherwise 
in Bermuda.  
 I share the concern which was expressed ear-
lier today by the Deputy Premier and also more re-
cently by the Honourable Dennis Lister, with respect 
to other pressing issues in Bermuda at this time, es-
pecially crime, gun violence. As shadow spokesman 
for justice and Shadow Attorney General, I expected 
to come here today on the first day of this new ses-
sion, to see a raft of measures to deal with the serious 
gun violence and gang violence we have seen 
throughout the community. 
 But we do not ee that. Instead we spend a 
day debating gambling. I share the concern with the 
Deputy Premier. She said that this society is at a tip-
ping point.  
 I think many of us see that. Many of us share 
a very serious concern with the downward spiral in 
this community, an attack on public safety. Every day 
that we hear that someone is being shot, we have an-
other unsolved murder in this community. We have 
gang violence. We have the words spoken towards 
judges in our courts that we had this week.  
 When I was coming into town earlier this 
week, we had vans and police cars and police motor-
cycles racing up to the courts. The defence attorneys 
were afraid to proceed with cases because they are 
frightened for their safety, the safety of the judges, the 
safety of their clients, the safety of the jury. This is a 
society in crisis from violence.  

We do not see a raft of measures to address 
that. In fact, we see a police service with a lower 
budget now than it had two years ago. And these are 
the measures that we should be addressing in this 
House with great urgency. Instead, we are trying to 
figure out how somebody can make some easy 
money.  

As a colleague of mine said earlier today, this 
is not money you make because you buy a product or 
you get some sort of service, we are talking here 
about games of chance. I personally do not buy the 
argument that it happens already in Bermuda—we 
have Crown and Anchor, we know there are some 
private games of chance which are run in private 
homes—and, therefore, it would be a good idea if we 
had much more of it, not exactly 24/7 but during li-
censing hours, that that would be a good idea. That a 
little bit of it is okay, so a lot of it would be great. I do 
not buy that argument. I do not accept that argument. 
There are things in society which you know occur, 
such as the taking of drugs which are illegal. That I 
know they take place does not mean that I believe if 
more drugs were taken it would be a better idea, or 
that it should be de-criminalised. I just do not buy that 
argument. 

I will make a declaration that everyone else 
makes about my own participation. I have no interest 
in gambling. I have no interest in casinos. I have no 
interest in these machines. They do nothing for me 
and I really do not understand what they do for any-
one else. But I gather that there is some attraction for 
some people and there is a great risk of addiction for 
a certain percentage of the population. And you know 
those are the people the casinos are going to make 
the most money out of. As my colleague, the Honour-
able [Everard] Bob Richards said earlier today, you 
get the most profit out of the low rollers at the slot ma-
chines. 

This is a discussion that goes on in many 
communities. And quite often the battle is eventually 
lost because those interests do not give up. The peo-
ple who are in favour of it are not going to give up. 
They are going to keep coming at you because they 
know there is a lot of easy money in it, and that is 
what everyone is looking for, the easy money. And 
they are not concerned about the social problems, the 
side effects that are going to affect the community. 
They brush those aside and say, We can deal with 
that. We’ll have a psychologist, we’ll have somebody 
to deal with that. It will be okay. 

 I recently had drawn to my attention, Mr. 
Speaker, the situation they are going through in Mas-
sachusetts. As Members may know, the Governor in 
Massachusetts, Deval Patrick, was a stern opponent 
of gambling originally. But now he has flip-flopped and 
he is supporting it. 

Now, up there what has happened is that the 
casino gambling in Massachusetts has been rejected 
by their legislature 7 times in the past 14 years. That’s 
right, Mr. Speaker, you have heard correctly—7 times 
in the past 14 years. The Governor is pushing that. 
 There issue there is that there is a recession 
so they have a need for jobs and this time the Gover-
nor has become a casino advocate, but he opposes 
the slot machines. And up there the proposal is to 
have slot machines at the state’s four race tracks.  
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 So that’s the issue. And they face those same 
issues. In the case of Massachusetts, polls have 
shown some public support for casinos, but less sup-
port for the slot machines at the tracks. Mr. Patrick’s 
views on casinos have changed since 2006 when, in 
his campaign, he expressed serious reservations 
about the impact of gaming on communities, problem 
gambling, et cetera, and recognised that it was a re-
gressive tax on lower-income residents—the same 
points that have been raised by Members here in the 
House of Assembly today. Those same problems  
 But now, of course, they think it is an opportu-
nity to create jobs. So what you are doing, as Mem-
bers have indicated, is selling your soul in a sense. 
You are saying, Well, I know bad things will come with 
casinos; but we are in such a poor situation because 
of the economic recession that we are willing to put up 
with those bad things in order to get the money and 
jobs that we think will come with gaming and with ca-
sinos. 
 My own view is that because Bermuda is in 
the position it is in with respect to crime, the shattering 
of the public safety in this society, this is not the sort 
of issue we want to be dealing with at this time. And I 
do not fool myself into thinking that it is an issue that 
is going to go away forever. It may—and probably 
will—come back at a later stage. And I can see the 
attraction for the hotels, but, like other Members have 
done some research as to what happens in other 
communities, and there are the deleterious effects on 
societies. They do pay a price in order to get the 
money that comes with gambling. And, of course, 
some communities pay a higher price than others. It 
depends on how it’s managed. And Members have 
mentioned that in some places it is managed better 
than it is in other places. 
 But as I have said, now, for Bermuda, I seri-
ously believe and am convinced that unless we deal 
with the violence in our society, unless we deal with 
public safety in this society, that we are not going to 
be helping ourselves by introducing a measure like 
casinos now.  

Other Members have mentioned the attraction 
of casinos. Obviously, casinos are going to attract 
people who have cash resources—cash resources 
such as drug dealers, gang members who trade in 
drugs, et cetera. It is going to be very attractive for 
them. It is going to— 

 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Actually it will not. I do not 
think it attracts successful lawyers. I do not think so. 
 I do not think people . . . one Member who 
was a lawyer earlier today mentioned people losing 
their houses on it. I do not think they will be that at-
tracted to it. 
 

[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: I do not think they will spend a 
great deal of time . . . the Members on the other side, 
the Premier, suggesting that some Members of the 
House will spend amounts of time at the casino. I do 
not think those people will, you see. And that’s the 
whole point. 
 If one wants to gamble in Bermuda, one has 
the opportunity at the moment on a limited basis that 
it’s available publicly by licence at Crown and Anchor, 
at County Games, at Cup Match, et cetera, and pri-
vately one can do that, if one is interested in it. But I 
do not believe that it is good to encourage people to 
do more than that. I do not think it is going to help. 
 And for those who are so keen, they can go 
into the betting shops; but I do not think it will help to 
spread it any further. I view it as an evil. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: I view it as an evil. I do not 
view it as something desirable. And I put it in line with 
other things that I do not view as particularly produc-
tive in society. I do not view it as a form of entertain-
ment which is productive to the individual.  
 My point of view may sound silly, Mr. 
Speaker. I think you would learn a lot more if you read 
a book or even watched a film, than if you go off and 
gamble. You get the visceral thrill, which is compared 
to a lot of visceral thrills people get from things like 
taking drugs, or physical risk, et cetera. I do not think 
it is a healthy thing. And I think that if we are going to 
have it in society we should not encourage it any  
more than it is today, particularly in view of the cir-
cumstances of this society.  
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Mr. Moniz, the Honourable 
and Learned Member from Smith’s West. 
 I do not think I need to call any other speaker, 
because I think we have exhausted everybody.  
 The debate is concluded. As it is a Take Note 
Motion, there is no right of reply. 
 We will move on to the next order, there is a 
motion in the name of the Honourable and Learned 
Member, Mr. J. Barritt. 
 Mr. Premier, there are no further matters be-
fore the House. 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 
Dr. the Hon. Ewart Frederick Brown: Mr. Speaker, I 
move that the House do now adjourn. 
 
The Speaker: Any objection? 
 Agreed to. 
 The House— 
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Dr. the Hon. Ewart Frederick Brown: Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 
Dr. the Hon. Ewart Frederick Brown: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker, for the latitude that you have— 
 
[Gavel] 
 
Dr. the Hon. Ewart Frederick Brown: Thank you for 
the latitude that you have allowed me to make— 
 
The Speaker: With the indulgence of the House. 
 
Dr. the Hon. Ewart Frederick Brown: —with the in-
dulgence of the House, on this robust and instructive 
debate. 
 Mr. Speaker, we have allowed the opportunity 
for parliamentarians to speak their conscience on the 
very topical subject of gaming in Bermuda. Over-
whelmingly it is clear that the majority of Members 
(this is the motion to adjourn) have vehement opposi-
tion— 
 
Hon. Dame Jennifer Smith: Sorry, sorry. 
 Excuse me, Mr. Speaker. 
 
Dr. the Hon. Ewart Frederick Brown: Mr. Speaker— 
 
Hon. Dame Jennifer Smith: May I ask a point of 
clarification for the edification of Members and the 
audience concerning the rules? Are you allowing lee-
way . . . I heard the Premier say to you “leeway,” but 
nobody explained anything. 
 
The Speaker: We— 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Dame Jennifer Smith: No, that’s on a matter 
that was just debated. 
 
The Speaker: We are now on the motion to adjourn, 
and— 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
The Speaker: —I am allowing the Premier some lati-
tude. He obviously has something very key that he 
wants to say to the Honourable House. 
 
Dr. the Hon. Ewart Frederick Brown: Mr. Speaker, 
thank you for the opportunity. 
 Mr. Speaker, as I was saying, it is clear that 
the majority of Members have vehement opposition to 
gaming. Other Members have grave and numerous 
concerns and there are Members who support gaming 
in Bermuda.  

There are a few things that were said that 
have given me pause and were not an intended con-
sequence of bringing this Green Paper, Mr. Speaker. 
Some Members in their opposition to gaming have 
painted those of us in favour of gaming as less Ber-
mudian, less moral and less caring about Bermuda 
and our people. I believe that this is wrong. e should 
be able to disagree without being disagreeable, and 
without giving negative characterisations to each 
other’s intents and feelings. 

Other Members have stated or insinuated that 
because we have other pressing problems we should 
not be discussing gaming at this time. But, Mr. 
Speaker, we discuss gaming or any other issue be-
cause we do that does not take away our concern or 
intent to deal with our other major problems of the 
day. We have the ability to talk about one subject and 
do something about another. 

Some of the speakers voiced their lack of 
support for gaming in Bermuda right now which leads 
me to believe that at some point in the future the idea 
of gaming might again come to this House or could go 
to the people of Bermuda. I would encourage that 
consideration. 

As the Premier, Mr. Speaker, I must listen to 
everyone and take all that is said into consideration. 
As the Tourism Minister I must propose what I believe 
is in the best interest of Bermuda and Bermuda’s tour-
ism.  

At this point in time when there is a global 
economy we must make use of every available tool. 
Yesterday this principle was in full and clear view. The 
stock market of one of the largest economies in the 
world, the United States, dropped precipitously be-
cause of the budget woes in a relatively small country 
in Europe, Greece. Gambling would present no pana-
cea for tourism, no more than getting more northeast-
ern US visitors or British visitors. Our tourism base, as 
well as our economic base, needs to be diversified 
more than ever in this global economy in order to be 
able to withstand the economic forces which many 
think we have yet to face. 

This tourism ministry has not just proposed 
gaming with regard to improving tourism. We have 
embarked on many initiatives. We have proposed en-
hancing relations with China and with India. We have 
sought new and more economic air routes, witnessed 
WestJet’s arrival a few days ago. We are working on 
our Platinum Period with the introduction of new hotel 
products, and we support gaming as an additional 
amenity to offer our guests. 

Now, if this or future parliament of Bermuda, 
or the people of Bermuda look at gaming in the future, 
I would propose that we try not to be limited by what 
we believe cannot be done. Let us in the future try to 
open our minds and look at what can be done. We 
can structure an ownership of gaming establishments 
where Bermudians own the majority stake. That is 
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being done in other parts of the world and can help 
with wealth-building in Bermuda. 

We can structure gaming where Bermudians, 
persons with work permits, permanent residents and 
whomever we choose, do not game at all; or, where 
they game infrequently. We have had that capacity. 
We could issue licenses where Bermudians could 
gamble only four times a year or once a year, but 
where their gaming revenues would be captured here 
as opposed to going abroad.  
 We can structure gaming where there is little 
or no visibility to the general public of Bermuda, but 
where the tourists who want gaming as an amenity 
can put Bermuda in their selection mix. We can struc-
ture gaming where it is not the flashy, corrupt opera-
tion to which many have alluded. It can be a transpar-
ent enterprise with Bermudian ownership and workers 
that add to the economy of our nation and attracts 
those tourists who would want it. 
 Finally, Mr. Speaker, I would like to thank all 
of the Honourable Members of the House for sharing 
their opinions on this subject. 
 Thank you sir. 
 
[applause] 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Mr. Premier. 
 The House stands adjourned until Friday next 
at 10:00 AM. [Gavel] 
 
[At 12:28 AM (8 May 2010), the House adjourned until 
Friday, 14 May 2010] 
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10:00 AM 
Sitting Number 20 of the 2009/10 Session 

 
[Hon. Dame Jennifer Smith, Deputy Speaker, in the 
Chair] 
 

PRAYERS 
 
[Prayers read by Hon. Dame Jennifer Smith] 
 

CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 
7 MAY 2010 

 
The Deputy Speaker: Members, the Minutes have 
been circulated. If there are no corrections, additions, 
amendments, I move that they be accepted as circu-
lated. 
 
[No audible response] 
 
The Deputy Speaker: So done. 
 
[Motion carried: Minutes confirmed] 

 
MESSAGES FROM THE GOVERNOR 

 
The Deputy Speaker: There are none. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS BY THE SPEAKER 
OR MEMBER PRESIDING 

 
Apologies 

 
The Deputy Speaker: I have two announcements.  

You will surely have noticed by now the ab-
sence of the Honourable Stanley W. Lowe, OBE, JP, 
MP. He has sent apologies because he is attending a 
family funeral in Dominica and was unable to get con-
nections back to Bermuda in time for this meeting. 

I also have apologies from the Honourable 
Michael J. Scott, who is absent from the House. He is 
travelling today on government business.  

And I have apologies for absence from Mr. 
John Barritt, who is ill with a bug at the moment. 
 

MESSAGES FROM THE SENATE 
 
The Deputy Speaker: There are none. 
 

PAPERS AND OTHER  
COMMUNICATIONS TO THE HOUSE 

 

PETITIONS 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Petitions? 
 
[No audible response] 
 

STATEMENTS BY MINISTERS 
 AND OTHER JUNIOR MINISTERS 

 
The Deputy Speaker: The Chair recognises the Hon-
ourable Derrick Burgess, the Minister of Works and 
Engineering.  

Minister Burgess, you have the floor. 
 
CURRENT WATER SITUATION—FUTURE PLANS 

 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Yes, thank you, 
Madam Speaker.  

Madam Speaker, I rise this morning to offer 
information about the current dry spell and to provide 
an update with respect to what the Ministry of Works 
and Engineering is doing to mitigate its impact. I shall 
also address new initiatives to meet the Island’s pota-
ble water needs. 

Madam Speaker, Members of this Honourable 
House may be aware that, according to the Bermuda 
Weather Service, the rainfall level for the year to date 
is significantly below normal. Only 16 inches have 
been recorded, whereas the norm for this period is 
approximately 20 inches. Over the last two-and-a-half 
months alone, there has been a shortfall of approxi-
mately 5 inches, a situation that has caused a high 
distribution demand at the beginning of the summer 
season. 

Madam Speaker, the Ministry of Works and 
Engineering produces water at six water treatment 
facilities and distributes water from three water truck-
ers’ outlets across the Island. During March and April 
of this year, approximately 25 million imperial gallons 
of water were sold by the Ministry of Works and Engi-
neering. Some 4.5 million imperial gallons of the total 
of 25 million imperial gallons was sold to water truck-
ers. 

Madam Speaker, the Ministry of Works and 
Engineering supplies water to three separate areas of 
the Island: the Eastern, the Central, and the Western 
Supply and Distribution Systems. Their Eastern Sys-
tem, servicing clients in St. George’s Parish, consists 
of two small treatment facilities, which supply water 
through a piped system to individual properties. The 
combined operational production capacity of these 
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plants is approximately 80,000 imperial gallons per 
day.  

Madam Speaker, there are several sources of 
water available in the Central System. The combined 
production capacity of the Tynes Bay Water Treat-
ment Plant, North Shore Containerized Plant, the 
Prospect Water Treatment Plant, and the Devon 
Springs Facility is approximately 850,000 imperial gal-
lons per day. These facilities service Pembroke, Dev-
onshire, Smith’s and Hamilton Parishes and provide 
water to the North Shore and Prospect Water Truck-
ers’ Outlets. The Ministry of Works and Engineering 
also has a connection to the Bermuda Waterworks 
Limited water system. The interconnection provides 
for water to be supplied to or from Bermuda Water-
works Limited systems, depending on the needs of 
each entity. 

Madam Speaker, the North Shore and Pros-
pect Water Truckers’ Outlets in the Central Supply 
and Distribution System are normally open 24 hours a 
day. However, the current severe demand has re-
quired the implementation of restricted hours of opera-
tion to facilitate the overnight replenishment of reser-
voir levels in order to provide a reliable water supply 
during the day and early evening. The Prospect outlet 
has 10 metered outlets assigned to trucking compa-
nies, and a single automated outlet for general use. 
The North Shore Water Truckers’ Outlet has four 
automated outlets. These automated outlets have 
seen very high usage in recent weeks, leading to in-
creased wait times for truckers.  

Madam Speaker, the Western System is ser-
viced by the Tudor Hill Water Treatment Facility, with 
an operational capacity of approximately 160,000 im-
perial gallons per day. This facility provides water to 
the western portion of Southampton and to Sandys 
Parish. The Ministry of Works and Engineering is fac-
ing challenges in meeting the current water demand in 
the West End. Consequently, there are currently re-
duced hours of operation at the Port Royal Water 
Truckers’ Outlet and interruptions in water supply to 
piped customers in the entire Western System. 

The controlled water supply permits the water 
storage reservoirs to fill overnight in order to provide 
adequate water distribution into the piped system and 
to the water truckers’ outlets during the day. There are 
three metered outlets assigned to trucking companies 
and a single automated outlet for general use. The 
reduction in opening hours of the Port Royal Water 
Truckers’ Outlet has resulted in truckers travelling to 
the Prospect and North Shore Water Truckers’ Outlets 
in the central area in order to collect water when the 
western area truckers’ outlet is emptied. 

Madam Speaker, there are several large-
demand customers in the West End, including Lefroy 
House Senior Care Facility and Westgate Correctional 
Facility, to which the Ministry must continue to provide 
water. There is an interconnection in the Dockyard 
area between the Ministry of Works and Engineering’s 

piped system and the WEDCO system, permitting a 
resource-sharing arrangement between WEDCO and 
the Ministry when excess supply is available from ei-
ther entity. It is through this arrangement that the wa-
ter needs of the large-demand customers can be sup-
plemented. 

Madam Speaker, what of the future? The Min-
istry of Works and Engineering, while actively monitor-
ing the current water demand and managing the water 
resources to ensure that all residents have reasonable 
access to potable water, is currently working on ways 
to mitigate the impact of these recurring water short-
ages and to increase water supply.  

Madam Speaker, in the eastern parishes, 
plans are underway to establish a new water truckers’ 
outlet to service both St. George’s and Hamilton Par-
ishes. The current St. George’s Truckers’ Outlet at 
Park Gates was closed last year because of insuffi-
cient water production at the water treatment facility in 
St. George’s. 

It was determined that a new outlet would 
need to be established. The water to supply this outlet 
would be provided through the relocation of the con-
tainerized RO unit which is currently located across 
from the Tynes Bay Waste Treatment Facility. It has 
been determined that a proposed location near the 
junction of Southside Road and Kindley Field Road is 
a better strategic location to serve the communities of 
St. George’s, St. David’s, and Hamilton Parish. The 
Government has commissioned the manufacture, 
supply, and installation of a 100,000 imperial gallon 
water storage tank to be situated at the relocated St. 
George’s Truckers’ Outlet.  

Madam Speaker, the Ministry of Works and 
Engineering provide water to 37 properties in the St. 
George’s Parish. Included in these properties are the 
St. George’s Club, Bermuda Housing Corporation 
properties, condominium associations, and the Sylvia 
Richardson Care Facility. The Ministry provides a ser-
vice which supplements rainfall; however, in St. 
George’s, many of the older buildings have tanks that 
are smaller than the average size in Bermuda, and the 
demand is more consistent throughout the year. 

Madam Speaker, until 2008 the Water Section 
within the Department of Operations and Engineering 
produced water from the St. George’s Water Treat-
ment Facility and the Club Med Reverse Osmosis 
Plant. The Club Med RO Plant was decommissioned 
in 2008 following the demolition of the former Club 
Med Hotel, and a portion of the production capacity 
was lost. The Water Section secured the use of the 
former St. George’s Golf Club RO Plant to increase 
production; however, this plant has less capacity than 
the former Club Med RO Plant. This is coupled with a 
well field in which the quality of source water is dete-
riorating, further decreasing the available supply. 
Therefore, in order to meet the future water needs of 
St. George’s, the Government has approved the con-
struction, operation, and maintenance of a new 



Official Hansard Report 14 May 2010 123 
 

 House of Assembly 

125,000 imperial gallons per day reverse osmosis 
plant to supply increased amounts of potable water to 
the distribution system. This new facility is expected to 
be up and running later this year. 

Madam Speaker, with regard to the Central 
System, the completion of the expansion of the Tynes 
Bay Water Treatment Plant, a seawater reverse os-
mosis plant will allow the facility to double production 
to 1 million imperial gallons per day. The expansion 
should be completed by August 2010 and will satisfy 
current and future needs of the residents of this area. 
Additionally, the increased capacity of the Tynes Bay 
Water Treatment Plant will go a long way towards 
meeting the water needs of other parts of the Island.  

Madam Speaker, moving west, in recent 
years there have been significant challenges in pro-
viding an adequate supply of water in the western par-
ishes during dry periods. This situation has required 
the Ministry of Works and Engineering to ration water 
to both water truckers and customers connected to 
the system, as is the case currently. In 2007, in order 
to increase the available supply, the Ministry of Works 
and Engineering entered into a Memorandum of Un-
derstanding with the West End Development Corpora-
tion to supply water to Ministry customers between 
Dockyard and Watford Bridge. 

However, there have been periods, most re-
cently last summer, when WEDCO has been unable 
to supply water, since its supply was required for the 
internal Dockyard system and the cruise ships. 
WEDCO has recently expanded its water production 
from 120,000 US gallons per day to 225,000 US gal-
lons per day, representing an 88 per cent increase. 
This increase is anticipated to meet WEDCO’s exist-
ing need and provide some additional capacity to Min-
istry of Works and Engineering users between 
WEDCO and Watford Bridge.  

In these circumstances, Madam Speaker, I 
wish to advise the Members of this Honourable House 
that the Cabinet has recently approved a Memoran-
dum of Understanding between the Bermuda Gov-
ernment and Bermuda Waterworks Limited. This 
Memorandum of Understanding will have a positive 
impact on the West End water supply, with additional 
water capacity being available to West End users 
once interconnection between the government and 
the Bermuda Waterworks Limited system is realised 
later this year.  

At this juncture, Madam Acting Speaker, I 
wish to offer a word of explanation to residents of the 
West End who have been awaiting the much-needed 
resurfacing of some roads in the area. Recognising 
that trenching would be taking place in the near future 
in order to accommodate the expansion of the piping 
system, the decision was taken to delay resurfacing 
until the trenching has been completed.  

Madam Acting Speaker, the National Water 
Conservation Campaign began in January 2009, and 
since then the Ministry of Works and Engineering has 

been actively encouraging the public to conserve wa-
ter. The campaign included television, radio, print ads 
in various publications, and online advertising. A prin-
cipal goal of the water conservation campaign is to 
reduce water demand, with the resulting benefit of 
extending the life of existing water treatment facilities 
and the deferral of capital spending for plant expan-
sions or new facilities. The campaign has officially 
ended, but reports and statistics have shown that 
residents are actively engaging in water conservation. 
The National Water Conservation Campaign will re-
quire active promotion on a regular basis, since water 
will always be one of Bermuda’s most precious re-
sources. 

Madam Acting Speaker, mindful of the need 
to ensure that an adequate amount of potable water is 
always available to the residents of Bermuda, the Min-
istry of Works and Engineering is embarking on the 
development of a master plan for the supply of water 
in Bermuda.  

In summary, Madam Acting Speaker, the 
people of Bermuda may be assured that the Ministry 
of Works and Engineering remains committed to pro-
viding the country with quality potable water at a fair 
price. The Ministry of Works and Engineering is ac-
tively managing the supply of water in the current dry 
spell by diverting water to high-demand areas, sharing 
water resources with private-sector entities where 
feasible, and expanding and increasing, where rea-
sonable, the capacity of existing water production fa-
cilities. 

Thank you, Madam Speaker. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: A very timely statement.  

Are there any further ministerial statements? 
The Chair recognises the Minister of Health, the Hon-
ourable Walter Roban.  

Minister Roban, you have the floor. 
 

STATUS OF THE NATIONAL OFFICE FOR SEN-
IORS AND THE PHYSICALLY CHALLENGED 

 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: Thank you, Madam Speaker. 
I am pleased this morning to stand and inform you of 
the progress that has been made in the Government’s 
continuing work to support Bermuda’s seniors and 
disabled persons. 

The National Office for Seniors and the Physi-
cally Challenged was formed in 2001 through the 
amalgamation of two programmes of Government: 
The Coordinator of Seniors within the Department of 
Health, and the Coordinator of Disabled within the 
Department of Community Affairs. The office was then 
within the Ministry of Health, and in 2007, during the 
ministerial realignment, was placed within the Ministry 
of Culture and Social Rehabilitation.  

In August 2009 the National Office returned to 
the Ministry of Health and during the past nine months 
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has undergone a transformation to assist vulnerable 
persons in our community. 

Madam Speaker, the Government, in various 
Speeches from the Throne, has committed itself to 
improving the lot of our vulnerable persons. This 
commitment has been demonstrated with the intro-
duction of various initiatives such as the homestead 
tax relief for seniors, the registration of motorcar vehi-
cle relief, the $1200 towards medications formerly in 
the HIP programme and, more recently, the rollout of 
the two phases of FutureCare. The revitalisation of the 
National Office is another deliverable towards that 
commitment. 

Madam Speaker, the Ministry of Health sup-
ports a philosophy of a social model of care for vul-
nerable persons and believes the move of the Na-
tional Office to the Ministry of Health enables common 
projects and initiatives to be better managed. 

Policy and programme analyst within the Min-
istry of Health, Mr. John Payne, was seconded to the 
Office as acting manager. Mr. Payne was asked to do 
the following: Develop a vision and mission for the 
Office; develop a strategic plan; recommend human 
resources associated with the strategic plan; 
develop a communications plan for the Office; and 
be responsible for the daily operation of the Office. 
Madam Speaker, since his secondment, a number of 
steps have been implemented to improve the effec-
tiveness and efficiency of the Office. 

Collaborative relationships have been formed 
with key stakeholders, including Age Concern, Meals 
on Wheels, clinical social workers at the King Edward 
VII Memorial Hospital, Department of Health Commu-
nity Nursing, Environmental Health Section, Mid-
Atlantic Wellness Institute, the Department of Plan-
ning, and the Department of Financial Assistance. 

Following individual meetings with staff, a 
paradigm shift has transpired regarding the delinea-
tion of specific staff to identify tasks aimed towards 
effective client management. The adherence to regu-
lar team and project update meetings has been vital in 
ensuring the efficiency of the Office and eliminating 
duplication of effort in assisting the client. 

Madam Speaker, the staff level of the Office 
has been increased by the secondment of a nurse 
case manager. It is clear that this addition has added 
much needed technical expertise and experience. 

The intake worker’s position has been filled 
permanently with a recently graduated social worker. 
She has experience working in the Bermuda Hospitals 
Board, and this has proven beneficial as she has an 
understanding of the procedures at the hospital and 
has a working relationship with the clinical social 
workers. 

The position of Accessibility Support/Intake 
Worker is vacant. However, a redrafted job description 
has been written and should be graded shortly. 

Madam Acting Speaker, the acting manager 
through the Information Technology Office has com-

pleted a review of the IT and telephone systems, and 
it has been noted that the current case management 
system, which became operational on February 1, 
2010, will be able to fulfil the requirements of the Of-
fice, giving appropriate reports and statistics to aid 
with the proper policy and programme developments. 
A new telephone system has also been installed that 
permits better access to officers at a lower cost. 

The Office accommodations that formerly suf-
fered from a mould problem have been updated, in-
cluding the replacing of ceiling tiles, painting of walls, 
carpet cleaning, maintenance of the air filtration sys-
tem, door repair, alarm installation, and replacements 
of window screens. The one outstanding item to the 
physical plant is the installation of accessibility ramps, 
for which the Department of Works and Engineering 
have developed architectural plans. 

Madam Speaker, in addition to the aforemen-
tioned, the Office is working with the Geriatric As-
sessment and Planning, known as GAP Team in re-
gards to long-term care. An initiative to address em-
ployment for persons with disabilities is being consid-
ered, as well as a relationship has been established 
with the Hustle Truck project. The relationships 
formed are all in line with the guiding principle of plac-
ing the interests of the client first and foremost. 

Madam Speaker, the Office has been involved 
in various activities and projects over the past nine 
months including International Day for Persons with 
Disabilities, the Developmentally Disabled Taskforce 
that is looking at a national strategy for persons with 
developmental disabilities, a review of the accessibility 
status of government buildings to make recommenda-
tions regarding access to government offices, and 
improved communications between the National Of-
fice and the Department of Health’s community nurs-
ing team to identify their respective roles with an aim 
to improving case management. 

Madam Speaker, I am pleased to share with 
you that all of the original objectives set out for the 
National Office have been accomplished. The Office 
has new vision and mission statements, a plan for 
communication strategies for effective and efficient 
client management. The staff has been required to 
think outside of the box to accomplish problematic 
issues for clients. Essential staff competencies are 
communicating and influencing, being client focused, 
problem solving, taking a wide perspective, and work-
ing together. 

From an organisational perspective, four 
themes have been developed: case management, 
compliance, policy and programme development, and 
collaboration. Each of these processes is focused on 
yielding the most satisfactory results for the client and 
collaborating entities both public and private. 

Madam Speaker, the Office has outlined its 
Objectives for 2010. In this regard the National Office 
will explore employment tax relief for companies that 
hire persons with disabilities; facilitate the creation of 
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a sports plan to assist persons with disabilities to take 
opportunities for participation from local grass-roots 
beginnings to elite levels of international competition; 
produce a disability service area chart that identifies 
service providers and reveals gaps in service to aid in 
policy and programme planning; assist the Depart-
ment of Planning to work towards adopting the Ameri-
can National Standard: Accessible and Usable Build-
ings and Facilities standards; hold seminars for staff in 
areas such as team communications and time man-
agement; streamline and enhance joint case man-
agement of clients; improve monitoring of residential 
care facilities; improve monitoring of care staff and 
services; and provide monthly caseload statistics, in-
cluding risk factors and challenging cases. 

Madam Speaker, the past nine months have 
witnessed another step forward in providing quality 
care and attention to the needs of Bermuda’s seniors 
and disabled persons. The dedicated team led by Mr. 
Payne is leading the way in assisting with the daily 
struggles of vulnerable persons in the community. 

The new vision for the Office envisions a 
Bermuda that provides services and support that per-
mit seniors and persons with disabilities to live mean-
ingful and productive lives commensurate with their 
physical and cognitive capacity. The new mission of 
the Office is to connect and provide advice, support, 
and services to service users and service providers 
that enhance the quality of life of seniors and persons 
with disabilities. 

Madam Speaker, the important work of this 
Office echoes promises made by the Government in 
past Speeches from the Throne. I encourage my hon-
ourable colleagues who deal with members of the 
public who have a need and our seniors and physi-
cally challenged residents to make use of the National 
Office and what it provides. 

Thank you, Madam Acting Speaker. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Minister.  

There are some more ministerial statements. 
The Chair recognises the Minister of Culture and So-
cial Rehabilitation, the Honourable Neletha Butterfield. 
Minister Butterfield. 

Minister Butterfield, you have the floor. 
 

BERMUDA DAY PARADE 
 
Hon. D. Neletha I. Butterfield: Thank you, Madam 
Speaker.  

I arise this morning to share with my honour-
able colleagues and the people of Bermuda informa-
tion about the 2010 Bermuda Day Parade and some 
of the Heritage Month activities planned for the rest of 
May. 

The Bermuda Day Parade is always a spec-
tacular pageantry of colours, rhythmic pulsating 
sounds, and creative, captivating and intriguing float 
displays. This year, with the Heritage Month theme of 

Green: Yesterday, Today and Tomorrow, the parade 
promises to be just as exciting! 

Madam Speaker, our Bermuda Day Parade 
will again begin at 1:30 PM on Monday, 24th May, and 
will follow the same route as in previous years. Start-
ing at the junction of the Bermudiana Road and Front 
Street, the parade will continue along Front Street to 
Court Street, where it will make a left turn on Court 
Street. The parade will then turn left onto Church 
Street. The parade then makes a right turn onto Cedar 
Avenue and proceeds along past the tennis stadium 
to Marsh Folly Road. It will then make a right turn on 
to Dutton Avenue and into Bernard Park. 

Madam Speaker, this year there are 10 floats 
in the Bermuda Day Parade, and all of them promise 
to highlight some aspect of our cultural heritage that 
connects with the Heritage Month theme for this year. 
There are 49 entries to date in this year’s Bermuda 
Day Parade. Interspersed between the floats, specta-
tors will be able to marvel at the precise dancing of 
the majorette groups, the exciting and colourful Gom-
bey troupes, and the energetic and lively perform-
ances of other dance groups. 

Madam Speaker, I would like to thank all 
those who have yet again agreed to participate in our 
most cherished Bermuda Day Parade. I am very 
thankful to all of the people who will be working into 
the wee hours of the morning to make their floats as 
beautiful and as interesting as possible. There are so 
many people who take pride in the work of designing 
and decorating the floats each year. And it is very te-
dious work. Their selfless sacrifice is worthy of praise! 

Madam Speaker, I would also like to extend 
my sincere appreciation to all of the dance groups—
the majorettes, Gombey troupes, and the other dance 
groups—for all of the countless hours that each group 
puts in, choreographing their dance routines, making 
sure that each and every member has mastered their 
steps, and outfitting their groups so that they all look 
radiant and beautiful on the day. Madam Speaker, I 
must also acknowledge our wonderful judges, who 
rise very early on Bermuda Day to inspect and judge 
all of the floats. 

Madam Speaker, permit me to very briefly 
share some of the Heritage Month activities that are 
continuing throughout the remainder of this month. A 
new and innovative initiative is the Department’s Pub-
lic Arts Festival entitled “Culture Unwrapped.” This is 
the brainchild of one of our newer members of the 
Department, Mr. Adrian Kawaley Lathan. This pilot 
programme aims to take the arts to the people on the 
streets of Hamilton. Every day from noon until 2:00 
PM, local artists can be found performing in their des-
ignated performance zones—Nellie’s Walk (City Hall), 
Par-la-Ville Park entrance, and Wesley Square. This 
outdoor arts festival has been organised in collabora-
tion with the Corporation of Hamilton, the Bermuda 
National Gallery, and the Bermuda Society of Arts. 
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Madam Speaker, other fascinating events in-
clude a Tasting Talk at Watson’s Farm on Sunday 16th 
May from 2 PM until 4 PM. Farmer Tom Watson will 
talk about sustainable farming, and attendees will get 
to enjoy some delectable organic treats grown at Wat-
son’s Farm that have been prepared by Tom’s sister, 
Judith Watson. Also, there will be inspirational movie 
nights on Sunday, the 16th of May, and Sunday the 
30th of May, from 7 PM until 10 PM at Chewstick 
Foundation’s premises on the corner of Court and 
Elliott Streets. Immediately following the viewing of 
each film there will be a roundtable discussion to en-
gage those attending. The films to be featured are 
“The Cove” and “The Eleventh Hour.” This event is 
free to the public. 

Madam Speaker, Heritage Month will con-
clude with yet another innovative event, the Eco-
Heritage Festival, which will take place at the Botani-
cal Gardens on Sunday, the 30th of May, from 12 noon 
until 4:30 PM. This festival will feature free yoga and 
Tai Chi demonstrations, eco-art demonstrations, an 
all-natural children’s play zone, live entertainment, 
and much more. 

Madam Speaker, I am most grateful to all of 
the members of the Heritage Advisory Committee, 
who are very supportive of the Department’s staff in 
planning Heritage Month. I congratulate the Depart-
ment of Community and Cultural Affairs, and Mrs. 
Louise Tannock, Cultural Affairs Programme Man-
ager, in particular, for all of the work that they do to 
organize the Heritage Month programme and the 
Bermuda Day Parade. There are so, so many meet-
ings and planning that goes on behind the scenes to 
make Heritage Month and Bermuda Day a success. 

Madam Speaker, the staff of the Department 
of Community and Cultural Affairs understand the im-
portance of providing appealing and engaging en-
counters that encourage our people to understand 
and value our Island’s rich and diverse culture and 
heritage. Knowing that knowledge of and appreciation 
for our cultural heritage will help foster pride in our-
selves and our country and should therefore lead to 
greater harmony. 

Thank you, Madam Speaker. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Minister.  

The Chair recognises the Honourable Pre-
mier, Dr. Ewart Brown, Minister of Tourism and 
Transport. Minister Brown, you have the floor. 
 

VISIT TO RUSSIA 
 
Dr. the Hon. Ewart Frederick Brown: Good morning, 
Madam Deputy Speaker.  

I rise before this Honourable House to provide 
a report on my recent visit to Russia. As Honourable 
Members are aware, this Government has committed 
itself to protecting the Department of Civil Aviations 

Aircraft Registry, the jobs it creates, and the millions 
of dollars it contributes to our economy. 

While this visit to Russia was scheduled 
months ago, the recent unfounded concerns ex-
pressed by Her Majesty’s Government placed a 
higher importance on the meetings with Russian air-
lines, aviation officials and regulators. We were able 
to inform our Russian partners directly and ease their 
concerns. 

Madam Acting Speaker, we began by meeting 
with Bureau Veritas (BV), a global organisation head-
quartered in France with an aerospace division in 
Moscow. Honourable Members should be aware that 
Bermuda’s Department of Civil Aviation contracts BV 
to conduct airworthiness oversight of Bermuda regis-
tered aircraft operating in Russia, as well as aircraft 
maintenance facilities. Bureau Veritas, which has an 
office of six full-time staff based in Moscow, was rep-
resented by Aeronautic and Space Division Project 
Managers Mounir Ben Mansour and Georges 
Schmuck in the meeting. This meeting provided us 
with an opportunity to be updated on the Russian 
aviation market and to prepare for meetings with the 
airlines and the Russian Civil Aviation Authority. 

Director of Civil Aviation Mr. Thomas Dunstan 
and I then met with the Russian airlines Aeroflot, S7, 
UT Air; with the Department of State Policy for Civil 
Aviation; and the Federal Air Transport Agency, re-
sponsible for handling aviation regulatory oversight 
under Russia’s Ministry of Transport. We were struck, 
Madam Speaker, by the consistent praise for our air-
craft register, the high standard of our work, and the 
fantastic service they have experienced in conducting 
business with Bermuda. They each welcomed the 
news that we plan to open a satellite Civil Aviation unit 
at the Bermuda office in London. 

This has been a gruelling schedule, but well 
worth it. The work of our Director Thomas Dunstan 
and his team has been exemplary, and I believe that 
this outstanding team deserves to lead a growing air-
craft register on behalf of Bermuda. 

Madam Speaker, before I conclude, I would 
like to take a moment to address the irresponsible and 
careless attacks on this Government by the Opposi-
tion. As the duly elected representatives of the people 
we have an obligation to protect our economy and 
Bermudian jobs. When it comes to our economy and 
when it comes to Bermudian jobs, we have an obliga-
tion to be a part of the solution and not a part of the 
problem. While Her Majesty’s Loyal Opposition has 
done their best to make the aircraft registry a political 
football, our Government remains focused on the real 
issues facing our people. 

In their efforts to discredit the Government, 
they have run a real risk of undermining our ability to 
save the air registry. If the Opposition’s rule is “Ber-
muda First” only when they say so, then their credibil-
ity on other pressing issues is in doubt. This is an is-
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sue in which the petty partisans are out of their 
league. This is too serious to play politics. 

The facts are, one, Government was aware 
that resources were stretched prior to the ICAO audit 
and had placed restrictions on the growth of the regis-
ter for a period of five months. 

Two, during this period, Government provided 
support to the Department of Civil Aviation to increase 
the number of contracted inspectors, and developed a 
plan to hire temporary staff as an interim measure. 

Three, whilst the published Full-Time Employ-
ees for DCA has shown little growth, resources have 
been engaged to ensure oversight responsibilities are 
carried out. 

Four, four temporary additional positions were 
created in the last financial year.  

Five, four additional contracted inspectors 
have been approved in the past six months. 

Six, Government implemented a full strategic 
review of the Department, from which it was expected 
that additional full-time employees would be identified. 

Seven, the strategic review was completed 
and accepted by Cabinet, and a business plan devel-
oped from this review. The business plan takes a ho-
listic look at the Department—systems, processes, 
technology, and not just human resources—to create 
an efficient organisation. 

Eight, four more temporary additional posi-
tions will be added this year, which will mirror posts 
indicated in the business plan. 

Nine, DCA has engaged the services of repu-
table aviation organisations to conduct specific over-
sight functions in the areas of continuing airworthi-
ness, a relatively new requirement, and safety man-
agement. We will continue to engage such companies 
for projects as required. 

Ten, contracting services is an acceptable 
means of conducting regulatory oversight to both the 
UK and ICAO. Many countries outsource parts of their 
regulatory responsibilities, and countries such as 
France and Luxembourg have outsourced significant 
portions for years. 

Eleven, the ICAO has accepted all of the ac-
tion plans submitted in response to the audit findings. 

Madam Speaker, these are long-term fixes, 
not short-term repairs. The registry is made up of cli-
ents who choose to be on the register, and could one 
day choose not to be. Therefore, we must strike a 
balance between full-time employees and contractors, 
so that if the register were to decrease, we are not put 
in the situation of downsizing the staff. 

The benefits that our well-managed, profes-
sional, and internationally recognised air registry con-
tributes to Bermuda in terms of jobs for our people 
and revenue for our economy, including law firms, are 
enormous. For this reason, it is a priority of this Gov-
ernment that it be protected, preserved, and grow 
from strength to strength for the benefit of our people.  

Thank you, Madam Acting Speaker. 

 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Minister Premier.  

Do you have another statement? 
 

UPDATE ON INDIA 
 
Dr. the Hon. Ewart Frederick Brown: Yes, Madam 
Speaker.  

Honourable Members will recall the raft of op-
portunities I was pleased to announce after a suc-
cessful trip to India, which was roundly criticised 
across the way. Madam Speaker, the momentum from 
that visit has been sustained, and I am pleased to ad-
vise this Honourable House that already we are see-
ing tangible results to the benefit of Bermuda. 

During this past week, Madam Speaker, a se-
ries of Indian businessmen have been in Bermuda 
looking at our beauty, our infrastructure, and success 
of the Island. To a man, they have been impressed, 
and their visit has cemented positive Bermuda im-
agery in their minds. Madam Speaker, I am pleased to 
advise this Honourable House, especially Members 
who live in the pessimistic world, that portions of a 
major mainstream Indian film will be shot in Bermuda 
during the first week of September. 

Madam Speaker, this will expose Bermuda to 
audiences not only in India, but in the United States, 
Canada, and the United Kingdom. The film’s world-
wide release date is January 14, 2011. Madam 
Speaker, this is a major achievement which will pro-
vide a short-term boost to tourism and related ser-
vices while the crew and stars are in Bermuda, and 
will be followed by significant exposure into new and 
emerging markets from which we can only benefit. 

Madam Speaker, in keeping with the usual 
placement of positive news for Bermuda, as achieved 
by this Government, the Royal Gazette’s coverage of 
this announcement was featured in the middle of page 
7. Madam Speaker, representatives of the Whistling 
Woods Film, TV, and Animation Institute met with the 
Academic Executive of the Bermuda College and 
hosted an informational forum at the campus during 
their visit. Those in attendance heard firsthand of the 
opportunity for Bermudian students to attend Asia’s 
largest film school at discounted rates of tuition. 

Madam Speaker, sports linkages, public 
safety innovation, and financial association were all 
pursued during this initial visit. And I am pleased to 
advise this Honourable House that positive receptions 
were received in every meeting. 

Significant interest in a fulsome India strategy 
has been expressed by Bermuda-based insurance 
and reinsurance, and through their representative or-
ganisations, detailed presentations of specific India 
opportunities will be arranged. 

Madam Speaker, this relationship is growing. 
And Bermuda will continue to see benefits long after 
I’ve gone. As one commentator observed in a recent 
issue of Newsweek magazine, “The emergence of 
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economies like India and China should be no surprise 
to students of history. While Western Europe and the 
Americas were bands of nomadic tribes, the East and 
Asia were centres of commerce, trade, and were the 
only real modern economies. Courting them is some-
thing most countries recognise as sensible and in-
creasingly necessary.” 

Thank you, Madam Acting Speaker. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Mr. Premier.  

There being no more ministerial statements, 
we will move on to— 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
The Deputy Speaker: [Gavel] The Speaker is speak-
ing. 

 
REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 

The Deputy Speaker: We will move on to Reports of 
Committees. There are none. 

QUESTION PERIOD 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Question Period.  

Yes, the Chair recognises Mr. Charles F. B. 
Swan, the Representative from Southampton West 
Central, Constituency 31, who has indicated that he 
has questions with regard to Minister Derrick Bur-
gess’s statement. 
 

QUESTION NO. 1 ON CURRENT WATER SITUA-
TION—FUTURE PLANS 

 
Mr. Charles F. B. Swan: Thank you, Madam 
Speaker.  

I had a couple of questions to do with the 
statement, which was quite detailed as far as supply 
of water goes. I wondered if, number one, the Minister 
could answer the question, How much water storage 
capacity is available in each of the three areas he has 
mentioned, east, west, and central? 

Do I ask all three questions now—there are 
four, sorry—or one at a time? 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Excuse me, Minister. Would 
you like the questions one at a time? 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Yes. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Okay. 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: I do not have the in-
formation with me, but I will get it for you. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. Proceed. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
 
Mr. Charles F. B. Swan: Thank you, Madam 
Speaker. 

Thank you, Mr. Minister. And the other ques-
tion is, How many days’ water supply—this was a fol-
low-up to the same one—are available in whatever 
storage capacity we have, if statistics are kept? 

And I also had a question as to the cost of wa-
ter, as sold per 1,000 gallons. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Minister, you may wait until you 
are recognised. 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: I’m sorry.  

The cost of water has been in the public’s 
domain. You should have that. But it is in the public’s 
domain.  
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Minister.  

Mr. Swan? 
 
Mr. Charles F. B. Swan: Is that his answer? 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Yes. 
 

QUESTION NO. 2 ON CURRENT WATER SITUA-
TION—FUTURE PLANS 

 
Mr. Charles F. B. Swan: I was looking for a dollar 
figure somewhere along the line. 

My last question arises from page 6 on the 
statement. The Minister alluded to the increased pro-
duction in the West End and at the WEDCO facility, 
and also the Memorandum of Understanding with the 
Bermuda Waterworks. 

And it says it is going to “provide additional 
water capacity available to West End users,” I believe 
it was all the way from Dockyard to Watford Bridge. 
And I just wondered if that included the residents who 
live in the Boaz Island Village. 

 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Mr. Swan.  

The Minister of Works and Engineering is now 
recognised. Mr. Burgess, you have the floor. 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: The statement is quite 
clear. It says “from Dockyard to Watford Bridge.” 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Minister.  

The Chair recognises now Mrs. Patricia 
Gordon-Pamplin, the Member from Paget West, Con-
stituency 23. Mrs. Gordon-Pamplin, you have the 
floor. 
 

QUESTION NO. 3 ON CURRENT WATER SITUA-
TION—FUTURE PLANS 
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Mrs. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Thank you, 
Madam Speaker.  

To the Minister, page 5 of your statement with 
respect to the East End water provision and the lack 
of capacity following the close-down of Club Med . . . 
My question to the Minister is, Will the coming on line 
of the new facility precede the transfer to the East End 
of the government offices to which the Minister al-
luded in a prior statement, to ensure that there is not a 
further strain on the water infrastructure? You are go-
ing to put more bodies down there; you want to make 
sure St. George’s still has water. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Nice tie together.  

The Minister of Works and Engineering, the 
Honourable Derrick Burgess will respond. Minister 
Burgess, you have the floor. 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: We will have sufficient 
water to take care of St. George’s in the future, once 
this is complete. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Minister.  

Do you have a supplementary, Mrs. Patricia 
Gordon-Pamplin? 
 

QUESTION NO. 4 ON CURRENT WATER SITUA-
TION—FUTURE PLANS 

 
Mrs. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: I have a further 
question, yes, I do. And this is with respect to the 
statement on the master plan, which appears on page 
7 of the Minister’s statement. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Yes? 
 
Mrs. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: And the question 
is, the Minister alluded to the “master plan.” Why is 
the master plan only just now being considered when 
it was promised when Tynes Bay Water Facility came 
on line, especially given that the use of water is not a 
new phenomenon? 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Representative for 
Constituency 23.  

The Chair recognises the Minister of Works 
and Engineering, the Honourable Derrick Burgess. Mr. 
Burgess, you have the floor. 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: [Microphone not 
turned on] I believe the statement says that we will be 
developing a master plan for water. Are you saying 
why hasn’t it been done? 
 
Mrs. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: I am asking. That 
is all. 
 

Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: That is all the state-
ment addresses. The statement addresses [INAUDI-
BLE-Microphone not turned on] 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Minister Burgess.  

Mrs. Patricia Gordon-Pamplin has a supple-
mentary. I’m recognising the Representative for 
Pagent West, Constituency 23. Continue, Mrs. 
Gordon-Pamplin. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
 
Mrs. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Thank you. My 
supplementary question to the Minister is, Is the Min-
ister acknowledging that he has no clue? 
 
[Laughter] 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Minister Burgess, do you wish 
to respond?  

Minister Burgess says he has no response. It 
was not a question; it was a comment. 

The Chair recognises the Representative from 
Constituency 2, St. George’s West, the Opposition 
Leader, Mr. Kim Swan. Minister Swan, you have the 
floor. 
 
Hon. Hubert (Kim) E. Swan: Yes, Madam Speaker. 
With regard to— 
 
The Deputy Speaker: And you do know that I am 
doing you a favour, because you did not indicate to 
the Chair prior that you had a question. 

 
QUESTION NO. 5 ON CURRENT WATER SITUA-

TION—FUTURE PLANS 
 
Hon. Hubert (Kim) E. Swan: Thank you, Madam 
Deputy Speaker. We appreciate and are obliged for 
that. 

The question relates to the three water trucker 
outlets, particularly the one in the East End facility, 
whether or not the private truckers are restricted to the 
amounts of loads that they can extract each day. 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Once the— 
 
The Deputy Speaker: The Chair . . . Wait a minute. 
The Chair . . . Thank you, Mr. Swan.  

The Chair recognises the Minister of Works 
and Engineering, the Honourable Derrick Burgess. 
Minister Burgess, we all know you know your name. 
For the record, I need to say it each time so that they 
know who is talking. You may continue. 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Once the water supply 
is finished, they go to another plant. There are no re-
strictions or rations on how many loads you can take. 
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The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Minister Burgess.  
That has finished the questions on the water 

from Minister Burgess.  
I did have indication of questions for the Pre-

mier on the visit to Russia. The Chair recognises the 
Representative for Constituency 22, Paget East, the 
Shadow Minister of Education, Dr. E. J. Gibbons. Dr. 
Gibbons, you have the floor. 
 

QUESTION NO. 1 ON VISIT TO RUSSIA 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Thank you, Madam 
Deputy Speaker.  

These questions are, as you have said, in re-
lation to the Honourable Premier’s statement on his 
visit to Russia. 

My first question is, Given the consistent 
growth of the aircraft register over a number of years, 
the obvious safety issues and the potential embar-
rassment to Bermuda with respect to airworthiness, 
why did Government allow the airworthiness staffing 
to get into a situation where, in the Minister’s words, 
the resources were “stretched,” and allow ICAO and 
the UK to criticise the staffing and put the registry in 
potential difficulty? 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Dr. Gibbons.  

The Chair recognises the Honourable Pre-
mier, Dr. E. F. Brown. Dr. Brown, you have the floor. 
 
Dr. the Hon. Ewart Frederick Brown: Thank you, 
Madam Speaker.  

Madam Speaker, those findings from ICAO 
and, subsequently, the UK came as a result of an au-
dit. And various registers have different levels of staff-
ing and different models of staffing. Sometimes, when 
you are operating like we operate, it is only an audit 
that can bring to the fore a particular deficiency, or 
shortage.  

We were operating fine. No one said that 
there was a problem. They indicated that they thought 
our rate of growth was so rapid that it required other 
people. And so, in order to preserve the register, we 
simply did that. We did not do it because . . . There 
are not a lot of Bermudians sitting around waiting to 
be called in as airworthiness surveyors. So, we went 
abroad and contracted people, and that satisfied the 
authorities.  

So, you know, I do not know what all of this is 
about. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Dr. Brown.  

The Chair recognises Dr. E. G. Gibbons, the 
Representative for Constituency 22, Paget East. Dr. 
Gibbons, you have the floor. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
 

Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Thank you, Madam 
Deputy Speaker.  

My supplementary is, When will the Honour-
able Member table the letter from the UK Department 
of Transport that he promised last week? 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Dr. Gibbons.  

The Chair recognises the Honourable Pre-
mier, the Minister of Tourism and Transport, and the 
Representative for Warwick South Central, Constitu-
ency 26.  

Dr. Brown, you have the floor. 
 
Dr. the Hon. Ewart Frederick Brown: Thank you, 
Madam Speaker.  

I last week said that I would table the letter. 
The letter that we received, Madam Speaker, actually 
came from the UK representative in Bermuda, the 
Governor. We do not have a direct piece of corre-
spondence from the Department of Transportation. 

But I would be more than willing to share the 
letter that we received from the Governor, if he does 
not have it already. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: So you might table that today? 
 
Dr. the Hon. Ewart Frederick Brown: I can table it 
within a matter of hours, minutes. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you very much.  

Dr. Gibbons, the Representative for Constitu-
ency 22, Paget East, Shadow Minister of Education.  
 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Thank you, Madam 
Deputy Speaker.  

Will the staffing changes, including the out-
sourcing the Honourable Member mentioned in his 
statement, bring us into compliance with the ICAO 
recommendations under the audit that was prepared? 
And when will that happen?  

Thank you, Madam Speaker. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you.  

The Minister in charge is the Honourable 
Premier, Dr. E. F. Brown, the Representative for War-
wick South Central, Constituency 26. You have the 
floor, Dr. Brown. 
 
Dr. the Hon. Ewart Frederick Brown: Thank you, 
Madam Speaker.  

The question implies that we are now in non-
compliance, and I will not accept that. We are in com-
pliance. But we are not at maximum staffing levels, 
and we are taking the steps to do that. 

I want the Honourable Member and every-
body in Bermuda to know that the Bermuda Aircraft 
Register is in good condition and doing the work that it 
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is supposed to do. I will be happy to share with this 
House the developments that end with a larger com-
plement of people working in the register. There is no 
secret about that. 

I am very proud of the register, and I will be 
happy to bring it here so that the Honourable Member 
can feel better. 
 

NOTICE OF WRITTEN RESPONSES TO QUES-
TIONS RELATING TO MAWI FAIRVIEW COURT 

RENOVATIONS 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Dr. Brown.  

That finishes the Question Period. We move 
on to . . . Sorry.  

Before we finish the Question Period, Minister 
Roban, the Minister of Health, has supplied written 
responses to questions from 1Mrs. L. A. Jackson, re-
lating to the MAWI Fairview Court renovations. Those 
have been supplied, the written responses. 
 

CONGRATULATORY AND/OR  
OBITUARY SPEECHES 

 
The Deputy Speaker: The Chair recognises Minister 
Zane De Silva, the Representative for Constituency 
30, Southampton East Central. Mr. De Silva, you have 
the floor. 
 
Hon Zane J. S. De Silva: Thank you, Madam 
Speaker.  

I rise today and ask this Honourable House to 
say congratulations to our Deputy Premier. 

The Honourable Deputy Paula Cox made sure 
that she signed Bermuda’s 21st Tax Information Ex-
change Agreement with Portugal. And another first is 
that it was done on Bermuda soil, Madam Speaker. 
And I will say yet another first was the presence of the 
Portuguese Secretary of State for Fiscal Affairs, Pro-
fessor Sérgio Vasques, who signed his first TIEA 
agreement . . . Very significant, Madam Deputy 
Speaker, and I think all [INAUDIBLE] hats off to our 
Deputy for reaching this milestone. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Minister De Silva.  

The Chair recognises Mr. K. Swan, the Oppo-
sition Leader, the Shadow Minister of Tourism, and 
the Representative for St. George’s West, Constitu-
ency 2. Minister Swan, you have the floor. 
 
Hon. Hubert (Kim) E. Swan: Good morning again, 
Madam Speaker.  

I rise to ask that a suitable letter of congratula-
tions be sent to new Prime Minister, Right Honourable 
David Cameron, who recently formed Her Majesty’s 
Government in the United Kingdom in coalition with 

                                                      
1 Also see statement at page 163 

his new Deputy Prime Minister, Mr. Nick Clegg of the 
Liberal Democrats. 

I know I speak on behalf of all of the Members 
of the United Bermuda Party, in particular our House 
Leader, Mr. Cole Simons, who makes many visits 
there and knows many of these persons personally. 

It’s a day which signalled change in the UK, 
Madam Speaker, and we would certainly like a suit-
able letter to be sent to the UK Government, indeed, 
to Number 10 Downing Street, the home of the new 
Prime Minister representing a coalition between the 
Conservatives and the Liberal Democrats. 

Thank you, Madam Acting Speaker. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Mr. Swan.  

The Chair recognises Mr. Wayne Perinchief, 
the Representative from Pembroke Central, Constitu-
ency 17. Mr. Perinchief, you have the floor. 
 
Hon. Wayne N. M. Perinchief: Yes, Madam Speaker.  

I wish to have the House send condolences to 
the family of Ms. Brenda Mabel Fray, who passed 
away recently, the beloved wife of Sidney Fray. They 
resided on St. John’s Road, a member of my constitu-
ency, and I wish that the House would send condo-
lences to the remaining family. 

I also rise on a happier note, Madam Speaker, 
to congratulate the Nurse of the Year, Lynn Jackson. 
Ms. Jackson got her award at a special ceremony at 
the Fairmount Hamilton Princess. She is the Child 
Health Coordinator for the Department of Health and 
also the Expanded Programme on Immunisation 
Manager (EPI) of Bermuda. The Pan American Health 
Organization requires each country to have an EPI 
manager. 

Now, she is also responsible for four sub-
programmes at the Department of Health, including 
Child Health Immunisation, Travel Health, and School 
Health. I especially wish to congratulate her because I 
worked for some years with her father, Laurence Har-
old Jackson (Laurie as he was formerly known), who 
has now left Bermuda and subsequently passed 
away. But I know that he would have been extremely 
proud of his daughter who entered health, Ms. Lynn 
Jackson, the Honouree Nurse of the Year.  

Thank you very much. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Mr. Perinchief.  

The Chair recognises Mrs. Patricia Gordon-
Pamplin, the Representative for Constituency 23, 
Paget West. Mrs. Gordon-Pamplin, you have the floor. 
 
Mrs. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Thank you, Ma-
dam Speaker.  

The Holdipp family experienced a tragedy in 
the shooting of Mr. Holdipp, from Hamilton Parish, 10 
days ago. I’m sorry—Mr. Holdipp was buried yester-
day. 
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[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Mrs. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Mrs. Holdipp’s 
husband, sorry, Mr. Lynch. I’m sorry. I will get it right. 
Mrs. Holdipp is actually a teacher in the Victor Scott 
School. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Yes. 
 
Mrs. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: And I was only 
made aware of that this morning when I had the occa-
sion to join with the rest of her team with our Rise 
Above Bermuda commitment. So, once again, the 
student body of Victor Scott has been exposed to a 
sad occasion for them. I had occasion with the P6s 
this morning —  
 
The Deputy Speaker: Who are you sending the con-
dolences to? 
 
Mrs. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: To Mrs. Holdipp. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Okay. 
 
Mrs. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: On the passing of 
her husband. But also, I would ask that the headmis-
tress of the Victor Scott School be sent a suitable let-
ter of condolences on the loss of one of her staff, as 
well as so that she can share— 
 
The Speaker: Which member of her staff? 
 
Mrs. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: The husband of 
one of her staff. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: He is not a teacher. 
 
Mrs. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: I know he is not a 
teacher. But the events — 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
The Deputy Speaker: No, it is just that Congrats is 
not a time for speeches. 
 
Mrs. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Yes. I agree with 
that. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: All right? 
 
Mrs. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: But it is important 
that the students — 
 
The Deputy Speaker: That is the motion to adjourn. 
You can do a wonderful thing in that. 
 
Mrs. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Yes, yes. It is im-
portant that the students, Madam Speaker, be recog-
nised — 

 
The Deputy Speaker: So you are sending condo-
lences to the students? 
 
Mrs. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Yes, on the loss of 
their teacher’s husband because they are going 
through tremendous difficulty, as I was able to deter-
mine firsthand this morning as I spent an hour with 
them.  

Thank you, Madam Deputy Speaker. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Mrs. Gordon-
Pamplin.  

The Chair recognises Mr. E. T. Bob Richards, 
the Representative for Devonshire East, Constituency 
11, the Shadow Minister of Finance. Mr. Richards, you 
have the floor. 
 
Mr. Everard T. (Bob) Richards: Thank you, Madam 
Speaker.  

I rise to ask the House to give condolences to 
the family of the late Mrs. Doris Peets. Mrs. Peets was 
a long-time resident of Devonshire and lived a full life 
associated with the Honourable Member, Mr. Per-
inchief, and my cousin, the Honourable Sir Walter 
Lister. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Mr. Everard T. (Bob) Richards: I think many people . 
. . and Mr. Swan, the Honourable Member, Sir 
Charles Swan. 

Mrs. Peets lived a very full life. She passed 
away at the age of 94, and she is being funeralised 
today, and we would like to have the House pass 
condolences to her family.  

Thank you. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you.  

The Chair recognises the Honourable Neletha 
Butterfield, the Minister of Culture and Social Rehabili-
tation, Representative from Pembroke West Central, 
Constituency 18. Minister Butterfield, you have the 
floor. 
 
Hon. D. Neletha I. Butterfield: Thank you, Madam 
Speaker.  

I would like to be associated with the condo-
lences sent to the late Brenda Fray. It was just during 
the celebrations at the Bermuda Musicians and Vari-
ety Artists Hall of Fame occasion that, when I was 
leaving, I waved to her husband and he said, “Oh, 
Brenda is right there.” So I was really shocked to hear 
of her passing, Madam Acting Speaker. 

I would like for congratulations to be sent to 
the Bermuda Equestrian Federation on the Caribbean 
Junior Jumping Competition that was held last week 
Saturday and Sunday. I was happy to attend. How-
ever, the attendance was not as great as we would 
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expect it to be, and I think that is something that all of 
Bermuda who can and will attend those competitions 
in the future . . . because our young people really are 
shining when it comes to horseback riding.  

And, with that, I would like to send congratula-
tions to Jahdayna Samuels for the outstanding work 
that she did, along with others that were there from 
Cayman, Jamaica, and Barbados.  

Thank you, Madam Speaker. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Minister.  

The Chair recognises Mr. Charles F. B. Swan, 
Representative for Southampton West Central, Con-
stituency 31. Mr. Swan, you have the floor. 
 
Mr. Charles F. B. Swan: Yes, just briefly. Thank you, 
Madam Deputy Speaker.  

I just wanted the House to send a letter of 
condolences to the family of Sarah Young, who 
passed away, a long-time resident of Somerset, a 
good old Somerset family, the entire family, her hus-
band, Peter [INAUDIBLE]. Alfie. And I just wanted the 
House to send condolences to the family.  

Thank you. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Mr. Swan.  

The Chair recognises the Honourable Walter 
Roban, the Minister of Health, and the Representative 
from Pembroke East, Constituency 15. Minister Ro-
ban, you have the floor. 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: Thank you, Madam Speaker. 
I would just like the house to recognise one of our 
outstanding nurses, Ms. Laura Lynn Jackson, who 
was just awarded the prestigious — 
 
The Deputy Speaker: You will associate yourself with 
Mr. Wayne Perinchief, who did that a few minutes 
ago. 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: Oh.  

Well, I did not know he said it, and I do asso-
ciate myself with his congratulations.  

Thank you. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Minister.  

The Chair recognises Mr. Dennis Lister, the 
Representative for Sandys North Central, Constitu-
ency 35. Mr. Lister, you have the floor. 
 
Hon. Walter M. Lister: Thank you, Madam Deputy 
Speaker.  

I am rising this morning to be associated with 
the remarks of condolences that were expressed just 
a few moments ago by Member Richardson in regard 
to the Peets family on the loss of whom I affection-
ately know as Granny Peets. Granny Peets was one 
of the senior members who always gave you a warm 

smile, warm and encouraging comments when you 
came in contact with her.  

She was a member of my church and her loss 
will truly be not only experienced by her personal fam-
ily, but the entire church family where we worshiped 
together. She will be funeralised this afternoon, but I 
would just like to say she was one who had lived a 
very long and meaningful life and her family will surely 
miss her passing.  

At this time, they can be uplifted knowing that 
she had a full life and was very spiritual in that life, 
Madam Deputy Speaker. And I would just like to be 
associated with the kind words of condolences that we 
will be sending to her family.  

Thank you. 
  
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Mr. Lister.  

The Chair recognises Mr. Cole Simons, the 
Representative for Smith’s South, Constituency 8, and 
the Shadow Minister of the Environment and Energy. 
Mr. Simons, you have the floor. 
 
Mr. Nelson H. Cole Simons: Thank you, Madam 
Deputy Speaker.  

First of all, I would like to associate myself 
with the condolences made in regard to Ms. Doris 
Peets and the congratulatory remarks made in regard 
to the Nurse of the Year and the recent event hosted 
by the Bermuda Equestrian Federation. 

Madam Deputy Speaker, I would like to send 
congratulatory remarks to another fine young Ber-
mudian by the name of Nicholas Chilvers. He was part 
of a Ridley team that won an excellence award at the 
2010 Vex Robotic World Championships held in 
Texas last month.  

Madam Deputy Speaker, this young man ba-
sically was in the top five of 2,600 entrants from 20 
countries around the world. He and his team did Ber-
muda proud, and their school is Ridley. 

I am just highlighting this young man’s talent 
because we hear so much negativity about our young 
Bermudian males. This is a great time to showcase 
that some young Bermudian males are doing exceed-
ingly well. In fact, his teacher at Ridley made these 
comments about him, and I quote: “I’ve taught for 20 
years, and I haven’t seen a kid like him. He’s got the 
ability to see how things work in the 3D aspect. He 
knows before he builds it that it will work. With every-
one else, it would be a trial-and-error process.” 

So this young Bermudian is talented, and we 
hope to see many things from him in the robotic world, 
going forward. So again, congratulations on his win-
ning this international competition. 

Madam Deputy Speaker, I would like to also 
send congratulatory remarks to the new Foreign Sec-
retary William Hague. Madam Deputy Speaker, I have 
met with him a number of times, and I want to tell you, 
he is probably the most articulate and wisest Member 
of Parliament in Westminster. 
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[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Mr. Nelson H. Cole Simons: Madam Deputy 
Speaker, at 35 years old, he was the Secretary of 
State of Wales, and he led the Opposition. And I can 
tell you for sure that he will probably be one of UK’s 
future prime ministers.  

The last time I met with him, we had a discus-
sion. He had just met with the Premier, and we had a 
discussion about the famed UIghur situation. And I 
want you to know that he was on top of that — 
 
The Deputy Speaker: This is congratulatory remarks, 
Mr. Simon. 
 
Mr. Nelson H. Cole Simons: Yes, I accept that, 
Madam Deputy Speaker— 
 
The Deputy Speaker: You are straying far off the 
topic, and I will pull you back. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Mr. Nelson H. Cole Simons: Well, I just wanted to — 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Unless you are sending con-
gratulations about that conversation, which I think is 
not appropriate— 
 
Mr. Nelson H. Cole Simons: No, I want to say con-
gratulations about the fact that he was aware of what 
was going on in Bermuda, and he was in tune, as 
Shadow Minister of Foreign Affairs, with what was 
going on, not only in the House, but also this coun-
try— 
 
The Deputy Speaker: And that is not his current posi-
tion. So you cannot be saying it. Move on. 
 
Mr. Nelson H. Cole Simons: But as I said, I would 
like to ensure that this House send congratulatory re-
marks to Mr. Hague, the new Foreign Secretary and 
First Secretary of State.  

And as I said earlier, this would be sent on 
behalf of all of the United Bermuda Party team. Thank 
you. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Mr. Simons.  

Does any other Honourable Member wish to 
speak to the matter of Congratulatory and/or Obituary 
Speeches?  

The Chair recognises the Deputy Premier and 
the Minister of Finance, the Honourable Paula A. Cox, 
the Representative from Devonshire North West, Con-
stituency 14. Minister Cox, you have the floor. 
 
Hon. Paula A. Cox: Thank you, Madam Deputy S-
peaker. 

 
The Deputy Speaker: Members, I do not need to be 
listening intently because of your loud talk across the 
floor. I wish to hear the Minister. 
 
Hon. Paula A. Cox: Madam Deputy Speaker, in fact, 
two comments.  

One, I would like to congratulate you for wear-
ing the mantle of Acting Speaker well. You certainly 
bring a dimension of style and substance, as usual, 
and it has certainly touched our hearts to hear your 
dulcet tones sitting in that post. 
 
[Laughter] 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Now, stop disarming the 
Speaker, Madam Deputy. 
 
Hon. Paula A. Cox: Oh my goodness. Oh my good-
ness. 
 
[Laughter] 
 
Hon. Paula A. Cox: Now, Madam Acting Speaker, on 
to . . . I associate all the females and wives, many in 
here, with these remarks. 

Now, I would also like to acknowledge and 
congratulate the Seventh-Day Adventist Devonshire 
Church, particularly Pastor Sampson [PHONETIC] . A 
number of Members and Ministers last Saturday, ob-
viously from the Government side as well as Members 
also representing the Opposition side . . . and in par-
ticular, I am talking about from the Government side, 
you had the Honourable Minister Burgess, I believe, 
and Minister Blakeney, as well as Minister Roban, MP 
Weeks. And from the Opposition side, you had the 
Honourable Opposition Leader and as MP, Mr. 
Charles Swan. 

We attended their Saturday Mother’s Day ser-
vice. And it was superb. They clearly are worried and 
toiled in the vineyard to try and make this community 
a better place. And it was certainly a privilege to be a 
part of the service. They also acknowledged and cele-
brated a number of their seniors and gave notice that 
on June 5th they will have Community Day service, but 
they certainly invite the wider community. 

I thought it was a very memorable Mother’s 
Day service, and certainly it was a pleasant way to 
spend the Sabbath with them. And I would like my 
congratulations, and associate those of my colleagues 
who attended, to be reflected, Madam Acting 
Speaker.  

Thank you. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Madam Deputy.  

Does any other Honourable Member wish to 
speak to the matter of Congratulatory and/or Obituary 
Speeches? 
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[No audible response] 
 
The Deputy Speaker: If not, the Acting Speaker has 
some words to add on this topic.  

Members, I draw your attention to the Letters 
to the Editor on Monday of this week entitled “Real 
Warmth was Shown.” And with your permission, I will 
quote from that: 

“Jon Brunson from Orbis arranged for Ser-
geant-at-Arms Albert Fox to give us a fascinating talk 
about the history of the Bermuda House of Assembly, 
and the boys learned a lot about their political system 
and the important time with our own UK election com-
ing up.” 

The letter was written by John Coakley, the 
Principal of the Yardley Court School in Tonbridge, 
United Kingdom. And Mr. Fox is deserving of our con-
gratulations today. 
 
[Desk thumping] 
 
The Deputy Speaker: I also wish Members to take 
this opportunity to send congratulations to a young 
Clearwater student who was honoured in a writing 
competition. Young Corey Outerbridge in the Royal 
Gazette Young Observer section, had been honoured 
in a top US newspaper competition. Mr. Outerbridge 
received an honourable mention in the First-Person 
Feature section of the Newspaper Association of 
America Foundation’s Youth Content Contest. His 
story, “Gardening Is Uplifting,” appeared in Young 
Observer on October the 22nd, and described the tri-
umphs and travails of square-foot gardening.  

That is an accomplishment of which that 
young man should be justly proud, and I think we 
should take note. 

And finally, Members, I have asked that we 
send congratulations to Benjamin Lusher. Members 
would be well aware of his musical talent. He has 
gone on to beat the competition, a senior at the Mas-
ters School in Dobbs Ferry, New York. He beat hun-
dreds of competitors to win two prestigious awards at 
the 33rd Downbeat Student Music Awards. And Mem-
bers will be aware that Downbeat is a music genre 
magazine. And the young man is holding high the 
name of Bermuda. 

Thank you for that indulgence, Members. We 
will now carry on. 
 

MATTERS OF PRIVILEGE 
 

The Deputy Speaker: There are none. 
 

PERSONAL EXPLANATIONS 
 

The Deputy Speaker: There are none. 
 

NOTICE OF MOTIONS FOR THE  
ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE  

ON MATTERS OF URGENT  
PUBLIC IMPORTANCE 

 
The Deputy Speaker: There are none. 
 

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS 
 

GOVERNMENT BILLS 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Introduction of Bills.  

Members, I will just issue a reminder before I 
recognise Minister Roban. You know that with the ac-
ceptance of our new Standing Orders, the First Read-
ing of public bills, government bills, does not take 
place as it used to. Once a Bill is received by the 
Clerk, she circulates the bill and the Member merely 
stands up to read the Bill into the House Minutes. It 
will be presented to the House after that. 

So I am going to recognise Mr. Walter Roban, 
the Minister of Health, who has a Bill to present. 

 
FIRST READING 

 
BERMUDA HOUSING AMENDMENT ACT 2010 

 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: Thank you, Madam Speaker.  

This Bill, the Bermuda Housing Amendment 
Act 2010, is to amend the Bermuda Housing Act of 
1980 so that the first Schedule correctly reflects that it 
is the Minister responsible for Housing who appoints 
an ex-officio Director to the Board.  

Thank you, Madam Speaker. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Minister.  

Are there any further First Readings? 
 
[No audible response] 
 
The Deputy Speaker: If not, we will move on. 
 

OPPOSITION BILLS 
 

The Deputy Speaker: There are none. 
 

PRIVATE MEMBERS’ BILLS 
 
The Deputy Speaker: There are none. 
 

NOTICES OF MOTIONS 
 
The Deputy Speaker: There are none. 
 

ORDERS OF THE DAY 
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The Deputy Speaker:  We are going to proceed with 
Order Number 1, the Second Reading of the Police 
and Criminal Evidence Amendment Act 2010. It is un-
der the heading of the Minister of Energy, Telecom-
munications, and E-Commerce and the Spokesperson 
for the Ministry of Justice. And that post is being held 
today by Minister Zane De Silva. Minister De Silva, 
you have the floor. 
 

SECOND READING 
 
POLICE AND CRIMINAL EVIDENCE AMENDMENT 

ACT 2010 
 
Hon Zane J. S. De Silva: Thank you, Madam Acting 
Speaker.  

I move that the Bill entitled the Police and 
Criminal Evidence Amendment Act 2010 be now read 
the second time. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Mr. De Silva. Did 
you wish to continue at this House stage with an ex-
planation prior to moving into Committee? 
 
Hon Zane J. S. De Silva: Yes, ma’am. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: You may do so. 
 
Hon Zane J. S. De Silva: Madam Deputy Speaker, I 
am pleased to have the opportunity to propose further 
amendments to the Police and Criminal Evidence Act 
2006, known as PACE, for consideration. The 
amendments contained in the Police and Criminal 
Evidence Amendment Bill 2010 form part of an ongo-
ing exercise to update the law which governs many 
important aspects of policing in Bermuda. PACE ad-
dresses the need for change and provides the police 
with new and varied powers to tackle crime in the 21st 
century. 

Madam Acting Speaker, PACE has substan-
tially reformed the manner in which the police carry 
out their duties. The legislation is modelled on its UK 
equivalent and reflects the specific requirements of 
the criminal justice system in Bermuda.  

Madam Acting Speaker, subsequent to the 
enactment of PACE in 2006, on August 14th, 2007, a 
host of amendments to enhance and clarify the appli-
cation of certain provisions of the PACE legislation 
were proposed. Therefore, a committee was estab-
lished by the Attorney General to review the proposals 
and recommended that amendments be made to 
PACE. 

The series of amendments which were en-
acted commencing in 2008 have added clarity and 
increased detail to the guidelines and rules that the 
police must adopt. 

In particular, the provisions include police 
powers to stop and search persons, to enter and 
search premises, to arrest and detain persons, and to 

charge them with offences. PACE also contains de-
tailed provisions regarding the questioning of suspects 
and makes new provision relating to documentary 
evidence in criminal proceedings. 

Madam Acting Speaker, the provisions of 
PACE are supplemented by Codes of Practice issued 
by the Minister of Justice which govern specific key 
areas of police procedure in order to support the re-
quirements of the Act. In particular, the Codes of 
Conduct regulate police powers and procedures in the 
investigation of crime and establish safeguards and 
protections for members of the public. The Codes also 
provide a statement of the rights of the individual and 
the powers of the police. 

Madam Acting Speaker, the Police and Crimi-
nal Evidence Amendment Bill 2010 contains further 
amendments proposed by the PACE Committee as 
part of the ongoing exercise. The Bill amends section 
29 of PACE and inserts new subsections under which 
a person arrested by a police officer at any [place] 
other than a police station must be released on bail if 
at any time before the arrested person reaches the 
police station a police officer is satisfied that there are 
no grounds for keeping him under arrest.  

Further, the Bill inserts a new section, 57A, 
which authorises an officer of at least the rank of in-
spector to authorise that an X-ray is taken or an ultra-
sound scan carried out on a person who has been 
arrested and detained, where the officer has reason-
able grounds for believing that the person may have 
swallowed a controlled drug and was in possession of 
it at the time of his arrest, with the necessary criminal 
intent. The Bill also contains other ancillary amend-
ments to PACE to clarify existing provisions. 

Madam Acting Speaker, whilst the PACE leg-
islation clearly assists the police in the performance of 
its responsibilities, it also provides important benefits 
to members of the public by enhancing police ac-
countability through transparency. The reform of 
PACE continues to afford us a critical opportunity to 
implement significant legislative changes to tackle the 
challenges presented in our criminal justice system.  

Finally, Madam Acting Speaker, the collabora-
tive approach which we endeavour to maintain with 
respect to the administration of justice is evidenced by 
the introduction of the Police and Criminal Evidence 
Amendment Bill 2010, which has been embraced by 
the Bermuda Police Service and the judiciary. And I 
would like to thank them, along with Mr. Mark Cramp-
ton, the defence bar, magistrates, and of course, the. 
AG's Chambers.  

Thank you, Madam Acting Speaker. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Minister De Silva.  

Does any other Member wish to speak to the 
Police and Criminal Evidence Amendment Act 2010?  

The Chair recognises the Honourable and 
Learned Trevor G. Moniz, the Deputy Opposition 
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Leader and the Representative for Smith’s West, 
Constituency 9. Mr. Moniz, you have the floor. 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Thank you, Madam Acting 
Speaker.  

Just to state as a preamble, we in the United 
Bermuda Party do support the PACE legislation, the 
Police and Criminal Evidence legislation, which codi-
fies the rights of arrested persons and also codifies 
the powers of the police. And the Honourable Member 
who speaks today on behalf of the Justice Minister 
and Attorney General was right in pointing out that this 
is a step forward. And we do not disagree with any of 
the items put forward today. It makes sense to codify. 

However, we in the Opposition have been 
frustrated. As all Members of the House will know and 
as all Members in Bermuda will know, we are facing 
an outbreak of gang violence and gun violence, cer-
tainly like we have never seen before. We have seen 
recently a riot on Front Street of some 40 people, with 
one individual having to have his spleen removed as a 
result of a stabbing. 

These are events . . . and the shootings, the 
murders . . . There are events like we have never 
seen before. And we are concerned. We are frus-
trated that we have not seen more evidence from 
Government of what measures are coming forward in 
legislation in order to deal with this terrible cycle of 
violence in this community. 

And we had hoped and expected that when 
we came back to the House we would see a plethora 
of statements with respect to public safety. And we, 
unfortunately, have not seen that. We have not seen 
the sort of leadership in the community that we had 
hoped to see, from the Government. It is a great 
shame. And I am sure at some point, some measures 
will come forward, and Government will then say, 
Well, you should not have criticized us, because we 
were doing something. 

But the public really needs some sense of 
confidence. They really need information. There is a 
big vacuum there. And of course, nature abhors a 
vacuum, and these gun-toting gangsters are running 
riot. And the police are doing their best, but we need 
new measures. We need to think outside the box and 
put new measures forward. 
 
Hon. Dale D. Butler: Such as? 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: So these measures—and that 
Honourable Member, Mr. Dale Butler, says, “Such 
as?” We have listed to Members, and I am sure he will 
leap to his feet and say what he thinks needs to be 
done.  

But today, just to address the measures that 
are in here, these measures . . . I am addressing the 
Codification with respect to . . . It codifies the way in 
which X-rays and ultrasounds can be done. I do not 
think it is the case that these could not be done be-

fore. But it is now the case that there is a codified way 
in which to do it. And much of what PACE deals with 
are codifications. 

They have addressed the ages in some 
cases, reducing the ages at which certain steps can 
be taken. Of note in here, one of the things that has 
been done is the removal of powers of justices of the 
peace to sign search warrants. And we have said be-
fore that there is a lot of pressure on the system. We 
understand why this is being done. It is being done so 
that, you know, again, it is clear and it is codified so 
that you go to magistrates to sign search warrants, 
magistrates or judges. But it does put a great deal of 
pressure on the judiciary and the magistracy in order 
to do this, because there is a much greater demand 
now. 

We know there was a raid yesterday or the 
day before where some four people were arrested at 
Mount Hill. The situations . . . There are going to be 
times when there are a lot of search warrants. It in-
creases the pressure on Judges and Magistrates, 
many times outside of their court time, outside of their 
regular working hours. It is often the case when peo-
ple are trying to get bail into very unsociable hours. It 
can be after midnight. It is often on weekends. And so 
what you are having in a lot of cases here is a small 
number of people having to bear a greater burden. 

And we know as well that, you know, it is all 
well to codify all of these things for PACE, but all of 
these PACE measures were meant to come into place 
when the new Hamilton Police Station was finished, 
which has in it the facilities to comply with the re-
quirements that PACE introduces. So it is difficult, in 
some cases, for the police to comply with the re-
quirements of PACE without being in that new build-
ing. 

And we know there were some . . . There 
have been delays in the finishing of the new building, 
such as . . . I think now we are looking forward to it not 
being finished until sometime perhaps in the middle of 
next year, 2011. And we really needed that building 
five years ago, not next year. There was a great delay 
on the building of that building, which is holding back 
the police in doing their job, as well as holding back 
the bringing into effect of many of the PACE require-
ments, or at least the ease with which the police can 
comply with the requirements put on them by this 
piece of legislation today and by the other pieces of 
PACE legislation. 

Some of these matters are best addressed in 
Committee. But, you know, it is good when the codifi-
cation makes sense, when it clearly sets out what 
rank an officer must possess in order to exercise cer-
tain powers. You know, in some cases you have to be 
an inspector or above, or a superintendent or above. 
So it gives clear lines of command. 

With respect to the first one, talking about 
someone being released without bail, if they are satis-
fied that there are no grounds for keeping him under 
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arrest, you would have thought that was the case in 
any case; that you would not arrest someone that you 
had no grounds for arresting. And if you had arrested 
someone that you had no grounds for arresting, if you 
then became aware you had no grounds for arresting 
him, I would have thought it goes without saying that 
they would then be released.  

It would seem to be something that scarcely 
needs to be said. And in this case, it is talking about, if 
you become aware of that before you reach the police 
station, you should release them without bail. Pre-
sumably, if you then reach the police station, you 
would still release them without bail if it was apparent 
that there were no grounds for keeping the person 
under arrest. 

But of course, again, there is the question of 
rank. And sometimes, the arresting officer might be a 
constable, and he might want to refer it to his station 
sergeant or an inspector who is on duty at the station. 
You might have a certain view, as a front-line police 
service officer, but you might defer it to your higher-up 
before a decision is made. 

So you want to make the police’s job easier 
rather than more difficult. And we know that there are 
a raft of measures that they are looking at. They are 
very keen to have them come forward. As you know, 
one of our Members has a measure on the order— 
 
The Deputy Speaker: You cannot speculate on mat-
ters that are not on the Order Paper.  
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: No, no, no, no.  

But the Honourable Member, Mr. Dale Butler 
said, “Such as?” And I would just say to Mr. Butler, 
Such as Item Number 7, the Court of Appeal Amend-
ment Act—which is on the Order Paper.  

Thank you, Madam Acting Speaker. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Mr. Moniz.  

Does any other Honourable Member wish to 
speak to the Police and Criminal Evidence Act 2010? 
The Chair recognises Mr. Mark Pettingill, Representa-
tive for Warwick West, Constituency 20. 
 
Mr. Mark Pettingill: Thank you, Madam Acting 
Speaker, I am obliged to you.  

We support these amendments, and I believe 
we must endeavour to support all of the provisions 
that are being brought forward that enhance the effi-
cient working of our Criminal Justice System, particu-
larly in current times. I have both in this House and 
publicly, as Members will be aware, called for a num-
ber of new measures and provisions with regard to the 
battle that we have on crime. I will continue to do so. 

One of those, by way of example, as I heard 
one of the Honourable Members calling for, was the 
improvement and the enhancement of technology with 
regard to law enforcement, such as video cameras to 
be placed into police cars. And I am saying this for the 

benefit of the Honourable Member, Dale Butler, who 
was asking questions— 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Mr. Pettingill? 
 
Mr. Mark Pettingill: Yes. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Is that your own correct seat? 
 
An Hon. Member: Oh, oh, oh. 
 
Mr. Mark Pettingill: Yes, it is, ma’am. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Mr. Furbert, are you in the cor-
rect seat? 
 
An Hon. Member: I think so. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Okay. I just consulted with the 
Clerk, and both of us have, I guess, an old paper. 
 
Mr. Mark Pettingill: I see on the paper as of today, 
Madam Deputy Speaker, it is. I was asked to move to 
this seat, and my name is here. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: I see. Well, continue. 
 
Mr. Mark Pettingill: Thank you. I will. I am grateful. 

I was confused for a second. I might be 
Wayne Furbert, but then I remembered who I am. 
 
[Laughter] 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Well, that happens. Continue. 
 
Mr. Mark Pettingill: Thank you. I am obliged, Madam 
Deputy Speaker.  

PACE has to be an ongoing work. There are 
going to be amendments that will come forward. The 
approach to crime changes by criminals; it is a grow-
ing animal, if you will. And in dealing with crime, the 
approach has to change. It has to be refined. We are 
going to run into problems, and one is going to expect 
to see amendments. 

Having said that, I am hopeful, with this ongo-
ing work on this document, that eventually we end up 
with a streamlined and concise as possible working 
Police and Criminal Evidence Act. I’ve called for some 
time . . . I think we need to bend the Criminal Code 
1907 and rewrite it and get a new one and consolidate 
our criminal laws as best we can. 

I say that, Madam Deputy Speaker, because it 
is a heck of a walk-through if one is a practitioner now 
in dealing with PACE and with various provisions in 
the Criminal Justice System. I would implore and en-
courage all police officers to be clearly and pellucidly 
aware of what their duties are under this legislation. 
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I had a concern raised the other day with re-
gard to searches, where a police officer was conduct-
ing a personal search and they were outside of their 
rank provision with regard to being able to conduct 
such a search. They thought that the Act allowed for 
them to conduct a particular type of search, but the 
Act made specific provision that such a search had to 
be conducted by someone of the rank of inspector. 

So, the police have to be, and they invite them 
to be, and prosecutors have to be very, very diligent in 
ensuring that all branches of the law—police, prosecu-
tors, judges, with great respect, defence counsel—are 
aware of the particular provision.  

And I just ask the Honourable Member, the 
Honourable Mr. De Silva, with regard to provision for a 
person being released on the way to a police station. 
It is very important that that be an officer of any rank 
because, as the Honourable and Learned Member 
and Deputy Leader of the Opposition has pointed out, 
that type of provision is clearly embraced by our Con-
stitution and clearly embraced by the age-old provi-
sions of habeas corpus and of the detention of indi-
viduals when there is no right to hold them. So really, 
we are adding something that is just ingrained within 
our law with regard to false imprisonment and false 
arrest, which is what that would amount to. A person, I 
would say, should not be just released. They need to 
be taken back home and dropped off with an apology, 
if that is what happens. 

So we need to be very careful about what the 
provisions direct and what they allow for. 

I join with my Honourable and Learned friend 
in the Opposition, Mr. Moniz, with regard to the com-
ment on search warrants. Madam Deputy Speaker, 
even as a defence counsel . . . And I sit as a legislator 
in this place, but, you know, I do not wear one hat as 
opposed to the other. I am still a citizen; I am still a 
legislator. I am very, very keen on ensuring that we 
have this fight on crime. Not everybody gets that, and 
I know even the Chairman of the United Bermuda 
Party had made some public comments on FaceBook 
about me being a defence lawyer on the wrong side, 
and so on and so forth. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Mr. Mark Pettingill: I know. But I would not be sur-
prised because there is an intellectual exercise to un-
derstand how you can fulfil a role as defence counsel 
and also fulfil other roles. 

The fact of the matter is, we have to have . . . 
And in England, this is the interesting thing. Barristers 
in England, Madam Deputy Speaker, fulfil all roles. I 
might prosecute this week, I might defend next week. I 
might be sitting as a judge in a month. And indeed, I 
personally have done all those things in this jurisdic-
tion. But that is the nature of the law, that one takes 
the case that they are dealing with. I am just making 
that very clear as to why we have to have the balance. 

So when it comes to the section on search 
warrants—and I do not know if I have had this conver-
sation with the Learned— 
 
The Deputy Speaker: And you can get into detail in 
the Committee stage. 
 
Mr. Mark Pettingill: Yes. When it comes to the provi-
sion for search warrants, I join with my Honourable 
and Learned friend in that I have had some concerns 
about that. I used to be one of the individuals that 
used to issue search warrants. I had the police come 
to my office, come to my house at 6 o’clock in the 
morning, sat in the kitchen and basically had a hear-
ing on whether the justification was there for a search 
warrant. And on one occasion, I sent them away and 
said they had not got it right. Come back, which they 
did. And that is the way it should be. 

Now, not everybody can do that. But in this 
day and age, it is onerous for that list to be shortened 
just to magistrates and judges. And what I will re-
spectfully suggest in order to get this working well is 
that the list with regard to justices of the peace and 
the issue of search warrants be expanded to a spe-
cific list to include, perhaps, a number of justices of 
the peace, such as myself, such as Mr. Moniz, who 
are JPs and who are learned in the law, to also be 
able to issue search warrants if the police call on 
them.  

Even on the defence counsel—if police come 
with a justified search warrant, I will be the first to is-
sue it. And of course, then, I am conflicted from deal-
ing with that case. 

But it would be, I think . . . My Honourable and 
Learned friend raises a very good point that it may be 
clogging to the system just to have it that short. It cer-
tainly is not going to cause any difficulty to have an 
expanded list to include justices of the peace who are 
learned in the law. I entirely agree. And I had con-
cerns before about justices of the peace who were not 
learned in the law in issuing warrants, because they 
would not know necessarily what to look for and what 
to spot, and they tended just to sign off on them; 
whereas people who are lawyers or barristers who are 
learned in it are inclined not to do that and would look 
through the document very carefully. 

So my suggestion is going to be—and I do not 
know if we wish to put the amendment forward—is 
that that list of JPs should be extended to include a 
list, as deemed by the Minister of Justice, of specific 
individuals that may also issue search warrants. And I 
say this on the basis, Madam Deputy Speaker, that on 
many occasions I have people call me up with regard 
to young people, older people, who have been ar-
rested on bench warrants, some of them erroneously 
issued, in wrong names. They are arrested on a 
bench warrant, and they are detained. And the only 
way that they can be released from custody is if you 
are able to contact a magistrate or a judge and say, 
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So-and-so has been arrested. Their warrant is back 
for bail. Could you give the order to the police to re-
lease them? 

I can assure you, Madam Deputy Speaker, it 
is not always an easy task or one that you would nec-
essarily want to fulfil at 2 o’clock on a Saturday morn-
ing, to call and get hold of a magistrate or a judge, 
where a person is arrested in such circumstances. My 
point is that it is a limited list of people. There would 
only be on that list at any one time perhaps eight or 
nine individuals that can be called. And not all of those 
numbers are available. One certainly never goes and 
calls a Supreme Court Justice for an individual to be 
released on a traffic warrant. One calls a magistrate. 
And even then, you know, they have their weekends 
and their time and so on. 

It is usually on the weekends, Madam Deputy 
Speaker. They are not always easy to get, and some-
times you do not. Sometimes you have to leave a 
message. 

I submit that, for the effective running of the 
justice system that we are trying to get right, that this 
particular list on search warrants be expanded. And it 
may be that we want to consider jointly putting forward 
that amendment in some form. And I will speak with 
the Learned Attorney General and with my Learned 
colleague, Mr. Moniz, to see perhaps how we can ex-
pand on that list to ensure that effective running. 

So that is a concern I raise, and I think it 
would really enhance this legislation in that particular 
form. But as I say, as far as the rest of it goes, these 
are important provisions. They do make it a little bit 
more convoluted with regard to what has to be done. 
So everybody has to ensure all of the players—the 
police, senior-ranking police officers, the magistrates, 
defence counsel—everybody has to be ensured that 
they all are fully researched in relation to these provi-
sions and the changes that occur in the provisions. 

As we see problems, as they arise, parochial 
problems as they arise . . . Because we know it is 
modelled on what happened in England, but they are 
going to be different here. It is a different place. We 
have different laws. We have a Constitution, which is 
fixed. They do not have that in England. We have a 
Criminal Code. They do not have that in England in 
the same form. So our laws function differently, so 
PACE is not going to be entirely working on foot with 
the legislation in England.  

We have, I know, kind of mirrored it, which 
makes sense. A lot of time has been spent on it. Many 
people have commented. I myself have had com-
ments with regard to this legislation. It is going to 
change and grow. It is a continuing work. So all of the 
players must ensure, particularly the police, that they 
are aware as to what the rules of the game are, for the 
benefit of all. That is how we find the correct balance.  

Those are my comments. Thank you, Madam 
Deputy Speaker. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS BY THE SPEAKER 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Mr. Pettingill. Be-
fore I recognise Mr. Wayne Perinchief, Members, with 
your indulgence, I have a few announcements to 
make.  

First of all, I wish to recognise in our Gallery a 
visitor to Bermuda who has given lectures on behalf of 
the Ministry of Culture and Social Rehabilitation and 
was here with Members of the Department of Com-
munity and Cultural Affairs. And perhaps, Members, 
you will turn and acknowledge Mr. Kendel Hippolyte, 
the Writer in Residence for the year 2010–2011. 
 
[Applause] 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Perhaps he will be inspired by 
your work to write some new poetry or something. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you.  

I also wish, Members . . . You may have no-
ticed some activity in this corner behind me. We have 
had a technician coming in and out, and I wish you to 
welcome back our summer student, Ms. Shawnette 
Brangman, who has agreed—and this is on a volun-
teer basis at the moment—to help with the annotation 
process for our Hansard. And she will be graduating 
from Queen’s University in Canada on June the 4th. 
 
[Desk thumping] 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Finally, Members, you may 
have noted that the door to the porch is open. And it is 
not because we have suddenly become casual be-
cause it is Heritage Month, but it is because the air 
conditioner is off. And in order to get some fresh air, 
we have had to open that door. Please be assured 
that the other entrances to there are locked. 

Mr. Perinchief, the Representative for Con-
stituency 17, Pembroke Central, has the floor. 
 
Hon. Wayne N. M. Perinchief: Yes. Thank you very 
much, Madam Acting Speaker.  

Madam Acting Speaker, on these amend-
ments to PACE, I wish to make my contribution in the 
respect that I was a serving officer for some 30 years 
and actually worked with the Criminal Code.  

At the beginning of what was the implementa-
tion of PACE, the Police and Criminal Evidence Act, 
as we see it and as we try to implement it, has had a 
long and tortuous development. And it actually seeks 
to replace—and it is still a work in progress—the old 
judges’ rules, which actually set out the parameters by 
which such warrants could be made, warrants could 
be executed, and the conduct of the police, and to a 
great degree, prosecutions. 
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Prior to the enactment of PACE, judges’ rules 
operated on the law of precedent. And quite secretly, 
from time to time, the rules would change and be 
flexible. The law, certainly on such ones, et cetera, 
was not so codified as it is now. And I believe that 
PACE did come about as a direct result of the prob-
lems that the UK Government had in dealing with the 
Irish problem, the IRA. Many of the terrorists were 
arrested and the British police, in their effort and their 
diligent and sometimes over-zealous efforts to bring 
about convictions, quite often bent the rules of evi-
dence. 

And I say that with no reservation, Madam 
Deputy Speaker. This is factual. And in actual fact, 
several police officers were actually tried for fitting up 
IRA suspects. And many of them were acquitted as a 
result of that. 

So in Bermuda’s efforts to emulate PACE as it 
is implemented in the UK, we must be mindful of the 
differences. And the Honourable Learned Member 
Pettingill, who just took his seat, hit on one. The fact 
that the United Kingdom does not have a written con-
stitution, that many of their laws are not so codified . . 
. They are trying to codify them in PACE. And there 
comes the problem. 

Bermuda does have, in fact, a written Consti-
tution, which is very clear, very cogent. And as such, 
that codification does guide and direct how policemen 
and prosecutors must conduct their cases. 

In this specific instance, as we see PACE be-
ing amended to specify the means by which people 
may have invasive searches done, and we can get 
down to the details once we go into Committee, that is 
fairly straightforward and logical. There were also 
problems with how one could take specimens of se-
men, blood or other material evidence from a suspect. 
And in this instance, we see that we have codified it 
so that an inspector may make those relevant orders 
to have somebody have these tests done. 

But, Madam Acting Speaker, in my caveats I 
must say this: The police already have many impedi-
ments to easy investigations and powers of arrest. I 
believe, personally, as a former practicing policeman, 
that PACE is becoming too much of an impediment to 
the literal or actual practice of policing. Now, this may 
be at variance to what defence counsel may actually 
recommend or wish. However, in tying the hands of 
the police, we may very well end up with miscarriages 
of justice and tip the balance too far towards criminals. 

Add to that the relative lack of experience of 
some of our police officers, albeit many who may 
come from overseas and have practised in other juris-
dictions being drafted into the police, still does not 
replace the continuity of experience that a seasoned 
Bermudian police officer would have. And these peo-
ple are hard to find nowadays, Madam Acting 
Speaker. 

Our police service is young—not relatively 
young, very young. The ages range from 18. I believe, 

if you look at the average age, perhaps you would 
probably be hard pressed to find one of age 30, or 
with service exceeding 10 years. So in our zealous-
ness to, if you like, be seen to be just, we may actually 
be tipping the scales in the implementation of justice 
and the achieving of the correct arrests and prohibi-
tions of criminals and crime. 

So I do caution this House that PACE and its 
implementation may be problematic in this respect. 
And I do this in deference to the Attorney General and 
the Department of Justice in their efforts to be fair. But 
practicality has to step in. 

I also wish to address the situation of the re-
traction and removal of the ability of a justice of the 
peace, a layperson, to authorise the swearing of 
search warrants, et cetera. And again, the Honourable 
and Learned Mr. Pettingill touched on this matter, and 
he recommended that perhaps the ability to issue a 
search warrant be not limited to magistrates and 
judges, but extended to certain counsel, learned 
members of the bar, who could do the same thing.  

That particular exercise, Madam Acting 
Speaker, may itself be fraught with danger, inasmuch 
as it should be an all-or-nothing-at-all exercise. 
Should the ability to issue search warrants be ex-
tended to those members of the bar, then they should 
be extended to all members of the bar, Madam Acting 
Speaker, in the interest of fairness.  

Should we cherry-pick or hand-pick certain 
members for this, I would say, worthy service? They 
do not get paid for this service to the justice system. 
Then I would recommend that it be extended to all, 
rather than be limited to a select few. And I would not 
impugn nor imply that the legal fraternity would act in 
any way other than appropriately in the instance 
where they have to issue a search warrant, and would 
recuse themselves from a particular matter should 
they identify one of their clients. 

I have touched on, perhaps, a problem that 
could occur in extending this to the bar. Certainly, de-
fence counsel—and we have seen them recently—
may have been convicted themselves, Madam Acting 
Speaker. And certainly, if they have been representing 
certain defendants, then they would have an interest 
in the matter. And should a particular warrant be 
needed to be executed, then they may very well have 
the ability to tip off that client and, of course, the inter-
ests of justice would not be served.  

So, I have made a secular argument, per-
haps, for not extending the ability of lawyers or mem-
bers of the bar to issue search warrants. 

Madam Acting Speaker, on the issue of 
search warrants, the common practice has been, up 
to this time, that all justices of the peace could issue 
search warrants up to this time. And in actual fact, I 
myself at one time did knock on a certain JP’s door at 
5 o’clock in the morning, or even earlier, and say, I am 
in recent and hot pursuit of a particular accused per-
son. And I would wish to search that person’s resi-
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dence. And after proper explanation, or at least that 
would satisfy the JP, the warrant was issued and the 
search was conducted. 

To my knowledge, Madam Acting Speaker, 
the system in the main was not abused. Having said 
that, I do know that there were efforts by certain un-
scrupulous police investigators to actually subvert that 
process and be less than honest, inasmuch as they 
would have gotten signatures on a warrant which 
didn’t have the relevant details, and then fill in the de-
tails. That was completely nefarious and certainly 
should not be entertained. But, they were the excep-
tions, Madam Acting Speaker. 

However, in giving the Department of Justice 
credence and the Attorney General credence, in limit-
ing it to magistrates, perhaps to expedite or to assist 
in this matter, certain magistrates could perhaps be 
called duty magistrates for a certain period of time, or 
district, and then justice would not be impeded by po-
licemen not being able to get warrants. 

And I am certain that the Minister of Justice 
can come up with various permutations whereby a 
certain number of magistrates could be available. Or, 
in actual fact, perhaps members of the bar could be 
actually sworn for a certain period. We know they can 
be sworn to be magistrates. They could be sworn to 
serve officially in this capacity. 

So I realise and recognise that the problem is 
not insurmountable in that the police would not, at 
some hour of the morning, have to be impeded from 
conducting their investigations. 

Madam Acting Speaker, I would bring to an 
end my contribution to this particular debate. But per-
haps later on, when we are in Committee, I may actu-
ally add further fuel to the fire, or certainly some more 
elucidation to this very, very serious subject, because 
we recognise right now that our policemen are in a 
position where they are severely tested by the certain 
proliferation of criminal activity. And I certainly do not 
envy them. I wish to applaud them, actually, because 
these are very perilous times and troubling times for 
them. 

I would say, we in this House, who administer 
the law and actually are passing laws, are really cog-
nisant of the difficult task that the police have already. 
And in trying to make them dot i’s and cross t’s, we 
may very well hobble—hobble the police to a degree 
where they cannot actually, in a very expeditious way, 
perform their duties. 

Thank you, Madam Acting Speaker. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Mr. Perinchief.  

Does any other Honourable Member wish to 
speak to the Police and Criminal Evidence Amend-
ment Act 2010?  

The Chair recognises the Deputy Premier 
Minister of Finance, the Honourable and Learned 
Paula A. Cox, the Representative for Devonshire 
North West, Constituency 14. 

 
Hon. Paula A. Cox: Thank you, Madam Acting 
Speaker.  

Madam Acting Speaker, I am going to be rela-
tively brief, but I do want to support the Minister who is 
holding, Minister Zane De Silva, and I certainly want 
to endorse in part many of the sentiments expressed 
by my Honourable colleague, Mr. Perinchief, because 
he speaks not just from experience and expertise, but 
you can also hear the—I suppose the thoughtfulness 
in his presentation. 

I think what I would like to say is the fact that 
one has to acknowledge that the social fabric and the 
community fabric is haemorrhaging. And I think that 
when you have a period of instability, the rules and 
the importance of the rule of law are even of greater 
paramount importance. And to that end, Madam Act-
ing Speaker, I think this Bill, this amending piece of 
legislation, is helpful. It is one more, I suppose, string 
in the ball of legislation. And I think it also is a clarion 
call and a reminder that legislation is not intended or 
meant to be cast in stone; and that as circumstances 
change and as there is a need for amendment, we 
must come swiftly with them. 

I think that, particularly at a time when the po-
lice may feel vulnerable, they are on the front line in 
dealing with some circumstances that have not hith-
erto been the norm for Bermuda. I think that when 
they are having to deal with so much change and also 
putting themselves at peril and risk, it is very important 
that, as legislators and policymakers, we try and fill in 
the dots even more clearly so that the parameters are 
defined. That is the value of this legislation. It is not a 
long piece of legislation. It is about three pages. But it 
is indicating what the operating rules and the rules of 
engagement are.  

The Honourable Minister who will be carrying 
this will, in Committee, indicate some of the specific 
provisions, which I certainly am not able to go into 
while we are still in the House. But it is certainly set-
ting out very clearly the terms of reference for action 
for the police, when they believe that there are no 
grounds for arresting someone. It also is setting out 
the rules of engagement in terms of x-raying where 
there has been some ingestion. And I think that that, 
Madam Acting Speaker, is useful, particularly because 
we are dealing with a situation which is fluid, and it 
has been subject to more change than we would like. 

So as we support rule of law, and law and or-
der, and justice—and I certainly acknowledge the 
presence of the Honourable and Learned Attorney 
General and her Permanent Secretary—I think that 
this is certainly a Bill that is going to be helpful in con-
tinuing, Madam Acting Speaker, to improve our raft of 
legislation on those matters that pertain to justice and 
the maintenance of law and good order. Thank you. 
 
[Acting Speaker in the Chair] 
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The Acting Speaker: Thank you very much, Madam 
Deputy [Premier].  

Does any other Member wish to speak to the 
Police and Criminal Evidence Act Amendment Bill? 

At this point, I will refer to the Honourable 
Zane De Silva, who is presenting this Bill on behalf of 
the Minister of Justice.  

Carry on, Mr. De Silva. 
 
Hon Zane J. S. De Silva: Thank you, Mr. Acting 
Speaker.  

I would just like to mention a few points before 
I move to Committee, Mr. Acting Speaker.  

It is good to see that we have all-around sup-
port from all sides of the House and both Opposition 
parties. I would just like to mention that, you know, 
there was talk of us as a Government not doing 
enough and not bringing enough forward to the House 
to curb some of the violent activities that we currently 
are witnessing. 

But we have done quite a bit, Mr. Acting 
Speaker. You know, we have a huge amount of police 
presence on the ground than we have ever had in 
Bermuda. The Attorney General, as you know, has 
put on the trial-and-error one of the new ankle brace-
lets— 
 
An Hon. Member: Ankle monitors. 
 
Hon Zane J. S. De Silva: —ankle monitors that we 
hope to implement very soon.  

We have the tasers that we have introduced. 
We have had additional help as far as our forensic 
evidence being sent away and brought back on a lot 
quicker timeframe than what we have had in the past. 

Our relationships with the New York police, 
the FBI—and we have had consultations with our 
cousins in the UK. There was talk about our new 
building and the time it took to get . . . You know, the 
new building is there for everyone to see. It is happen-
ing. Sometimes, things take a little bit longer than one 
might expect, but it is happening, Mr. Acting Speaker. 
These are all positive things that will help us in dealing 
with some of these challenges that we face at this 
time. 

Just to touch on the JPs. Members on the 
other side may have forgotten that last year, 2009, we 
actually passed a law where JPs will no longer be 
able to sign warrants. So the talk today about having 
JPs added to the list, after we all passed that law last 
year, is very redundant, Mr. Speaker. Folks must re-
member what laws we do pass in this Honourable 
House. 

With that, Mr. Acting Speaker, I would cer-
tainly wish to move that the Bill be committed. 
 
The Acting Speaker: Yes. Thank you very much, Mr. 
Zane.  

At this time, the House will move into Commit-
tee, and I will call upon the Honourable Wayne Fur-
bert to take the Chair as the House moves into Com-
mittee. 
 

House in Committee at 12:09 pm 
 

[Hon. Wayne L. Furbert, Chairman]  
 

COMMITTEE ON BILL 
 
POLICE AND CRIMINAL EVIDENCE AMENDMENT 

ACT 2010 
 
The Chairman:. The House is in Committee. I would 
like to call on the Acting Minister of Justice to come 
forward. The House recognises the Honourable Minis-
ter, Mr. Zane De Silva. Mr. De Silva, you have the 
floor. 
 
Hon Zane J. S. De Silva: Thank you, Mr. Chairman.  

Mr. Chairman, I would like to move clauses 1 
through 8 as printed. 
 
The Chairman: Move 1 to 8. Mr. De Silva? 
 
Hon Zane J. S. De Silva: Yes, yes, 1 through 8.  

Clause 1 is the short title.  
Clause 2 amends section 29 of the principal 

Act to make it a requirement that a person arrested by 
a police officer at any place other than a police station 
must be released without bail if, at any time before the 
person arrested reaches a police station, a police offi-
cer is satisfied that there are no grounds for keeping 
the arrested person under arrest.  

This provision would be used, for instance, 
when a person was lawfully arrested at the time of 
arrest, but subsequent information indicates that the 
arrested person is no longer considered a suspect. 

Clause 3 amends section 41(4) of the princi-
pal Act to avoid a conflict of custody decision between 
a custody sergeant and an officer of a higher rank, 
who may be the inspector in charge of a police station 
trying to overrule the custody sergeant. 

Clause 4 amends section 57(1)(b) of the prin-
cipal Act to make an editorial change to that section. 

Clause 5 inserts a new section, 57A, into the 
principal Act. The new section 57A authorises an offi-
cer of the rank of inspector and above to formally re-
quire an arrested person to take an X-ray or an ultra-
sound scan, or both, where he has reasonable 
grounds to believe that an arrested person may have 
swallowed a controlled drug and was in possession of 
it with the appropriate criminal intent before his arrest. 

Clause 6 amends section 72(1) of the princi-
pal Act in the definition of “appropriate consent,” to 
make changes to the existing ages. These changes 
are necessary to make them conform to other refer-
ences to age in the principal Act and the PACE codes. 
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Clause 7 makes consequential amendments 
to the Criminal Code Act, 1907, to remove the power 
of justices of the peace to issue warrants of arrest un-
der sections 235(3) and 236 of the Act. 

Clause 8 gives power to the Minister to bring 
the Act into operation. 
 
The Chairman: Clauses 1 to 8 have been moved.  

Would any Member like to speak to clauses 1 
to 8?  

I recognise the Honourable Member Mr. 
Trevor Moniz, Shadow Attorney General and Shadow 
Minister, Justice. Mr. Moniz, you have the floor. 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Thank you, thank you, thank 
you, Mr. Chairman.  

As you said before, you know, there are a 
number of issues here. I think even the Honourable 
Member on the Government side, Wayne Perinchief, 
made notes of how tough the police job is to do and 
how we need to be helping them. We do not need to 
be setting up hurdles in their way in terms of bureauc-
racy or administratively, to their job, which, obviously, 
you know . . . Public safety is a big issue now, much 
bigger than it has ever been before. And there are 
issues here as to whether or not people feel safe in 
their homes. 

In terms of the section on bail, you know, it 
tells you when a person needs to be released. And we 
do have the substantive Minister in the Speaker’s Gal-
lery today, the Minister of Justice. The situation con-
cerns us. The situation such as, recently, we had 
someone who had been arrested for a serious drug 
offence who absconded while on police bail, one Ja-
mal Blakeney. Now, does this section give any power 
to deal with people who abscond from police bail and 
flee overseas while under police bail?  

What actions does PACE give for police to 
take action against persons of that sort? That is one of 
the questions I have on the bail issue. How is that go-
ing to make the police job easier? And how is PACE 
going to help there? 

With respect to the justices of the peace sec-
tion, you know, they talked about the suggestions be-
ing redundant and received support from the BDA 
Member, the Honourable Mark Pettingill, who sup-
ported members of the bar who were JPs being able, 
when necessary in order to assist, and particularly as, 
you know, some members of the bar who practise in 
the area are sworn in as magistrates . . . They have 
sworn the oath, which does not expire. Once you have 
sworn the oath, as I did many years ago, you are still 
bound by that oath. I was sworn in by the Chief Jus-
tice, as each member is. So there should be some 
recognition there. 

Now, the Honourable Member Wayne Per-
inchief from the Government side said, Well, members 
of the bar are not necessarily reliable. Some have 
been arrested and convicted of drugs offences, et 

cetera. Some of them are defence attorneys. And all 
of that is true. You know, you obviously have to rely 
upon people to exercise their judgment in who is a 
suitable person to sign a search warrant. But obvi-
ously, there is some risk of people who do not have 
any understanding of the law. I myself would have no 
objection to that Honourable Member, Mr. Wayne Per-
inchief, with his years of experience in police work, 
from looking at search warrants. He would certainly be 
as familiar as, and no doubt more familiar than, most 
attorneys would be with the requirements for search 
warrants. 

But all they are trying to do is to render assis-
tance in this time of great need. And those Members 
pointed out that it was taken away last year. But at 
that time, the suggestion was made, the olive branch 
to help and to cooperate was held out at that time. It is 
being held out again at this time, not only by me in the 
United Bermuda Party, by us, but also by the BDA, 
and I think also by the Member, Wayne Perinchief, 
who seemed to be suggesting that that is still a viable 
option. 

I think that the . . . My information—this is 
clause 7 . . . The information is that the Honourable 
Attorney General is taking it under advisement, which 
is sufficient for us. We have trust in that Honourable 
Minister to be aware that there are people out there 
who are offering to help, without pay, in this time of 
need, to help Public Safety and Law Enforcement. 

Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
 
The Chairman: Would any other Member like to 
speak to clauses 1 to 8, Police and Criminal Evidence 
Amendment Act 2010?  

I do recognise the Honourable Member, Mr. 
Cole Simons, JP, House Leader, Opposition Whip, 
Shadow Minister of Environment and Energy.  

Mr. Simons, you have the floor. 
 
Mr. Nelson H. Cole Simons: Thank you, Mr. Chair-
man.  

Mine are strictly questions. As you know, I am 
not a lawyer, but I am trying to translate this legislation 
for the common man. 
 
An Hon. Member: If you are not a lawyer, do not 
translate it. 
 
Mr. Nelson H. Cole Simons: I would like to refer the 
Minister to [clause] 2, 6D. And it says, “The police offi-
cer shall make the record as soon as is practicable 
after the release.” 

So what happens is, if we arrest someone and 
before they get to the police station— 
 
The Chairman: Clause what? 
 
Mr. Nelson H. Cole Simons: Clause [2] 6D.  
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The Chairman: Okay. Go ahead. 
 
Mr. Nelson H. Cole Simons: So we arrest someone, 
but before that person who was arrested is taken to 
the police station, there is evidence to show that they 
could not support the arrest. And so they release him. 
But the police are still charged with making a report on 
the fact that this person was arrested and released. 

My question is, Who sees the report? Who 
sees this police report? What details are recorded in 
the police report? And are the details in the police re-
port prescribed by any regulations or legislation? That 
is my first question. 

My second set of questions revolves around 
item number 3. And if you go to clause 3 of the Ex-
planatory Memorandum, it says, “Clause 3 amends 
41(4) of the principal Act to avoid a conflict of custody 
decisions between a custody sergeant and an officer 
of a higher rank, who may be the inspector in charge 
of a police station trying to overrule the custody ser-
geant.” 

Are we saying, Mr. Minister, that the inspector 
or higher-ranking officer, through this legislation, will 
not have the ability to overrule the decisions made by 
the custody sergeant? And if that is the case, how do 
we intend to monitor that? Because, I mean, that is 
basically impractical, in that you have a sergeant 
overseeing the custody services within the police de-
partment, and his commissioner comes in and says, 
You’ve made a wrong decision. And as a conse-
quence, you must amend your decision or release the 
prisoner. Can you clarify that that is the case, that the 
inspector has the ability to overrule or he doesn’t have 
the ability to overrule? 

My last question has to do with consents. And 
I refer you to [clause] 5, [section] 57A(2). It says, “An 
X-ray must not be taken of a person and an ultra-
sound scan must not be carried out on him unless the 
appropriate consent has been given in writing.” My 
question here is, In the event that a minor is involved, 
who will give the consent in writing for the X-rays and 
the ultrasound? In what form will the consent take? 
And is this, again, prescribed by regulations and law? 

Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
 
The Chairman: Would any other Member like to 
speak to clauses 1 to 8? 
 
[No audible response] 
 
The Chairman: No Minister? 
 
[No audible response] 
 
The Chairman: Acting Minister, you have the floor. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Thank you, Mr. Chairman.  

Mr. Chairman, we have been asked some 
questions of which, to me, seem hypothetical. So, on 
that basis, I would move to the Preamble. 
 
Mr. Nelson H. Cole Simons: Mr. Chairman, those 
were valid questions, and I think that the country de-
serves to have an answer to these questions. Thank 
you. 
 
The Chairman: The Minister would like to respond to 
any questions? 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Yes, Mr. Chairman.  

With regard to the question on consent for a 
minor, X-ray, in the Act we will need the adult’s con-
sent. 
 
The Chairman: Any other Members would like to 
speak to clause 1 to 8? 
 
Hon. Paula A. Cox: I think, Mr. Chairman, on the 
question about bail and flight risk, I think it is important 
to note that this Act is not intended to cover those 
provisions. The Bail Act covers that, not the PACE. 
 
The Chairman: Members have heard the explanation. 
Would any other Members like to speak to clauses 1 
to 8? 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Yes, Mr. Chairman.  

I think it is an important question, and the 
Deputy Premier was kind enough to say it is not under 
this Act; is it under the Bail Act. But my understanding 
with respect to persons who are facing a serious 
charge who have only been put under police bail, if 
they abscond and flee from the jurisdiction, I am not 
satisfied that there is any provision that deals with that 
and what the police powers are.  

And this Police and Criminal Evidence Act 
should be providing for it. So that is my question: Is 
this Act going to provide for that? 
 
Hon. Paula A. Cox: Mr. Chairman, just in terms of 
clarification for the Honourable Member, the Bail Act 
is the Act that will deal with that, and there are 
amendments that are currently being considered.  

I believe the Honourable and Learned Attor-
ney General in another place, when she signalled that 
there were changes coming, those changes have not 
yet made it to this Honourable House, but they will be 
made to the Bail Act, as opposed to this Act. 
 
The Chairman: Would any Member like to speak to 
clauses 1 to 8?  

Mr. Moniz, you have the floor. 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: I would just like to say, Mr. 
Chairman, I am obliged to the Honourable Deputy 
Premier for that response. 
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The Chairman: Thank you.  

Would the Minister like to move clause—or 
any of those explanations, or do you want to move 
clause 1 to 8? 
 
An Hon. Member: Yes. I would like to move clauses 1 
to 8. 
 
The Chairman: Clauses 1 to 8 have been moved. 
Those in favour to the motion says Aye. Those 
against say No. 
 
Ayes. 
 
The Chairman: I think the ayes have it. 
 
[Motion carried: Clauses 1 through 8 passed] 
 
The Chairman: Would you like to move the Pream-
ble, Mr. Minister? 
 
An Hon. Member: Yes, I would, Mr. Chairman. Thank 
you very much.  

I move that the Bill be reported to the House. 
 
The Chairman: No, can you move the Preamble? 
 
An Hon. Member: Yes. I move the Preamble first. 
 
The Chairman: Those in favour of the motion say 
Aye. Those against, No. 
 
Ayes. 
 
The Chairman: I believe the ayes are loud and clear. 
Ayes have it. 
 
[Motion carried: Preamble passed] 
 
The Chairman: Those of favour of reporting to the 
House say Aye. Those against, No. 
 
Ayes. 
 
The Chairman: It may be reported to the House. 
 
[Motion carried: The Police and Criminal Evidence 
Amendment Act was considered and passed by a 
Committee of the whole House, and will be reported] 
 

House resumed at 12:26 pm 
 
[Hon. Dame Jennifer Smith, Deputy Speaker, in the 
Chair] 
  

REPORT ON BILL 
 

POLICE AND CRIMINAL EVIDENCE AMENDMENT 
ACT 2010 

 
The Deputy Speaker: Is there any objection to the 
report to the House that the Bill be approved without 
amendment? 
 
[No audible response] 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. The Bill is ap-
proved. 
 
 [Motion carried: Report accepted] 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Item 2 on the Orders of the 
Day, the Second Reading of the Liquor License 
Amendment Act 2010 by the Minister of Energy, Tele-
communications, and E-Commerce, Spokesperson for 
the Ministry of Justice, again a brief being held by 
Minister Zane De Silva.  

Minister De Silva, before I recognise you, I 
note the time and I wonder if you would wish to ad-
journ for lunch now so that you could start and then 
complete your entire opening. 
 
Hon Zane J. S. De Silva: Yes, I do, Madam Acting 
Speaker. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: So the Chair now recognises 
the Deputy Premier, the Honourable and Learned 
Paula A. Cox. 
 
Hon. Paula A. Cox: Thank you, Madam Acting 
Speaker. I would like to move that the House do now 
adjourn for lunch. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: The motion is that the House 
do now adjourn for lunch. Any objection? 
 
[No audible response] 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Now agreed to. The House 
stands adjourned for lunch. 
 

Proceedings suspended at 12:27 pm 
 

Proceedings resumed at 2:00 pm 
 
[Dame Jennifer Smith, Deputy Speaker, in the Chair] 
 
The Deputy Speaker: The second item on the Order 
Paper is the Liquor Licence Amendment Act, 2010.  
 The Minister of Energy, Telecommunications 
and E-Commerce, the spokesperson for the Ministry 
of Justice, represented today by Minister Zane De-
Silva, is in charge.  
 Minister De Silva, you have the floor. 
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SECOND READING 
 

LIQUOR LICENCE AMENDMENT ACT 2010 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Thank you, Madam Acting 
Speaker.  
 I move that the Bill entitled the Liquor Licence 
Amendment Act, 2010, be now read for the second 
time and committed. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Yes Minister, did you wish to 
proceed while we are in the House stage with an ex-
planation before we move into Committee? 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Yes, Madam Acting 
Speaker, I will. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Please proceed. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Madam Acting Speaker, a 
number of legislative measures has recently been 
evoked to address the issue of maintaining law and 
order in Bermuda. We are all mindful of the recent 
trend of senseless and sensational violence confront-
ing our communities and our justice system. And, 
whereas we look to measures to address it directly, 
we also have to look at equally necessary correspond-
ing indirect measures. 
 Madam Acting Speaker, these corresponding 
measures led to a review of the Liquor Licence Act, 
1974. The broad objective of these proposed amend-
ments is to strengthen and modernise the existing 
statutory regime pertaining to the sale and consump-
tion of alcohol. To do this, Madam Acting Speaker, it 
was further necessary to tighten the criteria for licens-
ing of premises for such sales. In the end the mes-
sage is to be unmistakably conveyed that the exces-
sive public consumption of alcoholic beverages of-
fends public morality and that illegal sale of alcohol 
will not be tolerated. 

Madam Acting Speaker, it is incumbent upon 
this Government to safeguard the public by evoking 
these measures and this legislation appropriate to the 
task at hand. These include imposing obligations on 
nightclubs to put adequate security in place to prevent 
the violent acts that have been occurring too fre-
quently at or near these venues, including Friday night 
shootings and uncontrollable crowds. 

Madam Acting Speaker, the fact that there are 
provisions in law to facilitate responsible alcohol con-
sumption is not ignored in this reform initiative. Neither 
is the fact that legal alcohol distribution is an integral 
part of Bermuda’s economic framework. This combi-
nation presents certain inherent challenges for most 
other jurisdictions. In this sense, Bermuda is certainly 
not another world as we also have our share of these 
challenges.  

The immediate one that confronts us is to find 
an acceptable balance that will put adequate safe-

guards in place to limit rowdy behaviour, violent alter-
cations, and other community problems that too often 
result from the illegal or irresponsible sale, distribution 
and consumption of alcohol. 

Madam Acting Speaker, before these 
amendments to the Act were made, it was necessary 
to draw upon outside sources to develop sound policy. 
One such source is the work undertaken by the Cen-
tre for Alcohol and Drug Abuse Prevention, known 
also by its acronym, CADA. CADA is a non-profit 
agency well established in our community and known 
for encouraging responsible use of alcohol. 

In January 2008 CADA formed a Liquor Li-
cence Legislation Review Subcommittee to review 
current practices in respect of consumption and sale 
of alcohol and the relevant legislation. The aim of the 
subcommittee, Madam Acting Speaker, was to pro-
pose amendments to the Act to strengthen the legisla-
tive framework having researched best practices and 
corresponding legislation in other jurisdictions.  

I might add at this stage, Madam Acting 
Speaker, that we also had consultation with members 
and Workmen’s Clubs. From this, CADA produced a 
Report entitled “Liquor Licence Legislation Review 
Subcommittee Report” for the Ministry of Culture and 
Social Rehabilitation. 

Madam Acting Speaker, it was largely from 
that report that the opportunity was seized to develop 
promising legislative initiatives to address the anti-
social behaviour and community problems related to 
the domestic consumption of alcohol and its sale at 
licensed premises. Particular regard was given to the 
proposed amendments in the CADA report pertaining 
to security at nightclubs. These offer further means of 
equipping the Bermuda Police Service to tackle gang 
violence and further contribute to other legislative ini-
tiatives across government tackling such issues. 

Madam Acting Speaker, ultimately the deci-
sion was taken that it was most feasible to isolate cer-
tain priorities in amending the Act. These include re-
quiring holders of nightclub licences to maintain for 
safety purposes a specific ratio of security guards to 
patrons; to also have trained security staff on prem-
ises, predisposed to unlawful disturbances at times 
when such licences come into effect. 

Madam Acting Speaker, further key amend-
ments mandate appropriate training for managers, 
supervisors and persons in charge of bars who play a 
frontline role in ensuring orderly operations. Notably, 
Madam Acting Speaker, the necessary authority is 
given to the Police to reinforce the frontline role by 
making sure that licensed premises are closed for up 
to 24 hours in the event of serious disorder or threat to 
public safety. 

Madam Acting Speaker, the logistics of deriv-
ing measures such as the ratio of patrons to security 
guards was not without challenges. Our building 
safety codes and urban planning initiatives on which 
we ordinarily rely for guidance are a work in progress. 
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There are outdoor and other venues which constitute 
“licensed premises” under the Act that have character-
istics which further complicated those challenges. In 
the end, the experiences and instruments of other ju-
risdictions were combined with the unique characteris-
tics of our own domestic business demographics to 
fashion acceptable formulae for mandating safety 
measures. 

Madam Acting Speaker, it is clearly discern-
able that these measures will serve the purpose of 
protecting the public by ensuring that the necessary 
safeguards are in place to minimise the chances of 
violence in Bermuda’s nightclubs. It will undoubtedly 
contribute to the culture of orderly conduct in the 
places that are most susceptible to disorderly distur-
bances. 

This will have the desired effect of depriving 
those who exploit weakness in our system of the op-
portunity to commit unlawful acts. In so doing, these 
amendments, along with other initiatives, such as 
TIPS (which is, Training for Intervention Procedures, 
as well all know), will also serve as safeguards to pro-
tect the businesses whose success is predicated upon 
orderly, safe, reputable operations. 

Thank you, Madam Acting Speaker. 
  
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 The Chair recognises the Honourable and 
Learned Trevor Moniz from Smith’s West. 
 Mr. Moniz, you have the floor. 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Thank you, Madam Acting 
Speaker. 

Again we have the Honourable Learned Jus-
tice Minister here in the Speaker’s Gallery this after-
noon with her technical staff.  

The Member who presented the Bill made all 
the good points talking about the anti-social behav-
iour, talking about drinking establishments. And we on 
this side welcome this as a first step. 

There are a number of provisions that are 
made here. One of them, for example, with respect to 
clubs is the provision you have to join a private club to 
get in and then there’s a 48-hour wait until you can 
exercise the privileges. So you can’t just join at the 
door and walk in. 

But as Members know, we’ve had a number 
of violent incidents, some of which have been in clubs. 
There was one shooting incident at the RA Club and I 
think there, you know, it is sub judice, so I don’t want 
to go into it too much, but how the people got in the 
club, whether they were members or not, are all is-
sues. And this is a good first step, but I have a feeling 
we’re going to need to go further.  

I mean, if one looks at places where there 
have been a number of incidents over the years, 
some of them are places that sell alcohol. One that 
has had a lot of incidents historically was on Court 
Street. The clubs on Court Street have had a lot of 

incidents over the years, including shootings, et cet-
era. 

But some of the places where you’ve had a 
number of these violent incidents are not liquor li-
cence establishments. Some of them are places like 
the Ice Queen. Semi-outdoor venues, as the Honour-
able Member who spoke mentioned, are difficult to 
control because not all of the venues are in enclosed 
spaces. Now, whether they are licensed or unlicensed 
some of them are open, so it’s kind of hard to stop 
people who wish to approach. Just as in Clubs there’s 
always a side door which some people know about 
and somebody leaves open. In open spaces you can 
wander in from anywhere. 

But I think we need to take this first step fur-
ther to make provisions for places where there have 
been violent incidents and, of course, you know, on 
this side we don’t wish to put draconian requirements 
on the proprietors of those establishments. We don’t 
want to push people out of business at a time when 
we’re in an economic recession.  

But, there have been incidents lately. You 
know one was at the Ice Queen where there was a 
shooting very recently; there was a stabbing just near 
the Traditions Restaurant up in Southampton, neither 
of which are liquor licensed establishments. Now it’s 
not an easy—you know, I’m not suggesting it’s an 
easy thing to deal with. This Government has the task 
of dealing with it, and that’s why we’re saying today 
that, while we support this, we think that we’re going 
to need further measures to deal with anti-social be-
haviour in this community. 

We have the recent one, of course, which oc-
curred at the beach where it was reported that some-
one was stabbed and had to have his spleen re-
moved. There were something like forty people in-
volved in that incident, and it was probably, would you 
say not even a hundred yards from the Police Sta-
tion—probably fifty yards from the Police Station. And 
then, those are in places where presumably . . .and 
this is another question people have raised with me—
you know, where we have security cameras and 
where, hopefully, those security cameras are in opera-
tion.  

One of the things I’m being pressed for is that 
we should have more security cameras across this 
community, particularly in “hot spots.” My information 
is, so far as I know, that this is hopefully in train. And, 
you know, one of the things to say to that is one of the 
areas which we on this side, in spite of the fact that 
we’re in economic recession, one of the areas in 
which we on this side have supported increased ex-
penditure is in this area of anti-social behaviour 
whether it be at liquor licensed establishments such 
as is addressed in the measure today or more gener-
ally. 

In the UK, for example, police authority ex-
penditure has grown by 48 per cent in the last 10 
years. In real terms the expenditure on the police 
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force has grown like that. Unfortunately, in Bermuda, 
in terms of the operational expenditure on the Ber-
muda police service, I think it is slightly less now than 
it was three years ago. And unfortunately, the trend is 
that we’re going to have to spend more money and 
we’re going to—not just the police station I spoke of in 
the previous piece that needs, you know, is late and 
we need that up and running—but these new ele-
ments such as security cameras, et cetera. 

Now this helps to take some of the pressure 
off the police in the requirements for liquor licensed 
establishments who are offering music, either by DJs 
or by live bands, to have security guards present. Ba-
sically up to fifty, I think you need two, and then it’s 
one per fifty people after that. 

And recently, of course, we have had other 
legislation which deals with the registration of security 
guards which deals with their training—the require-
ments. They have to be approved, they have to be 
registered and they have to be trained. One feels 
some sympathy with a security guard.  

Let’s say they had a security guard at the 
beach and you’ve got forty people rioting outside and 
stabbing each other—you know, what is that person 
going to do? Luckily there they are close to the police 
station and I’m presuming that the response time of 
the Bermuda Police Service there was very short, in-
deed, and it was nipped in the bud. Unfortunately, one 
person appears to have been seriously injured, but 
luckily that was it and no one lost their life as a result. 

So to say on this side of the House that we’re 
looking for this to be a first step of many, we’re saying 
we support the Government in taking further steps to 
preserve and to increase law and order in this Island, 
and repeating our earlier statements that we would 
support a significantly increased budget for targeted 
items for the police service. 
 Thank you, Madam Acting Speaker. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Mr. Moniz. 
 Does any other Honourable Member wish to 
speak to the Liquor Licence Amendment Act, 2010?  
 The Chair will recognise Dr. Grant Gibbons, 
the Representative from Paget East. 
 Dr. Gibbons, you have the floor. 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Thank you, Madam. 
Deputy Speaker. 
 My Honourable colleague, Mr. Moniz, I think 
has obviously raised the concerns that we had. I 
would just like to interject a little bit of concern on what 
I’ll call a parochial basis. And I say that because I 
have had—and my constituents, I think, more properly 
have had—some concerns about particularly licensed 
establishments that exist in what I’ll call more residen-
tial areas. 

In the last few years, I don’t think it’s hap-
pened in the last year or so, but in the last few years 
the White Sands Hotel was entertaining a number of 

parties out there, and I think they were sort of special 
events. And I raise the issue because I think we on 
this side obviously understand it’s a balance. You 
don’t want to put, certainly hospitality areas, restau-
rants, or even small hotels in a difficult position in a 
down economic time. But there needs to be, I think, 
Madam Deputy Speaker, a little more sensitivity for 
residents in an area. And I think this issue of having 
security guards, certainly for licensed clubs, is a good 
one. 

But, I think, there needs to be perhaps a look 
by Government at the requirements for licensed prem-
ises, as well. Because often times what will happen—
and certainly we’ve had this experience at the end of 
White Sands Road in Paget—is that when there is a 
party or special event, the neighbourhood literally gets 
invaded. People park all over the place. When you’ve 
got 100 or 200 people coming to an event, they park 
all over the place, sometimes without much concern 
for residents in the areas; they block driveways.  

But more particularly it’s after the event has 
ended, which sometimes is in the early hours, where 
you get some (I don’t need to go into the details) very 
anti-social behaviour occurring which can involve de-
struction of property, can involve shouting, cursing, all 
that sort of thing in an area which is normally residen-
tial and normally very peaceful. And I could probably 
give you some more graphic examples that the 
neighbours have complained to me about, but I don’t 
think it’s necessary here. I think I’m making the point. 

And I would simply ask Government to have a 
look, and perhaps through them the Liquor Licensing 
Board, to have a careful look and perhaps to be more 
sensitive to some of the concerns of the residents in 
an area when these licensed facilities do have events 
and do get out of hand. I think there needs to be, sort 
of, more preparation, more requirements, shall we 
say, put in place to make sure that the neighbours 
aren’t unreasonably harassed or inconvenienced as a 
consequence of these particular events. 
 Madam Deputy Speaker, those are my con-
cerns and I’ll take my seat. Thank you. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Dr. Gibbons. 
 If no other Member wishes to speak . . .  
 The Chair recognises Mr. Wayne Perinchief, 
the Representative for Pembroke Central. 
 Mr. Perinchief you have the floor. 
 
Hon. Wayne N. M. Perinchief: Yes, Madam Acting 
Speaker. 
 In looking at these Liquor Licence Amend-
ments and looking at the Liquor Licence Act in its 
broader context, I heard the comments of the previous 
speaker. And, while I may concur with some of the 
sentiments, I take a broad view of the position in Ber-
muda where we actually are an Island that prides itself 
in providing a product for tourism.  
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An Hon. Member: A product. 
  
Hon. Wayne N. M. Perinchief: A product, for tourism.  

What I’m trying to emphasise Madam Acting 
Speaker is that . . . and I’m not speaking specifically to 
just these amendments. In looking at the way that this 
country views the control of liquor and alcohol, I do 
think that in some ways we still operate like the Blue 
laws of the United States in the Bible Belt. 

I believe, Madam Acting Speaker, that other 
than the punitive, if you like, or constricting elements 
of the Liquor Licence Act, we should actually review 
liquor and the consumption of liquor in the broader 
context in that we wish to provide some entertain-
ment. It should be linked to providing an experience 
for primarily our tourists, in creating an environment 
where people can free-up and relax. I’m not advocat-
ing in any way the blatant use or abuse of alcohol. I’m 
not advocating a situation where we have open bottle 
laws, where people walk around as you would see in 
South Beach and other places. 

But I have to be aware, and I think we have to 
be aware, that Bermuda has become an extremely 
conservative place, very staid—s-t-a-i-d. And, yes, I 
believe that in some instances where we restrict the 
use of alcohol, say, in our public venues, such as, 
beaches and parks . . . and I’m not saying we should 
loosen and let it go entirely, but I do believe that, you 
know, with a special licence and a degree of common 
sense that we could make Bermuda a much more 
hospitable place for our tourists and visitors who want 
to free-up. 

And, you know, being practical and express-
ing and an interest, I must say that on occasion I do 
speak with tourists who come to the Island for a good 
time, a vacation. But the younger people in particular 
do ask me well, you know, Driver, where do I go after 
dinner? Where are the friendly spots in town? And 
even people off the cruise ships, where they have en-
tertainment; the younger folks want to get with the 
local community. And, you know, I say “Go to Front 
Street” because I know that on Front Street there are 
various establishments that cater to young people and 
revelry. I say “revelry”, not in the pejorative sense, but, 
places where people can free-up. 

I know that we have changed our Liquor Li-
cence Law to allow people to sit in an open cafe envi-
ronment, sit out in the open and have libations. And I 
think that perhaps we can continue to move along that 
continuum in removing the restrictive and, if you like, 
rather, I won’t say “hypocritical”, but that ultra-
conservative approach that we have to liquor.  

Liquor, to me, seems to be one of the sins. 
And I believe that as a country we’ve always looked at 
imbibing alcohol as a sin, you know. We respect the 
church; we respect the health department and all the 
rest. We know all the problems that can be associated 
with problem drinking. But I believe that it’s the abuse 
of alcohol, as my contemporary the Honourable 

Wayne Furbert has reminded me, it’s the abuse of 
alcohol that creates the problems.  

And being a person who has enjoyed—and I 
still enjoy—a nice Havana Club and an iced tea or, 
you know, a cold soda at the end of the day, and I 
would consider myself to be a responsible person and 
I know that certain other Members do like fine wines. I 
honestly concur with the sentiment that responsible 
drinking should be encouraged and any excess 
should be discouraged. But I don’t believe that in the 
main our laws, you know . . . I mean, we don’t allow 
the sale of alcohol on Good Friday from sundown to 
sunup I believe. And there are other days when the 
imbibing of alcohol and sale of alcohol is prohibited.  

What I am saying is I believe as a society we 
need to look at ourselves and say are we on board 
with 21st century thinking and approach to how we 
look at our tourism product and how we look at the 
imbibing, the use, of alcohol. 
 Madam Acting Speaker, we recognise that 
there are other problems associated with illegal sub-
stances. And this is not an illegal substance. It’s a 
controlled substance, inasmuch as you have to have a 
licence to purchase it and there are certain restrictions 
that surround the use of alcohol. But I do wonder if we 
aren’t a bit archaic in our approach to how we look at 
alcohol. I mean, it’s a great revenue spinner, a great 
revenue earner. The Government is conflicted in a 
way because we derive large revenues from the im-
portation and consumption of alcohol. And on the 
other hand we tend to try to restrict its use and there’s 
always this punitive aspect of, you know, the use of 
alcohol. 

So if you like, Madam Acting Speaker, I’m try-
ing to change the paradigm. If we can loosen some of 
the prohibition and the use and . . . I mean, this coun-
try, after all, at one time was built from the revenue of 
running liquor to the United States when they had 
Prohibition. We actually had rum-runners and I think 
one particular male couldn’t even travel to the United 
States for a long time because he had broken the 
Blue laws, the Prohibition laws of the United States. 
He broke their embargo. And that’s how we as a 
country actually derived our income—by running alco-
hol into the United States. And I’m not saying that that 
is necessarily a good thing but, certainly, it was a lu-
crative thing. And so now we have this, I think, con-
flicted approach as to how we deal with the sale of 
alcohol.  

Madam Acting Speaker, in looking at how we 
talk about the training, et cetera, for supervisors and 
people who sell alcohol, I do understand that we have 
to be responsible in how we provide alcohol to minors 
and those who would be incapacitated by the overuse 
and abuse of alcohol. That’s responsible, that’s quite 
correct. I think there are two sides to this coin. There’s 
the wish to protect those who cannot protect them-
selves (minors and those are irresponsible in its use), 
but we would seek, on the other hand, to expend the 
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use of alcohol for the “fun times” and entertainment of 
our tourists. 

So, again, being a Libra, I do like to have a 
balance in most things that we approach in life—I’m 
getting a bit personal here with my own preferences—
and try to find some middle ground. 

When we get into Committee we can get into 
the details of how licensed premises should operate, 
who should have the power to supervise licences, et 
cetera, and where we go forward with these Liquor 
Licence Amendments. But, again, it seems that the 
police—and I have a soft spot for the police, often 
ending up being the ones who are either the arbiters 
or the controllers of, the enforcers of, social mores 
and norms.  

I think there’s almost sometimes a conflict in 
that the minute you mention “police” there’s a punitive 
element. There is this heavy approach to control. And 
I would think that going forward we probably might 
want to loosen or take away from the police the heavy 
burden of having to enforce laws that, to me, are not 
an enforcement of the criminal law, per se. I mean 
there are other criminal acts—acts of violence, acts of 
theft, acts of murder and mayhem—that the police 
attend and have to deal with. And it would appear that 
every time we pass a law, the police are the enforce-
ment agency. 

In trying to paint a framework of how we deal 
with alcohol in this country I’m trying to say that I think 
we’ve got to, like some song says, “free up” a little bit. 
I think we’ve got to “free up,” in some instances, how 
we deal with alcohol. Education, certainly, is a great 
part of it. The teaching of, you know, people should 
deal with it responsibly and I love to support organisa-
tions such as CADA, who do perpetuate responsible 
use of alcohol. And I’m sure that the Minister of Social 
Rehabilitation is also aware of how the Government 
can help people in the responsible use of alcohol.  

I see, the Honourable Minister Roban, the 
Minister of Health, raising his eyebrows and looking 
over his glasses at me, and I think he’s rubbing his 
hands in glee because he’ll probably jump up and say 
a couple of things that may— 
 
An Hon. Member: Maybe not. 
 
Hon. Wayne N. M. Perinchief: —or maybe not.  

He’ll probably talk about the abuse of alcohol 
causing liver damage and kidney damage. I’m well 
aware of that, and I’m sure he is— 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Wayne N. M. Perinchief: And I’m looking at him 
and he’s over there—I’m trying to steal his thunder, 
Madam Acting Speaker. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 

Hon. Wayne N. M. Perinchief: I’m trying to launch a 
pre-emptive strike so that when he launches an attack 
I already would have had my defence in place. 
 Nevertheless, Madam Acting Speaker, that’s 
my contribution so far. I’ll give other parliamentarians 
the opportunity to give forth on this subject. 
 Thank you very much, Madam Acting 
Speaker. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Mr. Perinchief. 
 The Chair recognises the Honourable Leader 
of the Opposition, Mr. Kim Swan, the Representative 
for St. George’s West. 

And before I do so, let me just recognise in 
the Gallery, the Chairman of CADA, Mr. Santucci. 
 Continue Mr. Swan. 
 
Hon. Hubert (Kim) E. Swan: Yes, thank you, Madam 
Acting Speaker. 
 As the Honourable and Learned Member who 
led on our side said in his opening, we do support 
these measures as a first step. 

Certainly, Madam Acting Speaker, I also have 
to personally endorse the importance of responsible 
alcohol consumption as it relates to what takes place 
on mostly weekends and holiday periods at night after 
persons have been in clubs. 

I know in the Act there is specific mention to 
what’s happening after 10 pm, Madam Acting 
Speaker. But I will say there is a great deal that goes 
on between 5 pm, after work, and 10 pm which 
causes problems with persons when they start making 
their way away from where they were at that particular 
time. And we’re looking forward to measures coming 
forward that address that.  

As persons are on the road there are different 
mindsets—there’s the person that can’t wait to get off 
of work to engage in alcohol and then using vehicles. 
And then there are persons who have to go home and 
get a nap to come out for the night shift. And I suspect 
this legislation is more designed to focus on the night 
shift. 

I will say, as one who certainly enjoys music 
and disc jockeys and the like, a lot of times the good 
music that is provided at a good set can often reduce 
the likelihood of a person causing problems. And cer-
tainly the ones causing problems are not necessarily 
the ones that are enjoying the music put on by the DJ 
and the great bands that might be provided. We cer-
tainly have to mindful of what is driving the problem. 

And I do know, as the Honourable and 
Learned Member that spoke for us referred to, 
Madam. Acting Speaker, a recent incident that hap-
pened within a few steps of the police station where 
the good men and women who provide security ser-
vices we’re finding are definitely on the front line.  

What I hear coming back to me, Madam Act-
ing Speaker, is that the security guards of today—the 
ones who we’re now requiring to go through some 
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licensing considerations—are indeed far more knowl-
edgeable of what’s causing a lot of the problems that 
are happening in our society. I’m glad that this legisla-
tion makes specific mention of security guards be-
cause one of the things that usually happens is that 
they tend to be on the front line of dealing with the 
conflicts that break out and in a lot of instances are 
indeed in more of a threatened situation unless the 
situation gets out of hand, as one did over this past 
weekend. 

The circumstances that make it necessary for 
this legislation to come forward today are not ones 
that should be taken lightly. They are life-threatening 
circumstances that make safety far more of a concern 
to every man, woman and child that lives on this Is-
land. And those of us who do enjoy a good leg shake 
and do enjoy a good party have been put at risk by 
the few that are abusing the rights and privileges of 
this fine land that we live in. 
 Madam Acting Speaker, if I can just declare 
an interest. In another life, not too long ago, I was a 
marketing manager for a major wines and spirits com-
pany in Bermuda and I’m somewhat familiar with the 
campaigns of responsible alcohol consumption and 
the role that the distributor plays and should play in 
this campaign.  

Whilst this legislation, Madam Acting Speaker, 
speaks specifically to what I would call in this case the 
retailer or at the club level, as a former marketing 
manager I can also say that there is a component of 
responsibility when it comes to training managers and 
supervisors that should also be tied in—and I know it 
will be tied in—to the responsibility of those marketing 
agents of those particular major providers in our 
community.  

There is a tremendous legislative onus put on 
the retailer. But I do know, as one that’s looking to the 
retailer to be able to distribute the various brands, 
there are resources that are available both here and 
abroad that will assist in the training. And we must 
ensure, and I’m sure that with the representative of 
CADA that’s here . . . I do know of programs, Madam. 
Acting Speaker, that have all ready been started many 
years ago that continue and that need to be en-
hanced.  

Obviously a retailer’s main responsibility—
main objective—not saying responsibility, main objec-
tive—is to be somewhat profitable. But . . . not some-
what, but to be very profitable. But given the dangers 
that have been put upon not only the patrons of that 
particular operation but also the staff, indeed, the per-
sons that work in that organisation, it is indeed neces-
sary that every opportunity is made to provide training.  

And I would encourage, if he still had a hotel 
college, maybe with all the talk that we have about 
getting something back on stream to provide some 
type of training, this is where an integrated opportunity 
may present itself to do so. Particularly, in the off sea-
son, Madam Acting Speaker, where these operations 

are not quite as busy as they would like in the winter 
time to provide the necessary training that is required. 
 One aspect of the Act that I’m not quite sure 
how workable it will be, Madam Acting Speaker, is the 
reference to the 24-hour period of membership that’s 
required. Membership clubs didn’t just start; they’ve 
been going on for quite a long time. I’ve been a mem-
ber of one or two in my life. And I can tell you, Madam 
Acting Speaker, that a lot of clubs today are the loca-
tions where persons may have private functions. I 
might be the member and decide to have a particular 
event in which case the persons that I’ve chosen to 
invite—and some who choose to crash, but I’ll stick to 
the ones I choose to invite—might not necessarily be 
members of that particular establishment of which I’m 
a member.  

But it’s my event, I’m the member entitled to 
hold an event, pay the rent and take ownership. And 
maybe if the acting Minister, with the technical advice 
that’s available, could tell me whether or not this 48-
hour requirement causes somewhat of a problem in 
that regard or maybe we can deal with it when we get 
to— 
 
The Deputy Speaker: You knew you were getting 
into Committee. 
 
Hon. Hubert (Kim) E. Swan: Yes, I did, Madam Chair 
. . . I did— 
 
The Deputy Speaker: I saw you. 
 
Hon. Hubert (Kim) E. Swan: I did slip a little bit, into 
some technical— 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Let me save you from slipping. 
 
Hon. Hubert (Kim) E. Swan: Thank you, thank you. 
 
[Laughter] 
 
Hon. Hubert (Kim) E. Swan: Madam Speaker, one 
other thing on the principle of the Act, where you 
brought me back to, is the responsibility of those par-
ticular retail outlets to do all they can to be coopera-
tive. This 24-hour period that we here refer to certainly 
puts a serious onus on them knowing very well what 
the consequences could be. But I would venture to 
say that I’m sure all of them would prefer to err on the 
side of safety given the type of violence that has im-
pacted on our community. 
 So, Madam Acting Speaker, I’ll begin as I 
started in saying that we’re— 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Hubert (Kim) E. Swan: I’ll end where I started, 
Madam Speaker, and that is to say that we are in sup-
port here and we certainly feel that given the circum-
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stances of events that are occurring in our country 
that happen all too often we feel certainly necessary 
to lend our support. 
 Thank you. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Mr. Swan. 
 The Chair recognises Mr. Ashfield DeVent, 
the Representative for Pembroke South East. 
 Mr. DeVent, you have the floor. 
 
Hon. Ashfield E. DeVent: Thank you, Madam Acting 
Speaker. 
 It’s clear that everyone in this Honourable 
House is in favour of this Amendment to the Liquor 
Licence Act. 

I think anyone just simply has to spend some 
time on Front Street or outside of some of these areas 
where our young people attend on a Friday or Satur-
day night to see the need for these amendments. 

It is clearly important for us to stress respon-
sible drinking and in this regard the Act is trying to 
even make those who are selling alcoholic beverages 
also be equally responsible. I’ve had the opportunity, 
and even in the past when I used to drive taxi, but 
now I think sometimes I just go out to observe. And I 
think the Honourable Member behind me who talked 
about alcohol and the role it plays in our community, I 
think we have to realise, Madam Acting Speaker, that 
we have a generation of people—many of them—who 
don’t seem to understand what responsible drinking 
is. And we also have lots of people on a Friday or a 
Saturday night . . . they’re not just drinking—they’re 
smoking illegal substances and drinking. And it runs 
from coke to ecstasy. So, by 3:30 or 4:00 in the morn-
ing you have on your hands a lot of people who are 
certainly not in a sober and conscious mind.  

Madam Acting Speaker, I feel kind of sorry for 
those people (and they have my sympathy) that have 
to try and provide security in those settings because 
I’ve seen people who have left one establishment—
probably been removed for some kind of bad behav-
iour—and go to another one. And then, when it’s clear 
that that person is not in a sober and conscious mind, 
really perform because he can’t get in.  

Add to that, Madam Acting Speaker, a gang 
mentality. So it’s five and six and seven and eight and 
nine of us and they let maybe three of us in and not 
my friend and somehow this mindset that says you 
know, we’re almost like underpants and bra to each 
other, that we can’t move without each other, you 
have potentially very, very volatile situations. 

I think this is good, I think it comes at a great 
time. However, Madam Acting Speaker, the fact that 
weekly now we’re pouring out legislation to try and 
attempt to arrest an issue that’s coming on us—
probably quicker than anyone in this country ever ex-
pected—leads to something else. We can make all 
the laws in the world, Madam Acting Speaker, but 
without a respect for the law it’s basically a waste of 

time in that regard. If they’re not directly enforced, we 
have issues. And I believe a generation of people just 
do not abide by the laws any more—more and more. 

I mean if we look at how many outstanding 
warrants there may be, how much money there is in 
child support that’s not paid. And talking to young peo-
ple even, if you try and advise them, What you’re do-
ing is against the law. They say, The law? How many 
people don’t make it to the regiment when they’re or-
dered to?  

And so, with that in mind, every piece of legis-
lation that we bring here to try and get our . . . basi-
cally, these are legislations that I think seem to be 
pointed at young people, another generation of people 
because, I mean, we’ve had alcohol and we’ve sold 
alcohol in this community for years but we didn’t have 
the types of problems that we seem to have now. Par-
ticularly . . . I mean, the specific part of the amend-
ment that deals with the membership clubs and hav-
ing to make it a 48-hour period before people can join. 
And that specifically was dealing with a number, but 
primarily one area, one particular establishment where 
we saw on numerous occasions, incidents. I think one 
time maybe at least someone’s been murdered.  

 
[Inaudible interjection] 

 
Hon. Ashfield E. DeVent: And then we’ve seen peo-
ple seriously injured and, I mean . . . So we’re trying to 
make legislation to control a specific group of young 
people who are tremendously out of control. 

And, Madam Acting Speaker, if we don’t 
somehow begin to make people know that when you 
break the law—even the tiniest law—there will be 
consequences, I think we’re on a very slippery slope, 
extremely slippery slope. 

Again, I fully support this piece of legislation, 
and I’ll support all of those that continue to come. But 
overriding that, Madam Acting Speaker, we collec-
tively have to somehow hammer that message home 
from the start. I mean, even in our schools, if you 
don’t—and I think we’re beginning to see it. Some of 
the principals are trying to do it. If you don’t wear the 
uniform then you’re in trouble and there will be conse-
quences. But far too many people out there now seem 
not to be either aware or even care about those con-
sequences. So, laws don’t really mean much to the 
lawless. And there are a growing number of young 
lawless people in this country that we must address 
extremely quickly. 
 Thank you, Madam Acting Speaker. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Mr. DeVent. 
 Does any other Honourable Member wish to 
speak to the Bill before us, The Liquor Licence 
Amendment Act, 2010? 

If not, the Minister in charge, Minister De Silva 
may reply. 
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Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Thank you, Madam Acting 
Speaker. 
 Madam Acting Speaker, just a comment and a 
reply, I guess, to the Honourable Dr. Gibbons regard-
ing the White Sands Hotel. And I have to agree with 
him. I haven’t heard of too many instances in that area 
just recently, but we certainly have had some in the 
past.  

All hotels must have a licence and, as such, 
these amendments will apply. If the neighbours are 
suffering . . . thanks to the amendment made last year 
to the Summary Offences Act, the Police now can be 
complainants. And the onus is not left on the 
neighbours or the persons that are being affected. So 
we continue to create and implement legislation that 
hopefully is going to make Bermuda a better place.  

I would certainly like to thank Members oppo-
site, and, of course, on this side, for their comments. 
And it’s certainly a pleasure for the people of Ber-
muda, I am sure, to hear us here in this House in 
agreement on not only this particular amendment but 
the amendment that we passed earlier on. 

Before I ask for the Bill to be committed, I 
think it’s only fitting that we give congratulations to 
CADA. They are ably led by Mr. Anthony Santucci. 

On that note, Madam Acting Speaker, I would 
like to move that the Bill be committed. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: We move that the Bill be com-
mitted to a Committee of the whole House, and I ask 
the Member for Hamilton West, Constituency 6, Mr. 
Furbert, to take the Chair of Committee. 
 

House in Committee at 2:52 pm 
 

COMMITTEE ON BILL 
 
[Hon. Wayne L. Furbert, Chairman] 
 

LIQUOR LICENCE AMENDMENT ACT 2010 
 
The Chairman: Would any Member like to speak to 
the Liquor Licence Amendment Act, 2010. Any par-
ticular clause 

Minister, any particular clause you would like 
to move? 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Thank you, Mr. Chairman.  
 Mr. Chairman, I move clauses 1 through 7, as 
printed. 
 
The Chairman: It’s been moved, clauses 1 through 7. 
Would any Member like to speak to any of the 
clauses? 
 I would like to recognise the Honourable 
Member, Mr. Wayne Perinchief. 
 
Hon. Wayne N. M. Perinchief: Yes, Mr. Chairman, 
I’m looking at section 19 of the principal Act as it’s 

amended, and going more specifically to [clause] 3 (a) 
(e) “where the rules of the club make provision for (i) 
“The orderly operation of the club and for . . . 
 
The Chairman: Which section is that? 
 
Hon. Wayne N. M. Perinchief: It’s clause 3 subsec-
tion (e) 
 
The Chairman: E? 
 
Hon. Wayne N. M. Perinchief: Subsection (i). The 
first page if you look at the actual Act. 
 
The Chairman: You mean . . . 
 
Hon. Wayne N. M. Perinchief: “The orderly operation 
of the Club and for admission of persons to the privi-
lege of membership.”  

The purposes of the subsection— 
 
The Chairman: Yes, I see it 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: A point of order, Mr. 
Chairman. 
 
The Chairman: Yes. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: I’m just checking, were the 
clauses supposed to be read first before we . . . well . 
. . 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
The Chairman: Yes, I did ask for clauses. 
 
Hon. Wayne N. M. Perinchief: I will rest. 
 
The Chairman: I asked if anyone wanted to speak. 
Mr. Perinchief spoke first. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Thank you very much. 
 Mr. Chairman, Clause 1 of the Bill is the short 
title. 

Clause 2 of the Bill inserts a definition for 
premises. 

 Clause 3 of the Bill amends section 19 (1)(e) 
of the Liquor Licence Act, 1974, the principal Act to 
require that the rules of a members’ club have a pro-
vision for a 48 hour waiting period between when a 
person is admitted to membership of a club and when 
the person is permitted to enjoy the facilities of the 
club as a member. 

Under a new subsection (7A), the facilities of 
a members’ club shall not be extended to a new mem-
ber until 48 hours after the person obtains member-
ship of the club. 

Subsection (7B) makes provision for penalty 
for breach of subsection (7A). 
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 Under a new subsection (7C) the president or 
secretary of a members’ club or both of them are 
made liable for the contravention of any provision of 
this Bill by a servant or agent of the club or any other 
person acting on behalf of the club. 
 Clause 4 of the Bill amends the principal Act 
to insert new sections, 39A and 39B. 

The new section 39A makes it mandatory for 
licensed persons who engage the services of a disc-
jockey or have a live band or live music on the li-
censed premises to which the license applies after 10 
pm to also engage the services of security guards to 
maintain security on the licensed premises.  

The Minister is given power, under subsection 
(3) to, in consultation with the Commissioner of Police 
and the Chief Fire Officer, make subordinate legisla-
tion to provide for the means by which the capacity of 
licensed premises is determined and amend the ratio 
of the capacity of licensed premises to the security 
guards. 
 The new section 39B makes provision for 
every manager, supervisor, or person in charge of a 
bar on a licensed premises where alcohol is provided 
or sold for consumption on the licensed premises to 
receive training on responsible alcohol sales and ser-
vice to be prescribed in regulations made under the 
principal Act. 
 Clause 5 of the Bill amends section 44 of the 
principal Act to combine the penalty provisions under 
section 40-4 and section 42(a). 
 Clause 6 of the Bill repeals section 42(a) of 
the principal Act. 
 Clause 7 of the Bill amends the principal Act 
by inserting a new section 51A. Under the new section 
51A a police officer of the rank of superintendent or 
above may on reasonable belief that a serious disor-
der or threat to public safety has occurred, is likely to 
occur, or is reasonably expected to occur on a li-
censed premises or any place of business of the li-
censed person nearby order the licensed person, or 
his servant, or agent doing business on the licensed 
premises or nearby to close the licensed premises 
and such place of business nearby for a period not 
exceeding 24 hours.  

A licensed person who fails to obey the orders 
of a Police officer under this section commits an of-
fence and is liable on some re-conviction to a penalty 
not exceeding $5,000. 
 Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
 
The Chairman: Would any Member like to speak to 
Clause 1 through 7, Liquor Licence Amendment Act, 
2010? 
 I would like to recognise Honourable Member 
Mr. Perinchief from Pembroke Central. 
 Mr. Perinchief you have the floor. 
 
Hon. Wayne N. M. Perinchief: Yes, Mr. Chairman, I 
wish to address in particular clause 3(a)(e) “the rules 

of the club make appropriate provisions for– (i) the 
orderly operation of the club and for admission of per-
sons to the privileges of membership;” where subsec-
tion (ii) requiring members of staff of the club to refrain 
from permitting a person who joins the club from using 
the facilities of the club as a member, until 48 hours 
after obtaining membership;” And go to subsection (iii)  
“a notice in writing to be given to new members, on 
admission to membership, informing them that they 
are not permitted to use the club’s facilities as mem-
bers until 48 hours after obtaining membership of the 
club;” and et cetera. 

But, again, I wrap my head around the practi-
cally and the actual application of the law. And as a 
former practitioner of the law, an enforcer if you like, I 
ask these questions. I ask these questions. I ask that 
the Honorable Minister take into consideration that 
this would apply to clubs such as the Bermuda Hamil-
ton Amateur Dinghy Club, the Bermuda Yacht Club, 
and the St. George’s Yacht Club.  

I say that specifically because each of these 
Clubs, bi-annually, entertains overseas sailors who 
come from Marion to Bermuda, who come from New-
port to Bermuda. These clubs are extremely well regu-
lated, and I will say that from practical experience. To 
my knowledge, they have had only one incident where 
I think that one particular club hosted a young school 
and some people gate crashed. So it wasn’t a situa-
tion were the membership was unruly; the people who 
gate crashed were unruly.  

Now, put yourself in a position of a person 
who is chairman or president of one of these clubs, 
you would have to have enrolled all of the crew of 
every single yacht that is going to use that club. You 
would have to have formally, 48 hours before, sent 
them a letter that they would have to have received. 
And, quite honestly, I am actually guilty of not ad-
dressing this particular aspect of it in another place in 
caucus. I will make that apology, because I should 
personally have looked at the practical aspects of the 
application of this.  

Now, I will ask in a all good intention that the 
Minister look at this particular situation and perhaps 
come up with a practical form of removing what could 
become, not embarrassing, but an unlawful situation 
when these clubs do actually move forward with their 
efforts to have visitors to the Island and to their prem-
ises and buy alcohol. That, of course, would not be 
such a problem when you talk about local clubs, local 
membership clubs, like social clubs that we have, and 
Cricketing Clubs to the same extent.  

Nevertheless, there will be visiting teams that 
will be coming here for the Cricketing season. I think 
there is the America’s Cup Championship where 
members will be here for two or three days, or maybe 
one day, and would be barred from entry and mem-
bership into the licensed premises—the bar area of 
every single one of our Cricketing Clubs or Social 
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Clubs—if this law is passed and exercised in its pre-
sent form.  

I bring these caveats to the House and to the 
Minister for some remediation, some amendment or 
some condition of provisional amendment that would 
allow these spontaneous opportunities for members to 
participate in what would be traditional access to so-
cial clubs and membership clubs as we function even 
in our sporting activities. And I do mean this in a very 
positive way; not to trip-up the legislators, but to cer-
tainly make the law exercisable, and to make it practi-
cal in its application.  

Some things are very good on the face of it 
when you look at it strictly in the sterile, if you like, 
academic process. But when you actually try to ad-
minister the law, the particular Act, it doesn’t work out 
the same way.  

In looking at also clause 4, where we look at 
“Security on licensed premises with disc jockey, live 
band or live music after10:00 p.m.” section 39A(1). 
Basically where the club has to hire security. And this 
is a very good practical exercise of responsibility. Re-
sponsibly securing the protection and the safety of 
members. And, on the face of it, it appears to be a 
good thing.  

Clause 39A (2) (a), (b) and (c) address the 
numbers of people and it says: “(a) for licensed prem-
ises with a capacity not exceeding 35 persons, at 
least one security guard;” must be hired, and so on. 
Where 50 person are exceeded, at least two security 
guards and where excess of 50 persons you must 
have at least one security guard for every 50 persons.  

Now, it has, if you like, a condition where 
“[t]he Minister may in consultation with the Commis-
sioner of Police and the Chief Fire Officer, by Order 
subject to the negative resolution procedure—provide 
for the means by which the capacity of licensed prem-
ises is determined; and amend the ratio of the capac-
ity of licensed premises to security guards . . .” 

Now, that part there, perhaps is . . . and I 
would ask the question of the Minister: Would this 
amendment, subsection (b), allow (and if you would 
note this question) where you have a large, say, con-
cert, where there is a temporary liquor licence where 
you are going to have upwards of a thousand people 
or more, perhaps at Pender’s Wharf, maybe at other 
venues that we have where people may be in access 
of a thousand or fifteen hundred people, two thousand 
people may attend, we have a special licence to serve 
alcohol, how many security guards would be neces-
sary?  

And if the answer is that the Commissioner of 
Police and the Fire Marshal or the Fire Chief can set 
arbitrary numbers, then I would be quite happy with 
that condition, if that is how the law will be applied.  

So, with that, I have very few problems with 
the rest of the Act. But, there again, having been a 
former policeman and having had to actually carry out 
or enforce these regulations in the past, I can see that 

there could be some onerous conditions for the police 
going forward in trying to actually enforce the law.  

With that, I will take my seat and give some-
one an opportunity to raise further questions.  

Thank you very much Mr. Chairman.  
 
The Chairman: Would any other Members like to 
speak the clause 1 through 7?  

Honourable Member Trevor Moniz, Shadow 
Minister of Justice.  

Mr. Moniz you have the floor. 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Thank you Mr. Chairman. I 
will try to be a little quicker then that gentleman was.  

I accept the point he has about membership. I 
presume the answer is that most clubs have rules re-
garding guests. The private member’s clubs that I am 
a member of have rules regarding how many guests 
you can bring, you have to sign for them, how often 
they can come. When they come in, they can’t buy 
drinks, you have to buy the drinks for them.  

A lot of Clubs I belong to you can’t use 
money. You have to sign a chit and your membership 
number. So, you know, I think that is going to take 
care of that. On situations with other events we have a 
special licence. I am thinking of the Rugby Classic or 
something. It is not a member’s club, so something 
different applies.  

But I do accept that Member’s point, Mr. 
Chairman, when he talks about difficulty in enforcing 
it. There is difficulty in enforcing it. I think that it is 
coming close to the point were we need things like 
metal detectors, and a few being shaken down be-
cause there are people coming into clubs who are 
obviously carrying knives, in some cases guns.  

You had a situation recently where it wasn’t a 
guest to club it was the disc jockey himself who was 
accused of carrying a gun, specifically a Glock, on his 
bag. I don’t know if anyone knows handguns, but it 
weighs two or three pounds, and he said that he didn’t 
know he had it in his bag, he thought the bag was 
empty. Well, an empty bag would weigh a lot less than 
a bag that had a two- or three-pound Glock in it, I can 
assure you.  
 
[Inaudible interjection and laughter] 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: But anyway, he was acquitted 
with apparently . . . yes.  

The Honorable Member, Wayne Perinchief, 
was saying it was probably loaded.  

So . . . But, anyway, people get off. 
Then one of the troubles, and this one has 

been raised before, is the difficulty comes not with the 
law itself, but with the enforcement. And that goes all 
the way through the system until we get to the jury.  

Recently we heard what I will politely call the 
“Mama’s defence.” You bring your mama to court and 
she says, “No, he was home all night asleep. He didn’t 
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feel well. He had a cold, so I was giving him some 
soup.” Sometimes it works and sometimes it doesn’t.  

We are still waiting to see if any of those 
Mama’s defenses whether the witnesses are going to 
be examined for perjury in a case where in fact the 
jury found that not to be the case. They were some-
where else.  

But in any case I repeat, we support but rec-
ognise that there may be some teething and difficul-
ties with it.  

Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
 

[Hon. Wayne N. M. Perinchief, in the Chair] 
 
The Chairman: Thank you very much, Mr. Moniz.  

Does any other Member wish to speak the 
Liquor Licence Amendment Act?  

I recognise the Honorable Mr. Wayne Furbert. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
The Honourable Member who just spoke . . . and I 
support this amendment. But apparently, from what he 
just said, there seems to be a loophole. In other 
words, a member who walks up to a membership 
club. . . . let’s use the Bermuda Yacht Club as an ex-
ample, can now . . . is it true that the owners of the 
club can say Well, you can't come in right now as a 
member, but you can come in as a guest of Mr. Smith, 
and use the facility for the next 48 hours? There ap-
pears to be a loophole right there. That is what I am 
hearing from the Honorable Member Trevor Moniz.  
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: No, I’m just saying if a mem-
ber walks up, and I walk up with him . . . Here is an 
example: I walk up with the Honorable Member, Mr. 
Trevor Moniz (who is a member of the Bermuda Yacht 
Club) and I am with him, and he says, Mr. Furbert you 
can become a member right now. And they say I can’t 
come in right now because I need 48 hours. Mr. Moniz 
says, Well, fine you can come in as a guest right now. 
And use the facilities for at least the next 48 hours 
until your membership arrives in the post. I am just 
wondering about . . . there is a loophole which Minis-
ter Moniz has just spelled out. Which a—  
 
The Chairman: It would appear the way the Bill is 
drafted, that that was specifically designed to plug that 
loophole.  

And I don’t think that would obtain. I believe 
that the 48-hour restriction would be absolute and 
non-conditional. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: But the Honourable Member 
says I am going as a guest. I was just wondering if I 
can come into the club as a guest. 
 

The Chairman: Well, if you address that to the Minis-
ter, perhaps he will answer that. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Sorry.  

I can go into the club as a guest and then . . . 
to me, that defeats the purpose. [INAUDIBLE 
15:13:21] don’t think membership that supports it. But 
now I can go in as a guest, which now alleviates those 
loopholes there.  

Also, I understand that he has 48 hours, but 
there are people out there who may take the chance 
of backdating their letter from the 14th to the 12th and 
whether that is a possibility that will take place and 
how will that be monitored?  

The last and the least— 
 
The Chairman: That would be an outright breach of 
the law, there would be a slighting of the law. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Yes.  

I’m just wondering whether $300 summary 
conviction fine is high enough to deter a membership 
club from actually doing things that are really against 
the law. But that is the question I would like to ask the 
Minister if he can answer it. 

Thank you. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you, Mr. Furbert.  

Does any other Member wish to speak to this 
Bill, The Liquor Licence Amendment Act?  

Yes, I recognise the Honourable Mr. Swan, 
Leader of the Opposition.  
 
Hon. Hubert (Kim) E. Swan: Mr. Chairman, I just 
think I need to bring this legislation back to what it is 
designed to do. I know I’m not the principal leader of 
this particular Bill.  

It is targeted at where the problems are in so-
ciety, where people are coming in clubs with knives, 
with guns, and risking other people’s lives.  

Now, I am very familiar that any club, Work-
man’s Club in particular, has a secretary and a presi-
dent and a membership roll, of which I declare my 
interests. I am a member of a Workman’s Club in this 
country, and I declare my other interests. I’ve actually 
managed a golf club for many years and grown up in 
and around private country clubs, semi-private clubs, 
and public facilities. So I am very familiar with what 
this is.  

On the whole, those particular clubs, you 
would think, are safe environments. They have rules. 
What we do have in Bermuda is that if I am going to 
hold a set and . . . I can take you back 20 years, 25 
years when we used to have membership to belong to 
Rangers and the 40 or whatever. If you were a mem-
ber you jumped the queue and you went straight in, 
and if you had a guest you brought a guest. Right?  

And what a club could do under the Liquor Li-
cence Act is sell a temporary membership to folks. So 



158 14 May 2010 Official Hansard Report 
 

 House of Assembly 

you would say, I’m charging you $25 or $50 to come 
into my set. And, all of a sudden, you are a member 
just for that particular time. But things are getting out 
of hand today, and it has come to this.  

Now, what my Honourable and Learned Mem-
ber, Mr. Moniz, was pointing out, Mr. Chairman, was 
that under any club a member of a club has the oppor-
tunity to bring with them a guest. The guest could very 
well be a member of his own family if he has a single 
membership. If he has a family membership his family 
could be included. He may want to bring his mother 
for dinner or bring his mother to a function or his 
friends or his family members, who then could either 
have a drink through [the member] or do it on their 
own. That is not unreasonable to expect.  

And we should not prevent people from com-
ing to a workman’s club from doing the same. How-
ever, what we have to do is to get zeroed in on what is 
really happening, Mr. Chairman, between the hours of 
10 o’clock and 5 o’clock in the morning. 
 
The Chairman: Honourable Mr. Swan, you must real-
ise that we are in Committee and we are discussing 
now specific clauses.  

I understand the general direction in which 
you are going, but if you would now zero in on specific 
clauses and speak to them. And if you wish then to 
ask a question or make a recommendation to that 
specific clause for a Member, please do so. 
 
Hon. Hubert (Kim) E. Swan: Yes, thank you.  

And I go back to what I was saying, when we 
discuss the principle of the Act, my only concern is for 
the workability of the 48-hour requirement. I see 
somewhat of a problem there.  

I know very well that, for instance, if police 
come in and have to raid a particular area, and they 
come there and the doors are locked and everybody 
says to you, Just stay exactly were you are and we 
are going to check membership, and the like, a person 
could be held accountable. The club could be held 
liable for that. I do see it being a little bit fuzzy, but the 
rules are laid out.  

Can the Acting Minister clarify whether or not 
this prevents a person from signing in persons as their 
guests during this 48-hour period? Also, if, in fact, I 
decide as a member of a club . . . I might be a mem-
ber of a Workman’s Club and decide I want to have 
my birthday party, and I don’t want it to start at 5. I get 
out of the House at 10 and I want it to start at 11 and 
go a little later. I promise to have music not playing 
too loud, that my guests do not have to be members 
of my club? That is the question I want to hear. That is 
what I have here with this 48-hour provision.  

I think that the intent of what we are trying to 
do is clear. But I think that we are not looking at the 
practicality of what we are trying to achieve there.  
Then, I also had question with regard to the training. I 
see with regard to. . . . and this is in clause 4 where it 

introduces a new 39B “Training for managers, super-
visors and persons. . . .” It says, “Within twelve 
months . . .” But as I alluded to earlier, Mr. Chairman, I 
would hope that the Act could be a little bit more spe-
cific because there will be a period between October 
and next March, which is within this 12-month period, 
which would be ideal when bars are a little bit slower; 
restaurants and the like, and it might be a suitable 
time, maybe, during the winter months when this train-
ing could take place.  

As I mentioned, I do see it coming in conjunc-
tion with the marketing aspects of distributors and the 
brands that feature quite prominently. in a lot of the 
those retail and club establishments.  

Thank you Mr. Chairman. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you very much Mr. Swan.  

Does any other Member wish to speak to the 
Liquor Licence Amendment Act 2010?  

If not, I will call on the Minister, the Honour-
able Zane De Silva, to reply. Thank you sir. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Thank you, Mr. Chairman.  

Starting from the back and working forward, I 
guess, just to answer the number one question by the 
opposition Leader was with the Workman’s Clubs and 
if he decided to have a birthday party, what will the 
deal be?  

Well, he will be happy to know, and I did men-
tion it in my brief, that all Workman’s Clubs were con-
sulted, and they didn’t have any problems whatsoever 
with this amendment.  
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Well, I’m just confirming 
that they were consulted, and they had no issues with 
it whatsoever. 

On another matter, we talked about the loop-
hole. Well, that is exactly what this amendment does. 
It closes the loophole. I think everyone in this place, 
and also in Bermuda, knows that the loophole we will 
close is a loophole where members join and they join 
en mass, and they enter an establishment with the 
sole purpose of causing trouble. And we have seen 
that throughout the last several years. That is the 
main loophole that we are closing with this change in 
legislation.  

And getting to the . . . and I think the names 
Bermuda Yacht Club, Royal Yacht Club, St. George’s 
and Cricket Clubs were mentioned. In a place like the 
Yacht Club and Royal Yacht Club and the Mid Ocean 
Club, as I think the Deputy Opposition Leader spoke 
to, you know when you sign in a guest in these estab-
lishments you are responsible for your guest. It is very 
unlikely, I think, that you are going to get a member at 
any of these clubs that were mentioned, whether the 
Yacht Club, Royal Yacht Club, St. George’s or Cricket 
Clubs, that are going to want to sign in 25 members at 
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a time. And, if they did, that particular member is re-
sponsible for their guests.  

So I think that we may be a little worried about 
that particular situation when, really, I don’t think there 
is much need to be. 
 
The Chairman: Just a minute, Minister.  

As someone who has looked at the Bill, and 
we do know that the Law is very specific, I have to ask 
this question based on even your statement: Will there 
be certain conditions applied that would allow that to 
happen? because it does happen in practice now.  

Is this Bill going to allow that to continue?  
I understand that there is a spirit of what we 

intend to do, but the specificity of the clauses, as I 
read it, avoid that. They do not allow them to happen.  

So I’m just asking you again if this is really go-
ing to happen, in fact.  
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Will let me say again, those 
clubs were consulted as well. And they did not have 
any issues with the amendment, Mr. Chairman.  

So, if the law has changed where they have 
members that they sign up, whether they be in Ber-
muda visiting or someone that may have a friend, they 
know what the new law is going to be. They have no 
issues with it whatsoever. So, to answer your question 
they will be liable to the new amendments like anyone 
else.  
 Mr. Chairman, the other note about our 
guests, because we do have, like the Gold Cup and 
we have visitors that come to Bermuda and they pull 
up, as you know, to St. George’s Dinghy Club and 
whatnot. But I would think that any establishment that 
has this type of activity that takes place, they know 
that the law is going to be changed because, again, 
they have been consulted. And I would certainly think 
that they would send out letters to all their partici-
pants. I’m sure that they have to send out entry forms 
for these types of events, or people who want to visit 
Bermuda, I believe they have to let Customs know 
ahead of time that they are going to be coming to 
Bermuda at a particular point in time.  

So, again, I think that it is up to individuals 
and organisations to make sure that those persons 
that will be affected by this amendment will have to 
take the necessary action with those persons that will 
obviously come in to enjoy some of the Bermudian 
flavor that we offer, Mr. Chairman. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you, very much Minister. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: On that, Mr. Chairman, 
again I thank Members for their input. And with that I 
would certainly ask that we move the preamble. 
 
The Chairman: Clauses 1 through 7 . . . Any objec-
tions?  

[Gavel] No objections. Agreed to.  

 
[Motion carried: Clauses 1 through 7 passed] 

 
The Chairman: Would you now move the preamble?  
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Yes, Mr. Chairman. I move 
that the Bill be reported to the House. 
 
The Chairman: Yes.  

Any objections that the Bill be reported to the 
house?  

No objections. 
[Gavel] Agreed to.  
 

[Motion carried: The Liquor Licence Amendment Act 
was considered and passed by a Committee of the 
whole House, and will be report to the House] 
 
The Chairman: Thank you very much Mr. Minister.  
 

House resumed at 3:27 pm 
 
[Hon. Dame Jennifer Smith, Deputy Speaker, in the 
Chair] 
 

REPORT ON BILL 
 

LIQUOR LICENCE AMENDMENT ACT 2010 
 
The Deputy Speaker: The Bill the Liquor Licence 
Amendment Act 2010 has been reported to the House 
as approved without amendment.  

Members agree with that report?  
[Gavel] Agreed to.  
 

[Motion carried: Report accepted] 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Items 3 and 4 on the Orders of 
the Day have not been down long enough. That takes 
us to item 5 and item 6, both of which are motions 
standing in the name of Dr. the Honourable E. F. 
Brown.  

Hand over? 
 
An Hon. Member: Yes all government business 
Madam Speaker. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Yes these are motions, 5 and 
6. The next item is item 7, down in the name of the 
Shadow Minister for Legislative Reform. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: That could be carried over. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: That can be carried over?  

The next one is in your name? 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Yes, carry it over, 
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The Deputy Speaker: That’s carried over as well. 
Thank you. That brings us to the end of the Orders of 
the Day.  

Minister De Silva? 
 

SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDER 14  
 

THIRD READING 
 

LIQUOR LICENCE AMENDMENT ACT 2010 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Yes, thank you, Madam 
Acting Speaker. I move that [Standing Order] 14 be 
suspended— 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Yes. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: —to enable me to move 
the Bill entitled The Liquor Licence Amendment Act 
2010 be now read the third time by its title only. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Yes.  

Does anyone object to that motion?  
No?  
[Gavel] Agreed to.  
Continue Minister. 

 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Madam acting speaker, I 
move that the Bill do now pass. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Agreed to.  

[Gavel]  
Continue. 

 
[Motion carried: Liquor Licence Amendment Act 2010 
read a third time and passed] 
 

SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDER 14  
 

THIRD READING 
 
POLICE AND CRIMINAL EVIDENCE AMENDMENT 

ACT 2010 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Madam acting speaker, I 
move that [Standing Order] 14 be suspended to en-
able me to move that the Bill entitled the Police and 
Criminal Evidence Amendment Act 2010, be now read 
the third time by its title only. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Any objection?  

[Gavel] Agreed to.  
Continue Minister. 

 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Madam acting speaker, I 
move that the Bill do now pass. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: You move that the Bill do now 
pass.  

Is there any objection?  
No?  
[Gavel] Agreed to. The Bill is now passed.  
 

[Motion carried: Police and Criminal Evidence 
Amendment Act 2010 read a third time and passed] 
 
 
The Deputy Speaker: The Chair recognises the Dep-
uty Premier and Minister of Finance, the Honourable 
and Learned Paula A. Cox. 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 
Hon. Paula A. Cox: Thank you Madam acting 
Speaker.  

I move that the House do now adjourn. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: So, we move that the House 
do now adjourn. Does any Member wish to speak on 
that motion?  

The Chair recognises Dr. E. G. Gibbons, the 
Representative for Paget East. Dr. Gibbons you have 
the floor. 
 

BERMUDA COLLEGE—COCO REEF LEASE 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Thank you Madam 
Deputy Speaker.  

Madam Deputy Speaker, going back about 
two or three months in February of this year, some of 
us were rather intrigued to see in the Annual Report of 
the Bermuda College, it was actually the 2008/2009 
Annual Report that was tabled in the House, in the 4th 
paragraph, one might even say buried in basically the 
section under the Board Chairman, Senator Brown . . . 
he reported there that, and I quote: “Protracted nego-
tiations with the government over the Coco Reef Hotel 
property lease have been successfully resolved.”  

Obviously, as you will know, Madam Deputy 
Speaker, that caught the attention of a number of us 
on this side of the House. Our concerns over the Coco 
Reef lease deal going back to 2003 are well docu-
mented.  

As a consequence of that particular an-
nouncement by Senator Brown, I followed up, or I 
should say, we on this side (but they were in my 
name) followed up with a series of parliamentary 
questions addressed to the Minister of Education, Mr. 
James, the Honourable Member, which sought to get 
a better understanding of what the renegotiated lease 
looked like, and, perhaps more importantly, would the 
Honourable Member table a copy of that renegotiated 
lease in the House.  

Some of the questions revolved around the 
issue of what were the specific changes from the prior 
2003 lease and what was the reason for those 
changes. Also, had Coco Reef, as a tenant preformed 
under the original lease, which required them to pay 
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rent in addition to reimbursing the College for such 
things as water, air-conditioning and utilities? And also 
they had an obligation to train hospitality students.  

It was a pretty straightforward series of ques-
tions. I think the one that obviously was of interest 
was: When would the lease actually be tabled in the 
House? because, certainly, it was in the public inter-
est. Certainly, when the College, the property, was 
originally bought back in the 1970s and Stonington 
was built in 1980 to train young Bermudians in the 
hotel trade, it was obviously at the time never envi-
sioned that the property would actually be leased off 
to a private enterprise.  

Nevertheless, as you know, Madam Deputy 
Speaker, that happened in 2003 just prior to the July 
election at the time.  

So, a fairly straightforward series of questions. 
And I have to say, I, we on this side, were rather 
stunned to hear back, we never got any formal reply, 
but to hear back through the House office, the Clerk’s 
office, that the Minister declined to answer the ques-
tions because essentially the College was its own en-
tity, in effect, and it was no business of the House to 
essentially oversee any lease of the property, which 
the College obviously was using up there.  

As I said, Madam Deputy Speaker, we never 
had a formal reply. But we were rather stunned to find 
out that the Minister actually refused—declined—to 
answer the questions at all.  

Madam Deputy Speaker, you will of course be 
aware, as are most Honourable Members, that the 
issue of the College comes up on a regular basis in 
this House, not only in the budget debates, but there 
have been a number of debates in this House related 
to both the Public Accounts Committee and also de-
bates of Members related to that original Coco Reef 
lease.  

So, we were certainly rather surprised to find 
that somehow we were being told that this House had 
no jurisdiction over what the College did with respect 
to the property.  

In fact, the most interesting part of it of course 
was that under section 2(3) of the Bermuda College 
Act, the Minister of Education is actually required to 
approve any leasing or disposition of property up 
there, and no leasing or disposition can take place 
without the approval of the Minister of Education. 
Which obviously puts it squarely under the auspices of 
Government, and squarely under the, I think, jurisdic-
tion of the House itself.  

The refusal, Madam Deputy Speaker, obvi-
ously raised a number of questions in our minds. I 
think the first question was: What is it that the Ministry 
of Education and the Government are trying to hide 
here? Because, clearly these are fairly straightforward 
questions. This is a public property up there that was 
originally acquired by the taxpayers in the form of the 
former government on behalf of the Bermuda College 

itself. And we were obviously very interested to try to 
get an understanding of precisely what was going on. 

It is even more interesting, Madam Deputy 
Speaker, because when the 2003 lease was actually 
signed, it was signed not necessarily on behalf of 
Bermuda College. And I have a copy of the lease 
here. The front of it says: “The Board of Governors, 
for the Bermuda College, acting for and on behalf of 
the Government of Bermuda.” And that is the lease to 
Coco Reef Resorts Limited, back in . . . and the date 
is the 12th of June 2003. 

Now, there are a number of issues, obviously, 
that I think the Auditor General raised in his special 
report back in June 2004. Madam Deputy Speaker, I 
don’t intend to go through all of those issues. They 
have been debated in the House before. But, cer-
tainly, suffice it to say there was a lot of controversy 
over that lease being signed. And I think that contro-
versy is still there today, because a number of us felt 
very strongly that that lease to a private facility be-
trayed the vision of the Bermuda College in order to 
satisfy the Coco Reef leasehold at the time.  

Now let me be quick to say that it is not Mr. 
Jefferis or the Coco Reef Resort itself that I am after 
here. Obvious my concern is with Government and 
what Government has done, not only back in 2003, 
but more recently as well.  

The fundamental issue that I would like to get 
to today, Madam Deputy Speaker, is the issue of un-
der what authority the Bermuda Government, the Pro-
gressive Labour Party Government, not only in 2003, 
but more recently, was able to provide a lease . . . 
because that is what the lease actually says essen-
tially, “for and behalf of the Government of Bermuda” 
to provide a lease to Coco Reef which exceeds 21 
years.  

How . . . under what authority, was the lease 
to Coco Reef Resort Ltd. given that exceeds 21 years, 
and I add this, without that lease coming back to the 
House?.  

Now, it is my understanding that when the 
lease was originally negotiated back in 2003, when 
the heads of agreement were originally sent out for 
tender (and I won’t go through that whole process but 
we all know that Mr. Jefferis and Coco Reef Resort 
were successful). The original lease specified 21 
years. The lease that was actually signed, and I have 
it here, specifies a term of 50 years.  

Now, what is interesting from my perspective 
(and this is history) is that at the time the Board of 
Governors did not approve the lease. It was signed by 
Mr. Raymond Tannock and Mr. Larry Mussenden, 
who were the Chairman and the Deputy Chairman of 
Bermuda College Board of Governors at the time. It 
was not seen by the College Board. But, more inter-
estingly, the final lease was apparently never run 
passed the Attorney General’s Chambers at all.  

And I refer to page 12, Madam Deputy 
Speaker, with your permission of the Auditor Gen-
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eral’s special report in April 2004. The Auditor General 
says: “Financial instructions specifically require con-
tracts of this size [meaning the Coco Reef lease] to be 
vetted by the Attorney General’s Chambers prior to 
signing. I have been unable to ascertain whether or to 
what extent the Attorney General’s Chambers was 
involved in the lease vetting process. I am still await-
ing a response from the Attorney General to a written 
inquiry dated March 2004 concerning this matter.”  

The Department of Tourism responds: “A rep-
resentative of the Attorney General’s Chambers was 
on the Transition Committee. The Attorney General’s 
Chambers may not have vetted and approved the final 
lease document, but the Attorney General’s represen-
tatives were part of the Transition Committee which 
developed the lease.” 

Why is the 21-year issue an interesting one? 
and the extension to 50 years?.  

Well, it is an interesting one for the simple 
reason that . . . Madam Deputy Speaker, you will 
know that a couple of years ago there were some 
amendments to two other quangos. One was the 
Bermuda Land Development Company, Base Lands 
Development Act 1996, another one was the West 
End Development Corporation Act 1982, and also to 
the Department of Works and Engineering.  

Those amendments actually provided the ba-
sis upon which Government (or a quango), WEDCO 
and Bermuda College were allowed to extend a lease 
beyond 21 years. And the requirement in all three 
cases (that is, Works and Engineering, West End De-
velopment Corporation and the Base Land Develop-
ment Act) actually had been there prior, but only could 
come about with the permission of the Minister [and] 
Cabinet. But, more importantly, any lease over 21 
years had to be approved by this Honourable House, 
Madam Speaker.  

So the question that really has been raised in 
our minds . . . and after we heard from the College 
Chairman that the 50-year lease from 2003 had now 
been extended to 120 years, and after looking into it a 
little bit more the question is: How was Government, 
how was Bermuda College, able to provide a lease to 
a private body . . . putting aside the morality of that, 
given what the land was properly supposed to be 
leased for in the first place, or at least acquired for— 
which was the training and the preparation of Ber-
muda College students for a career in hospitality in-
dustry—but how and under what authority was Gov-
ernment able (because that’s what the lease is signed 
on behalf of) to provide a lease which is over 21 
years?  

It does beg the question, Madam Deputy 
Speaker, as to who owns the property. That is obvi-
ously part of this. At lest one source has told me that 
the property is actually held, the deeds are held by 
Works and Engineering. Which wouldn’t surprise, I 
think, any of us, because Works and Engineering has 
traditionally been the landlord for Government. I don’t 

know this for a fact. But I think, obviously, it would be 
worth knowing whether the property was ever actually 
conveyed to the College itself. I don’t think it was. If it 
was, I think there would also be a proviso or it would 
not be necessary in this lease to have ‘acting for and 
on behalf of the Government of Bermuda,’ necessar-
ily. 

So I think that there are some very serious is-
sues here, Madam Deputy Speaker. I am asking 
these questions not only to the Minister of Education 
now, but also to the Minister of Education at the time, 
who, I understand, was the Honourable Member and 
Deputy Premier Paula Cox, who would have approved 
that original lease on behalf of Government.  

The Honourable Member is shaking her head. 
I don’t know whether it was her, per se. But I think that 
it was about her tenure. But, anyway, whoever the 
minister was at the time would have had to approve it. 
And, certainly, also the Minister today would have had 
to approve it as well. I think, certainly, if that lease was 
signed that would be Mr. James as well.  

But I do think it is a very interesting question 
as to whether that original lease, and certainly 
whether the extension to a 120 years, has been as it 
were given ultra vires, that is, given without the proper 
authority which would normally be required by this 
House.  

Certainly we understand that WEDCO, as of 
those amendments in 2006, can now lease property 
over 21 years. The Minister has to approve it, in the 
same way the Minister of Education has to approve a 
lease for Bermuda College. But it is very, very clear in 
all three pieces of legislation and the amendments 
thereto, that nothing over 21 years can be, essentially, 
given, authorized, leased without the expressed ap-
proval. of this Honourable House, Madam Speaker.  

Certainly— 
 
Hon. Paula A. Cox: Excuse me, Madam Chair, I think 
for the record— 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Point of order. 
 
Hon. Paula A. Cox: Yes, sorry, point of order— 
 
The Deputy Speaker: The Chair recognises the Dep-
uty Premier, the Honourable and Learned Paula A. 
Cox. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Hon. Paula A. Cox: —and also a point of order in 
terms of misrepresenting to the House.  

I think if Honourable Members are going to 
come up here and make allegations they should cer-
tainly have their facts straight.  

While Members can say on one hand that we 
changed Ministers after one year, two years, and then 
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ascribe to the term from about 2000 to 2003, Cabinet 
is collectively responsible. Certainly don’t say the 
2Minister of Education was Paula Cox in 2003 if it isn’t 
the truth.  
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Thank you, Madam 
Deputy Speaker.  

I appreciate that, Honourable Member. I was 
told that that Minister was the Education Minister at 
that time. I’m not sure who was if that Honourable 
Member wasn’t.  
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Well . . . the issue, 
Madam Deputy Speaker— 
 
[Inaudible interjections and general uproar] 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Madam Deputy 
Speaker all I can say with . . . Are we up to 9 or is it 10 
Ministers at this point? 
 
[Inaudible interjections and general uproar] 
  
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: The important is-
sue— 
 
[Inaudible interjections and general uproar continues] 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: The important issue, 
Madam Deputy Speaker, is that according to the Ber-
muda College Act, the Minister of Education—at the 
time—had to approve that lease, and according to the 
Bermuda College Act the Minister of Education—at 
this time—needs to approve that lease as well. 
 But the more fundamental question I am ask-
ing is: Under what authority was the Government able 
to provide a lease over 21 years without violating the 
spirit and the legislative structure which is in place for 
all other Government properties? That is the funda-
mental question.  

I appreciate your patience, Madam Deputy 
Speaker. And in closing I will say that I will certainly 
be following this up with the Auditor General as well. I 
am talking about the present one, not the former one. 
That former Honourable Member certainly had battles 
to fight over this particular issue.  

Thank you Madam Deputy Speaker. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you Doctor Gibbons.  

The Chair recognises Mrs. Louise Jackson, 
Representative from Pembroke South West. Mrs. 
Jackson you have the floor. 
 

                                                      
2 Also see Statement by Hon. Paula A. Cox, page 174 

RENOVATIONS AT FAIRVIEW COURT MAWI 
 
Mrs. Louise A. Jackson: Thank you.  

I am going to talk about a few concerns that 
we have about apparent mismanagement within the 
Health Ministry. And I am going to start off with the 
renovations at Fairview Court, at MAWI  
 This is something that started in December of 
2007, and was expected to be completed in six 
months. And now we hear that the completion date is 
going to be August 2010. This is very unacceptable, 
particularly to the patients who have been displaced 
for two and a half years, hoping that they would only 
be out of their quarters for six months. And it is also a 
waste of Government’s money, the country’s money, 
$6 million and counting.  

The project does not look as though it will be 
finished for quite awhile, though the date has been put 
down as August 2010.  

The biggest concern beyond the loss of this 
significant amount of money is the fact that these 
mentally challenged patients again have been dis-
placed. They have been moved many, many times to 
many, many places. They have been split up. They 
have reached the point now where they don’t know 
where home actually is. This is a sad situation, but it is 
this Government’s way of handling mentally chal-
lenged patients that really concerns many people in 
the community.  

I will go all the way back to Hope Homes. That 
was such a sordid situation, which lasted for so many 
months. And, again, these were mentally challenged 
adults who were not able to speak for themselves. 
Many of them did not have people who could speak 
for them. And I’m not going to go back through what 
they went through. But it was not a pretty picture, as 
you all know. 
 Then we have Orange Valley. Again, mentally 
challenged adults not able to speak for themselves. 
They have one or two parents who have been speak-
ing loudly and clearly trying to get their situation 
changed. They were promised by this Government at 
least seven years ago that they would have accom-
modations which were comfortable, and actually a 
place where they could perhaps live, because they 
are there from 9 am to 5 pm, or a full day, in comfort.  

They are in a renovated assembly hall, which 
is not the proper place to put people like that. Again, 
no one cares. They were promised. They were thrown 
out, put out of the place where they were which was 
accommodated to them. They were actually told that 
they would have a proper place to go by, I guess, 
about the fourth Minister down. We have had at least 
four Ministers since then. And nothing has happened.  

But I want to talk now about Fairview Court. 
This is totally unacceptable. Who was managing this 
project?  
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Who is the person in charge? I think that I 
know who that is. And I am wondering, again, just why 
this has happened.  

When is it going to be dealt with? And who is 
going to deal with the person who mismanaged this 
situation?  

 
HOSPITALIST PLAN 

 
Mrs. Louise A. Jackson: Going on to another mis-
managed situation. Something, again, that is causing 
the cost of healthcare to rise. And it is coming out of 
our hospital system. That is the Hospitalist Plan.  

I have been told that the Hospitalists are paid 
$20,000 a month, plus their living expenses. And I 
want to tell you that the team of Hospitalists that circle 
a patient down there at the hospital certainly don’t 
number one or two. So we are talking about a group 
of people very often four, five, six doctors who are 
getting this salary, or more.  

I want you to compare the cost of what we 
had before the Hospitalist programme, when GPs, 
who, by the way, patients understood and the doctor 
understood what was wrong with them; hours did not 
have to be spent trying to bring this new person up to 
scratch with what is wrong with you. But I’ll leave that 
part alone. I am just talking about the money—the 
money we are spending.  
This money for these Hospitalists—at $20,000 a 
month, plus living expenses—is passed on to the in-
surance company. And that, of course, is then passed 
on to us—people who are paying health insurance. 
This is a big part of what is going on today. We have 
to stop and look at these situations that are taking this 
cost up.  
 
HOSPITAL—NEW FOOD CARTS AND NEW SALAD 

BAR 
 
Mrs. Louise A. Jackson: Now, some of the things I 
am getting ready to talk about, Madam Acting 
Speaker, are not only mismanagement but just down-
right stupidity. We have food carts—brand new food 
carts—that are going into the hospital. These food 
carts are going to have refrigeration so that you will 
receive your cold food cold, and you will get your hot 
food and it’s hot, which is a wonderful thing and I am 
very pleased to hear that they are doing this.  

But, guess what, Madam Acting Speaker, they 
did not take the time to find out that the electrical ser-
vice required by that appliance was incompatible with 
the supply locally here in Bermuda. 
 
[Laughter] 
 
An Hon. Member: Say it isn’t so.  
 
Mrs. Louise A. Jackson: Say it isn’t so. It is so! 
Which means, of course, that all of those food carts 

have to be changed, fixed in some way? Somebody 
dropped the ball. 

Now the second part of those food carts is not 
funny. And that is they are too large to really comply 
with fire regulations in the hallway of the hospital.  

Now where are they going to store them? And 
who supplied those and what were they thinking? 

Well, I’ll go on, there is more Madam Speaker, 
there is more.  

They have a new salad bar for the cafeteria. 
However, they forgot that it was too big to get through 
the door. So, they had to knock out windows, doors, 
walls, at great expense to get this through the build-
ing, get it into the building for the cafeteria. Again, 
great expenses.  

And who is paying for it? Everybody. We are 
talking about the rising cost of health care. 

I will go on. There is more.  
 

HOSPITAL ADMINISTRATIVE OFFICES 
 
Mrs. Louise A. Jackson: As you all know the fifth 
floor of the hospital, which is the floor for administra-
tion, was outfitted (we’ve talked about this before, I’ve 
talked about it) at great expense so that the adminis-
trators, the CEO and all the rest of them, would have 
very comfortable places. Oh, yeah, I mean these of-
fices are really fit for CEOs.  

Meanwhile the patients downstairs, as you 
know, in the wards were in substandard conditions, 
which are being changed now. But taxpayers are pay-
ing for that.  

Now, this is what happened. It was very hot in 
there because they had forgotten or didn’t put the so-
lar tinting on the windows. So they decided, because 
they were getting so hot that they would put solar tint-
ing on the windows. But guess what? They put it on 
the inside of the windows, instead of the outside of the 
windows. So, Madam Acting Speaker, the heat got 
trapped between the tint and the glass, and the glass 
shattered—cracked, broke.  

So, we—the taxpayers again (talk about the 
rising cost of health care)—had to replace the win-
dows at our expense, at the taxpayers’ expenses. 
 
An Hon. Member: Enormous waste! 
 

HOSPITAL—ONCOLOGY DEPARTMENT RENO-
VATIONS 

 
Mrs. Louise A. Jackson: I want to talk about the on-
cology department’s renovations. A wonderful . . . I 
was there for the opening, very pleased, very happy to 
see that cancer patients had a comfortable place to 
go. They did not have to run all over the hospital from 
pillar to post. They were able to have one place and 
this was fine. Everybody was very happy about it. And 
I thought what a good use of the taxpayers’ money. 
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Now I understand . . . And if I told you what 
that cost [was] I am sure that you would be very, very 
surprised. But I’m not even going to go there, because 
money meant nothing . . . not for cancer patients.  

Well, would you believe it? They are going to 
tear all of that down, demolish it— 

 
Some Hon. Members: No! 
 
Mrs. Louise A. Jackson: —to make way for the new 
hospital.  

Now they knew that they were going to build 
this new hospital. We have been talking about building 
a new hospital for what? . . . Eight, ten years? Long 
time.  

Why would you, about a year or so ago, put in 
over a million dollars worth of renovations in a place 
that you know you are going to tear down? Does this 
make any sense?  
 
An Hon. Member: What were they thinking? 
 

HOSPITAL—SALARIES AT  
 
Mrs. Louise A. Jackson: What were they thinking?  

I want to also talk about salaries at the hospi-
tal. I want to talk about the fact that we are paying for 
consultants, as you know, millions of dollars to Kurron. 
They are supposed to be giving us direction, although 
I wonder when I see things like Fairview Court, two 
and half year job. Again, if they are concerned with 
that then I am really wondering if we should be asking 
for our money back.  

Going on with the salaries: People who are 
not only working for Kurron but Greenley and the oth-
ers, what kind of salary are they getting, plus their ex-
penses, and some of them working only three days a 
week.  

I said this before, but you have your Chief of 
Staff, a person that I would think should be on full-time 
duty, making an enormous amount of money for work-
ing only three days. This really has to be looked at. Is 
this going to go on forever? Is this a life tenure that he 
has? What is the succession plan?  

And I plan to ask these as parliamentary 
questions. But I’m going to ask them now for the pub-
lic to think about. What is the succession plan for our 
CEO? the man who is running the hospital. I can be-
lieve that he is supposed to be here until the hospital 
is finished, because he did start the new hospital, and 
perhaps that is the plan. But at least let us know 
something.  

What is the succession plan for the Chief of 
Staff? the three-day-a-week man.  
 
An Hon. Member: Three days? 
 
Mrs. Louise A. Jackson: Three days. That is the 
Chief of Staff. Nice work if you can get it.  

 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Mrs. Louise A. Jackson: What are the succession 
plans for these people? 
 

FUTURECARE 
 
Mrs. Louise A. Jackson: I am going to go on to how I 
feel, [how] the United Bermuda Party feels, I should 
say, about the rising cost of healthcare. This is some-
thing which is impacting badly on the little man (I’m 
going to call him the little man), the working class 
man. And I’m also going to put a word in for the sen-
iors. These are the people that it’s really, really hitting. 
No one can give us any answers. I asked the Minister 
of Health why there were two different prices, fees, for 
FutureCare and I haven’t gotten an answer from the 
man yet. There is no answer— 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Point of order, Madam— 
 
The Deputy Speaker: There’s a point of order, hold 
on Mrs. Jackson. 

The Chair recognises Minister Zane De Silva. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Madam Acting Speaker, 
you know, the Honourable Member . . . I’ve listened, 
like everyone else on this side, for the last 25 minutes. 
Having just arrived at the House in the last 20 minutes 
or so the Honourable Member must have been, you 
know, just compiling some notes that maybe she 
dreamed up in cloud Lu-Lu Land.  

She’s— 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Minister, the point of order. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: The point of order is that 
that particular point, the Honourable Member said that 
she had not received any answers— 
 
An Hon. Member: That’s not a point of order. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: —with regard to Future-
Care and the cost that the seniors are now paying. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Madam Acting Speaker 
that point has been driven home time and time again. 
And if the Honourable Member has missed that, there 
is a meeting on Monday night at Somerset, well publi-
cised, and another on Tuesday night going to be down 
the East End for the Honourable Member. I’m sure 
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she can find out if she’s missed the other million times 
it’s been stated in this House. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Minister, you could have said 
that on the motion to adjourn when you got up to 
speak. 
 Continue Mrs. Jackson. 
 
Mrs. Louise A. Jackson: Thank you.  

I have this to say Madam Acting Speaker, and 
that is that the answer has not been given to the peo-
ple of Bermuda why there are two different costs—
one $300, one $600—for two groups of people and 
why some people, same service—the exact same 
service, and why one group of people is not insured at 
all.  

Do you know that in any other country people 
would have gotten up on their feet and said some-
thing—more than words, I can assure you—but they 
are fearful of retaliation or they might be taken off the 
plan altogether. 

But I’m standing here to say that you cannot 
get any answers from this Minister. Whenever he ap-
pears he doesn’t speak, he turns us over to his Per-
manent Secretary. When he is on television or radio, 
it’s the Permanent Secretary that speaks. He is not 
giving any answers to the people of this country—
maybe because he just doesn’t know the answers. 
But the questions go unanswered. 

Now, I’ll go on from there to say that the rising 
cost, again, is hitting the little man, the working man, 
and the seniors. And putting anything in place like that 
which isn’t thought out, that we as taxpayers have to 
pay for—again, Kurron at $1.3 million that our taxpay-
ers’ money went to to roll out and control FutureCare 
has got to be the biggest waste of money I know 
about.  

If this was their suggestion that this Future-
Care plan would have two different sets of fees for the 
premiums for the same benefit, if it would exclude 
people according to their age, it is discriminatory, it is 
unaffordable, and it is unfair. 
 Thank you very much. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you Mrs. Jackson.  
 I recognise Mr. Wayne Furbert, representative 
for Hamilton West. 
 Mr. Furbert you have the floor. 
 

FUTURECARE 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Thank you Madam Acting 
Speaker. 
 We can all see that the Honourable Member 
was home for awhile, and we see now why she was 
home—writing a long speech of what she was going 
to say on the motion to adjourn.  

But I keep on getting confused when the Hon-
ourable Member stands up and speaks about Future-

Care, particularly when I keep on challenging the Op-
position on what would seniors be paying under their 
plan. Under the Government’s plan we understand the 
seniors are paying $300 and some are paying $600. 
But, to date, Madam Acting Speaker, the Opposition 
has not told the country what. seniors would be paying 
under their plan. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: They would not, Madam Act-
ing Speaker, they would not be telling the numbers. 
What I keep on hearing them saying, Madam Acting 
Speaker— 
 
[Gavel] 
 
The Deputy Speaker: I’m trying to listen to Mr. Fur-
bert.  
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: What I keep on hearing them 
saying— 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Mr. Furbert is speaking to the 
Chair. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: —is that, it’s going to break 
the country, which implies that the charges to the sen-
iors will be much higher. And, to me, the seniors will 
be still paying between $1200 and $1500 a month 
based on the Opposition’s plan. But if they have an 
idea what they’ll be paying, come out and tell the 
country.  
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: It’s not about being the Gov-
ernment, Madam Acting Speaker, it’s about telling the 
country what they would do, if they were Government.  

But since they are not Government but they 
just continually criticise on and on and on, and I think 
the country’s getting tired of it. At least I am. And the 
people out there are getting tired of it and posts 
clearly say that they are tired of the Opposition just 
complaining. Come out and tell the country what 
would the seniors be paying under the plan. 

Most seniors I’ve spoken to clearly tell me 
they’re quite happy with the $300 and $600, and we 
understand why there’s a difference; because, at first 
the Minister said that the $300 was for those who 
were under the HIP. It was clear; those on the HIP 
pay $300. Going forward in the second year we’re 
going to work on a plan, first group, and they’ll be pay-
ing $600. And the Minister will come back next year 
and cover the rest of the people. It’s been very clear 
to me but they confuse the issue over and over again. 
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BERMUDA’S AIRCRAFT REGISTRY 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: And that brings me to my 
question about the aircraft registry. I’ve read and I’ve 
listened very carefully to the Opposition about the air-
craft registry and I’m trying to figure out where they’re 
coming from.  

To me, they’re complaining about nothing, to-
tally nothing, Madam Acting Speaker. Why do people 
set up their aircraft in Bermuda under the registry? 
Quite simple. Normally, when individuals buy a plane, 
they’re either leasing it or financing it some way or the 
other, and so the lessor or the finance people want it 
to be set up in a secure place. So they set up a com-
pany to hold the asset of that particular vehicle, which 
is the aircraft, and they look for a safe jurisdiction, a 
jurisdiction they can trust with a legal structure to 
place the asset. 

Madam Acting Speaker, I was the Minister of 
Transport at the time when the Soviet Union brought 
their aircrafts into our registry. We were involved in 
negotiations. At that time ten aircrafts, I think they 
were 737s from Boeing that came into the registry. 
Bermuda has a good registry, under the former Gov-
ernment and now under the current Government. So I 
get confused why they’re trying to make a deal out of 
this particular registry.  

I remember arriving in Seattle to do the sign-
ing and the Chairman of Boeing was there and the 
Chairman of I think it was Airflut . . . Airflottle. . . 
 
An Hon. Member: Aeroflot. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Aeroflot. And the Chairman 
was the grandson of Boris Yeltsin . . . son-in-law, 
sorry, of Boris Yeltsin, who was at that time the Presi-
dent of the [Russian Soviet Federative Socialist Re-
public]. So we met. They arrived in a stretch limousine 
and I arrived in a blue bus, I remember those days. 

So, Madam Acting Speaker, the aircraft regis-
try has been run well over the years. Yes, as a former 
auditor, and the Honourable Member Terry Lister and 
the Honourable Member Patricia Gordon-Pamplin, 
who have also performed audits, we always tried to 
find some reason why we wanted to put down on our 
audit report, you know, to kind of help with the fees, 
but there are very few audits that you’ll find where a 
person— 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: —there are very few audits 
that you’ll find— 
 
Mrs. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Point of order, 
Madam Acting Speaker. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Just a minute, Mr. Furbert. A 
point of order has been called. 

 The Chair recognises Mrs. Gordon-Pamplin. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Imputing improper motive] 

 
Mrs. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: The Honourable 
Member is imputing improper motive and I would ask 
that he withdraw that. I will not have him malign my 
integrity in that regard. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Madam Acting Speaker, I did 
not malign her integrity; I was trying to say that . . . I 
did not say her, I just said she’d recall.  

I have never seen an audit report where there 
have not been some types of complaints on weak-
nesses. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Well that’s a much better way 
of putting it— 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Yes. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: —because you were implying 
some very nefarious things. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: There has never been an 
audit report that I’ve seen that there hasn’t been any 
forms of weaknesses, whether you audit one year, the 
second year, the third year— 
 
The Deputy Speaker: There is no perfection— 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: —all those kinds of weak-
nesses— 
 
The Deputy Speaker: —one can always find some 
improvement. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: —so you can talk to the 
company going forward. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Yes. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: So, you know, it’s not un-
usual that if there was an audit done on the aircraft 
registry and they said, Well, you need more staff, well 
the Government works hard and was able to put more 
staff in place.  

And, as the Premier said this morning, you 
cannot go in the street and find individuals who are 
doing that type of survey. They’re not out there. We 
have been training Bermudians over the years, but 
most of the time we have gone overseas to find these 
individuals to do the surveys. 
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So all I’m saying is that all this thing coming 
from the Opposition about the aircraft registry, to me, 
is about nothing. I don’t know who has been advising 
them to speak on that issue, but it’s not a political is-
sue, it doesn’t make sense, they’re not scoring any 
points on it—it just doesn’t make any sense at all. 

 So, I would advise the Opposition to pick an-
other issue to come forward with—stick with some-
thing . . . I understand the Shadow Minister of Health 
continues to beat the issue on the seniors, which is 
becoming boring, it’s not making any sense at all. I’m 
asking the Opposition once again—in front of the 
whole of Bermuda, in front of the whole world on 
CNN, whoever’s listening to me—to come forward and 
tell this country what would their plan be for health-
care. 

What would their plan be for healthcare? 
What would the cost be? Coming forward, what would 
the seniors be paying for under their plan?.  

And until we hear from the Opposition what 
the cost would be, I would suggest to them to stay 
quiet because they have no plan. 
 Thank you, Madam Acting Speaker. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you Mr. Furbert. 
 The Chair recognises Mr. E. T. (Bob) Rich-
ards, the representative for Devonshire East. 
 Mr. Richards you have the floor. 
 
Mr. Everard T. (Bob) Richards: Thank you Madam 
Acting Speaker. 
 I think I need to come to my Honourable col-
league’s rescue here when it comes to the couple of 
points that he made.  
 
[Laughter] 
 

FUTURECARE 
 
Mr. Everard T. (Bob) Richards: He asked about the 
cost of FutureCare. The point is that . . . the problem 
that we have is that no one knows the cost of Future-
Care—no one. The Minister doesn’t seem to know. I 
mean, we know what seniors are being charged, but 
that is not the cost of FutureCare.  

You know, there’s no one that’s going to tell 
me that their premium has covered the whole cost of 
what they’re getting—it’s not. The difference between 
what they’re paying and what it costs is going through 
the public purse and we don’t know what that is. So 
don’t— 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: A point of order Madam Act-
ing Speaker. I don’t recall— 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Point of order, Mr. Furbert? 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
(Clarification) 

 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: —if the Member misunder-
stood me saying what the total cost for FutureCare 
was—he misunderstood me. 
 
An Hon. Member: Oh, he understood. 
 
Mr. Everard T. (Bob) Richards: I understood. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: But what I really was trying 
to say was to ask the Opposition what would be the 
price they would be charging seniors under their 
plan—that’s what I meant to say, if it was misunder-
stood. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you Mr. Furbert.  
 Mr. Richards you have the floor. 
 
Mr. Everard T. (Bob) Richards: Thank you very 
much.  

We will determine that once we determine the 
cost, because nobody knows the cost and, therefore, 
it would only be a fool who would say what it costs 
without actually determining what the cost is. So, we 
don’t know what the cost is, the Government doesn’t 
seem to know what the cost is—certainly the Honour-
able Mr. Furbert doesn’t know what the cost is. So he 
can’t put it on us that we’re not saying how much it 
costs because that is one of those unknown things 
that would be very nice for the taxpayer to know what 
FutureCare is actually costing them.  

But we don’t know what it costs and we ha-
ven’t seen anything to give us any idea what it costs 
and that—that, Madam Acting Speaker—is the prob-
lem. That is the problem. So, in a kind of perverse 
way, the Honourable Mr. Furbert has actually put his 
finger on it (or maybe some other digit of his body, I 
don’t know). But, he certainly has reversed into the 
whole thing . . . we don’t know what the cost is and, 
therefore, these premiums that are being charged 
seniors do not seem to relate to anything. And so 
that’s the issue there. 
 Now, let’s move on . . . and, of course, the 
Honourable Member seemed to make a connection 
between that and the air registry—and quite frankly, I 
don’t know what the connection is. But, anyway, let’s 
move on to the aircraft registry. 
 

BERMUDA’S AIRCRAFT REGISTRY 
 
Mr. Everard T. (Bob) Richards: The Honourable 
Member seemed to think that audit reports are there 
to be ignored. You know, all audits are there and they 
find fault and, therefore, you should ignore them. Well, 
the issue here— 
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Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Point of order, Madam Act-
ing Speaker. I did not say that audit reports need to 
be— 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Wait a minute—point of order, 
Mr. Furbert. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: I did not say that audit re-
ports need to be ignored—I did not say that. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: No you did not.  

Mr. Richards, he did not say that. 
 
Mr. Everard T. (Bob) Richards: Thank you very 
much. He didn’t say that—let me rephrase what I said. 
He implied that these are things that auditors throw in 
there and they’re not worth considering seriously— 
 
The Deputy Speaker: No, he said he’s never seen an 
audit report that did not contain some recommenda-
tions for improvement—that’s what he said. 
 
Mr. Everard T. (Bob) Richards: All right.  
The issue here, Madam Acting Speaker, is the issue 
of safety. We’re not talking about auditing financial 
statements where somebody can make a complaint or 
an observation that something could be better. We’re 
talking about planes that fly in the sky and it if they’re 
not properly maintained or properly operated they can 
crash and kill people.  
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Mr. Everard T. (Bob) Richards: Yes, as my col-
league said in the background, it’s not a coffee shop. 

And there clearly has to be a ratio between 
the number of aircraft on an aircraft registry and the 
number of technical people who are going to inspect 
those aircraft and—which is something that seems to 
be totally missed by all Members, even the Premier 
who is responsible for this—that the aircraft registry in 
Bermuda is not just responsible for “air-worthiness,” 
the staff in Bermuda also have oversight for “air op-
erations.” 

And while there are people that we have con-
tracted to look at air operations around the world on 
aircraft that are registered with us, Bermuda has an 
oversight responsibility to supervise them. And, as I 
understand it, that is the area that is a) most technical 
and b) that we have the greatest shortage of in terms 
of staff available to supervise air operations.  

I will remind you, Madam Acting Speaker, that 
it wasn’t that long ago that we had an aircraft in Rus-
sia that crashed because the pilot was drunk. Now, 
that comes under air operations, flight operations. The 
fact that a pilot is drunk, a plane crashes, people die—

that comes back to us. We have a contingent respon-
sibility as it relates to that.  

So, the fact that we have a shortage of re-
sources to fulfill our responsibilities has a direct im-
pact upon on the safety of— 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: A point of order, Madam 
Acting Speaker. 
 
Mr. Everard T. (Bob) Richards: —passengers of 
planes under the registry— 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Hold on, Mr. Richards, we 
have a point of order. 
 The Chair recognises Minister DeSilva. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Madam Acting Speaker the 
Honourable Member is misleading the House.  

When he says that we have a responsibility, 
he talked about the pilot being drunk. We register air-
lines, we don’t register the pilots— 

 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: —aircrafts, thank you. We 
don’t register the pilots. They are under a different 
responsibility mechanism, not the register that we look 
after. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you Minister DeSilva. 
 Mr. Richards you may resume. 
 
Mr. Everard T. (Bob) Richards: Madam Acting 
Speaker, the Honourable Member who just spoke is 
categorically wrong!  
 
Some Hon. Members: Wrong! 
 
Mr. Everard T. (Bob) Richards: Categorically wrong!  

Our air registry covers two things, it covers 
air-worthiness, which is the condition of the aircraft 
and we have a supervisory responsibility for flight op-
erations. We have somebody who’s working there 
now, whose job it is to supervise flight operations.  

So, you can’t tell me that’s not our responsibil-
ity—we already have somebody who does that. So 
this gentleman is totally uninformed— 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Point of order. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Hold on. Hold on. Remember, 
you’re speaking to the Chair and there’s nothing 
wrong with my ears. 
 
Mr. Everard T. (Bob) Richards: My apologies. 
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The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. I will recognise the 
point of order from Minister DeSilva. 
 Minister DeSilva you have the floor. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Madam Acting Speaker, 
the Honourable Member is totally wrong and I would 
advise him to do some homework because we are not 
responsible for the employees that operate those 
planes and what they do. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you Minister.  

You may resume Mr. Richards. 
 
Mr. Everard T. (Bob) Richards: I have to educate the 
Honourable Minister here Madam Acting Speaker— 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Let’s not go back and forth ad 
nauseam. 
 
Mr. Everard T. (Bob) Richards: I’m making my point.  

My point is that there are people who super-
vising flight operations and then we in Bermuda su-
pervise them. We supervise the supervisors—that’s 
what we do. That is part of what is done in Bermuda in 
the air registry.  

The Honourable Member is a Minister of this 
Government. I know that he is not Minister of this par-
ticular department, but it behoves him to find out the 
facts about what Bermuda is responsible for before he 
comes here and misleads the public. 

Now, when we talk about the lack of re-
sources to fulfill our responsibilities on the air registry, 
it is a very serious matter. It is a serious matter for 
safety of the fleet of aircraft and the flight operations 
that come under the Bermuda umbrella. So we are not 
trying to play politics here; we are actually trying to 
make sure that we fulfill our responsibilities so that 
this aircraft register can grow.  

You can’t have a registry that grows from 100-
odd aircraft to 500 aircraft and not have the appropri-
ate additional resources to continue to have the 
planes and the operations that result from that to fly in 
the kind of safety that is required. I can understand 
why Her Majesty’s Government would have some 
concern if, as they see it, they have some kind of un-
derwriting responsibility for what we do— ultimate un-
derwriting responsibility. So they expressed their con-
cerns. This is all fine.  

The problem here, Madam Acting Speaker, 
was that the Honourable Premier went on a whole 
different tack. Today he came to us with a laundry list 
of things that the Government was doing to try to rec-
tify the situation.  

Last week he told us about some sort of 
power play between Her Majesty’s Government and 
the Bermuda’s Government, but that was not it at all. 
What happened here is we had an audit. We were 

shown to be behind the curve. And there was an ex-
pression of concern that being behind the curve was 
resulting in some problems with safety. And I am glad 
to hear that the Government is taking these efforts to 
bring themselves in line with international standards. 
That is a good thing.  

But we were certainly misled in this situation 
last week where it looks as though the Premier was 
trying to pick a fight with the UK Government.  

Thank you. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Mr. Richards.  

The Chair recognises Mrs. Patricia J. Gordon-
Pamplin, the Representative for Paget West.  

Mrs. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin you have the 
floor.  
 

BERMUDA’S AIRCRAFT REGISTRY 
 
Mrs. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Thank you Madam 
Acting Speaker.  

I too would like to make reference to the Pre-
mier’s report concerning his trip to Russia and the 
findings of the aircraft registry that we operate here.  

The one thing that I was most disappointed 
with in the Premier’s representation this morning was 
his comment that indicated that we are not noncom-
pliant; however, it is only an audit that would highlight 
the fact that there are areas which would require im-
provement. And it is that statement with which I have 
grave difficulty. 

There was a time, historically, when opera-
tions . . . there would be a business plan that was ad-
vanced for a company, a corporation or any entity. 
The terms and conditions that were outlined in that 
business plan were those things that the company or 
entity would strive towards. And once it had achieved 
it, it felt that it had arrived. An auditor would come in 
and make an observation. They might say, As a result 
of us looking at one area of your operations we find 
that there is something that is deficient. Not because 
your business plan on the face of it may have been 
deficient, but because in time things change. 

So, it is not simply an audit only that can high-
light deficiencies in things that need to be required. 
There is something in the new advent of how busi-
nesses operate called “enterprise risk management.” 
And through robust enterprise risk management one 
can very easily see that changing conditions—which 
are external to the initial plan and programme that 
came into place—are now prevailing. And as a result 
the enterprise has to take the necessary steps in or-
der to be able to bring itself back to the cutting edge.  

We see that, Madam Acting Speaker, in the 
case of the Bermuda Monetary Authority (BMA).  

The world is changing and the Authority, 
through the tentacles of its associates, is doing its 
best to keep up and to stay on the cutting edge of that 
which is required to allow Bermuda to remain a good, 
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pristine destination that is the envy of the world in the 
business arena. That is what we call enterprise risk 
management. 

To say that you are going to sit back and wait 
. . .  and I do have to acknowledge that the BMA was 
not always in this position. It took the IMF review that 
came and had a look at what the BMA was doing—
and discovered some of its shortcomings, warts and 
all—to make the BMA recognise that they needed to 
be a little bit more robust in how they managed their 
operations. But, as time has gone on since the initial 
IMF review, the BMA has taken steps through its en-
terprise risk management to ensure that they remain 
on the cutting edge.  

It is no different than that with respect to the 
aircraft registry. So, for the Premier to suggest that 
only an audit can highlight the things that need to be 
done better tells me that either there is a lack of basic 
understanding or, if one understands the new con-
cept, that somebody is falling asleep at the wheel. 

When we have the type of exchange that the 
Premier alluded to and was concerned about in terms 
of the letter that he received from Government House 
indicating that the British were concerned that this 
was a revenue-raising exercise, I believe that all of us 
on this side have to challenge the British and say, 
What else would we be in, other then the ability to 
raise revenue?  

. But when you raise money on the one hand 
there is an equal and opposite responsibility on the 
other hand to do that which must be done. And the 
British have every right to be concerned because they 
are contingently liable for anything if it goes wrong. If 
we are not able to fulfill our responsibilities as a British 
Overseas Dependent Territory they have a contingent 
liability. So they have every right to be concerned. 

I hope that the Premier does not just assume 
that because there are questions and concerns which 
emanate from this side of the House that it is auto-
matically an assumption that challenges the manner in 
which Government goes about their operations. 

The one thing that we have noticed time and 
time again in this Honourable House, Madam Acting 
Speaker, is that the Premier seems to take great pride 
and pleasure in saying, They don’t know. They are 
under informed, referring to us. But if there are things 
that represent what the Government is doing on be-
half of the people of Bermuda, the people ought to 
know. This is not some Cabinet secret that is going on 
here.  

If the Premier can stand . . . and many times 
we find that lots of information that, perhaps in my 
estimation, ought to come to this Honourable House 
actually in fact goes to the public by way of press con-
ferences, and then we may or may not hear about it 
by way of Ministerial Statements, which in and of itself 
I deem to be a little disrespectful . . . but that is an-
other story for another day. I think that it is very, very 
important that such information is shared so that the 

alarm with which we address problems as they mani-
fest, that we are able to diffuse it.  

We work in this Honourable House together. 
Notwithstanding that we are on the opposite sides of 
the aisle. Every one of us who sits here and exposes 
himself to the vagaries of politics has the best inter-
ests of this country at heart. And, as such, Madam 
Acting Speaker, we would want to ensure that infor-
mation is exchanged so that we are knowledgeable.  

So for the Government and the Premier to 
have an attitude that says They don’t know, I think 
that is seriously a black eye and an indictment on the 
manner in which the Government operates, because 
there should be no secrets when you are spending 
Government money. I can understand confidentiality 
in Cabinet negotiations. I cannot understand secrets 
when you are using the publics’—the taxpayers’—
money in order to achieve your end.  

That is what I wished to say respecting that. 
Now, I would also like to follow on with re-

spect to the comment made by the Honourable Mem-
ber, Wayne Furbert. I think when he says “for CNN 
and whoever is listening and the whole world,” I’m 
hoping CNN and the whole world are now listening to 
me, because I believe that I have an obligation not to 
stand on my feet to attempt to defend the indefensi-
ble.  

 
FUTURECARE 

 
Mrs. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: We have heard 
that there are people who are satisfied and very 
pleased with the premium that is charged on Future-
Care. And who would those people be if we analysed 
that? Invariability it would be those people who his-
torically may have had private plans who find that they 
have now become eligible to join the Government Fu-
tureCare Plan. And at $600, when they may have 
been paying $1000, $1100, $1200 on their private 
plans, it seems like it is a wonderful thing. And, yes, 
they are very pleased with that. 
 What we have not done is to be able to ac-
knowledge . . . and the Government said that Future-
Care was going to be coming in in a phased basis. 
When you do something on a phased basis the first 
thing you have to determine is, what does the pro-
gramme cost to operate?  

Once you know what your costs are likely to 
be, there are going to be certain fixed costs. So you 
have a fixed cost. Then your premium has to be set at 
such a rate that the contributions from that premium to 
the fixed costs . . . you reach a breakeven point and 
the rest of the money goes into the pot to cover future 
claims. That is determined by way of an actuarial 
study and extrapolations that would allow one to un-
derstand the cost of operation.  

So, yes, there may have been a $300 cost 
when people first signed up. Then the new tranche of 
people who came along for the same services were 
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told “The cost of this is $600 for your premium.” Now, 
this is the exact same service. The reason it seems 
unfair to us, Madam Acting Speaker, is, if you go into 
Marketplace and you want to buy a loaf of bread, and 
they tell you that the bread on this self is going to cost 
you $10 for the loaf, and the bread on the next self 
down is going to cost you $7 for the loaf (because 
they are on two different selves), you are going to 
have a problem. 
 I think that is the problem that we are experi-
encing with this. 
 When the Honourable Member asked, “What 
would we charge?” First of all, we are not the Gov-
ernment. So, irrespective of what the question is, it is 
a question. What the plan is . . . and I am glad what 
the Honourable Member asked what our plan is,. be-
cause the key is plan!  

What you do not . . . I said that the key is plan. 
Plan. What you don’t do is go into something blindly, 
throw out a number because it is politically expedient 
at the time when you are getting ready to go into an 
election and you get a positive result, and then you 
realise, Oh my goodness. What we actually have to 
pay out bears no resemblance to what our level of 
recoup is likely to be. Therefore, we are going to be in 
such a deficient situation that we have to find more 
money from the next lot of people coming on board. 
That is where the challenge is. 

Now if we are offering the same loaf of bread, 
we should be paying the same price per slice. And 
that seems to be a concept that the Government is 
missing. And it should not be based on a matter of 
timing. 
 
An Hon. Member: Point of order, Madam—  
 
Mrs. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: People who join— 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you Mrs. Gordon-
Pamplin.  

The Chair recognises Minister Roban. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: Madam Speaker, again the 
Opposition seemingly show their confusion around 
everything around FutureCare by attempting to misin-
form the House once again about it. 

The loaf of bread is the same price. It is priced 
the same to everyone. But how we have broken it up 
is that the premium paid by different groups of clients 
is different. The whole bread is still around $1100 no 
matter how you slice it. It is just that one set of clients 
are paying a certain amount of money for it and an-
other client is paying another amount. The bread is 
still the same price. It is $1100. That is what it is. That 
is the price of the FutureCare package. It is one cost. 
 

[Inaudible interjections and general uproar] 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Minister.  

Mrs. Gordon-Pamplin you have the floor.  
 
Mrs. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Thank you.  

Thank you Madam Acting Speaker.  
In his attempt to make things clearer, the 

Honourable Minister has just put more mud in the wa-
ter.  

The premium is what I refer to as the cost of 
the slice of bread. What we were trying to determine . 
. . the premium is the price of the bread. And it is NOT 
the same. The loaf may cost the same to manufac-
ture, to bake—  
 
An Hon. Member: Point of Order, Madam Speaker. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Hold on. Point of order.  

What is the point of order, Minister? 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: The Honourable Member is 
misleading the House. 

We have, ad nauseam as a Government, 
made it very clear what the cost of FutureCare is as a 
package. The basket of services actually costs close 
to $1100. We have adjusted the premium that each 
client pays to their ability to pay. But the cost of the 
actual loaf is the same— 
  
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: —that’s what the Government 
pays for it. That’s the value of the premium . . . of the 
whole basked of goods and services. 
  
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you Minister.  

Can we move on, Mrs. Gordon-Pamplin? 
 
Mrs. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Thank you, 
Madam Speaker. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: I think you’ve beaten this horse 
to death. 
 
Mrs. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: I believe that this 
is going to be a situation in which the Government 
doesn’t get the basics, and the people of Bermuda 
will. The people of Bermuda know at the moment that 
those people who bought the first loaf are paying $300 
a month, and those who bought the second loaf—that 
was manufactured by the same bakery and with the 
same end product—are now having to pay twice as 
much because they happened to come a day late and, 
clearly, a dollar short.  
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 I think that the Government, if I would have a 
recommendation, [should] go back to the drawing 
board and have a look at the entire cost process relat-
ing to FutureCare so that the users of the product can 
feel that they are ranking pari passu with anybody and 
everybody who signs up for the same programme. 
And I don’t believe that there is anything wrong with 
that. I would certainly hope that the Government rec-
ognises that.  

What you also note, Madam Acting Speaker, 
is that even with HIP, and those who have still main-
tained the HIP insurance, their premium went up from 
$241 per month and, effective April 1, it is $298.93 per 
month. And they are getting nowhere near the level of 
cover that the $300 FutureCare people are getting.  

If we start to be real about what we are pro-
viding, put the entire cost together, evaluate what the 
cost is—not just to come up with ‘It’s $1100 for a bas-
ket of services’, because some baskets are going to 
be more expensive than others in terms of the provi-
sion of services. If the real cost is evaluated and the 
real worth of what is required by way of contribution 
by premium is evaluated, we can end up with an 
equation where it is a little bit more fair, it is equal, and 
that anybody subscribing will pay the same amount of 
money.  

Those are the points that we absolutely 
needed to make and had to make.  

 
BERMUDA COLLEGE—COCO REEF 
 

Mrs. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: I would just like to 
wrap and close by reference to the agreement with 
respect to the Bermuda College. 

Madam Acting Speaker, it boils down again to 
this issue where the Government has information that 
they have chosen not to share with the people of 
Bermuda. Because when leases are put out to tender 
at 21 years, and when the bids come in the lease is 
granted for 50 years, there is something wrong with 
the picture. The people who put their bids in when the 
lease term was going to be 21 years are now finding 
themselves . . . They might have put in a totally differ-
ent bid and might have been looked at and evaluated 
a little more fairly, perhaps even favorably had they 
been able to put their bids in based on the same level 
playing field. That didn’t happen. That did not happen. 

So everybody bid for 21 years. We chose a 
particular preferential individual, and then he gets a 50 
year lease. And then, lo and behold, you open the 
paper and find that the 50 year lessee is now, through 
a different company, advertising that there is going to 
be a certain building that is going to be going on, on 
land, that there is acquisition of this property, and that 
buildings are going to be going on, on this particular 
property. When one looked at the site plans one rec-
ognised that this was the property that was in the em-
berance of the other property area, of Coco Reef.  

So now we looked and said, Ok, so now they 
are building. Under what authority? We have not seen 
anything like that coming to the Honourable House of 
Assembly.  

Why not?  
And then to be made to understand through 

the grapevine—because the Government refuses to 
table the public information to say how their property 
has now been salted away and now is subject to a 
120 year lease . . . and this Honourable House has no 
oversight.  

I don’t know how Cabinet, certainly Back 
Bench, and certainly we on this side can feel comfort-
able. Because we now have to go into the public do-
main, we have to look the people in the eye and say 
to them, We have effectively given away your property 
for 120 . . . They’ll say, No we didn’t give it away. It is 
a 120 year lease. Well, my children and grandchildren 
and great-grandchildren aren’t going to get posses-
sion of it back. So the reality is, we have given it 
away.  
 We recognise the condition under which 
longer leases are important to the tourism industry, 
but what is the big secret?  

This Honourable House was recalled in the 
middle of the summer last year, having recessed in 
July. We normally return somewhere around October 
or November. We were recalled in the middle of the 
summer in order to have a session to discuss Park 
Hyatt, to make sure that the terms and conditions 
were tabled; that this Honourable House had the op-
portunity to evaluate it. We saw it. Whether we liked it 
or not, at least we knew the information.  
 We should not be pulling hen’s teeth to try to 
determine from the Government what has happened 
in their determination that they would permit, whether 
directly or through the trustees . . . and I’m sure that 
the Government doesn’t wish to hide behind the skirt 
tails of the trustees of the Bermuda College. However, 
I do not believe that the Government would want to 
find themselves in the position of saying that they 
have now changed so much the face and terms and 
conditions of a contract, and that we, in this Honour-
able House, do not have the opportunity of oversight. 
That cannot be right. It certainly cannot be fair. It can-
not be just, and it certainly cannot make sense.  
 Thank you Madam Acting Speaker. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you Mrs. Gordon-
Pamplin.  

The Chair recognises the Honourable and 
Learned Deputy Premier and Minister of Finance, Min-
ister Paula Cox. 
 Minister Cox you have the floor. 
 

BERMUDA COLLEGE—COCO REEF 
 
Hon. Paula A. Cox: Thank you Madam Acting 
Speaker. 
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Madam Acting Speaker, given the cataclysm 
that has taken place across the shores in terms of 
coalition Government, from the tone and tenor this 
afternoon you can certainly rest assured that is going 
to be a longtime coming here. However, I stood firstly 
to make an apology to you and the Honourable Mem-
ber, Doctor Gibbons, because I had my facts and rec-
ollection wrong.  

I was the Minister of Education in 2003.  
My father died. I use this by reference to the 

death of my father, he died in January 2004, and I 
was the Minister of Education then. I think the fact that 
I didn’t sign the lease to be quite honest.  

Let’s go back in terms of the issues. I can still 
remember going in the Honourable House to speak to 
the late and great Honourable Member, David Allen. I 
said to him, “Look, I have an idea, and what do you 
think about it?”  

I said, “It’s a bit out-of-the-box thinking, but I 
think that what we are talking about is trying to find a 
way to rescue tourism. We have the Bermuda Col-
lege, which should be a training facility for young 
Bermudians. It is not working that way, and it seems 
to me that if there was a hotel property that was actu-
ally in a position where it could lease the property and 
also provide a school for our young Bermudians, it 
might have some legs. What do you think about it?” 

Minister Allen, being the helpful and out-of-
the-box thinker he was said, “Well, Paula, let me see.” 
It took awhile, and awhile, and awhile, but we got two 
of our permanent secretaries to do an RFP and then 
they sat down for months and months, going through 
how to segment the college and how to deal with 
proper apportionment and allocation. 

What was going to happen was . . . the con-
templative was that it would move from education 
move to tourism, let education stay on its school func-
tions of education, and let the hotel be within tourism.  

Minister of Finance . . . No, I was the Minister 
of Finance. The Minister of Education wasn’t involved 
in signing the lease, but, certainly, the terms would 
have gone to Cabinet. And then it took awhile and 
probably on to successive Ministers of Education. It 
may have been signed off because of retracted nego-
tiations. 

 But I think that it is important to say that, not-
withstanding that there are some gaps that need to be 
filled, and I think some backfilling in terms of tabling 
and transparency, I think it would be wrong to charac-
terise it as something that was done in order to dupe 
or rape the public purse. If anything, it was done with 
a view to try and add value and provide greater oppor-
tunities for our young people.  

Certainly, with regard to the Minister of Edu-
cation at the time, there was no lease that was signed 
by me. Certainly Cabinet was apprised. And then you 
had the Minister of Tourism at the time who replaced 
Minister Allen upon his death who would have proba-
bly closed the deal in terms of negotiations.  

Certainly, I think there have been a number of 
ministerial statements and also parliamentary ques-
tions answered by those successors in titles to educa-
tion and tourism. And I am sure that any information 
that is still requested and required can be provided by 
the appropriate Ministers.  
 I think my main purpose for standing up was 
that I don’t like to be less than transparent. And the 
fact that I said that it wasn’t me in 2003 as Education 
[Minister] was inaccurate, and I wanted to make sure 
that as soon as possible I corrected that.  

Thank you Madam Chair. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you Minister.  

Certainly I thought that you would know what 
you were, but it appears you didn’t.  

I thank you for that correction. I am sure that a 
little bit of research would have helped all of us, and 
we would have known. But since you moved the mo-
tion to adjourn, and you have now spoken, the House 
now stands adjourned.  

 
[At 4:46 pm the House stood adjourned until 10:00 
am, Friday, 21 May 2010] 
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[Hon. Stanley Lowe, Speaker, in the Chair] 
 

PRAYERS 
 
[Prayers read by Hon. Stanley Lowe, Speaker] 
 
The Speaker: I now call upon the Honourable Mem-
ber, Dr. Brown.  

Mr. Premier, you have the floor to bring words 
of welcome to our distinguished guest, the Honour-
able Dr. Denzil Douglas, Prime Minister of St. Kitts 
and Nevis.  

Mr. Premier. 
 

WELCOMING OF DR. THE HON. DENZIL DOUG-
LAS PRIME MINISTER OF ST. KITTS AND NEVIS 

 
Dr. the Hon. Ewart Frederick Brown: Good morning, 
Mr. Speaker.  

Occasions on which Honourable Members 
hear the voice of one other than an elected colleague 
in this Honourable House are rare, and rightly so. Mr. 
Speaker, when I consider the influx of additional e-
mails and messages that I have received owing to the 
visit of the distinguished Prime Minister of St. Kitts and 
Nevis, it is abundantly clear that this is no ordinary 
visit. This, Mr. Speaker, is a homecoming. 

The north island village of St. Pauls is the 
birthplace of this Prime Minister. And from those ori-
gins he has been party activist, top student, trusted 
physician, public servant, and Prime Minister of his 
beloved country. 

Mr. Speaker, having just won his fourth suc-
cessive general election, perhaps he is the elusive 
political consultant reported by the media to be on 
these shores. 
 
[Laughter] 
 
Dr. the Hon. Ewart Frederick Brown: Mr. Speaker, 
Denzil Douglas is at home with workers and presi-
dents. He is a man of the people, proud of his father’s 
example of steadfast work in the cane fields of St. 
Kitts.  

The measure of the man is seen in words he 
shared at the 35th meeting of the OECS Authority (Or-
ganisation of Eastern Caribbean States) in Anguilla in 
2002. And I quote: “Let us transform barriers into op-
portunities so that the generations that come after us 
will know that we did not labour in vain. Let us lead 
like we have never led before.” 

Mr. Speaker, it is an honour to salute this ser-
vant of the people and to welcome him most heartily 
to, what some rightly term, the northern branch of the 
Federation.  

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Mr. Premier.  

I now call upon the Honourable Member Mr. 
H. Swan, Leader of the Opposition, from St. George’s 
West. (Try to confine it to two minutes.)  

Mr. Swan has the floor. 
 
Hon. Hubert (Kim) E. Swan: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker.  

Mr. Speaker, on behalf of my colleagues in 
the United Bermuda Party, and all those who sit on 
Opposition Benches, I stand proudly and respectfully 
to welcome the Honourable Dr. Denzil L. Douglas, 
Prime Minister of St. Kitts and Nevis, to Bermuda on 
this, the 21st day of May in 2010.  

It is a special occasion for me, a descendant 
of St. Kitts and Nevis with family connections also in 
Anguilla, to bring greetings to the Prime Minister of St. 
Kitts and Nevis, the birthplace of both my great-
grandmother Amy Cardin Rose [PHONETIC]and my 
grandmother Ismae Mills Swan [PHONETIC], who 
both migrated to Bermuda at different times in their 
lives. 

Mr. Speaker, Amy Cardin Rose, my great-
grandmother, came to Bermuda and wed Owen Rose 
[PHONETIC], great-uncle of the Honourable Minister, 
Michael Scott.  

Owen Rose also hailed from St. Kitts. Her 
daughter (my grandmother), Isme Agatha Mills, came 
in later years as a teenager to freshen up the gene 
pool in Somerset by marrying Alden Swan [PHO-
NETIC].  

Our immediate family in St. Kitts are the 
Gumbs from Basseterre, the Molls and Cardins 
[PHONETIC] from Sandy Point. My great-uncle was 
the late Basil Gumbs, a boat captain on the Christina 
and Caribe in the ‘50s and the ‘60s. Some of his chil-
dren are Judith Gumbs, a steel band player who still 
lives in Newtown; Patricia Gumbs, mother of St. Kitts 
soccer star Keith Gumbs who now plays in Indonesia; 
and Basil “Cat-eye” Gumbs, Jr., who now lives in St. 
Thomas in the UVI. 

Mr. Speaker, many Bermudians have been 
enlightened by our St. Kitts connections through the 
writings of former Senator Ira Philip. In his book Free-
dom Fighters he tells us the story of the migration 
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from St. Kitts and the neighbouring regions of Saba 
and Anguilla, and the significant role in the develop-
ment of the Royal Naval Dockyard in the late 1800s 
and early 1900s. 

Mr. Speaker, in closing, it is incumbent on me 
to say that the Prime Minister’s visit does mean a 
great deal to many Bermudians, some with Kittitian 
connections that they are aware of, and many with 
connections they are unaware of. Regardless, the 
connections are real, and the family-first spirit that 
came to Bermuda with them. This visit, Mr. Speaker, 
is a testament to our forefathers and for that is greatly 
appreciated.  

Thank you and welcome, sir. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Mr. Leader of the Opposi-
tion. Without question, you do have a connection! 
 
[Laughter] 
 
The Speaker: I now call upon the Honourable and 
Learned Member from Pembroke West, Mr. S. Crock-
well, to express words of welcome to our Honourable 
Prime Minister, Mr. Douglas. 
 
Mr. Shawn G. Crockwell: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  

Mr. Speaker on behalf of the Bermuda De-
mocratic Alliance, I would like to extend to the Hon-
ourable Prime Minister, Dr. Douglas, our hearty wel-
come to Bermuda. We are certainly [grateful] that you 
have decided to come and visit our country. We cer-
tainly ask that you enjoy yourself while you are here, 
so when you go back home you can say that your 
time spent here was enjoyable.  

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
Mr. Speaker: Thank you, Mr. Crockwell. I now call 
upon the Honourable Prime Minister Dr. Douglas from 
St. Kitts.  

The Prime Minister will now address the 
House. 
 
[Applause] 
 

PRIME MINISTER OF ST. KITTS AND NEVIS  
ADDRESSES MEMBERS OF PARLIAMENT 

 
Dr. the Hon. Denzil L. Douglas:  Mr. Speaker, Hon-
ourable Premier Brown, distinguished Members of the 
Bermuda House of Assembly, I am deeply honoured 
to have been invited to address this august institution 
and to bring greetings to the Government and the fine 
people of Bermuda on behalf on my own Government 
and the proud people of the Federation of St. Kitts and 
Nevis. 

Yours is a country that figures prominently in 
the hearts and the minds of the people of St. Kitts and 
Nevis. Indeed, our interests in the Bermuda Islands 

has been both substantial and of very long standing, 
and for very good reasons. 

The mere idea, Mr. Speaker, that there is a 
Kittitian division community in Bermuda with whom I 
will have the honour of interacting bears powerful tes-
timony to the extent of the bonds that connect our 
worlds. And it bears testimony to the emotional, famil-
ial, and historical linkages between the people of our 
islands and the people of yours. If anyone doubts the 
strength of these bonds, your Gombey troupes and 
our own Masquerades stand ready to colourfully, 
dramatically, and vibrantly convince them otherwise. 

I am told, Mr. Speaker, that some 60 per cent 
of Bermudian families can trace their ancestry in some 
way to St. Kitts and Nevis. This statistic, it pleases me. 
It pleases me because I am keenly aware of the 
strength, the resilience, and the determination of the 
people of St. Kitts and Nevis. And we all know that 
throughout the world, the people of Bermuda are re-
spected for their sense of focus, for their discipline, 
and, of course, for their high standards. 

I choose to believe, therefore, Mr. Speaker, 
that these positive traits, being common to both your 
people and mine, are best explained by our own 
shared genealogy. It is said, Mr. Speaker, that out of 
travail comes triumph. And I do believe that the inter-
secting and interlocking histories of your islands and 
mine bear this point out. Because, you see, many 
years ago, the phenomenal infrastructural develop-
ment that created opportunities for employment here 
in Bermuda was the pull factor for Kittitians and Ne-
visians of courage and determination who ventured 
into the unknown those many years ago to make their 
way to a land they had never seen and circumstances 
of which they could not be sure, all in their own de-
termination to build a better life for themselves and 
those who depended upon them. 

The result was a social and economic sym-
biosis, the positive ramifications of which are today 
clear for all to see. Bermuda benefited from the dedi-
cation of Kittitians and Nevisians who came here to be 
a part of the infrastructural transformation process.  

Kittitians and Nevisians benefited from the 
opportunities provided by Bermuda to effectively 
transform a vision into reality. Most importantly, the 
uncertainties that had plagued the unmet needs of 
both parties were soon transformed into tangible and 
quantifiable progress for all.  

Today, therefore, on behalf of my Government 
and people, I will formalise that cultural cooperation 
and bond between our people, which will open yet 
another chapter in that very rich history of our people 
and our respective countries. 
 
[Applause] 
 
Dr. the Hon. Denzil L. Douglas:  While we 
strengthen cultural ties today as a result of global de-
velopment, we again find ourselves in a period of un-
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certainty. Again, Mr. Speaker, we find ourselves at a 
crossroad, not so much at the level of the individual or 
even at the level of our individual islands, but at the 
level of the entire world. It is a sobering reality indeed. 

A complex and interlocking global economic 
crisis is now trashing parliamentarian economies far 
greater than yours or mine. The economic dislocations 
being experienced in nations great and small, indus-
trialised and non-industrialised, have been docu-
mented and quantified. Unemployment in the world’s 
most powerful economy is high. Fiscal deficits are the 
order of the day in such countries as France, Ger-
many, the United States, and the United Kingdom. 
The precarious economies of Spain, of Greece, of 
Portugal, and Ireland are being monitored with great 
anxiety literally minute by minute. 

The terms of trade available to the producers 
of primary products began collapsing many years ago. 
And as we speak, oil and natural gas, in volumes that 
experts are calling utterly catastrophic, continue to 
gush uncontrollably into the waters of the Gulf of Mex-
ico. So much that affects the fate of islands such as 
ours can be triggered today by factors completely be-
yond our own control. 

And it is this reality that makes it particularly 
incumbent upon us as parliamentarians to do the fol-
lowing: to skilfully and correctly identify and assess 
the threats to which global events may expose our 
people; to move with dispatch and discipline to either 
eliminate or, at the very least, minimise the exposure 
of our people to these particular threats.  

It was not so long ago that the fate of my own 
country seemed to hang in the very balance. St. Kitts 
and Nevis, long an exporter of sugar and long operat-
ing within the preferential trading regimes established 
between Britain and her former Colonies, was con-
fronted with some rather stark geopolitical realities. 
Like the producers of primary products the world over, 
it had become rivetingly clear to us that the emer-
gence of a unified Europe, the creation of the World 
Trade Organization, and the subsequent dismantling 
of trading regimes under which we had traditionally 
functioned were sounding the death knell for sugar 
producers like us. 

And so, Mr. Speaker, my Government set out 
in an internal atmosphere of great intensity and focus 
to chart a new strategic path toward economic stability 
and growth, gripped throughout the process by certain 
key questions. What are these questions? 

Firstly, what would be the impact of the alter-
nate economic models on levels of unemployment? 
Two, what would be the impact on the national debt? 
What would be the impact on revenue generation for 
the government on the one hand and spin-off oppor-
tunities for local entrepreneurs on the other? Four, to 
what extent would the alternate paths being consid-
ered facilitate the establishment of symbiotic and en-
ergising relationships with such sectors as agriculture, 

construction, fisheries, the creative arts, tourism, 
manufacturing, and so on? 

These were the questions with which my 
Cabinet and I not only had to grapple, but we had to 
do so while managing the conflicting needs for both 
speed and thoroughness. 

In this highly competitive era of global re-
alignments, Mr. Speaker, undue delays in government 
decision-making for a country as small as mine and as 
small as yours can be quite costly. But rash action can 
have an equal, similar effect. That was the reality that 
St. Kitts and Nevis faced in the first decade of the 21st 
century as the trade and economic options associated 
with the sugar industry—the mainstay of our economy 
for over 300 years—were no longer viable. 

Being the principal beneficiaries of free and 
mandatory universal secondary education as far back 
as 1969, the people of St. Kitts and Nevis, by the end 
of the 20th century, no longer wanted to work in the 
cane fields. It was hard labour. With a large portion of 
sugar workers having to be brought in from other is-
lands, therefore, my Government recognised that the 
employment repercussions of closing the industry, 
though always a concern, were not as harsh as they 
otherwise might have been without migrant workers. 

I am aware that as parliamentarians you are 
cognisant of the importance of maximising revenues 
and, of course, minimising expenditures. The sugar 
industry, however, had become a net drain on the 
treasury of St. Kitts and Nevis and was, in addition, 
causing a ballooning of the national debt. 

Finally, the sugar industry did not provide the 
type of economic symbiosis that we as a government, 
hard-working government, felt was essential in nation 
like ours in the 21st century. There were few other sec-
tors whose vibrancy and viability were aided by the 
sugar industry, and this, too, in our own view was far 
from ideal. 

Given full regard to the possible repercus-
sions of the closure of the industry, my Government 
was keenly aware that something as simple as a rise 
in food prices had been enough to create massive 
social tumult in other countries. 

We had all witnessed how the implementation 
of structural adjustment programs wreak havoc else-
where. In this atmosphere, and being aware of these 
realities, the present St. Kitts-Nevis Labour Party Ad-
ministration undertook the very daunting task of com-
pletely dismantling the economic underpinning of the 
state while simultaneously restructuring the national 
economy, all at once. In short, we decided to never 
again leave ourselves vulnerable to the vagaries of a 
mono-sector economy. And so we entered an aggres-
sive campaign of doing the following: 

One, pursuing high-end tourism mindful of the 
economic activity that these projects would generate 
for the local construction industry and the long-term 
economic benefits that would accrue once these pro-
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jects were completed and the facilities became fully 
operational. 

Two, expanding an OECD-consistent financial 
services sector in order to benefit from its accompany-
ing revenue flows. 

Three, releasing over one thousand acres of 
virgin government land to the Ministry of Agriculture 
and local farmers in order to facilitate the upgrading 
and expansion of non-sugar agriculture in an aggres-
sive way. 

Four, investing in local fisheries and vessels 
as a means of expanding and upgrading that particu-
lar sector, reducing our own federation’s related Im-
port Bill, and facilitating our own marine-based exports 
to our neighbouring islands. 

Five, embarking on a massive infrastructural 
program in order to achieve the following: to improve 
even further the quality of life for Kittitians and Ne-
visians, to ensure the federation’s ability to attract and 
to retain highly competitive investors, and to expand 
employment opportunities for our nationals. 

In addition, Mr. Speaker, St. Kitts and Nevis 
launched a massive retraining, with remuneration ini-
tiative, in order to equip those persons displaced by 
the closure of the sugar industry to enter new, more 
lucrative, and less onerous fields. We also ensured 
that those leaving the sugar industry did do so with 
varying, but significant, government-provided com-
pensation packages. 

Like Bermuda, then, Mr. Speaker, we in St. 
Kitts and Nevis must not only remain alert to the im-
pact of the global economic crisis on our tourism in-
dustry, but must be prepared, prepared at all times to 
anticipate and mitigate the associated shocks. Like 
Bermuda, we must not only remain alert to the ever-
evolving realities of the off-shore financial industry, but 
we must remain vigilant—vigilant in our own quest to 
protect our social and economic interests throughout. 

I am pleased to be able to state, in all humility, 
that as a result of very hard work and the mercies of 
the Almighty, my Labour Party Administration was 
indeed able to completely transform the economy of 
St. Kitts and Nevis without any social or political up-
heaval and that as a result of this move there is now 
greater economic diversity within our country. The 
opportunities for employment and entrepreneurship 
have greatly expanded, and my Government has, at 
last—at last—been able to begin managing the na-
tional debt. 

Our experience in St. Kitts and Nevis was in 
many ways unique. The approaches chosen to ad-
dress the challenges faced had to be equally innova-
tive. I am very grateful that the outcome was positive 
and was also well received, as it was. As the islands 
of the Western Hemisphere presently grapple with the 
diverse and unique challenges that we all must face, I 
thank you for granting me the opportunity to share the 
details of our own challenges and our own responses, 

with you, the distinguished Members of Parliament of 
the Bermuda House of Assembly. 

I have come to Bermuda on the kind invitation 
of your distinguished Government led by your distin-
guished Premier. But I have come to your Parliament 
to say thanks to your Government and to the archi-
tects of your own financial services sector, who were 
kind enough to spend time with me and my attorney 
general during my first visit here back in September of 
1996, as we acquainted ourselves with your own off-
shore sector. We say thanks to you, the people and 
government of Bermuda. 

Mr. Speaker, I realise at this juncture that it 
would not be appropriate for me to close without rais-
ing the issue of the unprecedented new wave of crime 
and violence that is causing such distress globally. 
This morning on your radio program I was asked of 
this by a young man who I believe also serves in this 
Parliament. All over the world, the words crime and 
violence have been used so much that I sometimes 
fear that they may have lost their impact to affect the 
listener. 

In order for all our societies to remain ever 
sensitive to, and always emotionally affected by, the 
enormous shift in the 21st century social realities, we 
are going to have to constantly find new words to cap-
ture this new and inhuman reality that we all must 
face. This is neither the time nor the place to get into a 
lengthy discourse about the causes of this brutality or 
the types of responses that we as Parliamentarians 
are obliged to devise and implement. However, what I 
will say to this esteemed Chamber and to the rest of 
my island colleagues throughout the hemisphere is 
that the time has come for us to take a hard, unflinch-
ing look at our entire societies. 

I know that it is far easier to look at narrow, 
specific segments of society. But we can no longer 
afford that. The cost of that truncated approach has 
become far too high. There is something about mod-
ern life; there is something about the ways in which 
our societies have changed; there is something about 
the way the children are now being raised and the 
influences to which they are exposed or not exposed. 
There is a clearly tremendous power in the so-called 
little things our societies long ago began to ignore and 
overlook. And that something has stripped from too 
many individuals the timeless, essential, and powerful 
psychological restraints that make us human, that 
make societies safe and stable and whole. 

Much of the brutality, I know, is limited to cer-
tain neighbourhoods and to certain segments of soci-
ety in my own home country and around the Carib-
bean region. However, we also know that a gangre-
nous toe uncorrected can be the death blow to an 
otherwise strong and vibrant body. 

Throughout the hemisphere, we are all plac-
ing more police on our streets. We are all using 
closed-circuit televisions to help to monitor what is 
happening on our streets. We are all becoming 
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tougher on crime. We are all pushing for tougher sen-
tences. We are all doing whatever we have to do to 
deal with the present antisocial behaviours. This is 
essential, and this—it must be done. We are indeed 
meeting our responsibilities. 

Let us not delude ourselves, however. The 
real challenge, and the only hope, is to prevent the 
emergence of even more inappropriately socialised 
individuals every week, every month, and every year. 
So, Mr. Speaker, we must face facts. Throughout the 
region and around the world, those who commit these 
acts of brutality have indeed been bizarrely socialised.  

The time has come, therefore, for govern-
ments and societies the world over to scientifically 
analyse and identify the component parts of this bi-
zarre socialisation process. But let us focus on our 
own societies for a moment. We must then identify the 
correct taboos. We must identify the corrective regula-
tions, the corrective societal standards and taboos. 
We must identify the corrective social rewards and 
punishments that will replace the bizarre with the con-
structive. We must do all that we can—all that we 
can—to save our youths. 

You, the Members of this Parliament, must. 
You, the Members of the Cabinet, must. We all must 
do all that we can to save our generation of young 
people. This we must do from Bermuda to Guyana 
and from Barbados to Belize. If we are to save and 
resurrect, if we are to reenergise and restore all that 
for so long have made our islands the gems in the 
African world crown. 

It has been a distinct and high honour to ad-
dress this august body. I am pleased to have been 
able to share my views and recommendations on 
some of the challenges that we as a Caribbean peo-
ple face. As island governments, we also share these 
challenges. I shall return to St. Kitts and Nevis ener-
gised—energised by this important and valued oppor-
tunity, Mr. Speaker. And I shall return to St. Kitts and 
Nevis ever so mindful of the fact that the blood that 
unites us is stronger than the water that divides us.  

Happy Heritage Month. May God bless you 
and your beloved country. I thank you, Mr. Speaker, 
for this opportunity. 
 
[Applause] 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Mr. Prime Minister.  

I just wish to call upon the Honourable Deputy 
Speaker of the House, Dame Jennifer Smith, from St. 
George’s North, who will extend a bit of thanks for the 
Prime Minister addressing Parliament this morning.  

Dame Jennifer? 
 
Hon. Dame Jennifer Smith: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  

Mr. Speaker, it is a privilege and an honour on 
behalf of yourself, the Speaker, and on behalf of the 
distinguished Members of this House, to offer a few 

words of thanks to the Right Honourable Dr. Denzil 
Douglas, the Prime Minister of St. Kitts and Nevis. 

I know, sir, that you are well aware of the ties 
between Bermuda and St. Kitts. I believe it is this 
knowledge that underpins your special relationship 
with both this Government and this country.  

I noted something while you were talking. I 
believe that within the Commonwealth it was quite 
common for leaders of countries to be lawyers. Sud-
denly, I notice we have a doctor, in yourself, in St. 
Kitts, and a doctor in Bermuda. I do not know what 
this portends for the future. I merely comment. 
 
[Laughter] 
 
Hon. Dame Jennifer Smith: Dr. Douglas, the eco-
nomic realities that face St. Kitts and Nevis, the ex-
pectations of the people, the special needs that had to 
be met—all of those things that you mentioned are 
mirrored in our own experience.  

We share in your joy at recognising the suc-
cess of your Government in improving the economic 
opportunities in your country. And I believe that we 
should continue to walk hand-in-hand to share experi-
ences, knowledge, and skills as we work together and 
move forward doing our best for our countries.  

Thank you very much. 
 
[Applause] 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Dame Jennifer.  

I believe the Prime Minister Dr. Douglas has 
another engagement. Does he?  

Shall we stand as the Honourable Prime Min-
ister is escorted out of the Chamber? 
 
[Pause while Hon. Dr. Denzil L. Douglas exited the 
Chamber] 
 
The Speaker: Please be seated, Honourable Mem-
bers. We will just carry on with the orders. 
 

OATH OR AFFIRMATION  
OF NEW MEMBER 

 
The Speaker: There are none. 
 

CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES  
14 MAY 2010 

 
The Speaker: Is there any objection to the confirma-
tion of the Minutes of the May the 14th? They have 
been circulated to Honourable Members. 
 
[No audible response] 
 
The Speaker: Agreed to. 
 
[Motion carried: Minutes confirmed] 



180 21 May 2010 Official Hansard Report 
 

 House of Assembly 

 
MESSAGES FROM THE GOVERNOR 

 
The Speaker: There are none. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS BY THE SPEAKER 
OR MEMBER PRESIDING 

 
REPORT OF CONSTITUENCY BOUNDARIES 

COMMISSION  
 
The Speaker: I announce that the report of the Con-
stituency Boundaries Commission for Bermuda has 
been submitted to me, and it complies with section 
54(1) of the Constitution of Bermuda. Copies of this 
Report will be tabled on Honourable Members’ desks 
momentarily.  

The Boundaries Commission Report is being 
circulated. Or they have been laid on Honourable 
Members’ tables.  

I thank you. 
 

THANKS AND APOLOGIES 
 
The Speaker: I wish to thank the Honourable Deputy 
Speaker, Dame Jennifer Smith, from St. George’s 
North, for taking charge of the proceedings of the 
House last Friday. Thank you, Dame. 

I also wish to mention that the Honourable 
Member, Minister Roban from Pembroke East, is out 
of the House. He is called off on business.  

The Honourable Member W. A. Scott, from 
Warwick South East, is out of the House. He is in the 
UK attending the Vesture Ceremony with his wife.  

Also we have a communication from Minister 
J. Blakeney, from Devonshire North Central, who is 
unable to be in the House today.  

That is three Honourable Members. 
 

LETTER FROM MR. KAY STEELE 
 

The Speaker:  Also, just for the records I wish to ac-
knowledge that we received a letter from the family of 
Dr. Steele signed by E. K. W. Steele, thanking the 
House for its expressions of condolences on behalf of 
the Honourable Member, Mr. Barritt. So that can go 
into the records of the House.  

 
MESSAGES FROM THE SENATE 

 
The Speaker: There are none. 
 

PAPERS AND OTHER  
COMMUNICATIONS TO THE HOUSE 

 
The Speaker: I recognise the Honourable Member, 
Dr. Brown, the Premier.  

Mr. Premier has the floor. 

 
LETTER FROM HIS EXCELLENCY THE GOVER-

NOR CONCERNING THE WAY THE RUSSIAN AU-
THORITIES OVERSEE THE BERMUDA REGIS-

TERED AIRCRAFT REGISTRY 
 
Dr. the Hon. Ewart Frederick Brown: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. I have the honour of tabling a memorandum 
from his Excellency the Governor Sir Richard Gozney 
with respect to the aircraft register that I promised in 
the House in another session. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Mr. Premier. 
 
[Laughter] 
 
The Speaker: The Premier promised that—yes. 
 
[Inaudible interjections and laughter] 
 
The Speaker: Are there any other communications to 
the House?  

No?  
 

PETITIONS  
 
The Speaker: There are none. 
 

STATEMENTS BY MINISTERS AND 
OTHER JUNIOR MINISTERS  

 
The Speaker: I now recognise the Honourable and 
Learned Member M. Scott of Sandys North.  

Minister Scott has the floor. 
 

DEPARTMENT OF E-COMMERCE—THE STATE OF 
ICT IN BERMUDA  

 
Hon. Michael J. Scott: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  

Mr. Speaker, I rise before the House to inform 
Honourable Members about the highlights of the re-
sults of the third year of a three-year benchmark sur-
vey undertaken by the Department of E-Commerce to 
assess the prevalence of Information Communications 
Technology (ICT) in our island from an infrastructure, 
usage, and skills perspective. 
Mr. Speaker, given the rapidly changing nature of 
technology and its potential impact and implications, 
either positive or negative, regular and in-depth quan-
titative data need to be gathered and assessed regu-
larly. The survey, Mr. Speaker, was commissioned by 
the Department of E-Commerce and conducted by an 
independent firm, research.bm which is a locally 
owned entity. 

This initiative was designed to establish a 
benchmark over three years against which to compare 
ICT progress and shortcomings and identify new 
trends. The Department of E-Commerce is therefore 
able to perform a comprehensive assessment of the 



Official Hansard Report 21 May 2010 181 
 

House of Assembly 

adoption and use of ICT in Bermuda on an annual 
basis. 

Mr. Speaker, the 2009 survey sampled 401 
Bermuda households with respondent residents 18 
years and older, as well as 204 business profession-
als age 18 years and older to gauge usage within both 
the residential and corporate sectors. Most questions, 
Mr. Speaker, were consistent with those asked in 
2007 and 2008. However, a few new questions were 
added reflecting the shifting technology landscape. 

Mr. Speaker, key findings of the 2009 survey 
include: Ninety per cent of Bermuda’s households 
own a computer. About three-quarters of residencies 
who own more than one compute have a residential 
computer network. Approximately 89 per cent of 
households have Internet access. Eighty-five per cent 
of households with Internet access have high-speed 
connection and access to the Internet via cable in-
creased from 7 per cent in 2008 to 17 per cent in 
2009.  

Consistent with the 2008 survey, residents 
spent approximately 11 hours per week using a com-
puter at home. Seventy-four per cent of residents use 
the Internet over half the time they are using their 
computers at home, versus 59 per cent, sir, in 2008.  

The most regularly used computer activities 
include e-mailing, using Internet search engines, us-
ing the Internet to look for travel information, research-
ing products or services on the Internet, overseas 
online shopping, searching the Internet for information 
on a hobby or interest, using the Internet to get to 
news, and online banking. 

Concerning cell phone and mobile devices, 
consistent with 2008, 94 per cent of households own a 
cell phone. However, this year residents owned a lar-
ger proportion of mobile devices—55 per cent in 2009 
versus 32 per cent in 2008. Sir, there was a 22-point 
increase in the proportion of residents who said that 
they would purchase a mobile device in the next six 
months, from 12 per cent in 2008 to 34 per cent in 
2009. 

New questions asked in 2009 assessed us-
age of the following activities on mobile devices: e-
mail, 47 per cent; social networking, 21 per cent; 
games, 19 per cent; GPS software, 13 per cent; 
downloading movies, 10 per cent; purchasing goods, 
8 per cent; downloading podcasts, 6 per cent; and bill 
payment, 5 per cent. 

Overall, Mr. Speaker, three-quarters of resi-
dents communicate via text messaging. More than 
half did text daily. Multiple daily usage is higher than 
average amongst young residents; 68 per cent of the 
18-to-24-years olds text daily, as do 45 per cent of the 
25-to-34-year olds. 

Mr. Speaker, attitudes of Bermuda residents 
were also interesting in that, compared with 2007 and 
2008, residents were more knowledgeable about 
technology products and were more interested in 
learning about new technology. Residents were also 

more likely to agree that to be successful it is impor-
tant to have a strong knowledge of technology. Addi-
tionally, residents were more likely to want to be early 
adopters and believed that in order to compete in a 
global economy Bermuda must continue to meet or 
exceed global technology standards. Consistent with 
last year’s results, those 65 years and older and less 
affluent residents were less likely to be knowledge 
about technology products and issues. 

In the area of corporate usage, 78 per cent of 
businesses have a company website; 56 per cent use 
the .bm, while 40 per cent use .com. Almost one-
quarter offered an online payment facility. Companies 
continue to report that they use technology for busi-
ness-to-business, 93 per cent business-to-consumer, 
78 per cent; internal system, 89 percent; as well as 
business-to-government, 71 per cent. 

In 2009, 81 per cent of companies had a 
common server. Companies continue to be security 
conscious; 99 per cent of companies that use a com-
mon server have made it a secure server; 74 per cent 
of companies with a common server have remote ac-
cess, with 45 per cent accessing via virtual private 
networks (that is the VPN), and 45 per cent by secure 
access over the Internet. 

Mr. Speaker, these and other findings will be 
published as The State of ICT in Bermuda 2009. A 
PDF booklet will be available for download from 
www.gov.bm. A limited number of copies will be 
printed, which is better for the environment.  

Mr. Speaker, this survey is an important tool 
for the Department of E-Commerce with respect to 
policy direction and development, and has resulted in 
new programs or refinement of existing ones, such as 
Tech Week, activities encouraging the adoption of 
technology skills, careers in IT, and Internet-related 
security, among others. 

Once again, this year’s data will also be used 
as one of the tools in shaping both the present and 
future undertakings of the Ministry of Energy, Tele-
communications, and E-Commerce, including the leg-
islative agenda.  

While the 2009 survey shows improvement, or 
in some cases maintains the status quo, the learning 
curve regarding technology is constant and, therefore, 
a strong focus on the technology agenda that must be 
maintained in order for Bermuda to continue to emu-
late global best practices and to meet international 
standards. 

In addition to providing valuable information 
for government purposes, the data are of great benefit 
in other ways, such as supporting marketing efforts to 
attract foreign investment. Investment decisions are 
based on the complete package of positive attributes 
that a jurisdiction has to offer. In these challenging 
economic climates, a jurisdiction that has a robust 
telecommunications infrastructure with high band-
width, and is available to facilitate global communica-
tions and applications such as videoconferencing—a 
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sophisticated ICT industry, and technologically literate 
workforce and population—in other words, a very e-
ready domicile, is a significant attribute. 

Sir, data from the 2008 independent survey 
were provided to the Economist magazine, the 
Economist intelligence unit for the 2009 Global E-
readiness Rankings survey. Bermuda was ranked one 
of the top 21 e-rated countries in the world and in the 
top 10 overall for business environment and connec-
tivity. 

Mr. Speaker, the importance of technology 
continues to be recognised as critical to social and 
business development. As recently as January of 
2010, in the publication Scaling Opportunity: Informa-
tion and Communications Technology for Social Inclu-
sion, the World Economic Forum  posited: “Utilizing 
information and communications technologies as a 
catalyst for social and economic progress is an oppor-
tunity long held in high regard by the international de-
velopment community, impacting society at both the 
micro and macro levels. The tools of ICT equip us to 
help address our greatest social, economic, and envi-
ronmental challenges. Notwithstanding the economic 
climate currently, the state of ICT in Bermuda is 
healthy. Incremental development in many areas indi-
cate the important nature of technology within both the 
residential and business communities.” 

The Department of E-Commerce will carry on 
its efforts, Mr. Speaker, to promote, support, and in-
stigate the continued growth and advancement of 
technology, technology related business opportunities, 
legislation, e-skills, and access, so that Bermuda con-
tinues to be recognised as a prime and sophisticated 
jurisdiction in which to both live and conduct business 
electronically. Additionally, we must all work to ensure 
that Bermuda continues to raise the bar in terms of 
technology and its use every day, everywhere, by 
everyone.  

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you Minister Scott, the Honour-
able and Learned Member from Sandys North.  
 Are there any further Ministerial statements? 
 I now recognise the Honourable Member, 
Minister Butterfield.  

Minister Butterfield has the floor. 
 

BERMUDA DAY PARADE SECURITY 
 
Hon. D. Neletha I. Butterfield: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker.  

I rise this morning to share with my honour-
able colleagues and the people of Bermuda informa-
tion about security along the parade route on Ber-
muda Day, Monday 24th of May.  

Mr. Speaker, the Bermuda Day theme is 
Green: Yesterday, Today, and Tomorrow, and the 
parade promises to have floats, dance groups, and 
other participants depicting this theme. 

Mr. Speaker, as I indicated last week, our 
Bermuda Day Parade will begin at 1:30 PM and follow 
the same route as in previous years. Mr. Speaker, 
starting at the junction of Bermudiana Road and Front 
Street, the parade will continue east along Front 
Street to Court Street, where it will make a left turn on 
Court Street. The parade will then turn left onto 
Church Street, make a right turn, Mr. Speaker, onto 
Burnaby Hill, then onto Cedar Avenue, and proceed 
along past Tennis Stadium to Marsh Folly Road. The 
parade will then make a right turn onto Dutton Avenue 
and into Bernard Park.  

Mr. Speaker, I wish to assure residents and 
visitors that the safety of the general public is of ut-
most importance. Hence, every possible measure will 
be taken to ensure that everyone will have a safe, en-
joyable, and festive Bermuda Day holiday.  

Mr. Speaker, there will be CCTV cameras lo-
cated throughout the city of Hamilton, along the pa-
rade route, and at Bernard Park. In addition to the bar-
ricades used to line much of the parade route, there 
will also be security fences placed at key points along 
the parade route. I strongly urge all members of the 
public to respect the placement of barricades and 
fencing.  

Mr. Speaker, this year all the vendors have 
chosen to be located at various points along the pa-
rade route only. Thus, members of the public who 
choose not to bring their own picnic baskets to the 
parade may opt to enjoy some of the tasty treats pre-
pared by the vendors. I encourage the general public 
to support these local entrepreneurs. 

Mr. Speaker, I implore all spectators and pa-
rade participants to respect and cooperate with the 
parade marshals, whose job it is to ensure that the 
parade moves smoothly in a timely manner. Such co-
operation will help everyone, including our visitors, to 
have an enjoyable and memorable Bermuda Day. 

Mr. Speaker, I am well aware that some of our 
seniors and persons confined to their hospital beds 
will not be able to join the festivities on the streets of 
Hamilton on Monday. However, for those persons who 
are not able to make it to the parade, they can see it 
live on CITV beginning at 1:30 PM. The Bermuda Day 
Parade will also be aired on cablevision Channel 2 
and WOW Channel 102. 

Mr. Speaker, I take this opportunity to note, in 
this day of modern technology and communications, 
that our event happening in Bermuda on the 24th of 
May can be viewed anywhere in the world. Family 
members and friends overseas can watch the excite-
ment of the day, too, since the parade will be 
streamed live at www.citv.gov.bm. Mr. Speaker, I am 
grateful to the directing staff of the Department of 
Communication and Information for working with us to 
provide these services to the public and those over-
seas as well. 

Finally, I would like to publicly acknowledge 
the very hardworking staff of the Department of Com-

http://www.citv.gov.bm/
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munity and Cultural Affairs, who are responsible for 
organising the Bermuda Day Parade. The head of the 
department, Mrs. Heather Whalen, and her support 
staff, including Mrs. Louise Tannock, Mrs. Clyde-a-
Mae Tucker Place, and Keishunda Curtis, have 
worked many long hours for many months, Mr. 
Speaker, preparing for both Heritage Month and the 
Bermuda Day Parade. They have embraced the chal-
lenges with creativity, commitment, and enthusiasm. 
Well done!  

Happy Bermuda Day, Mr. Speaker, and thank 
you very much. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister Butterfield, the 
Honourable Member from Pembroke West Central, for 
all of those reminders for Bermuda Day. 

Any further Ministerial Statements?  
I now recognise the Honourable Member Mr. 

D. Burgess.  
Minister Burgess from Hamilton East has the 

floor.  
 

CURRENT DRY SPELL—FURTHER OBSERVA-
TIONS  

 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker.  

Mr. Speaker, I rise this morning to offer further 
observations about the current dry spell and to remind 
the Members of this Honourable House about those 
steps that are being taken by the Ministry of Works 
and Engineering to alleviate difficulties experienced by 
the people of Bermuda during dry spells. 

Mr. Speaker, Members of this Honourable 
House will know that I made a ministerial statement 
on this subject only a week ago. My decision to make 
a further statement today results from the fact that 
there has been almost no media coverage of what I 
said last week, except that the online version of Ber-
muda Sun carried my full statement. I am grateful to 
that newspaper for their coverage and regret that it 
seems not to have been seen by some of the water 
truckers who are currently complaining. I deem it es-
sential to set the record straight in this regard. 

It would appear, Mr. Speaker, that the news 
media thinks it more important to report crime than the 
state of our water.  

Mr. Speaker, among the truckers’ current 
concerns (as outlined by Mr. Ross Ford, President of 
the Bermuda Water Truckers Association, in this 
morning’s edition of the Royal Gazette) is the reduced 
operating hours of our trucker outlets. Last week I 
painstakingly explained the reasons for the reduced 
operating hours. I explained that the North Shore and 
Prospect Water Truckers’ Outlets in the Central Sup-
ply and Distribution System are normally open 24 
hours per day. However, the current severe demand 
has required the implementation of restricted hours of 
operation to facilitate the overnight replenishment of 

reservoir levels in order to provide a reliable water 
supply during the day and early evening. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Thank you. Yes, it is. 

Specifically, the reduced operating hours at 
the North Shore Truckers’ Outlet are 8 am to 8 pm, 
seven days per week, while the reduced operating 
hours at the Prospect Truckers’ Outlet are 8 am to 4 
pm. Let me repeat: The Prospect Truckers’ Outlet is 8 
am to 4 pm, and the North Shore Trucker’s Outlet is 8 
AM to 8 pm, seven days a week. 

The Prospect Truckers’ Outlet has 10 metered 
outlets assigned to trucking companies, and a single 
automated outlet for general use. The North Shore 
Water Truckers’ Outlet has four automated outlets. 
These automated outlets have seen very high usage 
in recent weeks, leading to increased wait line for 
truckers. Mr. Speaker, I also explained that for the 
same reason there will be reduced operating hours at 
the Port Royal Truckers’ Outlet. The current operating 
hours at Port Royal are 9 am to 6 pm, seven days per 
week. That could even change. Once the water is 
completed, no water left, it may close at 3, depending 
on the supply. 

Mr. Speaker, the rainfall level for the year to 
date is significantly below normal. Only 16 inches 
have been recorded, whereas the norm for this period 
is approximately 20 inches. Over the last two-and-a-
half months alone, there has been a shortfall of ap-
proximately 5 inches, a situation that has cost a high 
distribution demand at the beginning of the summer 
season. 

Responsible management of available re-
sources demanded that we reduce operating hours at 
the outlets in order to facilitate the replenishment of 
the reservoirs. Failure to respond responsibly could 
lead to the untenable situation where areas of the is-
lands, such as Cedar Park and Mary Victoria Road in 
Devonshire, where residents do not have water tanks, 
are left without water. We therefore look forward to the 
water truckers’ understanding in this regard.  

The reduced operating hours are a temporary 
measure, and it is our hope that regular operating 
hours—that is, 24 hours per day, seven days per 
week—will be restored soon, heavy rainfall permitting. 

Mr. Speaker, the Ministry of Works and Engi-
neering produces water at six water treatment facili-
ties and distributes water from three Water Truckers’ 
Outlets across the island. During the last month, ap-
proximately 27 million imperial gallons of water were 
sold by the Ministry of Works and Engineering. Some 
9 million imperial gallons of the total of 27 million im-
perial gallons were sold to water truckers—that is a 
third—a fact that demonstrates the severity of the cur-
rent water shortage. 

Mr. Speaker, Government cannot be held re-
sponsible if householders do not manage the water, 
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which means checking your tanks on a regular basis. 
We have not had rain in the last seven weeks. And if 
you do not check your tanks and you wake up one 
morning and it is empty—and you have many of 
them—then you may have to wait in line. You cannot 
hold anybody else responsible but yourselves. 

I know Bermudians say, Well, it is going to 
rain next week, so let me hold off. Looks like it is go-
ing to rain; let me hold off, and they get themselves in 
a problem, a regrettable problem, where they do not 
have water. 
 
[Inaudible interjection and laughter] 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Yes. Mr. Speaker, a 
water trucker also has complained publicly about the 
lack of access to the Minister. Let me say here that 
the Minister of Works and Engineering is always 
available to respond to water truckers or any other 
constituent in the community. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Even to the Opposi-
tion, as the Honourable Leader will tell you.  

And for the press to state that the Minister 
was not accessible is a blatant lie. And they never 
even called—never even called—the Ministry to find 
out our side of the story, you know. But that is what 
they print about us.  

It is almost like their saying the day before 
that Government received $9 million per litre, which 
was untrue. And next day they said the Government 
denied it, instead of making an apology. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: In the instant matter, I 
received only yesterday a request from the Water 
Truckers Association for a meeting just last night or 
today.  

Mr. Speaker, I am also pleased to note Mr. 
Ford’s plea, as reported in today’s edition of the Daily, 
that members of the public should be careful to con-
serve water to help to reduce the strain on the water 
providers. I associate myself wholeheartedly with Mr. 
Ford’s plea in that regard. 

Let me remind Members of this Honourable 
House and the people of Bermuda that the National 
Water Conservation Campaign began in January of 
2009, and since then the Ministry of Works and Engi-
neering has been actively encouraging the public to 
conserve water. The campaign includes television, 
radio, print ads in various publications, and online ad-
vertising. The principal goal of the Water Conservation 
Campaign is to reduce water demand, with the result-
ing benefit of extending the life of existing water 
treatment facilities and the deferral of capital spending 
for planned expansions or new facilities. 

The campaign has officially ended. And re-
ports and statistics have shown that residents are ac-
tively engaging in water conservation. The National 
Water Conservation Campaign will require active 
promotion on a regular basis, since water will always 
be one of Bermuda’s most precious resources. We 
can ill afford to relax in this area, Mr. Speaker. 

I close by referring the media to the full minis-
terial statement that I gave in this Honourable House 
last Friday. I also express gratitude to the island’s wa-
ter truckers who play such an important role at times 
like these, the water section team within the Ministry 
of Works and Engineering, and I look forward to con-
tinuation of the collaborative approach as we address 
the island’s water needs. 

Mr. Speaker, the Ministry of Works and Engi-
neering is actively managing the supply of water in the 
current dry spell by diverting water to high-demand 
areas; sharing water resources with private-sector 
entities, where feasible; and expanding and increas-
ing, where reasonable, the capacity of existing water 
production facilities.  

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister Burgess, the Hon-
ourable Member from Hamilton East.  

Are there any further ministerial statements? 
 We will move on. 
 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 
 
The Speaker: There are none. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
The Speaker: Well, we haven’t gotten there yet. The 
Chair has not even called it. 
 
[Inaudible interjection and laughter] 
 
The Speaker: In heavy interest of patience. 
 
An Hon. Member: Yes. 
 

QUESTION PERIOD 
 
The Speaker: We now come to the question period.  

I recognise the Honourable Member Mrs. 
Gordon-Pamplin of Paget West.  

Mrs. Gordon-Pamplin has the floor. 
 

QUESTION NO. 1 ON CURRENT DRY SPELL 
 
Mrs. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Mr. Speaker, 
thank you for your indulgence with my excitement and 
enthusiasm.  

I would like to ask Minister Burgess, with re-
spect to his statement on water, whether there is a 
possibility for bringing in an emergency reverse os-
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mosis machine in order to maximise the availability in 
St. George’s at the moment. 
 
The Speaker: Minister Burgess? 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: No. We do not think it 
is necessary, because the outlet at the BLDC is avail-
able. They had a slight problem earlier this week, but 
they are up and running and supplying water from last 
night. That is the report I have. So it is not necessary. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister Burgess. 
 
Mrs. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Another question. 
 
The Speaker: Supplementary, yes? 
 
Mrs. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Yes, I do, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: The Honourable Member has a sup-
plementary question. 

 
SUPPLEMENTARY 

 
Mrs. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. I wonder if the Minister could advise the 
Honourable House of the capacity of all of the storage 
units at the moment across the island with respect to 
water storage. 
 
The Speaker: Minister Burgess? 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Yes. The capacity is 
approximately three million gallons. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: That is our total stor-
age. And we have them all over in various areas. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister Burgess.  

I recognise the Honourable Member, Mr. H. 
Swan, Leader of the Opposition. Is it supplementary to 
this? 
 

QUESTION NO. 2 ON CURRENT DRY SPELL 
 
Hon. Hubert (Kim) E. Swan: [Microphone not turned 
on] Yes, sir. Just a question to the Minister regarding 
the facility at St. George’s, I believe, at the [inaudible] 
laundry. If that facility can be salvaged to provide a 
temporary solution to the crisis at present? 
 
The Speaker: Mr. Burgess? 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: As I mentioned in my 
statement last week, Honourable Member, that facility 
is in use. In fact, when we took down the Club Med 

plant, we took over the plant at that laundry. It does 
not produce as much as the Club Med plant, but it is 
being used at present. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister Burgess.  

Any further question?  
I recognise the Honourable Member Dr. Gib-

bons from Paget East.  
Dr. Gibbons? 
 

QUESTION NO. 3 ON CURRENT DRY SPELL 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Yes. Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker.  

I also have a question for the Honourable 
Member Mr. Burgess on this particular topic. And that 
is, there are significant storage facilities at both 
Southside on the baselands—I believe a million gal-
lons, at least—and there is one up at the Naval annex. 
Are those being currently used to store fresh water for 
use? 
 
The Speaker: Minister Burgess? 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: I do know the South-
side is being used. Not quite sure if the one at the Na-
val annex is being used as potable water. We are us-
ing, but I am not sure. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister.  

Is there a supplementary? 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Yes. Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Supplementary question, Mr. Gibbons. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Yes. A supplemen-
tary question on this is, Is Government supplying any 
water to cruise ships at this point? Or are they com-
pletely self-sustaining? 
 
The Speaker: Minister Burgess? 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: As the cruise ships 
require water, we supply it. In fact, as I mentioned in 
my statement last week, we increased our production 
of water by 88 per cent at Retco. And with that we are 
able to supply our internal use and the ships. 
 
The Speaker: The Honourable and Learned Member, 
Mr. Barritt, from Devonshire South Central has a 
question. 
 

QUESTION ON SURVEY OF FINDINGS WITH RE-
SPECT TO CELL PHONES 
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Mr. John Barritt: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  
My question is to the Minister who speaks in 

the House for Telecommunications and E-Commerce, 
Minister Michael Scott, the Honourable and Learned 
Member. I have this question for the Minister with re-
spect to his statement that he reported on the survey 
of findings with respect to cell phones.  

Would the Minister agree that they are now 
becoming commonplace in Bermuda, the use of cell 
phones? 
 
The Speaker: Minister Scott? 
 
Hon. Michael J. Scott: Without question, they are 
common and commonplace. 
 
Mr. John Barritt: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I have a 
supplementary. 
 
The Speaker: There is a supplementary question. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
 
Mr. John Barritt: Would the Minister agree that the 
use of cell phones is becoming common in driving on 
Bermuda’s roads? 
 
The Speaker: Minister Scott? 
 
Hon. Michael J. Scott: I defer that question and refer 
it to the Minister of Transport. 
 
The Speaker: Is there a further supplementary? 
 
Mr. John Barritt: Yes, Mr. Speaker. I was going to 
ask the Honourable and Learned Minister, given that 
his Ministry has responsibility for cell phones, whether 
they had developed any position with respect to the 
use of cell phones in driving in Bermuda, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: That is not a question. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
The Speaker: Question? 
 
Mr. John Barritt: Yes. I wanted to know whether his 
Ministry had developed any position or policy with re-
spect to the use of cell phones and driving on Ber-
muda’s roads. 
 
The Speaker: The Minister declines to answer. 
 
Mr. John Barritt: The Minister declines? 
 
The Speaker: Take your seat, Mr. Barritt.  

The Honourable Member, Mr. Simons? 

 
QUESTION NO. 4 ON CURRENT DRY SPELL 

 
Mr. Nelson H. Cole Simons: This question is for the 
Minister of Works and Engineering, and I am getting 
back to the water supply.  

Would the Minister please share with the 
House the ongoing testing requirements for water in 
our water lenses to ensure that the water that is being 
distributed is of a good quality?  

There has been concern of the building down 
in Devonshire and the contamination of the water 
lens. So my question is, Is there an ongoing quality 
testing for the water drawn from the various water 
lenses in Bermuda to ensure that they meet interna-
tional standards and health standards? Thank you. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Mr. Simons.  

Minister Burgess? 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: I can answer for the 
wells that are used by the W&E. But for the others, 
that is the Environment and Health. Ours is checked 
on a regular basis—on a regular basis. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister.  

No further questions?  
We move on. 

 
CONGRATULATORY  

AND OBITUARY SPEECHES 
 

The Speaker: I am going to take the Honourable 
Member Mr. K. Horton, Southampton West.  

Mr. Horton has the floor. 
 
Hon. K. H. Randolph Horton: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. Mr. Speaker, I would like to stand today to 
ask this Honourable House to send congratulations to 
the graduates of the Bermuda College, Mr. Speaker. I 
attended, as you did, that ceremony yesterday. And it 
was pleasing to see the graduates, particularly the 
number of young males that were graduating. 

Mr. Speaker, I would like to particularly ask 
that this House send congratulations to the speaker, 
Sarah Tucker-Jackson. Ms. Jackson was the com-
mencement speaker, and, Mr. Speaker, she did not 
mince her words in providing advice and a path for our 
young people to take in terms of standards and values 
that are necessary in order to have success, whether 
it be on the job, whether it be in your families, and cer-
tainly in order for there to be sustaining, healthy com-
munities in our midst. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Mr. Horton.  

I am going to take the Honourable Member 
Minister Butterfield from Pembroke West Central.  

Minister Butterfield has the floor.  
 



Official Hansard Report 21 May 2010 187 
 

House of Assembly 

Hon. D. Neletha I. Butterfield: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker.  

This being Heritage Month, I would like for our 
congratulations to be sent to the Prospect Primary 
School Seniors Tea, the theme was Stepping Out 
Bermuda Style. And I am sure that the Honourable 
Deputy Premier would like to be associated with these 
remarks of thanks and gratitude to Dorothy Trott and 
her team at Prospect Primary School for a wonderful 
Seniors Tea, as well as the Rainbow Tea and Hat 
Show at the Devonshire Senior Circle Club.  

For some time, they have been holding these 
Senior Teas. But so many of them pass on as they get 
older, and there was a break in between for many 
years because of those who had passed away. And I 
am very pleased to see that they have started this 
again. 

And also, congratulations to one of our former 
Youth Parliamentarians, Jahkeel Quallo, who under 
the distinguished patronage of Reverend Dr. Lenel D. 
Geitman and Mrs. Tansania Geitman [PHONETIC], 
had a gospel benefit concert for him. And I would like 
to associate the Honourable Member Patricia Gordon-
Pamplin on a job well done by all those that partici-
pated there, as he travels next month, I believe, to 
study law. 

On a sad note, Mr. Speaker, I remember 
when I got up and gave thanks to the Honourable 
Dale Butler and Sean Haywood [PHONETIC] for the 
Hall of Fame. And as you know, it was a very emo-
tional day for some of us. And I recall seeing the pic-
ture of Milton Robinson. And he has suddenly passed, 
and I would like for condolences to be sent to his fam-
ily, and I would think the whole House, because this is 
another giant musician, a good friend of my father’s.  

And when these things happen, all you can 
hear is someone calling and saying, Hey, honey. This 
is your Uncle Milt. Could you let your daddy know this, 
or something. Or stop by the house and you will see 
them on the porch having a good conversation. So it 
is going to be a tremendous loss to the musicians in 
Bermuda. And I wanted condolences to be sent to his 
family.  

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister Butterfield.  

I now recognise the Honourable Member, Mr. 
Premier.  

Mr. Premier has the floor. 
 
Dr. the Hon. Ewart Frederick Brown: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker.  

I would like to ask this Honourable House to 
send a message of sympathy to the family of Mr. Mi-
chael Telemaque, the father of Mr. Mark Telemaque, 
Cabinet Secretary. And I would like for Members in 
that message to indicate that our sympathy is indeed 
heartfelt.  

Thank you. 

 
The Speaker: Thank you, Mr. Premier.  

I am going to take the Honourable Member 
Dr. Gibbons from Paget East.  

Dr. Gibbons has the floor. 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker.  

Mr. Speaker, I rise this morning to also ask to 
be associated with the congratulations to the gradu-
ates of Bermuda College. I know my honourable col-
league, Mr. Kim Swan, would also like to be associ-
ated with those congratulations, and particularly to the 
graduate speaker Mr. Sheldon Jones, who spoke very 
strongly about having not only a positive outlook on 
life, but removing the word can’t from your vocabulary. 

It was a good day, Mr. Speaker. It was also 
pleasing to see the number of graduates who were 
graduating with actually a four-year degree in the 
combined program with Mount Saint Vincent Univer-
sity. And certainly send our congratulations to those 
who laboured long and hard to get their certificates, 
diplomas, and associate degrees. 

Mr. Speaker, while I am on my feet, I would 
also like to be associated with the condolences to the 
family of Mark Telemaque. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Dr. Gibbons.  

I now recognise the Honourable Member, Mr. 
W. Lister from Sandy South Central.  

Mr. Lister has the floor. 
 
Hon. Walter M. Lister: Good morning, Mr. Speaker.  

There has been a lot of discussion about the 
media this past week. And I would like to take the op-
portunity, Mr. Speaker, to congratulate Bermuda 
News Network, which is an electronic news medium 
which started producing news again yesterday. 

And also, Mr. Speaker, I would like to extend 
congratulations, although it is belated, to Bermuda 
News Network—BerNews it is. Mr. Speaker, this elec-
tronic media is extremely important in this day and 
age, in that, with the Blackberry and the electronic 
media, regardless where you are in the world, you can 
receive concise news about Bermuda. I think that I 
would like to say, as I have said, congratulations to 
both of them for their efforts in receiving news as 
close as it is to reality. 

Mr. Speaker, I would just like to say congratu-
lations to our speaker this morning, the Right Honour-
able Denzil Douglas. And do you know, Mr. Speaker, 
there are very few over the 34 years that we have 
been here, and the 40 years you have been here . . . 
we all have to get elected to speak here. But there are 
three other persons who have had the opportunity to 
speak here during that period of time.  

Do you remember 1976? Her Majesty the 
Queen came to the House and delivered a message. 
And in more recent years, I think it was 2000, the for-
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mer President of the United States, Jimmy Carter, he 
also came and delivered a message here in this 
House. And we are very blessed today to have the 
Right Honourable Denzil Douglas come and share 
with us. 

These are very high moments for us, and for 
us here in this House. And I would like to extend con-
gratulations to the Prime Minister for his visit.  

Thank you. 
  
The Speaker: Thank you, Mr. Lister.  

I now recognise the Honourable Member, Mr. 
N. Simons.  

Mr. Simons from Smith’s South has the floor. 
 
Mr. Nelson H. Cole Simons: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker.  

I would like to send a message of condolence 
to the family of Ms. Beryl Manget. She was a teacher 
at the West Pembroke School. She lived in my con-
stituency. 

I think most of the House would like to be as-
sociated with these remarks, because she touched a 
lot of lives in the community and a lot of people who 
are in this House today.  

She is one of the old-time teachers that cared 
for Bermudians. No nonsense, but she had a passion 
for education. It was not just a job. It was, How can I 
touch and improve the lives of the people that I work 
with and serve? So, on behalf of the House, I would 
like to send condolences to the family of Ms. Manget 
for her sterling career and her fine contribution to 
Bermuda in the field of education. 

I would also like to associate myself with the 
comments made in regards to Mark Telemaque’s fa-
ther. I saw Mark yesterday morning, and I am just 
saddened by the situation at large.  

Thank you. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Mr. Simons.  

I recognise the Honourable Member, Mr. H. 
Swan, Leader of the Opposition, from St. George’s 
West.  

Mr. Swan, you have the floor. 
 
Hon. Hubert (Kim) E. Swan: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker.  

I would like a letter of congratulations sent to 
the CEO of HSBC, Mr. Phil Butterfield, on the ribbon-
cutting ceremony that was attended by officials here 
and far on behalf of that global organisation, the Har-
borview Center.  

Mr. Speaker, it was a wonderful event, both 
the afternoon ribbon-cutting and, indeed, the event 
they put on in the evening. And I did take note. I have 
sent a message to my two brothers that you need to 
certainly take a page out of Mr. Butterfield’s book be-
cause it coincided with the birthday of his brother, the 
Honourable Premier. And I would like to extend birth-

day greetings to the Premier as well, who celebrated a 
birthday on that same day. Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  

And I include my colleague, Dr. Gibbons. The 
Honourable Member would like to be associated with 
those comments, and indeed the entire side of this 
aisle.  

Thank you. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Mr. Leader of the Opposi-
tion, Mr. Swan from St. George’s West.  

I now recognise the Honourable and Learned 
Member, Mr. M. Scott from Sandys North.  

Minister Scott has the floor. 
 
Hon. Michael J. Scott: Mr. Speaker, thank you.  

I note that the distinguished Leader of the 
Opposition wished the belated birthday wishes to our 
Premier from that side of the House only. So I will take 
the opportunity to extend birthday wishes belatedly to 
Dr. the Hon. Ewart Brown, on behalf of all of the Mem-
bers of the Government, myself too, to wish him 
many, many happy returns of that day. 

Mr. Speaker, yesterday there was yet another 
ribbon-cutting ceremony, and I would like to be asso-
ciated with the congratulations offered by my col-
league, Mr. Walter M. Lister, to the owner and opera-
tor of the newly launched electronic news network. I 
speak of none other than Senator Brown, the Chief 
Executive Officer of BNN, the Bermuda News Net-
work. Under the watchful and proud gaze of both the 
Premier and several of Senator Brown’s Senate col-
leagues, including the Attorney General of Bermuda, 
Minister De Silva, Minister without Portfolio, and my-
self as Minister with responsibility for Telecommunica-
tions, I had the pleasure to launch the Bermuda News 
Network, a full spread of dynamic interoperable plat-
form of news, which, as M. P. Lister indicated, is up to 
the minute. 

It is a variety of news options and classified 
ads, opinions. But most importantly, it is an independ-
ent editorial format focused on the Bermuda commu-
nity. So I commend the owner of this news network, 
starting on a front of news access that will not only set 
the tone, but it will become the way that we gather our 
news in the future, certainly in the near future. Our 
children will find it as common to access as we do the 
“print” media. But it is a wave of the future, and it 
looked great. And I want to commend that new entre-
preneur in the news space, Senator Brown. 

I wish also to be associated with the condo-
lences extended to the Cabinet Secretary on the loss 
of his father, an attorney. I know that the legal com-
munity will mourn the passing of Michael Telemaque. 
But, certainly, I wish to extend my sympathies on be-
half of my family to Cabinet Secretary Telemaque and 
his mother, Mrs. Telemaque, and to the entire family, 
the Edward Simons family as well.  

Thank you, sir. 
 



Official Hansard Report 21 May 2010 189 
 

House of Assembly 

The Speaker: Thank you, Minister Scott.  
I am going to take the Honourable Member, 

Mr. D. Lister, who has been trying to jump in. The 
Honourable Member from Sandys North Central.  

Mr. Lister has the floor. 
 
Hon. Dennis P. Lister: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  

Mr. Speaker, I rise this morning to ask this 
Honourable House to send condolences to the family 
of the late Mrs. Rosalie Furbert Williams, whose fu-
neral was this week.  

Mrs. Williams was the matriarch of the family, 
Mr. Speaker. She is mother to many sons and daugh-
ters who all, in the tributes that were given to her, 
spoke about the way that she raised her family with a 
firm hand—firmness, but a lot of love. And the tributes 
by family and friends who spoke, Mr. Speaker, used 
[that] as an example of what is missing today in the 
way our children are raised. The firmness that we 
used to see in that old Bermuda home may not be 
what it used to be. Mrs. Williams surely raised her 
family with that firmness, Mr. Speaker. And her family 
is a better family today because of that.  

We would just like to have the family receive 
the right words of condolences from this Honourable 
Chamber in honour of the life that was well lived by 
their mother. 

Mr. Speaker, I would also like to have condo-
lences sent to the family of the late Kenneth Brimmer, 
who was also laid to rest this week. In fact, both fu-
nerals were on the same day, Mr. Speaker, this 
Wednesday.  

Mr. Brimmer—Paul, I should say . . . he was a 
young man, right? Because he was a ’58 baby like the 
Honourable Minister in front of us. They were both 
born in . . . well, all three of us born in ’58.  He was a 
classmate of ours at Berkeley, Mr. Speaker.  

Mr. Brimmer was one of those individuals who 
was always a nice man. A nice gentleman from the 
time we were at Berkeley, he always had a very warm 
and nice personality about him. He went on to repre-
sent Bermuda in the track and field arena. He was 
part of the track and field class of the greats of Debbie 
Jones and Cal Dill and Mike Watson and all those 
persons who ran in that era. Kenneth Brimmer was in 
that class of athlete, Mr. Speaker.  

His passing was surely a sudden shock to all 
of us, Mr. Speaker, in that he lost his life in a car acci-
dent whilst overseas on holiday. And it is just a tragic 
way to have lost such a kind and nice person. I would 
like to have the Honourable House send the appropri-
ate words to his family as well, Mr. Speaker. 

Mr. Speaker, while I am still on my feet, I 
would like to be associated with the condolences that 
have been expressed to the Telemaque family on the 
passing of Mr. Michael Telemaque.  

Mr. Speaker, although I did not know Mr. 
Telemaque personally, my office has had quite a bit of 
interaction with his office. We always looked forward 

to that interaction because we knew that it would be 
done with professionalism; it would be done in a 
timely manner. And, as one of the lawyers said, we 
looked forward to the work with him because of that. 
Sometimes, we cannot say that about all of the law 
firms that we have to work with in this regard. But he 
was surely one that we were pleased to work with. 
And I would like to be associated with the remarks.  

Thank you. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Mr. Lister.  

Any further speakers?  
I recognise the Honourable and Learned 

Member, Minister P. Cox from Devonshire North 
West.  

Minister Cox has the floor. 
 
Hon. Paula A. Cox: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Mr. 
Speaker, I certainly would like to be associated with 
the remarks of condolence to the Telemaque family, 
and in particular to the Cabinet Secretary and his 
mother, particularly on the sudden passing of the hus-
band and father of the Telemaque family.  

I also would like to be associated with the 
congratulations to the graduates of the Bermuda Col-
lege. They cut a fine picture yesterday, and you could 
feel the ebullience in their comments as they even 
interpolated. 

Mr. Speaker, yesterday seemed to be a day 
when we focused on students of excellence. At one 
stage, we had the young people who are about to go 
on to college, in some cases. But I think in the eve-
ning you saw, at a much younger age, I suppose, the 
seeds of greatness were being sowed. And I particu-
larly want to commend the Honourable Dame Jennifer 
M. Smith and her constituency for the Future Leader 
Awards that were held last night at the East End Pri-
mary School. And I think the whole event was a salute 
and tribute to our young people.  

The guest speaker was young Mr. Jacari 
Brimmer-Landy who was the Teen Services 2010 
Outstanding Teen. And the awardees were Kaisha De 
Silva  [PHONETIC] and De Rajais Hollis Trott [PHO-
NETIC] of St. David’s Primary. We had Shanara Smith 
Rooks [PHONETIC] and Ezekiel Swan of St. George’s 
Preparatory. We had Kadisha Fox [PHONETIC] and 
Tyrese Cheeseman [PHONETIC] of East End Primary 
School. And we had Jasmine Renfro and Cory Outer-
bridge [PHONETIC] of Clearwater Middle School.  

They not only received awards and these 
wonderful little glass plaques, but to celebrate what 
they had been doing—and doing so well—they also 
[received] books. And I think certainly they were 
books that these young people were eager to read.  

And also, their schools had a contribution to 
their library by the Honourable Dame Jennifer Smith 
to help to inculcate that love of reading and of educa-
tion for those students who are at those schools. 
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So, Mr. Speaker, I think that we have to focus 
on the feel-good factor and on those who are doing so 
many very good things in our community. And I cer-
tainly would like to commend the leadership with the 
holding and hosting of these Future Leader Awards.  

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister Cox.  

I recognise the Honourable Member, Mr. C. 
Swan, Southampton West Central.  

Mr. Swan has the floor. 
 
Mr. Charles F. B. Swan: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  

Mr. Speaker, I just rise this morning wanting 
to associate myself with the condolences to Milton 
Robinson—I have a few to do, so I will move along—
the well-known and well-respected musician whom we 
all know.  

I would also like to have this House send con-
dolences to the family of Eric Amos, a great doyen of 
the Amos family from Warwick; and also to the family 
of Albert Bean, the brother of Sunsari [PHONETIC] 
(now-passed along), “Snooks” Bean from up in 
Scholar Hill in Somerset. 

Mr. Speaker, I would like to be associated 
also with the congratulations— 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Mr. Charles F. B. Swan: Snooks’ brother, Albert, the 
oldest one . . . Associate the Leader of the Opposition 
with those condolences to the Bean family. 

I would like to be associated with congratula-
tions, also, to the graduating class from the Bermuda 
College. I am always pleased to attend the ceremony, 
Mr. Speaker. It is one of the most uplifting things I get 
to attend, to see students who have made the sacri-
fice to make a decision to further their own self-
interests and, ultimately, be of benefit to the people . . 
. well, themselves, their families, their neighbour-
hoods, and the country that we all live in. 

Mr. Speaker, I would also like congratulatory 
remarks sent to PHC for their thrilling win in the 
BELCO Cup. It was last weekend.  

And also to a threesome of young sailors, 
Bermudian sailors, who were attending Christ Church 
School in Virginia, who were instrumental in that 
school in a fund-raising race just recently. I will put 
their names on the sheet. 

I do not know if it is in order, Mr. Speaker, but 
one of the Members who happens to sit on the other 
side of the floor from us has, I believe, a daughter get-
ting married today. And I would like to offer her con-
gratulations. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Mr. Charles F. B. Swan: Is it today? Yes, Zara De 
Silva.  

I only mention it, Mr. Speaker, because we 
used to . . . well, as parents we get our children in-
volved in sports. And Zara and my son play a lot of 
tennis together. And I don’t know. I believe one of the 
parents who sits in this Honourable House, the Hon-
ourable Member, Mr. De Silva, might have thought 
that perhaps today they might have been getting mar-
ried. 
 
[Laughter] 
 
Mr. Charles F. B. Swan: It is not to be, but I offer my 
congratulations in any case.  

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: I now recognise the Honourable Mem-
ber, Mr. D. Butler, from Warwick North East.  

Mr. Butler has the floor. 
 
Hon. Dale D. Butler: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  

Mr. Speaker, I wish to be associated with all 
the remarks made so far.  

But, in particular, Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
single out a genius of a musician and be associated 
with the remarks made by the Honourable Minister, 
Neletha Butterfield, because I feel a degree of condo-
lences and sympathy, but at the same time, happi-
ness, knowing that we had the opportunity to recog-
nise the outstanding contribution made to Bermuda’s 
musical history by the late Milt Robinson—a genius in 
the realm of music, a composer, an arranger.  

And the former Minister, the Honourable Mr. 
Randolph Horton, wishes to be associated with that.  

I am so happy that the Hall of Fame was able 
to induct him a couple of months ago so that we could 
recall his outstanding contribution to Bermuda. And so 
I would like to be associated with all the remarks that 
have been given to his memory, and associate the 
Shadow Minister, I believe, Mrs. Louise Jackson, with 
those remarks as well.  

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Mr. Butler.  

I am going to take the Honourable Member 
Mr. Perinchief.  

The Honourable Member, Mr. Perinchief, has 
the floor. 
 
Hon. Wayne N. M. Perinchief: Thank you very much, 
Mr. Speaker.  

I simply wish to be associated with condo-
lences sent out to the lady who just passed, Mrs. 
Beryl Manget; also Milton Robinson; and Mr. Michael 
Telemac.  

Mr. Michael Telemaque, in particular, was an 
associate of mine while he was a policeman. He went 
on to become a lawyer. And I am certain that he had 
that influence on his son, Mark Telemaque. So I just 
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wish to be associated with condolences sent to the 
family.  

Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Mr. Perinchief.  

Any further speakers? I recognise the Hon-
ourable Member, Mr. D. Tucker, from Hamilton South.  

Mr. D. Tucker has the floor. 
 
Mr. Darius D. M. Tucker: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  

Mr. Speaker, I would like to be associated 
with the remarks of Mr. Kenneth Brimmer.  

I had the opportunity of meeting Mr. Brimmer 
when I went to work at the Department of Agriculture 
and Fisheries. At that time he was the stores man-
ager, and he issued out your clothes and things like 
that to you. And through my employment down there, I 
really got to know Mr. Brimmer. And he is a wonderful, 
wonderful man, and a young man at that.  

And when things like this happen, it just takes 
you for a loop. And it is so tragic that his life was cut 
short. But I will say that when he was alive, anyone 
who came in contact with him met a wonderful, won-
derful gentleman. And [it is] surely going to be a loss 
[for] his family and within his work environment now 
down [at] Works and Engineering.  

He was the type of person that if something 
was happening he would put the fire out. At the work-
place, if things were transpiring, he would just very 
quietly just go there and say, Look. Don’t worry for 
that there. That is the type of mannerism he had. And 
he would do things without even seeking any reward.  

It is certainly a sad day just to know that he 
has passed and gone on to glory.  

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Mr. Tucker.  

Any further speakers? 
 
[No audible response] 
 
The Speaker: No further speakers? We will move on. 
 

MATTERS OF PRIVILEGE 
 
The Speaker: There are none. 
 

PERSONAL EXPLANATIONS 
 

The Speaker: There are none. 
 

NOTICE OF MOTIONS FOR  
ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE  

ON MATTERS OF URGENT  
PUBLIC IMPORTANCE 

 
The Speaker: There are none. 
 

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS 
 
The Speaker: Government Bills, Opposition Bills, Pri-
vate Members’ Bills. 
 
[No audible response] 
 
The Speaker: We will move on. There are none. 
 

NOTICES OF MOTIONS 
 
The Speaker: I now recognise the Honourable Mr. 
Premier.  

Mr. Premier has the floor. 
 

MOTION TO ADOPT THE REPORT OF THE CON-
STITUENCY BOUNDARIES COMMISSION FOR 

BERMUDA 
 
Dr. the Hon. Ewart Frederick Brown: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker.  

I move that this Honourable House consider 
and adopt the Report of the Constituency Boundaries 
Commission for Bermuda. 
 
The Speaker: Sir, leave of the House is necessary for 
Government matters. 
 We move to Orders of the Day. 
 

ORDERS OF THE DAY 
 
The Speaker: To save me having to call out all the 
orders, can we just move down to the order which the 
House is going to be taking up today? 
 
An Hon. Member: Yes, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: That is Order Number 4. Motion to be 
moved by the Honourable Member, Dr. Brown, the 
Premier, that this Honourable House take note of the 
Report entitled “A Study of Employment, Earnings, 
and Educational Gaps Between Young Black Ber-
mudian Males and Their Same-Age Peers” by Ronald 
B. Mincy, Monique Jethwani-Keyser, and Eva 
Haldane 

Mr. Premier? 
 
MOTION TO TAKE NOTE OF THE MINCY REPORT 

“A STUDY OF EMPLOYMENT, EARNINGS, AND 
EDUCATIONAL GAPS BETWEEN YOUNG BLACK 

BERMUDIAN MALES AND THEIR SAME-AGE 
PEERS” 

 
Dr. the Hon. Ewart Frederick Brown: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker.  

Mr. Speaker, this debate, which will no doubt 
occupy much of the time of the House, is by far the 
most important debate of this young century. I term it 
that because written in this study is a stern message 



192 21 May 2010 Official Hansard Report 
 

 House of Assembly 

of our tortured past, our challenging present, and our 
achievable future.  

In this, my 17th year as a Member of this Hon-
ourable House, I reflect on many proud moments of 
service and debates that have influenced the Island of 
Bermuda for good. It is with that service in mind, Mr. 
Speaker, that I consider it among my proudest mo-
ments to rise today and lead this debate. 

Mr. Speaker, an examination of this study by 
the eminent academic professor, Ronald Mincy, re-
veals a network of themes that span the ministerial 
portfolios that have traditionally existed in our system 
of Westminster-style cabinet governance. This debate 
can and should be a debate about culture, a debate 
about economics, a debate about education, and a 
debate about social rehabilitation. The snapshot pre-
sented by this Report is so riveting as to focus our 
efforts on addressing the ills that it records. 

Mr. Speaker, for those who still, in spite of the 
cogent nature of the Report, ask why we needed to do 
it, permit me to borrow from the model of the Times 
and Advocate, Bermuda’s first Black newspaper. And 
I quote: “For the cause that lacks assistance, for the 
wrong that needs resistance, for the future in the dis-
tance, and the good that we can do.” That is why, Mr. 
Speaker, for “the good that we can do.” 

Mr. Speaker, before I occupied the office of 
Premier, I addressed the Hamilton Rotary Club, and in 
that speech I warned of the growth of a group I re-
ferred to as “the unemployables.” This growing demo-
graphic in our community, comprised mainly of young 
people whose skills were such that they were not de-
sirable to employers, and whose interests and outlook 
were such as to make lesser forms of employment 
unattractive to them . . . The net result, Mr. Speaker, 
is a group who feel disconnected from the society and 
whose frustration increases with each opportunity they 
feel passes them by. 

Against this background, Mr. Speaker, let me 
remind Honourable Members of the perennial results 
of CURE surveys, which confirm the evidence we see 
in glossy corporate annual reports that speak to the 
consistent under-representation of Black people gen-
erally, and Black males in particular, in the highest  

Now, Mr. Speaker, superimpose on those two 
scenarios an education system that, until very re-
cently, failed to provide genuine instruction in citizen-
ship and Bermudian history; an education system 
whose method of addressing the unique learning style 
of male children was detention, mock discipline, or the 
determination that these boys were more suited to 
working with their hands. 

I should pause and parenthetically add that 
racism has yet to be sprinkled into this recipe for dis-
aster. But add it we must, Mr. Speaker, because it is a 
fact of our past and a significant factor of our present. 
Racism has been that intangible thing, that elephant in 
the room, that thing which Reverend Kingsley 
Tweed’s “polite society” dare not mention as reality. 

Mr. Speaker, two clear policy initiatives 
evolved from these facts. The first was the Big Con-
versation to lance the boil of racism in this country; 
and secondly, the commissioning of this Report by 
Professor Mincy. It is a moral imperative that we inject 
the fierce urgency of now to reverse the historical 
marginalisation of Black males in this country. At 
every turn, it is our duty to embrace the truth of the 
facts, not to bristle at the discomfort they cause, and 
to chart a path towards genuine inclusion for Black 
men in this country. 

Mr. Speaker, Professor Mincy finds that our 
young Black men are not idle. To the contrary, they 
are working; but they are not drivers in this economy. 
They are not equipped educationally, and in some 
cases socially, to be influences in their own country. 
This comes as a result of what is essentially a vicious 
cycle. The examples presented and seen in most 
homes are of a mother who goes to work in an office, 
who has some academic grounding, and who is at a 
desk all day. That example does not resonate with 
boys. 

Present or absent, engaged or not, fathers 
exert a massive influence over their sons, particularly 
in the area of career choices. Predominantly, fathers 
“work with their hands.” And as the Report says (and I 
quote), “Boys observe little professional or managerial 
work from their fathers or relatives, which may con-
tribute to their view that such work is unsuitable for 
them.”  

As a result, Mr. Speaker, early career choices 
are made that see boys opt for trades or areas where 
they believe they can “work with their hands” and per-
haps be their own boss, and, of course, be more like 
their fathers. Thus, the preference for working with 
hands passes from one generation to another, even 
though the economy is generating high-paying jobs, 
administrative, managerial, and professional jobs re-
quiring postsecondary education. 

Within this generational cycle, Mr. Speaker, 
are some challenging economic realities. To the 
young, single man living at home with his parents, the 
prospect of $25 or $30 an hour is a goldmine. Add a 
spouse, children, housing costs and general cost of 
living, and the lack of income-earning potential and 
the inability to increment invalidates the early choice 
and stress the family unit and strains the self-worth of 
the man in question, who now must assume additional 
employment to deliver the standard of living required 
in his household. 

Working with his hands has not yielded effec-
tive insurance coverage. It has limited his ability to 
save. It does not provide optimum pension benefits, 
and, moreover, so diminishes his ability to provide 
postretirement comfort, that the government must be 
prepared to meet these challenges for such citizens.  

It is breathtaking in its cause and effect, Mr. 
Speaker, but it is real. It is life for so many people in 
Bermuda. But it need not be so, provided we accept 
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these findings and make working with one’s hands a 
choice and not an inevitability. 

The break in the cycle I have described can 
occur at several levels, Mr. Speaker. Professor 
Mincy’s focus, thankfully, is on the future, in that he 
extensively interviewed 18 young Black men whose 
candid responses, supported by his analysis, are most 
instructive. What is clear is that our education system 
has a critical role to play in reversing these trends.  

Professor Mincy found that teachers are offer-
ing career guidance too late, oftentimes in the final 
year of high school. And limited exposure to employ-
ment options and college requirements may lead them 
in a position to say, “We’re graduating, but what 
next?” 

Mr. Speaker, I am certain that the Honourable 
Member who speaks for education will address this. 
But allow me to observe that the Report found that 
“schools desperately need increased guidance and 
career counselling, so that academic or behavioural 
problems some black Bermudian males encounter 
can be identified early and the career interests and 
steps to post-secondary education can be identified 
for those who are on course to graduate from college.” 

Mr. Speaker, in my own experience, in a study 
done more than 25 years ago, it was determined that 
it is an extremely rare counsellor who is able to coun-
sel young people to earn more than they, the counsel-
lors, make. And that is a practical observation that 
must be kept in mind as we attempt to revise the 
counselling environment. 

Mr. Speaker, Honourable Members will no 
doubt recall the jumpstart on meeting these chal-
lenges foreshadowed in November’s Speech from the 
Throne. It bears repeating, Mr. Speaker, that the Gov-
ernment undertook to: 

1. strengthen the detailed, personalised as-
sessment of at risk students to ensure that behav-
ioural, home psychological, discipline and other issues 
do not go unaddressed; 

2. expand and hone the skills of existing 
school counsellors to include the provision of skilled 
career guidance to better prepare students for careers 
in Bermuda ‘s economy; and 

3. implement specialised instructions for boys 
throughout the public school system recognising the 
special needs of this particular group and their learn-
ing requirements. 

Mr. Speaker, I must point out that yesterday I, 
too, had the pleasure of attending the commencement 
exercises at Bermuda College. And as I fingered 
through the programme, there was something that 
stood out for me, and it has been with me ever since. 
And that is that the number of young people who 
graduated from the Division of Applied Technology in 
plumbing or masonry, et cetera—that number was 
lower than the number of faculty and staff in that divi-
sion. And this speaks to the need for improving career 
guidance and direction. 

Mr. Speaker, we have already set in motion 
strategies that fall out of this Report and which will 
start to reverse the cycle to which I have referred. Mr. 
Speaker, such is the evaluative quality of the Report’s 
research that the engagement of Professor David 
Hopkins and his team to review the education system 
and the path of tough choices to be taken in that re-
form effort are validated by Professor Mincy’s findings. 

Permit me, Mr. Speaker, to invite Honourable 
Members’ attention to page 36 of the Report, where 
the spectre of our work’s importance is raised. It says, 
Mr. Speaker, and I quote: “Until now we have as-
sumed that employers determine the earnings of 
young Black Bermudian men using the same rules to 
determine the earnings of their same-age peers. 
However this need not be the case. For example, em-
ployers may reward educational achievements of 
young White Bermudian men more than they reward 
the same educational achievement of Black Ber-
mudian men. This could represent a different kind of 
disenfranchisement than we discuss above, or a 
judgment on the part of employers, that White and 
Black male workers with the same education certifi-
cate have different levels of productivity. The latter 
interpretation is not unreasonable, because most 
young Black Bermudians attend public schools, while 
most young White Bermudians attend private schools. 
Employers may be making the judgment that an edu-
cational certificate from a private school makes work-
ers more productive than the same certificate from a 
public school.” 

Mr. Speaker, we cannot, and this Government 
will not permit that possibility to take root. We are 
committed to making the public education system one 
of excellence. We want employers to feel confident in 
the young men and women we produce. Our intended 
strides in public education, as well as the mentoring, 
speak to . . . The mentoring programs of national ser-
vice will permit sound career choices on the part of 
our young people and make them undeniable assets 
to a broad range of employers. 

Mr. Speaker, I mentioned earlier that this de-
bate would canvass the remits of many ministries and 
the tenets of many theories, economic and social. Mr. 
Speaker, no economics degree is required to under-
stand that a return on an investment is the principal 
guide for an investor. So it is with young Black Ber-
mudian men. Mr. Speaker, I refer to CURE survey 
results and the impenetrable hold that White males 
have on jobs in the upper reaches of business in this 
country. 

Mr. Speaker, I would invite the attention of 
Honourable Members to pages 39 and 40 of the Re-
port. These pages independently verify what we know 
from our CURE results. But I must highlight some is-
sues that speak to the various factors I believe form 
the reality of life in our country. 

Firstly, Mr. Speaker, Professor Mincy finds 
that Black Bermudian men earn higher returns on in-
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vestments in technical certificates than either White 
Bermudian men or Black Bermudian women. He says, 
and I quote, “These higher returns to technical de-
grees help explain why Black Bermudian men are 
more likely to invest in this form of postsecondary 
education than in any other form.” 

Let me pause here, Mr. Speaker, and say 
that, while the return may be high, Honourable Mem-
bers must take note that these men form the equiva-
lent of the American middle class, whose sole influ-
ence is their vote and not their economic power of 
influence to shape the nation’s affairs. This is impor-
tant because in an economy whose main pillar is 
based upon tertiary or graduate-level functioning, this 
trend unaffected means that a segment of this com-
munity will never—never—be influences in the eco-
nomic engine that drives this country’s policies, social 
life, and way of life. That, Mr. Speaker, is simply a 
fact. 

Mr. Speaker, at page 40 of the Report this is 
made manifest. And the circle, conspiracy, design, 
coincidence—one can choose which—is laid bare. 
The chart labelled Figure 16 and headed “Returns to 
Postsecondary Education by Race and Gender” dem-
onstrates the stark variance of returns by race, par-
ticularly at the graduate level.  

Professor Mincy records, and I quote, “ . . . 
Black Bermudian men may obtain less college and 
university education than Black Bermudian women, 
not because they are less interested in learning or 
because they are less willing or able to postpone 
gratification, but because they are behaving rationally. 
A cost-benefit analysis of any investment would lead 
to the same conclusion about post-secondary educa-
tion that young Black Bermudians reach: It’s just not 
worth it.” 

Mr. Speaker, that is a stunning statement, 
supported by sound reasoning and evidence. It should 
challenge us to stop copping out by saying, “They can 
only work with their hands.” It should urge us to aban-
don an attitude that makes us reluctant to demand 
high standards of our students and to encourage 
competition. What it should do most of all, Mr. 
Speaker, is embarrass us into fixing the issues that 
make this cost-benefit analysis even necessary. 

Our people are not without ability. They are 
not without opportunity. And they are not without ac-
cess to resources. What is lacking is the will of some 
to accept the reality that the absence of Black men in 
positions of influence in the economy’s cockpit and, 
moreover, the lack of suitable compensation for those 
who do make it in, are actively discouraging those 
who can, from doing. 

Mr. Speaker, it is an unassailable fact that at 
every level of education, including college, and in 
every industry, including construction, and the interna-
tional business sector, Black men in Bermuda earn 
less than comparable White Bermudian men. Not only 
does this discourage young Black men from pursuing 

further education, it creates a brain drain, as those 
who have the higher education we so desperately 
need are likely to leave the island in search of fair 
treatment and returns on their investment in educa-
tion. 

Mr. Speaker, it is to be noted that the journey 
down these paths begins early and speaks to the ur-
gent need for sound career advice in our schools. In 
the interviews conducted with those young men in S4 
in our senior schools, the sample for the study con-
sists not of students destined for GED study or some 
alternative to satisfactory completion, but of Black 
males that are on track to graduate from high school.  

Page 136 of the Report bears out the enor-
mity of the task ahead. One, 38.9 per cent expressed 
interest in the trades; 27.8 per cent were interested in 
the arts. And Honourable Members across the aisle 
will know that 27.8 per cent were interested in pursu-
ing professional sports; 16.7 per cent were interested 
in the sciences. And one student was interested in 
becoming a lawyer.  

Not one was interested in becoming a physi-
cian. Mr. Speaker, not one student expressed an in-
terest in the area of finance or international busi-
ness—not one! Out of 18! They have decided, and 
through a myriad of factors we have been able to 
think, that it is not for them. We must reverse this 
trend, Mr. Speaker, or we will continue to surrender 
our destiny, cede our control over how we live to oth-
ers who do see these positions as open and available 
to them, but who do not share the empathy that 
comes from knowing Bermuda as home. 

Mr. Speaker, recently in this House, we spent 
several hours on a motion that invited Honourable 
Members on this side and the other side to take note 
of the Bermuda First Report. As I listened to the de-
bate, Mr. Speaker, it was clear and extremely appar-
ent that we in this country have accepted unreserv-
edly that captains of industry—and therefore, by defi-
nition, those who control our economic well-being—
must be them and not us.  

The whole theme and tenor of that debate 
spoke volumes about why it is that our young people, 
and our young Black men in particular, do not respond 
to the call to take up these careers. Our overt accep-
tance of the requirement not to scare them away, the 
need to make them feel welcome, the warnings that 
they might leave, breed in our people a psychology 
that says, These jobs are for us, and those careers 
are for them. 

Not so, Mr. Speaker. I cannot and will not be a 
party to this conspiracy of exclusion. Not a week goes 
by that I am not confronted with the conflict of a young 
Bermudian who cannot enter the international busi-
ness sector, in spite of an impressive resume, versus 
the exasperated CEO who says, We’re doing every-
thing we can. Well, somewhere, Mr. Speaker, this dis-
connect has to be bridged. And it starts with our atti-
tude as leaders in this country.  
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Mr. Speaker, we must treat success in these 
economic powerhouse jobs as expected of our peo-
ple. We must not compensate for whatever malaise it 
is that plagues us now by creating a midlevel, mid-
earning, middle-of-the-road economy as our niche. 
We should occupy both the top and the middle.  

The issue is choice. We have unwittingly so 
emphasised working with hands that we have made 
our sons believe that that means studying is not re-
quired. Of course, that is wrong on so many levels. 
When tilers and air-conditioning mechanics, carpen-
ters and electricians are being imported, we know we 
are getting it wrong, Mr. Speaker. 

Mr. Speaker, I encourage Honourable Mem-
bers to read the comments of the young men inter-
viewed for the study, as they provide limitless insight 
into the issues we must address, the positive, but not 
career-specific influence of mothers, the gaps in ca-
reer counselling in our education system, and the 
need to adopt a model for the foreseeable future that 
says, Surgeons work with their hands, too! 

Mr. Speaker, in opening this debate, I indi-
cated that it would traverse our past, the present, and 
the future. I have dealt with the past and the present. 
And so I must now turn to the future and some of the 
things this Government will do to embrace these find-
ings and reverse the trends identified by them.  

The programs recommended by Professor 
Mincy and his team as possible corrective measures 
are all worthy of further study. And I can advise this 
Honourable House that technical offices have already 
been tasked with urgently reviewing these programs 
with a view to, quote, “onionising” them. 

The targeted youth as identified in the Report 
are the subject of a focus by the Department of La-
bour and Training. And on concurrent paths, we are 
actively addressing the needs of those who have not 
graduated from the public school system and who are 
not employed. We recognise that the ages 16 to 18 
require the greatest attention, as at this stage we can 
intervene to arrest any spiral into behaviours and so-
cial issues that further weaken this segment of our 
society. 

Mr. Speaker, as one would expect of an aca-
demic and his research, Professor Mincy’s recom-
mendations are thoughtful, forward-looking, and pro-
grammatic in their mandate. As a leader, my solutions 
must be both short- and long-term. It is our responsi-
bility to effectively communicate the present and the 
future. With the future and the long-term goals in 
hand, there are some things that we as leaders can 
and must do now.  

Mr. Speaker, I am a great believer in encour-
aging our best and brightest into public service. Hon-
ourable Members will be aware of this Government’s 
plan for a program of national service. As we said we 
would, we are taking steps to reawaken the qualities 
of teamwork, collaboration, and character in the peo-
ple of Bermuda. I look forward to reviewing the results 

of the public consultation on the Draft National Service 
Plan and anticipate constructive dialogue with young 
people on this important aspect of giving back to the 
community. 

Mr. Speaker, the issues of flagging fortunes in 
public education are not unique to Bermuda. Other 
countries have met these challenges in many different 
ways. And I am intent on gathering the most success-
ful attempts at reversing the decline in public sector 
education and thoroughly analysing them for their use, 
or not, in Bermuda. Mr. Speaker, in this vein, I have 
asked the Central Policy Unit within the Cabinet Office 
to examine the Teach First Initiative in the UK. This 
program incentivises the brightest university gradu-
ates, irrespective of their course of study, to devote 
two years after their graduation to teaching.  

After a brief conversion course, these young 
men and women with optimum energy, creativity, and 
as eager witnesses of the importance of quality teach-
ing, are in the classroom and instructing. In most 
cases, they are placed in the most challenging envi-
ronments. 

Early indications are that the program is suc-
cessful. And statistics show that 57 per cent of those 
involved in the program remain in the education sys-
tem. They are hooked.  

Mr. Speaker, it may be that we discover some 
impediments to having such a program in Bermuda—I 
am sure there will be a committee against it by 4 
o’clock. But, Mr. Speaker, my hope is that they are 
structural or numerical and not personal. We will ex-
amine this program, and where it can be done to in-
crease student outcomes and improve the quality of 
teaching in the public education system, we will do it. 

Mr. Speaker, I am a great believer in expo-
sure. I am convinced that meaningful time spent in 
other countries is never time wasted. It is so important 
for our young people in particular to realise that there 
is a huge world outside this beautiful island, and it is 
more than shopping centres and malls. In my own life, 
I have benefited from immersion in the proud and vi-
brant culture that is Jamaica, and from living and suc-
ceeding in the competitive United States. I count 
those experiences as formative and invaluable to my 
personal growth as a man and as a leader in my 
country. 

While the Government cannot send every 
young person abroad, we can do our part. Mr. 
Speaker, jointly with the Ministry of Labour, Home Af-
fairs, and Housing, six students from the Summer 
Employment Program will spend a five-week intern-
ship in the Government’s London office or the office in 
Washington, D.C. Again, the best and brightest will be 
afforded the opportunity of living and working in one of 
the world’s main centres of commerce, business and 
politics. Mr. Speaker, I am excited at the chance to 
even offer this opportunity. And I am confident that 
these students will benefit in so many ways from this 
taste of life outside Bermuda. 
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Mr. Speaker, let me return to one of the cen-
tral themes of Professor Mincy’s Report. He identifies 
the lateness and the lack of effective career guidance 
in our public schools. Mr. Speaker, I am certain that, 
like many in the public education system, counsellors 
consider themselves to be hard working. I am sure 
that this is correct. Mr. Speaker, I have thought about 
how to increase the impact of counsellors and their 
advice, and in the short-term, the answer is quite sim-
ple. If we believe that knowledge or information is 
power, then that is what we must provide.  

Mr. Speaker, I believe that career choices can 
be brought into stark relief if the picture of who is 
working in Bermuda is provided early. Therefore, Mr. 
Speaker, I have directed the Ministries of Education 
and Labour, Home Affairs and Housing, to better 
share trends and information. The start point for this is 
to arm every counsellor in the public education system 
with a list of categories and numbers of approved 
work permits in this country.  

Mr. Speaker, I want our young people to know 
what jobs are available for them to have. I do not wish 
for them to speculate any longer. We must end the 
trend of allowing our young people to finish under-
graduate study with a degree in finance or business 
administration when we have hundreds of chartered 
accountants on work permits in this country. Our ca-
reer advice must be targeted, and focused choices will 
be the result. 

Mr. Speaker, I indicated in opening this de-
bate that it would cut across many areas. This fact 
speaks to the complex nature of the work that we 
must do. If we have ignored it—if we have ignored it, 
we cannot do so any longer. If we have been slow to 
recognise it, then we must sharpen our focus. If we 
have been deliberate in addressing it, we must add 
haste to our steps. Mr. Speaker, this is generational in 
its implications and historic in its proportions. I dare 
say that we will be judged by how we tackle this issue 
more than any other. 

It is for that reason, Mr. Speaker, that the call 
to action this Report stimulates cannot be delayed. 
We cannot weigh these needs against any other fac-
tor, but that it is time to fix it. Mr. Speaker, it is at this 
stage that one cites the words of some great prophet, 
the pronouncement of some leader we know only from 
afar, or perhaps even something Biblical to shore up 
the cause in which we are engaged. Instead, Mr. 
Speaker, I turn to the words of a man we knew, a man 
who graced this chamber with his thoughtful presence 
and this country with his unwavering service. I turn to 
Freddie Wade.  

He said, and I quote, “In short, I’m Bermudian, 
interested in Bermudians and interested in the welfare 
of Bermudians, and I will leave no stone unturned to 
ensure that Bermuda is for the benefit of all Bermudi-
ans and that opportunities exist according to abilities 
and not privilege, and on that point I am uncompro-
mising . . .” 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Mr. Premier.  

Any further speakers?  
I am going to recognise the Honourable 

Member, Dr. Gibbons, from Paget East.  
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker.  

I understand that the Honourable Member Mr. 
De Silva has an important function that he needs to 
get to. So I am going to, with your permission, sir, take 
my seat and allow him to speak now. 
 
The Speaker: Dr. Gibbons is yielding to the Honour-
able Mr. Zane De Silva from Southampton East Cen-
tral.  

Minister De Silva has the floor.  
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
And I certainly appreciate the Honourable Member, 
Dr. Grant Gibbons, giving up his time for me at this 
stage. And I am sure that my daughter will appreciate 
it as well. So I do thank you very, very much. My son-
in-law, I am sure, will appreciate it, too. 
 
[Laughter] 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Mr. Speaker, I will send the 
Honourable Dr. Gibbons one of his new CDs. I am 
sure he already has it, but maybe he could give it to 
someone in the family as a gift. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Mr. Speaker, moving 
quickly along, there was once a saying that I would 
like to point at our current leader, and at our future 
leader later this year, and that is this, Mr. Speaker: 
The speed of the leader determines the rate of the 
pack.  

Mr. Speaker, I quote that because I think this 
is a very important subject for this country, not only 
now, but as the Premier said, in the future. And I look 
forward to reading the rest of our honourable col-
leagues’ comments tomorrow. 

Mr. Speaker, I would certainly like to thank the 
Premier for bringing this forward. It is a subject in 
which I am sure we will have lively and lengthy debate 
today, as did the Big Conversation, Mr. Speaker. 

I think, Mr. Speaker, it is very fitting that we 
had our honoured guest today, the Prime Minister Dr. 
Denzil Douglas. In fact, I would like to quote a phrase 
that the Premier reminded us about, and I think it is 
very fitting. And he used the words “transform barriers 
into opportunities.” I am sure all Members heard that 
this morning. It is a very fitting statement: “transform 
barriers into opportunities.”  
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He also talked about taking a hard, inflicting 
look at our societies. And we must do all that we 
can—all that we can to save our youth. Two very im-
portant statements made by the Honourable Prime 
Minister Dr. Denzil Douglas, ones which I think it will 
be very appropriate for us moving forward. 

Mr. Speaker, I would also like to quote part of 
a statement the Premier made December 4, 2009, in 
this Honourable House. And that statement, Mr. 
Speaker, read: “The ultimate barometer of our health 
and prosperity must be the point in our social devel-
opment where all have an equitable access to oppor-
tunity for prosperity.” Very important, Mr. Speaker, 
very important statement, and powerful. 

But, Mr. Speaker, no matter who speaks on 
the Mincy Report today, or what party they represent, 
I think each and every person has to believe that the 
following statement is true, and I will quote: “The 
manifestations of our antisocial behaviour by a small 
minority of our young Black Bermudian men is symp-
tomatic of a far deeper systemic problem.” The sup-
port that has been expressed from all sections of our 
community in this regard certainly, I believe, speaks to 
a growing acceptance that this is Bermuda’s chal-
lenge today. 

This was also confirmed in the Bermuda First 
Report, which was signed and agreed by the Opposi-
tion Leader, the Premier, and of course, the CEO of 
ArialRe, Mr. Kramer. I think the most important note in 
that report is that Bermuda must come first. It must 
come first. And as one reads through the Mincy Re-
port, I think that statement should be repeated over 
and over and over—Bermuda must come first. And I 
certainly hope that the recommendations by Professor 
Mincy jumpstart all of us in this House to act together 
to fix the longstanding inequities that we have in our 
country. And I did say together, Mr. Speaker. 

Mr. Speaker, the Honourable Member, Mr. 
Dale Butler, mentioned a few months ago when the 
Report first came out that, You know, there’s nothing 
in this Report that we don’t already know. And, you 
know, he is right. I think a lot of the things that are out-
lined in this Report, we do know already. What is 
really good for us to take note of is all the percent-
ages, I think. Very important, and they were articu-
lately outlined by the Premier. We have the statistics 
now. This Report is very much like the Big Conversa-
tion. If we do not talk about it, Mr. Speaker, things will 
not change. They simply will not change. If we do not 
discuss the Mincy Report and the findings in the 
Mincy Report, if we do not discuss the Big Conversa-
tion with regard to race in this country, we will not 
move forward as one, Mr. Speaker. 

We as a Government are doing our part. 
Again, outlined by the Premier . . . because of the 
preciousness of time, I will not repeat that, Mr. 
Speaker, but I will be tough on reforming education. 
Underway, the Mirrors Programme has been very, 
very successful, Mr. Speaker. Now, I mention free 

buses, free college, day care, future care. Now, why 
am I mentioning those? These are all initiatives that 
are going to help the people that need assistance with 
funding most. With the savings with these free ser-
vices and help from the Government, hopefully, they 
can put these funds into their children and moving 
their education at a higher level, sooner than later. 

Mr. Speaker, I would just like to say to the 
businesses in Bermuda . . . The Government has 
brought this Report to this House, the initiatives were 
outlined by Premier, but I ask the businesses in Ber-
muda to do their part. Give our young Black men 
chances, Mr. Speaker. Show them that there are op-
portunities if they wish to grasp them and go after 
them. Push our young Black people, Mr. Speaker. So 
I urge and challenge the businesses in Bermuda to do 
so. 

Mr. Speaker, I challenge the wealthy families 
in Bermuda to do their part. We have folks like the 
Care Learning Centre, the Seventh-Day Adventist 
School who provide many GED programs for some of 
our young Black males that did not graduate from 
school.  

I urge the families and the businesses: Sup-
port those programs and organisations that are trying 
to help springboard our young Black males into indus-
tries, such as the Premier outlined that . . . Obviously, 
when you talk to the young folks up at CedarBridge, 
none—not one said that they would like to be a physi-
cian. Not one said that they would like to take a posi-
tion in a financial centre, Mr. Speaker. Those are the 
type of things that we must concentrate on. 

Mr. Speaker, there are some who say that this 
Government is moving too slow. In fact, it is ironic that 
my learned friend, the Honourable Dr. Grant Gibbons, 
mentioned this morning (if the newspaper reported 
correctly) that the Government is moving too slow. 
The Government is moving too slow. And he is 
quoted, and I will quote: “Who will lead the time? Who 
will lead the opposition’s response?” No, no, no. 
Sorry, Mr. Speaker. As you were. To quote Dr. Gib-
bons . . .  
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: No, no, sorry. Well, you 
were not listening, Honourable Member.  

I did say that it was in the newspaper this 
morning. And I was referring to your colleague’s 
comments. And I will say this, and I quote: “‘The 
Mincy Report is yet another report which recommends 
quickly getting the education system fixed so that it 
meets the needs of students today, particularly strug-
gling young males, both black and white,’ said Dr. 
Gibbons.”  

Now, I hope, Mr. Speaker, that in this debate 
today, in particular the Opposition, we do not lose 
sight of this Report, the Study of Young Black Males. 
That is what this Report concentrates on, Mr. 



198 21 May 2010 Official Hansard Report 
 

 House of Assembly 

Speaker, not young White males that are struggling. 
We have maybe some. But we all know in this House, 
it is the young Black males that need our attention. So 
I hope that it does not take that turn, Mr. Speaker. 

The United Bermuda Party had 30 years to 
address this problem. And we have been accused of 
taking too long. I outlined some of the initiatives; the 
Premier outlined initiatives that are coming. I think we 
are pushing this along at a very good pace. 

On closing, Mr. Speaker, I hope, and I urge 
the Opposition today not to use phrases like many, 
like males, or young people. I would like them to focus 
on the young Black males, Mr. Speaker, as the Report 
does. And as I said, most White males do not face the 
challenges of their young Black male counterparts. 
And I would just like to say to all the Bermudian peo-
ple: Do not be afraid to talk about white supremacy or 
slavery. It is part of our past. It is part of our history. 
And the only way we will be able to move forward, Mr. 
Speaker, as one people, is when we start to acknowl-
edge the past.  

Thank you. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister De Silva.  

I am now catching the eye of Mr. Premier.  
Mr. Premier has the floor. 

 
Dr. the Hon. Ewart Frederick Brown: Mr. Speaker, 
you caught my eye right away. 
 
[Laughter] 
 
The Speaker: Mr. Premier. 
 
Dr. the Hon. Ewart Frederick Brown: I move that we 
adjourn for lunch. 
 
The Speaker: Any objection? 
 
[No audible response] 
 
The Speaker: Agreed to.  

The House is adjourned for lunch. And we will 
resume again at 2 PM. 
 

Proceedings suspended at 12:35 pm  
 

Proceedings resumed 2:00 pm 
 
The Speaker: [Gavel] 

We are going to resume debate on the Take 
Note Motion moved by the Honourable Premier, that 
the House debate, “A Study of the Employment, Earn-
ings and Educational Gaps Between Young Black 
Bermudian Males and the Same-Age Peers,” by Dr. 
Ronald Mincy and others.  

Any further speakers? 
 I recognise the Honourable Member, Dr. Gib-
bons from Paget East.  

 Dr. Gibbons you have the floor. 
 

MOTION TO TAKE NOTE OF  
THE MINCY REPORT “A STUDY OF EMPLOY-
MENT, EARNINGS, AND EDUCATIONAL GAPS 

BETWEEN YOUNG BLACK BERMUDIAN MALES 
AND THEIR SAME-AGE PEERS” 

 
[Continuation of debate thereon] 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker.  
 Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to take up where 
we left off after lunch and, in fact, I would like to start 
with the parting comments by the Honourable Pre-
mier, who introduced the Motion. He said, and I made 
a careful note of it, that “he and his Government would 
be judged by this issue more than any other and that it 
was time to fix it.” 
 Mr. Speaker, I suggest that the Premier and 
his Government should and could be judged very 
harshly in terms of how they have handled this par-
ticular issue. Rather than coming here and going 
down memory lane talking about (again in his words) 
“a study that was under active review,” that Honour-
able Member and his Government should have been 
coming here today to talk about what they have im-
plemented to address the issues that are coming out 
of this study; not “review, study and take under active 
consideration.”  

Mr. Speaker, I say that because this Report 
was first commissioned in 2007 and, in fact, was ta-
bled in this House in December 2009. My sense is—
and I’m sure someone on the Government side will 
contradict me if I’m wrong—my sense is that long be-
fore this Report was tabled in December 2009, the 
Government would have had the ability to look at ear-
lier drafts. There would have been discussions, there 
would have been lots of issues coming out of Profes-
sor Mincy’s findings that Government would have 
been privy to. And I am going to get into a number of 
these issues later on, but they range from issues of 
counselling, certainly, to issues of correcting the 
school system. 

What I also found interesting, Mr. Speaker, 
was the Premier’s remarks that this debate is the most 
important debate of the young century—about our 
tortured past and the challenges of the present. If it 
was such an important debate Mr. Speaker, why did 
the Honourable Member wait from December almost 
six months until May before deciding to take up this 
particular issue?  

My suggestion, Mr. Speaker, is because the 
Government was also dealing with a number of other 
reports, many of which said the same kinds of things. 
And it is those reports, as well, that the Government 
should have been getting on with at this particular 
point. But, in fact, Mr. Speaker, we came here today 
to talk about the study being under active and further 
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review, and there were task forces looking at it. Mr. 
Speaker, the Government has had plenty of time to 
not only look at this Report, to discuss it, but to move 
on it and actually be here today to say we have done 
this, this, and this to actually put some of the recom-
mendations and policy initiatives in this Report into 
place.  

Mr. Speaker, I am going to also pick up on 
some of the other items that the Honourable Member 
mentioned in terms of his retrospective look at Ber-
muda, because this Report is not a retrospective re-
port. This Report is a present and forward-going re-
port. And I say that because of what this Report is 
really about—it’s about education.  

I am going to turn first of all to page 173, 
which is actually Chapter 5 (the last chapter in this 
Report) which deals with the findings and conclusions 
that one reads for the first four chapters as well. And 
with your permission, Mr. Speaker, I would just like to 
quote a couple of small passages here because I 
think they’re important in terms of setting the context 
of what this debate really should be about—education, 
education, education. There are other issues that 
come up as well, but that is the primary issue.  

I quote from page 173. This is the wrap-up by 
Professor Mincy and his colleagues. It says, “The first 
three chapters of the Report identified large unem-
ployment, earnings, and educational attainment gaps 
between young Black Bermudian males, and their 
same age peers as well as the role of parents and 
teachers in forming the educational and career aspira-
tions of Black Bermudian high school students.”  

This is the important part, it says, “Besides in-
dustry and a few personal characteristics, unemploy-
ment and earnings gaps were highly associated with 
educational attainment gaps.” So it is primarily about 
education.  

The issue of industry is an issue of choice. 
We will get into that later on because that’s part of the 
issue about what young Black males and some White 
males choose to undertake in terms of career. And 
that means whether you choose to go into interna-
tional business, as one example, or whether you 
choose to go into other fields that are less highly 
paid—and I can think of a good one—teachers being 
one of them, or the teaching profession. 

Personal characteristics, in here, also ad-
dresses an issue that I think a number of Honourable 
Members would probably speak to as well. And that is 
the issue of what is sometimes referred to as soft 
skills—what is inculcated not only in the family setting, 
but what is also, and can and should be inculcated to 
some degree in a school setting as well. And those 
affect not only educational attainment gaps, but also 
how a young Black male, or, in some cases a young 
White male, deals with entry into the workplace. 

So, Mr. Speaker, having now set the tone, at 
least from my perspective, about what this debate is 
really about and what the Ministry Report is about, I 

would like to pick on a couple of issues here, talk a 
little bit about the Report itself, and then, Mr. Speaker, 
I know that a lot of my honourable colleagues would 
like to deal with individual issues here as well. 

Mr. Speaker, I noted that there was certainly 
an effort by the Honourable Member who introduced 
this Motion to talk about Bermuda’s (as he put it) tor-
tured past. What I found interesting was that that took 
up quite a bit of time as opposed to the issue of trying 
to really say, What is it from a policy perspective, what 
is it from an implementation perspective we need to 
do in education and other areas? And it is important, 
Mr. Speaker, because I thought . . . and I think in fair-
ness this is a useful Report. But it is also not easy to 
read. And it is certainly possible that not only the 
Honourable Member who introduced it, but others, 
may have misunderstood certain sections of the Re-
port.  

I think particularly of his comments, because I 
think the Honourable Member used this as an exam-
ple. I would like to go back to it at the beginning. I 
think it illustrates the way in which this Report can ei-
ther be confused or misunderstood in terms of the 
application. 

The Honourable Member was referring to 
page 36 of the Report, initially, and I’d like to turn to 
that. It is a section entitled (very early in the Report, I 
might add, when the authors are still trying to set up 
what it is they are looking at rather than what it is they 
have found) “Do Black Bermudian Men Receive the 
Same Rewards for Attributes that affect Productivity?”  

As I said, Mr. Speaker, this is not an easy re-
port to read.  But what is interesting is that they go on 
to say, “. . . we have assumed that employers deter-
mine the earnings of young Black Bermudian men 
using the same rules to determine the earnings of 
their same-age peers.”  As I understood it, the Hon-
ourable Member was saying that there is an impene-
trable hole in terms of . . . his implication being that 
businesses were somehow taking an institutional ra-
cism approach to young Black males.  

So the Report says (and they’re trying to set 
up this argument), “For example, employers may re-
ward [and the emphasis here, Mr. Speaker, on page 
36 is may reward] educational achievements of young 
White Bermudian men more than they reward the 
same educational achievement of young Black Ber-
mudian men. This could represent a different kind of 
disenfranchisement than we discuss above, or judg-
ment on the part of employers, that White and Black 
male workers with the same education certificates 
have different levels of productivity.”  

Or, as the Honourable Premier went on to 
say, the interpretation is not unreasonable, but be-
cause they may base it . . . may, because most young 
Black Bermudians attend public schools while most 
young White Bermudians attend private schools.  

The Report says, “Employers may [my added 
emphasis] be making the judgment that an educa-
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tional certificate from private school makes workers 
more productive than the same certificate from a pub-
lic school.” That was the treatise upon which the Pre-
mier then launched into a diatribe on employers.  

What he didn’t read, however, was the last 
sentence here. It says, “Unfortunately, the Census 
does not include information on whether the school 
attended by respondents was public or private.” In 
other words, you can’t draw that information from the 
census because it doesn’t look at public or private 
school attendance. 

What I think is also very interesting—and es-
sentially is the 180 degree difference from where the 
Honourable Member was—is on page 39. Because 
here it says . . . I’m in the middle of the page, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Page 39? 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Page 39.  

It says, in figure 16 (which is what the Hon-
ourable Member went on to look at) it says, “. . . figure 
16 [it’s a graph and I’ll get to it in a second] shows that 
race and gender differences in returns to post secon-
dary education are associated with the levels of edu-
cation.”  

It says, “Black Bermudian men earn higher re-
turns to investments in technical certificates than ei-
ther White Bermudian men or Black Bermudian 
women.”  

Okay. We have established that it comes 
through fairly clearly in the Report. In fact, it is an im-
portant part of this Report saying that Black Ber-
mudian men do very well, thank you, in terms of sal-
ary and compensation, when they have a technical 
certificate—another issue that we’ll get on to in a little 
bit. Okay?  

“These higher returns to technical degrees 
help to explain why Black Bermudian men are more 
likely to invest in this form of postsecondary education 
than in any other form. Interestingly, there is almost 
no variation in the returns to an Associate degree 
among the three groups.” 

But then it goes on to say, “More importantly, 
Black Bermudian men receive substantially lower re-
turns from a Bachelor's degree than Black Bermudian 
women . . .” Okay? They earn a lower income from a 
Bachelor’s degree than Black Bermudian women. But 
this is interesting, Mr. Speaker, “ . . . but somewhat 
higher returns to this degree than White Bermudian 
men.” Okay?  

So it is saying, with a Bachelor’s degree a 
Black Bermudian male will do better than a White 
Bermudian male in the job market. I think that’s impor-
tant, Mr. Speaker.  

It is also important because we have seen . . . 
and I think particularly of the Employers’ Council and 
Mr. Larry Burchall’s comments recently about the shift 
. . . because a lot of Black Bermudian men with 

Bachelor’s degrees are actually employed in the Civil 
Service, which tends to pay a lower salary, generally, 
than the private sector. The point thing here is if the 
average rate of compensation for Black Bermudian 
men is higher than White Bermudian men, some of 
these Black Bermudian men are actually doing very 
well, indeed, in the private sector in order to compen-
sate for that lower Civil Service salary 

What is interesting, and this is where the Re-
port is actually . . . and there’s a graph that they refer 
to on page 40, which shows quite clearly that Black 
Bermudian men do better in terms of compensation 
with a technical degree—about the same as every-
body else with an Associate’s degree. They do better 
than White Bermudian men with a Bachelor’s degree, 
and they do less well than either Black Bermudian 
women or White Bermudian women with an advanced 
graduate degree, as well. 

Now, the authors go on to say that this issue 
of what I will call “minimal returns,” relatively speaking, 
in going from a technical certificate to a Bachelor’s 
degree, may provide some of the rationale as to why 
Black Bermudian men stay where they are with a 
technical degree as opposed to going on to getting a 
Bachelor’s degree. It says, “A cost benefit-analysis of 
any investment [because that is what a degree is] 
would lead to the same conclusion about post-
secondary education that young Black Bermudian 
men reach: it’s just not worth it!”Okay? 

Part of that may be that differential between 
Black men and Black women, but they are still doing 
better than White men.  

But, I think this is the really important part of 
this particular section because he says (and this is 
Professor Mincy speaking), “The problem with this 
conclusion is its present orientation.”  

In other words, if you look at it from the per-
spective of, What am I going to make just after I get 
out of school with a technical certificate versus what I 
will get with a Bachelor’s degree . . . there may not be 
much of a difference between the two. In fact, they 
probably will make more with a Bachelor’s degree.  

But the important thing here, as the study 
says: “The problem with this conclusion is its present 
orientation. As our analysis relies upon only one time 
period, young Black Bermudian men may also be rely-
ing upon the present in making their calculations. We 
do not see these longer-term consequences because 
of data limitation; young Black Bermudian men do not 
see them, because they focus primarily on the pre-
sent. If they contemplated the effects of investments 
in education on lifetime earnings, they might reach 
different conclusions.”  

And I think those who have started out in in-
ternational business, be they Black or White, will find 
out that the entry level isn’t anywhere near as interest-
ing, from a compensation perspective, as [it] is if you 
keep going. And that’s the issue. It’s not looking right 
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after you get out of school; it’s looking at the longer 
term.  

What does this mean, Mr. Speaker? It means 
that the counselling and the kind of support that young 
Black men, particularly, are getting is simply not there 
adequately. And I think the Premier actually touched 
on this, but, certainly, the Mincy Report is full of that 
all the way through.  
 Now, Mr. Speaker, just as an aside, I would 
say that I have two young White Bermudian males 
who are part of my family. I am sure that other Mem-
bers of the House have probably heard the same 
thing. I don’t want to work in an office, I don’t want to 
get bored. I want to do something which is kind of out 
there, interesting; maybe working outside, maybe 
working with my hands, and all the rest of it. I think we 
all hear that to some degree or other. Perhaps the 
difference—and this comes through in some of the 
cultural aspects—is some parents, and particularly 
when you have both parents there, ride some of these 
young men to a larger degree and are able to have 
more influence than households headed by single 
mothers, to some degree.  

But I think it’s very important, Mr. Speaker, to 
go through that analysis because when I listened to 
what the Honourable Member was saying, he was 
suggesting somehow that it is employers, that it is in-
stitutional racism—not to suggest for a second that it 
isn’t there, hasn’t been there and still doesn’t exist to 
some degree—but that is not what the Report is say-
ing.  
 The Report says we cannot pick that up. We 
cannot pick up this private/public school issue that 
they surmise, because the 2000 census data upon 
which this Report is actually based to a large degree, 
apart from the qualitative interviews, which we’ll get 
on to, simply does not allow them to make some of 
those conclusions. 
 So, Mr. Speaker, I think it’s important to sort 
of come back to where I started. This is all about edu-
cation. I think the community is now getting very 
tired—very tired—of some of the rhetoric around this 
and the blame game. I think the community at this 
point is much more interested—not in woulda, coulda, 
shoulda—it is much more interested in, What are you 
doing to address and fix some of these problems?  
 Now, Mr. Speaker, I thought it was also inter-
esting, because the Honourable Member mentioned a 
quote from Freddie Wade in there. And I think per-
haps it’s useful to say this. He provided a quote from 
the late Leader of the Opposition in terms of his 
statement about I’m Bermudian, I care for Bermuda, 
I’m interested in the welfare of Bermudians.  

Mr. Speaker, I think it’s also important, as a 
minority Member in the House, as a White Bermudian 
who is involved in the business and other aspects in 
public services community, to say in a paraphrased 
way pretty much the same thing: I’m Bermudian, I 
care for Bermuda. I’m interested in the welfare of all 

Bermudians whether they be Black or White. And that 
goes to this issue of education, which again, and 
again, and again, is not just a problem for the Black 
community. It is a problem for all of us here—and by 
that I include the White community.  

I know that there are a number of employers 
out there who have made a great deal of effort to try 
and employ some of these disenfranchised Black 
Bermudian males. I think particularly of Jim Butterfield 
and Vallis and Company in terms of hiring ex-
prisoners and others. And I think that’s commendable.  

Mr. Speaker, one of the issues here today is . 
. . I think it is important that all of us recognise that we 
have a vested interest in it. I certainly do, and I know 
my colleagues on this side of the House do as well.  
 Now, what is interesting about this issue of 
race, because it certainly comes up in this Report in 
terms of trying to look and see to what degree it is a 
factor . . . I think Professor Mincy was a very percep-
tive observer of the current situation in Bermuda. And 
he understood exactly what I will refer to as the Race 
Debate Agenda, the Big Conversation, what it was all 
about. And as an academic who was true to his 
cause, he refused to play the game of not only debat-
ing the past but also getting into the very difficult area 
here.  

I would like to refer you, Mr. Speaker, to 
pages 203 and 204, toward the end of the debate, 
because I think Professor Mincy and his co-authors 
recognised very clearly that there is an issue here. 
You can either be pragmatic or you can go down 
memory lane—as the Premier did. You can be stuck 
in the 60s or you can look at what you need to do in 
the here and now, as others have said. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Well, Luther Van-
Dross may have sung it, but I think, certainly, Profes-
sor Mincy understood it. And I’d like to quote, Mr. 
Speaker, from page 203 and a little bit from page 204, 
because I think this is very perceptive.  
 This is from the Report, and I quote: “Ber-
muda is in the midst of two debates that bear upon the 
recommendations we have proposed. One [that is, the 
first debate] relates to efforts to undo the legacy of 
racism in Bermuda so that one day racial equality can 
become a reality. Despite the structures Bermuda has 
created such as the Commission for Unity and Racial 
Equality (CURE) and the Bermuda Race Relations 
Initiative's Big Conversation, this debate is still conten-
tious. No one denies the legacy of racism, [Amen!] but 
there is much disagreement about its relative impor-
tance, when measured against other forces responsi-
ble for the persistent inequities between Black Ber-
mudians and others on the Island. While efforts to ad-
dress discrimination must continue, Bermudians may 
be sensing [and this is the important part] that this 
debate is at an impasse, because acknowledging the 
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legacy of racism does not necessarily suggest a way 
forward, given the persistent educational and occupa-
tional gaps and the high demands for college trained 
workers, which should resume after the worldwide 
recession ends.” 

“The other debate is more recent, but no less 
contentious. It concerns the Workforce Equity Bill . . .” 

Mr. Speaker, I’m going to skip now a couple of 
paragraphs down to his conclusion. And I quote again: 
“These debates will take a long time to resolve, be-
cause the issues are thorny and both sides of each 
debate have credible arguments. [my emphasis] What 
is needed is a third alternative, a pragmatic, thinking 
out of the box alternative that does not require en-
trenched stakeholders to abandon their positions, but 
does provide them with a way to move forward. We 
believe our programmatic recommendations would do 
just that if accompanied by policy changes.” 

What Professor Mincy is saying here, Mr. 
Speaker, is that we can debate on some of these is-
sues until the cows come home, and probably will. But 
it is not going to get us where we want to get in the 
here and now and fix some of these problems. We 
have got to get on with it.  Okay? Otherwise, we are 
not going to be solving the problems for our students.  

So the half hour the Honourable Member took 
to go down memory lane to talk about his tortured 
past, and all the rest of it, is not going to solve these 
issues. We understand the legacy of racism. I, as a 
White Bermudian, probably do not understand it as 
well as my Black Bermudian colleagues. But, cer-
tainly, it’s acknowledged and it’s understood.  

What we need to get on with—and what we 
should have been debating today—is how this Gov-
ernment is going to address this, and what has it done 
already, given the length of this Report and other re-
ports to move this initiative forward, Mr. Speaker. 
 There are, I think, a number of other things 
here that I would like to touch on. As I said, some of 
my colleagues are going to look individually at a num-
ber of areas. We have said, Mr. Speaker, that what 
this Report is primarily about is education, education, 
education. Sadly, it is yet another report that Govern-
ment has not moved on in a timely way. I think spe-
cifically of the Roy Wright report, which was also 
commissioned by the same Government to look into 
the plight of Black males.  

Mr. Speaker, I have not seen that report. I do 
not know from firsthand experience what it recom-
mends. I do know that Government decided not to 
make it public. And what I understand from people 
who have seen that report is that it made many of the 
same recommendations that Professor Mincy and his 
colleagues are making in this particular Report, yet it 
was a couple of years earlier.  

Once again, Mr. Speaker, we commission re-
port after report after report, and we think that dia-
logue and rhetoric are going to get us there. But, Mr. 
Speaker, it is not dialogue and rhetoric that are going 

to address the problems in the public education sys-
tem which are not addressing the needs of our chil-
dren—and particularly, young Black males and some 
White males, as well. And I make no apology because 
there are some White males who are struggling, cer-
tainly, out there as well.  
 We have seen the Hopkins Report, Mr. 
Speaker. We have also seen and debated in this 
House the “Bermuda Employers’ Council Shift” report, 
which talked about many of these same issues—the 
importance of education in essentially addressing op-
portunity and need for some of our young Bermudi-
ans. And, of course, the Honourable Member touched 
on it as well; we have the “Bermuda First” report. As 
he put it, “Captains of industry who put great empha-
sis on the importance of fixing the public education 
system in Bermuda.” 

 What I think is really interesting about this 
Report is that it is the first one that has actually taken 
a rigorous look at using census data to try and get an 
objective perspective on some of these issues.  And I 
think it has gone a lot farther and a lot deeper, which 
is one of the reasons it’s difficult to read and to follow; 
and one of the reasons why you can pick stuff out of 
the middle of it, as the Honourable Member did—or, I 
should say, perhaps his speechwriter did—and not 
recognise that it is academics progressing their argu-
ment and looking at all the options they need to set 
out and not understanding that it is a may. It is not a 
conclusion.  
 I think the Report is also interesting because it 
certainly vindicates those critics who noted that the 
Annual CURE salary surveys were inadequate and 
misleading. And they were inadequate and mislead-
ing, Mr. Speaker, because they did not take into ac-
count education factors, nor, in some cases, did they 
take into account, until really very recently, Bermudian 
versus non-Bermudian. And we all know the stats, Mr. 
Speaker.  

When you are looking, particularly at more 
competitive jobs, higher-paying jobs in many sectors 
require a Bachelor’s degree. And the Report says 
(and I haven’t got the page in front of me) basically 
that Black Bermudian males earn about half the per-
centage of Bachelor’s degrees that either Black fe-
males do or Black males do—and they earn a quarter 
of what non-Bermudians earn—which is one of the 
reasons that non-Bermudians, males and females, are 
brought here in the first place.  

Hopefully this Report will put paid to what I’ll 
call the very simplistic and, I think, very misleading 
reports that came out of CURE simply looking at gross 
salary data on a black/white, male/female basis and 
not looking at it with what I would say a more, sort of, 
analytical perspective.  
 What were the findings, Mr. Speaker? 
 Actually, what I would like to do is just touch 
on a couple of limitations because I think it is impor-
tant for those who are listening, who probably haven’t 



Official Hansard Report 21 May 2010 203 
 

House of Assembly 

read the Report—and some of us actually did wade all 
the way through the thing—but I think there are some 
limitations to this data. 

One of the limitations, clearly, is that it de-
pends on the year 2000 census data. That is now 10 
years old. We just heard that we’re going to have an-
other census as of the 22nd, which is tomorrow. So, 
some of this data is dated. My feeling is that there 
probably have been changes since then. I suspect all 
Members would feel that way. 

The Report is also limited (and I think a num-
ber of observers have pointed this out) in that the in-
terviews, the qualitative part of the Report as opposed 
to the quantitative, looking at the census . . .the quali-
tative part only interviewed a very small sample—18 
young males at one secondary school. No Black Ber-
mudian females were interviewed. No White Ber-
mudian males were interviewed, and, also, no unem-
ployed or Black Bermudian males that had dropped 
out of the system. And the authors admit this. So, in 
some respects it’s a rather, sort of, narrow look.  

I think it’s also important to recognise that 
there are other limitations as well. There are limita-
tions in terms of what the census data was actually 
able to provide them from the past. And that was one 
of the reasons I think we were concerned when we 
debated the recent census that some of these issues 
be very much part of the questioning. 

I think it is also important to note (and this is 
on page 188) that they say, “. . . despite the cautions 
we noted about causal inferences and cross-sectional 
data [which is academic gobbledygook], there is am-
ple empirical literature testing the core hypotheses of 
Human Capital theory [and this is the important part] 
that more education causes higher earnings, and 
most of this literature uses cross sectional data . . .” 
from the US to prove this.  

It is no different in Bermuda, Mr. Speaker. The 
last census data showed it; this census data will show 
it. If you have a higher educational attainment, on av-
erage, and I’m talking about simply a secondary 
school certificate versus a Bachelor’s degree . . . if 
you have the Bachelor’s degree you will earn more on 
average than you will if you have a secondary school 
certificate. And so on and so forth. It is as true in the 
United States and the rest of the world as it is here in 
Bermuda, Mr. Speaker. 

The other interesting point, and I know some 
of my honourable colleagues would like to touch on 
this . . . it did talk about the importance of technical 
education. I had some difficulty following the Premier 
at one point, but I think he was trying to suggest that 
somehow technical education as a career or as a job 
was somehow less good or less able or less worthy 
than working in international business or in the pro-
fessional category. Certainly, we on this side of the 
House do not agree with that at all.  

On page 185 it says that while the gains from 
technical education are higher for Black Bermudian 

males than females, the former (that is, Black Ber-
mudian males) don’t gain as much. The next step up 
to college does not give them quite as much. But we 
addressed that earlier, Mr. Speaker.  

I think the critical issue here with technical 
education is that you can do very, very well indeed 
with a technical or vocational career. There are a lot 
of, dare I say, carpenters, contractors, masons, 
plumbers and others out there, not to mention the 
slew of other, what I’ll call, technical and vocational 
categories that do very well indeed in terms of making 
money—particularly when they have their own busi-
ness and they have others working for them with 
those kinds of qualifications as well.  

I don’t think for a minute—and certainly Pro-
fessor Mincy was never suggesting for a minute that 
this was not a very important part of it. And when I get 
on to where I think we should go, that is certainly one 
of the things we have been saying over and over and 
over again. You have to get a proper technical educa-
tion curriculum in the public school system and you 
have to get it in at a Middle School level. It’s not good 
to wait until the senior school. 

Mr. Speaker, I think there are a number of 
other issues here that are important. I am looking at 
page 189, which is the start of the recommendations 
page. A lot of the recommendations with this, as I 
said, are education based; but they’re related to keep-
ing particularly young Black males in school, or ad-
dressing their issues, providing a support net if they 
drop out of school. And I think it’s interesting; actually 
there is a statistic on page 118 (because this gets me 
into my next issue, which is counselling).  

On page 118 there is a statistic here which I 
think puts it in rather harsh perspective. It says, “Stu-
dents in S4 . . .  were selected for this study so that 
they could definitively speak about their plans after 
high school and reflect upon why they have the edu-
cational and employment aspirations that they do. 
Once on site in Bermuda, [this is the amazing thing] 
we learned that more than 50 per cent of Black Males 
leave the public high schools prior to completion. The 
graduating class of 2009 at our selected research site 
[that is, one of the senior schools] started with 111 
Black Males in S1 and as of May 2009, there were 52 
remaining in this school.” 

So, it is not a surprise that a lot of this Report 
is dedicated to making sure they stay in school or, if 
they drop out, providing alternatives for them. 

Now, one of the other issues which I think is 
interesting is the emphasis which the Mincy Report 
puts on counselling. And again—I’m going to switch to 
pages 189-191 because it talks about the importance 
of counselling in the overall school system.  

What is interesting is on page 192, there is 
actually a footnote because the authors compared the 
public schools to the private schools. And at the bot-
tom of page 192 it basically says, “Conversations with 
adult stakeholders in Bermuda suggest that the ratio 
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of guidance counsellors to students in the private 
schools is around 1:35 versus 1:200 in the public 
schools.” 

Now, this issue of guidance counselling, given 
the pivotal importance that it obviously has in the Re-
port, is one that I’d like just to spend a minute or two 
on, Mr. Speaker. I know that others wish to speak to it 
as well. But I think it’s important because in many re-
spects it addresses this issue of Government talking 
about something—lots of rhetoric—but not putting 
their money where their mouth is.  

If we look back over the last couple of years—
and I am looking particularly at this year’s budget 
statement page B96. What you will see there is that 
counselling in 2008/2009 essentially came in at $2.3 
million, $2.4 million. It rose slightly to $2.5 million and 
then declined—declined, Mr. Speaker, in terms of the 
amount of money which is being spent on counsel-
ling—to $2.4 million in the current budget estimate. So 
despite the importance put on counselling we are ac-
tually not seeing any great increase; in fact, there’s a 
decrease in the amount of money being spent on 
counselling.  

The same thing comes through very clearly in 
the actual manpower numbers. What you see is that 
in 2007/08 there were 29 under the counselling cate-
gory, in 2008/09 there were 28, then down to 25 for 
last year and 25 for this year. So, in terms of those 
categorised as counsellors, it actually has decreased 
in the last couple of years as opposed to what Profes-
sor Mincy is talking about—which Government would 
have been well knowledgeable about in the actual 
Report itself.  

I think what I find also interesting is that both 
in 2008 and 2009 we heard in the Throne Speeches 
(this is 2008), “Career guidance must be cogent, 
timely and real. Government will work with our guid-
ance counsellors and teachers to ensure that students 
within our public system receive the best career ad-
vice possible, recognising their strengths and assert-
ing the dignity of careers outside of their academic 
pursuits.” The 2008 Throne Speech.  

In 2009 we hear again, “Expand and hone the 
skills of existing school counsellors to include the pro-
vision of skilled career guidance to better prepare stu-
dents for careers in Bermuda’s economy.” What do 
we find, Mr. Speaker? We find out the amount of 
money going to counselling is down and the number 
of counsellors is going down as well. So this is the 
difference between talking the talk and walking the 
walk, Mr. Speaker. It is not showing up in Government 
putting its money where its mouth is.  

I have also asked parliamentary questions. 
They have a slightly higher number of counsellors, but 
if you look at the overall trend it is either flat-to-down 
in terms of the counselling numbers. So, again, Mr. 
Speaker, emphasised, underscored, a lot of impor-
tance put on it in this particular document—we are 
here today essentially, apparently to review. This 

should have gone into place, Mr. Speaker, a couple of 
years ago when Government recognised that these 
were serious issues.  
 Now, I’d like to come back to a couple of other 
things that come out of this Report. And I think others 
will take more time on it, but I thought it was very in-
teresting, and that was the issue of father’s influence.  

Clearly, Mr. Speaker, we’re all responsible 
here. It is very clear from the conclusions, the qualita-
tive interviews, that boys take their cues from their 
fathers not their mothers, even if they don’t know their 
fathers very well. The mothers may have them in the 
house, they may have lots of time to talk to them and, 
yet, it is apparently the fathers that have a critical im-
portance in terms of how jobs and what areas and 
what choices they make in terms of what directions 
they actually go, Mr. Speaker. And I thought there was 
also some very interesting data  

And what areas and what choices they make 
in terms of what directions they actually go, Mr. 
Speaker. 

I felt there was also some very interesting 
data here in terms of single- versus two-parent fami-
lies. The interesting thing was with two-parent fami-
lies. Black Bermudian males apparently do better than 
White Bermudian males. It’s where you have a single-
parent family that issues really start to arise with 
young, Black Bermuda males rather perversely . . . 
and maybe that’s not the right way to say it. Per-
versely, young Black Bermudian females almost seem 
to do better with a single-parent female head of 
household. I am not sure quite what that is, but others 
may have a better sense of that. 

The other issues that I think are important 
here are some of the actual recommendations that 
Professor Mincy is making. I was pleased to hear that 
even though they are still reviewing it, that there was 
going to be an effort (as the Honourable Member said) 
to “onionise” some of these suggestions.  

I think particularly of the suggestion of career 
academies. Those are basically on page 195. The 
author, understandably, took a very North American 
approach to this. But career academies are basically 
smaller schools within larger schools. And I would like 
to come back to that again, Mr. Speaker, because that 
is certainly something that we have proposed before, 
and I think it is something that is well worth having a 
look at. Some of these career academies, where this 
approach, and, dare I say, single-sex schools within a 
school, also allow you to focus a lot more on career 
orientation. Some of these career academies actually 
have specialised approaches to different types of jobs 
which may suit the young males in question here.  

Now, I also thought it was interesting that the 
Honourable Member talked about a UK programme 
called Teach First, which effectively takes young 
graduates, that is, college graduates who have just 
graduated, very bright ones, and gets them essentially 
for a couple of years to teach in the public school sys-
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tem. I am not familiar with Teach First, but I am very 
familiar with a number of American programmes that 
we have talked about before in this Chamber. 

One of them is Teach for America, which has 
been going on for many years now and does exactly 
the same thing. It takes bright, young graduates for 
their first couple of years and pays them to teach, par-
ticularly in urban schools, which have a difficult time 
recruiting students. And their enthusiasm, intelligence, 
and all the rest of it, can often be very persuasive in 
terms of getting young men and young women en-
thralled in education.  

There is another programme, also a Charter 
School programme, called KIP. It stands for Knowl-
edge Is Power programme. Again, we have talked 
about that before because they have some very inno-
vative approaches to discipline in terms of how they 
organise the school day. 

The authors of this Report also talked about 
programmes for out of school youth. And there is an-
other area that I found interesting, and actually trou-
bling as well. And that was that there was no mention 
at all in the Adult Education School. The Adult Educa-
tion School, as you know, Mr. Speaker, is on Dundon-
ald Street. It has been there for a number of years 
now. Basically it deals with the age group that the 
Honourable Member mentioned, which is 16 to 18, 
and does a remarkable job every year.  

It primarily does GED work, but it has ex-
panded its programme since then. In essence, Mr. 
Speaker, it is a safety net for a lot of young males that 
are dropping out of the public school system. What 
have we found, Mr. Speaker, over the last few years? 
We have found out that their Government funding was 
reduced, initially by two-thirds. I know the Honourable 
Member will correct me when he gets up if I am 
wrong. But I do not think they get anything out of Gov-
ernment at all right now. 

I know there is also the CARE Academy and 
there is a Seventh-Day Adventist programme as well. 
These are very valuable resources— 
 
Hon. Elvin G. James: Point of information, Mr. 
Speaker, I won’t wait until I get up— 
 
The Speaker: Does the Honourable Member yield? 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Yes, sure. 
 
The Speaker: Minister James has the floor. 
 Yes? 
 
Hon. Elvin G. James: Those organisations do re-
ceive funds from us. And we make certain to give that 
every year. Thank you. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister James. 
 Carry on, Dr. Gibbons. 
 

Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 I am appreciative of that. What I would be in-
terested in, when the Honourable Member gets up, is 
how much. Because I do know that that funding, par-
ticularly for the Adult Education School, was cut dras-
tically in the last few— 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: No, no. This is cut 
when the good times were still rolling in. It was cut. I 
know those good times from last year have disap-
peared, but the good times were rolling in. And I know 
that because they have done their best to approach 
the private sector to try and essentially fill in that loss 
of revenue that they have gotten. 
 So, I think it is important to also touch briefly 
on the Bermuda College part, which is mentioned in 
here. I hope the College is looking at this.  
 The perception of the College on page 126 
should worry them, that is, it should worry the Ber-
muda College. Effectively, the perception is that the 
College lacks rigour and it also lacks . . . it is not seen 
as a serious institution by a number of the group of 18 
young males that they interviewed. It is seen as a 
place to bide your time, get your act together. And I 
think that’s important. That perception may be abso-
lutely incorrect, but I think the College needs to have a 
look at what perception it has and why those percep-
tions are there in order to be a more effective learning 
institution, particularly catering to young, Black Ber-
mudian males, who were the group interviewed here, 
Mr. Speaker. 
 I would like to basically wind down and finish 
up on the question of what would we do on our side of 
the House. We touched on some of these issues be-
fore, but I think it is important to reiterate them here, 
because they fit very nicely into both the policy find-
ings and recommendations that Professor Mincy and, 
indeed, others came up with. And I think about Pro-
fessor Hopkins as well. 
 The first issue is this issue of technical educa-
tion, because with more than 50 per cent of the jobs in 
Bermuda being technical or vocational, the fact that 
we do not have an integrated, technical education 
programme in all of the schools at this point is simply 
criminal, Mr. Speaker. And I say criminal because, 
once again, the Government has been talking about it 
for years. They have been talking about it and, dare I 
say, Mr. Speaker, I am sure that somebody on that 
side is going to want to go back to the 1970s and the 
Technical Institute. But they have been talking about it 
for a number of years now. 
 I think particularly the former Minister of Edu-
cation, Mr. Horton, who (and I give him his due here) 
convened a meeting at Bermuda College in November 
2006. It was a forum on the future of technical educa-
tion. This was four years ago. He indicated that he 
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was not happy at the time—I don’t think anybody was 
happy with the technical education at the time—and 
that we would bring significant improvements to tech-
nical education. 
 Now, maybe it’s too bad that the Honourable 
Member is still not where he was before, but Mr. 
Speaker, apart from a trip to Rhode Island and some 
other discussions we have not seen this technical 
education piece, referred to at the time as the blended 
education in the schools. We all know how important 
this is, Mr. Speaker, not only as an option for some 
young Bermudians, but for all young Bermudians. 
They should all be exposed to some degree of techni-
cal education.  
 As embarrassing as it is, a private school, 
Warwick Academy, doing the IB Programme has had 
an integrated technical education programme from, as 
I understand it, their middle school level. This year for 
the IB they have agreed to introduce both culinary 
and, I think, a carpentry technical education pro-
gramme. That is a private school, Mr. Speaker. They 
have been doing it for a couple of years now. 
 Why can’t— 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: No, no, no.  

“So have we” comes across.  
 No. What has happened is a smattering of 
courses at a senior level. It is too late at the senior 
level. You have to get it in earlier. That is what the 
Technical Institute taught us, Mr. Speaker. You have 
to start at age 12 or 13 and start from there. 
 One of the mistakes that was made in terms 
of incorporating the Technical Institute into Bermuda 
College, the Hotel School, and the rest of it, was that it 
was unable to take children at that age level of 12 or 
13. That is the middle school level. That is when you 
have to start these programmes. If you wait until the 
senior level it is simply too late. 
 Pre-schools, Mr. Speaker. A lot of the children 
who are experiencing difficulties have been experienc-
ing since the introduction to primary school. I heard 
some encouraging words from the Minister of Educa-
tion, last year I think maybe it was. The issue of ex-
panding the pre-school programme is incredibly im-
portant. It has to be done.  
 We have fewer students in the Government 
pre-schools in 2010 than we had in 1992, Mr. 
Speaker. There are fewer places in Government pre-
schools. We need to expand that programme because 
there is the issue of school readiness. If a child gets 
behind because he has not had the benefit of two 
parents, a good upbringing or whatever, by the time 
he gets to primary school, and he gets behind, it is 
very, very difficult for him to catch up.  
 This issue of school readiness not only works 
here, it works in other places as well. And some of the 
households  (the best word to describe them would be 

“dysfunctional”) . . . those children do not have the 
same advantages that children coming out of good, 
two-parent or good single-parent households do 
where parents are really paying attention. They need 
something to get them ready for that school experi-
ence. 
 We have made a number of other suggestions 
going back to the fall of last year. Given the Mincy 
Report when it was first established we said, Why 
doesn’t Government now, given the seriousness of 
this, look at the possibility of an all-male school? Let 
me hasten to add that we are not talking about build-
ing a new school; we are talking about the same con-
cept here of career academies. You can do a school 
within a school. And we set out at that point a number 
of suggestions with respect to what that should be. 
 It should utilise a high proportion of male 
teachers, recruited from overseas if you can’t get 
them from Bermuda. But get the proportion of male 
teachers up as role models. It should involve a very 
careful selection of teachers and principals. If you 
have to raise the salaries to get the best ones, please 
do it. This is too important not to do otherwise. Adopt 
some of the practices of successful UK and US Char-
ter Schools, things like longer school days, beginning 
at 8:00 am and finishing between 5:30 and 6:00; an 
effective disciplinary programme similar to those used 
in many Charter Schools that focus on behavioural 
management skills and teaching students how to 
properly learn and focus on classroom activities. 
Teach some of the soft skills, skills that some children 
do not get from their parents, do not get from their 
households. Those are some of the issues that need 
to be there. 
 And, of course (dare I say it, Mr. Speaker), an 
all-male school of this sort could also benefit by en-
hanced career guidance along with work study and 
work shadowing programmes. Mr. Speaker, we talked 
about this way back in the beginning of November last 
year. Some of these things we have been talking 
about for a number of years.  

Quite frankly, I simply do not understand . . . 
and I will end roughly where I began, Mr. Speaker. 
Today, up here we should not talk as the Honourable 
Premier did, about studying this or reviewing it or task 
forces. The Government should have come here and 
talked about how they have already implemented a 
good number of the issues in this particular Report. 

A lot of these things we have been talking 
about for years. It is not good enough just to talk the 
talk; it is not good enough to just have rhetoric. What 
we want to see is execution. We want to see imple-
mentation up here, Mr. Speaker. And that is where we 
should have been spending our time today. 

I think this is a useful Report in many re-
spects. It has its limitations. But I certainly would like 
to commend Atlantic Philanthropies who provided 
some support for it, as well as the steering committee 
which included, Edwina Bradshaw, Martha Dismont, 
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Delta Nel Myers [PHONETIC], Ralph Richardson and 
William Try [PHONETIC], who helped the authors of 
this Report with some guidance on some of the local 
content and how to approach it.   

But this Report goes back to 2007. It is now 
2010. If the Honourable Member felt that this Report 
was one of the most important that we would be de-
bating in this new century I have to end where I be-
gan: Why did it take the Honourable Member six 
months to bring this Report to the House? 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 

The Speaker: Thank you Dr. Gibbons, the Honour-
able Member from Paget East.  
 Just to inform Honourable Members that we 
are operating under the new Standing Order 19 
[(14)(2)]. The first speaker from any recognised Party 
in the House gets one hour. So it means that all our 
Honourable Members are now restricted to 30 min-
utes. 
 Also, for Honourable Members who ask for 
suspension of Orders, Order 21 applies for suspen-
sion, rather than the old Rule 14.  
 I now recognise the Honourable Member from 
Warwick North Central, Minister James. 
 Minister James, you have the floor. 
 
Hon. Elvin G. James: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: And you are limited to 30 minutes. 
 
Hon. Elvin G. James: Mr. Speaker, I don’t think I 
need 30 minutes to say what I have to say, but thank 
you very much. 
 Mr. Speaker, before I begin, let me touch on 
some of the things that I just heard the Honourable 
Member from the other side, the Shadow Minister of 
Education, say.  He mentioned technical education, 
first of all. And he highlighted one of our private 
schools as being, I guess the pioneer in this area. But 
let me just answer him. 
 This is part of our five-year plan. The Cam-
bridge Curriculum has the technical portion. And many 
of our schools presently are doing just that—teaching 
the carpentry, the culinary arts, even hairdressing. 
Most of the hairdressing salons downtown are coming 
directly out of our public school system. But I will dwell 
more on that a little later, because I have more to say 
about this technical situation. But I just wanted to 
touch on that. 
 Pre-schools. The Honourable Member men-
tioned that we should be getting our young people 
ready. I wonder if he has been reading our blueprint 
and just making it sound as though it was his idea. But 
we talked about the idea of getting our people ready 
so that when they hit elementary school, primary 
school, they are ready; everyone’s on the same level. 
 What we are coming up with now is that we 
put in place a curriculum for the three-year-olds to get 

them into the pre-school so that when they hit the pri-
mary level, everyone, hopefully, if we had the effective 
teachers and all the rest, will be up there and ready to 
start, ready to go at the primary level. But I will touch 
on that one a little later too. 
 And then he said . . . one of the things my 
Honourable Member said and that we agreed on, I 
guess, is that it is not good enough to just talk the talk, 
he says. But he talked about the all-male schools. In 
our five-year plan we are looking at that. However, we 
have a soft launch of Cambridge right now. And we 
have a soft launch of some other things as well. At 
some of our schools we have gender classes. We 
have some all-male classes, and all-female classes. 
So we haven’t just focused on the males. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Elvin G. James: Yes, we have some all-male 
classes and all-female classes, just to see how it’s 
going to work. But this is definitely on our five-year 
plan to do it. And, again, I am going to touch on that 
one because as the Member says, a school within a 
school. He was not talking about another school or 
building new structures. But maybe we can get around 
that gate without building new structures. 
 Mr. Speaker, we are here today to talk about 
this particular Report. I think we are all concerned 
about those of us who are sitting on the wall, those of 
us who are not employed. 
 
Some Hon. Members: Oooh. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Elvin G. James: No. I was talking about . . . 
when I say “us” I was talking about something that the 
Honourable Member before me was very uncomfort-
able talking about. And that is the colour of my skin, 
the Black people. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Elvin G. James: He was a bit uncomfortable 
talking about us, but . . .  
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Elvin G. James: The black young man. 
 I am going to touch first of all on the 50 per 
cent dropout rate. We continually hear this 50 per cent 
dropout rate. And the Honourable Member made a big 
deal of it in comparing that with the private school. 
 Let me clarify that, Mr. Speaker, because I 
was stunned by it too. I said, Let me do some re-
search, rather than just run my mouth. I didn’t want to 
just run my mouth, because I read it I am going to 
speak loud and long.  
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 So, I did some research. I went to S1 (this is 
last year). We had 1,394 students in the senior 
school. At S1, amongst men, we lost 33 of our males 
at S1. Where did they go? Thirteen went to alternative 
schooling, home school got 3, overseas got 11, pri-
vate got 3, and 3 dropped out. We did not know where 
they went. 
 Amongst the females, 18 at S1 dropped out 
(as they say). But when we look at just dropped out, 
and we didn’t know where they went, there was one.  
 At S2, of the males, 4 we did not know where 
they went. The rest went overseas in various places. 
Females? None at S2. Males at S3, there were 5 and 
4 females. S4, 2 males, 1 female.  
 So when we look at it, there were 14 males 
and 6 females that over the 4 years we do not know 
where they went. The rest went on to do other things. 
Twenty out of the 1,394. That’s 1.43 per cent. And if 
you look at it carefully, again, you do a little more re-
search and you do not just quote the numbers, it hap-
pened probably because they reached the age of 16. 
So that would account for the fact that 1.4 per cent of 
our people actually dropped out of school. 
 I just wanted to clarify that, Mr. Speaker. And 
that’s for all Levels from S1 through S4. Pretty hard to 
argue against figures and facts and statistics. 
 Now, Mr. Speaker, when I looked at years 
past and I look at what we call dropouts, you know, 
people dropped out then at the age of 16 and they 
went on to construction, they went on to hospitality. 
But they went to work. They thought it was more pro-
ductive for them to go out and work and earn money 
at that age, because that was attractive. And the hos-
pitality and construction industries were attractive in-
dustries.  
 I remember as a young man it was offering 
accommodation, so you could have a nice little apart-
ment on the grounds, and you were getting a good 
salary. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Elvin G. James: You remember all that. Oh yes, 
they offered accommodation there. 
 But now, when they drop out, what are our 
men doing now? Someone suggested that they have 
found another lucrative business; but it is not the con-
struction and hospitality so much, and this is what 
makes it a problem. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Elvin G. James: Recreation, yes. 
 Let’s look at the opportunities we offer now, 
going back to the technical side of it, because it is of-
ten said that this area is where we could offer some-
thing for our people.  
 I was encouraged yesterday, as well, when I 
sat at Bermuda College during the graduation and 

watched . . . and I do not care if it was just one indi-
vidual that went up there. The fact that these people 
are going to get an Associate’s [degree] in masonry 
technology, someone else in woodworking technol-
ogy, plumbing technology, electrical technology, is a 
beginning. This is a beginning. And when we combine 
it with our senior schools, we can expect some great 
things coming out of there. And to see the excitement 
on the faces of these individuals that had it.  

I do not know if anyone here took the oppor-
tunity to talk to these fellows afterwards and ask them 
where they are going, but they weren’t just satisfied 
with this Associate’s. They were going overseas and 
they wanted more. They wanted a Bachelor’s in what-
ever. And they wanted to come back here and, not 
just work, but they wanted to either own a business or 
teach.  

I say in this area, then, our counsellors obvi-
ously did a job. We haven’t touched everyone as yet, 
but we will.  

When we look at our senior schools we have 
facilities (and I have said this before) that are second 
to none. And we plan to implement these . . . they are 
being used now, but we have to do some marketing, 
our senior schools. They have great facilities. And, as 
I said earlier, Mr. Speaker, if you go there and see the 
hairdressing that they do, that is a programme that is 
supplying all of this island right now. 

If you look at the woodworking, the motor me-
chanics, the carpentry and the masonry, it is a great 
job being done. But where we have them is that now 
that the school-leaving age has gone from 16 to 18, 
maybe we can reverse the statistics of the past.  

And we talk about counsellors. I think we can 
make better use of the counsellors that we have now. 
We want to start an assessment of all of our people, a 
mandatory assessment beginning at age two where 
we can track them all the way through the system.  

We talk about the school within a school. 
Somewhere along the way we can determine whether 
our young men or even our young women are suited 
for the academic route, or whether they should go an-
other route.  
 
An Hon. Member: Because no route is better than 
the other. 
 
Hon. Elvin G. James: And no route is better than the 
other. No. We are giving them a means to earn a liv-
ing. That is what we are doing. 
 And this is what we want to do, track them 
along the way so that when they leave school at 18 it 
is not just a matter of holding them for another two 
years and letting children be a nuisance to each other. 
No. We are holding them for another two years to 
make certain that when they leave they are leaving 
with something in their hands; a piece of paper that 
says they have a certificate in masonry, carpentry, 
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computer, whatever it may be. But this is what we 
need to do.  
 What we have to keep in mind, Mr. Speaker, 
is that we are not going to have 100 per cent success 
rate here. We will still have some unemployed, and 
these individuals that we can call the “voluntarily un-
employed” . . . there will always be voluntary unem-
ployed individuals out there who just do not want to 
work. Very few. But there will be one or two. 
 Let me get on another one here about the 
single parent. Yes, we have some single-parent 
homes. But we have been doing this road trip during 
the education reform. And what I hear from some of 
the parents, especially the senior parents, is to tell 
these folks to, Stop using the single parent bit as an 
excuse for failure. Stop using the single parent as a 
failure, because I am a single parent and I have four 
boys.  
 One of them really hit me. One of them said, “I 
have three boys, and they all turned out to be great 
men because I had one of the strongest men in my 
house.” She said, “I took them to church every week 
and I had the good Lord on my side.” That’s what she 
said. 
 Parenting makes a big difference. And when 
the parents are doing what they should be doing it 
makes a big difference. So, whether you are a single-
parent or a two-parent home . . . you could be in a 
two-parent home and not get what you need. But 
when the single parent is providing what is needed, I 
don’t care whether there are 10 boys in that house; 
they are going to come out all right. So, it is not a mat-
ter of single parent. 
 I often talk about the four pillars that are ab-
sent . . . well, the four pillars that were present when 
all of us went to school. We had the community that 
was looking out for us. I know all of the people around 
my community looked out for me. I had my parents 
that were looking out. And they were using the eyes of 
the community to make certain that I was doing what I 
was doing. And then I had the school and they were in 
touch with each other. But I also had the church. I 
went to church.  

I may not be a regular attendee now, Mr. 
Speaker, but what I learned has not left me. And this 
is what many of our young men do not have now. And 
I say if we went around this room right now, most of 
us, if not all of us, either went to Sunday School or 
Sabbath School. And we got good grounding, solid 
foundation. So we had four pillars. You place a home 
on four pillars and it’s pretty hard to knock it down. 
You place it on one, as the pig said, “I will huff and 
puff and blow your house down.”  
 
An Hon. Member: The wolf. 
 
[Inaudible interjections and laughter] 
 

Hon. Elvin G. James: But, Mr. Speaker, I think when 
we look into parents . . . and here again, what we put 
in place is what we call Parent Connect, where the 
through the computer parents . . . when the child gets 
home at night they can check to see what time that 
child got to school, whether they were present, 
whether they were absent, what homework assign-
ments they had, what scores they got on quizzes that 
day. So, the teacher does not have to call home and 
the parent does not have to call the school every day. 
There is that connect right there. But the teacher is 
available if the parent does decide to call. But we want 
to make that connection. We want to make certain 
that every child has the best opportunity to learn. 
 Mr. Speaker, as we have been doing these 
road trips . . . and I am not going to talk about the 
negatives right now. I am going to talk . . . as the 
Member says, we have done nothing; we are doing 
nothing. I am going to dwell on some of the things that 
we claim to do over the next 12 months. I think we are 
in touch with the community because as we have 
done our road trips, we have done nine presentations, 
we hear pretty much the same thing from the people 
in the public. I am going to touch on some of these 
areas.  
 Longer school days: I heard the Honourable 
Member mention it earlier. Why can’t we have a 
longer school day? This is what the parents are ask-
ing. I knock off at 5 o’clock. But that’s not your eve-
ning. Most of them do like a little babysitting, but that 
is not really the reason.  
 What we would like to do and what I think we 
will do as we roll out this new curriculum . . . because 
the blueprint is not specific. It does not mention the 
specifics. It just talks about the general stuff. We will 
have the regular school day and then in the afternoon 
we will have an “enrichment period.” That enrichment 
period will allow all of our students to do language if 
they want, or just to develop some gift they might 
have. I might be a gifted artist and paint. I might be a 
musician. I might be the best I am in track or sailing or 
whatever. Or, it might be a child that needs extra help 
in math or English. Or it might be a gifted child who 
wants to just keep moving. But we want to provide an 
avenue for everyone to let them move through the 
system. 

We are not here to be stumbling blocks. We 
realise that we have to provide our children with the 
best quality education that we can. As we look at the 
longer school day we then have to look at the year-
round school. Why not?  

We are not an agricultural society any more. 
During the days of the agricultural society when you 
were reaping your crops during the summer, fathers 
were saying, “I need my sons out here to help me 
reap the crops in the field.” We are not in that any 
more. And then at the end of the summer, teachers 
were saying, “It takes me six weeks to get them set-
tled again, review and get moving again.” No. we want 
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to do away with that. Take it year round. They will 
probably still get the same amount of vacation. But if 
you go 10 weeks with a 2 week break, give them a 
little extra period at Christmas and summer, but we 
keep them going. There is no interference here. 

So, with the longer days, the year-round 
school . . . and here is another way. I know this will be 
a bit controversial. But we hear it from everyone. The 
middle school—something that was not implemented 
by us. And it was implemented against the advice of 
most but— 

 
[Inaudible interjection] 

 
Hon. Elvin G. James: I figured you would say that. 
 What we are hearing from the parents is this: 
You now have the primary, then you have the three-
year middle and then the senior, and they are saying, 
“I have total faith in the primary. But after they leave 
and go to the middle school, no. Those are the years 
when my child needs solidarity. Those are the years 
when the peer pressure comes to play. I would rather 
see going back having the extended primary system 
and then the five years of senior school. That way it 
allows my child to bond with the teacher, to bond with 
the classmates and that might be the bonding they 
need to put off the peer pressure. But when you have 
no bonding they are easy prey.” 
 That brings me to another controversial one—
school consolidation. We’re not going to build new 
schools. But let’s look at school consolidation. Some 
of the schools that we have going back 15 or 20 years 
ago, had 250 students in them. Now they might have 
90 each. So, down to 90; 90 to 100. 
 So folks are asking, why not consolidate some 
of these schools? And then the question is, if you do 
that what are you going to do with the extra buildings? 
Well, we could have that all-boy’s school; we could 
have that special needs school. Yesterday, I went to a 
ceremony at Bermuda on the Water celebrating Erica 
Smith who has played an instrumental role in Ber-
muda’s Voices of Tomorrow, the Autism Society. And 
they are doing it on their own. But they need help. 
 As they say, right now there is one in every 
150 children born that has autism. And they say that 
in the next 5 to 10 years it will be 1 in 50. So we have 
to look at that and be proactive and provide something 
to make certain that we can take care of these chil-
dren. 
 And, more importantly, I know that this is a 
topic my Honourable Member on the other side 
loves—the dollars and cents. Apart from making cer-
tain that we can provide a quality education, we can 
also get money for value.  
 
An Hon. Member: Value for money. 
 
Hon. Elvin G. James: Value for money. I don’t know 
how that came out but . . .  

 If we look at the middle schools and we estab-
lish maybe two senior schools, one on either end of 
the island, so we now have four senior schools, then 
we have some extra stability.  
 We can then establish the Ministry headquar-
ters. We don’t have to spend $28 million, $30 million 
buying another building for government facilities. That 
makes my Works and Engineering Minister very 
happy. 
 We, in education, will save $700,000 annually 
on the rents that we pay just by doing the same.  
Right now we pay $700,000. So, with consolidation 
and a little thinking, we can make it work. Not just pro-
viding quality education, but cutting back on some of 
the public funds that are being spent. This is one of 
the things that has come from the Finance Minister— 
be creative. Be creative! Find ways of still delivering 
the quality product, but saving funds. Yes. It is not the 
intention of this Government to sacrifice the quality of 
public education.  

Mr. Speaker, as I said I am not going to go on 
and on forever, I just want to highlight some of the 
positives.  

What we want to do, and what I think will hap-
pen in the very near future, is that we will make public 
education the number one choice of the parents on 
this island. And I am going to say something that I 
often say in our meetings in the department. And I am 
going to say it here today. The true measure of suc-
cess of our reform of anything we are putting in will be 
the day when our graduates will be able to walk into 
any international business, or anywhere on the island, 
and get a job because they have a quality education. 
And they will be displacing some of the individuals 
here. That doesn’t sound good, but this is their home. 
And that is what employers are saying, “We want to 
employ Bermudians, but we want them to be quali-
fied.” And when we have this here, that is going to be 
happening.  

And the other true measure will be the day, 
and I do not want to see it happen, when we see one 
or two private schools close down. But as we draw 
them in it is going to happen. 

Mr. Speaker, I just wanted to take a few min-
utes to say that we are doing some things. And you 
are going to see some things happen. We are not just 
walking the walk or talking the talk. I have been in this 
Ministry now for 15 months, when I leave here I want 
my Honourable Member on the other side to be able 
to say, This is what we accomplished—that Minister, 
with my help. We did these things.  

So I will give you some bragging rights, Grant.  
Mr. Speaker, I believe that our young people 

right now are going to be given every opportunity to 
be the best that they can be. 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 

The Speaker: Thank you, Minister James. 
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 I now recognise the Honourable and Learned 
Member, Mr. S. Crockwell, from Pembroke West. 
 Mr. Crockwell has the floor. 
 
Mr. Shawn G. Crockwell: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I think it is timely that we are 
debating the content of this Report. I think that it was 
timely when the Report was commissioned as we are 
experiencing in our country a rise in crime, a rise in 
anti-social behaviour, Mr. Speaker, which certainly 
has a direct attachment to the conclusions and the 
statistics stated in this Report. 
 As we look at the title of the Report, “A Study 
of Employment, Earnings and Educational Gaps be-
tween Young Black Bermudian Males and Their 
Same-age Peers,”  I do not think anyone in this Hon-
ourable House can deny (and the Report substanti-
ates) that there is a gap.  
 Mr. Speaker, the reason why there is a gap 
has historical implications. There are historical expla-
nations as to why there is a gap. And there will proba-
bly always be a gap. Certainly, there is going to be 
gap for some time to come because of the historical 
facts that we have to deal with. 
 I am certainly glad to hear from the Opposition 
that they want to be looking forward rather than spend 
this debate resurrecting history. I am not quite sure if 
they are using that policy in the selection of their can-
didates, Mr. Speaker.  
 
Some Hon. Members: Oooh. 

 
Mr. Shawn G. Crockwell: They seem to be using 
historical individuals for their candidates, but, certainly 
I— 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Mr. Shawn G. Crockwell: I support the fact that they 
want to go forward. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
[Gavel] 
 
Mr. Shawn G. Crockwell: Well, they may have, Mr. 
Speaker, but they are certainly going back. There is 
no question that they are going back, Mr. Speaker, in 
the policy. 
 Well, a lot of mistakes have been made, Mr. 
Speaker, but that is going to be for a separate debate. 
 As we stand here today, we know that in 
2007— 
 
The Speaker: It is not for the Floor of the House. 
 
Mr. Shawn G. Crockwell: Yes, the Opposition started 
up with 14 in 2007, Mr. Speaker. So we know that 

many mistakes have happened, as they sit now with 
nine. 
 But, Mr. Speaker I am glad we now want to go 
forward, because it is important that we get it right. It 
is important that we come up with solutions to this. 
And I agree with the Honourable Premier. This is the 
most important issue that we have to deal with, be-
cause if we don’t correct this problem, Mr. Speaker, 
then the future of this country is in jeopardy.  

Without question . . . and I agree. Most 
speakers have already highlighted the fact that educa-
tion underpins this issue. And if we can fix education, 
without question, then the economic disparity would 
be addressed. The rise in crime would be reduced. 
And we would not have to really deal with social reha-
bilitation. Obviously that is going to be a component, 
but it will be less of an issue if we can fix education. 
So, education is the foundation of this issue. 

What is stated in this Report, certainly . . . and 
we heard the Honourable Member speak earlier, that 
it is not novel information. I don’t think anyone who 
read the Report . . . I actually attended at the Berkeley 
Institute and I was quite pleased to see the amount of 
interest that the community demonstrated in them 
coming out in force. People are concerned about the 
plight of our young Black males. They are concerned 
about the fact that it does not appear as if we are get-
ting the potential out of our children in Bermuda. 

It is concerning when going to college for our 
young Black males is an exception, but going to 
prison, Mr. Speaker, is becoming the norm. We have 
to address that. And I think that this Report paints a 
sobering picture of the challenges that our young, 
black males face. I actually thought it was going to be 
worse in terms of the statistics; but, certainly it is so-
bering.  

And we cannot be surprised by these results 
because it is a fact. The Hopkins Report highlighted 
that we had serious deficiencies in our public educa-
tional system. The Honourable Minister just now said 
that he looks forward to the day when private schools 
were closed. I can tell you, I look forward to the day 
where I am confident in sending my daughter to the 
public schools. Right now, my daughter is in private 
school and it costs me almost $20,000 a year, Mr. 
Speaker, in order to provide that type of quality educa-
tion for my daughter.  

But I have no problem admitting that I do not 
have confidence in the public education system in 
Bermuda. And we have to address that. And the Hon-
ourable Minister said that the Government is, indeed, 
addressing it; but we have been hearing that, Mr. 
Speaker, since 1998. And this is the newest Educa-
tion Minister and hopefully we will see some results. 
But it is concerning, Mr. Speaker, when we are con-
sistently talking about this problem, when we have 
report after report which highlights the finite details of 
the problem and provides us with the statistics asso-
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ciated with the problem, yet we cannot seem to wrap 
our minds around providing solutions to the problem. 

The empirical evidence continues to show that 
the problem is getting worse. So, I am looking forward 
to less debate on the issue, as important as it is, but 
seeing the implementation of more solutions. Hope-
fully we can see the evidence of that going forward. 

Dr. Mincy says in his Report that “ . . . young 
Black Bermudian men are highly over-represented 
among the incarcerated population in Bermuda and 
they are much more likely than their same-age peers 
to commit drug-related offenses and violent crimes.” 
That should alarm all of us, especially Black Bermudi-
ans. Why is it that our children are finding this to be 
their plight? 

And I cannot accept that it is the culpability of 
Government alone and the culpability of the public 
education system alone, because the reality is, Mr. 
Speaker, that there are some very productive students 
coming out of public education. And that raises the 
quandary, Why is it that there are some students that 
go into Berkeley and go into CedarBridge and they go 
off to university and they are successful? 

Where is the difference? What is the change 
agent between those students and those who drop 
out?  

I think at the end of the day we can all admit 
that it comes down to personal responsibility and the 
influence that the family is having on the children. 

The Report talks about the influence of fa-
thers. I can speak from personal experience. My fa-
ther, who did not have much of an education . . . he 
had to leave school in order to help support his family. 
It was a family of nine. My father’s mother passed 
away when he was six years old and it was just what 
they had to do. I believe he was 13 when he entered 
into the workforce to contribute to the household. 

But for some reason, Mr. Speaker, education 
was the most important issue for my father in our 
home. His primary objective was to ensure that all of 
his children acquired university education. And from 
when we went to the Bermuda Institute Seventh-Day 
Adventist School, we were educated through private 
schools throughout most all of our lives. He worked 
very hard to ensure that we got quality education and 
he emphasised it every day.  

In fact, what he transferred to me as a young 
man, Mr. Speaker . . . after a long day’s work out in 
the heat trucking the slate and the cement and block, 
he would come home and say, “Shawn, my job is to 
go out there and work to make the money to pay for 
the education. Your job is to go to school, pay atten-
tion, work hard, and get good grades.” 

He’d say, “I am going to do my job; that’s my 
commitment to you. Now you must do you job.” 

And because of my respect for my father, Mr. 
Speaker, I took that very seriously. Whenever I got my 
report card I was showing him that I was doing my 
part as well. So, I think that from an empirical per-

spective the result of this particular study is clear. 
When fathers take an interest in their children, then 
you will see positive results. 

So, we have to accept a level of personal re-
sponsibility. And the students themselves have to ac-
cept responsibility as well. They need to understand 
from a very early age that their future is dependant on 
what they do when they go to school, whether or not 
they decide to participate and to concentrate in class 
and to do the work that they are assigned to do, and 
to do their homework. It’s a choice, Mr. Speaker. I 
think that as a society we have to recognise that we 
have to accept personal responsibility. 

Someone asked me earlier today, what about 
those families that have two or three jobs? And what 
about the single parent who is not at home? 

The Honourable Minister just spoke about 
how we have to widen that net; there needs to be 
greater participation even from other family members. 
We have to figure out a way to have a positive, long 
lasting influence on our children because the reality is 
that over the last 20 years something has gone wrong. 
And we are now seeing the results of that.  

It did not start in 1998. We have to be real 
about that, Mr. Speaker. We don’t see the manifesta-
tion of our social ills that we see today since 1998. We 
have neglected this issue, Mr. Speaker, for the last 20 
years—or more! And we have to recognise that in or-
der to rectify it, it is going to take the same type of 
commitment. We can’t just keep passing the buck. 
Having a debate here about what the United Bermuda 
Party did wrong, and what the [inaudible] Government 
has done wrong, I don’t believe, Mr. Speaker, is bene-
ficial. At the end of the day the problem will still exist. 

My clarion call today is not to the Govern-
ment; it is to the parents and to the students them-
selves. Part of my concern about a study that really 
substantiates that there is a gap and the gap is rooted 
in possible racism and White privilege etcetera, is that 
it may give some form of excuse to young Back males 
to say, Well, that’s why I am not getting the opportuni-
ties, or, That’s why I am not going to succeed or be 
able to compete with my White counterpart. Every 
young person in this county needs to know—Black or 
White—that if they work hard, Mr. Speaker, if they 
commit themselves, they can achieve whatever they 
set out to achieve. 

And I am a testament to that, Mr. Speaker, 
because in my personal life and in my personal fail-
ings and challenges, what got me over, what pulled 
me out was education. I was able to rely on education 
and I studied my way out of my difficulties. And as a 
result, today I am reaping the benefits and rewards 
from that.  

But we do have issues and we do have chal-
lenges in our public education system. I can recall 
about 10 years ago I met a young man who had 
graduated from one of our schools (I am not going to 
call the name), and we were having a discussion. He 
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said how he could not find a job and he could not get 
accepted at Bermuda College. I was going through his 
application, and I asked him to read something for me. 
And, Mr. Speaker, I was astounded that this young 
man, who had a high school education (he has the 
certificate), could not read six-, seven-letter words. 
Could not read it. 

And it begged the question, Well how did you 
graduate? How can you graduate if you are unable to 
read five- six-letter words, Mr. Speaker? We have let 
our young people down and we need to come up with 
a bipartisan approach to solve this problem and get us 
back on track. 

The Report highlights that there is greater un-
employment, there is earning disparity. More than 50 
per cent of young Black males enrolled in the public 
education system leave before obtaining their secon-
dary school certificate. The Honourable Minister ex-
plained that many of them go elsewhere. The Report 
highlights that 55 per cent get a GED; 22 per cent go 
abroad, and 7.4 per cent go into the technical area. 

The majority of young Black males are being 
encouraged to enter into technical fields. I understand 
what the Report is trying to say, that we need, at a 
very early age, to encourage our young people, our 
children, in to academia. And I think we need to have 
our children reading. Right now, Mr. Speaker, there is 
so much media entertainment out there for our chil-
dren . . . I hardly ever see children reading. 

I was traveling the other day and I was as-
tounded as I was going past a bus lay-by and there 
was this young boy sitting down reading a book. It 
was like I saw a dinosaur, Mr. Speaker! Because you 
don’t see kids reading books anymore. They are on 
their play stations; they are on all of the other gadgets. 
We need to encourage our young kids to read more. 
We need to turn the TV off, Mr. Speaker. We need to 
take the television out of the bedroom, Mr. Speaker. 
And we need to give them a book. And they may dis-
cover a whole new world. 

The Honourable Member said I am misleading 
the House. I am not saying that children are not read-
ing, Mr. Speaker. I am saying that in my travels I see 
young children using these electronic gadgets far 
more than having a book in their hands, Mr. Speaker. 

I recall Senator Thaao Dill actually when he 
was being interviewed for the Big Conversation 
documentary. He was talking about when he was at-
tending, I believe, the Warwick Secondary and he was 
on the bus, how he used to be ridiculed— 

 
[Inaudible interjections] 

 
Mr. Shawn G. Crockwell: I didn’t say Warwick. I 
didn’t say Warwick. 
 What did I say, Warwick Secondary? 
 I’m sorry. I meant Warwick Academy. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 

 
[Gavel] 
 
Mr. Shawn G. Crockwell: He said that he attended 
the Warwick Academy, Mr. Speaker. And he said that 
he used to read on his way home from school on the 
bus and he used to be ridiculed for that. We need to 
let young people know that it is good to read, Mr. 
Speaker. We need to encourage them to read. 
  Some years ago I attended a party at some-
one’s home. The individual is a highly respected at-
torney in Bermuda. I went to his home for this party. 
As I sat there, what struck me as very interesting was 
that this individual is an attorney. He has a brother 
who is a doctor, and he had another sibling who was a 
psychologist. 
 I thought to myself, wow. And every single 
child that was there that I spoke to and I asked what 
did they wanted to do, they all had these very lofty 
aspirations—because of the influence that was around 
them; because of what they were exposed to on a day 
to day basis. And, without question, education was 
very important in that home. And that just goes to 
show that if you can establish an environment at 
home, Mr. Speaker, where the focus is on education, 
then the children will follow that example.   
 Now, I also want to talk about this issue of 
technical schools and how many of the young Black 
males are encouraged to enter technical fields. We 
have to accept that some of our students will be more 
proficient in technical areas. The Report seems to 
make a slant on it, that there is something wrong with 
encouraging our students into the technical area be-
cause they would earn less in that field rather than 
going into the academic fields where they can work in 
international business et cetera. 
 Mr. Speaker, my son—who is extraordinarily 
bright—went to Berkeley. And for some reason I could 
not get him to get excited about academics. No matter 
what I did, not matter what punishment I imposed, I 
could not get him . . . he would not do any work, and 
go to class and still pass the exam.  

I tried to highlight to him how he has natural 
ability. If he worked hard and studied he could get 
scholarships to go off to whatever university. I would 
even say to my son, “At the end of this term, if you 
make the honour roll I would buy an Xbox [his favour-
ite at the time]. We will go to town immediately and I 
will buy you an Xbox and your favourite game.” And 
he was excited about it. At the end of the term, the 
report card was the same. No matter what I did, Mr. 
Speaker.  

But he is extraordinary, Mr. Speaker, with his 
hands. He went to work at Air Care when he was in 
his junior year in high school. He was working there 
and immediately they wanted to give him a scholar-
ship upon his completion of Berkeley because he was 
excelling so well. As a student apprentice he was tak-
ing apart air-conditioners and putting them back to-
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gether. He was able to grasp that. And when he 
comes home and I have a problem with my air-
conditioner, he can do that too. I tell my son I don’t 
know what’s going on, fix it; and he will fix it. He has 
that talent. 
 So, he made a decision that that is the area 
that he wanted to pursue. And he is pursuing it and he 
is doing well. I don’t want us to come to a conclusion 
that those who aspire to go towards a technical pro-
fession, that somehow that is less important, or 
somehow that it is downgraded to those who go into 
international business or into a more academic area.  

I do believe that from a young age we should 
be encouraging our children to read more. We should 
be encouraging our children to work hard because 
without question . . . I do not know of any Black friend, 
when you talk about the fact that there is unemploy-
ment with our young Black males, et cetera, I do not 
know of any Black males, my contemporaries, who 
are well educated, unemployed. Not only do I not 
know of any of my Black contemporaries who are well 
educated and unemployed, they are all in good paying 
jobs. So it is without question that if we can fix our 
education system from a very early age, catch them 
early, and allow our young people to go on and fulfill 
their potential, that we will then address many of the 
issues that we are confronting today. 

But as I stated in the beginning, Mr. Speaker, 
it is going to take a long process. It is going to require 
a commitment from all facets of our community—the 
schools, the Government, the Opposition, parents, 
neighbours. This is one of those issues where we 
need all hands on deck. And that is what should be 
the call today to Bermuda. We need to get serious 
about turning this around. We cannot expect Govern-
ment to do it alone. We cannot expect the schools to 
do it alone. We need to do it together. 

I believe if we make that commitment, Mr. 
Speaker, we can turn this problem around.  

Thank you, sir. 
 

The Speaker: Thank you, Mr. Crockwell, the Honour-
able and Learned Member from Pembroke West. 
 I now recognise the Honourable Member, Mr. 
E. Richards from Devonshire East.  
 The Honourable Member, Mr. Richards, 
Shadow Minister of Finance, has the floor. 
 
Mr. Everard T. (Bob) Richards: Thank you very 
much, Mr. Speaker.  
 This Report that we are debating here cer-
tainly highlights, as the Honourable Premier said, 
many key areas in our community that have issues 
that need our attention. Really, Government’s role in 
our society is to look forward, not backward, to plan 
for the future and execute those plans. Subjective his-
tory lessons are really not that helpful.  
 Most of the speakers today have focused on 
the future and plans to rectify the issues that have 

been highlighted by the Ministry Report, and I am 
gratified for that.  
 Mr. Speaker, if I can just read this quote here, 
it goes as follows: “Race, and therefore institutional 
racism, continues to inform the patterns of social rela-
tionships to which young Black males have responded 
in a variety of ways. Always conscious that blackness 
has made a difference as to whether they are able to 
maximise their life chances some have sought to aca-
demically improve themselves while others have 
sought refuge in a cultural disengagement.” 
 That quote is from another report done in Oc-
tober 2005 by Dr. Roy Wright. It is perhaps not sur-
prising that a number of the conclusions—  
 
The Speaker: You managed to get a copy? 
 
Mr. Everard T. (Bob) Richards: Yes, I managed to 
get a copy. 
 [Dr.] Wright is a friend of mine. 
 It is perhaps not surprising that a lot of the 
conclusions and recommendations are very much in 
sync with the Report under review today.  
 Mr. Speaker, unfortunately, Bermuda’s econ-
omy is structured in such a way that it provides very 
few opportunities for workers who are not knowledge 
workers. This trend in favour of knowledge workers is 
global, and is also a trend that is 100 per cent irre-
versible. It is irreversible worldwide. It is particularly 
pronounced in Bermuda because of the nature of our 
economy. 
 High school dropouts are not knowledge 
workers. As a matter of fact, high school graduates 
are not knowledge workers either. But at least they 
have the potential to become knowledge workers.  

Mr. Speaker, the choices for our young Black 
males are very clear. It is clear for everybody to see: 
1) You either become a knowledge worker and enjoy 
the many opportunities that Bermuda has to offer and 
prosper; or 2) Be consigned to limited opportunity, 
lower than average income and lower than average 
standard of living; or 3) You can prosper by way of the 
underground or illegal economy, but risk imprisonment 
or death from gang warfare.  

Those are the three choices. It’s a very simple 
thing. 

The choice of some of our young Black males 
to take that third rail, as we would know it, is an option 
that is plunging our island into the kind of violence that 
we, quite frankly, thought was unimaginable not that 
long ago. So these things all connect. 

Dr. Mincy concluded that education was criti-
cal to the success of young Black males. Five years 
ago, Dr. Wright concluded the same thing, came to 
the same conclusion. As a matter of fact, his recom-
mendations included some of these things as follows:  

1) He recommended a community approach to 
promoting people to become their own bosses, to be 
entrepreneurs. Promoting business ownership. 
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2) He recommended training and partnerships 
with business firms to help train young people in the 
workplace. 

As we heard earlier from my colleague, and I 
believe the Honourable Minister James, he recom-
mended counselling young Black males in the so-
called soft skills; that is, listening, conversing and trust 
building.  

I think you said something about soft skills. 
Didn’t I hear you mention something about soft skills?  

So, it was my just my colleague, the Honour-
able Dr. Gibbons.  

Okay. I don’t want to—it’s a good thing, but I 
don’t want to ascribe it to you if you really didn’t say it. 

 
[Inaudible interjections and laughter] 
 
Mr. Everard T. (Bob) Richards: Also in education, 
Dr. Wright recommended the strengthening of link-
ages between schools and sporting clubs.  
 I noted from some of the Members of this 
Honourable House, Mr. Speaker, the connection be-
tween sports and schools is such where, I notice from 
my own son, if it were not for sports, he would not 
have a degree today. All right?  

And we have some former sports greats in 
this House and, I dare say, I am looking at grades in 
particular for [INAUDIBLE] looking at grades. And I 
dare say they would agree that the connection with 
young males with sport can be crucial to helping them 
get an education. Crucial! Dr. Wright made that con-
nection. 

He also made the recommendation to provide 
incentives to employ more male teachers as role 
models. He also said that one should establish schol-
arships for males for tertiary education.  

Now, Dr. Mincy analysed similar data and he 
found that in addition to education that the family 
structure (or should I say the deterioration of the fam-
ily structure) was critical to some of the problems that 
young Black males have in today’s society. He made 
a point of talking about the important role of fathers’ 
influence on their sons and made the comment . . . 
and I think the Honourable Premier made the allusion 
to people working with their hands and that their fa-
thers worked with their hands so the sons wanted to 
work with their hands even though the sons some-
times did not even know their fathers.  

 
The Speaker: Doctors work with their hands. 
 
Mr. Everard T. (Bob) Richards: That’s right, and that 
doctors work with their hands. Right? 
 So, the importance of a positive male influ-
ence in a family home is really very, very important. 
And I have to say . . . and I might be vilified by some 
of my female colleagues here, but it seemed to me 
that there was a period of time when many women felt 
that the male presence in a house was superfluous.  

The Honourable Minister talked about not using single 
families as whipping boys for a lot of the problems. 
And I agree with him. 
 Having said that, it is a tough enough job for 
two parents to bring up children; it is an extraordinarily 
difficult job for a single parent to bring up children. 
And while it can be done, and we see an example of it 
being done, because it is so much more difficult, one 
would not want to wish that sort of situation on any-
body, all other things being equal. 
 In any case, it is very hard for a mother to 
teach a son how to be a man.  
 
An Hon. Member: Impossible! 
 
Mr. Everard T. (Bob) Richards: Okay, I heard the 
words “impossible.” Okay. 
 Boys learn how to be men; and boys learn 
how to be good men from good men.  
 Now, we have a lot of men in this country, Mr. 
Speaker, who are very anxious to fulfill their biological 
functions of being a father as opposed to the respon-
sibilities that come thereafter. That is, I think, a critical 
problem with the young men of Bermuda. We have a 
lot of fathers who are AWOL, who do not fulfill their 
responsibility, and who provide very poor role models 
for their children. So, I think these things are critical to 
the success of children today. 
 Mr. Speaker, my education and growing up 
was from a different era. But I can tell you that, like 
the Member who just took his seat, the household that 
I grew up in everything was based on educational 
achievement. Everything! You know? Doing no fa-
vours. There was nothing that you did not do well in 
school. And my job was very clear to me. My job was 
to do well in school. And if I did not, I would suffer the 
wrath of my father—and my mother! 
 It is the priorities that are set at home that are 
crucial to how a child does in school.  
 When I went to Central School, Mr. Speaker, I 
think a lot of kids . . . it was a very tough school, a 
very large school. It was in a very depressed area. But 
I can tell you that most of the students that went to 
that school went to that school with a mission. And 
they were sent on a mission by their parents—
whether it was a single family or a father and mother, 
a traditional family. It did not matter. Those children 
were sent to that school with a mission by their par-
ents to get educated. And I have a sense that that 
missionary zeal is missing from a lot of families in 
Bermuda. I think that is a real problem in our commu-
nity. 
 If you do not send your child to school with the 
mission that he has to learn, then chances are the 
child is not going to learn. So, these are the kinds of 
things that I think we have to really reflect on here. 
The educational system can only do so much. 
 I have read papers that between the ages of 1 
and 18 most of what a child learns he learns at home. 
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Despite the fact that he goes to school every day, 
most of what the child learns they learn at home. So, if 
we are not sending our children out with a mission to 
learn, then it does not matter what the educational 
system is, it does not matter what the school does, it 
has to start at home. And if for nothing else, because 
a lot of these children who go to school, the parents 
cannot teach them very much. But they certainly can 
affect their attitude. They certainly can affect their atti-
tude when they are in school. So we have a lot of that 
kind of thing missing.  
 You know, when Johnny gets in trouble in 
school, these days sometimes the parent wants to go 
to school and beat up the teacher. I mean in my day 
that was unthinkable! Because teachers were gods in 
my day. You know, so now there’s a lot to this being 
about education. There’s no question that education is 
the key to opportunity. But how we get our children 
educated is not only the responsibility of the school. It 
is primarily the responsibility of the parents.  
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Mr. Everard T. (Bob) Richards: It is primarily the re-
sponsibility of the parents. And if parents renege on 
that responsibility, then the children are going to suf-
fer. And I think that one of the differences that I find 
[between] the days of yore when I went to school and 
today is that the missionary zeal to get educated is 
missing.  

Now the Honourable Premier talked about, 
and I think that he used an example of how Dr. Mincy 
interviewed some children and none of them wanted 
to be doctors or lawyers. And the implication was be-
cause there weren’t any doctors or lawyers around as 
role models. Well, I have to say that I disagree entirely 
with that. When I was at the Berkeley Institute (and we 
have some Members here who were at Berkeley with 
me), I very clearly remember a gentleman from the 
business community of Hamilton who came and gave 
a talk to, I think, Fourth, Fifth and Sixth Formers at 
Berkeley about careers. And this was in maybe ’62 or 
’63, all right?  
 
[inaudible interjections] 
 
Mr. Everard T. (Bob) Richards: Look I got no prob-
lem!  
 
[inaudible interjections] 
 
Mr. Everard T. (Bob) Richards: I don’t lie about my 
age! 
 
[inaudible interjections and laughter] 
 
Mr. Everard T. (Bob) Richards: The job opportunities 
that this gentleman was talking about were what we 
now call technical and vocational type jobs. And we 

were looking around the room at each other and say-
ing “What is this?” because even though there were 
virtually no or very few sort of Black engineers in 
Bermuda, there were very few or no Black account-
ants in Bermuda, you know, a lot of people in that 
room— 
 
[inaudible interjection] 
 
Mr. Everard T. (Bob) Richards: No. None! That’s 
right.  

And certainly no Black meteorologists in Ber-
muda in those days, very few Black business execu-
tives that existed. In spite of the fact that there were 
no so-called “role models” for the children in that 
room, there were a whole lot of children who wanted 
to be that. A whole lot of them—including me! I 
wanted to be (believe it or not) a meteorologist back 
then. I’m not even sure if I knew what that was back in 
those days, but I wanted to be one. 
 Out of that class, Mr. Speaker,  
 
[laughter and inaudible interjections] 
 
Mr. Everard T. (Bob) Richards: Out of the people in 
that class, came the current CEO of Bank of Ber-
muda; the current CEO of Argus, Dame Jennifer; my-
self, the current CEO of BELCO. Out of that lot came 
the people who had the dream of becoming some-
thing—even though there were no role models around 
them. 

So, just because children can’t see role mod-
els there doesn’t mean they can’t conceive of them. 
Because we did. So I don’t accept that particular point 
that the Premier put forward.   

As a matter of fact, in those days at Berkeley, 
the traditional professions were lawyer, teacher, doc-
tor, dentist, nurse. That was it. But we were there 
thinking about a lot of different things in those days 
and a lot of it actually came true.  
 Now, let’s talk about fathers. 

Well, Mr. Speaker, really the bottom line is, as 
far as I’m concerned, that this particular Report is 
really a sort of Chapter 2 of a report that was done all 
the way back in 2005. And my colleague, the Hon. Dr. 
Gibbons, made a very good point. A) Why we had to 
have this Report done again (I don’t know); but, you 
know, here we are 10 years later and $250,000 poorer 
to have this Report. And in the intervening period, we 
could have actually been building some of the things 
here instead of just standing up here now talking 
about it like it’s brand new. Because it’s not brand 
new.  
 
An Hon. Member: Look in the rearview mirror 
 
Mr. Everard T. (Bob) Richards: Well, we’re not going 
to look in the rearview mirror. And I think the only per-
son who’s stood up here today and looked in the rear-
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view mirror is the original presenter—the Honourable 
Premier—because we really can’t afford to look in the 
rearview mirror any more. We have to actually come 
up with some solutions to these problems.   

I know that the Honourable Education Minister 
in sincere in what he’s trying to do. But, you know, the 
time . . . it’s sort of five minutes before midnight here, 
Mr. Speaker. It’s five before midnight. We have the 
real consequences of our failures in respect of the 
education and the socialisation and the inspiration of 
our young Black males.  

The proof is in the shooting—not in the pud-
ding! The proof is in the shooting.  So we really need 
to buckle down and get some real-life solutions to this 
problem before we have any more destructive . . . 
somebody was talking about people working in con-
struction. Well these gentlemen are working in de-
struction. And they are not just destroying their own 
environment; they are destroying the entire Bermuda. 
So we need to be positive and get some solutions on 
the table. 

Thank you Mr. Speaker. 
 
Mr. Speaker: Thank you Mr. Richards, the Hon. 
Member from Devonshire East. 
 We are debating the report done by Dr. Mincy 
and others: “A Study of Employment, Earnings, and 
Educational Gaps between Young Black Bermudian 
Males and their Same-Age Peers.” 
 I now recognise the Honourable Member, Mr. 
T. Lister from Sandys South. 
 Mr. Lister has the floor. 
 
Hon. Terry E. Lister: Thank you Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I too, would like to weigh in this 
afternoon and make my comments with regard to this 
Report.  
 First of all, I want to say that I am pleased that 
the Report was done. Those of you who know me, 
know that I am a great enemy of the barber shop. 
Now, I like to go there and get my hair cut as often as 
I can, but I’m an enemy of the barber shop talk—the 
idea that the state of the nation is as the guys in the 
barber shop say it is. And we all grew up with that. 
Yes? That’s where opinions are formed—in the barber 
shop. We are going to run the country based on what 
we hear in the barber shop.  
 And so, a decade ago I was given the task of 
bringing CURE legislation here and bringing about 
CURE Reporting. And what CURE Reporting did was 
it took that whole race promotion thing out of the bar-
ber shop in terms of just telling stories. Now one can 
tell the story based on facts. We’ve had 10 years 
worth of reporting. So people can talk about employ-
ment and promotion and opportunities based on 
changes seen in the CURE Reports—or lack of 
change, if that’s the perspective from which one sees 
it.  

 I look at the Mincy Report and I feel the same 
way. We have talked and talked and talked about 
what’s happening in education, what’s happening with 
young Black males versus young Black females ver-
sus young White males. We can put away the conver-
sation now, the he-say she-say, I thought, and all of 
that. And we can work with some facts as delivered by 
Dr. Mincy. 
 Mr. Speaker, you know sometimes we hear a 
lot of noise in this House and across the country about 
all these consultants coming in here and we’re paying 
them a lot of money, and who are they? Well, in fact, 
Dr. Mincy wrote the book. This is his book here, Nur-
turing Young Black Males, 1994. And he’s been build-
ing on it ever since. 
 So he’s not some guy who fell off the back of 
the bus. This guy really is the expert. He really does 
know what he’s talking about, and so I commend 
those responsible for bringing him in here to do this 
study. He knows what he’s talking about. 
 And what did he find? Well, he said our Black 
boys are not idle. They are working; but they are not 
drivers in the economy. They are not equipped educa-
tionally and in some cases, socially, to be influencers 
in their own country. And I’d like to invite Members to 
make that the central theme of what we are trying to 
do here today. To reflect upon the fact that too many, 
and I am not going to get caught up in the barber shop 
having just criticised it, I’m not going to start talking 
about, Oh, all our young men are lost. Nobody be-
lieves that. And we should not allow that conversation 
to take place. The vast majority of our young people, 
be they male, female, be they Black, White or any-
body else are doing well. And they bring pride to all of 
us.  

Every Member of this House has a nephew, 
child, cousin, grandson, whom they speak about with 
great pride. What has my child done recently? Well, 
let me tell you! You know? That is what we do. You 
know, I missed the House last week Friday—why? 
Because my daughter graduated from Law School! 
See? There we go! We can all say—because our chil-
dren are doing well. We have some who don’t.  

But Mr. Speaker, I was a little confused. You 
know, I try to turn off the accounting machine in my 
head so I can have normal conversations. But it still 
works, it still works! 

 
[laughter]  

 
Hon. Terry E. Lister: And when I was listening to the 
presentation from Dr. Mincy, he started to talk about 
average earnings. And he was talking in the rounds of 
$25,000. And the statistics were official government 
statistics coming from the Department of Statistics. 
And I was really, you know, stunned! I don’t know who 
makes $25,000 in Bermuda. So I don’t know how the 
average could be $25,000.  You know what I mean?  
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If you go up to Public Transport and you tell 
them, Look, I’d like a little hustle up here cleaning the 
buses. The paycheck for cleaning the buses is $800 a 
week. That’s $40,000 a year! Okay? So I don’t know 
where the $25,000 came from and I am prepared to 
disregard the numbers and say that I am not going to 
accept them. Anybody else can accept them if they 
like. They are in the Report. They should be official. 
But I am not going to accept them, because for me 
they don’t rub right.  
 
[inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Terry E. Lister: But that does not take away 
from the Report itself in that what the Report is saying 
that one group versus another group—so that part is 
okay.  

Mr. Speaker, I have some concerns about the 
Report, however, and what falls out of it. The first 
thing that concerns me—and I can never figure out 
why this happened. The study was done over an 18 
month period, yet the researchers spoke to one small 
group of students, who were in the process of gradu-
ating. And I don’t know what went on, but to me it al-
most comes to like we are writing draft three and all, 
and he said, Oh my gracious! We haven’t talked to 
any students! We have talked to everybody else, but 
no students! 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Terry E. Lister: And so we rush back and we 
find a bunch of students, throw them in a room and we 
talk to them.  

That’s how it came across. It may not be true, 
but it came across that way. I would have liked to 
have seen that they talked to far more students. And 
that they could really compare movement through 
time—not just with the statistics—but with live bodies 
who gave their experiences, just as the Honourable 
Member, Grant Gibbons, made reference to adult 
people who had helped and provided background to 
the Report, it would have been useful to have had 
young people telling their experiences saying, Well I 
graduated in 1995, I graduated in 2000, I graduated in 
2005, I graduated in 2008, here is what I have to say. 
. .  There is value to that.  

Now, my friend, the Honourable Member Cole 
Simons (to whom I just made the reference), also said 
“Yes, but what about the boys on the wall.” My gra-
cious! My gracious! My gracious! What about the boys 
on the wall? There isn’t one sentence in here that 
says anybody talked to them! And the whole study is 
about the boys on the wall!  Gee whiz! How can you 
do a study about the boys on the wall and not talk to 
the boys on the wall! What am I missing here Mr. 
Speaker?  
 
[Inaudible interjection] 

 
Hon. Terry E. Lister: I mean come on! What do they 
say? “Duh!”  
 
[Laughter] 
 
Hon. Terry E. Lister: Come on, come on, let’s get this 
right. So, you know, that little piece bothers me a bit. 
You know we could have talked to the boys on the 
wall and found out what they were thinking. I take the 
time down at White Hill to go and talk to the boys 
down there. And it is always interesting. They will say 
to me, “Well, Mr. Lister, I’m angry!”  

I say “Okay, you are angry. What are you an-
gry about?” I try to get them to talk me through it so I 
can understand it. If this is how they feel, why do they 
feel it? What’s going wrong? What is it you need? 
How can we sort this out?  

And so to have had researchers of the quality 
of Dr. Mincy and his team . . . I would have liked to 
have seen them do that piece. And there’s nothing to 
stop us from having them come back. I don’t think 
anybody of this House, having seen the quality of this 
Report will be upset to see them come back and actu-
ally talk to the boys who are falling between the 
cracks and trying to sort it out. 
 Mr. Speaker, as has been said already, the 
purpose of this Report has to be a better Bermuda. 
Can there be any other purpose? Not just a study and 
get some numbers and nice charts and have another 
report. No! It is a better Bermuda. And when we think 
about trying to get that better Bermuda one of the 
things that just jumps out at you . . . I heard today and 
yesterday a lot of positive reports about the Bermuda 
College graduation. Very positive.  

I have attended a few Bermuda College 
graduations over the years, and again, that account-
ing thing kicks in. I get the graduation list and I imme-
diately start counting. Sorry! I start counting! All of us 
accountants, you know, you give us a list we’ll add it 
up. That’s what we do. So I counted up and I see so 
few boys relative to girls.  

Now, I wasn’t there yesterday, those who 
were there can tell me, Look Terry, shocking! It was 
equal-equal or it was more boys. And I will say Halle-
lujah! I will say Hallelujah!  
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Terry E. Lister: So that wasn’t the case?  
 
Hon. K. H. Randolph Horton: You know it is not. 
 
Hon. Terry E. Lister: Okay, the Honourable Member 
Randy Horton is saying “Terry, stop, you know that’s 
not true.”  

Okay, well, [laughter] I am trying to get to the 
facts. But you know, too often, the result has been 
that the graduates of the Bermuda College are heavily 
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female. No knock on the girls; but we are just not get-
ting it done with the boys.  
 Rolling forward four, five, six years . . . and, 
again, there are just too few boys to take the white 
collar jobs available in the community. You need an 
education, you need a university degree; you need to 
have been there. And so, if our boys do not graduate 
from Bermuda College, then they are not going to be 
graduating from college abroad, are they? Except for 
those who bypass the college. So, just pretending for 
the moment that Bermuda College was the only way 
for the sake of argument. 

So, when we turn around and we look at a 
group of people who are 30-years old and we say, My 
gracious, look at the small number of Black males in 
this group of 30-year olds. This is where we trace it 
back to.  
 My good friend, the Honourable Member, Mrs. 
Pat Gordon-Pamplin, and I are accountants. She will 
say, as I will say, that when we were training it was a 
predominately male profession. When I graduated 
about 95 per cent of the accountants in Canada in the 
late 1970s were male. This year, in Bermuda, be-
tween the CA and the CPA, we managed to graduate 
20 students. That is fantastic! Isn’t that fantastic? Of 
course it is! And there was a boy—again, my son!  
 
[Laughter] 
 
Hon. Terry E. Lister: The only boy! Black, white, 
green, pick a colour. One boy in 20 graduates in a 
program that is male dominated.  

What does that say to you? Clearly we have a 
problem. Clearly we have a problem! We have to get 
in here now and start sorting this out.  
 Here’s one. If we do not fix it, who will our 
well-educated, well-placed young ladies marry if they 
want to marry well-educated well-placed young men? 
You see? It’s an issue. We can pretend and tip-toe 
around it and act like it is not there . . . but it is there! 
This has an impact on the whole family structure of 
Bermuda. And so it is an important thing. 
 
[inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Terry E. Lister: We talk about the lack of soft 
skills, poor work habits. That really is an issue Mr. 
Speaker. And to start to get around it we have to get 
our youngsters age 14 and 15 in summer jobs and 
having them make their time. Having them understand 
what responsibility is. We have to stop as adults this—  
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Terry E. Lister: [gesturing] in my pocket . . . “Oh 
here you are! Take this!”  

No, no, no, no, no. We are supposed to say, 
“What is it that you want? Okay, I’m okay with you 
having that. How are you going to earn it?” 

 
[laughter] 
 
Hon. Terry E. Lister: “I’m all for you having it! How 
are you going to earn it?”  

That’s right. Not just in my pocket.  
So, what if I have the $50 you need. How are 

YOU going to earn it? And it might be me giving you 
the $50 but you’ve earned that $50. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Terry E. Lister: Okay? Develop work habits 
amongst our young people. It has got to be done.  

Mr. Speaker, the high incarceration rates of 
Black males is a problem for the country, because, as 
you know, many jobs close down if someone has 
been to prison. This Report says one group of jobs 
pays well; another group of jobs does not pay as well. 
If you have been to prison, that group of jobs that 
pays well, by and large, are closed to you. And so, 
there is a reason again for trying to do our very best to 
ensure that we do not see this continuation of young 
men going to prison. 
 Mr. Speaker, sometimes we fall prey to saying 
that it is all about race. White people have all of these 
advantages and Black people do not have the advan-
tages and all of that. There’s an element to that, of 
course. We cannot dismiss that. But a lot of it is expo-
sure—being exposed to things going on. 
 I will tell you a story. When I was working in 
Canada there was a Black West Indian student, like 
me, who had actually trained in England and had 
come back over to Canada to complete his CA. He 
told me that when he was at London’s School of Eco-
nomics, one of the fine British business schools, he 
had a friend there who never studied. And they were 
taking a stock market course that had spot tests and 
he would get 100 per cent every time.  

He said, “What’s going on here? Listen part-
ner, I am studying hard and my grade is okay. You do 
no work [and he knew he did not do any work in this 
class]. Why is it you keep getting 100 per cent?”  

And the guy said, “Well, let me explain. When 
I was growing up, my dad was president of the Lon-
don Stock Exchange.”  

He had a conversation . . . how could he not 
get 100 per cent? That is what he heard at dinner. 
People came to his house at dinner and pitched their 
worries to his dad. And he had to sit through it. And 
while he did not like it a lot, he heard and went in. 
Okay? So that is exposure.  
 Now you might say, well that happened be-
cause he was a White fellow. Uh-uh. Let’s take that off 
the table. Let’s go right back to exposure. We have to 
expose ourselves and expose our children and when 
we make choices, you know, again, Mr. Speaker, you 
know I am a big fan of traveling! Oh yes, show me a 
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plane I did not like—there isn’t one. [laughter] There 
isn’t!  

But, I believe in cultural travel, historical 
travel. Let me learn something. Let me go with my 
eyes wide open, and my mouth open, dragging up, 
and “My gracious! Look at that!” As opposed to every 
one of my trips, I’m heading for the mall. You know 
what I mean? Or for the amusement park. Now, what 
am I gaining from that? It’s enjoyable, it’s enjoyable. 
But where is the personal growth, okay? There we go. 
Right back to exposure. So if our young men are go-
ing to succeed, exposure is a big part of it.  
 Now, Mr. Speaker. I want to throw out some 
things that I think might be part of the solution. I heard 
a lot about the problem, but we need solutions.  
 First thing, the Report lays a lot of the prob-
lems, if I can say that, at the feet of the counsellors. I 
do not want to just leave it there. We have to be real-
istic and recognise that a lot of our counsellors in the 
public schools spend a lot of their time dealing with 
emotional and family type issues. You know—crises—
as opposed to counselling Johnny about college. In-
stead, they are counselling Johnny about the thing 
that he did wrong or something like that. So we have 
to find the numbers, if it’s that, or the opportunity time-
wise to ensure that our counsellors really get time to 
counsel.  
 One of the other things that we need to do in 
the summers is to . . . as you know our many teachers 
will take additional courses in the summer, upgrade 
their skills. Maybe it is for hope of getting promoted 
later on, or maybe it is just to be more current.  We 
should also make a way for our counsellors to spend 
their summers, or parts thereof, employed in industry, 
moving from job to job each summer, if industry can 
slot them in, so that with their own eyes, they see 
what goes on in this industry. It is fine for IB (Interna-
tional Business) to say, “We are just not getting 
enough of these students and we talked to the coun-
sellors and they don’t seem to understand.”  
 Well, maybe they do, maybe they don’t. But 
they will understand a lot better if a counsellor spends 
a summer working for RenaissanceRe. That counsel-
lor will have a much better eye there of what Renais-
sanceRe is all about. And if another counsellor works 
at the Butterfield Bank, they would have a much better 
idea of what Butterfield Bank is about. They could 
even move them through the management training 
program, only at a faster pace, rather than eighteen 
months they can do it over eight weeks. Just keep 
moving them around and letting them see what differ-
ent areas do.  Great value to that. 
 Mr. Speaker, we have heard a lot about trade 
programs in the senior schools. That is one of those 
things that really gets me going. Let me say some-
thing that I think is a fact. If someone knows it not to 
be a fact, correct me. I believe that the technical facili-
ties and programs that exist at CedarBridge and at 
Berkeley are far superior to anything that Bermuda 

Technical Institute ever had. Far superior. I do not 
think anyone can debate that. So when we say, Oh 
we got to get back to . . . we have it. Now what we 
need is the commitment on part of student, the parent 
and teacher to use those facilities to develop young 
men—and young women who choose to—who are 
technical trade experts. The facilities are there. 
 People my age and older who went to Tech, 
sneered at us who went to Berkeley and laughed at us 
in a funny way. Here is the laugh that comes forward. 
Some of us Berkeley-ites in this room will identify with 
it. They say “When you were 12, 13 or 14, and you 
were going to Berkeley and I was going to Tech, you 
thought you were so smart, blah, blah, blah, blah.”  

“But guess what, all my mates from Tech 
came out and we worked for somebody for five years 
and then we started our own businesses. And now 
that we are running successful businesses, who is 
running our office? You! You work for me. The Berke-
ley boy works for me! And I own the business.”  

We were trained in a business way at the 
Berkeley, and then off to college to be good solid em-
ployees in a lot of cases, you know. Whereas, the 
guys at Tech who had the skills, both technically and 
management-wise, learned to be entrepreneurs.  
 I say that to say how is your child disadvan-
taged by being in the trade program? The penalty for 
being in the trade program is that you might end up 
owning your own successful business. Boy what a 
penalty! That’s the penalty! He might own his own 
successful business!  
 
[Inaudible interjections and laughter] 
 
Hon. Terry E. Lister: Okay!  

So let’s stop the argument about my son’s 
better off if he’s in an academic program. My son is 
better off in the program that he wants to be in! That is 
what it should be.  
 
An Hon. Member: Thank you! 
 
Hon. Terry E. Lister: Whatever he or—or my daugh-
ter!  Whatever they want to be! I’ll say “daughter,” be-
cause, if you live in the West End, you don’t want a lot 
of top carpenters, when she feels like it to Bessie Hor-
ton—when she feels like it. Right?  

So, you don’t have to be male to do trades, 
but at the same time you don’t have to look at it and 
say your son goes in the trades because he cannot to 
anything else.  
 
An Hon. Member: Now that’s old. 
 
Hon. Terry E. Lister: You know? It’s not old. That’s 
the problem. It’s not old. The thinking is still there. It is 
current. And we have to get rid of it, we have to dis-
miss it and have people accept that these are career 
options.  
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 Now, Mr. Speaker, along with that we have 
played for probably 30 years with work release pro-
grams. And I am sure in those 30 years sometimes 
they actually were successful. But the bulk of the time, 
work release programs failed. We have to make a 
mark. We have to be able to have our young people 
who are going to school who maybe are turned off, 
the ones that would really enjoy it, to be able to have 
them go out on a work release program one day a 
week and get real excited. And if their day is Thurs-
day, they cannot wait for Thursday each week. They 
just cannot wait for it to come, because that is the day 
they enjoy. Let’s put our hearts into that. Let us put 
our hearts into work release programs that can be 
successful. 
 Mr. Speaker, again, you have heard me say it 
before—and I will say it forever—we can change the 
curriculum, we can change the buildings, we can 
change the class size, we can do all of that. But until 
we say number one on the list is empathy, we are go-
ing to struggle. With what our young people are living 
through at home in many cases (not in all, but in many 
cases) . . . when those children get to class in the 
morning some empathy from the teacher can turn 
them on or turn them off.  

Again, I do not want to place all this burdens 
on the teachers like I’m dumping on them . . . I do not 
want any teachers who are listening to think they are 
hearing me dump on them. I’m not doing that. But 
what I am saying is that a child who crosses their 
threshold in the morning many times needs to be dealt 
with on an individual basis. They are not all the same. 
They are all very different. They may have similar is-
sues, but they need the empathy. So I want us to work 
at that. 
 Mr. Speaker, you have heard talk about sin-
gle-parent homes versus two-parent homes. I really 
do not see the issue, you know. Great successes of-
ten come out of single-parent homes. So I am not 
prepared to entertain that debate at all. However, fam-
ily life is very important. Too often in Bermuda, and we 
have said this for years, we are raising momma’s 
boys. Yeah? Momma’s boys. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Terry E. Lister:  Driving here this morning, I am 
trying to get to town, and I see a lady by the roadside, 
a good friend of my mom’s. We’re real tight, and they 
often go to court together. I jam over, pick her up and 
we drive in together. And she starts telling me about 
some of the cases in court in the last little while. She 
told about three cases. And in all three cases she’s 
annoyed at “mommas’ boys.”  

A young man gets fined $2,000, and the 
Judge says to him, “Now how are you going to pay 
this?”  

And he looks over his shoulder, and there’s a 
woman with her finger in the air, and the Judge says 
“Yes ma’am?” 

“I‘m his Momma. I’ll pay it.” 
 
[Laughter] 
 
Hon. Terry E. Lister:  What crime did Momma do? 
She is not in front of the Judge. She doesn’t even 
have to go to court, but she’s going to pay it. Okay? 
 Next case, here comes this young boy. He 
has been given time to pay. His time is running out 
and he is in there saying “Well, your Honour, I haven’t 
been able to get a job, and therefore I cannot pay. 
Can I get more time?”  

And the Judge says “Well, wait a minute. You 
cannot pay? How is this going to work? Who is going 
to help you?”  

Over his shoulder—there she is, hand up in 
the air, finger up—Momma. “Your Honour, I can 
help…” Big case. 
 Now, my friend leaves the court and later on 
she is going to the bus stop to catch the bus home. 
When she gets to the bus stop [there is] that same 
young man over at the bus stop with four or five other 
young men being a complete nuisance.  

Yeah! That is why he cannot find a job. He 
doesn’t need a job. What is going to go to work for? If 
he gets in front of the court there is a lady saying, “I’ll 
pay, I’ll do this.”  We have to make our young men 
responsible for their own activities and their own bad 
behaviour. 
 Mr. Speaker, one of the things that we also 
need to look at is programmes, tighter restrictions on 
people on probation. Why not? Why not say that if you 
are on probation one of the conditions is that you ac-
tually have to work if you are not a student any more. 
If you are beyond student time, then you really have to 
work, or you have your probation revoked. Or you 
have your parole revoked. Is that asking too much? 
Because now you actually have control over him. You 
have authority over him.  

And you could actually say— 
 
An. Hon. Member: A Point of Order Mr. Speaker  
 This is a point of order for my colleague.  
 Now colleague, you were okay as long as you 
said probation. But as a condition of parole, one can-
not obtain parole without first having a job. So, please, 
you added “parolee” and I heard you. Don’t do that. 
 
Hon. Terry E. Lister: Okay. 
 
The Speaker: Carry on Mr. Lister. 
 
Hon. Terry E. Lister: Thank you for that correction. I 
obviously had forgotten that, I should have known that 
from before. That was a good condition, and so we 
should keep to that requirement for work. 
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[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Terry E. Lister: Sorry? 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Terry E. Lister: Right. So we want to stick to 
that aspect of it. 
 Mr. Speaker, we have as a community moved 
a long way away, for whatever reasons, from the in-
fluence of the church. Big influence yesterday; less 
influence today. Again, in turning it all around the 
church influence must be brought back in.  

And, as you have given me the signal that my 
time has gone, I want to end where I started. Where I 
started was . . . oh wait, I need to say something else 
too.  

Where I started was saying that we take the 
barber shop talk away. The CURE results are known 
to us—10 years—we need to focus in on those a little 
bit more to ensure that the application of those results 
will help young men who have the ability to move up 
and not get discouraged. Because sometimes some 
of the people who are not doing well and who are 
problematic in the community . . . when you actually 
sit down and talk to them you find out that they really 
do have skills, they really do have qualifications, they 
really have been to college and they are not being 
rewarded for their performance. I do not mean given 
something, but I mean in the job, they are not moving 
up and it is not working the way it should.  
 So Mr. Speaker, I thank the Premier for hav-
ing brought this Report in today, and I pray that the 
result would be a better Bermuda. Because that is 
what we are all striving for especially in this very diffi-
cult time.  
 Thank you Mr. Speaker.  
 
The Speaker: Thank you Mr. T. Lister from Sandys 
South.  

I now recognise the Honourable Member, 
Mrs. Jackson. 

The Honourable Member, Mrs. Jackson, from 
Pembroke South West has the floor.  
 
Mrs. Louise A. Jackson: Thank you Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I am standing here this after-
noon as a Black mother, grandmother, and a teacher 
of over 50 years, and I would say about 15 of those 
years were spent teaching Black children, boys and 
girls. So what I am about to say to you, Mr. Speaker, 
is that we really must move forward with all haste to 
implement any initiatives that can correct this gap be-
tween Black males and their same-age peers.  
 I got very depressed reading statistics and 
some of the things in Professor Mincy’s Report. And I 
got to a section about working boys only wanting to 
work with their hands and the comment being made, 

“Oh well, surgeons work with their hands.” Suddenly, 
a bright light went on and I thought, Well there is 
something very positive that I can say here about this. 
And that is a very, very good story about a man 
whose name—and a lot of you know this man, know 
of him—and that is Benjamin Carson.  
 
An Hon. Member: Dr. Benjamin Carson 
 
Mrs. Louise A. Jackson: Now, this is a man—well I 
didn’t want to give that away for people who don’t 
know. Don’t’ mess up my story, all right?  
 
[Inaudible interjections and laughter] 
 
Mrs. Louise A. Jackson: Thank you! Thank you.  

For those who don’t know, this is a man that 
was born in Detroit, Michigan. His mother, Sonya, 
dropped out of school in the third grade. She was 
married at the age of 13—one-three, 13-years old.  

Now, when Ben was eight years old his par-
ents divorced. And his mother was left to raise two 
boys on her own. Now we are talking about a single 
mother—and there has been a lot said here about 
single mothers today. A lot has been said also about 
the conditions that many of our Black males live in, 
and I want to tell you that Detroit, Michigan, in its ghet-
toes, it is not a pretty sight.  

Now, what happened to Ben and his brother? 
They fell behind in school. In fact, he was called a 
dummy, and he was at the bottom of the class. One 
day his mother came home and she saw these two 
boys sitting in front of the television set—which is 
what they did, by the way, after school every day—
and she said, “Now that’s it. I’m not going to have this 
any more; I’m limiting your television. You have to fin-
ish your homework.” But this is the most important 
thing, and this has been hit on, I think by the Honour-
able Member Shawn Crockwell and a few others, 
about the power of reading. She told them, “Both of 
you have to read two books a week and you have to 
give me a written report on those two books.”  
 Now, she could barely read the written reports 
herself. But she demanded this. Within a few weeks 
Ben astonished his fifth grade class by being able to 
identify some rocks that the teacher was trying to 
teach them about (the difference between granite and 
the rest of it) because he had read it in one of his 
books! And his classmates and his teacher were ab-
solutely stunned.  
 Do you know that that boy at that time said, 
and this is a quote “That’s when I realized I wasn’t 
stupid.” Within a year, Ben Carson was at the top of 
his fifth grade class, from being at the bottom.  

He also had a very violent temper. And we 
know that that’s occurring here in Bermuda with all of 
the shootings and stabbings and fights. In fact, he was 
actually about to knife one of his contemporaries 
when he was stopped and held back by his friends. 
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So he almost committed a stabbing. But he learned 
how to control that violent temper.  

He graduated with honours from his high 
school. He went from there to Yale University, and 
from there to medical school at the University of 
Michigan and became a neurosurgeon resident at 
Johns Hopkins, which is where he is today. And at the 
age of 32 he became the Director of Pediatric Neuro-
surgery. But it does not end there for this boy who 
came out of such appalling circumstances. 

In 1987 he made medical history with an op-
eration to separate Siamese twins. Perhaps some of 
you remember that. He had a surgical team of 70 doc-
tors—seven-zero, 70 doctors—and he worked for 22 
hours. Those twins are still alive.  

And this is end, I guess, of what I have to say. 
This renowned doctor received the Presidential Medal 
of Freedom, which is the highest civilian honour given 
by the United States of America in 2008. That’s what 
came out of a little boy with a single mother with a 
third grade education. 

I am saying all of this to say that surely we 
can do something with our children. I am going to 
concentrate on counselling and what Professor Mincy 
had to say about counselling. He obviously made the 
point that guidance is actually offered too late and it is 
oft times in the final year of high school. Those of you 
who read what the young people had to say certainly, 
I’m sure, were appalled. I was appalled, as a former 
teacher, by the fact that many of these students had 
not seen a guidance counsellor until their last year. I 
know now that there are (and I think our Hon. Member 
Dr. Gibbons has already mentioned this) 1 in 35 guid-
ance counsellors in the private schools, but 100 to 
200 students in our public schools. 
 First of all, that tells you that there is no way in 
the world that a counsellor who has 200—and these 
are changing every year—to even really remember 
their names, much less what their problems are. If you 
take the 15 per cent of students who have deep prob-
lems you have a counsellor that is really, really over-
worked.  
 Now some of you might say, Well, in the 
United States some counsellors are 1 to 600 students. 
But here in Bermuda, with the, I hope, high quality of 
education we are hoping to give, we should be able to 
get our students into a counsellor’s office far more 
often than they are . . . but particularly hearing that 
they are not getting there until the last year.  
 I am going to certainly push for counsellors 
actually being in the middle schools, starting from mid-
dle school. This is where the problems start to arise.  

Are they there?  
They are there? 

 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Mrs. Louise A. Jackson: Oh they are?  

Thank you. Thank you.  

 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Mrs. Louise A. Jackson: And primary school. Good. 
I am very happy to hear that. And if that is one of the 1 
to 35, then that does help to make a big, big differ-
ence.  
 Going on, obviously it is too late by the time 
they get to their last year in high school. And reading 
what some of these students had to say, again, was 
very, very distressing to me and I am sure to all the 
rest of you who read what they had to say. Again, with 
grammar that was, I should say, not very good. And 
speech patterns, of course, are so important if you 
really want to get into the working world to make the 
kind of income that is necessary today. You certainly 
have to be able to speak properly. And that is some-
thing that I think we should push in the schools. In 
fact, when I was in school you were not allowed to 
speak the way some children are allowed to speak, 
they way they are reported in this Report. Their 
grammar was corrected. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Mrs. Louise A. Jackson: You certainly could not con-
tinuously make grammatical errors until you reached 
the last year in high school and you were still speak-
ing so poorly.  
 Now what we need to do here is to see if we 
can fill in this gap, and that is the important thing. A lot 
of research has been done to show that children who 
are in very disadvantaged circumstances, like Dr. Ben 
Carson, do not get to the starting line equally. Many of 
them are handicapped by poor health; a lot of children 
are just downright hungry. And that is happening as 
you well know right here in this country. You cannot 
learn if you are hungry.  

How many children do we have that are living 
in cars or in other circumstances outside of a home? 
They are out there. There are children who are not 
able to bathe regularly because they are not in a 
home with running water. You have children living in 
unsafe neighborhoods and, of course, these are the 
neighborhoods where we have the problems. Social 
workers, I suppose, and I stand to be corrected I 
hope, are visiting and trying to get that gap closed 
with a lot of the children who live in these unsafe 
neighborhoods; unstable housing, broken families, 
language deficits—we have talked about that before—
and we have schools, unfortunately, that are offering 
less than challenging curriculum. That is being cor-
rected. So, certainly, I hope that with the introduction 
of the new curriculum we will see a vast, a vast im-
provement in what is going on. 
 You know, I came across a statistic that was 
very, very interesting to me and made me wonder. 
This is a fairly wealthy country, I guess, and that’s 
Costa Rica as far as South American countries go. 
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This is a country that has a neighbor, an economic 
competitor, as far as tourism and those things are 
concerned, and that is Panama. They have roughly 
the same GDP per capita but less is spent on educa-
tion in Costa Rica and the results are better. Now how 
do they get that? How do they achieve that?  
 Looking into it, I can tell you how they achieve 
it. Counselling. Good, solid counselling, which is so 
important. You have to understand that a school 
counsellor is an advocate for all students. This is a 
person that has to be available; they have to really 
deliver something for children. This might be the only 
person who is able to tell them, you know, how to 
stand in a line, how to let the girls go first, how to say 
please and thank you. This is the person students 
who have all kinds of big problems come to: they are 
too fat, or they are too skinny, or their best friend 
doesn’t like them any more, or they are being bullied. 
These are all personal things that are so important.  

And we heard from my honourable colleague, 
Dr. Gibbons, that at budget time, actually, school 
counselling was cut. And I want to plead now with 
Government, let us not cut back on what is known as 
the nerve of supporting teachers. In other words, this 
is the nervous system for teachers. And I am happy to 
hear (I did not know) that school counselling begins in 
primary school, those social skills are so important in 
the beginning. 

Now, getting down to specific things, as far as 
Black males are concerned and the skills that they 
need. The message is very clear—the gap is wide. 
Getting wider. And I happened to see, again, some 
statistics that are very, very frightening. These are 
statistics out of the United States, some of these sta-
tistics are out of Dr. Mincy’s Report, that 50 per cent 
of all our Black males are dropping out of school, are 
not graduating. I think that is very, very frightening. 
How many are not graduating?  

Now in the United States you have only 41 
per cent of Black men graduating from high school. 
And again, this is the United States, just 22 per cent of 
Black males who began with the four-year college 
level graduated within six years, just 22 per cent.  

I will tell you another statistic, and now a lot of 
this is mirrored here in Bermuda, unfortunately. I do 
not know what the statistics are, and I will ask the 
question, How many of our Black men graduate from 
a four-year college within the six years? 

Another statistic, in Chicago, only 30 per cent 
of Black males graduate from high school and only 3 
per cent of these attain a Bachelor’s degree by the 
time they are 25-years old. That’s a pretty bad statis-
tic.  

Now what they have done in the United States 
(well this particular state). . . Back in the year 2000 
they did a study of the university system of Georgia’s 
African-American Male Initiative, which is something 
that I’m hoping we are going to do coming out of this 
Report. 

Now what is it that they have done? What can 
we do? A task force has already been mooted, which 
is fine. We have had our Premier discuss a national 
service, which is also a very good idea, the Teach 
First Trends and Information. But I would hope that we 
would go further, I am hoping that perhaps we could 
have a look at some of the initiatives that have been 
done. And the state of Georgia is one of them. What 
they did, and they started this in the year 2000, this is 
the report that came out in 2003. So they’re way 
ahead of us, but I think we can certainly catch up. 
They also formed a task force. But what they did was 
to get teams together to identify barriers to participa-
tion in all of the extensive state-wide projects that they 
had, including going to university. In other words, what 
are the barriers that are keeping our children from go-
ing to university? 
 The first thing we see from Mincy is that most 
of them did not understand how to apply to a univer-
sity, according to the 18 children who were inter-
viewed and the ones who replied. They did not know 
how to get scholarships; they did not know how to get 
into college. So, the thing was there were only two, 
but it seems to me that if they had been counseled, 
you are telling me from primary school, then certainly 
something should have kicked in to allow them to un-
derstand how to apply to university. And that is not a 
very easy thing to do, having gone through it myself 
and gone through it with my children and grandchild, it 
is not an easy thing to do. And if you are from a family 
who has never been to university, never been to col-
lege, does not know how to do this, much less how to 
get a scholarship to do it, it is very truly impossible. 
 All right, going on with what they did. They 
developed a marketing plan. This was to raise college 
aspirations and expand enrollment of African Ameri-
can males in the state of Georgia. I understand from 
our Minister of Education that there are many scholar-
ships here in Bermuda that are never used. And I see 
the Deputy Speaker, who is nodding his head, I’m 
sorry not Deputy Speaker, Acting Speaker. 
 
The Acting Speaker: Acting Speaker, yes.  
 
Mrs. Louise A. Jackson: Sorry 
 
The Acting Speaker: Yes, yes, I’m nodding my head 
in agreement, that is correct. 
 
Mrs. Louise A. Jackson: Yes, yes, he is nodding his 
head in agreement. How can we possibly have schol-
arships that go wanting in this country? And the Ber-
muda scholarship is second to none. This is a schol-
arship that you can get which will not only pay your 
tuition but your room, your board, and, for goodness 
sake, your spending money and your airfare. What 
else do you need? It is perhaps the most all-inclusive 
scholarship that we have.  
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As a former Chairman of the Scholarship 
Committee for the former Bank of Bermuda, I know 
that our scholarship back in those days would not 
have covered all of that. So we have top class schol-
arships. I am not saying that particular scholarship is 
not used, I know that it is. But there are other scholar-
ships that are not. 

Dr. Mincy had a lot to say that I found very, 
very interesting, particularly having to do with the lack 
of clarity. He says here, “general lack of clarity regard-
ing the process of applying to and choosing a col-
lege.” The answer that he got when he asked a young 
man who is 17-years old (which demonstrates this 
lack of clarity), he said, “So, do you feel that you took 
the classes necessary to be able to go into marine 
biology at Bermuda College?”  

Now this is this boy, 17 years old at Bermuda 
College. This is his answer: “I’m not sure what the 
requirements for that college is [sic].” Seventeen—
again, grammar, pretty poor; but he just does not un-
derstand. He just does not get it, which is, again, very 
sad. All right? 

I heard a comment from someone saying, 
Only five students out of these 18 actually showed up 
to be guided. But again, it gets back to family; it gets 
back to where that guidance counsellor was telling 
them for years leading up. It seems to me that you 
would know. You have to be there to listen to how you 
get a scholarship if you are really interested in this. 
And the interest is, I repeat, at home—Mom, Dad, 
teachers, school counsellors. College is the answer. It 
is the big thing. It is the thing that you have to do. 

The first recommendation that Professor 
Mincy has here (and this is on page 191) is that “the 
career and college guidance departments in the Ber-
muda Public Secondary School devote many more 
resources for Black males through ongoing and con-
sistent relationships,” that “guidance counsellors 
should work with students to identify students’ inter-
ests and allow students [and this is the most important 
part] to begin to articulate educational and profes-
sional goals right at the start of high school.” 

They have to understand what the require-
ments are. They certainly have to know what the col-
lege application process is. They need to understand 
what internships are, the whole thing. He goes on to 
say that “few successful programs have been identi-
fied for young males, especially Black males, in part 
because the attention given to this population has 
been sporadic.” 

And that is the truth. I mean, we do have a 
Careers Day. You have, I would say, more than one. 
Beyond that, there is precious little. And, by the way, I 
want to say here that I have a lot of respect for the 
guidance counsellors here in Bermuda. They do a 
wonderful job. And if you are talking about somebody 
who has 200 students to be counsellor to, you are 
working flat-out. And I know some of them. They are 
working very, very hard. 

I want to say, too, as I heard the Premier say 
something about the salary of counsellors and the fact 
that listening to them, perhaps, might be a bit of a 
chore for some of them because their salaries are so 
low. I think we need to really reconsider—having 
stripped the budget, cut it down—we really need to 
increase the number of school counsellors. And by the 
way, they prefer now to be called professional school 
counsellors, which I think is also a very important dis-
tinction to make. This is a profession. These people 
are sometimes mom, dad and everything else. 

When I think about what guidance was many 
years ago—and I do not want to go back in time too 
much. This perhaps is the only time that I have during 
my allotted time. But there were only two guidance 
counsellors when counselling first started, just two of 
them for the population here. Now, mind you, it was 
not what it is now. But there were only two, and I know 
this very well because my husband was the first one. 
And then, because the load was too heavy, there was 
another person who came in to assist him. And many 
people, perhaps some of you sitting here in the House 
today, were guided by those guidance counsellors.  

Everybody seemed to know how to get to col-
lege and how to get a scholarship in those days. And 
there were only two of them, for years and years and 
years. Again—and I am not putting anybody down. I 
am trying to raise everybody up at this point. I just 
want to say, let us really think about the guidance 
counselling today. And just . . . I do not know how 
much time I have. 
 
The Acting Speaker: You have another two minutes, 
actually. You started at 4:37, and you have another 
two minutes. 
 
Mrs. Louise A. Jackson: I will end, Mr. Acting 
Speaker, by saying that this Report, as I said—it was 
lying around. It has been lying down now for what, six 
months? We have another report, the Wright Report, 
which was never, obviously, taken up. And we have 
wasted time here. And I want to urge Government to 
really get ahead now. Just step on it. Let’s get these 
initiatives done. I am very pleased that this Report 
was done, and very pleased that we are able to have 
a motion and speak on it. 

I started off by saying that as a Black mother, 
grandmother and teacher for many, many years—of 
just Black children for about 15 years—I know the ur-
gency of getting that gap closed. And the answer to it, 
again, is what my colleague, the Honourable Member 
Dr. Gibbons said. The answer to closing that gap is 
education, education, education.  

Thank you.  
And on that note, I am glad that you said this. 

One of my former students, Honourable Member and 
fellow teacher—we taught together at the Berkeley 
Institute. 
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[Inaudible interjection and laughter] 
 
Mrs. Louise A. Jackson: I am so glad that he said 
that because when I said to my colleagues that I 
would be talking about Dr. Ben Carson, they said, Oh, 
well, we have Dr. Marvin Brock. And then someone 
piped up and said, And don’t forget President Barack 
Obama! And let’s remember, this is a man from a sin-
gle-parent, and the things that he went through, and 
look what he achieved.  

Thank you very much, Mr. Acting Speaker. 
 
The Acting Speaker: Thank you very much, Honour-
able Ms. Jackson.  

I now recognise the Honourable Paula A. Cox, 
Deputy Premier.  
 
Hon. Paula A. Cox: Thank you, Mr. Acting Speaker.  

I think that we have a 200-plus page report. 
But I think that we must not be daunted by it, because 
really you should look at it and read it as if it is a story. 
And it is a story of Bermuda, where we are. And also, 
for those who are discerning it can be a story of where 
we want to be. 

Mr. Acting Speaker, I remember many years 
ago when my father told me why he got into politics. 
And he said the reason he got into politics was be-
cause he wanted to make Bermuda a better place for 
little Black children so that what he found and what he 
faced in a very different era was going to be much 
more positive than what he found. And yet, Mr. Acting 
Speaker, the work continues.  

The work continues because we are still not 
where we wish to be. And I think it is important to note 
. . . Even if you do not want to get bogged down on all 
the statistics, it is clear when you read this 200-plus 
page report, when you look at the charts and read the 
figures, that there clearly is not a level playing field. 
And I think it is not enough just to say that it is not a 
level playing field. We have to look at all the actors on 
the playing field and accept that we have some indi-
vidual responsibilities are accountabilities in terms of 
helping to move and push and advance the needle 
forward and to move Bermuda forward. 
 I am going to speak and draw an analogy in 
my comments with something that I read about an 
American scenario. It was by what somebody would 
consider a Black educator who cares, an American 
Black educator who cares about his community. And 
he noted that he saw two issues, and he only realised 
what it meant to him as an adult. His mother was 
struggling, and she would buy him the little (I guess 
maybe at that time when it was bought for him) $5 
plane. He got it, I guess, at a little discount store. And 
that plane was dear to him.  

He flew it or played with it and enjoyed it. He 
noted when he went . . . because his mother cleaned 
houses. When he went to a different part of town, 
where there were people who were more well-heeled 

and who could afford some of the finer things of life, 
he saw that the little children there were not bought a 
plane like he had. What they were bought was a box 
that had the accoutrements, the equipment in order to 
build a plane. 

And he said that it came to him in later life that 
what seemed to be happening in the Black community 
was that people were thinking (it is an interesting anal-
ogy) of the part of the body that was below the head. 
And those who were from a different community, a 
White community, were thinking above the head. And 
he used that to show the difference between being an 
owner and a consumer. He used it to show that those 
who were able to have the box and build the plane 
were ones who saw the importance of construction 
and also building as opposed to just consuming and 
buying a plane. These were the ones who went and 
became the businessmen. 

As we have heard, even from some of the 
comments already made, it is not good enough to 
think that we should just be the perpetual, rampant 
consumers. And it means, therefore, Mr. Acting 
Speaker, that in our practices and policies we have to 
take positions that are going to help to push the nee-
dle forward. 

I had a young man who wrote me. And you 
could feel his pain. You could feel it. It was a real 
thing, even though it was coming in over the Black-
berry through the system. And he said, How can I feel 
that I can be part of economic empowerment when I 
don’t have the collateral? Not even . . . no bank will 
even give me $70,000 as collateral to be able to in-
vest in something, his own small business. 

And I think, Mr. Speaker, we in the Bermuda 
Small Business Development Corporation, which is 
going to become the Bermuda Economic Develop-
ment Agency, are going to do even more than we 
have done. But, at the same time, we have to realise 
that those who are the actors in this community and 
those who have a stake in seeing that this community 
is sustainable and safe and progressive have a re-
sponsibility to come to the wicket too. They have a 
responsibility to come to the wicket, too. They cannot 
sit on the sidelines and say, Oh, if only, or, What 
about the good old days? Because let’s get real now! 
The good old days were not that good for many of us. 
And we are still in the process of change and trans-
formation in this community. And we cannot do it 
alone. The teachers cannot do it alone. The counsel-
lors cannot do it alone. 

So, what are our options? If you look at the 
Mincy Report they will tell you that if the crime, vio-
lence, and the growing concentration of Black Ber-
mudian males in prison has an economic basis, it 
must be the difficulty of finding a job, not how little 
they earn when they work. Young White Bermudians 
also have low earnings. But many are forgoing higher 
earnings so that they can continue schooling. And 
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those who are not enrolled are much less involved in 
criminal behaviour. 

This means that the earnings of White Ber-
mudian males and Black Bermudian males will con-
tinue to diverge as they grow older. White Bermudian 
males will recoup the investments they have made in 
education, and Black Bermudian males will experi-
ence reductions in earnings associated with the labour 
market experiences they lost while they were unem-
ployed and the scarring effects of criminal involvement 
on their future earnings. 

You know, Mr. Acting Speaker, when I said 
that all the actors have to play their role, government, 
education, industry, in terms of business . . . But do 
you know what is probably one of the most critical 
elements in terms of giving a sense of self, a sense of 
hope, and also helping to build a platform for success 
for our young Black Bermudian males? It is the sup-
port, the positive reinforcement, the encouragement 
they get from within the family unit. 

The family has to also look, not just at the 
short-term gains, but they have to be prepared to look 
a little further down the road. When you read the Re-
port you see some issues, because it is not angels 
and devils and so clear. It is easy to talk Black/White. 
But, there are a million shades of grey also in be-
tween. And I think no matter how well intentioned, no 
matter how loving mothers and fathers are—and you 
see some of the focus on mothers in the Report—
mothers have to recognise that they have to look at 
the child, their Black son, the Black male, not just as a 
revenue-generating unit for today; but they have to 
look at what happens down the road. Do not be so 
quick to say that he must go into this area, which to-
day will yield some quick wins in terms of economic 
potential. But do not steer him in one area. 

And you will see some of the references are 
to construction and technical. And this is not to deni-
grate or diminish that. But as you look at Bermuda 
and what Bermuda represents as an international fi-
nancial centre of note, you do not have to be Ray 
Charles to recognise that the potential and the big 
possibilities in terms of salaries or being an owner-
proprietor to be consistent, are going to be in those 
incendiary industries which support some of our key 
revenue-generating sectors—international business, 
insurance, financial areas. So do not be so quick to 
deter our young men from looking at those sectors. 
And those actors in those sectors also have a correla-
tive responsibility to make it a much more welcoming 
and inviting place. 

You will read the Mincy Report. It will tell you 
Black Bermudian females tend to be more acceptable 
and more welcomed into those environments. Young 
men and young Black men . . . I don’t even know if it 
makes a difference whether you are Black or White, 
but males are different from females. They are social-
ised differently. Little girls, you tell them to sit down 
and obey; they will sit down and obey. But that is not 

necessarily how a young boy who . . . That is why we 
even in our education system we have to have differ-
entiated learning.  

There are differentiated learning styles. A little 
boy is not going to learn like a little girl. And it does 
not mean that he is any less able or any less compe-
tent. And we, as we pride ourselves on being sophisti-
cated, enlightened, even well-heeled generally, have 
to show that we have the temperament and the sensi-
tivity to be able to meld and recognise the different 
talents and gifts and to try to find a productive vehicle 
so that they can be pushed up. 

That is what we are in the business of, lifting 
up. And what are we doing? Well, the counselling 
area is seen as an area which requires some more 
volume. You want to turn up the volume in that area. 
So it means that cross-ministry you will see the Health 
Minister, you will see the Education Minister, you will 
see the Honourable Minister for Culture and Social 
Rehabilitation have a much more focused and di-
rected approach to channelling resources where they 
are required, because if you have identified that there 
is a gap, then there has to be a necessary corrective 
action. 

Similarly, in terms of education and what we 
can do to make it a better model . . . Well, if you have 
heard nothing else, or have heard little else, you have 
certainly heard about the consistent and constant for-
ays by the Honourable Minister of Education to go to 
where the people are and to talk about the reform pro-
ject. And, Mr. Acting Speaker, education and the ac-
celeration and accommodation that leads to greater 
achievement of our Bermudian students, and our 
Black male students in particular, does not reside 
purely in the Ministry of Education. I am sure, Mr. Act-
ing Speaker, you recall the comments made by the 
Honourable Minister who speaks for Works and Engi-
neering, because he says you have to get the people 
where they are. So he forged a strategic partnership 
with an educator on a system par excellence so that 
he could find a way so that those who are working 
with skills could have a mechanism for upgrading their 
skills and getting their GED. 

It is recognising where we are and taking ac-
tion so that we get where we want to be. And no one, 
Mr. Acting Speaker, believes that there is any flick the 
switch, click your heels, or magic bullet—no one. No 
one credible, that is. So, Mr. Acting Speaker, as we 
look with regard to what we are doing, let us talk 
about the EEZ. Let us talk about the Bermuda Small 
Business Development Corporation. Let us talk about 
what our commitment is, to helping those who are 
screened out to become screened in. That is what we 
are talking about—transformation of a community, 
giving people a sense of hope, and recognising that 
the other actors in this community need to sit at the 
table and decide and determine that they are going to 
do something besides mourning, complaining, and 
then that’s it. I’ve done my thing. That is not enough—
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not enough. And it is not good enough any more—not 
good enough any more. 

So, Mr. Acting Speaker, they say what? Wil-
liam Lynch said, “Distrust is stronger than trust, and 
envy is stronger than respect or admiration.” They say 
give a man a fish, and he will eat for a day; teach a 
man to fish, and he will eat forever. He might even 
start up a company, Mr. Acting Speaker. He might 
even start to realise that he can train some other peo-
ple, too. But you find when you read those little anec-
dotes, those vignettes of those young men . . .  

And just for the record and for clarification and 
explanation, I understand that Dr. Mincy and Dr. 
Monique are in the process of including and doing 
more interviews with those who were on the wall. And 
they are also putting that information together be-
cause, as they said at Berkeley, they were going to 
come back and provide more information so that they 
had . . . Because the question was asked as to how 
we can get a more rounded-out position. And they 
made the point very clearly: You do not wait until you 
have all the information before you act. But you cer-
tainly have enough signposts to know what action can 
be taken, and more action will result as a result of the 
more focused direction. 

So, Mr. Acting Speaker, I think that today we 
are having just one more crucial conversation. This is 
not the be-all, and this is not the end-all. But it is a 
continuing crucial conversation. And I think that any-
body who takes even a sliver of and digests this 200-
plus-page report will see that there is more than 
enough work to go around amongst various ministries, 
amongst various actors in this community. 

But I think, again, the message should be 
clear that as parents in the family, we have to be very, 
very careful about the messages we communicate, 
because a young . . . They say a mind is a terrible 
thing to waste. And it is very much a tragedy when 
we, by our inadvertent careless comments, which of-
ten are based on misinformation or lack of informa-
tion, help to influence a choice of career in a young 
man, young woman, a Black male, Black female be-
cause we have not bothered to inform ourselves about 
the nature of our society and where the revenue-
generating potential is. 

We are a critically important part of the whole-
world international financial system. Those effects of it 
have been only too real and sobering over the last 
several months and past year and a half or so. So, for 
goodness’ sake, as you look at what the potential is, 
don’t, don’t, don’t, don’t deter your sons, your broth-
ers, your uncles from looking at where opportunities 
are. And don’t let it be said or written in the Report 
that because we do not dip our toes in that water is 
why we are not there. Not good enough—take that 
excuse and pretext away from some of the other 
commercial actors in this community.  

There are opportunities here in Bermuda. But 
still, the needle of awareness has to be pushed for-

ward. And I think we have to also recognise that there 
are still sensitivities, the racial stereotyping, and the 
bias is still ever present. And we have to be part of the 
change we say we want.  

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Acting Speaker: Thank you very much, Deputy 
Premier, Honourable Paula A. Cox.  

Does any other Member wish to speak to 
this? I recognise the Honourable Charlie Swan. 
 
Mr. Charles F. B. Swan: Thank you, Mr. Acting 
Speaker.  

It is a pleasure to stand and speak on this 
topic. Having sat and listened to much of what has 
been said before, I have been encouraged by what I 
have heard. I have heard the words responsibility and 
accountability thrown out. I have also heard the clar-
ion calls for involvement from all aspects of our soci-
ety that are involved or can be involved in making this 
country—while it is still a great country—but an even 
better one than it is. 

I, too, subscribe to the tenet that I have—
[having been] involved in this and in anything I do—
because it is necessary to make things a little bit bet-
ter than what you found. And that involves many 
stakeholders and many different fingers into the pie. 
This is no different—the employment, earnings, and 
educational gaps between young Black Bermudian 
males and their same-age peers. 

Mr. Acting Speaker, I read the Report, not in 
its entirety. But the overarching theme that came out 
of it, for me, was education. One of the other things 
that came out of it, for me, was choice. We are born, 
Mr. Speaker, Black Bermudian males, White Ber-
mudian males, Black Bermudian females, White Ber-
mudian females, with the same God-given traits. We 
have two arms . . . We all have two arms. We all have 
two legs. We all have a brain. We all eventually learn 
to walk. We learn to eat. Much of the responsibility for 
that learning falls on our parents and involves physical 
things. 

We also must learn to use our brains, Mr. 
Speaker. And the Honourable Member, the Deputy 
Leader who just sat down, said that the mind is a ter-
rible thing to waste. Malcolm X said that the mind is a 
terrible thing to waste. And at young ages, Mr. Acting 
Speaker, the mind is also very pliable. We have heard 
people talk about what we do, what we say, what 
people look at. Young Black males look to their fa-
thers. I’m sure young White males as well look to their 
fathers for emulation, guidance, and the like. 

We are also exposed to all sorts of other 
things. People eventually learn to read the newspa-
per. They listen to leaders in their community, either 
politicians or church leaders. I happen to believe that 
it is very, very important that what is said, not just by 
those leaders, but even what is reported, is very, very 
important. But not only that, the people who are di-
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gesting that information have to be taught to think 
through it. And that may be, perhaps, one area where 
we have fallen down. I do not know. 

But what I do want to say is that when it 
comes to choices and decision making, no one can 
argue that the choices available to certain groups—
and I am speaking about young Black males—are 
probably a little different than the choices and oppor-
tunities available to other groups. And that is not to be 
denied. And it cannot be denied. But, Mr. Acting 
Speaker, nor can it be dwelt on or used as a reason to 
change things so radically beyond basic tenets that 
people need to learn to read, write, and think. Every-
one needs to do that. 

One of the things that I sort of wanted to 
speak to is that this Report is the latest in a number of 
reports. We have had . . . and I am going back into the 
‘60s, I guess. We had a Wooding Report arising out of 
violence in the ‘60s; I think a Pitt Report out of vio-
lence in the ‘70s. One of my colleagues alluded to the 
Wright Report. And now we have the Mincy Report. 
And we are spanning a period, Mr. Acting Speaker, 
here of 50 years. Fifty years. 

Now, over a period of 50 years, if the Gov-
ernment is going to set the tone as to where we are 
going and where we need to be, I guess the tenet is 
that we are really never going to get there. But we 
have to keep striving. We have to keep striving. I ac-
tually wondered if all of the things that we are saying 
now were said before. We are talking about parental 
involvement, involvement of industry, involvement of 
industry bodies and what have you. And I am sure 
these are the same things that were alluded to 10 
years ago, 20 years ago, or 30 years ago. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, when we are talking about 
who these reports come from, most of them come out 
of Government. I do not want to praise or denigrate 
any particular body. We are here, I believe, for the 
same reason. But I happen to believe that, you know, 
we had the Royal Navy here. And they had . . . Well, 
my father trained in the Royal Navy Dockyard. And, 
yes, he went to work for someone and eventually 
started his own company. Lots of other Bermudians 
went to that Royal Naval Dockyard. And some of them 
ended up working in Government. Some started their 
own companies. Some even had the opportunity to go 
overseas and study. 

Then we had the technical institute, which I 
am sure was started before my time to address an 
issue, perhaps the imminent closure of the Royal Na-
val Dockyard. And the technical institute served a 
good purpose, a very good purpose. Many young, 
predominantly Black Bermudians, and White Ber-
mudians, attended that technical institute and went on 
to start their own businesses or take up work, senior 
positions, within Government or within private indus-
try. That was some time ago, Mr. Speaker. And I do 
not want to get into the closing of the technical insti-
tute or what have you. 

But what I do want to get into is . . . coming 
into this and trying to make things better than the way 
they were before or improve on them . . . I mentioned 
this once before, about Government’s changing pow-
ers. And we have only had one change in power here. 
Coming from my meagre resource I tend to want to 
make the most of what I have. And I tell anyone that I 
interview the same thing. For whatever reason—and it 
may have been political pressure from within one 
party and another party or an Opposition on the Gov-
ernment or Government within itself—the technical 
institute was done away with. I believe the hope was 
that it would be integrated into the new college, which 
never happened—a terrible thing, Mr. Acting 
Speaker—terrible. And today we are reaping the—call 
it rewards of it. I lament that. I lament the fact that we 
built a very fancy school up at CedarBridge when we 
changed over to the middle school concept.  

From what I have seen, that facility has the 
makings of greatness, with all of the vocational abili-
ties. There are, I believe, hairdressing labs. There was 
a spray-painting booth there, you know, all of these 
things. I do not know how well they are functioning 
today. I am hoping someone can enlighten this 
House. But this has the makings of being a part of the 
total rejuvenation of technical education. And that is 
where I am ultimately going, the importance of techni-
cal education as, you know, one aspect of education 
available, as a choice, to young Black Bermudians, 
young White Bermudians, males and females. 

I know a lot of work has been done with tech-
nical education, Mr. Acting Speaker. And one of the 
things that we have been saying (and we have talked 
about this), many people have mentioned it. We have 
guidance available in our schools, we have been told, 
right from the primary level. And that is a good thing. It 
is not too late. And I do not know how the guidance 
process works now in our schools. I never really had 
to take advantage of it in the schools I went to. But it 
is very important to identify at a young age in our 
young people, and especially our young Black males, 
what they like to do. 

You know, Mr. Acting Speaker, men do learn 
different from women. And if you go back centuries, 
men have been the hunters—well, originally. You call 
them the hunter-gatherers. The men left home, and 
they lived by instinct, Mr. Acting Speaker. And that is 
what men are hard-wired to do, to live by instinct. 
Women stayed home, took care of things until the 
man got home with food and what have you. And you 
cannot shake that. That is just the way God made us. 

So, what I mean is, men will react to experi-
ences. They will deal with things as they happen. And 
they are very good at it. So, when it comes . . . In this 
day and age, I believe it is important to identify what 
men like to do at an early age. Also, once that is iden-
tified, to have in place the opportunities for them to 
actually not only study it and learn it (and I am talking 
about a theoretical, you know, reading books and 
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what have you), but also to experience it, Mr. Acting 
Speaker, hands on. 

Mincy, in his Report, repeatedly talks about 
men doing things with their hands. The 18 interview-
ees all expressed the desire to do things with their 
hands. I had a conversation this afternoon on our little 
lunch break with, I will call him a disaffected young 
Black male from the Happy Valley area. And I come 
across it all the time, Mr. Acting Speaker, all the time. 
He wants a job, wants to get out of the cycle of, call it 
depression that he is in, and wants to do his GED. 
And I took his number. And I am, you know, going to 
do what I can. We all need to do that. The previous 
speaker alluded to it. It takes a village to raise a child. 

But, the ability to grasp and offer the opportu-
nity to our young Black males who like to work with 
their hands is crucial at an early age, Mr. Acting 
Speaker. And the fact that we have counsellors from 
primary school, and we now have a form of technical 
education in the middle schools, is applauded. It 
needs to be nourished and worked on. 

I wanted to . . . Just give me a second here . . 
. statistics. I am going into the Mincy Report, pages 41 
to 42, talking about, “The overwhelming majority of 
these young men work or look for work, but they are 
less likely than their White Bermudian male or Black 
Bermudian female peers to combine work with educa-
tion.” That is, to me, one issue that needs to be ad-
dressed in the counselling aspect of things. Education 
or math or English are not ends in themselves. They 
are means to an end. And if that is one thing that we 
can instill in our young Black males, I think it would go 
a long way, not to look at completing school and 
breathing a sigh of relief and going back to what, you 
know . . . It is using it as a building block and realising 
that there is more to life and there are stepping stones 
to what you want to achieve, whatever it is, Mr. Acting 
Speaker. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Mr. Charles F. B. Swan: Sorry? 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Mr. Charles F. B. Swan: Yes. Very important. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Mr. Charles F. B. Swan: Thank you very much.  

Math is so critical—using a ruler, being able to 
measure with a tape measure. So often, we get peo-
ple who do not know how to use a tape measure, Mr. 
Acting Speaker, and just basic things. 

I wanted to digress a little bit. I am going to 
come back to Mincy. One of the things I believe our 
youngsters need to know, and particularly our young 
Black males, because you hear it so often from them . 
. . You know, the Bermuda Employment Council had 

their employment study report which we had handed 
out here last year. And one of the things that I took 
from it, Mr. Acting Speaker, was that we as Bermudi-
ans are . . . Well, our population of Bermudians—and I 
am just talking about Bermudians in general—is 
steady. We are not an increasing population. We are 
just steady.  

So, literally, we are replacing ourselves. As 
one Bermudian dies, another one is born. Now, that is 
okay, and that is fine. Our economy is not growing 
and we have jobs here and Bermudians can fill them 
all. But we have had a growing economy for years, for 
years. 

One of the things that I believe, well, all Ber-
mudians, but in particular our young Black Bermudi-
ans, need to understand is that in order to take your 
place in a situation like that you need to pay attention. 
You really do. Because in an increasing economy 
more jobs are created than the Bermudian workforce 
will ever be able to fill. And I do not know if people 
really understand that we are always—if our economy 
is growing—going to be bringing people in from over-
seas. And if people can just understand that . . . Now, 
it is up to Government to control, you know, how 
many, where they are going, if they are needed, and 
all this type of thing. But it does not alter the fact that 
we are going to need people from overseas, and our 
people need to understand that. 

But the converse to that is that we have the 
opportunity—because we are here—to be the leaders 
and be the people who are doing the bringing in of the 
people from overseas. But, again, that goes back to 
the guidance and having the choices and opportuni-
ties available through our education system so that 
our Bermudians can take advantage of them. As the 
Honourable Deputy Leader of the Government said, 
“Give a man a fish, he will eat for a day; teach him, 
and he will eat for a lifetime.” 

Just going back to the Bermuda College . . . I 
am always thrilled to be at the Bermuda College 
graduation. When I had the opportunity to attend 
school . . . my parents had no opportunities like that, 
to gain a degree or what have you. And I know how 
much it meant to them. But when I see young people 
who have sacrificed and taken advantage of the op-
portunity to broaden their minds through Associates 
degrees or what have you, it really makes my heart 
very warm, because, it has occurred, number one, 
right here at the Bermuda College, and it is benefiting 
our youth, who are our future. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, just going back to Mincy 
here—and I am going to get into technical education.  

How much time do I have? 
 
The Acting Speaker: You have all of 12 minutes. 
 
Mr. Charles F. B. Swan: Thank you.  

I am on page 136, where Dr. Mincy talks 
about employment aspirations. This statistic came out 
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in an earlier talk—38.9 per cent of the students that 
they interviewed . . . And I lament the fact that there 
were only 18 of them. And to be really honest, that 
makes this Report, to me, a little bit meaningless. 
Nevertheless, 18 were interviewed—38.9 per cent 
expressed interest in the trades. Now, we know that in 
this country the trades provide somewhere near 40 
per cent to 60 per cent of all the jobs available in Ber-
muda. Maybe I should take it upon myself, or maybe I 
should get the Statistics Department to canvass the 
trades in this country, but the . . . well, the mechanics 
that work in my company make very good money.  

Mr. Acting Speaker, I will say that the com-
pany has been there 45, or getting on to 50 years, and 
we have never laid off anyone. We have had to make 
adjustments, that is true. But people need to under-
stand that within the trades there is the opportunity to 
advance and earn a decent living in this country. 

I believe (I am not sure if it was my colleague 
Grant Gibbons who said it) plumbers are making 
$75,000 to $100,000 a year and more. And it is a 
great way to start your own business, as are any of 
the trades. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Mr. Charles F. B. Swan: Sorry?  

Anyway, to that end, Mr. Acting Speaker, I just 
want to finish on technical education. Now, those sta-
tistics, to me, are sobering. And, you know, when we 
had the Royal Naval Dockyard and when we had the 
Technical Training School, Bermudians back then had 
those choices. So within our educational system there 
were clear choices that people could take advantage 
of. And I said this already: The lack of those choices 
has, I think, clearly led us to where we are today. 

I am going to go to a report here. And this 
may help. But this was done in 1998, and it is the 
Second World Congress of Education International 
Meeting. And these were the results of their meetings. 
But it came out with notes and, sort of, recommenda-
tions, one of them being that “the dynamic advances 
in new technologies have taken place, as a result 
problem-solving skills; higher order thinking skills; abil-
ity to collect and analyse information; spatial thinking; 
planning and organisational skills; ability to work with 
others and in a team; communication skills; the practi-
cal use of mathematics, technology, and science are 
critical for workers in the modern workplace.”  

Many of those skills are obviously needed in 
the international business sector—well, accountants 
and what have you. But they are certainly needed 
within the trades sector. 

This report also went on to recommend that 
“States must guarantee for all citizens the right to ini-
tial and continuing vocational education and training. 
Sufficient resources must be allocated to vocational 
education and training.”  

Now, we have been saying these things for a 
long time, Mr. Acting Speaker. I do not profess to 
have all the answers, and I believe we all agree none 
of us do. But as one cog in the wheel, I believe it is 
critically important that we do all we possibly can to 
further and enhance technical education and training 
on this island. 

Now, I have mentioned that report. You know, 
we have had instances here where I believe the pri-
vate sector has wanted to be involved in developing 
technical education. About four or five years ago, 
there was some sort of, I guess, decline in the use of 
the curriculum, the NCCR curriculum at the college. 
That has been rectified now, but I believe the Con-
struction Association at that time (four or five years 
ago) wanted to take it over and run it, I think, making 
use of Berkeley Institute, which was closing down. 
And I do not know if that . . . That did not come to 
pass. And we are where we are. 

There is an article in the newspaper here to-
day about the Technology Skills Centre Michael 
Stowe started there. And I will get back to that, but 
one of the things that was noticeable about there . . . 
he has 18 students there, Mr. Acting Speaker. And in 
his opening remarks the Premier lamented, or it struck 
him that at the Bermuda College, I believe, in the ap-
plied sciences, which included the trades, there were, 
I believe, fewer students who graduated than the total 
number of staff. Now, I consider that a travesty, Mr. 
Acting Speaker. And I do not know where it is going to 
go, but I believe that there is something here that 
really cries out for some quick and decisive action. 

As I said before, I do not like the idea of de-
crying what was done before; I like the idea of making 
use and the most of what you have. And I am going to 
implore this Government to make the most of the op-
portunities and, hopefully, assist this Technical Skills 
Centre to improve and address, help to address some 
of the ills we face here. 

In closing, Mr. Speaker, all I would like to say 
is that I welcome the Mincy Report. I do not think we 
need any more. I believe we have had enough of 
them. I would hopefully like to see less use of the 
words “our tortured past” and what have you, and 
more words on the opportunities that are going to be 
made available for the Black Bermudian males in this 
country and in the future all males going forward.  

Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Acting Speaker: Thank you very much, Honour-
able Mr. Charles Swan.  

Does any other Member wish to speak to the 
Mincy Report? I recognise the Honourable Dale But-
ler. 
 
Hon. Dale D. Butler: Thank you very much, Mr. 
Speaker.  

Mr. Speaker, in responding to the “Study of 
Employment, Earnings, and Educational Gaps be-
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tween Young Black Bermudian Males and Their 
Same-Age Peers,” I have used multinomial legit re-
gression and a specialised form of legit regression 
and Generalised Order Logic, GOL.  

Are you with me, Mr. Speaker? Of course you 
are not. 
 
The Acting Speaker: I am trying. I am trying desper-
ately. 
 
Hon. Dale D. Butler: So let me move you in the direc-
tion where you can understand so that we can make 
some progress.  

Mr. Speaker, I have heard a lot of rhetoric and 
polemics here today, and I certainly will not be allow-
ing any village to bring up my children. Sorry! The vil-
lage is screwed up. They will not be bringing up my 
two, Mr. Speaker. I have heard this, and I have also 
heard about an elephant in the room, which means we 
can see it. And if we can see it, we can do something 
about it. It is as simple as that. 

Mr. Acting Speaker, it is not hard to raise a 
child. And I do not know why we have made it such a 
difficult problem. Simply, you have to have a plan. And 
I recall Skipper Ingram when he returned to Bermuda. 
I did not have children at the time. I said, “Skipper, 
how is it going as a young father? He says, Well, I 
have a plan. And part of my plan is that we will ensure 
that at least one of us is with that child every day, 
every waking moment.” And I used that strategy, Mr. 
Speaker, and it worked. Part of that strategy was to 
hold their hands, and we do not do that with our chil-
dren anymore. And you can determine the disconnect 
that exists the farther that child stands away from you. 

Mr. Speaker, if we were to look at our past, 
we would discover that many of us in this room had 
worse circumstances, but were able to survive. Why, 
Mr. Speaker? Because we had no excuses. Even af-
ter finishing the Berkeley Institute, I said I wanted to 
go to the Bermuda College because the Honourable 
Terry Lister said he was going there. We had no 
school counsellors. One day he came to school and 
said he wanted to be an accountant. So we all said we 
wanted to be accountants. He said he was going off to 
college; we all said we were going off to college, and I 
said I was, too. And I said I wanted to go, and my par-
ents said, We have no money. I said, Well, what am I 
to do? Get a job! No excuses—move on! 

Now we say, You don’t have a scholarship, lit-
tle Johnny? You cannot go.  

Get a job! Well, we were armed with that, be-
ing told—and it is free now—being told . . . We were 
armed with what? Key ingredients that we have taken 
away from our children, we were armed with determi-
nation. We applied ourselves. We have fortitude, mo-
tivators. We have people whipping us into shape, at-
tempting to get us to the finish line. And if you 
dropped the baton, you had to pick it up. And now 
they drop the baton, and they sit down, moan, and 

complain. No! Pick that baton up and get to that finish 
line no matter what! 

So, Mr. Speaker, we are here today because 
we have changed the rules of engagement with the 
most precious resource that we have. And we have 
changed so many parts of our culture. And this is 
where it begins. You arrive at school as a guest 
speaker. You are met by a girl. You walk up the steps, 
and you are greeted by another girl. You are escorted 
into the room. The teacher is a female. The principal 
comes to greet you, a female. You are introduced by a 
female. The hands go up in the room, and the teacher 
picks who? A female. You are thanked by a female 
and escorted back to your car by a female. And you 
wonder why you have a problem! 

It is obvious. If you do not give boys that re-
sponsibility and keep them engaged and involved, you 
are going to have these problems. And that is what 
teachers of old used to do before we talked about dif-
ferentiated learning and all these new concepts. Basic 
common sense! People kept their children close to 
them. They did not distance their children from them. 

Well, Mr. Speaker, it would appear today that 
James Brown got it wrong. It is no longer a man’s 
world. Feminist movement came along and pushed us 
out the door. Really, what the feminist movement 
should have done was to talk about partnership, doing 
it together; not just mom or just dad, but a real, mean-
ingful partnership. Mr. Speaker, I am, as a father of 
two— 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Dale D. Butler: No, no, only two that I know of! 
Two, Mr. Speaker.  

I ensured that their ears were open, that their 
eyes were open, that their hands were there to feel. 
But what happens today, Mr. Speaker? Their ears are 
closed with the earphones, with the Bluetooth and any 
other gadget that they can put in those ears. But to 
keep them open to listen to advice and do not accept 
it? Their eyes are closed because they are looking 
down. And what are they looking at? Their Blackber-
ries. So they do not have hands to feel, because their 
hands are occupied by the things. So we have, Mr. 
Speaker, changed our culture. And then we wonder 
why we have this problem. 

Our most valuable assets are being aban-
doned because, if truth be told, we are also experienc-
ing problems with our girls. The most precious thing 
that we used to keep so close to us, we are now 
abandoning. They do not hear or accept instruction, a 
lot, many in this generation. And many in this genera-
tion do not see enough of their parents. I once had a 
child say to me . . . When his dad finally visited the 
school, I said, “Don’t you want to be like your daddy?”  

He said, “No.” 
I said, “What do you want to be when you 

grow up?” 
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He said, “I want to be a car.” An inanimate 
thing!  

I said, “A car? Why would you want to be a 
car?” 

He says, “My daddy polishes that car. He 
washes that car. He spends time with that car. He 
loves that car!” So he wants to be a car to get that 
type of attention. Amazing! The thinking! 

On their feet, they are missing out. They are 
not getting the time and attention that they need. So 
we changed our culture. We are afraid to spank them 
or to discipline them. We do not even risk to give them 
any responsibility. And then we wonder why, when we 
look at the finish line of scholarships and the pictures 
in the paper, we do not see them. Some do not start 
out with the baton because they are not in the room to 
gather the information. They are late or home asleep 
or asleep in the classroom because they were up late 
at night. So when that information is given by a 
teacher or a principal or a guest speaker, they have 
missed it. So they start the race without the baton. 
You cannot win the relay unless you have the baton 
and start with it and pass it along, Mr. Speaker. 

There are some things . . . And I thought that 
Professor Mincy was going to be here because he has 
come from an Ivy League university. And if you give a 
university paper at Ivy League based on just inter-
viewing 18 people, you are going to get a D. Well, we 
cannot ask for a refund, so we have no choice but to 
use the recommendations that he has given. But that 
is what you get; you get a D.  

Professor will say, Not enough survey mate-
rial. Sorry. 
 
An Hon. Member: Not a big enough sample. 
 
Hon. Dale D. Butler: Yes, not a big enough sample. 
Plus, they would look at his references at the back of 
the book and say, Oh, my goodness! We see no ref-
erence, young man, to—you have created a vacuum. 
Where in your Report have you listed the tremendous 
number of hours done by Roy Wright in the first re-
port—never seen by anyone other than a Cabinet 
Minister, which will be released upon the passing of 
PATI (Public Access to Information), I am sure. But 
you did not make any reference to that.  

Neither did you make reference to a first-class 
report that grieves me to this day, because I was the 
minister who commissioned that report on the State of 
Local Clubs. And we got caught up in this polemics 
because the conclusion was not quite right. The sub-
stance of the report was first-class and would have 
made a big difference had the report, chaired by Walt 
Commissiong, been released. We would have bene-
fited tremendously from that report. But it was with-
drawn. But he makes no reference to that report. 
Maybe it is an E grade. 

Then, to make matters worse, I was hoping he 
would have given reference and credence to the pub-

lication—another report I commissioned—and all at 
reasonable prices, you know. Mr. Commissiong, I 
think, was probably free. The next one, I was quoted 
$200,000. I got the author, who has two master’s de-
grees, a PhD student, a parent, to do it for far less. I 
think it was under 10. First-class report, could not get 
it to the first yard: Mama’s Property, Daddy’s Child.  

Could not as a minister give all the direction 
and say, Move on it because it will address the issues 
of fathers who are missing and payments. And it will 
address that inequity. Could not get it going, so we 
lost out. But there is no reference to it, written by Mr. 
Rodney Smith. Did not use two of our own; did not 
use Roy Wright, did not use Rodney Smith, massive 
report. 

The Roy Wright report was never released, so 
upon PATI you will get that. The Rodney Smith report, 
I am sure the current Minister has a copy in her office 
and can determine whether or not you can get one. 
But to the best of my knowledge, I made them freely 
available. But the content of both of those reports 
would have long set us on this journey. It is like we 
were great at identifying the issue, then we want to 
back off when it comes to action and solutions. The 
Club Report would have gotten things done. The 
Mama’s Property, Daddy’s Child would have moved 
us in the direction of getting on the start line with that 
baton and getting us to take that journey. 

So now we stand here, we sit here, we listen. 
We are in a mess. Change the culture how we bring 
up children. Mr. Speaker, another report left out . . . 
And of course, this one grieves me, and I will state my 
interest because I stated already that my comments, 
Mr. Speaker, are based on the multinomial logit re-
gression and a specialised form of legit regression, 
Generalized Order Logit, GOL. That is what I used to 
write mine. And it is called Successfully Raising Ber-
muda Boys, produced in 2004. Ignored!  

Every single parent, every single baby enter-
ing a school should have been given a copy of this 
book, put in layman’s terms, as the author of this book 
made it very simple what our children need. Boys es-
pecially need parents who are going to ensure that 
parents love them. Parents spend some time with 
them. 

In fact, when I said to Bermudians, Your chil-
dren need TAPS, they say, Yeah, they need licks. I 
said, Yes, they do need LICKS. L for love; I, for inter-
est; C, for caring; and K, for kindness. Simple formula. 
More simple than the multinomial logit regression in 
specialised. They need TAPS—Time, Attention; they 
need more Praise than the criticism they get; and they 
need Parents who are going to sacrifice and say, That 
car can wait sonny. I will be at your softball game, I 
will be at your basketball game, I will go for a walk 
with you. 
 Successful boys have parents who do these 
sorts of things. They read the book. They didn’t get 
lost on the nominal multi legit regression theory. Not 
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at all. But not a reference point for him. Dismissed the 
natives. 
 We have the Report now, which means we 
are going to have to get on with it. He got the cheque, 
we got the Report. Sounds like that Bible story in Af-
rica.  
 Mr. Speaker, some basic things that were 
stressed in our homes removed. Two times two is 
four. You can’t go anywhere without that. In fact, at 
the end of his Report, I think around 125 or so, he 
suddenly says it, when we talk about the disparity that 
exists when it comes to salaries. That it is not just the 
. . . I don’t see it in my reference, but he talks about 
the importance of an education. 
 You can break down all the racial barriers you 
want, and get rid of racism if you want, but if you are 
not qualified, if you do not know your two-times table, 
you are not going anywhere. And, based on how they 
spoke in this Report, you’re still not going anywhere. 
We spoke a lot better because it was stressed to us in 
our schools and in our churches, where preachers 
gave you some incredible words to think about. Some-
times the sentence would be two minutes long! There 
are few people who write like that. Dr. Dodson is one 
of them. There was a letter to the editor just this week 
criticising my good minister—it was a long sentence! 
Real long sentence; but it was perfect.  
 So, we removed that out of the school system. 
They don’t go to church where they can hear good 
English, and then we race in on racism. We remove 
from them the ingredients that make them successful. 
The emphasis placed on basic things within the home, 
some responsibility and respect to the importance of 
academics, where your whole family wanted you to do 
better and ensure that you knew your times tables, 
your spelling and your general knowledge. 
 There’s no conspiracy, as some people are 
trying to push. And if they are, they are misleading 
you. No conspiracy. If I used that excuse in my own 
home, they would still be sitting home in kindergarten, 
when they walked in and said, Is this the teacher? 
Yes, this is the teacher, but you will still do your two 
times two. 
 It’s the rules? Yes, it’s the rules, but you will 
still do your two times two. 
 Now we don’t have the textbook. And there 
was no Internet. We will still find a way to get it done. 
Even when we did not have encyclopedias we bor-
rowed them from next door. No excuses for educa-
tional achievement. 
 So, Mr. Speaker, we were able to develop lots 
of Ben Carsons. I look around this room. Most of us 
did not have a golden spoon in our hands. Might have 
had one on your backside because you dropped the 
baton. And the only way you can win the race is to 
pick it up. And you were encouraged along the way. 
 If we continue along this mindset of it being a 
conspiracy, we are going to be imprisoning more and 
more people. It is unfortunate that Dr. Mincy only in-

terviewed 18 students. Maybe he got tired and said, 
My God. This is bigger than I expected. This is out of 
control. How could this country . . . then he got con-
fused. He must have said, How could this country that 
has every ingredient necessary for success end up in 
this mess? You have Bermuda College [it wasn’t free 
then, but it is now]. You have first class schools; you 
have teachers with numerous Master’s degrees and 
even more PhDs now. You have YouthNet, you have 
PRIDE, you have community education—$60 a 
course! And some fine teachers . . . because many of 
them came through ranks of hard knocks and under-
stand. They are patient, fine teachers in community 
education.  

You also have an expatriate population. If you 
ask, lots of times they will help you and guide you and 
lead you. He must have got confused when he said, 
Wait a minute. Are the foreign children doing well? 
The foreign boys doing well in the country? Oh, my 
goodness, they are! How come I don’t get these com-
plaints on the foreign children? Maybe because they 
looked at the system and said, Hey. This can work for 
us. But it is going to work based on those same val-
ues that the earlier West Indians had, the new immi-
grant here has: hard work, determination, yes-you-can 
no matter what!  

We substituted that with, it’s a conspiracy. 
They’re out to get us. 

Nonsense! 
And that is what it would take to turn this 

situation around, and that is the message that our 
children need to have. We cannot give up, Mr. 
Speaker, because our children are all that we have. 
So we have to act.  

I use as another reference, Mr. Speaker, if I 
can share with you . . . There are 35 things, if you 
read the book, every young Bermudian man must 
learn early. But of course, Mincy did not read the 
book, so he does not even know. And I was happily 
surprised to see he wrote a book on nurturing young 
people, so he obviously had the best expert in the 
country. 

Thirty-five things—learn early that there are 
rewards for hard work. Learn early that crime will 
never pay. Learn early that life is full of ups and 
downs, but if you do not learn from a significant adult 
or parent or guardian and cut the strings, you will be 
ignorant and forever holding on like a baby. Learn and 
grow up and stand on your own feet. Legally, you are 
a man at 18. Learn.  

Learn early that there is no perfect system 
anywhere in the world. If you grieve against the sys-
tem, you will not win. But if you work to improve the 
system, not only will you benefit, but you will benefit 
future generations. Learn early that it is okay to com-
plain, but complaints without action will drain your en-
ergy and not help you to grow. And the list goes on, 
Mr. Speaker. But this is the substance that people 
really needed to sink their teeth into. 
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So if the elephant is in the room, and we see 
it, then we have to deal with it because we see it. But 
if young people are not open to advice—and we can-
not force them to become accountants—and if they 
decide that they wish to move in a new category of 
job, which is called anything . . . Are you aware of that 
category, Mr. Speaker? Because I certainly am not. 
You hear of the business side of life, the medical side 
of life, the legal side of life, the educational side of life, 
the journalistic side of life. I have never heard of the 
anything side of life. And that is where they end up, in 
spite of having very well-qualified teachers, counsel-
lors, principals in their midst. 

But if you do not find yourself taking advan-
tage of the institutions where we used to attend, you 
will not get the substance that will guide you through 
your future. If you are not in the church or Sunday 
school to really see how people behave, that their 
pants are not around their ankles, that there is such a 
thing as respect and how you address people—you 
will know these things when you go into an interview 
because they have been grooming you all of your life. 

Our forefathers obviously had a plan that gave 
us those ingredients of success. Mincy goes on to talk 
about soft skills. He was politically correct that our 
young people need soft skills. Hey, buddy, I’m looking 
for a job. He needs soft skills. It is, Good afternoon, 
sir. How are you? He walks in, his tie is down. Well, 
soft skills—make sure that tie is up. He goes in and he 
slouches in the chair. Well, you make sure you give 
him a course that makes him sit up. We have all those 
things in our homes—in our homes, in your homes. 
We have to reinforce in our churches, in your youth, 
by example. You saw it all around you, and then you 
did not— [smacks his hands together] —brought to 
your attention. Now we are frightened of our children. 
We do not want to bring anything toward their atten-
tion. And so they arrive at the finish line without the 
baton, and they wonder why they cannot get a prize 
and why they are disqualified. 
 
An Hon. Member: Everybody has to get a prize. 
 
Hon. Dale D. Butler: Yes, right. Yes, everybody gets 
a prize. One to eight, everybody gets a ribbon. I am 
not talking about the lies we give them.  

We send our children all over the world, from 
age five to Costa Rica. They go to Ghana and Sene-
gal. They go to Mexico—all over the world. So at 16, I 
was having the impression that life must be full of 
trips. I have had them from five. I went to New York 
when those Pan Am’s were the day. And suddenly at 
16 you are asking me to go look for a job? You sent 
me the wrong message! 

We did not get those messages. We were 
told, Qualify first. Then you will have a job, and you 
will be able to go anywhere in life. So, Mr. Speaker, it 
is unfortunate that certain books were ignored, be-
cause if the elephant is in the room . . . what do boys 

need? Boys need love. Boys need care. Boys need 
discipline. Boys need a challenge. Boys need laugh-
ter. Boys need hope. Boys need dreams. Mr. 
Speaker, boys need someone to listen. Boys need 
advice. Boys need to read. Boys need to cry, and 
boys need to celebrate. Boys need acknowledgement.  

A girl comes to get me out of my car. A girl 
escorts me. A girl interviews me. A girl thanks me. 
And nobody seems to be bothered by that formula. 
And then you wonder why you have the result that you 
have. 

There is a need for a balance. Boys need to 
reflect. Boys need response. Boys need validation. 
Boys need to be persuaded, and boys need prayer, as 
well, Mr. Speaker, all in a very easy-to-read book. 
Maybe that was the mistake, to put it in a book. In ad-
dition to that, if you do not read this one, references 
were also made to books available at the Bermuda 
College, if I can share just a few. So, the information 
is obviously there in our reports, already stated by Mr. 
Wright and Mr. Smith, Mr. Commissiong, who wrote 
the Clubs Report, and even now, professionals in-
deed, Mr. Speaker. 

And my question is, sure . . . when I realised 
that the village was experiencing difficulty to ensure 
that my own sons received the type of instruction that 
was important, read up: Losing the Race: Self-
Sabotage in Black America, how if you are not pre-
pared you are not going to get the job. Simple. You 
can say racism all you want, but you do not have your 
qualification—by John McWhorter. What’s Race Got 
to Do with It? introduced to me recently by Honour-
able Ashfield DeVent, Member of Parliament. And 
then he told me today he was part of a group, thanks 
to the good leadership of people like the Honourable 
late Nelson Bascome and the group at the [INAUDI-
BLE] Hill brought in Nathan Hare and [INAUDIBLE] 
countering the conspiracy to destroy Black boys, 
bringing the Black boy to men who want the passage, 
countering . . . A second book on that; in fact, he 
wrote about four or five volumes. I read that book, one 
of the best. Tried to get the speaker here—he was 
from Australia—Raising Boys: Why Boys Are Differ-
ent—And How to Help Them Become Happy and 
Well-Balanced Men. The one minute fellow—gee, one 
minute! The Courage to Raise Good Men, Boys into 
Men—read them all, all inked up. 

Speaking of boys, the answers are here, In 
the Black, Raising Cain, Hugs for Dad, Your Child: 
The Teenage Years, and, outstanding, William Pol-
lock, Real Boys: Rescuing Our Sons from the Myths 
of Boyhood. With all of this information, Mr. Speaker, 
one would have thought we would have more advo-
cates in the country for boys. But there is too much 
silence in the community, and no advocates, not even 
an institution for the growth and development and 
birth of the aspirations of boys—not one institution! 
We should have one. Not even a chair at the Bermuda 
College . . . Even though it is a junior college, every-
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body sets up a chair. Not even an annual lecture on 
boys. 

And what do we have? Lots of etiquette 
classes for girls—nothing for boys.  

I thought I had the time of the Honourable 
Walter Roban as well. I have his time. Isn’t that how 
the rules work? I can take some other Members’ time? 
I had the Honourable Minister’s 30 minutes as well. 
He is not here. He has given them to me. Isn’t that 
how the rules work? 
 
[Inaudible interjections and laughter] 
 
Hon. Dale D. Butler: Yes. I have taken the Minister’s 
time, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: I am afraid you do not. 
 
Hon. Dale D. Butler: I do not?  

Well, it is your House, Mr. Speaker.  
Very quickly, there are some solutions, Mr. 

Speaker. We should have had a commission to close 
schools. That way you get your youth centres. We 
have got nowhere else to put them. We have to close 
some schools. Get a commission to determine that.  

Let me finish, Mr. Speaker.  
And then you would have your youth centres, 

which would have housing built in them so you do not 
have to worry about expensive security systems. And 
then you could put in those schools your Saturday and 
Sunday counsellors. You could stop schools from 
sending a false message to our boys. Cut out all 
school trips for five years and really place emphasis 
on using those funds to send them overseas during 
the summer to educational institutions of learning, to 
give them an overseas experience. 
We do need two schools for boys. We just have to do 
it. And if you close those schools, you could set up 
two schools for boys. We talked about national ser-
vice; we have got to get on with it. And we do need 
more expatriate partnerships because we do have 
people in this country with skills who are prepared to 
help us. But we turn them off. So we have got to look 
at that. And then take a look at the Seventh-Day Ad-
ventists model, where they are bringing people in with 
all of their youth organisations over-subscribed. All of 
their ties are up. All of their children are in their 
classes learning. Let us look at that model as well, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Mr. Butler.  

Any further speakers? 
 
Hon. Dale D. Butler: I am not getting the Honourable 
Members’ time? 
 
The Speaker: Any further speakers? 
 
Hon. Dale D. Butler: What about the rules? 

 
The Speaker: We are debating the report, “A Study of 
Employment, Earnings, and Educational Gaps Be-
tween Young Black Bermudian Males and Their 
Same-Age Peers,” by Dr. Mincy and others.  

I now recognise the Honourable and Learned 
Member, Mr. M. Scott from Sandys North.  

Minister Scott has the floor. 
 
Hon. Michael J. Scott: Mr. Speaker, thank you.  

Mr. Speaker, and even if we had the young 
male on whose behalf we have just had the advocacy 
by the former Minister of Culture and Social Rehabili-
tation progress through and matriculate through the 
old-time religion and how to raise boys, and they got 
to the age of work life in the Bermuda community, and 
they were operating in the economy next to their 
White counterpart there, and we found, as we have 
been told over and over again since 1994, by Dr. 
Newman and successively through all of these analy-
ses—even if after they have gotten through this advo-
cacy and have matriculated through the process, as 
urged and advocated by Minister Butler, and their sal-
ary differential to their White counterpart at the age of 
18, 19, and 20 still remains different, we have 
ploughed the sea. And the Mincy Report is emphati-
cally and quintessentially about that and nothing else. 
And to a degree, the debate this afternoon has been 
on a number of topics, a number of topics far wide of 
the specific focus of the differentials between blacks 
and whites in the country. 

I want to adopt (as we say in the court setting, 
respectfully adopt) the submissions of my learned and 
honourable friend (in this case it is the Minister of Fi-
nance and the Deputy Premier, the Honourable Paula 
A. Cox) . . . I adopt all of her submissions. She spoke 
of the hurt that flows and that is prevalent in our com-
munity.  

The Honourable Member from Paget West, 
Ms. Gordon-Pamplin, made a number of speeches 
about the hurt in this community. Minister Cox referred 
to that hurt that was parlayed in an e-mail, a written e-
mail to her. 

I have had a similar experience of listening to 
the hurt of a male, a Black male, as well, that helped 
to focus me on the prism through which I was to view 
his hurt and to view, therefore, the debate on this Re-
port. And the hurt was palpable, Mr. Speaker. Unem-
ployed for periods, large amounts of debt, able to 
work in the economy as a tradesman, a family man 
with a wife, children, and now grandchildren, rental 
debt overwhelming him, stressed to the point where 
he is unwell and depressed, skin breaking out, nose-
bleeds—this is the level of hurt that we see in this 
community. And it happens. Imagine. 

The Honourable Member, Mr. Swan, talked 
about the growth in the economy over the years. And 
yes, we have had growth in the Bermuda economy. 
But if the growth in this economy has taken place and 
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we place on top of the Bermuda growth and the suc-
cess we have had here the Mincy analysis, and the 
other analyses (to give them their due) that we have 
had in this country and that are sitting on my book-
shelves . . . If we impose the Mincy analysis of the 
differential on this period of growth over even a five-
year period between Male A, White, Male [B], Black, 
and accumulate (Madam Gordon-Pamplin, as the ac-
countant) the differentials of, say, $3,400 of difference 
in earnings referenced in the Report, or $800 between 
the two persons we are studying, or $2,400, the rates 
of earning dropping to $24,000 when the White coun-
terpart is making $27,500 . . . It is a huge disparity.  

It is the difference between whether you can 
make your rent. Or both of these, A and B, the Black 
male and the White male, all have to pay the same for 
eggs, butter, milk, rent, health care, insurance; all hav-
ing to survive in the Bermuda Inc. that we know. And 
so that is a disparity.  

The Mincy Report, for me, Mr. Speaker, has 
shone the light on the differences. And they are, thank 
God, not vast differences. The differences . . . But 
cumulatively, is the point that I believe that Dr. Mincy 
and his team have asked us to shine the light on, and 
to assign some value to it. 

And when you assign the value to it, you do 
find that it has the diagnosis of hurt, the diagnosis of 
depression, the diagnosis of difference. And we have 
to address it. If we do not address it, the product in 
our community becomes uneven. And when you have 
an uneven product, Mr. Speaker, you get uneven re-
action and responses. You get reaction from every-
thing, from struggle to delving into the under-culture of 
the drug industry, to prop-up supplement. And then 
you have it melt down completely if you go the full dis-
tance. And you really commit yourself to an alternative 
method of earning in the drug world, and you start 
enforcing your drug occupation with the pistol, and 
you get the violence that has been referred to in Dr. 
Mincy’s Report. 

The Report, Mr. Speaker, contains any num-
ber of important headlines. And they are contained in 
the Report. It is about money. I have listened to the 
analysis from Dr. Gibbons, for example, and the em-
phasis . . . Obviously, everybody decided on the UBP 
benches to take the line and length that it is educa-
tion, education, education.  

Mr. Speaker, the way that our children, our 
Black males and our White males and our Black fe-
males and White females compete for education is 
predictable. Education in the country, in the public 
school system, is free. You are going to get differ-
ences of both application by these profiles and clients 
within the education system. Yes, you are. You are 
going to get different application; you are therefore 
going to get different results. 

The trial really starts, the tests start after edu-
cation comes to an end and you are in the workforce, 
or you are at the end of making your ends meet. And 

if these Mincy and other scenarios are placed upon 
the entrant, and we have not made any changes to 
evening up the picture, then over a medium and me-
dian period of time, over a short term and, certainly, 
over the long term, you are going to get impacts that 
are negative. You are going to get impacts that have 
been recognised by this eminent author, who has 
spent good time and employed his talent with his 
team, Dr. Kaiser, purposefully, functionally, to give us 
yet another analysis of the differential in the country. 
And we have got to deal with it. 

It is not about education. It really is about em-
ployers’ behaviour in this country. That is another area 
of important advocacy. We have heard on, ad nau-
seam, how employers in this country welcome the 
rampant consumption of Black people in this country, 
the 60 per cent population. They welcome the ram-
pant consumption of this part of the community, the 
White community as well. But, by and large, the own-
ers of the means of production absorbing these con-
sumer dollars are White. They are a huge responsibil-
ity. It was one of the points raised by the Minister of 
Finance. 

And when their hiring practices, as has been 
indicated in this Report, stick to an unwillingness to 
pay salaries at the current rate—but happily pay sala-
ries at a much lower rate to the foreign worker here 
who is prepared to work at a lower rate—this is em-
ployer behaviour which Dr. Mincy properly recognises 
. . . this is an employment practice that is contributing 
to the problem, to the malaise. There is a huge mal-
ady in the country, la malade du temps. The malady of 
the time in this country is on the front, Mr. Speaker, of 
the differential of earning potential between the races. 

Of course, it is about education. Of course, it 
is about soft skills and how they apply. What I resent, 
Mr. Speaker, is that the human resources people—
many of them Black women, by and large . . . I say 
that with all the force that I can muster, because in the 
workplace, in the Report, the administrative jobs are 
by and large taken up by the Black female. And so 
they are the ones who are in place to whom the male 
prospects are running to in the application process.  

Dr. Mincy refers to the fact that the drive to 
violence, the drive to despair amongst males in the 
country, is closely connected with the process of be-
ing out on the job hunt and not succeeding. They are 
bumping into human resources people who have 
adopted the narrative and made the dominant narra-
tive, Your social skills, your soft skills, are inadequate, 
and there is a deficit there. 

They have played this tune so successfully in 
B-flat that it has dominated the narrative and com-
pletely tuned out the race differential. There is this 
Black person turning up, and we have it acknowl-
edged that the employer, once again, will look at the 
softest White graduate from the private school and 
prefer that graduate in his choice of him, as the Re-
port indicates, over the Black graduate from Whitney 
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or Berkeley. This is the malade du temps. This is the 
malady of our time. 

We find some solutions, even by the Prime 
Minister Dr. Douglas, this morning, when he spoke to 
the absence in any individual of a psychological fea-
ture in that person that provides the restraint for both 
good order and normal behaviour. I was so happy to 
hear him in his world view of his country introduce this 
element into his analysis. It applies with equal force to 
any similar situation, any similar analysis, as is the 
case that is the subject of the Mincy Report. 

This is where the emphasis needs to be 
placed. Employer behaviour needs to improve. We 
need to have counselling, dynamic psychological in-
terventions. I now finally understand, in the clearest of 
ways, the statement by Lord David Pitt, that we must 
act boldly to shape our future. It has never had more 
clear meaning to me than today, after listening to Dr. 
Douglas and after listening and applying my mind to 
this debate. When Dr. Douglas spoke of the transfor-
mation that he, with his Cabinet and his Government, 
undertook to dismantle a key element of their econ-
omy and retransform that economy, that was a bold 
step. 

We cannot make the progress that we need to 
in this country on this single, simple front of what I 
have now described and identified as the focus of the 
differential that Dr. Mincy has asked us to shine the 
light on in this country—the differential in earnings, the 
differential in treatment. We cannot deal with it ade-
quately unless we have a bold initiative. It must be 
resourced in policies. And clearly, the Report certainly 
is a report that stimulates and advocates clear options 
and opportunities for policy change. If it does nothing 
else, it does that. It has the huge benefit of predicting 
policy by relevant Ministers. I think it does not not af-
fect any Minister across the entire Government of 
Bermuda. All of us have a stake in this. But it must be 
bold resourcing, bold initiative.  

Debt reduction or debt forgiveness should 
take place, Mr. Speaker. Writing off debt for that man 
who I first . . . in the opening of my remarks, and many 
others like him, giving them a better start. Now, it is 
bold. And in an economic climate, writing off rental 
debts may sound unacceptable. But there has been a 
disparity over long periods of time that has put too 
many of our people behind in their gain. And we need 
to be sensitive, compassionate and bold in our advo-
cacy on their behalf and in the solutions.  

Clearly, before we can send a Black male, or 
a White male, or any White female or Black female  
into the workplace who have these challenges of soft 
skill deficit, they have got to be treated. It is so clear 
that we need a major effort on the front of psycho-
dynamic counselling for this cohort. It just needs to 
happen. It would be doing them a disservice if we do 
not take these clients through that exercise first, be-
fore we expect of them, Mr. Speaker, any other kind of 
product than what we are currently getting. 

So there has to be the compassionate treat-
ment of them. And the approach today is to render 
therapy, and it is to be done respecting that individual, 
whether it is a mental disorder, a psychological disor-
der or behaviours that are inappropriate, or they are—
what is the word that we are using? Negative behav-
iours—antisocial behaviours is the word I was grasp-
ing for. They have to be brought back from wherever 
they have drifted as a consequence of these years of 
both benign neglect and malicious neglect. We owe it 
to them. We have failed them thus far. We have had 
the advocacy since 1977 to deal with the immigration 
point. 

The reference on page 17 of the Report, 
which squares up hotel hospitality jobs that are held 
down by Blacks, 8 per cent; held down by Whites, 4 
per cent; held down by foreign workers, 7 per cent. 
Well, that is almost the parity with the Black male. 
Well, there is an opportunity. That 7 per cent is an 
opportunity. It is where Dr. Mark David Pitt invited us 
as long ago as 1977, when he said that you will have 
high immigration going forward from 1977, as he pre-
dicted the growth of international business and tour-
ism in the country. But, he said, Get on with training. 
Get on with parity. 

What we have done up throughout the years 
in terms of the great failure has been to not focus on 
ensuring that Black and White boys and girls were 
evenly distributed throughout the general industries of 
the country. There was this ridiculous game-play of 
favouritism to both foreign Whites, foreign experts in 
the stores. Trimming [INAUDIBLE 18:46:30] has dis-
appeared off the scene because they did not incorpo-
rate the Black consumer or the Black management to 
encourage better consumption and support and loy-
alty of that store going forward. And they have died 
the death. But those kinds of policies on Main Street 
are now reaping the whirlwind of those practices. 

Dr. Mincy records that there is not an even 
distribution even of our young males and females, 
White and Black, across the industries that he posits 
on page 17 of the Report. But I believe that there is a 
solution and opportunity in tourism, a huge employer. 
There is an opportunity, too, in the administrative skills 
heretofore widely occupied, or predominantly the oc-
cupied area by Black females, White females, and 
White males. There is an opportunity there. But I think 
the greatest opportunity is in hospitality. 

And we are deploying, after the healing takes 
place, after we make it understood that there are 
strong, worthwhile jobs in hospitality, and you are a 
stakeholder there, and we will introduce you into this 
area along with the others. And I am not excluding 
international business or any of the other occupations. 
Construction remains one of the high areas of occupa-
tions for all young adults. It is indicated there. And 
then there is education and health services. But the 
hotel industry is one that, again, should not have the 
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parity with the foreign worker and needs, in my view . . 
.  is an area for solutions. 

In the area for which I have responsibility, the 
area of new jobs that are coming with technology, 
there are opportunities there as well. And they have 
continued to take root in the economy. Certainly, in 
the other area of responsibility, in renewable energies, 
there are jobs there, too. But in installs, in building of 
large utilities for renewable energy delivery so that we 
rely less on the crude that burns the furnace over at 
the main fossil fuel plant at BELCO . . . But, by and 
large, the greatest opportunity, the greater opportunity 
is in hospitality.  

And I was pleased to see that in 9 Beaches, 
the substantive investment of some . . . is it $28 mil-
lion or $80 million being invested there? And those 
must be filled by more Bermudians, in terms of run-
ning those shows there. 

Wherever we are building hotels, the new St. 
Regis . . . may that go forward with greater dispatch 
so that we have ground being broken there soon. But, 
again, another opportunity for the hospitality cavalry to 
come charging in and our people being fairly and con-
scientiously deployed into that element of the econ-
omy. And it will impact on the choice by males, Black 
males, in the accounting field.  

I heard Mr. Terry Lister refer to James being 
the only graduate in the area that Ms. Gordon-
Pamplin and Minister Lister share as professions. And 
that is . . . We do not need to lose the focus there, but 
we certainly need to reverse the occupation trends in 
the country so that worthwhile work is picked up by 
our young Black males, because the energy that you 
are going to release when they stand shoulder-to-
shoulder with their White counterparts, males and fe-
males, is yet untold. It is part of the music that we 
hear in this House, that we work better when we work 
together, the unity message. Thank you, Darius, the 
Honourable Member. 

That has been the message that has shone 
through for me, the focus on the differentials in earn-
ing power, where the rubber really does meet the road 
in this whole field of endeavour.  

There has to be intervention in this country at 
the stage that Dr. Mincy recognised when the male 
applicant is out on the pavement pounding it and is 
taking a longer time to come up with the goods than 
his White counterpart. And there must be intervention 
there to make that period shorter, as equal in terms of 
the periods spent in job hunting and job searching as 
his White counterpart. There must be intervention at 
the enrolment stage or at the employment stage. And 
so that will go some way to evening out and introduc-
ing social justice into an uneven picture at the present. 

Mr. Speaker, during the canvass two Satur-
days ago, I learnt that the clients who walk into our 
Labour and Training Office manifest the very kinds of 
behaviours and conditions. They come in, and they 
are not even ready to be employed because they are 

so stressed, I am advised. They are so psychologi-
cally bummed out, I am advised. They have such is-
sues, I am advised. Those issues have to be dealt 
with even before they are in there on a rotating basis, 
almost zombie-like, not clear at all because of their 
stress, obviously driven by their unemployment.  

But it is so clinical, the problems that they are 
facing. This is the hurt that needs to be addressed, 
Mr. Speaker. We cannot keep going on this way in 
this country and expect not to have violence, despair. 
You are going to get the entire range of behaviour in 
the current malady that we experience in this country. 
It will go from everything from depression, idleness, 
the wall-sitting, to gun-toting, enforcing of my new way 
of making money in the country. This is what we are 
facing. 

So intervention at the enrolment stage is nec-
essary for justice in employment. And in dealing with 
the true stakeholders, these employers who are mak-
ing these crappy decisions, these unjust decisions, all 
in the name of rampant consumption, must be regu-
lated by better legislation, statutory employment prac-
tices. It would be nice if they would get their acts to-
gether voluntarily. But if they do not, then the em-
ployment laws, which have gone a little further over 
the years, with the Employment Act and appertained 
before 1999. But if the problem persists, then these 
must be areas of activity. These must be areas of 
statutory activity that we must pursue. This is an im-
portant remedy. 

Mr. Speaker, we have to reposition our males 
in the economy. And, Mr. Speaker, that is the light that 
the Report has shone for me. This is the light of the 
Report and the issue on which the light has been 
shown by the Report. And I hope that we can find the 
ability to act with an initiative that is not only bold and 
resourced, but that is dynamic and successful.  

Thank you. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS BY THE SPEAKER 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister Scott, the Honour-
able and Learned Member from Sandys North.  

Just before I call upon the next speaker, I just 
want to acknowledge in the Visitors Gallery the former 
Member of Parliament Mr. S. A. Morton, who is ob-
serving us. 
 
[Desk thumping] 
 
The Speaker: I recognise the Honourable Member 
Mrs. Gordon-Pamplin from Paget West.  

Mrs. Gordon-Pamplin has the floor. 
 
Mrs. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker.  

Mr. Speaker, it gives me pleasure to be able 
to contribute to this debate this afternoon, “The Study 
of Employment, Earnings, and Educational Gaps be-
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tween Young Black Bermudian Males and Their 
Same-Age Peers.”  

Mr. Speaker, I am going to start at the back 
end of this debate. While the Report focuses on our 
young Black males, let me link this from a practical 
and very real situation as it obtains in our country to-
day, and how this will impact on the back end with our 
young Black males. 

Mr. Speaker, we have, as we speak, major 
contracts that have been offered—not to Black con-
tractors, but to others. As a result . . . Some major. I 
am not saying all; I said some. As a result you will 
find, Mr. Speaker, that some of our young Black males 
are looking at the disappointment on the faces of their 
fathers, who may deem to be equally as equipped and 
capable, but who have not been given those con-
tracts, Mr. Speaker. 

Mr. Speaker, when that situation obtains, we 
look a little wider and broader at how things have de-
veloped in the country. We have heard truck drivers 
lamenting, pining and almost being drawn to tears, Mr. 
Speaker, because larger container conveyors have 
been permitted on our roads in some major Govern-
ment initiatives and projects when the small truck 
owner was begging for work and was left by the way-
side. When that happens, Mr. Speaker, the son of that 
trucker who does not get work in this country is look-
ing on. 

Now, that father perhaps is a little more resil-
ient than the son. But the impression that is being left 
by the lack of opportunity is profound on that young 
man when he looks at his dad and his dad’s disap-
pointment. So, Mr. Speaker, when that young man 
says, My daddy cannot do it. He has worked his entire 
life. He has bought his truck. He has put himself out 
there. He has applied in every way, shape, or form to 
try to get a slice of this pie, and he is still being ostra-
cised, left out, not considered. What is the point for 
me? What is the point for me? And what you end up 
with, Mr. Speaker, is despair at the front end, even 
before the proper adult and growing-up processes 
kick into full force.  

And that is the impact that the decisions that 
we make have on some of our young Black men. And 
as a result, Mr. Speaker, you may find that some are 
saying, This makes no sense in the final analysis. 
Why am I going to exert the effort and energy at this 
stage of the game to make myself better? Because I 
can see my daddy’s experiences. I am not going to 
make it any better. So who cares? And therein lies 
some of the challenges that we have because the atti-
tudes now become the driving force behind how some 
of our young Black men respond to those particular 
challenges. 
 Some of it reflects in anti-social activities. 
Some of it reflects in just plain I don’t care, even if not 
anti-social, but certainly nonproductive. And it’s that 
nonproductive attitude that when you get these dis-
parities in earnings one can understand it. It’s called 

“despair.” What we have to do as a country is offer a 
better degree of hope for our young Black men, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I had an occasion to have a chat 
with a young Black man, and this is a personal ex-
perience. He is Bermudian, but went to school in the 
United States to learn motor mechanics. Having 
graduated with the requisite certificate to say that he 
was now appropriately trained, he made the determi-
nation that he is going to work in this field for which he 
is trained. He went to work for a motor mechanic com-
pany, I think you call them Pep Boys, or whatever 
(you see them advertised on the television), and he 
decided that the salary he was earning working in that 
environment was not enough.  
 He thought, I’ve really paid my dues. I have 
studied, I have gotten a job, but I am not earning 
enough money. 
 He was living with parents.  His responsibility 
was to make sure that his cell phone was kept on. 
That was all he had to do. Make a small contribution 
to the household, which is reasonable, but make sure 
that his cell phone was paid for, because the parents 
were not paying for the cell phone. 
 Well, this youngster decided that he was not 
earning enough money. He wanted to move from the 
job where he was and go to work for one of the pre-
eminent car dealers in their garage; eminently quali-
fied so to do, but chose to work for the Mercedes re-
pair department. 
 What did he do? He made the application to 
Mercedes and went back home and before there was 
any further consideration of his application he quit the 
job he had. So he has now quit the job, Mr. Speaker. 
He has no income to pay for his cell phone. So, when 
the Mercedes people are going to call him to say 
come for an interview, he has no lifeline to reality. 
 
The Speaker: He shut down. 
 
Mrs. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: He shut down, 
excluded from the process because of initial frustra-
tions. 
 These are the types of decisions that come 
when one stops to see the frustration and the despair 
on the faces of their parents who they think are not 
getting their fair shot at the things that are going on 
around them. That is the impact of what our decisions 
are on our young people. 
 So, when we look at earnings disparity, Mr. 
Speaker, I have to say that from the outset I am a little 
. . . I wouldn’t say “suspicious.” Just a little concerned 
and a little disappointed that a report that speaks to 
the issue of young men on the wall has very little first-
hand interviews with those young Black men who are 
sitting on the wall. If that is the subject of your report, 
one would assume that that would have been the ma-
jor focal points of your interviews. And to determine 
the thought processes that go into the decisions to sit 
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on the wall and whether, in fact, the disparity in earn-
ings between a Black young man and his White coun-
terpart is featured in that decision.  
 Mr. Speaker, we know that when one goes 
through the high school system, and we heard the 
Education Minister speak to the benefits that obtain as 
far as facilities for our young people to be able to learn 
and equip themselves for technical type training and 
whatever other type training exists. CedarBridge was 
built with the idea of ensuring that they had state-of-
the-art, first class capabilities for our young people to 
learn technical things. Berkeley Institute has come 
along and has mirrored the image and done equally 
as well, if not better, in terms of facilities. But not just 
on a technical capacity. The learning facilities are 
there for white-collar jobs, not just blue-collar jobs.  
  Mr. Speaker, when our young people get into 
that environment . . . and there is something that is 
fundamentally missing. And that is that link between 
the nurturing and caring and recognition of the issues 
that some of our young people bring to the equation. 
They are getting left at the starting line. And one has 
to look at a familial attitude in terms of bringing up 
one’s children. 
 Mr. Speaker, you will probably be aware that 
in certain households when your children are two and 
three there are these great big birthday parties for 
them. Most of them don’t have a clue. First of all it 
starts with the Christening. You go to church, you 
christen this baby and there is this great big party. The 
infant knows nothing about it. 
 
The Speaker: It’s for the adults. 
 
Mrs. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: It is for the adults. 
 You get to birthday party number one and 
birthday party number two, and by birthday party 
number five, Mr. Speaker, you have had five birthdays 
where you have spent an inordinate amount of money 
to entertain whom? At five years old this child does 
not remember whether they had a fifth birthday party 
or not. 
 But what happens in terms of attitudes?  The 
mindset that says that creature comforts will be given 
to you just by way of rights—you were born, therefore 
you are, therefore you have. And that is an attitude 
that many of us bring into our family environment. But 
when you look predominately . . . and let me just 
speak for a second on the gifts that come along with 
the process. 
 There is the $55, $75 truck that the five-year 
old has to have. It is all building the attitude and mind-
set of value. And then there has to be the play cell 
phone at five; real cell phone by the time they get to 
eight and nine. Parents would have you believe that 
this is their way of ensuring they can contact their 
child, but one wonders about that thought process.  
 And you look at what is expended by way of 
consumer goods on some of our young Black chil-

dren. But look at their counterparts in the White soci-
ety, Mr. Speaker. When a lot of the White children get 
to five and six, they may have birthday parties and 
birthday presents up to that point in time, but I can tell 
you, and I learned it firsthand when my younger son 
reached the age of 10, there are no more birthday 
parties and presents. It is share certificates, because 
that’s the attitude. 
 And it gives one a different thought and a dif-
ferent value system and a different attitude with re-
spect to what is important. So, the sort of consumer 
goods and the wasting assets that one would get is no 
longer important and does not form part and parcel of 
what a child thinks that they must have in order to 
succeed. So our children are starting off from a basis 
where we are spending money on creature comforts 
and disposable things and depreciating assets for 
them when their counterparts’ parents are being far 
more pragmatic and are giving them things that will 
appreciate in value. 
 There was a powerful sermon that was once 
preached by Reverend Floyd Flake [PHONETIC]. And 
part and parcel of their Sunday sermons, Mr. Speaker, 
is not just the message and the word from the Bible. It 
is a practical lesson in reality and financing. And the 
one thing he would say to his congregation, “Don’t 
concentrate on depreciating assets. Invest your 
money in appreciating assets.” 
 We are starting our children off on the wrong 
foot with a level of disparity in not just earnings, but a 
disparity in worth in the ability to determine value. So, 
if they are starting off on the wrong foot, and they see 
their counterparts galloping down the lane and they 
are still standing at the starting block, then frustration 
sets in. Therein lies some of the results of that frustra-
tion—anti-social behaviour and behaviours that sug-
gest that the only way to catch up or keep up from a 
monetary value perspective is to do things that are 
clandestine, that are unacceptable and that are most 
likely illegal. And those are the kinds of attitudes that 
start to build from very young. 
 So, if we do not have an approach with our 
young people that says to them, Let’s forget about the 
fineries of life and get what goes between your ears 
first and foremost, then they can start off with an abil-
ity to be at least . . . notwithstanding what history may 
have done, but they can certainly start off with their 
peers today and say, We can start down the track on 
the same path. But a lot has to do with family attitude.  
 Mr. Speaker, if one listens to the rhetoric . . . I 
perhaps may be the least equipped to talk about rais-
ing young Black men. And I say that from the perspec-
tive that some of our colleagues earlier indicated that 
a woman cannot teach a young Black boy how to be-
come a young Black man, because women are struc-
tured differently. We are wired differently. We think 
differently. We perhaps have an aggression that our 
young Black men do not posses naturally. Mr. 
Speaker, notwithstanding whether I am capable or I 
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am not capable of taking that quantum leap from be-
ing a woman attempting to raise two sons . . . I can tell 
you that I believe I am eminently qualified to assist in 
raising young Black men. And I say that from the per-
spective that it takes, as I think the Honourable Mem-
ber, Mr. Dale Butler, indicated earlier in his presenta-
tion, a little bit of caring. It takes some toughness, but 
it takes setting some boundaries. 
 Once you establish the boundaries and your 
young people know what your expectations are then 
they are going to start down on the right road to where 
you need for them to go.  

We have to ensure that our young people are 
taught an entrepreneurial spirit. Not just the ability to 
say, Let me go out and let me work for somebody,  
and then bemoan the fact that the White boy sitting at 
the desk next to them is earning more. When, in fact, I 
believe the Honourable Member, Terry Lister, men-
tioned earlier how during his school days that those 
who were learning technical trades were looked down 
on, while those of us who were “academic” were 
meant to be the crème de la crème. However, in ret-
rospect, once you look at the reality of it, that toilet 
needs to flush whether you sit at a desk as an ac-
countant earning $500,000 a year, or not.  

So, who are you going to call? You are going 
to call that artisan whose expertise has caused him to 
train in that area, who has become the entrepreneur 
for whom we are now keeping the books, Mr. 
Speaker, who is now running circles around our earn-
ing ability notwithstanding that we were the “intellec-
tuals” and they were the tradesmen. 

Mr. Speaker, when those attitudes permeate 
and become our raison d'être to ensure that the field 
is level, then we have the ability to keep that gap a 
little closer than what might be suggested by the 
Mincy Report.  

I have to say also that in reading the Report, 
Mr. Speaker, I was a little disappointed that the pre-
dominant references at the back are mostly American 
references. And I think that, as one of my honourable 
colleagues mentioned earlier, there is enough local 
content to be able to compare our specific and unique 
position to that which obtains in other larger jurisdic-
tions. However, that having been said, I don’t wish to 
negate the entire Report, because it does have value.  

Mr. Speaker, I can tell you that a lot lies in an 
attitude. We seem to have at this point in time a “miss-
ing link.” And what is the missing link?  

Mr. Speaker, look around this Chamber. How 
many of us were students who went to Berkeley’s and 
came up through the elementary school process? We 
took the 11-plus examination. We were able to suc-
ceed or not. We were able to get into Berkeley or not, 
or whatever other school was the school of our choice 
or our abilities at the time. And then somebody, in 
their infinite wisdom, came along and decided that our 
little children can’t be so stressed out to take an 11-

plus examination so we have to do things differently. 
We have to take the pressure off of our children. 

 But you look around this Chamber Mr. 
Speaker, at the numbers of us who were the benefici-
aries of the toughness that came with the educational 
system as it used to exist. And then we dummy it 
down to make life a little bit easier so as not to stress 
our wonderful, little precious infants, and then find that 
we get to today and now and start to lament the fact 
that there is a group that has galloped ahead of our 
children and are doing better. And, therefore, we have 
fallen between the cracks. 

That missing link says that something must 
have gone right, to me, for the system to produce the 
excellence that we share in this Honourable Chamber 
and down to a situation where this Report of the 18 
interviewees that they had, that many of them cannot 
read effectively, cannot speak effectively, and cannot 
string a sentence together. 
 When you hear somebody on the receiving 
end of a question, and they come back to you and 
they say, Well, you know, like, that’s the way it is, like, 
you know, ’cause like, you know . . . That is just the 
way that we permitted slovenly habits to permeate our 
attitudes and our surroundings. And with those slov-
enly habits we wonder why. When you have a child 
who is being sent to a private school and very often 
when you have these children who are being sent to 
private schools, especially those who come from the 
expat communities, many of them have their school 
fees paid for by their employers as part and parcel of 
the package. 
 So, whereas you may find that a local parent 
is having to struggle to meet the school fees to give 
the child that level of excellence, sometimes it is not 
quite attainable because that field is not level. But the 
one thing that you will find, Mr. Speaker, is that the 
excellence that is demanded in some of the private 
school environments is such that we have to ensure 
that the public school environment at least reaches 
that level, because that is something over which we 
do have control. 
 
The Speaker: You missed that programme a couple 
of weeks ago. 
 
Mrs. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: I am not— 
 
The Speaker: Students from CedarBridge Academy 
and Berkeley. 
 
Mrs. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: I am only referring 
specifically . . . I did see a programme with some of 
them— 
 
The Speaker: [inaudible] programme. 
 
Mrs. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: I did see a pro-
gramme, and I don’t know if that was the Wednesday 
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night programme with Gina Spence-Farmer [PHO-
NETIC] and a group of people. I did see a programme 
with them. 
 But when you look to the Mincy Report and 
the [INAUDIBLE 19:17:55] with the young people with 
whom they communicated to form part and parcel with 
this study, you can see that there is something sadly 
lacking. 
 So, what we need ensure is that whatever the 
link was that caused the level of excellence that we 
have in this Honourable Chamber that we are not 
missing it. I can tell you, Mr. Speaker, notwithstanding 
that we are looking to our young people for our future, 
with some of them with the level of the intellect that 
they have shown in their interviews, that is not the sort 
of person with whom you would feel comfortable leav-
ing your future. 
 You would want to know that there is at least 
a little bit more ability, I guess, to wrap around at least 
a cogent thought, if nothing else. And to not consider 
it important that, Well, I got issues because my trou-
sers were down too far and . . . you know, focus on 
important issue. And therein lies the parenting. 
 Mr. Speaker, we heard an Honourable Mem-
ber mention earlier that a lot of times in the old days 
your parents demanded from you education. I believe 
it was the Honourable Member, [Everard] Bob Rich-
ards. Your parents demanded. They sent you out on a 
mission to be educated. And you came home with 
nothing less than that, because woes betide if you did. 
 But, Mr. Speaker, if we don’t have that impe-
tus, that drive, behind us, then we have to start exam-
ining not the disparity between our young Black males 
and their White counterparts, what we have to start 
looking at is our parental attitudes and responsibilities. 
If we are not taking the time to step out and say to our 
children, This is what I demand, then we are failing 
our children. It is not about the racial disparity that’s 
failing them; we are failing them in failing to demand a 
level of excellence that they will need in order to en-
sure that they are where they need to be as young 
people with the earning ability whether working for 
somebody or taking the entrepreneurial step that they 
would need in order to bridge that gap. 
 Mr. Speaker, there is a saying that goes, If 
education is expensive, try ignorance. And I think that 
very often we lose sight of that fact as parents and we 
lose sight and just lose a grip on our responsibilities to 
ensure that our children toe the line, we set clear lines 
of expectations and we ensure that they reach those 
levels. 
 Mr. Speaker, as I said earlier, I have two 
sons. And I can tell you that as a parent when parents 
go to school and they challenge teachers about how 
the teacher is interacting with their child . . . that’s not 
the type of parent I am. My son comes home and 
says, Momma this . . . “What did you do?” That’s the 
first question. “I am not interested in anybody else 

taking responsibility for your actions. I need to know 
what did you do.” 
 I heard Mr. Lister talk about the mommas that 
will sit in the back of the courts saying “Jude, I’ll pay.” 
Mr. Speaker, I always say that I could never defini-
tively hand-on-heart say that my children will not do. 
So you never know if they are going to end up in what 
circumstances based on the choices that they have 
made. So I am not the kind of parent to say, “Not my 
child.”  But I can tell you one thing, Mr. Speaker, with-
out fear of contradiction. My two boys would abso-
lutely not do. And that is that they would not call me if 
they run into problems! I am not the one. And they 
know it.  

And because of that, Mr. Speaker, it is like, 
the older son says to the younger son, “Boy, don’t 
mess with momma, she doesn’t have any sense.” And 
while that may be deemed to be disrespectful on 
some fronts, I consider it my badge of honour. It says 
to my boys . . . my boys say one to the other, “We 
have to ban together and make sure that we excel 
together as siblings to ensure that momma doesn’t 
have to come and embarrass either one of us in the 
street! Because they know momma is crazy in that 
regard. 
 So, when you set the standards, Mr. Speaker, 
and allow your children to know that this is the level 
that they have to reach, they are not going to fall shy 
of it. And they are not going to come home and say, 
“Johnny, sitting at the desk next to me, is earning 
more money that I am.” Well, you are going to have to 
come and tell me what the reason is. Where is 
Johnny’s ability any better than yours? And if Johnny 
has an ability that is better than yours, then I expect 
you to go and educate yourself to reach that level. 
That helps to diminish the gap and the disparity be-
tween earnings in same-age peers. 
 So, we want to ensure that if we have the em-
pirical evidence that says that one group is disadvan-
taged wholesale, then we have to start looking at 
Government policies. We heard one Honourable 
Member earlier indicate that we have people on job 
sites that are paid less because the employer is willing 
to pay them less. I can share a story with my honour-
able counterpart, the Honourable Derrick Burgess. He 
had occasion to share in a public meeting where he 
went onto a job site and there was no English spoken 
on the job site. This is a construction site in Bermuda 
in today’s day and age. The Honourable Member was 
dumbfounded that such a thing could obtain.  

Well, I say, in those types of situations we 
have the ability to put stop on things like that because 
we have immigration controls. We have rules and 
regulations. And once we make sure that we have 
sufficient officers and inspectors and investigators to 
go out, we should not have in Bermuda some unem-
ployed people who are now lamenting the fact that 
they do not have the money and can’t make ends 
meet because there are foreigners who are willing to 
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take less. Well, this earnings disparity, Mr. Speaker, is 
a challenge with which we have to live, but it is not 
something that is insurmountable. 
 We have the ability, we certainly have the 
minds, we have the intellect that we can put the proc-
esses in place to ensure that we are not further disad-
vantaged down that road to say that foreigners are 
doing better than we are in our country, that our White 
counterparts are doing better than we are in our coun-
try, Mr. Speaker.  

And all I can say by way of wrapping is that 
the Mincy Report on page 206 spoke to the intern-
ships that are offered to try to help to ameliorate the 
situation of the disparities. All I would suggest, Mr. 
Speaker, in my final minute, is that the internships that 
are offered at the back end may be too little too late. 
We want to ensure that we catch the problem at the 
front end but it has to be done with a shift in mindset 
and an ability to capture what is important as basic 
values. Once we are able to establish the value sys-
tem within our young people, Mr. Speaker, you can be 
assured that this boogeyman of disparity based only 
on race will find its way out the door. 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Mrs. Gordon-Pamplin, from 
Paget West. 
 I am going to take the Honourable Member, 
Mr. K. Horton from Southampton West. He has been 
trying for awhile to get it. 
 The Honourable Member, Mr. K. Horton, from 
Southampton West has the floor. 
 
Hon. K. H. Randolph Horton: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker, for the opportunity to weigh in on this debate 
with reference to the Mincy Report, which was tabled 
by the Premier and, of course, which the Premier led 
the presentation of today. 
 Mr. Speaker, first of all, I am very pleased to 
see the Report. But I must say that the Report that Dr. 
Mincy has brought really does not tell us much of what 
we don’t already know. I don’t think it tells us much 
that we don’t know. We have had many reports before 
that have dealt with much of the similarity that Mincy 
speaks to. But I must say, Mr. Speaker, that the Re-
port does, in fact, provide for us some solid quantita-
tive data to support the findings and support some of 
the positions that many have taken with regard to 
young Black males in our community. Unfortunately, 
Mr. Speaker, the qualitative analysis that comes with 
the Report is not very strong at all.  

Mr. Speaker, when we look at the size of our 
community and when we look at the growth that we 
are actually questioned to support the qualitative 
analysis, it is very difficult to take the findings of that 
qualitative analysis as firmly as one might take had 
the questioning been much broader. Certainly, as the 
statistician, anyone who is a statistician who does sta-
tistical research would know that to talk to 18 young 

people and comment and make positions based on 
just that is not well founded at all. 
 But, Mr. Speaker, the Report is important be-
cause the Report has brought to light many of the 
things that we had talked about before. Our boys have 
struggled. And our boys continue to struggle in this 
country. Boys’ problems in schools is a growing crisis 
not only here in Bermuda, but is a growing crisis 
across the United States of America. It is a growing 
crisis in Europe. Boys need attention in order that we 
can bring and develop in them their greatest potential. 
 When we talk about education for boys, Mr. 
Speaker . . . and I have to go back and take a step 
back to Warwick Secondary School. And I do this a 
lot. But when I look back to Warwick Secondary 
School and I look at what was done for boys, one of 
the most important things about that school was that 
50 per cent of the staff was male. And I made sure it 
stayed that way all the time that I was the principal 
there. Close to 50 per cent of the teachers in that 
school were always male. And that had a significant 
impact on our boys.  

At that time a large number of parents wanted 
to send their children . . . we turned away many boys. 
Parents wanted to send their boys there. And a lot of it 
had to do [with the fact that] we had males on the 
staff. I have to tell you of some of the people who 
helped make that school great. People like Earl Hart, 
Joey Robinson, Raul Frederick, Daniel Anemya 
[PHONETIC], from Africa. We had Danny Seymour, 
Clint Smith, Lloyd Mathew, Lloyd James, Colin Blade, 
Sydney Morris [PHONETIC], who became a Member 
of Parliament down in the Caribbean. We had Robert 
Stead, Craig Simons [PHONETIC], who is at the Ber-
muda College now as an economist. We had all these 
men came through and these men touched the young 
boys that came into that school and there was an ex-
ample set there that they could say, This is the way 
that I need to grow up to be as a young man. 

And the fact that the males understood the 
boys so much . . . and that’s why the people made the 
choice, Mr. Speaker, to send their children there. So 
one of the things that we need to do in our system is 
go about a strong and serious recruitment process in 
order to get males in our schools. 

 
An Hon. Member: Hear, hear! 
  
Hon. K. H. Randolph Horton: We need a serious 
attack, and a serious ability for us to go out and get 
these males in our schools. 
 When I look around and see some of the 
young men who came through our school, it just 
makes me feel so good.  
 Another thing I would like to speak to, which is 
important as we deal with our young males. As we 
deal with young men, some who may not necessarily 
be going to college because let’s face the facts, not 
every young man who comes into a school is going to 
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be going to college. So what a quality education does 
is provide the appropriate education for the young 
people who pass through that school.  
 And “appropriate” does not mean to say that 
that young person has to come out with 10 A Levels 
or 11 A Levels. It is not going to happen that way, Mr. 
Speaker. So as professionals we have to understand 
these young people as they come in. And we must 
find out, as we look at them, what they like. What do 
they like? What do they enjoy? And if you find that 
there is something that they enjoy, use that, Mr. 
Speaker. Use that to help develop them, to help them 
build the self-esteem that they need in order to walk 
out into the community as well honed citizens. 
 I will give you an example: I can speak to a 
young man now going through school I will never for-
get. The teacher said, “Oh this boy is just a nuisance. 
A waste of time.” He came to my office several times. 
 I found out the boy liked construction. So what 
did we do? We had him come to school mornings. In 
the afternoons he went out and did construction. To-
day he is running his own business. Yet he was 
tagged . . . Oh, he couldn’t do anything.  
 Oh yes he could! And so can every single 
young person who comes through our system. They 
can do something. And our responsibility is . . . and 
our education system has a responsibility. And that is 
to find out what it is that they can do. And then exploit 
it. Build on it. Take one brick at a time and build the 
house you want to see. 
 So, Mr. Speaker, our young boys are having 
challenges, but we can stop it. And we can stop it on 
the front end, Mr. Speaker. I would like to take us to 
July of 2008, and one of the last things I did as Minis-
ter of Education. July of 2008, I believe, because the 
famous day for me was November 4, 2008. In fact, I 
will tell you what happened that day. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. K. H. Randolph Horton: Oh yes, absolutely. 
 Barack Obama became the President of the 
United States of America. But there are other things 
that happened as well. 
 
[Inaudible interjections and laughter] 
 
Hon. K. H. Randolph Horton: Other things happened 
as well. Absolutely. 
 Mr. Speaker, I refer to the amendment to the 
Education Act. Education Amendment Act 2008. And 
it says, “Students at risk of academic failure.” It says, 
“Every school shall identify each of its students who is 
at risk of academic failure.”  

Are we doing this, Mr. Speaker? Because this 
is what we need to do—early. We must find out those 
who are at risk. 
 It says, “Identification shall occur as early as 
possible and may be based on grades, observations, 

curriculum-based assessment and other factors that 
impact student performance as considered appropri-
ate by principals and teachers at any time, without 
having to wait for testing at the end of a school year.” 
 In fact, it says, “In this section, a ‘student who 
is at risk of academic failure’ means a student who is 
not at least at grade level according to the curriculum 
standards . . .” 
 This shows, that the Government is, in fact, 
seeing the importance of us dealing with these young 
people early on so that we don’t get what we have 
today—the rampant violence and the young people 
having the challenges that we have in jobs. 
 As I go on, I have to go to yesterday at the 
Bermuda College. I had the opportunity to attend the 
graduation ceremony. The guest speaker, Sarah 
Tucker-Jackson . . . what a message she gave to 
those young people. As I said earlier this morning, she 
did not mince her words. She talked to them about the 
path that they need to take. She talked to them about 
what I call the “good orderly direction” that young 
people need to have. They need God in their life.  

They need good orderly direction, Mr. 
Speaker. And only [those] here and all those adults 
who they come into contact with, whether it be their 
parents or whether it be their teachers or profession-
als in other areas that they come into contact with, 
have to provide a map. A map has to be provided for 
these young people. Some of them need to be told, 
“This is the map that you have to follow in order to get 
from A to B so that you can have success in your life, 
so that you can have a good family, so that you can 
own your own business.” I heard speakers say that 
earlier. 

But the one thing that is important is that we 
cannot make excuses for our young people. We can-
not. I see it every day at the Fairmont Hamilton Prin-
cess where young people come looking for a job. How 
do you expect to get a job when you come with your 
pants hanging and half your backside is hanging out? 
How do you expect someone to employ you? That 
doesn’t have anything to do with race. That has noth-
ing to do with race at all; it has to do with knowing how 
to follow the map. And the thing is, have they been 
shown the map? Because it may not be their fault. 
Maybe they haven’t seen the map. Maybe there is no 
one that they have come upon who has the time to 
take and show them the map that they need to follow 
in order to have success. So let’s not make excuses 
for our young people. If they are having trouble, let’s 
work with them; but don’t make the excuse, “because 
of the way they are.” 

Get hold of them and help to lift them up. But 
don’t say it’s because of some racism that a young 
person is not being hired in certain places. I am not 
saying that that doesn’t happen, Mr. Speaker, be-
cause I am sure it does happen in some places. But it 
is not something that we as legislators need to stand 



246 21 May 2010 Official Hansard Report 
 

 House of Assembly 

here and say because we cannot. It is not prevalent in 
our community.  

We have made significant progress from 
those days when that was happening. I am not saying 
institutional racism is gone completely. Of course it 
hasn’t. But, Mr. Speaker, we have made significant 
strides in this country. And we need our young people 
to understand and know that. And much of it has 
come because of this Progressive Labour Party, and 
because of the leadership of people who even came 
before us, like L. Frederick Wade who was mentioned 
this morning. The Honourable Eugene Cox. These 
honourable men who came before us who set stan-
dards, Mr. Speaker, for all of us sitting in this House to 
follow. 

Yes, they showed us road maps, those of us 
who are up here. They showed us road maps in terms 
of how we can be the best possible representatives 
for the people of our country. And that means that all 
the time and every time we come before this House, 
whatever we do, we are doing it in the interests of im-
proving the quality of life of every single citizen in our 
country. 

What is it, Mr. Speaker, that we can do? Be-
cause that’s what’s important. Mr. Mincy talked about 
all the problems. What are we going to do? And I 
mentioned, in fact, what education is doing. And I am 
confident that the education system will improve. With 
our eye on the correct ball it will improve. If we will 
ensure that we . . . Mr. Speaker, what is so important 
is that we have the expectation that young people out 
there will be able to do well. Right now we go into 
schools, teachers don’t expect . . . they look at some 
children and say, Oh, he ain’t gonna do anything. That 
Horton boy? Oh another Horton? He ain’t going no-
where. He is going to amount to nothing. 

I’ve had that. Oh, I have had that said to me 
straight up. I couldn’t wait until I got back from college 
to see that teacher that told me that. I saw her in the 
street. I couldn’t wait to see her. I didn’t say anything 
to her. I just let her know . . . you know, as I walked 
past. I stood tall and shoulders back. “This is 
Randolph. Remember Randolph? Randolph Horton. 
Remember me? Form Four at Berkeley.” 

Yes, Form Four. It wasn’t even West or East. 
It was just Form Four.  

 
[Inaudible interjections and laughter] 
 
Hon. K. H. Randolph Horton: So, Mr. Speaker, in our 
school system we have to find out where the young 
people are good and build on it. We have heard coun-
sellors, and I agree that we need to have counsellors 
in the schools. But I have to add here, Mr. Speaker, 
that every teacher has to be a counsellor. If you are a 
good teacher, you are a counsellor. 
 I hear all this talk about not enough counsel-
lors in the schools. Let me say this: I taught as well. In 
the classroom I was always a counsellor. And any 

good teacher is a counsellor. I will say that. I throw 
that challenge out to the teachers. Don’t blame it on 
the fact that you don’t have enough counsellors in the 
schools. You’ve gone away. You’ve trained as a 
teacher. You should know what is available in this 
community in terms of jobs. If you are in education, 
you should know it. Don’t look to the one counsellor 
that is in the school because the counsellor is not go-
ing to be able to get to everybody.  

Mr. Speaker, one of the things I am going to 
recommend that we need to see as well, is semantics, 
especially for our young Black boys.  

I saw where in Ossining New York they were 
having problems with young Black males as well. One 
of the things they did was set up a mentoring pro-
gramme so that every young boy had a mentor. And if 
possible a male mentor. But it was young Black boys 
so, if it was not a male, then they had a Black female. 
As a result of that, they have seen significant im-
provements in those students in that particular school. 

So we hold the hands of these young people. 
If you are a mentor it means that somebody cares. 
That’s what that says. You have YouthNet around. 
YouthNet does a great job in our country. Big Broth-
ers, Big Sisters does a great job in this country, right. 
But I think we can extend this in the schools. Let us as 
teachers mentor these young students. Pick young 
students and let’s mentor them, help them. Let’s be 
continually on it; don’t let them just go, because that’s 
what happens too much, Mr. Speaker. We let them go 
and where do they end up? 

We let them go without showing them the 
map, therefore they have nowhere to go. It’s like if you 
don’t know what port you are sailing to, then any wind 
will do, Mr. Speaker. We want to show them what port 
they need to be going in, and I think that we have a 
great responsibility . . . again, it’s not just for schools. 
No. I am not saying it is just for schools. But I am tell-
ing you that the schools can have a hell of an impact. 
And I have seen, Mr. Speaker, the impact that schools 
can have for young people who don’t get the right di-
rection at home, but who go on and become out-
standing individuals because of the intervention of the 
teacher. 

Mr. Speaker, it is always the intervention of 
someone in your life that leads to success. It is a story 
. . . I may have told it in here before. It is a story, and 
you have probably all heard it, about the Rutgers Uni-
versity student. The guy is going from Harlem driving 
through the Midtown Tunnel and down through the 
Bowery and comes up to the light, stops at the light 
and he sees this guy washing his window. You know? 
So the guy is washing his window. And just to fast 
forward, when he went to defend his dissertation he 
broke down crying three times, and went in and out. 
Finally he told the professor what the story about hap-
pened. When he stopped at that stoplight in the Bow-
ery the windows were being wiped and he looked at 
him and it was a guy who was in his class. It was a 
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classmate of his. He said, “Had it not been for the in-
tervention of a Baptist Preacher that could have been 
me.” 

 Mr. Speaker, I am here to say we need some 
more intervention in our country for our young people. 
We need more intervention from people like us who sit 
on this floor. More intervention from our teachers. 
More intervention from our doctors and our lawyers, 
from our accountants. More intervention so that we 
can help our young people not get on the path where 
any wind would do.  

Mr. Speaker, how much time do I have left. 
 
The Speaker: Six minutes. 
 
Hon. K. H. Randolph Horton: Six minutes? 
 Mr. Speaker, I want to talk about something 
else that I think is important that I would like to see 
more of. And it has to do with sports in schools.  
 That is one thing that a lot of young males, 
young Black males in particular, like. They love sport. 
What I would like to see is more of an organised con-
text, an organised connect between schools and the 
clubs.  
 I will give you an example. When I was at 
Pembroke Hamilton Club, we were connected with . . . 
McCall Lightbourne [PHONETIC] was in our class and 
he had math to do, Neil Louis [PHONETIC] down at 
PHC made sure that he did his math before he could 
go and play football. That is what I am talking about. 
That is the connect I am talking about. I am talking 
about that.  

At Somerset Cricket Club we were connected 
more with Sandys Secondary School. And when I was 
coaching there we made sure that when students 
came to us they had done their homework. They were 
not having problems at school. As a principal [I] 
worked with the coaches at PHC. We talked about the 
young people. So, not only were we helping them, but 
these young people knew there were people around 
that cared about them.  

People stayed all night sometimes talking to 
them, probably giving up too much time getting in 
trouble, like I used to get in trouble all the time. 
[Laughter] But it is important that . . . and I would like 
to see us build that, make that contact real, you know, 
and bring some structure to it. I think if you can bring 
structure to it through the Bermuda Football Associa-
tion and the clubs, through the Bermuda Cricket 
Board, and the clubs . . . because we know our young 
boys like sports. And let’s use sports to get them. 

I would not be here today, Mr. Speaker, had it 
not been for sport. Had it not been for sport, this guy 
would not be standing up here being able to make this 
speech tonight.  

So, Mr. Speaker, one final thing I want to say . 
. . I wanted to talk about a programme that is coming. 
There is a group looking to set up a performing arts 
school. I want to support that. The Brit School in Eng-

land is an outstanding performing arts school for 
young people to learn all about performing arts and 
then at the end of it, I think we could probably have 
young people . . . and a lot of our people, hey, they 
love to sing. They love to dance. Right? They can play 
music. Let’s use these things. 

A lot of these guys can probably rap, maybe. 
You know, whatever they can do, let’s get them in-
volved in something positive. So I am here to say that 
I am behind the group that is looking to set up a per-
forming arts school because we need something like 
that in our country. We have a lot of young people 
who can sing, dance, play music.  

And a lot of them may be out on that wall, I 
don’t know. But I would think . . . you know I hear 
them talk. And I know they can rap. So, if they can rap 
I am sure they can sing. But, Mr. Speaker, we have an 
opportunity in this country. That’s the way I look at it. 
We have a great opportunity and I would like to see us 
take advantage of it. 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
[Applause] 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Mr. Horton.  
 I was about to recognise the Minister. He’s 
been trying. 
 I recognise the Honourable and Learned 
Member, Mr. Pettingill, from Warwick West. 
 Mr. Pettingill, you have the floor, sir. 
 
Mr. Mark Pettingill: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I enjoyed that speech so much 
from the honourable gentleman that I would have do-
nated some of my minutes to him, if we could do that, 
because I think that he probably had more that he 
would like to say on this. He probably had more he 
would like to say because of his experience.  

Experience is so important, Mr. Speaker. But 
what was especially insightful about it was his recog-
nition of embracing the experiment of the future. If we 
just get stuck on we are going to do it the same old 
way the same old style, and we don’t embrace what’s 
new and what is different and what is forward-thinking, 
Mr. Speaker, we are not going to get anywhere. So, I 
was thankful to hear that. We can’t stay in Jurassic 
Park; we have to move on to new and exciting things.  
 And when it comes to this issue, we have to 
be prepared to look outside of every box to consider 
what we can do to address this problem. We have to 
be prepared to look outside of every box to see what 
we can do together. Experience forward-thinking ex-
periment, forward-thinking passion to make things 
happen. That’s what wisdom is about. 
 We are competing with a problem in this 
country because there is a criminal industry that is 
immediately more gratifying and attractive than the 
hard work that it takes to accomplish other things—to 
be a lawyer, a doctor, to be a person who heads up 
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his own construction company with that type of work.  
There is an industry, argument would say, a $100 mil-
lion drug industry that appears to entice people, espe-
cially our young men fall easily into instant gratifica-
tion.  

How do we captivate them? It’s mainly the 
men. The ladies have some problems with the fact 
that they see the glamour in that, but it’s the men that 
get caught up in the business. So how do we begin to 
compete with that? And motivation has got to be the 
key. 

There is a great joy in teaching. I embrace en-
tirely with the Honourable Member, Mr. Horton, when 
he talks about teaching. I have been a teacher myself, 
Mr. Speaker, and loved it. I would have liked to have 
done more of it. Still enjoy teaching. I love to teach 
pupils law, when I have the opportunity to have law 
pupils. I have always enjoyed the time I spent teach-
ing martial arts. I enjoy coaching youngsters in foot-
ball. 

What you give to students, to pupils, as a 
teacher the reward is what they will give back to you. 
And we need to invigorate our teachers to understand 
the great reward that comes from the joy of teaching. 
And I agree again, we need to have more male role 
models in our schools, our classrooms, our busi-
nesses, that are prepared to take the time to embrace 
young people, to motivate them, to listen to them, to 
be counsellors, as the Honourable Member put it; to 
be friends, to be mentors, to be role models to en-
courage them on a hard path of education, on a diffi-
cult path, but a path that is so much more rewarding 
than buying into the easier approach of succumbing to 
a life of criminality or not achieving what one can 
achieve by obtaining an education.  

Mr. Speaker, I watched a young man recently 
(he wasn’t my client) make the speech to a judge in a 
courtroom. He was caught up. He was going to jail. 
That young man stood there and apologised—
apologised—to his people, Black people, for all of the 
effort that his forefathers had put in to provide him 
with opportunity, how they had suffered, how they had 
strived. And he felt that he had let them all down, not 
just his father and his mother and his church and his 
friends now and people that expected more of him; 
but all of his forefathers who came before. 
 It was one of the most moving things I ever 
heard from a young man in a courtroom, Mr. Speaker, 
that recognition. The judge was certainly moved, be-
cause I saw the degree of time that he was going to 
get tick off as he made that apology in recognising 
that he felt that he had let his people down and that he 
wanted to do more with his life. 
 I went to see him afterwards in a cell. He was 
not my client. I told him, “Young man, I was very 
moved by what you had to say in court today. You 
know, you strike me as somebody who has the poten-
tial to be a lawyer or actually potential to be whatever 
you want to be.” And he said, “Actually, Mr. Pettingill, I 

finished my first year of law school up at the college 
here. But I did not go back.” 
 I was blown away, Madam Speaker. I encour-
aged him that when he was done with his time, and to 
use his time to look at some books to continue to 
study, and hopefully I would see him again and that 
there would be opportunity out there for him, like there 
had been for other people that have found themselves 
in difficult times. 
 For some reason, that young man, as bright 
as he was, had chosen a path of gratification and in-
stant reward as opposed to a harder path. But he had 
the wisdom to do a bit of studying and a bit of re-
search and to realise that there was something very 
profound in the fact that he was letting down more 
than just his immediate family and friends. But he felt 
that he was letting down his people. 
 And recently, I saw a show on television on 
the History Channel, which I like to watch. It was ex-
tremely moving because it dealt with the Civil War and 
how slaves suffered in the South, how families were 
divided and the impact that this had on future genera-
tions. Some people will go, Well, we need to get over 
all that stuff and get on with it. You know? That may 
even be a political thought that sometimes people 
have had, that we need to get on and move forward.  

But, the realisation is that we cannot get on 
and move forward, Mr. Speaker, particularly when it 
comes to this issue of education. We cannot get over 
it until we get our heads around it and begin to under-
stand, as that young man did, the importance of the 
road less traveled, the harder road, the success that 
comes from that, the people that we can aspire to 
be—like that day in 2008, November 4th, Barack 
Obama—that any man can do what he wants to do. 
 We have to be able and prepared to encour-
age our young men to follow that harder path, not give 
up on them, not write them off, not sit by while the 
same old, same old goes on. Because there are men 
out there, like that young man in court that day, that 
can do and recognise some very special things. And I 
have great hope for that young man and for others.   
But it is not enough, Mr. Speaker, just to say here is 
the door. I think of the issue of economic empower-
ment in this country. It is not enough to say, Okay, 
here’s the door and we’ll empower you to do greater 
things in your life.  
 I met a young man recently who has a de-
gree, who has become accomplished and cannot re-
ceive the assistance he so desperately needs to get a 
business up and going to embrace his education. Now 
that’s frustrating for him. And that, more to the point, 
Mr. Speaker, when other young men see that he has 
actually gone and done something and he cannot get 
that next step to get ahead, and he has to go out and 
work another job or a couple of jobs and he is not in 
his chosen profession, they will lose hope. They will 
lose hope that they can accomplish that if that take 
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that road less traveled in education; if they cannot be 
empowered, then to go to the next step. 
 So it is not enough just to talk about we have 
programmes and we have things in place in regard to 
empowerment and say, Oh, there’s the door. You 
have to open the door for people. You have to be pre-
pared to open the door and do all you can to say, here 
it is for you, to bend over backwards to make sure that 
they have opportunity to use their education. 
 Businesses have to be sure that they are not 
just waiting for people to roll up, but out there looking 
to give young men opportunities. Seeing young men, 
like that young man in court, who really recognises 
something and wants to do something with his life, I 
am going and finding him and giving him an opportu-
nity. Not taking the approach, as I think many people 
may do in the business community and in other pro-
fessions and just sit there and say, Well, if they come 
to me, then, you know, we’ll give him a chance. 
 If we really want to make a difference, if we 
really want to be proactive in relation to providing op-
portunities, then we need to go out, if we are in those 
businesses, lawyers, doctors, accountants, construc-
tion, healthcare, retail. Go out and find people and 
say, Would you like an opportunity with me? I see 
some potential in you. I see a light in you that I would 
like to enhance. Come, and let me help you, Come, 
and let me mentor you. Come, and let me provide you 
with some further education. Come, and let me give 
you an opportunity in an area where I think you may 
flourish.    
 When the Honourable Member talks about 
Members of this House and members of our commu-
nity that are accomplished, we have to be prepared to 
go out and go that far and go the extra mile. If we just 
sit back and say, Oh, if they come I’ll give it to them . . 
. to me there is a degree of laziness about that on our 
own part, as people who have the ability to mentor 
and teach and to assist, not to be proactive, not just 
sitting and waiting to see if they come, but going and 
finding them and seeing where they are, talking and 
taking that extra bit of time to see something in a 
young man and say, Hey, you have something going 
on there. Why don’t you come and work with me for 
awhile and we’ll see how it goes. 
 Open that door! Open the door; not just say 
my door is here, you can knock on it, but open it and 
say, Come on, walk through, and let’s see what we 
can do for you. 
 That is the type of approach, Mr. Speaker, 
that is the type of out-of-the-box thing that I don’t think 
we see enough of. I don’t think we see enough of that 
almost aggressive approach to going and getting 
them, saving them from themselves, from a life of 
crime, from a life of laziness, from a life of not achiev-
ing as much potential as is within them to achieve.  
 Mr. Speaker, I think that we have to carefully 
review things like the Report by Dr. Mincy, having had 
the opportunity to look at his other work, here we have 

an approach that is wide-reaching, that touches on the 
core of many, many issues that communities face, but 
particularly that we face in our own community here in 
Bermuda, and offers us direction and solution and 
ideas. As the Honourable Member, Mr. Horton, said, 
we have many reports. We have had many speakers, 
many reviews, and maybe we’ll have some more, and 
that’s important too. It is the action that we take as 
individuals that is going to make the difference with 
regard to implementing this type of vision. It is the ac-
tion that we take. We must be people of action when it 
comes to the problem that we are facing.  
 It is going to take some time. It is not going to 
happen over night. But if we can get one young man 
at a time and set him up as an example for another 
young man, lead from the front like that, we will have 
a knock-on effect, I am sure. And while it will take 
some time, it is a battle; it is a struggle that we must 
win. And we must do all that we can to ensure that we 
win that struggle, or we will have a lost generation. 
And we cannot afford—we cannot afford—to lose a 
generation. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Mr. Pettingill, the Honour-
able and Learned Member from Warwick West. 
 I now recognise the Honourable Member, Mr. 
W. Perinchief, from Pembroke Central. 
 Mr. Perinchief has the floor. 
 
Hon. Wayne N. M. Perinchief: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 I welcome the opportunity to speak to this Re-
port from Dr. Mincy and his cohorts.  
 The genealogy and beginning of this study on 
Black males actually started with, to my knowledge 
Ralph Commissiong who implored me and lobbied me 
and our Progressive Labour Party caucus to look at 
the problem as it related to Black males. It took a lot of 
time before it got any traction. And after persistent 
lobbying the Honourable Alex Scott agreed in principle 
to allow a preliminary study made. And then it was my 
task, and Ralph’s, to provide a mechanism to start the 
process. And we immediately, after some reflection, 
spoke to Professor Roy Wright, who had recently re-
tired from the Bermuda College.  
 Dr. Wright, with some resources provided by 
the Government, embarked on a preliminary study on 
the plight of young Black males and the disparity that 
appeared in their development and progress in this 
country as opposed to their White cohorts and, in-
deed, as opposed to Black females. 
 Once this report was delivered, he did it in a 
very short time and under great pressure to produce a 
report which he said and acknowledged had deficien-
cies inasmuch as his data gathering was somewhat 
flawed in that he had to take already existing data 
from our statistical department and correlate that to 
some of the trends that he had noticed and some of 
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the figures that he had collected, and with only himself 
as the researcher, put together a report. And there 
were some very small and minimal flaws in the data 
collection. 
 However, the broad conclusions that he came 
to indicated that there were, indeed, very grave sys-
temic and systematic problems with our Black males 
and their development in this country. Subsequently, 
the Honourable Dr. Ewart Brown, the Premier, called 
for a more in-depth study, one that was properly 
funded and resourced. And the Dr. Mincy Report 
evolved.   
 Just so that the listening public and our par-
liamentarians can remember and reflect on the gene-
alogy and the evolution of this study, I give that infor-
mation with all due, if you like, humility.  
 Nevertheless, Mr. Speaker, I believe that this 
Report is a very well researched report, albeit only 18 
people were interviewed, [and that] has come under 
some criticism as not being a broad enough sampling 
of the cohorts that were being studied. People proba-
bly feel that 18 individuals could not provide enough 
variety to give a broad spectrum of what we perceive. 
However, I would dare say that with the census that 
we are taking some of these questions could be an-
swered. 
 Mr. Speaker, what we are finding in this coun-
try and what we have found in this country, and I be-
lieve that the conclusion we have come to is that there 
are disparities in the development of our young Black 
males when compared with their White counterparts. 
And some of that is historical, and some of it, we be-
lieve, is cultural. But the stark fact remains that the 
family is the basic building block of any society. We 
found that in the development of the Black community 
single females are rearing most of our young Black 
males. The problem created is that there is a lack of 
male role models. 
 But, Mr. Speaker, that may very well be on an 
individual basis, the tip of the iceberg. Over a long 
development in this country we recognise that Black 
males have come under undue stress and pressure 
because of the broader problems, the lack of re-
sources, the fact that in a country that already had 
limited resource and limited land space, Black people 
are packed together in less than suitable housing, less 
than suitable opportunities for development. And 
when we look at the present dilemma that we are in, 
the problems with criminal conduct, the problems with 
gang activity which involves mostly Black males, we 
see that even these are limited to, in the main, areas 
of depressed living conditions. 
 When we speak about Parkside, we know that 
Parkside is, if you like, described as the back of town 
and next to the pond. We know that even though the 
residents there try their best in very overcrowded con-
ditions to bring their families up, like the larger com-
munity, it is virtually impossible, Mr. Speaker. When 
you live in a house that’s too small, crowded in a 

situation which is a ghetto . . . Mr. Speaker, you can 
dress a ghetto up, you can paint the walls, you can 
put in new plumbing, you can make it look as bright as 
you like, but a ghetto is a ghetto is a ghetto. If it is 
overcrowded, and the living conditions are not the 
best, then that is exactly what it is. 
 Mr. Speaker, what we will find is that wher-
ever you crowd people together where they are jock-
eying for space, there are going to be conflicts. 
Sooner or later, whether with machetes, baseball 
bats, guns or knives, the fight for space and the fight 
for turf will eventually come out of these same areas 
where we are now viewing the problems. 
 Any social scientist worth his salt could have 
predicted, and has actually predicted, that the ensuing 
violence and problems coming out of those areas 
would have done so. And I believe that when the Pro-
gressive Labour Party took over the Government in 
1998 that we actually precluded the eruption of seri-
ous social unrest that would have burst out under the 
old Government in any event. I think we probably de-
layed the process in that the Progressive Labour Party 
did give hope to these groups of people that change, 
positive change, was coming and was about to be 
brought about. You know, Black people were going to 
get their fair share. The playing field was going to be 
leveled. 
 And to a certain degree this has happened. I 
would say that if we believe that there are class dis-
tinctions, and I do believe that . . . we talk about the 
middle class, we talk about blue-collar workers. Well, 
the middle class in this country has done reasonably 
well. I believe that with the Progressive Labour Party 
taking over that the middle class has had opportuni-
ties we do see some of these people moving up into 
the international business arena. Many Members of 
this House have, perhaps, had their living conditions 
and their employment conditions improve to some 
degree. 
 But, eventually, what you see are gaps. And I 
do believe that there are gaps. There is a large and 
widening gap between wealthy people in this country, 
and I am not just speaking about rich White people; I 
am talking about Black people who had the education, 
had the resources to take advantage of the rapid de-
velopment in this country, have taken advantage of 
the international business. And I say that not in a pejo-
rative way, but in a positive way; have taken advan-
tage of opportunity. 
 But, at the end of the day, if one does not 
have the basic skill set to take advantage of opportu-
nity then that is an opportunity lost to a certain group. 
And I would say that the people that we see now try to 
fight for resources, even though they are fighting over 
turf. And we do know that there is some drug involve-
ment and illegality. At the end of the day, Mr. Speaker, 
this is what these people consider to be their piece of 
the pie, their opportunity, their way of getting money to 
buy cars, to have education, to have a better life, to 
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buy a home, to take advantage of all the opportunities 
that the rest of us have with what we believe to be 
superior education. And because we have the skill 
set, some of us, to take advantage of the opportunities 
that are available, and they do not, there is a big gap 
between those who have and those who have not.  
 Mr. Speaker, it is all well and good to speak 
about education and what that provides. All academic 
education is not, as the Honourable Mr. Horton said, a 
true opportunity for everybody. Everyone is not made 
the same. And I do believe that the previous Govern-
ment and our Government to some degree has been . 
. . I don’t like to use the pejorative term “guilty” but if 
we have been guilty of some elitism, it has been a 
form a elitism in that we have always viewed, I be-
lieve, academic achievement over manual skills.  

And to verify that, Mr. Speaker, I believe that 
as a Government, and as governments, we have 
raised the bar in some instances but exacerbated the 
problem, especially with manual skills, such as de-
manding qualifications. We are talking about certifica-
tion for electrical training. And we recognise that peo-
ple who are providing services must attend qualifica-
tions. However, have we in our quest to set new stan-
dards not put the cart before the horse? Because if we 
have not provided the training for enough time, and I 
say enough time, to get enough people trained, are 
we not now excluding our own people from the enter-
prises that they may wish to embark on? 

If you have to have an electrical degree be-
fore you can fix somebody’s metre or fix somebody’s 
electrical system, if you have to have a plumbing de-
gree, whereas we recognise that some people were 
grandfathered . . . but, if you are a person of limited 
academic skill set, you cannot read a manual, you 
would have learned that by being an apprentice. So 
we may very well be creating a subclass, an under 
class by virtue of the fact that we are trying to raise 
standards. And, again, we may be creating gaps. 

I say this simply to point out that I think sys-
temically our society has moved on at a very rapid 
pace, but I would say that we have left a large seg-
ment of our blue-collar workers and people behind. I 
think this is as a result of the rapid development of this 
economy and this country. 

We have moved in leaps and bounds, I would 
say . . . okay, 30 years from the time that we shifted 
from a service industry where there was hotel work in 
tourism, to high finance, international business. Insur-
ance, re-insurance, and daily the entire financial map, 
if you like, is changing and evolving and developing at 
a pace exponentially which is outstripping our peo-
ple’s skill sets. We see now the importation of workers 
from abroad from every level, starting from dish-
washer (and not to say that’s the lowest rung on the 
ladder, I just use that as an example) straight up to 
CEOs, we bring people into the country. 

What we have not done, I believe, is put in 
firewalls or safeguards. I am mindful of some of the 

entry level jobs that Bermudians used to do, perhaps 
restaurants and bars and hotels, et cetera, where they 
could have a second job or an entry level job at a fair 
remuneration. And I spoke with even my good friend, 
Mr. DeVent, and he says back in the days as a porter 
he could get $600 per week. But now, with the advent 
of foreign labour coming into the country, the influx of 
foreign labour—cheap foreign labour—it would not be 
worthwhile for one of our students, or somebody trying 
to get a second income or entry level income, to take 
these jobs. 

I have heard the cry, and I have asked myself 
specifically for minimum wage legislation, Mr. 
Speaker. Minimum wage legislation that would mean 
that any job that is performed in this country would 
have to pay at least a livable salary. That would mean 
that a Bermudian would be prepared to take that job. 
But instead, we get foreign nationals who are pre-
pared to work at what would be less than a minimum 
wage and are now pushing our people out of the 
workplace or at lest keeping them out of the work-
place. Mr. Speaker, we have to really look at systemi-
cally the entire society as to how we operate.  

We may take the position and be very prag-
matic, if you like, and say, Okay, well, there it is. This 
is what we have. And those who are out of the loop . . 
. so what? They are out of the loop. We can’t bring 
them in. The train has moved out of the station. They 
have to move on. They are left behind. Well, if we 
have that rationale, Mr. Speaker, it would mean that 
Government would have to have massive subsistence 
programmes to help these people. We would have to 
provide more social assistance et cetera.  

But, Mr. Speaker, we cannot on the one hand 
blame our people for not being employed, we cannot 
simply beat them over the head, if you like, for not 
being educated, and on the other hand cajole them 
and criticise them for antisocial behaviour when they 
try to hustle and sell drugs and do anything illegal to 
survive because at the end of the day, people will sur-
vive. They will use their wits. And that is the paradigm 
that we find ourselves in. 
 Mr. Speaker, I do believe that this Report that 
Dr. Mincy has produced is actually showing us the 
back end, showing us the results of the gaps, the so-
cietal flaws, the systemic problems that exist in our 
society. It may be embarrassing to some people to 
find that after, say, 12 years of governance—and 
that’s us—that these problems are now manifesting 
themselves. But, it’s like anything, Mr. Speaker. The 
problems have been there in the system; the cracks 
have been there all along. It is just that finally they are 
erupting onto the scene and now Black males are 
finding themselves disenfranchised, out in the cold 
and now they are considered to be a problem. 
 We heard from one particular Premier, and 
that was Sir John Swan at the time that he was in 
power. And Sir John Swan said, and I think he 
phrased it in his own vernacular, Black males are a 
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problem. I would have though that he could have 
more adequately said that Black males have a prob-
lem, and then he would have been more grammati-
cally correct. But I understand the spirit in which he 
said it, Mr. Speaker. I believe at that time he was not 
listened to. In fact, I think he was criticised for making 
that statement. But he was correct, Mr. Speaker. 
There was a problem with Black males and it is the 
same here. It is the same in the Caribbean. It is the 
same in the United States. Black males are marginal-
ised in their respective societies. 
 So, we need now to talk about how we bring 
them back into the loop. I think that the Honourable 
Randolph Horton, previous Headmaster, did have a 
handle on some of the solutions. And I am sure that 
by the end of this debate tonight we will hear some of 
them. But we have to understand that our young 
males are marginalised because our mature Black 
males were marginalised. At one time we heard the 
mantra “Bermudianisation.”  

But Bermudianisation became passé when we 
recognised that as an international player and with 
globalisation that Bermuda had to open up to the out-
side world. Well, Bermudianisation now seems to be a 
bad word. I haven’t heard “Bermudianisation” since 
1998, I believe, when our party, PLP, was campaign-
ing to get into power. It seems like it was not very long 
before the word “Bermudianisation” fell away from our 
lips, fell off the table. Oh, you have to be global. Oh, 
you have to accept that you can’t operate without for-
eign workers. Well, Bermudianisation was not a rejec-
tion of foreigners; Bermudianisation was a fact that we 
have to take care of Bermudians first. And I do believe 
that we have to get back to that paradigm of taking 
care of Bermuda first. And I think that the mantra has 
now been taken up again. So it is Bermuda first, Ber-
mudians first; but we must consider young Black 
males in the whole paradigm. 

So, Mr. Speaker, that’s my contribution for to-
night at this level, and I hope to have the opportunity 
to speak on this subject again because it is an ongo-
ing problem and we are going to need to have some 
very creative and long-term solutions. 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 

The Speaker: Thank you, Mr. Perinchief, the Honour-
able Member from Pembroke Central.  
 I now recognise the Honourable and Learned 
Member, Mr. J. Barritt, from Devonshire South Cen-
tral. 
 Mr. Barritt, you have the floor. 
 
Mr. John Barritt: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 I just want to say that looking at this particular 
debate and the course it has taken so far, I am always 
one who is interested in debating and discussing is-
sues of the day. But looking around the Chamber at 
this hour, Mr. Speaker, and the absence of a Front 

Bench, I wonder if there is a purpose any more. I have 
to say that sincerely, Mr. Speaker. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Mr. John Barritt: Reduced Front Bench.  

I am corrected. That’s right; there are two 
Members on the Front Bench, Mr. Speaker.  

But I still say that it gets a little discouraging 
particularly when you are told how important the topic 
is. And it is important, Mr. Speaker. I would not want 
to in any way seem to be undermining or denigrating 
the importance of this particular Motion.  

There have been some interesting—
interesting—contributions and insights with respect to 
the debate here today.  

Mr. Speaker, I read the Report much earlier 
when it was laid on the Table, and then got distracted 
by other reports, like that on gaming and the urgency 
with which we tackled that particular debate. And I 
had to brush off my copy and go back and take a look 
at it. Mr. Speaker, when I got near the end of the Re-
port, and the qualitative research, and that was the 
sample of 18 people, I have to say that I sort of 
scratched my head and said, Well, I wonder how 
much we, in fact, paid for this. And is it, in fact, as de-
tailed as we need? Or did we get value for the money 
in what we paid for it? 

If I may, Mr. Speaker, I will just start at page 
182. This is the author himself, saying, “Data limita-
tions are the most important reason for caution in in-
terpreting the findings of our study and drawing policy 
implications.” At this point we are near the end of the 
Report, and I am saying, Well, what did we spend all 
these dimes for? if the author himself is cautioning us 
about how much stock and weight we can give to the 
findings. 

 He went on to say, “. . . we are able to exam-
ine associations among variables, but causal infer-
ences are not possible. In addition, because of re-
source constraints, our qualitative study is limited to 
Black males at one public Bermudian high school.” 

Already we heard one Member, a former min-
ister, who spoke from the Backbench, and I think in 
his own way in his style, said, Well, hang on a minute, 
you know, I would give this a D . . . the Report itself in 
terms of research because the interviewing of young 
Black males at the end did come across as something 
of an afterthought to shore up an otherwise—and I 
say this respectfully—deficient or defective report. 

And as I read through it there were a number 
of things in here, and we heard Members speak to-
night, that struck me as truisms. And someone who 
has lived in this world for some time, been both a stu-
dent, a child, myself a parent, now a grandparent and 
an elected member of the community who has been 
about . . . some of these things are common sense.  

If you look on page 179, the authors refer to 
findings in the United States that researchers have 
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identified several obstacles to educational attainment 
for Black males, including income, low teacher expec-
tations, stereotype threats and school social isolation. 
I mean, these are things that I am sure we did not 
need to pay, as has already been pointed out, a great 
sum of money to find out Mr. Speaker. It really struck 
me as I read through it that we have probably over 
paid and developed great expectations.  

On page 178, “Positive family and teacher re-
lationships can have the greatest results for the most 
socio-economically disadvantaged adolescents.” And 
there is a citation for that as authority.  

I don’t know that I need any cite of independ-
ent authority to tell me that positive family and teacher 
relationships can have a positive effect. In fact, Mr. 
Speaker, as you have heard here today and others 
will tell you, it has probably been a turning point in 
many of our lives that turned us around as young chil-
dren—a teacher that took an interest in us; someone 
who turned our lives around at a particular point and 
pointed us in a particular direction. 

On page 175, it says, “Married and highly 
educated parents are more likely to support their chil-
dren’s education in part by choosing to spend their 
income on their children’s education over other con-
sumption or investment. Income, education and the 
proportion of children in married and other two-parent 
families are higher among White Bermudians than 
Black Bermudians.”  I think, again, Mr. Speaker, they 
are not telling us anything that we do not already 
know. They are not! 

I am surprised . . . I don’t come here to bury 
Caesar either, Mr. Speaker, when I talk about this par-
ticular Report, because it does become instructive in 
part. On page 174, this is something that caught my 
eye as well. It was this observation (I am reluctant to 
say, “finding,” Mr. Speaker). There is this observation, 
and I quote: “Young White Bermudian males also 
have low earnings, but many are foregoing higher 
earnings so they can continue schooling and those 
who are not enrolled are much less involved in crimi-
nal behavior. This means that the earnings of Black 
and White Bermudian males will continue to diverge 
as they grow older. White Bermudian males will re-
coup the investments they have made in schooling 
and Black Bermudian males will experience reduc-
tions in earnings associated with the labor market ex-
periences they lost while they were unemployed and 
the scarring effects of criminal involvement on their 
future earnings.”  And there is a citation for that, an 
authority for that Mr. Speaker.  

Again, that strikes me as something that is 
true—not for everybody, because it is a generalisa-
tion. But, it is a generalisation that rings true. Then the 
author goes on to say, “According to human capital 
theory, unemployment would be lower and earnings 
higher among young Black Bermudian men if they had 
more education.” That’s true too. Not only Black Ber-
mudian males, but of anybody! Anybody, Mr. Speaker. 

And then it goes on to say, “Unfortunately, 
Black Bermudian men gain less from higher education 
than their same-age peers.” Now, we’re coming up 
against something, Mr. Speaker, that we know is a 
problem.  

And then the authors go on to say, “These 
persistent gaps may discourage many young Black 
Bermudian men from obtaining more education or 
seeking employment in higher-paying industries, 
which require more education.” Well, again, that’s an 
observation, one theory. We have heard it before from 
Members of this House when we discussed CURE 
findings. Nothing new there either, Mr. Speaker. 

So, I say with all due respect, you know that 
expression when they say what consultants really are 
. . . they are people we bring in at great expense who 
take our watches and tell us the time! 

 
[Laughter] 
 
Mr. John Barritt: They come in at great expense—
take our watch, and tell us the time! And that, I think, 
is what happened here today. 
 And I don’t profess to know, and neither am I 
going to make fun of or light of, the internal politics of 
the Progressive Labour Party. But I have to say, Mr. 
Speaker, the reason I mentioned that is because this 
is not the first report of its kind. 
 The Honourable Member who spoke, Mr. But-
ler, a former minister, referred to others. And we have 
heard them here today. The Honourable Member, Mr. 
Perinchief, from the Progressive Labour Party Back-
bench spoke. He spoke about the Wright Report that 
was also coming at this particular problem, which 
hasn’t seen the light of day except from a copy that 
my honourable colleague, Mr. [Everard] Bob Richards 
has managed to obtain, and to which he referred to. 
But I have not had the privilege of reading that report. 
 Mr. Butler referred to the report that was 
commissioned with respect to clubs in Bermuda, 
Black clubs, I think, Mr. Speaker, and some of the 
findings there. And then the report that he also re-
ferred to that he had done— 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Mr. John Barritt: I know, but he referred to these. But 
these have not been made public. And he says that 
we . . . no, sorry. The other report, not that one. What 
was, “Mama’s Property; Daddy’s Child”? In those re-
ports.  
 And he said we are getting to the problem, we 
keep talking about the problem, but we don’t actually 
do anything about it. Mr. Speaker, I understand the 
politics of the situation. And often we like to think that 
we are doing things by talking about them and by 
commissioning reports. But I have to say that this one 
strikes me a déjà vu all over again.  
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 I want to make this observation as well, Mr. 
Speaker, because it leads me on to the point that I 
want to make. And I am not going to be long on this.  
So often we tend to focus on the problem boys, the 
problem Bermudian males, the problem Black Ber-
mudian males. And we know we have problems out 
there. Goodness gracious, Mr. Speaker. And we all 
have theories and anecdotes as to how they come 
about and how we can solve them. 

Sometimes I think we are on the wrong track 
and we do not get on another track. I don’t necessarily 
have to decide which is right or wrong, but I think you 
will know which side I come down on.  Perhaps the 
time has come that we ought to look at the other side. 
The environment in which Black young males have 
become a problem, has also produced, as we have 
heard here today, Black young males who not only 
have not been a problem, but have been a success, 
and are on their way to success, Mr. Speaker. 

How has this happened? In the same envi-
ronment, in the same community some are succeed-
ing and some are not. Well, you know, we ought to 
look. When you find a dish that you like when you are 
cooking, check out the recipe and start following that 
recipe. So, perhaps it’s time we looked and did a 
study and did a report on people like—and I hope 
these gentlemen won’t mind me mentioning their 
names, but I am going to do it to make the point. Phil-
lip Butterfield [PHONETIC], CEO at HSBC Bank of 
Bermuda. Gerald Simons [PHONETIC], Mr. 
Speaker— 

 
The Speaker: It’s not the first time it’s been men-
tioned. 
 
Mr. John Barritt: No, it’s not the first time. 
 —at Argus. 
 The Premier himself, Dr. Ewart Brown. 
Wendel Brown Mr. Speaker, who has become quite 
an entrepreneur here in Bermuda. 
 This young fellow, Jones, at the Bank of NT 
Butterfield (his name escapes me). Young Bridge-
water who is now an accountant at KPMG, is it? Greg 
Bridgewater. 
 Johnston, who is now at Pricewaterhouse; 
and young Patrick Tannock, who is at XL and going 
up the ladder there.  
 If you want to reach back a little bit more, Mr. 
Speaker, Mansfield Brock, who has been a success 
story in terms of what he’s done in this community. 
You have Vincent Ingham now at BELCO. You have 
Reg Myers who has his own business. 
 There are people who are successes, and 
have been successes in the very same environment 
that we decry as a problem. What we ought to do, Mr. 
Speaker, is look at that template that allowed these 
gentlemen—these Black males—to be a success. 
There’s a key; there’s a clue! There’s a map, there are 
some guidelines that we need to follow and replicate 

and duplicate and share with other young Black males 
in this country to show, Mr. Speaker, that it can be 
done.  

And I will guarantee, yes, they will tell you 
about the obstacles that they had to overcome as well 
because of the colour of their skin. No question about 
it. But for lesson they will also tell you that you can 
overcome it and this is how you do it. But, you know, 
the hardest part of that lesson will be . . . and it is one 
you will never get around. It is one my father taught 
me at an early age, the only place—the only place—
where success comes before work is where, Mr. 
Speaker? In the dictionary! That’s the only place it 
happens. 

Those are old homespun truths, but they are 
accurate and they tell a story, Mr. Speaker. 

 
[Inaudible interjections and laughter] 
 
Mr. John Barritt: Yes. And this is what it takes, at the 
end of the day. 
 We heard Members here speak and say that 
ultimately what is required is strong self-discipline. 
There is no getting around that. And application, and 
hard work, and sacrifice, giving up some of the things 
that we desire today because we are looking for a bet-
ter tomorrow, Mr. Speaker. 
 I want to finish on this note, Mr. Speaker. As I 
say, of course it’s all very interesting. It would be the 
mirror side, perhaps, to do a study of those who go to 
Westgate, and look at some of the problems and 
study there as to what gaps and problems have been 
there and match it up with those who have been suc-
cessful. I bet you will find some things in there that we 
could learn about programmes that we could put in 
place that can be effective. But the message is that it 
can be done. And where there is a will, it will be done, 
Mr. Speaker. 
 But I am also this much of a realist to know 
this, and the authors touched upon it as well, and I do 
not wish in any way to demean, denigrate single-
parent families whether they be male or female led 
households, Mr. Speaker. But there is no question, 
that makes it much more difficult. I know how difficult it 
is as a two-parent home to raise children in today’s 
world, Mr. Speaker. It is a tremendous challenge. 
Plus, at the same time, keep up with the standard of 
living in this country. And most people don’t want to 
just keep up; they want to get ahead! It requires great 
effort. And with children, as well, it becomes that 
much more difficult. So I know how tough it must be 
for single-parent households. But some of them do 
succeed. And I am absolutely certain that they suc-
ceed by even harder work, greater sacrifice, than two-
parent households, Mr. Speaker. 
 What it takes, ultimately, and I think we all 
have to recognise this. Your government, our Gov-
ernment, any government, can only do so much in 
terms of programmes. We can lead, we can set ex-
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amples, Mr. Speaker—we can set very good exam-
ples, or we can set very bad examples in the way in 
which we perform as well. That’s important. Never, 
never to be overlooked is the impression we have on 
young minds and the examples that we set and the 
difference that we can make in lives. But there is only 
so much, ultimately, that governments can do with a 
programme. 
 I have to say, Mr. Speaker, that part of the 
problem today is that there is no substitute, there can 
be no government substitute for human contact and 
human love, Mr. Speaker. And part of that, when it 
comes to raising children, raising boys and girls, is 
that you have to be there. 
 Not always do you necessarily have to do 
something positive, take them somewhere, travel with 
them, as we heard one of the Honourable Members 
say, you have to be there for them. And being there 
means that you care. And part of that, sometimes, 
means that you have to sacrifice your time, you have 
to give up some of the things that you’d like to do for 
your children, or anyone’s children, Mr. Speaker. Go 
into the schools and be a mentor. You give up your 
time and your money, and you have to sacrifice.  

That’s ultimately what it’s all about, being a 
parent, whether it is biological or any other form of 
parenting. By that, I mean if you are being a mentor. 
And you have to show through that that you care. And 
when you do that, Mr. Speaker, I believe that people 
do respond to that type of messaging. They do re-
spond because you ultimately validate for them that 
they are of some worth.  

Sadly, Mr. Speaker, I think that is where we 
are going wrong in the world today. Too many people 
are expecting someone else to do what they are sup-
posed to do, what they are required to do, to advance 
the young people in this community. 

Mr. Speaker, I am going to stop there. 
Thanks. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Mr. Barritt, the Honourable 
and Learned Member from Devonshire South Central. 
 Any further speakers? No further speakers? 
 I now recognise the Honourable Member, Mr. 
N. Simons, from Smith’s South, Opposition Whip. 
 Mr. Simons has the floor. 
 
Mr. Nelson H. Cole Simons: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 It is getting late, so I will not be very long. A lot 
has been said already, Mr. Speaker, but I would like to 
address a few things said earlier. 
 The first item that I would like to re-visit is the 
Premier’s comment that he made in regard to people 
who elect to work in the trades area. I almost fell 
through my chair when he said that the only influence 
that they will have will be political influence. They will 
have no economic influence. Mr. Speaker, as a lot of 
Members on this side have said we have moved be-

yond that. And I am surprised that our leader, today’s 
leader, still would make that comment when we are 
going through a rebuilding process for this country 
and our young people.  

As was said earlier, people elect careers 
based on their passions. People will make economic 
contributions and political contributions in a manner 
that suits them, Mr. Speaker. It is not for us to say that 
they must be at the top and they must be CEOs and 
that they must have their own businesses. People rise 
to their own levels of comfort. And if one is comfort-
able working as a banker and spending more time 
with their family, that is their choice, and they will 
flourish. And by spending more time with their families 
Bermuda will be better for it. 

So, Mr. Speaker, I thought I would just really 
re-visit that. And talking about young Bermudian 
males who have succeeded in the trade area, and I 
am going to list them: Reggie Minors [PHONETIC], Sir 
John Swan, in construction area; Freddie Ewart came 
from tourism, not a highly educated man. And he be-
came an economic power of Bermuda. You talk about 
Kitty Perrin [PHONETIC], another contractor. Buddy 
Thomas [PHONETIC], tourism, built up a cycle empire 
and was an economic power. So, the nonsense that 
he speaks about as far as trades people only having 
political influence and no economic influence, Mr. 
Speaker, is totally unacceptable and I am glad that a 
number of Members on his side and on our side do 
not subscribe to that poor theory. 

Mr. Speaker, now I will get right to the Report. 
One sentence . . . and I would like to refer you to the 
prefix, page [ii]. This stuck with me throughout the 
whole Report. If you will allow me, Mr. Speaker, it 
says, “Labor economists have found that  . . . industry 
and education, and a number of factors other factors, 
could account for differences in unemployment and 
earnings.” 

Mr. Speaker, a lot has been said about educa-
tion. And I believe that education is the cornerstone. 
But education is just one building block that needs to 
be addressed if we are to get this right going forward 
for our young males.  

Mr. Speaker, industry. As was said earlier by 
the Prime Minister of St. Kitts and Nevis, and even 
Bermuda’s Way Forward Report, we have to rebuild 
our industry. Mr. Speaker, our industry is only attrac-
tive to a handful of Bermudians. We are losing a lot of 
young Bermudians to overseas markets because of 
our restricted industry. As a result of that, we need as 
an island to, number one, examine the marine re-
source industry more fully. Why can’t we have ship-
building here, or boatbuilding here? Why can’t we 
have water taxis that these young men who basically 
use their hands, Mr. Speaker, can get involved in and 
find another opportunity? 

Mr. Speaker, we are losing a lot of young men 
because they are saying, Academics is not for me. I 
don’t see a career in Bermuda, so some of these 



256 21 May 2010 Official Hansard Report 
 

 House of Assembly 

young people are going into music. Well, we have a 
number of local bands, but they are not playing in ho-
tels. They are not playing anywhere because the in-
dustry is not being promoted to the degree that it 
should be.  

Mr. Speaker, the other issue is farming and 
fisheries. Again, another vibrant industry that can be 
addressed. And if we promote those industries and 
say to these guys, and even ladies to a lesser degree, 
that this is another exciting career that you can involve 
yourself in, they can see and have a vision. But right 
now we are so wrapped up in international business, 
and tourism to a lesser degree, that people are say-
ing, What about me? I don’t see anything that will al-
low me to follow my passions. 

Mr. Speaker, a few years ago I was in London 
and I met with the Young Bermudians. I asked them, 
“Why are you here? You finished your education.” 

They said, “Number one, it’s easier to find a 
job in London than it is in Bermuda.” It was easier to 
find a job in reinsurance, in music, in theatre.   

The Honourable Randolph Horton spoke 
about having an art centre. Again, another avenue for 
our young people. I have . . . well, Dame Jennifer 
would know— 

 
The Speaker: The Honourable Member. 
 
Mr. Nelson H. Cole Simons: The Honourable Mem-
ber, yes. Two children; one in the theatre. 
 Why, as I said last week in one of my 
speeches, can’t we . . . we have an art centre that per-
forms all year round different disciplines, Mr. Speaker, 
so that the people interested in the arts can say we 
have an industry that we can deal with at home. But 
now they are saying, Well, there’s nothing here for 
me, so either I do nothing or I find myself going over-
seas. 
 I have another child, she’s into jewelry mak-
ing. And there are a number of young people doing 
jewelry design for major silversmith houses in Can-
ada, Montreal, whatever. Again, why can’t we have 
that done here, Mr. Speaker?  
 So we have to be really entrepreneurial in 
rebuilding a diverse economy so that Bermudians can 
say there is hope in our country and they won’t have 
to go to New York, London, Boston, or Geneva to get 
a career because we can build a career in Bermuda.  
 We spoke a lot about international business 
and professional careers. But what I am finding is that 
a lot of people in these careers . . . correction. A lot of 
people in these industries see their positions as jobs 
and not careers. They say, I’m here to make the 
money; I know I’m going to go very far, but the money 
is very, very good. It’s providing me with a lifestyle. 
But when I get enough money I am going to leave and 
go do something that I enjoy. 
 Earlier this week they featured a young Ber-
mudian lawyer (I am not going to call his name) and 

the question they asked was, “If you were to do some-
thing else, what would you do if you had to follow your 
passion.” He is a corporate lawyer. 
 He said, “I would like to be a personal trainer.” 
 And we have personal trainers now. That’s 
building up the industry. But my point is, our young 
people think differently today from the way we think. If 
we listen to them, if we talk to them, they follow their 
passion. They watched their parents work hard, two 
jobs, not be home, and this is from the economic elite 
to the person who has two or three jobs to make it 
work. 
 Everyone is running for the almighty dollar 
and as a consequence the old family values have 
fallen by the wayside. If you talk to these young peo-
ple . . . and this is what I find interesting. This Report 
should have had more input from the young people to 
see what was their priority. What do they look for? 
What triggers them?  
 I read a report in a UK newspaper. The report 
says, “First money. Money/career, but money has to 
come first.” I agree. “Money, then stardom.” I want to 
be like the hip-hop crowd. I want to be a big star walk-
ing in the room. Mr. Speaker, then it gets down to, I 
want to look good, I want to have all the nice things. I 
want to have fun.  After I read that article I said, That 
can’t be true. So I went home and said to my daugh-
ter, “Erin, tell me what are your priorities.” I said, “Just 
answer the question. It’s not a trick question.” 
 She said, “Daddy, it’s money/job first.” 
 I said, “Okay, fine. What’s number two?” 
 She said, “Having fun. Having fun and travel-
ing.” 
 I said, “What’s number three? What about 
your career?” 
 “Oh . . .” She didn’t budge. 
 But my point is that the real values that we 
grew up with are not with our children. Now, our par-
ents drilled in us education, education, education. We 
have built into our children, education, career, career, 
career. But what our children are saying today is, “My 
parents got it all wrong. They work very, very hard, 
they provide everything that we needed. But did we 
have a real life with our parents? Did we have parents 
who really, really got to know us? They came out to 
the sports, they were at the graduations . . .” but 
somehow that is not enough for these children. 
 I think the problems that we have today is a 
result of our generation, Mr. Speaker. The people of 
my generation. We have dropped the ball in that we 
are finding cost of living, economic values, the need 
for almighty bucks to maintain our lifestyle has come 
at a cost of compromising the wellbeing and raising of 
our children in a manner like our parents raised us. 
Our parents had less, but they were there to make 
sure that the values that they had were shared with 
us. And I think the problems that we have today have 
caused our young people to fall off the rails. And I 
truly believe that our young people’s problems are a 
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direct indication of where we, as current parents, have 
dropped the ball, Mr. Speaker. 
 While on that situation about our young peo-
ple, Mr. Speaker, we have another issue that has 
changed the priorities of our young people that is also 
indicative of the priorities of our young people. And, 
Mr. Speaker, that is the hip-hop culture. The hip-hop 
culture came about as a rebellion [against] the norms 
[by] people who feel disenfranchised, people who feel 
that they have not been valued.  
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Mr. Nelson H. Cole Simons: Same thing. 
 And, Mr. Speaker, the young people see the 
hip-hop community and music as a way of expression 
about rebellion against parents, the hypocrisy of some 
of our institutions, about sex, about drugs, and even 
the way people dress.  
 Mr. Speaker, the conservative dress is not hip 
anymore.  
 
An. Hon. Member: Pull your pants up! 
 
Mr. Nelson H. Cole Simons: As someone said, “Pull 
your pants up.”  
 And the thug movement . . . it’s not cool to be 
bright any more. It is not cool to be academic, be-
cause the thug movement has permeated all society 
and is expressed in its own language. But it works for 
18- and 19-year olds. But when you make that transi-
tion from 19 to 22, to 23, and the workforce, that’s 
where you have the problems. You have been living 
this hip-hop culture for six or seven years, and then 
you have the challenges of adjusting and, I quote, “the 
soft skills issue.” They can’t talk to each other, they 
can’t communicate with each other, they can’t build 
teams, they can’t be respectful of themselves. And, as 
a consequence, when they go to the workforce they 
are challenged. 
 And again, we, as parents . . . someone 
spoke about the counsellors, and we have let them 
down because we have abdicated our responsibility 
and made them accountable for their own behaviour 
after not having given them the correct education so 
they can succeed in a long term, sustainable career. 
 Mr. Speaker, the hip-hop culture, basically, is 
a reflection of social change. As such, it has created 
new mindsets and reflects a new reality of the era of 
our young people. I have hip-hip at my house. I told 
my daughters if any young man comes to my house 
with them with his pants down his backside, they will 
be out the front door. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Mr. Nelson H. Cole Simons: I told my daughter, if 
they have their pants down they have no respect for 

themselves. If they have no respect for themselves, 
they have no respect for you. 
 So, Mr. Speaker, we have to hold our children 
accountable and help them become more discerning 
in the decisions that they make. We, as parents, be 
they single parents or dual parents or mixed parents, 
whatever parent you are, you have a role to play in 
making sure that your children sets the standards that 
will position them for when you’re gone.  
 I have seen too many adult men fail and col-
lapse when their 93-year old mothers are gone. And I 
am talking 50-, 60-year old men. The mother raised 
them and did everything for them; washed their 
clothes, washed their backsides, Mr. Speaker. And 
guess what? The day [she] dies the house collapses, 
the electricity gets turned off, the roof collapses 
around [him] because mother did everything, held 
everything together and the young man had no re-
sponsibility. No responsibility. Mr. Speaker, this is 
where we have to break the cycle of irresponsibility. 
 Mr. Speaker, the other area that I would like to 
address from Bermuda’s point of view, is this new 
drug/crime subculture. We are having generations 
upon generations of young people coming up in a dif-
ferent culture. 
 Mr. Speaker, the Report said that young 
males follow the careers of their fathers and their 
grandfathers, be they present or not. The same thing 
will apply to the drug culture and subculture, Mr. 
Speaker. Mr. Speaker, you have kids coming to 
school today and drug trading, drug use is a norm in 
their paradigm. It is a norm in their life. They know it’s 
wrong, but a lot of them refuse to violate the trust of 
their parents. They refuse to embarrass their parents.  
Mr. Speaker, what happens is they go up in a shell. 
They retract.  
 Mr. Speaker, this Government needs to pro-
vide help for the children of the drug and crime sub-
cultures. They may not have done anything wrong, but 
they are living a life of hell, Mr. Speaker. And we do 
not want to lose those people because at some point . 
. . I prefer to give all the resources now to social ser-
vices and Mirrors and whatever programmes that we 
have, to bring them out in the front end instead of the 
back end. Because, surely, they are between the wall 
and a hard place, Mr. Speaker. 
 I remember when I moved a motion on young 
people, the House Take Note of the Challenges Fac-
ing Young People. And I spoke to this young boy up at 
Mount Hill. He said, “Mr. Simons, I am going to tell 
you right now, I am around when my father and 
mother smoke weed. They smoke weed in front of 
me.” That is his norm. That is his truth. So, how do we 
as parliamentarians deal with that? because we don’t 
even have that experience ourselves. We are writing 
these laws, we are writing there reports, but do we 
really roll up our sleeves and get to those people who 
need the help and support? Do we? 
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 I think that’s where this Government really has 
to go in and address these children. Now, I know we 
have had some rough times when it comes to crime 
and shootings and we have had these counsellors at 
the various schools to help these youngsters through 
a trauma crisis. But those are students that have bad 
reactions to dramatic crimes. I am suggesting that we 
address those young students who are faced with a 
subculture of crime as their way of life.  

They are not the noisy ones, but they are the 
ones that truly need the help going forward, Mr. 
Speaker. They truly need support. And I suggest that 
this Government really be sensitive to these young 
people and do all they can to help these young people 
in those scenarios. 

Mr. Speaker, the other issue that I would like 
to address is the issue of expectations and servitude.  

Hott 107 this morning, again, the Prime Minis-
ter of St. Kitts and Nevis was talking about service 
versus servitude. And he said, in the 60s and 70s it 
was about service in the hotel industry. My grandfa-
ther was in the hotel industry. And this is another ex-
ample. 

My grandfather was in the hotel industry, my 
father was in the hotel industry, my uncle was in the 
hotel industry, I worked in the hotel industry my first 
job when I came back.  
 
An Hon. Member: What did you do? 
 
Mr. Nelson H. Cole Simons: I was front desk at 
Southampton Princess, Mr. Speaker.  
 The point I am making is that there is some 
merit in this Report. I see it in my own life. And to me 
working in the hotel industry is a noble career, Mr. 
Speaker. But yet, we are not supporting it to the de-
gree that we should. Economically I know it’s difficult, 
but different priorities prevailed. The hotel college is 
not here for whatever reason, Mr. Speaker. But the 
[point] I am making is that we need to rebuild this in-
dustry, bring the glamour back to this industry and we 
have to make sure that Bermudians appreciate that 
this is a respectful service industry and is not a servi-
tude industry. 
 Mr. Speaker, let me tell you about service. 
Two weeks ago I was in the UK. I went to this horse 
show with some friends. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Mr. Nelson H. Cole Simons: I am talking about ser-
vice, Mr. Speaker.  
 I went to this horse show. I had mud up to my 
knees, Mr. Speaker. I went to the front desk with three 
of my friends. I said to the front desk receptionist, 
“Lady, we have just come from the horse show and 
there is dirt all on our shoes, and we do not want to 
dirty up your hotel floor. Can you direct us to a hose 

so we can spray off all the muck from the horse 
show?” 
 She said, “Just a moment sir.” She called the 
duty manager, and the duty manager came to us. I 
said to him, “Sir, I would like for you to direct me to 
some hoses so that we can spray off our shoes to get 
this two-inch thick muck taken off.” 
 He said, “No sir. I will take the shoes.” And 
that hotel manager took six pairs of shoes, cleaned 
them off and returned them back to my room within 
the hour, Mr. Speaker. And that is service, Mr. 
Speaker.  
 I can see our people now. You must be crazy! 
You must be crazy because I am not taking your 
shoes to clean you up. If you want them cleaned, 
clean them up yourself. That would be our people.  
 
An Hon. Member: No. Uh-uh. No way. 
 
Mr. Nelson H. Cole Simons: But my point is that 
there is value in service and that is what we need to 
teach our young people, Mr. Speaker. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Mr. Nelson H. Cole Simons: Yes, I did tip him. 
 Mr. Speaker, irrespective of what career you 
chose, it gets back to the soft skills. As my grandfa-
ther said to me . . . and my grandfather has been 
dead 30-plus years. He said to me when I started 
working, “Cole, remember this: Your attitude will de-
termine your altitude.” And that’s what we have to get 
right. 
 Mr. Speaker, your degrees, irrespective of 
what kind of degree you have, will get you to the front 
door. It will get you in the front door. But once you get 
in their front door it is about attitude, it is about soft 
skills, it is about team playing. It is about displaying 
yourself in a positive manner. And I am not saying that 
there are no glass ceilings, because, believe me, I 
have been in this business for 50-something years . . . 
not 50-something years, 30-something years— 
 
[Inaudible interjections and laughter] 
 
Mr. Nelson H. Cole Simons: But I have stuck to the 
wicket. 
 Someone said to me (I think maybe it was the 
Deputy Premier), we have to be here for the long haul 
and not short-term game.  

Mr. Speaker, I am feeling old. I am feeling 
really old. I remember I was at the front desk at the 
Southampton Princess. And I was 23 years old. And 
this rich guest from the US came up to me and said, 
“Young man, you are still early in your career.” And 
this man had the penthouse suite for six weeks out of 
the year. “You are early in your career. And the only 
advice I give young people for careers is follow your 
passion and do your best and success and money will 
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follow. If you are not following your passion, you are 
not doing a good job.” 

Mr. Speaker, this is why I begin and end on 
the same. We have to spark that light in our young 
people. Every child in this country has a passion. And 
they must feel that they have the opportunity to fulfill 
that passion, be it in the arts, be it in reinsurance, be it 
in sports, be it in dance, be it in music.  

If they can see that their passions will be ful-
filled, they will be productive, they will be positive and 
they would bring forward a more positive generation 
than we have today, Mr. Speaker. 

Thank you. 
 

The Speaker: Thank you, Mr. Simons. The Honour-
able Member for Smith’s South. 
 I now recognise the Honourable Member Mr. 
D. Burgess, from Hamilton East. 
 Minister Burgess, you have the floor. He’s 
been waiting a long time. 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker, you are so kind. 
 First of all, let me say that many of our young 
folks have it right. Many of our parents have it right. I 
would venture to say maybe up to about 15 per cent 
have fallen through the cracks. This crack did not just 
happen, 20, 30 or 40 years ago. This happened many 
years ago, before I was born and before you were 
born, Mr. Speaker.  
 I want to go through some history because I 
think all of the contributions that have been made to-
night have been valid. And I think they are right. But 
my contribution will be on some of the history to where 
we are today.  
 Mr. Speaker, slavery, I am told, was abolished 
in 1834. But the practice continued. And the UK Gov-
ernment allowed it to continue. And the reason why I 
say that, Mr. Speaker, is that there was a time that 
policemen, Black Bermudian policemen could only 
attain a certain rank. And that responsibility came un-
der the Governor. That is why I say the UK Govern-
ment allowed it to continue. 
 In the Post Office, some of our people could 
not sell penny stamps. And it wasn’t legal even though 
slavery was abolished.  
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: I am going to get there 
because he was a great man, Mr. Speaker.  
 This country does not have a good history of 
treating foreigner’s right. You had the West Indians 
that came here; you had the Portuguese that came 
here. You had the Bermudians, obviously were not 
treated right. And then they dared any White person to 
get involved with the workers. Case in point, Rever-
end Goring [PHONETIC]. He was the pastor at St. 
Paul’s Anglican Church. And he got involved with the 

working class. And, consequently he got in all sorts of 
trouble with the establishment and was finally kicked 
out of Bermuda.   
 You had Reverend Vinton Monk [PHONETIC], 
who was the pastor at the AME Church in Bermuda. 
He went to the rescue of the West Indians that came 
here from Jamaica. Actually 250 of them came to 
Bermuda to work at Dockyard, and were promised all 
the good things that one should promise. But 250 
came. They offered them a house with 17 rooms and 
no furniture. Obviously 250 could not get in that 
house, so the rest were given tents with no blankets 
and no beds. So the grass was the beds.  
 Reverend Monk went to represent them. And 
he got into all sorts of trouble. In fact, they took him to 
court and he had one of the longest trials in the history 
of Bermuda. I think it was only one other trial, and that 
was 52 days. And only one other has been longer 
than that, by one day, I think it was one Richard Hec-
tor, the libel case. And he was booted out of Bermuda. 
They dared people to help those that were in need, 
Mr. Speaker. 
 Then you had Dorothy Thompson, Dr. Ball, 
David Allen [PHONETIC] who would get involved with 
people. And what happened to them? And I could 
name more.  Then you had Dr. Gordon, another good 
man from the West Indies, Trinidad. He was disre-
spected to the fullest. Even Army Simons [PHO-
NETIC], who fought for the rights to get people’s 
wages up here.  

So the get today is no secret. It just didn’t 
happen. It happened many years ago, Mr. Speaker. In 
fact, when the Queen was going on a global tour to try 
to cement the ties of the race, and try to bring the 
people of the Commonwealth together, Bermuda was 
her first tour. Yet the Governor had a State Dinner. 
Not one Black was invited.  

Then they had a tea party. Twelve hundred 
were invited. Only 60 Blacks, even though 60 per cent 
of the population was Black.  

Dr. Gordon questioned in this Honourable 
House why were no Blacks invited to the State Dinner. 
And if I may, Mr. Speaker, this is from— 

 
The Speaker: It isn’t lengthy is it? 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: No it is not, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Go right ahead. 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: This is from our Ser-
vice book. And when the good doctor asked Sir Henry 
Tucker this question, Sir Henry said, “In my view there 
is no coloured Member of this House who by reason-
able ability and training experience in public life and 
what is just as important, business and professional 
life, at present who would be justified in accepting an 
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appointment to Executive Council.” At that time there 
were no Black members of Executive council. 
 So, Sir Henry said, “None of them can go 
there; you’re not qualified to be there.” 
 Mr. Speaker, our children at that time knew 
about this. Get Ira Phyllis’ book, a very good book 
From [INAUDIBLE 21:29:20] . . . it will tell you that . . . 
I am advertising for him, because if I tell you that you 
may not buy the book. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: We’ll get it for you. It 
was the Queen’s. It was in the ’50s because Dr. 
Gordon was here. Oh yes, it was before ’55. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Yes, I wasn’t even 
born then. 
 So, Mr. Speaker, this thing started many, 
many years ago.  

And when the Governor was asked that ques-
tion, “Why didn’t you invite any Blacks to the State 
Dinner?” He said he invited 30 guests to the Royal 
Dinner, and he said that if he had to invite any Black 
that meant he would have to double the number to 
include coloureds.  

I mean, even the Toronto press took that to 
task. Even the British press took that to task, asking 
How could that happen in a British Colony? Took 
them to task for that. So you see the history of Eng-
land in Bermuda is not great. And we wonder why we 
are in the position today, Mr. Speaker. And I am not 
saying that that is the only reason that some of our 
people have fallen through the cracks. As you heard 
the other Members, there are other reasons. And I 
agree with them.  

Education is very important. We heard the 
Honourable Kenneth Randolph Horton talk about 
Black teachers, male teachers. I mean, that was the 
key because if even today we had more Black teach-
ers . . . Black male teachers will attract other males to 
come into the teach profession. But, we lost Kenneth 
Howard Randolph Horton to another field because the 
teaching profession doesn’t pay as much.  
 
[Laughter] 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: We lost Austin Tho-
mas, and Freddy Wade and these guys because, un-
der our law they cannot be politicians and teachers. 
Arthur Hudson [PHONETIC], another one we lost to 
the teaching profession. And these guys were role 
models. You did not mess with these guys. You didn’t 
mess with them. 
 And then we say, like it’s rocket science—and 
it is not rocket science—Why do our Black females do 
better than the Black males? That is not rocket sci-

ence, Mr. Speaker, because during those days, and 
you would know, Mr. Speaker, when  your father was 
making pittance, many Black males had to drop out of 
school to assist the family. And to assist the family— 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: But that would keep 
sister in school.   
 So that pattern was there, that the girls could 
stay in school longer and even go to college. So that 
is not rocket science. The pattern was started a long 
time ago. 
 Mr. Speaker, it is like building a house. If the 
foundation is not right, you have to be patching up all 
the way until you knock down that house and rebuild 
it. And that is what has happened to some of our 
young folks. Mr. Speaker, racism still plays a part in it, 
even though some may say not. It does!  

Mr. Speaker, I remember, and this is a per-
sonal experience, when I worked in the hotel industry 
as a manager. They were paying my White counter-
parts double what the Black managers were getting—
even though some of us had more qualifications and 
experience. And I will never forget, Mr. Speaker, when 
I uncovered this. We used to meet every Thursday 
morning, and I brought it up in the managers’ meeting. 
And right after the meeting they called me in and, as 
the good cousin of the Honourable Cole Simons, they 
said to me, “Derrick Burgess, you seem to be leader 
of this group.” Because I was trying to get better 
wages for . . . I guess trade union was in my blood. I 
didn’t know Dr. Gordon then, but I guess somehow he 
is so strong he got in my system.  

They said “What do you want? Name your 
price.” They were prepared to pay me more, but not 
the others. And I said, “No, no, no, no, no. It doesn’t 
go like that. I don’t work like that. I want a better wage 
for all. For all!” 

And the managing director said to me, “If I find 
out that you’re trying to form a Black caucus, I’m going 
to fire you.” 

So, you know, knowing my faith in the Great 
One, I said, “Well, let me say this here: If you find out 
that I am trying to form a Black caucus that is destruc-
tive, then, by all means, do that.” 

Eventually he did fire me. You know?  
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Yes, yes, they fired me 
months down the road. 
 They tried everything to discourage me, but— 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: That’s right, Cole. 
 Knowing the history, knowing some about the 
Bible, how people react to you, I knew they were go-



Official Hansard Report 21 May 2010 261 
 

House of Assembly 

ing to find things to try to discourage me and there 
was a foot in front of me every day to try to disrespect 
me, and I just smiled. And I said, “Understood” until 
they got tired and said, “Now we have to fire him.” And 
all the staff sat down.  

I was the managing purser. Then they wanted 
to take me back. I said, “You can’t take me back at 
this level. I have to work with you.” But anyhow, we 
got a settlement out of it, Mr. Speaker. 

And then there is a case of a young lady that I 
know very well. She was working for this company, 
and this happened only about three years ago. A posi-
tion came available in the actuary department and she 
applied for it. She is eminently qualified, having gone 
to the international [INAUDIBLE] school. And she was 
denied the job and they told her, “No, we are keeping 
this job for a young fellow who is to graduate from 
school.” And he happened to be Caucasian, and how 
she would have to leave.  

Why couldn’t she have the job?  So racism is 
there. It is still there today. But I think why you find so 
many Blacks in government [is] because the opportu-
nity is not as great in the private sector for them. You 
know at one time the only jobs that Blacks could go to 
school to train for was as a lawyer, doctor or teacher.  

 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: No, not necessarily a 
nurse, because my cousin could not work at the hos-
pital because she was a little darker than me. So that 
wasn’t also free for her. The opportunities were not 
there for them. So our choices were limited. 
 Even today, Mr. Speaker, we find fewer Ber-
mudians in the hotel industry and I do not think that is 
a slight against the hotel industry. We have more op-
portunities today. During the ’60s and ’70s you had 
the choice whether you be hotel worker, construction, 
or work under a labour agreement, public works and 
this type of thing. So that is the job she got.  

So Blacks say, Why should I go to school?—
particularly Black males—because I am not going to 
get the job and a lot of our sisters went to school be-
cause at least they can sit behind a desk and answer 
the phone. They got in that way.  

And even when the Union went out to try to 
close that gap, I mean this Report says the gap is 57 
per cent. You would never catch up. Never catch up. 
Four hundred years . . . You know, that’s why I get 
annoyed when people start talking about the abolition 
of slavery in 1834. Here you have slaves that had 
nothing, the British Government . . . okay, they ap-
proved slavery. But who got paid off? The slave own-
ers—because they lost their slaves.  

So you send your slaves out with no money, 
what do you think is going to happen when you send 
them out the gate with nowhere to go? They are going 
back to the Massa. Massa, take me back. I will come 
back for nothing. In my opinion it sent some of us 

backwards even further. Probably should have kept 
slavery a law. They went backwards. You know? 
Where they were working for a penny before, they 
went back for ha’penny. That was not good for us. 
Plus, the policy continued, endorsed by the British 
Government, the UK Government. They weren’t any 
help to us, Mr. Speaker. And it continues. It continues. 
So it is no secret why the gap remains—it will not 
close up.  

Recovery is going to be slow, or trying to 
close up those cracks so those children do not fall 
through them. You find out today . . . and I am sure 
the Honourable Member, Ashfield DeVent, would 
know that many of these young folks that are in trou-
ble today are offspring of . . . and the Honourable Min-
ister Neletha Butterfield would know, their fathers 
have been in prison. And sometimes they tell you, 
You’re going to be just like your father. And if you 
keep telling them, they believe it. And they will prove 
you— 

 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Yes. And they deliver. 
 And then, as my good friend, the Honourable 
Member, Shadow Minister who works— 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Well, she did. 
 —Gordon–Pamplin . . .  
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Yes, you know, this 
nonsense, and somebody else said this nonsense 
about, Oh, my parents broke up and that’s why I have 
this problem. 
 I am from a single-parent home. Never had a 
father in my life. And I was never bitter about it. To me 
it was probably a blessing in disguise. All I knew how 
to do was work. And I am still working today. Under-
paid most of my life! 
 
[Laughter] 
 
Some Hon. Members: Not now.  
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: No, still underpaid! 
Work long hours now, seven days a week. 
 
An Hon. Member: What? 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: We don’t even get 
overtime! 
 
[Inaudible interjections and laughter] 
 
An Hon. Member: That’s the norm. 
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An Hon. Member: Are you with no shame? 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: You know, Mr. 
Speaker, once you have a Government and you nego-
tiate for wages for their parliamentarians, the Opposi-
tion is in the enviable position of making believe they 
don’t want it. But, those boys, they take that money 
and say, “Thank you, Minister Cox. Thank you very 
much.” 
 But it’s okay. It’s wonderful. You boys are 
wonderful. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: They don’t tell by 
those horses. You know? 
 And you know, Mr. Speaker, let me go back to 
Dr. Gordon because Dr. Gordon was the father of la-
bour in Bermuda, how they disrespected him in this 
House. They wouldn’t even call him by his name. The 
only time they said something good about him was 
when he died.  
 And you heard Trevor Woolridge— 
 
[Inaudible interjections and laughter] 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Yes, indeed. You 
know, Trevor Woolridge did the eulogy for one of our 
former Members on this side, and the former Mem-
ber’s [family member] said, “I can’t wait to die.” He 
said, “All the good things are said about my dearly 
deceased . . .” I don’t know whether it was a brother or 
sister talking, but whoever it was, they said, “All these 
good things are said.”  
 I think it could have been Freddy Wade.  
 But I guess it is like when Reverend Thomp-
son did a eulogy one time, he said to the congrega-
tion, “Are you ready?”  

The congregation said, “Yeah, yeah!”  
 He said, “I’m ready; but not now!” 
 
[Laughter] 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: He is a good fellow 
and I like Reverend Thompson. He is a good man. 
 So, Mr. Speaker, this is not going to be a fast 
recovery. It will not be a fast recovery. You heard Min-
ister Elvin James say [he has] always been wondering 
why some of my clergy colleagues have not voiced 
displeasure or concern why religious education is not 
taught throughout the school system . . . Some 
schools teach it. In one of my schools I know they 
teach it. At Seventh-Day Adventists, they teach it.  

Some of these young folks don’t know any-
thing about the Bible. To me, religious education is 
just as important as mathematics and English. And I 
think that is something that we must do. 

Mr. Speaker, network . . . this problem today 
is more prevalent. You can see today because we 
have a larger population so you can see it more. We 
always had this problem, you know. We always had 
people falling through the cracks. It is nothing new. 
How was it camouflaged? In my opinion, in the ’60s 
and ’70s . . . and you and the Honourable Stanley 
Morton would know, you guys were here in this world. 
I wasn’t born.  

 
[Laughter] 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: But every community 
had about two or three construction firms. And sitting 
on the wall was not a bad thing because Morton’s 
Construction would need some labourers, and they 
would come around with the truck, “Get on the truck, 
boy. Come on, Jones, get on the truck.” And you got 
on the truck. You got a job as a labourer. 
 So that was a network there. Even in the hotel 
industry it was the same thing. You got jobs off of the 
wall because guys would need a bar porter, or a 
waiter, or a busboy, “Let’s go you guys; let’s go down 
Castle Harbour and get a job.” So we had a network. 
And we were able to camouflage the problems that 
are so out in the open today because they had some-
thing to do. They had a job, whether it was construc-
tion or working in the hotel industry. 
 Today, we don’t have . . . because in those 
days, Mr. Speaker . . . you guys would know. There 
were no Whites working in construction, very few 
Whites working in construction. Today, they have all 
of it. You will go on some jobs and you will not see 
any Bermudians. No Bermudians. Who is it, D and 
J’s? [INAUDIBLE] That’s good. They always get it 
done. 
 And l am glad that you said Dennis Carrera, 
an honourable fellow, right? Dennis Carrera is one of 
my consultants. An engineer. And he does not even 
charge me a dime. When my folks wanted to build a 
bridge in Somerset . . . what is it, Cock Brown Bridge? 
Whatever it is called, and they had planned that this 
bridge was going to cost $8 million. I said, “Dennis, I 
need to see you, because we need to get traffic going 
on both sides with cruise ships.” I said, “What would 
you do here?”  
 He said, “Well, do a replica of what you have.” 
 I said, “What would it cost?” 
 He said, “Under $700,000.” 
 He saved us and didn’t even charge a dime! 
When I call him, he gives me that advice. So Dennis 
Carrera’s name is not a bad name, it’s a good name. 
It is a good name and I will continue to call him, as 
much as you may dislike him, because he is associ-
ated— 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: No.  
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Well, let me say this here: You fellows put out 
stuff like Dennis Carrera’s name is bad because, just 
like Reverend Goldman at St. Paul’s Anglin Church, 
they have to all be working class. That’s not bad, you 
know.  It is okay for Whites to join the PLP, you know. 
We are not a Black party. We take any member. But 
when Whites join us they are ostracised by the press 
and all of them. They are written up like they are doing 
something wrong.  
 You guys have to stop that! And that is what 
our children see us doing up here—fighting Whites 
and Blacks, Blacks and Blacks. I am not going to be a 
part of that. I vowed to myself when I went to the BIU 
that I would not come out against my brothers publicly 
in the papers. When our children see that they think 
we are fighting. And they do it another way, but they 
are fighting. 
 Yes, we all exchange some words in the 
room, but I will not do it publicly. And you guys have to 
stop doing it because I am telling you that disrespect, 
even by the papers . . . I will never forget, in the pa-
pers maybe about two years ago there was a little 
seven- or eight-year old girl. The paper said, “The 
[INAUDIBLE] takes on Ewart Brown.” Referring to the 
Premier as “Ewart Brown” . . . a seven-year old. That 
is disrespectful. They talk about us like we have no 
feelings, no family; like we are furniture. We have to 
stop that. And they are still doing that today. You call 
in some of these talk show hosts, and they will run 
you down and they don’t even stop them. There is 
only one great talk show host in Bermuda. It’s Cherie 
Simons.  
 You took me off . . . I had to go there, but it 
was not my intention. It was not in my script, but you 
took me there. 
 Mr. Speaker, let me say that this will not be a 
quick recovery. Getting to where we are took time. 
And, as my Honourable Deputy Leader talked about 
Willie Lynch . . . when the slaves were running off the 
plantations, he organised a summit for the slave own-
ers. And he said to the slave owners, “If you pick the 
short against the tall, the light skin against [and it’s all 
about Blacks] and you keep them fighting against 
each other, if you do that, that will work for 100 years 
plus.” And that is why today we are like we are—
fighting each other publicly, which I deplore. Whites 
don’t do that, and I applaud them. They don’t do that 
publicly. I don’t see it. And that’s great that they don’t 
do it. 
 Not only should we not be doing it, we should 
be setting an example for our children. And that is one 
of the things that the daily paper does—it promotes 
racism in Bermuda and fighting against each other. 
And I want them to stop that nonsense. Let’s start 
promoting harmony so we can save these children, 
because as long as we are doing that it is going to be 
harder to save those children. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 

The Speaker: Thank you, Minister Burgess, the Hon-
ourable Member from Hamilton East. 
 I now recognise the Honourable Member, Mr. 
D. Tucker, from Hamilton South. 
 Mr. Tucker, you have the floor. 
 
Mr. Darius D. M. Tucker: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, as I will speak on these young 
Black males and their same-age peers, I am coming 
from the trade industry, something that I truly, truly 
enjoy and love. I loved the trade for a long time, as a 
little boy coming off of Cub Sail to B. T. Stovall’s 
[PHONETIC] carpenter shop. Once Mr. Stovall 
passed, another gentleman took it over, by the name 
of Quinn Burrows [PHONETIC]. And Quinn Burrows 
took the time out to teach me my trade for some 13 
years. 
 Mr. Speaker, I am very passionate about 
trade because for those 13 years that I was taught my 
trade . . . while I was there, probably in my 12th year or 
so, there was someone in government by the name of 
Verna Harless [PHONETIC]. She was up in Labour 
and Training or Immigration, and she told me . . . and 
this was when they were getting ready to talk about 
licensing tradesmen. She said, “Darius, you are not 
going to qualify because of the fact that you do not 
come under the grandfather clause. You are going to 
have to take this exam.” 
 I said, “What is that? I am not taking any 
exam.” Because I was very comfortable in my trade. 
But I will tell you what she did; she went and paid the 
money. She said, “If you fail you pay me back; if you 
pass, you pass.” 
 I went up there and registered, did what I had 
to do and passed those exams with distinctions and 
credits up at the Bermuda College. So I have my pa-
pers. I am waiting for the National Trading Board to 
call me because I have my papers because of Verna 
Harless. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Mr. Darius D. M. Tucker: But that is something that I 
love. And when we love something we do it well and 
we do it with pride and with honour and with respect, 
because that is the respect you grow for yourself with 
what you love.  
 But I would also say this, from just listening 
around when I was going to my job sites and hearing 
how the dismantling of the education system through 
technical schools and various different things has af-
fected an area that Black men could achieve. But I will 
say this, and as the Honourable Minister just spoke a 
majority of the White gentlemen in today’s industry 
that did not want to go away and get an education had 
an opportunity to get involved in the construction in-
dustry. That may have been through their uncle, or 
their cousin or someone. And the next thing you know, 
they own the business.  
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 And I can tell you what. They are making a lot 
of money. Even though things may be slow right now, 
you will be guaranteed that through their years of ex-
perience and being out in this industry they are now 
doing repairs and maintaining these very places that 
still have to be maintained. Contrary to what anybody 
thinks, if you build something, it has to be maintained. 
There is no such thing as 100 per cent maintenance 
free. They may advertise that, but guess what; it has 
to be maintained somehow, some way. So, the trades 
will always be needed.  

The trades are getting more diversified in 
various different ways. One of the ways the trade is 
now suffering is in the carpentry industry because we 
don’t actually have a physical carpenter’s shop that is 
capable of mass producing some of the fine carpentry 
that we see today and some of the finishers. That is 
something I would hope that one of the major carpen-
ter shops in this country would do. And that would 
prevent the importing of a lot of the carpentry that is 
done in the mill side of cabinetry. That is a reality, and 
that is something that can be looked at. 
 You are talking about machines . . . you have 
a machine, Mr. Speaker, that when it comes to mak-
ing doors, you just put in a piece of rough wood and 
five minutes later it’s done. The machine costs 
$200,000. Mass production. But what we have here . . 
. yes, it will help to train carpenters to do other differ-
ent things, because the fine art of carpentry is coming 
back. We are starting to see people lining their win-
dows with wood again, laying wood floors. So the in-
dustry is needed and it has always been needed. 
 It is like everything else, it goes through a 
phase. It comes and goes. But through that phase 
when no one wants to install wood, people who love it 
and have it, it has to be maintained. And it is impera-
tive that these types of things are important. 
 I am just reading here in the Bermuda Sun 
that the construction association (which my company 
is a member of) is putting out $15,000 towards an en-
gineering surveying and/or an estimator. And in the 
construction industry, a project manager and con-
struction management. In surveying, land, [INAUDI-
BLE  21:56:37] and quantity. In engineering, a civil, 
mechanical and electrical.  
 I will say this: If someone has a love for the 
industry and they go to Bermuda College and start 
taking some air-conditioning courses, even if they are 
just a carpenter and can do some air-conditioning 
courses and a mechanical course and just get a gen-
eral understanding of what these things are about, 
they can then become a facilities manager. That’s 
$150,000. It starts a minimum of $100,000 a year.  
 Do you know what you do? They have a prob-
lem; you just pick up the phone and call someone to 
do it. But they need to have someone that has an idea 
of what the problem is. That is the reality of it. If you 
can read the computer, you sit down . . . we now have 
built-in management systems, that when there is a 

problem . . . if it is too warm in this room, too many 
bodies, automatically the air-conditioning system 
knows, I need to chill this room down and the tem-
perature starts coming down. All these things, and the 
person just sits in the office and stares at the screen 
and keeps pressing buttons, Mr. Speaker. That’s what 
he does for $150,000 a year (or she, indeed) within 
the industry. But that comes with the person having 
the love and wanting to go that extra step in order to 
do what they need to do. 
 Every building in this island that has been 
constructed needs a facilities manager or they have a 
company that sees that it’s maintained at a cost. And 
it is not cheap! Once that individual is trained, you 
cannot take it away from him. And we have a lot of 
non-Bermudians that are sitting in these positions as 
facilities managers and when they came to this coun-
try they may have just been a quantity surveyor or 
something of that nature, a foreman. And because of 
the training they received in Bermuda . . . because, let 
me tell you something else, Mr. Speaker. In the world, 
when you come as a plumber, you are a plumber. And 
if you only hang doors in America, that’s all you do. 
You better not put in that cabinet because it’s against 
union rules. 
 
An Hon. Member: And that’s why we want them! 
 
Mr. Darius D. M. Tucker: And if you are doing dry-
wall, that’s all you do. But in Bermuda you are diversi-
fied and you are trained and taught every part about 
that industry as long as you want to. 
 And when I was a manager at Wilkinson Es-
tate, any young apprentice that came down on that 
jobsite, someone from a different trade, I told them, “If 
someone asks you a question about why are you do-
ing that, you don’t tell them. You let me know. Be-
cause I will see to it that they don’t come back here to 
work.” 
 Someone took the time out to teach me, and I 
believe I should take the time out to teach someone 
else. And that’s the way the industry needs to be. But 
because of the change in the industry, because we 
have allowed . . . and because we had no choice. We 
had to bring in some expertise. With that comes a dif-
ferent attitude about how we deal with certain things. 
And that is the reason why the construction industry is 
like it is. But there are a lot of great tradesmen still in 
the industry. But they won’t get the opportunity to be 
that person to make the ultimate money. So, they just 
stay where they are. 
 And the other thing that happens, Mr. 
Speaker, if they feel that you’re making too much 
money you can guarantee they’ll say I ain’t paying it—
I’ll hold off on this cheque. I’ll hold off on this cheque 
and tighten them up. So that is a reality of what hap-
pens in the construction industry. 

And let me talk about the hotel industry. My 
whole family spent their whole life in the hotel indus-
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try. Aunts, Uncles, from Rent-em-Bikes, chamber-
maids, my Aunt Joan, she used to run Harmony Hall 
as a maître d’.  And just to listen to the stories that 
they used to tell and you’d just be amazed at so many 
things that they had to go through. But when our hotel 
industry (and it is slowly coming back) . . . we need to 
start gearing our young people back toward the hotel 
industry.  

Like when I went to Warwick South. Every 
single day except for one day when the Warwick 
South students would be going up into that Hotel 
Technology area from all the different schools, and 
learning about hotels. Some of them are still up at the 
Reefs today—Wyman Lindsay [PHONETIC]. I re-
member Wyman Lindsay, he’s up at the Reefs work-
ing for David Dodwell. But guess where he got his first 
bit of training—in Warwick South. And his love for the 
industry, he’s up there—loves it! You know. 

And so those are some of the things that we 
need to make sure that we still gear our young people 
for because there is money in the industry. We just 
have to gear them towards it and not just let them set-
tle for being a maître d’. They can be the convention 
manager but we have to encourage them to be the 
convention manager and we have to guide them. 

Mr. Speaker, it’s just like when we talked 
about the National Training Board at some point and I 
said that we’re going to have to get our people 
trained, some people for a test. But guess what, if we 
give them the confidence to understand what they’ve 
learned and why they’ve learned it, then, you know 
what? We can say Look, from here now I’m going to 
start theory on it, because you know the answer, but 
I’m going to give you the theory. And that’s why 
they’re given that piece of paper—so they can be-
come that manager and then, as one would say, we 
will have more role models in the hotel industry, in the 
construction industry, to do these types of things that 
need to be done; so that some of our younger people 
that don’t have the confidence in themselves will gain 
that confidence.  

And as the Honourable Member Mr. Kenneth 
Randolph Horton spoke—my former Principal at War-
wick South . . . at Warwick South there was no such 
thing as I can’t. That just did not exist. And if a teacher 
was of a negative spirit, Mr. Horton dealt with it.  

 
The Speaker: The Honourable Member. 
 
Mr. Darius D. M. Tucker: The Honourable Member 
dealt with it. I mean, I can tell you that the honourable 
Principal—I’m saying my honourable Principal! 
 
[Laughter] 
 
Mr. Darius D. M. Tucker: The Honourable Member 
can assure that I didn’t get licks. I can tell you that, I 
didn’t like trouble— 
 

An Hon. Member: You were afraid of him. 
 
Mr. Darius D. M. Tucker: That’s true! And I’m not 
afraid to admit it. You see something that size coming 
down the hallway, you’d be scared too! 
 
[Laughter] 
 
Mr. Darius D. M. Tucker: And if he stuck his head out 
that window and he shouted down by the music room, 
you knew you were in trouble. Okay?  

But that’s also a key factor in today. Our 
young people have no fear. They have no fear. And 
that is something that also needs to happen. We also 
need to have that fear factor because of the fact that, 
if they have fear then they will garnish respect. And it 
is very, very important, Mr. Speaker. 
 And Mr. Speaker, you know we start to talk 
about these various different things and it is some-
thing that . . . it just flashed through my head and I 
wrote it down here. When it comes to this issue of 
Blacks and Whites—and it’s a reality—there are some 
Whites that get a start in life. When they get married, 
their parents may give them a home, and they get a 
start—maybe $20,000, $50,000 in the bank to go 
ahead and start their life. And they have a good job. 
They have a start. 

There’s a large of percentage of Blacks that 
do not get that good start, right? 

And then, there are some Whites that have 
never even had to apply for a mortgage or loan. They 
wouldn’t even know what department of the bank 
that’s in. And that is a reality. That is truly a reality. 

I’m pretty sure that there are very few Blacks 
in this country that would not know where the Loan 
Department is or the Mortgage Department or how to 
fill out the form. So, you know, when you think about 
these things and you break them right down, there are 
a lot of different issues why a Report like this can be 
produced. 

And like they said, there have been quite a 
few reports that have been produced before, but now I 
sit in this Honourable Chamber and this is the first 
report that has been done in my time that I can physi-
cally have my hands on. And I am confident that 
something is going to be done about it because some-
thing has to be done about it, Mr. Speaker. We have 
no choice but to act on these things because the re-
sults of previous reports produced—and no work has 
been done—is a part of the result that we have now. 

And yes, we do have to deal with some of 
these parents in this country. And these parents have 
to be responsible for their children. And some of these 
parents that are having these children, they don’t have 
any training. So, yes, we have to do what we can do 
to assist them. But we cannot baby sit them. We’re 
not going to hold their hands and walk them up and 
down across the street. They have the understanding 
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of knowing right from wrong; they just choose to do 
the other way.  

But there is nothing wrong with hard work and 
achieving what needs to be achieved. And that is 
something that we must instill into our young Black 
males—that hard work is not going to kill you. It may 
take you a little while to get there, but you can get 
there. You can get there, you just need to persevere 
and press on.  And it’s very important that we do that.  

I’m glad to see in the education system that 
we are going to make our teachers more accountable 
because they fought for a better pay-raise so that they 
could be more empowered with the white-[collar] jobs 
and they are now making a good pay package. So 
now they need to be a little bit more dedicated and 
loving toward the industry, because if you don’t love it, 
then you need to get out of it. And we need to get 
people that love it, you know what I mean? That 
teacher that will call your house and say Mr. Tucker, I 
just want to let you know that this and that transpired 
today in school and I just thought you should know. 
And that’s where you can start building that relation-
ship, that bond, because once that happens then the 
child is going to say Man, I can’t act up in school be-
cause they’ll call my daddy.  

Don’t threaten them, you know, you’ve got to 
do it. And then when you get home you talk to them. 
And I’m a person . . . I believe in licks. Talk to them. I 
know what’s transpired. What’s happening? Sit down 
and have that talk. But it comes from building their 
relationship and putting in the time. And it’s very, very 
important.  

And, yes, my mother worked day and night. I 
came from a single-parent home. But, as we all know, 
it is not an excuse. It’s not an excuse, because the 
time that my mother did put in with me and my older 
sisters and brothers . . . they taught me right from 
wrong. So you know right from wrong, then it’s up to 
you to make those decisions on how you’re going to 
go down the road.  

I grew up around [INAUDIBLE] I never 
smoked no weed. But, it was all in front of me. I never 
snorted no cocaine or things of that nature there. So, 
it’s choices that we make. Right? So we don’t have to 
go the other way. The information is out there. When I 
went to school that mobile police bus came around 
and you saw the films and the movies. So, it’s not like 
the information wasn’t there back then. 

 
[Inaudible interjection] 

 
Mr. Darius D. M. Tucker: Terrified!  

And guess what, I was terrified of Miss Dal-
ton-Tucker, too, of Southampton Glebe and I was ter-
rified of Mrs. Martha Phillips, too when she took over 
from Miss Tucker. And I was even terrified of Mrs. 
Douglas when she was at Southampton Glebe. God 
bless her soul, too. But what I’m saying is that those 

things were in place. But it is decisions that you 
choose to make. 
 So, some of our young people, they made bad 
choices. But, I know for a fact, that if they choose to 
change their life everything is here for them to go for-
ward. Everything in this country is here for them to go 
forward. But they need to decide that that’s what they 
want to do. 

And what human beings need to do—they 
need to start being like animals. Animals only eat 
when they’re hungry and they only drink when they’re 
thirsty. Not just because it is there. Oh, I see, oh I 
want it. If humans start to take the attitude of animals . 
. . if animals don’t want to eat they’re not going to eat, 
you know. They’re not going to eat. And that is some-
thing that we may need to start doing and taking from 
that side of the world and putting it into our brain. I’m 
not going to do that—this is what I’m going to do to 
make my life better. I’m not going down that road. Be-
cause there are enough negative examples, that are a 
small percentage that is getting too much air time. 

I mean, even for this Report today, I said, You 
know what, this is another waste of time. But, I said, 
You know what, you’ve got to say what you’ve got to 
say because it’s important to say it. But I think this 
should be the last time we talk about this here. We 
should be starting to implement and do what we have 
to do to ensure that our young males go forward, be-
cause a percentage of White males are in this here, 
too, you know. But the only thing that happens is that 
because of a financial arrangement that their family 
may have, they are sent off. And they come back, 10, 
15, 20 years later. And if they didn’t grow up in your 
neighbourhood, you wouldn’t have known them. And 
you wouldn’t have known that they had a problem be-
cause of resources and the ability to help them. 

Unfortunately, when it happens to Blacks, 
sometimes there are no resources around to do it or a 
decision is made about their life by another profes-
sional. And then they get disgruntled and they get in a 
mind-set and they get around negative people and 
then they just shut down. And they just choose that 
road. But there are enough positive things that hap-
pen in this country continuously. And that is what we 
need to promote.  

As the Honourable Minister said, and I was a 
bit disappointed that we didn’t have that Media Act 
come up today. But, that’s okay. I hope it comes soon 
because everybody has a role to play in this country. 
We are only 21 square miles. Everybody is related in 
some way, be you Black or White. Because they tell 
me down in my constituency there are certain family 
members down there that are cousins—and they’re 
Black and they’re White. Then you sit around and you 
listen to them. And so in that regard, we need to be 
responsible about how we do the people’s business. 

I’m remembering the Honourable Minister Sir 
Derrick Burgess, and the Honourable late Minister Sir 
Nelson Bascome. And when I came up here they said, 
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Cousin, you’re on the other side, but as long as you 
keep it clean everything’s going to be all right. And if 
you need any guidance, we’ll guide you, too. And 
that’s something that you can respect as a young 
Black person coming into the House of Assembly.  

And that is something that we need—we need 
to encourage one another and let them know there is 
a support base here for you. Because we’re only here 
for one thing, you know. When it boils down to it, if we 
are all honest—we are here to help the betterment of 
the country. Because not everyone wants to step for-
ward and take the abuse that comes. I mean, my son 
doesn’t like going out with me all the time because 
everyone’s pulling my arm this way and that way, 
wanting to talk to me about certain circumstances and 
their problems. And they think that we’re saviours.   

We are not the saviours, we can help the 
process. But we also must do a lot of legwork on our 
own to make sure that these things come forward and 
so that when you see this Report it’s only to help the 
industry. 

When the Honourable Senator, the Honour-
able Lt. Col. Burch, had that meeting for Bermudians 
only, I can only guarantee you that that would only 
help the industry, because now you have a Bermudian 
perspective. When the CEOs have an issue, and 
when they had an issue with work permits they went 
to the Minister. That’s the man they had to go through 
because there are policies. Policies can be changed 
from day to day, and it is at the discretion of the Minis-
ter. And if the Minister feels that it is in the best inter-
est of the country, then that’s what he does.  

So with that regard, then they shouldn’t fear 
because people get together to have a meeting. We 
shouldn’t. Information is only dangerous when you 
use it in a negative way. 

 Mr. Speaker, I’m going to wrap up by just 
saying this one thing to the country— 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Mr. Darius D. M. Tucker: I worship on Sunday, too. 
So you need to come to church. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Mr. Darius D. M. Tucker: Within this country we all 
have a responsibility, we all have our talents and we 
must use our talents to better the country. We need to 
stop using the talents that we have and put them in a 
negative vein, because from whom has much, much is  
expected.  
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Mr. Tucker, the Honourable 
Member from Hamilton South. 
 I’m going to take the Honourable Member Mr. 
DeVent from Pembroke South East who has been 
trying to catch my eye. 

 Mr. DeVent you have the floor. 
 
Hon. Ashfield E. DeVent: Thank you very much, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 It’s been quite a long day. Here we are Mr. 
Speaker, discussing “A Study of the Employment, 
Earnings and Educational Gaps Between Young 
Black Bermudian Males and the Same-Age Peers”. 

Mr. Speaker, my constituency contains 
probably a disproportionate amount of those who 
have fallen through the cracks. I mean, I almost feel 
like those of you tonight . . . I’m sure it seems like 
we’ve had this conversation a lot of times. And it’s one 
that really grabs me and grips me.  

Mr. Speaker, let me read just a couple of lines 
in here from the Executive Summary: “Bermudians 
are rightly concerned about the over-representation of 
young Black Bermudian men among those who have 
been incarcerated in Bermuda, especially because of 
drug trafficking and violent crime. Some are con-
cerned that these young men are driven to these ac-
tivities because they are “on the wall,” or idle.” 

So with that in mind, Mr. Speaker, I am sure 
everybody in Bermuda is listening to this debate to-
night.  
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Ashfield DeVent: Duh. I doubt it. I doubt it, Mr. 
Speaker.  

However, Mr. Speaker, maybe, maybe if one 
of my constituents or one of those young Black men 
or two had gotten shot yesterday or today they might 
be listening when the cops have a holiday weekend. I 
don’t think many of us are really caring the way we 
should. Many of us are not caring the way we should. 
We come here, Mr. Speaker, and we speak—we 
talk—and I guess the Government itself makes poli-
cies but we tend to speak a lot, Mr. Speaker. And I 
say nothing comes from talk but sound, and the world 
goes spinning round and round. 

Mr. Speaker, we’re hearing some new sounds 
in this country. We’re hearing the sounds of gunshots. 
We’re hearing the sounds of grieving mothers who 
have lost their children. We’re hearing the sounds of 
children who have lost their parents. We are in a seri-
ous state, Mr. Speaker, and to read this Report—I 
read it before, when it first came out.  Kind of difficult 
reading, too. I mean, it’s an academic study.  

I don’t think Mr. Joe Blow Bermuda is going to 
pick up and really read through it because it’s not that 
type of material. But being a reporter and having to 
read through all this stuff, much of what I saw in here . 
. . and nowhere am I knocking it. But if you go back, 
Mr. Speaker, I mean the Honourable Member Mr. But-
ler [brought] up a whole lot of books written, but I’m 
talking about stuff that Government—that this Hon-
ourable House—has produced. 
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What’s this one—1951 “Report of Commis-
sion of Inquiry into Growth and Population and Ille-
gitimacy.” And it talks about the need for housing, I 
think it said. So many, and then a hundred every year 
after that and all the things . . . that people were living 
in crowded conditions. I think the Honourable Mem-
ber, Mr. Perinchief, spoke to some of those conditions 
that existed in Middletown and those areas. They cre-
ate “Parkside.” They create “4-2.” 

Another one, Mr. Speaker, “Bermuda Civil 
Disorders”—1968—reports on the quality of life. And 
they say basically all the same things, Mr. Speaker. 
It’s like we have to get real, real serious about this—
really serious, Mr. Speaker. 

You know, I heard one Honourable Member 
talk about rap and the rap culture. Not one of those 
things . . . we can’t do anything. Rap? They said rock 
and roll was crazy. The Beatles. You know, youths 
continue to move and quite frankly, Mr. Speaker, I’m 
almost beginning to feel like we are stuck. And the 
young people are looking at us as a bunch of stuck, 
old suit-and-tie fogies. And I hate to be in this position. 
They really think we’re stuck. 

And, Mr. Speaker, some of that rap . . . and 
it’s so strange, someone just gave me a CD—
because I listen to it I like to know where they’re com-
ing from. And one of the things they do is re-make 
music. They take old songs and bring them back. And 
it is a song that Third World does that’s called Tribal 
War. It’s new. I just got it and it’s about tribal war. It’s 
about people killing each other. But then on top of the 
reggae portion of it they rap, Mr. Speaker, and they 
say (I just listened to it this morning), every man has a 
right to earn, every child has a right to learn, and 
Babylon must burn. 

And you know what these young people think 
Babylon is? It’s us—it’s what we represent, it’s the 
system; it’s a system that I’ve heard us talk about to-
night. We’ve heard about how the British treated us—
Colonialism. I’ve heard us talk tonight about some of 
the situations that make some people richer and some 
people poor some people might call that Capitalism. 

 Young people now are looking for something 
different—a change. And capitalism says you get 
over, whether you know you’re met off and you rip 
people off, you get over. And who gets over, and if 
you have enough money to pay the lawyer to get over 
and get off, that’s what you do. 

And then I hear us now talking about our peo-
ple aren’t getting the opportunities in these places. It’s 
sad, but honestly, Mr. Speaker, it’s time for us—
particularly Black people—to stop thinking they’re go-
ing to do it for us. Just like I continue to [INAUDIBLE] 
it’s not that one part of the media. It’s a waste of time. 
What I think is important to be on the front of that pa-
per . . . because they might not think that it’s impor-
tant. We come from different areas, different ideals, 
different views, so why would I even be concerned if 

that story is not where I think it should be. We should 
have our own. 

Good gosh! Really! I mean, we can go . . . do 
you want to go on a history lesson? Let’s talk about 
Marcus Garvey, who at one point they wouldn’t let get 
off a boat. And my father went down there and Black 
people waved at him. But he talked about self-
empowerment. And that’s where we have to move. 
And we have to begin to teach our young children, our 
people—period—Black and White. Let’s not fool our-
selves. A whole lot of White kids are in this madness 
as well.  

And, as an Honourable Member that spoke 
before me said, they got shipped off and go from one 
school to another school and do the same stuff and 
some come back. And I had the opportunity to interact 
with some of them at Kerr Learning Centre. And I was 
somewhat surprised to see some of them but the 
same thing; it’s something that has become inherent 
in the culture. 

And Mr. Speaker, this morning we started out 
with the Honourable Member from St. Kitts, where 
many of us of colour have roots. And he gave us a 
high compliment, and I remember he said, “Bermudi-
ans were people known for focus, discipline and high 
standards.” That’s what he said, that’s how we got to 
the country that we are and that’s how . . . that’s 
probably what made a lot of those people want to 
leave their country, as he said, not having a clue what 
was going to happen but to come to a place where 
people because of those ideals had created some-
thing that somebody else wanted to be a part of and 
take advantage of. 

I’m not sure if we’re as focused and as disci-
plined and have the high standards as we used to, Mr. 
Speaker. We’ve heard Honourable Members talk 
about those who come without these new, what, soft 
skills. Gee, Mr. Speaker, I don’t think it was called that 
in my day, but I certainly knew that when I went to get 
a job I put on my best, I dressed my best, I spoke my 
best—the best that I could do. And I certainly didn’t go 
looking half-way late. There were certain things we 
just knew. And they were a part of the culture, Mr. 
Speaker. But it seems to have fallen aside. And be-
cause of that lack in maintaining those cultures means 
we’re failing in a lot of places.  

Some people will argue that our sporting 
standards are not as high; our cricket teams are not 
as committed as they used to be. If you talk to the 
coaches, Mr. Speaker, they say it’s a hard thing to 
even get them all out when they want them to come 
out.  

And then I’ve heard the brilliant suggestion, 
Mr. Speaker, that we connect our schools with our 
clubs. Our clubs are drug dens, generally. Almost all 
of them! And they’re connected somehow somewhere 
in this crazy gang crap. So, Mr. Speaker, this is seri-
ous. It’s all good to talk about that, but if our clubs are 
all over the place we’re going to put our children in . . . 
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I know some of my constituents have taken their chil-
dren out of particular clubs because of that.  

So, we have a holiday weekend coming up, 
Mr. Speaker, a Bermudaful Heritage Day, and we 
have to arm our police this time around. We’re in 
some serious, serious conditions, and I would have 
thought everybody would be here to hear this tonight, 
Mr. Speaker. But there’s other important things going 
on. There are other important things going on. So not 
everybody that should be hearing this, any of this de-
bate, is really hearing it because I think many Ber-
mudians don’t really care.  

We haven’t started to care. And I don’t think 
enough of us are going to care until somebody closer 
to us is affected directly. It’s easy to talk about these 
kids that aren’t feeling it because the parents . . . it’s 
coming for us. It’s coming for us.  

 
An Hon. Member: Mm-mm-mm. 

 
Hon. Ashfield DeVent: Our tribal war is out there. In 
a 21 square mile place we have young people who 
can go now, Mr. Speaker, not from Somerset to St. 
George’s but from Parson’s Road up to Blinkin Hill to 
St. Monaco’s Road. We’re in some serious crap! And 
people feel it’s not important enough for us to really be 
able to hurt us. I’m frightened Mr. Speaker. And I cer-
tainly don’t want to be . . . I’m not a pessimist; but I 
certainly am a realist. And I have seen this progress. 

And I think when I first got here I thought this 
is déjà vu, I’ve had these conversations and I’ve 
talked about it. 

We’re in some serious conditions.  
 
[Inaudible interjections, laughter] 
 
Hon. Ashfield E. DeVent: Now, Mr. Speaker, I’ve 
heard today, I mean, boy what a lot of things. We’ve 
heard, Mr. Speaker . . . and all right, let me go here. 

We have these studies, a good thing I guess, 
and as I said, the academic studies . . . and that’s 
what we’ve been talking about. Basically we talked 
about the need for our children to get educated. And 
it’s almost to the point where we said, and I fully 
agree, education will set you free. But somehow we’ve 
made it this thought, that you have to get the highest 
education. And the guy who comes to fix your toilet or 
to fix your refrigerator or to fix your car is not as impor-
tant.  

My nephew, Mr. Speaker, wasn’t the most 
scholarly student. Good kid. He is a plumber or learn-
ing to be a plumber. He told me that at one point a 
reggae singer [INAUDIBLE] came to see the Ridge 
and said, “What do you all want to be.” And he said he 
was about the only one who put his hand up be-
cause—that’s another thing. A lot of our children don’t 
have a clue about what they want to be. I don’t know. 
Not even astronaut or something. They don’t seem to 
dream like other children. Something’s missing is us. 

He put up his hand, said he wanted to be a plumber, 
and they laughed. They laughed!  

And do you know what, Mr. Speaker, he said 
“Hey, come up here.” And he said, “Hey I need to 
know you—you’re my mate. Because without a 
plumber I can’t have water to cook, I can’t have water 
to get a bath, and I certainly don’t want my toilet not to 
be flushed! That’s the guy I need to know because 
when you need a plumber, you need a plumber.” 
 
An Hon. Member: And you need him now. 
 
Hon. Ashfield E. DeVent: But somehow, Mr. 
Speaker, we got to this thought that everybody had to 
have a PhD. And I’m not knocking PhDs, Mr. Speaker, 
however, I do find that part of that part of that situation 
is to produce new thought, new ideas, and make them 
highfaluting. But at the end of the day, Mr. Speaker, 
Black people—before we had PhDs, were doing okay, 
too, you know.  

We raised our children pretty good. We built 
houses together pretty good. We had clubs that were 
positive, racking [SOUNDS LIKE] clubs that did things 
right. And then a lot of people seemed to go off and 
get their PhDs and those things and they came back 
and no longer want to be a part of that racking club. 
They joined other more fancy institutions. And left us 
behind; left those clubs and those institutions behind 
to begin to fail.  

I mean, you think, Mr. Speaker, we as a peo-
ple—Black people—produced accountants and all of 
those types of people and lawyers they could come 
back to the same little lowly sporting clubs and put 
something back and financially make them stronger 
and firmer. Whip up a positive five-year business plan, 
ten-year business plan. Or they could have come and 
rewrote the constitution or incorporated those things. 
But we haven’t. 

And we continue to sit up here and say Why 
are they not hiring us? Why are they putting my pic-
ture on [INAUDIBLE]? Because it’s there, and until we 
clearly decide to do what’s best—because that’s what 
those young guys were doing, you know, Mr. Speaker. 
What they’re saying is, Look, I’m not going to sit 
around and wait for the man, for Babylon, to take care 
of me. I’m going to get what’s mine. If I have to sell 
some coke and some dope and get some quick cash 
in my pocket . . . and not all of them are the gangsters 
and not all of them are the ones that fell through the 
cracks. Some of these guys are college graduates. 
Some of these people are college graduates with two 
degrees who have decided I can’t continue to fight a 
capitalist system that grew on my back—on the back 
of my ancestors—and they’re not going to ever help 
me.  

That system’s slavery was a part of what pro-
duced [INAUDIBLE] and it was predominantly on the 
backs of Black males, Black women, too, but pre-
dominantly on . . . So I don’t think truly that that sys-
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tem in going to really put the best of us in the places 
that we deserve to be, because it’s not ours. Histori-
cally, it’s not ours. So until we decide to get out of the 
wasted energy of . . . I understand the importance of 
history, Mr. Speaker, most definitely. Many of our 
young people don’t have time. Like the Honourable 
Member said, they’ll learn about money and now. So 
we dote on history, we do that quite often. But the guy 
out there with the gun in his hand today, he’s not wor-
rying about history. He’s not even worrying about yes-
terday. 

We are in a serious condition, Mr. Speaker. 
Serious condition. But, yet, there are people who don’t 
think it’s important enough for them to be here to hear 
what going on. Maybe it’s the big title that fooled us. 
Maybe it’s not the fact that it’s like Why are Black men 
killing each other in this country? Maybe that’s what it 
should be called. Our Black males are killing each 
other. Then maybe, maybe people would be listening. 
But Mr. Speaker, I’m sure some people out there are 
listening. They’re listening. But Mr. Speaker, I don’t 
think there’s enough because this is a holiday week-
end and the party is on. And I think, Mr. Speaker, 
quite frankly they have partied a lot too much lately. 

The Report says that this is going to require 
the input of everybody. Teachers are going to have to 
buckle-down and work. Parents are going to have to 
leave the party home tonight and be with their . . . 
they’re going to have to buckle-down and work. This 
requires our country to go back to what the Honour-
able Premier of St. Kitts said, to go back to. Go back 
to focused discipline and high standards. And that’s 
across the board, that’s hard—teachers have to, par-
ents let’s start, let’s start—because what they said the 
ruin of a nation starts in the home. The ruin of a nation 
starts in the home so let’s start, then Mr. Speaker. 

The first thing is that our parents have to get 
real serious. Governments bring in legislation. It’s a 
sad fact that we even have to consider bringing legis-
lation to try to make parents do what parents need to 
do. Good gosh. Good gosh, Mr. Speaker. The year 
2010, that’s where we are. We are here thinking of 
legislation to make parents try and be parents. Good 
gosh! That is certainly not a good reflection on us. 
That certainly is not. That’s where we are. 

Mr. Speaker, as I said, I get scared. True. I 
mean, because there are things happening in this 
country that seem to become somewhat out of control. 
I think the Honourable Member, Mr. Perinchief, spoke 
to the times when people, because of conditions, re-
acted and came out and burned down and did things. 
It is different this time, Mr. Speaker. The people are 
different. What they think is important is different. 
What many of them feel is different. How they feel is 
different. 

We heard the Honourable Member, Mr. But-
ler, say that people hold their children’s hands. Good 
gosh, we have to tell them that? But hold your chil-
dren’s hands.  

It’s so strange. A week ago I was in a conver-
sation with a person close to me who is a teacher, and 
her sister. She teaches in a school where her sister 
takes her child. Somehow the conversation came up 
to What happens when they drop children off? The 
sister said, “Well, when I drop my child off it’s have a 
good day, kiss-kiss, mommy loves you. I’ll see you 
later.” And other parents come up and say, “You didn’t 
get the bleep-bleep-bleep. You forgot your bleeping 
blazer . . .” and that’s how they start their morning.   
 Mr. Speaker, we have some serious things to 
address in this country. I think it was clear from this 
Report that family, how the family is structured, what 
rules and what direction the family plays in a child’s 
life is extremely important in his life, but in his educa-
tional attainment and what’s expected. What is ex-
pected? 
 We now have to begin to expect the best out 
of each other across the board. It is not enough to let 
things slip behind. And I have raised this issue before, 
because we are talking about discipline and generally 
millions of dollars worth of unpaid fines. People don’t 
care. Probably millions of dollars of unpaid child sup-
port. People don’t care. And it seems that if you begin 
. . . I guess we have to try to get back to that, because 
I don’t think we were that way. 
 We are at the point, Mr. Speaker, where it is 
almost a badge of honour for a young Black man to go 
prison. You know? He gets shout outs and everybody 
is supporting him. He did wrong, but everybody— 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Ashfield DeVent: So that’s where we are, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 Somehow we must try to change that. It is not 
a good thing to go to prison. Good gosh. It is a good 
thing to come back with a degree or come back quali-
fied in something. But I think we are in a place, Mr. 
Speaker, where people don’t want to go to that time 
and effort. It’s too easy to just try and get somebody to 
swallow something and bring it in and turn it over 
quick—make me some quick money. 
 For far too long, Mr. Speaker, it seems that 
we allowed this to happen, people and houses and 
areas in this community where everybody in the area 
seems to know that it takes place. Yet, we have not 
been able—or we refuse—to deal with it. So we have 
talked about this today, boys want to follow in daddy’s 
footsteps. They want to be just like daddy. So, if 
daddy is a gangster, he will be a gangster. I am sure 
in some cases, probably three generations of gang-
sters. And they get better at it. And before it was just a 
little drugs, and now it’s guns. And now we will shoot 
each other to protect my little area. We have some 
serious issues to deal with. 
 Single parents. We talked about that, Mr. 
Speaker. Nothing new. Nothing new at all. Soon after 
mankind made it here we have had single parents. 
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That’s probably not the ideal, but it is not an excuse 
for failure because we could probably list off hundreds 
of people in this country who have been extremely 
successful who came out of single parent homes. 
 I think, Mr. Speaker, it is our culture. I think 
the Honourable Member from St. Kitts . . . what reso-
nated to me from his talk was how they have to be 
prepared to quickly change and look for new ways to 
survive as they had the sugar industry struck. What is 
happening in the world? I am sure we are doing it, but 
even this concept that some people say that Bermudi-
ans are leaving. That happens, Mr. Speaker. This is 
now a global world. 
 I tell my son to be prepared to go wherever he 
wants to go to live the life he wants to live and make 
what money he wants to make. Bermuda is a great 
place, and it’s home; but it is a vast world. And be pre-
pared if you want to go out in that world. That is how it 
works. 
 And this thing we call globalism has affected 
us too. That’s another one of those systems. That is 
part of the system that all over the world you can now 
get cheap labour from somewhere else. And it’s caus-
ing immigration problems all over the place. And it is 
also employers. We say, “Hire our Bermudians” . . . 
they were not necessarily worrying about hiring a Ber-
mudian; he’ll hire the cheapest person he can get to 
do the job. Let’s be real. That’s capitalism. That is 
what these young people want to see burn. It might 
not be working for them the way they want it to work, 
or they think it should be working. That is why some of 
them want to see it burn. 
 And that’s us! Truthfully, we represent what 
they think is wrong. And now we’re obligated to 
quickly get out there and get hold of these people. 
And some of those ideas are great. I would love to 
see a church, a community and a club, a church a 
club and a school on a tripod. I would love to see that.  

Clubs? We have to clean them up. There is 
no sense in sending them to any of these clubs now, 
because we are sending them to a drug den. Let’s be 
honest about it. There are not too many clubs around 
here that you can go in the gate and say, What’s you 
got? That’s not new. 
 
The Speaker: One minute. 
 
Hon. Ashfield DeVent: Mr. Speaker, all I am saying 
is that we have a lot of work to do. It is going to re-
quire the effort of each and every one of us rolling up 
our sleeves. Nothing comes from talk but [INAUDI-
BLE]. We have to seriously act. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Mr. De Vent, the Honour-
able Member from Pembroke South East. 
 I am going to take the Honourable Member, 
Ms. D. Butterfield from Pembroke West Central.  
 

Hon. D. Neletha I. Butterfield: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 I hope I can get through some with my cough 
that I have. Hopefully I will.  
 Mr. Speaker, with your permission and know-
ing that I do wear another hat, and that’s Care Learn-
ing Centre, I want to thank the Honourable Member 
who took his seat and mentioned Care Learning Cen-
tre, having met a lot of young Black males around 
there, both he and the Honourable Michael Weeks, for 
the outstanding work that they were both doing when I 
was first called to be a Minister full time. The Honour-
able Member DeVent was able to carry on there and 
the Honourable Member, Mr. Weeks, continues to be 
the chairman of the board. 
 I mention that because I feel what the Hon-
ourable Member is feeling, especially when he has to 
go down to the court house. And he dashes back up 
here and he says, “You know, the guy who came to 
the school is downstairs and getting ready to be sen-
tenced, or has been arrested for something.” And we 
used to say they were destined for something if we 
didn’t reach them like we should have reached them 
while they were there.  
 As the Honourable Member turned to the Ex-
ecutive Summary of this Report, “Study on Employ-
ment, Earnings, and Educational gaps between 
Young Black Bermudian Males and their Same-age 
Peers”, and it started out where, “Bermudians are 
rightly concerned about the over-representation of 
young Black Bermudian men among those who have 
been incarcerated in Bermuda . . .” And I pause there, 
when they say “incarcerated.”  
 Remember we changed it from “inmates” to 
“residents.” And I started back then, it’s another hat I 
wore, Mr. Speaker. I started back in 1984 at the Sen-
ior Training School. And anyone here from St. 
George’s would know where that was, in front of the 
St. George’s Club. And it started out with some very 
young teenage boys who now . . . we just had a 
graduation two years ago. And the guy who touched 
my back was there. I looked at him and said, “Oh my 
God. Don’t tell me that’s your son.” 
 And he said, “Yes.” 
 I said, “My goodness. I saw you last when you 
were 16 years old.”  
 So you see the pattern over and over and 
over, especially when it comes to dropouts. 
 But some years ago, and this is a written 
speech that was published by Dr. Martin Luther King. 
And it talked about the Good Samaritan. And many of 
us know that little Scripture where the first question 
the Priest and the Levites asked was, If I stop to help 
this man, what will happen to me? But the Good Sa-
maritan reversed the question and said, If I do not 
stop to help this man, what will happen to him? And I 
believe that is why so many of us have gotten up to-
day and spoken on the plight of these young Black 
males. 
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 But what disturbed me was that those who 
really had their fingers on the pulse . . . you don’t hear 
about them in this Report. I think if you heard about 
them in this Report, it might be even worse than we 
think it is, and I believe that’s why the Honourable 
Member DeVent said what he said, because it is 
worse. 
 I say that now when I speak about my Minis-
try. I decided to venture out of the Ministry and go into 
some of the Departments. By the time I got to one 
place I said, “My goodness, what’s happening here?” 
Then when I got to Child and Family Services, I sat 
down and had a talk. The numbers were alarming. 
And then it was the Foster Care. Now, that was really, 
really alarming, because now we have other people 
raising other people’s children. Not just one in the 
family or two.  
 So, as we celebrate Foster Care and Parent 
Care month, we have to congratulate them because 
they are saving some of our young people. And while 
they are trying to save them, and many of us have 
had a cousin or someone stay by our house for a 
weekend . . . some of these people have them for a 
lifetime, up until age 18. And while they have them, 
they have multiple disorders, some of them, through 
drug addicted parents. 
 So, where the problem lies is that when I fi-
nally went to Bermuda Youth Counselling, I said to the 
young lady there, “How many” and I didn’t ask the 
numbers. When I got back into the office I said I 
needed the numbers, because what I was hearing 
was very alarming. And, yes, as the Minister for Cul-
ture and Social Rehabilitation, it is almost like this is 
the beginning, when it should not be. The beginning is 
in that family household, parental involvement and 
then onto the schools, and within the school systems. 
And that’s where it should stop. Yes, we can get the 
odds falling through the cracks, but all of it is falling 
through the cracks and, honestly, one of the biggest 
social responsibilities that we are faced with.  
 So, when I asked, “Who are the clients that 
you are seeing down here?” I was hoping that they 
would tell me those between the ages of 18 and 25. 
They were between the ages of 12 and 17. Okay, so I 
typed in the computer, “How many males.” 
 The said, “Forty-four.” 
 So you see where the problem is. There are 
issues within the educational system that can be iden-
tified early, but it’s so overwhelming. And what made 
me look into it is because they needed more social 
workers. Now I am finding out why they  need more is 
because so many of them are coming out of the sys-
tem with some very serious issues to which I thought 
the gap was closed up so we wouldn’t have this. But 
the numbers are getting higher, and higher, and 
higher and higher. 
 Then I decided to ask a question, “Well, there 
are so many males coming to you. Are they in 
school?” 

 They said, “No.” 
 I said, “Whoops. Here we go again.” 
 And you find the trend, and you feel like sing-
ing that song, Around and around we go—same old 
circle going around and around and around, and it’s 
been going on for years. Too many drop out!  
 Now, I could declare good business for me. 
But is it? No, Mr. Speaker. Because when you are in a 
private entity they have to pay; but when they are in 
the school system it’s free. Most parents say, “Oh, I 
thought it was a government school.” So they all come 
marching around feeling that they are entitled to drop 
their children off.  
 Yes. Well, when Rome was going down, 
those young men (as Honourable Members can tell 
you) were not going down because they are not pay-
ing, it is going down because they can’t travel in this 
area. Can’t travel from St. George’s to Pembroke; 
can’t travel from Somerset to Pembroke. These are 
young people that need high school diplomas. It is a 
real serious problem there. 
 So, I decided to venture to one of the senior 
secondary schools and stopped there for a couple of 
minutes, because I wanted to ask a couple of girls that 
I knew who went to school with my grandchildren. I 
said, “How do you feel about your counterpart being 
suspended or expelled from school?” Do you know 
what the young girl said? “Why do they keep doing 
that? Why do they keep sending the boys home?”  
 And that’s a problem that we are having. We 
are going to have to work together where if you need 
volunteers up there to keep those young people in 
school, if you allow them to drop out, there is a regi-
ment out there recruiting them to all kinds of negative 
things. Recruiting them to do that. And it is not right 
and we must be able to do more when these young 
males drop out of school. 
 Mr. Speaker, for the last two years . . . and I 
believe we can see it coming. And I will read this to 
you, with your permission. Most of the time you will 
ask a young student who has dropped out of school to 
write an essay on why you want your GED? The es-
say is four lines. And you know an essay is a whole 
page and a half when we went to school. This is 
scary. 
 He says, “In the long term I want to be work-
ing fixing cars and bikes or working in a hotel or as a 
barber. My short term is to be at school until I am 18.” 
 I know who he is. He ended up— 
 
An Hon. Member: That’s an essay? 
 
Hon. D. Neletha I. Butterfield: That’s an essay. 
 And I am talking about three or four years 
ago. 
 I know where he is. He ended up at Westgate. 
I am just saying how the trend goes. Some do make it. 
Some do get their GED. 
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 We heard the Honourable Deputy Premier, 
Minister Paula Cox, talk highly about what the Minister 
of Works and Engineering was doing with a private 
organisation, sending his staff there to get their GED. 
But what happened was that some of the children 
were so rude that they put them in the same class 
with the guys. They are all [INAUDIBLE] in a few 
months. So, you know it’s there, and you can help 
them. 
 I will just go back to the back of the book be-
cause I, like my colleague, understand all of this here, 
got enough other books around to tell us about this 
and that, but if you turn to page 206 (I haven’t heard 
anyone mention it), it says, “Currently no government 
agency, including the National Training Board or the 
Training and Employment Service, makes a priority of 
serving the youth or workforce development needs of 
out of school youth between 16 and 18 years, who 
lack a GED certification. These are probably . . .” Well, 
I think that nobody hit reality. I am going to say these 
are the youth who are sitting on the wall. 
 They are not enrolled, they are unemployed, 
and the youth most likely to be involved in criminal 
behaviour. And it’s true. The Honourable Member 
Ashfield DeVent sees the way it is downstairs. They 
are right there. And I can recall going through a list of 
names who never cared. And then when you look at 
the page, you say, “Oh my goodness. If only you 
would have helped her, maybe you would have made 
a difference.” And it is only common sense. Nobody 
has to tell us that if we are just sitting around not do-
ing anything. 

And then it goes on to say, “When they leave 
the public schools, perhaps after having been disci-
plined several times for rule-breaking behavior . . .” 
That’s what we call “burnout.” 
 Now, if you were at the Care Learning Centre 
and saw some of that behaviour, you could witness 
the [INAUDIBLE] around there because some kids 
have been punched, kicked, and that’s not good be-
cause somebody’s fighting. It is all about patients. Be-
cause something either has happened to the child 
before they came to school, they could have been in a 
room with parents who were smoking marijuana all 
night, got up with music playing . . . all kinds of things 
are going on. 
 One thing I noticed about little children. They 
do not want to tell. Unless you are with a whole group 
of them and say, “How many of you have seen this 
before?” Somebody will say, “Yeah, my daddy had 
that last night.” But they say it in a group, but not this 
one-on-one thing. It’s interesting as we go through 
and find out what’s going on. 
 Now, it also goes on to say, “. . . for rule-
breaking behavior and falling behind in their work . . .” 
Somebody is not following up.  
 “. . . a few may enroll in the "tech" program. 
But this program, serves a small only a small number 
of students with funds from the Department of Educa-

tion.” I am assuming that that is the tech up at the . . . 
it has to be that. It says “tech programme.” I am sure 
they must have meant something else.  
 Mr. Speaker, it goes on to the next page and 
says . . . and this is an interesting one. Many people 
have spoken, but it says in terms of the amount of 
expenditure that is spent on a student in the secon-
dary school, $16,000 to $24,000. . . did anybody read 
that? Page 206. It says, “Suppose half of this amount 
represented fixed costs, associated with maintaining 
school facilities, administering educational services 
and other expenditures that do not vary per student. 
This means that somewhere between $8,000 and 
$12,000 is currently left behind in the Department of 
Education's budget, but not being used by the Na-
tional Training Board, the Training and Employment 
Service, or any 207 other government agency, to 
serve these former students.”  
 But yet, the Ministry of Culture and Social Re-
habilitation has to spend millions of dollars for finan-
cial assistance as well as sending students overseas 
for psychological educational programmes.  
 The Report goes on to say, “These funds 
should be made available to some new agency . . .” I 
don’t know what they mean by new, because that 
would be insulting to the adult education school who 
celebrated 50 years and 50 years of success. And an 
insult to 27 years of success for Care whose primary 
commission is to serve other school youth who lack a 
GED, with the most innovated services available 
through youth services organisations in Bermuda. And 
I think if you go on the Internet or any where else in 
the world no matter how far you go there is an alterna-
tive programme with everything that child needs at-
tached to that programme. Social workers cycle so 
that the students can be integrated.  

Now, we hear the GED and we hear people 
get up and talk about the GED, a High School equiva-
lency programme. But who is it for? Not just for people 
that just drop out of school, because you have to have 
at least five years of schooling. And if you didn’t have 
the five years of schooling, well, in our own system if 
you say five years you have to be taught it. Because it 
is math, science, reading, language, and social stud-
ies; and if you can’t read . . . and I’m telling you, Mr. 
Speaker, here is the language. With your permission, 
Mr. Speaker, it is an essay, a page and a half: “My 
long-term goals are to get my education and become 
an electrician [not spelled right]. I can achieve them 
goals by studying hard and putting my mind to it. I 
would like to become electrician because it is easy 
work with it high paying.”  

That is how it is written.  
“I would like to get my education wild” [sic] 

(And ‘while’ is spelled w-i-l-d.) “I’m young because it is 
embarrassing when you’re older.”  

True.  May be somebody’s daddy.  
That is Michael’s, “For my Future.”  
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Now enough is enough, you start getting 17-, 
18- and 19-year olds writing like that with no correc-
tion or no . . . it’s astonishing. It is very hard to believe. 
What you do believe is if that person stays around 
long enough they will be writing a page and a half be-
cause there is someone there that cares for that to 
happen, Mr. Speaker. It is very important.  

Now Mr. Speaker, some years ago I did “On 
the Wall” programme in the prison. And I said “On the 
Wall,” because there were these two guys sitting on 
the bench, and this Report talks about employment 
and education, and these guys were sitting on the 
bench, Mr. Speaker. [INAUDIBLE] There are two 
young boys sitting on the bench and there are adults 
there reading the newspaper. Obviously you can see 
that they are not working. So, the adult says: “But you 
guys just graduated from High School. I’m sure that 
you can find a job. Here, read these Want Ads.”  

So the guy says, “Yeah,” with a cigarette in 
his mouth “Well, we sort of never really got into read-
ing, you know.”  So he couldn’t even apply for a job.  

So here in the Report it talks about the skills 
of these individuals and tells us all about what [INAU-
DIBLE] there are job opportunities. And yes there are.  

I also heard the Honourable Member, Mr. 
Darius Tucker, read out something for $15,000, I can’t 
remember what it was. But if that person had any 
sense, he’ll go and . . . not Mr. Tucker, the person 
who was— 

 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. D. Neletha I. Butterfield: Yeah!  

Well how do you think they get there, Mr. 
Speaker?  

I don’t know if many people know Mr. Kevin 
Bean, he is a math teacher at Bermuda College. And 
once in a while he visits here to teach them about the 
Pythagorean Theorem. He loves it! So that they can 
know what the roof top looks like and how you get 
your 90 degree angle. And that goes to finding the 
hypotenuse and all of that, Pythagorean Theorem. He 
teaches them that. He teaches them about being the 
engineer and the facilitator, manager and so forth. But 
you can’t only teach them and tell them about it, but 
encourage them to get a high school diploma.  

So, what can the village do? Each one reach 
one; each one teach one. It has come to that point 
now that we are going to have to take one and help 
one. Many years ago, there was a programme were it 
was School-to-Work. Every Friday you hear about 
work release, but every Friday or after 2:00 students 
went to perspective employers. What we would like 
about it is that at the end of the school year they had a 
summer job. Yes, some of them did. Some of them 
ended up staying there. You see them on the streets 
today and they will say, “Thank you very much.”  
So there are success stories, and things that do hap-
pen. But we can’t kid ourselves and think that they 

have dropped out of school without any skills but we 
have got to teach them those skills. There is nothing 
[more] heart-wrenching then walking up and talking to 
you and pulling off. It’s okay. But you have to correct 
them and get them to understand. When they walk up 
with hats on their heads, you just say, Look, we have 
a whole bag [SOUNDS LIKE] inside. And yours can 
be included. They would not wear it again.  But we 
have this fear of how they dress, and I have come to 
the conclusion that so many of them just don’t know. 
And we have to teach them what to do. And that takes 
me back to the Village. That takes me back to OTW—
Out the Window club.  

We had all those riots back then. Remember, 
the BELCO riots Mr. Speaker? Remember the BELCO 
riots?  

 
The Speaker: Yes, in 1965. 
 
Hon. D. Neletha I. Butterfield: That’s right. 

Out of the riots the OTW club was formed. 
Right?  

 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. D. Neletha I. Butterfield: Oh, Pembroke Com-
munity Club. Yes.  

And I was a little girl wondering what was go-
ing on. I saw my Godfather, the Butterfields, Hubert 
Raymond. And I saw my father, Charles, and then I 
saw Mr. Edward Davis run, getting in their cars and 
head for Spanish Point. And I thought it was some 
sporty thing that was happening, because their cars 
where down low. I thought that was the style. But do 
you know what was in their cars weighing them down? 
Cement blocks, to build the Pembroke Community 
Club. And all kinds of things came out of there. And 
that is what the Honourable Member was talking 
about.  

And that is why the other day I gave that 
speech that the village was on fire. Because so many 
people got like the Jefferson’s, and that song goes: 
I’m moving on out. Where? Finally got a piece of the 
rock. So their village where they came from is all to 
pieces now, and nobody is coming back to fix it.  

I didn’t mean to say that the village was burn-
ing just letting them know that there are some prob-
lems in the village that they once were. And they need 
to come. And some of you know that I have not 
moved out of my village. I haven’t moved out. Not yet. 
But some of us have gone to bigger things, and forgot 
what [we] left behind and it is a mess. If you look at 
some of the places where Honourable Member 
Weeks is, and Honourable Member Ashfield DeVent 
and Ron Backaton [PHONETIC]. And you hear people 
talk about, I remember when. . . Well, we have to pro-
tect it.  We really have to protect it.  

And I think that it is sad that we have left a lot 
of our young people to grow up like weeds in a park-
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ing lot. Because this is what they look like. Just grow-
ing up, not knowing anything.  

We must concentrate on science. I heard 
someone talk about that earlier, about science and 
how maybe folks don’t want to talk about it. But the 
body changes as you grow. When you are in Primary 
school you do so much. Once you reach Middle 
school the brain starts to cause other things to de-
velop, especially with our young Black males. But no-
body can understand that.  

And that is what I told you months ago, Mr. 
Speaker. I had to finally get a book that said what 
makes them act that way. And reading that book I 
found out. A whole lot of changes. And parents need 
to be studying that, and to be able to understand that.  

I don’t recall seeing anything in this Report to 
say what is going wrong, because the first speaker on 
the other side said this morning, “What are we doing? 
What are we doing about it?” I thought I wrote the ex-
act words down as to what . . .  

 
[pause] 
 
Hon. D. Neletha I. Butterfield: Coming to that page 
Mr. Speaker . . . I guess that I can’t find it right now, 
but that person did say, ”What are we doing about it?”  

Then I recall the Premier getting up and say-
ing that he has been 17 years in this legislature ad-
dressing the concerns of young Black males. Now, 
Mr. Speaker, some of us have been doing it for three 
decades—for 30 years. That is why we can say that 
apples don’t fall too far from the tree. And we see how 
our young people are reacting.  

I get various emails, most of them in the eve-
ning, the majority of them late at night. Most people 
say turn it off. Majority of the time you can tell that it is 
an irritated single parent, or an irritated single mother. 
And I say it like that because the parent is single, but 
her mother is writing the email to say that “my daugh-
ter is a single mother.” And it is all for financial assis-
tance. “How you going to help me?” What I do is make 
appointments and make sure that I can sit with them. 
Because I never hear, “Where is the father of the chil-
dren?”  

And when you do ask . . . “Incarcerated.”  
Interesting things that are going on in society 

that make you shake your head. Yes, some of us 
have had individuals that have been incarcerated and 
have to move on, but now when they are incarcerated 
and have the children, they need help. I mean protec-
tion. They follow me—and angry, because “Who’s is 
going to feed my baby?” Pushing the carriage right to 
your office. “Who is going to look after my child?” How 
do you calm her down?  What do you do? You have to 
do something quick, because they look very angry. 
And these are the things that are happening in our 
country today.  

Mr. Speaker, behind the walls, in the margins, 
we have to be real and know that the majority of our 

problems are parents, especially males by the num-
bers that we see who are addicted to drugs. And 
through the addiction, even in recovery, you can’t go 
out to work unless you are fully recovered, or you 
caught yourself and you’re doing something about 
that.  

Another thing that I notice that our young 
people . . . when I talk about the circle going around 
the circle. It is interesting with all the new opportuni-
ties today, yes, and somebody has to drive the trucks. 
But if you think about it for awhile, we have so many 
young males—it a job, it is a good job. And like it was 
said throughout the Report and said by others, some 
are satisfied, like their parents were satisfied 30 years 
ago just to be that truck driver. Not to earn the truck, 
like so many others do, White counterparts, they are 
driving the truck. And trucker’s helper. And they have 
enough funds to support their families. Got to do just a 
little bit more. Do something extra. And that is be-
cause as some of the delivery mans just don’t bother 
to go to work.  

Mr. Speaker, when I’m talking about earnings 
as well in the Report. Page 14 talked about earnings.  
 
The Speaker: One minute. 
 
Hon. D. Neletha I. Butterfield: One minute already? 
Oh goodness Mr. Speaker. Well let me quickly close, 
with your indulgence Mr. Speaker. Let me quickly 
close.  

Maybe a minute for drinking my water.  
So I am going to read this last one to you be-

cause I thought we got a little better Mr. Speaker. And 
the old man, all these were males. “My ambitions or 
goals in life are not too inquisitive. I plan on finishing 
school or maybe going to collede” [sic] (Spelled with a 
d.) “I just want to get ahead in life and be successful. 
When I was younger I wanted to be a firefighter. 
Chee, [sic] we have to light that bulb again. But now it 
is either that or electrician” (Spelled wrong there. 
Maybe they both went to the same teacher.) “I plan on 
getting my GED and then following up on my carerrs” 
[sic] (Spelled with two r’s.) “I never wanted to be any-
one too special, like the President of the United States 
or the Governor of Bermyda” [sic] (And Bermuda was 
spelled with a y.)  “or anything like that. I just want to 
do me. Have fun in life but not too much fun, you 
know what I mean. I want to have a steady job when I 
get up in age so I won’t have to worry about looking 
for another job all the time.”  

What does that tell you? Is he even looking for 
a job? Like half of the people in Bermuda; must be 
half of the Black males. “When I get a steady job I 
might have a couple of youth, so there will still be a 
piece of me here when I am gone.” Those are the 
things.  

I close with this, Mr. Speaker, to every Black 
male during Bermuda Heritage: You have a rich heri-
tage. You are the head of a nation. Together with 
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somebody, the sky is the limit. Be that shooting star; 
success for you no matter who you are. Respect 
yourself don’t act the fool. Have a pride. Remember 
the Golden Rule: Do unto others  . . . the rest you 
know. You are going to reap just what you sow. Take 
a stand! Be a Man! Be a Man. Take a stand and be a 
Great Black Man. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you Minister Butterfield, the 
Honorable Member from Pembroke West Central.   

I now recognise the Honourable Member Mr. 
W. Weeks from Pembroke Central.  

The Honourable, Mr. Weeks has, the floor. 
 
Mr.  Michael Weeks: It’s M. Weeks, Mr. Speaker.  

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  
I thank you for the opportunity to be able to 

stand before this Honourable House, can’t say today, 
but tonight, and address issues, Mr. Speaker, that I, 
like many others, am extremely passionate about. 
One thing I must say, though, about speaking late is 
that most or a lot has already been said. But I am go-
ing to do my best to make an informed contribution, 
Mr. Speaker.  

As I stand before you today, I stand as a fa-
ther of three Black males. As a former supervi-
sor/worker of nearly 20 years at the residential care 
facility, Mr. Speaker, also known as Oleander Cottage 
for boys, and Brangman Home for girls. I would like to 
say at this point, Mr. Speaker that 20 years ago, 
around 1990 or early there about, when I was a Su-
pervisor at Oleander Cottage, I wrote a letter to the 
then Health Minister of the government of the day tell-
ing him that what I saw living with these boys, the 
gang signs, the graffiti that was being painted on our 
walls. And all around the place I saw these things. But 
I never got a response.  

And people that talked to me that [said I was] 
starting fires that were not true. And 20 years later 
look at the plight that we are in.  

So Mr. Speaker, any one who knows me, 
knows that I have spent the majority of my life fighting 
for the rights and opportunities of others, and working 
with and for disenchanted Black males. Mr. Speaker, 
this goes back many years, as I have already stated. 
I, along with passionate individuals, attempted to 
close down one of the most infamous universities, 
Howard University, Washington DC, due to the civil 
injustices that we saw. That was way back in 1982-83. 
So these issues we are dealing with are not new. But 
that young man now stands before you a man, an MP, 
a man who is stating without equivocation that we are 
in the midst of a crises—a crisis which has been 
evolving for some time and one which doctors in our 
midst would attest you just can’t take two aspirin and 
call them in the morning.  

Mr. Speaker, I have put a lot of these down on 
paper because, being an older Black male, I have so 
many things to say. So for clarity of thought I decided 

to keep my thoughts together and put them down on 
paper with your indulgence.  
 
Mr. Speaker: Carry on. It is all right to refer to your 
notes.  
 
Mr. Michael Weeks: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  
However, Mr. Speaker, this is a crisis that can be 
dealt with when we bring full equality into the equa-
tion. I want to be clear. Yes, there are other ethnic 
groups that have issues, but I want to be clearly fo-
cused tonight on the Mincy Report. That specifically 
talks about the plight of our young Black males. Mr. 
Speaker, they are the ones who oftentimes fail to 
graduate from senior school. They are the ones we 
read about most in our Daily on a regular basis or we 
see regularly on the news, again in a negative light.  

They are the ones who statistically are jam-
ming our prisons and finding themselves, and indi-
rectly their families, in peril. They are the ones, Mr. 
Speaker, who stop me as I walk through my constitu-
ency up in Pembroke East Central, because they are 
distraught over their circumstances and they don’t 
know what to do. Mr. Speaker, the parents of these 
young Black males are the ones that call me at all 
hours of the night seeking counsel and help in hopes 
of reaching their sons or a male relative gone or going 
astray. They are the ones, Mr. Speaker, that need our 
immediate attention.  

As the Honourable Premier stated back in 
December 2009 right in this Honourable House, the 
worst manifestation of anti-social behaviour by a still 
small minority of young Black males is symptomatic of 
a far deeper problem. I agree with that sentiment ex-
actly. We cannot ignore the consistent thread that is, 
more times then not, missing in the fabric of many of 
our young Black males, Mr. Speaker. And that is their 
lack of completion of education. And many of the 
Honourable Members of this House have referred to 
education as a very important fabric in our society. Mr. 
Speaker, when we talk of any young Black male, for 
that matter, who is suffering as a result of social ills, 
introduced to crime at a young age, and nine times 
out of ten they will tell you that they wish they would 
have completed their education. They themselves 
recognise the importance of that missing piece.  

Mr. Speaker, we have heard much about the 
Mincy Report today. This Report, which, I might add, 
has stark and frightening similarities to the Pitt Com-
mission Report of nearly 30 years ago . . . as has 
been said already, these issues are not new. But I 
think now is a better time than any for us to finally  
address it. That Report is quite candid on issues faced 
by our Black males and the ultimate result of such.  

Dr. Mincy noted that when tourism experi-
enced structural decline in the mid ’80s (and I quote 
this from the Report), “The industrial composition of 
Bermuda’s work force changed, along with global re-
cession and the rise of international business has con-
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tributed to the economic modernization of many of our 
Black males.” And I must say at this time, Mr. 
Speaker, if one doesn’t believe this Report, feel free to 
visit my barbershop up at Cox’s Hill, known as Por-
traits, and many other barbershops around the island 
where the issues of the day confronting our Black 
males are discussed with vigor and insightful contribu-
tion. And, I might add, Mr. Speaker, not always with 
the language of gentlemen and [INAUDIBLE], be-
cause we have a lot of angry young Black men out 
there.  

Lord Pitt specifically cited racial conflict and a 
limited scope for employment of Black Bermudians in 
what he called a “White economy.” That, again, was 
30 years ago (or there about). Now, Mr. Speaker, this 
I reiterate not to incite a level of discomfort or discord, 
but to simply bring to the fore something that is known 
and that has been known for many years.  

The President of the United States, President 
Obama, said, “Let us not allow the perfect to be the 
enemy of the good.” We have seen what is going on 
in our streets and the time to act decisively and clearly 
is now. Mr. Speaker, it is time for us to take a stand 
and recognise that enough is truly enough. I have said 
it before in this Honourable House, and I have heard 
many Honourable Members say this over and over, 
enough is enough, where the fate of our young Black 
males, crime and social ills are concerned. And it is 
time for the blame game to cease.  

Mr. Speaker, this is not a political party issue. 
This is a bi-partisan issue; one that we must tackle as 
a community. We can give examples. We can speak 
intelligently. But if we don’t roll up our sleeves, like my 
Honourable colleague MP DeVent said . . . if we don’t 
roll up our sleeves and fix this problem now our coun-
try and our status as a global leader, a global player, 
will be in jeopardy.  

At this point, Mr. Speaker, I need to say that 
this is not just a teacher issue; this is one that we 
must tackle as a community. This is not just a church 
issue, but it is the issue of our whole community. And, 
Mr. Speaker, this is not just a law enforcement issue, 
but it is an issue for the community as a whole. It is 
time, sir, to teach and show our Black males that we 
care. The time for change is now. It is time for them to 
raise their standards—as they raise their pants up to 
the waist. No pun intended Mr. Speaker.  We have to 
pull up our pants in so many ways. So, Mr. Speaker, 
we find ourselves in a situation now that we not only 
have those who are unemployed, but those who are 
increasingly becoming unemployable. We have to get 
back to the basics, Mr. Speaker—reading, writing, and 
old fashion arithmetic.  

Having said all that, what is the solution? I 
don’t think anyone has a sure-fire silver bullet. But 
most of us sitting in the House have been taught 
about Sir George Somers, Sir Francis Drake, Vasco 
da Gama, and the like. And that is fine Mr. Speaker, 
but it is time now that our young Black males learned 

of their history to help instill in them a sense of pride in 
self and in country. Because, Mr. Speaker, just in 
case anyone does not know this, our history does go 
back further than the Sea Venture of 1609. We have a 
proud history.  

In addition, Mr. Speaker, we need to bring 
back the trade schools. We have heard this over, and 
over today, and we have heard it in the past. This is 
not a solution or a suggestion that is brand new, but 
one that is worthy of reintroduction. We must keep on 
visiting it until we get some action on it. I know that 
this is something that my Honourable colleague, the 
Minister of Education, Minister James, is looking to 
address, hopefully in the near future.  

Mr. Speaker, this trade school will go a long 
way in getting our males, in particular those disen-
chanted young Black males, an opportunity to bridge 
this disconnect. Mr. Speaker, with introduction of the 
new hotels on our horizon we may need to employ 
some of our former or older hotel workers—just a 
suggestion—from back in the day; men of distinction 
who can pass along their skills to the younger Black 
males that we were exposed to when we were a little 
younger. Let’s not get caught with our pants down, Mr. 
Speaker. No pun intended. Let us be ready for the 
reemerging of a stimulated economy.  

There is a lot of valuable information in the 
Report, and as I close I must say, Mr. Speaker, if we 
are to save our families, our unions, our schools, our 
communities, we must address these issues or imme-
diacy, and a sense of urgency.  

So, Mr. Speaker, I’m not going to hold you too 
long, because most has already been said. But I 
would like to close with a little African proverb, and my 
Honourable colleague, MP DeVent, touched on it. The 
African proverb reads: The rule over Nation begins in 
the homes of its people.  

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you Mr. Weeks, the Honourable 
Member from Pembroke East Central.  

Are there any further speakers? I now recog-
nise the Honourable Member, Mr. H. Swan, Leader of 
the Opposition, St. George’s West.  
 Mr. Leader of the Opposition, you have the 
floor. 
 
Hon. Hubert (Kim) E. Swan: Mr. Speaker, thank you. 
The hour is late and I don’t intend to speak very long.  

Much has been said in very wide ranging de-
bate today on the study “Employment Earnings and 
Educational Gaps Between Young Black Bermudian 
Males and their Same-age Peers” as prepared by Pro-
fessor Ronald B. Mincy. And, Mr. Speaker, as has 
been said by the more recent speakers this evening 
this particular subject hits very close to home, particu-
larly as a not-so-young Black male myself; but cer-
tainly as one who can recall the days when I was very 
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young when decisions were made as a consequence 
of the actions that I may have carried out.  

I certainly relate to a lot of the young people 
that I come in contact with in my life, having influence 
in my life. And I think that it is important, Mr. Speaker, 
when we look at the plight that our young Black males 
face in our country that we look forward with all the 
hope that we can to show them the way in which they 
must travel. There has been a lot of talk this evening, 
Mr. Speaker, and a lot of looking in the rearview mir-
ror. I think that it is important that one reflect histori-
cally. It is very important.  
I think it is important for us to recognise that there still 
remains a glass ceiling that we must overcome. The 
institutional racism that this country has grappled with 
didn’t just up and go away. There are still vestiges that 
we have to overcome. I, myself, as a young profes-
sional, one who has within this country done rather 
well in my profession, have seen some of the pitfalls. 
And they have been some years ago and some even 
more recent, Mr. Speaker. So we can’t fool ourselves 
into thinking that there aren’t impediments that still 
exist. They still exist. We still have thwart them. We 
still must address them, and we still must recognise, 
Mr. Speaker, that as we do so we must look forward 
very positively and teach our young people how they 
can become the best they can be.  And you can do 
that, Mr. Speaker, only by coming in contact with 
those who need help.  

One of the problems, Mr. Speaker, that we 
have in this country, is far too many armchair quarter-
backs—far too many people who sit back and see the 
problem and think that the problem isn’t affecting 
them, and the problem gets worse. But the way in 
which you influence people is by training. I have had 
some experience in training people, and I am very 
proud of the record of having mentored many young 
people in the trades. You first have to identify talent.  

Talent comes packaged, Mr. Speaker, in 
some very unusual ways. You have to inspire people. 
You have to be prepared to put some time in with 
them. You have to be prepared to be honest with 
them. And in amongst the young people in this coun-
try who we consider trouble are some very talented 
people. Now, some have gone beyond the realm of 
being able to help immediately, but they are not be-
yond help, Mr. Speaker. The problem that we have in 
our country right now is that those who are gaining the 
most attention are becoming role models—bad role 
models—for the more vulnerable in our society. And 
the way in which we can assist the young Black male, 
lift the young Black male up out of the quagmire and 
the muck and mire that he is faced with today, is to 
get to know him.  

You don’t need Professor Mincy to come and 
do a Report (although it is helpful)—an academic 
study that requires academia to decipher. Mr. 
Speaker— 

 

The Speaker: I don’t need that. 
 
Hon. Hubert (Kim) E. Swan: —to follow it up only on 
a report that you had another professor do immedi-
ately past that, whilst the problem still compounds it-
self.  
 Mr. Speaker, we have to roll our sleeves up in 
this community. You know, I hear people say that we 
need role models. Do you know that 86 per cent of 
this House is Black?  

Do you know, Mr. Speaker, of that, 67 per 
cent of this House is Black males? Nineteen per cent 
of this House is female, all Black. Fourteen per cent of 
this House is White, all male. Zero per cent of this 
House—0 per cent of this House is White female. I 
say that because we need to recognise that we—
indeed, the Black men of this House—are in a huge 
majority. And we’ve got to start leading by example.  

We have a responsibility to change this prob-
lem. We have had a Black Government for 12 years. 
But it is not that we need a Black Government, we 
need a Government for all people, Mr. Speaker. That 
is important.  

And I ask myself, Mr. Speaker, as we grapple 
with this problem, because if I were 20-years or 19-
years old today I know that I would be in the thick of 
things, because young people who look like me, be-
cause they are related to me, are in this predicament. 
A lot of the young boys that are involved in problems 
are indeed related. Some, not all, some are related to 
me. Some are not, but they are related to people I 
know.  Some I know, because I watched them grow.  

And, Mr. Speaker, it is hurting. I know it is 
hurting to that single parent. I know it is hurting to the 
parent of two family homes. They’re not isolated. Sin-
gle parents, indeed, have made great strides in our 
community. I’m proud to say that I’m the product of a 
single parent home, but not in isolation. There were, 
indeed, family members that kicked in and helped. 
There were, indeed, people that grew up around the 
sporting clubs that kicked in helped. Some of them are 
very proud—and surprised—that one like me could 
have survived it all and still be around today making a 
contribution.  

But it is because of that, Mr. Speaker, that I 
owe it to those people to speak freely and to speak 
candidly on what it is going to take for us to save our 
people. We must look forward. We must ask our-
selves the question. You know, some people say, 
What would Mandela do? But we don’t have to say, 
what would Mandela do; what did Mandela do? He 
looked forward, Mr. Speaker, knowing all too well the 
pitfalls that he had to walk through. But he had the 
courage to look forward and take his people forward.   

And, Mr. Speaker, that is what we need to do 
with our young people. We need to start taking them 
forward. We need to lead by example in doing so. And 
we need to recognise, Mr. Speaker, that those who 
are sitting around doing things we do not want them to 
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do, are also sitting around observing what we are do-
ing.  

You know, 33 per cent of our workforce 
comes from overseas. And those persons who require 
that employment need it to make their businesses 
work. And we cannot afford, Mr. Speaker, to let an-
other day go by, by just categorising trades or calling 
it a soft work, or whatever, without realising that it is 
valuable jobs in this community. And we owe it to our 
people, Mr. Speaker, to give them the proper training 
to equip them for the opportunities that exist within our 
community. And that is going to take some careful 
planning.  

Mr. Speaker, in our country we have some re-
sources that we are not taking advantage of. We do 
have people who are trades people. As we know, Mr. 
Speaker, the cost of living is extremely high, and there 
are persons who although attaining the age of 65 and 
maybe 70 cannot afford to retire. I know people who 
are extremely qualified in any number of fields who 
are here today doing jobs, maybe working at security 
(which seems to be one of the more popular roles that 
they are fulfilling at the cruise docks and so forth), 
who are skilled enough to be training some of our 
young people in some of the trades that would help 
prepare them for some of the jobs that we are actually 
sending away for people to do. 

Mr. Speaker, in my own experience in my own 
field of golf I see us looking more and more overseas 
for expertise and looking past people when we do 
have expertise within our own country. Be they Black 
or be they White, they are Bermudian.  

Someone stopped me this morning and said, 
“Do you put Bermuda first, or do you put Bermudians 
first?” And we need to have a love for Bermudians to 
be able to get Bermudians to have a love for Ber-
muda. And it is important, Mr. Speaker. We cannot 
afford not to do all we can to invest all that we have 
into saving this country. 

Mr. Speaker, as we look at this important Re-
port, let us not forget that we have not done all that we 
can in the Department of Education. Our lead-off 
speaker today spoke very well and did a good job in 
identifying a number of the graphs, and a number of 
the recommendations that Professor Mincy outlined, 
as he outlined how we should tackle some of the 
problems that we have here. And, Mr. Speaker, Chap-
ter Five of this Report, that deals with Discussions, 
just continually focuses around education. What we 
must do in education to make sure that our young 
people are properly equipped, Mr. Speaker, What we 
must do . . . We, as a country cannot spend any more 
time focusing on anything less than ensuring that 
educating our people and making sure that we get it 
right is a matter of course that we carry out. Mr. 
Speaker, we have failed in this department. 

As I close, Mr. Speaker, let me say that in-
deed, we still have a ways to go when it comes to ad-
dressing the racial problems that exist. They did not 

happen just yesterday. Indeed, Mr. Speaker, the leg-
acy that we have which goes back to slavery is prob-
lematic and has been problematic. We have made 
progress in Bermuda. We certainly have a long way to 
go, but we can achieve greater heights when we con-
centrate on the here and now, when we start address-
ing the problems and the issues and doing some of 
the things that need to be done for our young people, 
instilling in them the very values that have made many 
of us the people we are today. And that, Mr. Speaker, 
is where in a great deal we have failed our people and 
where we can do better by our people. 

Mr. Speaker, as I close, let me say thank you 
for allowing me to make a small contribution to this 
debate. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Mr. Swan, the Leader of 
the Opposition from St. George’s West. 
 Are there any further speakers? I now recog-
nise the Honourable Member from St. George’s North, 
Dame Jennifer Smith. 
 Dame Jennifer has the floor. 
 
Hon. Dame Jennifer Smith: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I cannot have come from recog-
nising the accomplishments of young people last night 
and limit myself today to encouraging some other 
young people to just aim to do things with their hands. 
Mr. Speaker, we are ignoring their capabilities and 
maybe even their talents, some of which no doubt are 
varied. But, Mr. Speaker, some people who may be 
doing nothing with their lives right now and who may 
not even have their GED right now are actually capa-
ble of much, much more. I have seen that in my work. 
So, I don’t like this idea of lumping everyone in the 
same basket because of what they are currently do-
ing. 
 Mr. Speaker, the Report by Professor Mincy 
was actually the second part of a two-part thrust, if 
you will, as the Premier said this morning. The other 
part of that action was the Big Conversation. But the 
Big Conversation resulted in the Bermuda Race Rela-
tions Initiative final report which was produced in 
2008. The Premier in his brief described the task be-
fore us as fiercely urgent in order to reverse the his-
torical marginalization of Black men in this country. 
And, Mr. Speaker, it is putting it in that context that I 
believe allows us not just to diagnose the problem, but 
to understand the depth of what we are dealing with. 
 Let me be clear. I am not in any way saying 
that I think young people should say, I can’t do any 
better because of racism. I am one of those people 
who does not believe in laying blame, and I believe 
fiercely in personal responsibility. So, while they are 
responsible for the choices they make, and are re-
sponsible for what they do with their lives, at the same 
time, as the Government who is trying to ensure that 
there is opportunity for people, we have to look at 
what we have to do to dismantle a system that over 
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the years was designed to eliminate a certain portion 
of the population. 
 Mr. Speaker, I can go as far back as . . . just 
after emancipation, actually, when Bermuda, in the 
form of a Colonial Government of the day, in fact, and 
two governors actually went across the waters to bring 
into Bermuda people with some agricultural know-how 
and they chose the European islands of the Azores, 
Madeira and Cape Verde. Mr. Speaker, not too far 
away was British Colonial agriculturally skilled people 
who could have come here that they did not chose. I 
do not have access to them at this point to ask them 
why that choice, but the question has been asked in 
the frame of immediately following emancipation, Was 
that a move to Whites in Bermuda? That question has 
been asked by those who do historical research and 
try to figure out exactly what was happening in society 
at the time the decision was made. 
 I make that point, Mr. Speaker, because those 
slaves who were free at that point would have been 
doing that kind of work. So it is not just a matter of 
talking about the whitening of Bermuda, but also tak-
ing away one of the avenues or ways to try and sup-
port a family for the males. The females could always 
find work. 
 I can go as far back as my own experience as 
a student. Mr. Speaker. Around the time I went to 
school, if you had a family of more than one child, if 
you had girls and boys, the girls were educated and 
they could only send one child to college. It was the 
girl who was sent off and the boy who got a job, be-
cause construction paid very well. Or, you could go 
into hotels. But the girl, if she wanted to go into an 
office, they hadn’t opened up yet, but if she had those 
ambitions she had to get some kind of education. Of 
course, the only thing that was available if you wanted 
a scholarship, let’s be honest, was nursing and teach-
ing. And I was taught by some of those teachers who 
should have studied something else, but who could 
only go and study teaching. But let me say even then, 
again, men were being marginalised with the type of 
jobs. 
 Somebody today referred to those who got 
technical training. I believe it was the Honourable 
Terry Lister who said that they didn’t just get technical 
skills, they were entrepreneurs. But the question again 
has been asked, was the reason that that particular 
school was closed . . . not because it was offering 
technical training, but because it was developing in-
dependent minded businessmen. That’s the question. 
Was that why it was closed? 
 I am saying, not just are we looking at ensur-
ing that we provide opportunity, ensuring that we pro-
vide training and retraining, but also in showing that at 
the same time we do that, we do not overlook what 
might actually be some of the best minds in Bermuda, 
because we are looking through jaundiced eyes. 
 Often I wonder what would happen if people 
were not exposed to certain things. We have in Ber-

muda a singer who nobody knew was a world class 
singer until someone heard her sing. Well, if you have 
not been exposed to something, we don’t know if you 
are a world class artist, dancer, or something else, if 
you have not had that opportunity. Some of those 
people might actually be our gold nuggets, but right 
now they are all covered by dirt. I just want us to 
broaden how we think about it, and to also understand 
the context into which it is put. 
 Mr. Speaker, I certainly recognise that there 
are those who think that whenever we bring up the 
issue of race it should not be discussed. There are 
those who think that because a so-called Black politi-
cal party was elected to power that that magically 
erased all social injustice and all racism. And you 
know that not to be true, Mr. Speaker. But I want to 
call to mind some of the things that I think people can 
look at that will be helpful. I am reading now from the 
Bermuda Race Relations Initiative Report, Mr. 
Speaker, with your permission. 
 It says, “The unfinished business of racism in 
Bermuda is linked to the comparative absence of in-
formation on existing conditions of racial discrimina-
tion. This dearth of data is not because of an absence 
of information; but because it has been systematically 
silenced from the mainstream media and thus 
eclipsed from the public’s attention. The Commission 
for Unity and Racial Equality, CURE, as well as the 
Bermuda Department of Statistics have compiled sev-
eral statistical reports and analytical studies on the 
existence of racial inequality in Bermuda. The annual 
review of the workforce study report 2007 from CURE, 
as Bermuda strides towards the 21st Century, by the 
Department of Statistics are just two of those studies 
that Bermudians can turn to if they want to do some 
research on this subject.” 
 Mr. Speaker, I thank you for your attention. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Dame Jennifer Smith, from 
St. George’s North. 
 Are there any further speakers? 
 That concludes the debate on the Take Note 
Motion on the “Study of Employment, Earnings and 
Educational Gaps Between Young Black Bermudian 
Males and their Same-age Peers,” by Dr. Ronald B. 
Mincy, and others. 
 It has already been intimated that the other 
orders would be carried over, so there is no point in 
me calling them. Orders 5, 8, 7 are being carried over. 
There are no further orders.  

I now catch the eye of the Deputy Premier. 
 
Hon. Paula A. Cox: Mr. Speaker, I would like to move 
that the House do now adjourn. 
 
The Speaker: Is there any objection to that Motion? 
 Agreed to. The House stands . . . yes? You 
wish to speak? I was just going to bring the gavel 
down. 
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 Go ahead Mr. . . .  
 

CLOSING DOWN OF RADIO CABS 
 
An Hon. (Unidentified) Member: Thank you. Ever so 
briefly, Mr. Speaker.  

I was a little disappointed earlier today that a 
Ministerial Statement was not forthcoming on trans-
port as it related to the issue concerning Radio Cabs 
and the withdrawal of the GPS system. As we know 
Radio Cabs . . . not the withdrawal of the GPS sys-
tem, but the closing down of Radio Cabs as it affects 
some 150 taxi drivers, Mr. Speaker, who are now go-
ing to have to seek another service provider. 

Mr. Speaker, I do know that the situation in-
volves the non-compliance . . . and that is not the is-
sue that I am speaking to with regard to the 
owner/operator. My concern is for the timing and the 
impact that it is going to have on those particular 
owner/operators who are affected by this particular 
situation. 

I do know that the end of the month draws 
closer, so I was obliged to bring this up at this particu-
lar time. I know the answers probably are not avail-
able here or forthcoming, but in bringing it forward and 
knowing that there are some questions that people 
have, quite possibly before the weekend is over suit-
able answers might be provided for us. 

But the concern, Mr. Speaker, is that we all 
know the ongoing battle that has taken place over 
many years with regards to GPS. And right now, Mr. 
Speaker, as we approach the summer months the 
hardworking entrepreneurial taxi drivers are only en-
joying a brief bit of upsurge in business. It has been a 
long, bleak winter, and this particular situation just 
adds to the stress and the difficulties that they have 
encountered over a long period of suffering. 

So, with those remarks, Mr. Speaker, I wanted 
to bring it to the attention of the [House], express my 
disappointment that a Ministerial Statement was not 
forthcoming, and look forward to hearing further about 
this matter as it impacts on so many working families 
in this country. 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  
 

The Speaker: Thank you, Mr. Swan 
 Any other speakers? 
 The House stands adjourned until Friday next 
at 10:00 am. [Gavel] 
 
[At 11:58 PM the House stood adjourned until 10:00 
am Friday, 28 May 2010] 
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10:00 AM 
Sitting Number 22 of the 2009/10 Session 

 
  
 [Honourable Stanley Lowe, Speaker, in the Chair] 
 

PRAYERS 
 
[Prayers read by Hon. Stanley Lowe, Speaker] 
 

CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES  
21 MAY 2010 

 
The Speaker: Is there any objection to the confirma-
tion of the Minutes of the May 21? The Minutes have 
been circulated. 

Agreed to. 
 
[Motion carried: Minutes confirmed] 
 

MESSAGES FROM THE GOVERNOR  
 
The Speaker: There are none. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS BY THE SPEAKER 
OR MEMBER PRESIDING  

 
The Speaker: There are none. 
 

MESSAGES FROM THE SENATE  
 
The Speaker: There are none. 
   

PAPERS AND OTHER  
COMMUNICATIONS TO THE HOUSE 

 
The Speaker: I recognise the Honourable Member, 
Mr. G. Blakeney from Devonshire North Central.  

Mr. Blakeney has the floor. 
 

BERMUDA PLAN 2008 PLANNING STATEMENT 
 
Hon. Glenn A. Blakeney: Mr. Speaker, I have the 
honour to attach and submit for the consideration of 
this Honourable House of Assembly, the Bermuda 
Plan 2008 and the Bermuda Plan 2008 Planning 
Statement in accordance with sections 11(4) and 
11(8) of the Development and Planning Act 1974. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister Blakeney. 
 I now recognise the Honourable Member Mr. 
W. Roban.  

Minister Roban from Pembroke East has the 
floor. 
 

BERMUDA HOSPITALS BOARD 2008 ANNUAL 
REPORT   

 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: Mr. Speaker, I have the hon-
our to attach and submit for the information of the 
Honourable House of Assembly, the Bermuda Hospi-
tals Board 2008 Annual Report.  
 Thank you. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister Roban.  
 Are there any further communications to the 
House?  

We will move on. 
  

PETITIONS  
 
The Speaker: There are none. 
 

STATEMENTS BY MINISTERS AND/OR 
JUNIOR MINISTERS  

 
The Speaker: I now recognise the Honourable Mem-
ber, Mr. E. James.  

Minister James, from Warwick North Central, 
has the floor. 
 

VMWARE DONATION TO PUBLIC SCHOOLS  
 
Hon. Elvin G. James: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 I rise this morning to acknowledge a truly ge-
nerous donation made to middle school students by 
VMware, an international software solutions company 
based in Palo Alto, California.  
 For those who may not know, VMware, which 
trades on the New York Stock Exchange as VMW, is 
a global leader in cloud infrastructure delivering cus-
tomer proven visualisation solutions that significantly 
reduce the complexity of IT for its users. 
 In 2009 VMware had more than 170,000 cus-
tomers and 25,000 partners worldwide, and earned 
revenues of $2 billion. Mr. Speaker, that same interna-
tional company visited Bermuda with more than 300 
volunteers earlier this year to participate in their com-
munity give-back opportunity. While here, they un-
packed, assembled and put into place ten fully loaded, 
Dell Computers at each of our five middle schools. 
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They also provided two Macintosh Computers and 
one printer for each middle school. 
 Mr. Speaker, as if that were not generous 
enough, the company provided each one of our mid-
dle school students with a backpack containing pens, 
pencils, coloured markers, highlighters, notepads, ge-
ometry sets, calculators, rulers, erasers, sharpeners, 
day-planners, dictionaries, USB memory sticks and 
post-it notes. 
 VMware then went on to host a gala dinner at 
which we were ably represented by our Commissioner 
of Education, Mrs. Wendy McDonell, who offered re-
marks of gratitude on behalf of the Department of 
Education.  
 Mr. Speaker, I would also like to take this op-
portunity to commend VMware for its contributions to 
our community. The Ministry of Education is most ap-
preciative of the efforts of VMware on behalf of the 
children of Bermuda, and I am certain that our stu-
dents will benefit greatly from the gifts they provided. 
 Thank you. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister James. 
 Any further Ministerial Statements? 
 I now recognise the Honourable Member, Dr. 
Brown.  Mr. Premier has the floor. 
 

MEDIA COUNCIL  
 
Dr. the Hon. Ewart Frederick Brown: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 

I rise this morning to acknowledge that the 
Government has received, and intends to review, the 
proposal by Bermuda’s combined media to form a 
Media Council. The Government believes that due to 
the lack of recourse available to members of the pub-
lic who have been misrepresented in the media, the 
lack of a uniform and enforced code of standards, eth-
ics and conduct, and the continuing deterioration of 
media objectivity, the formation of a Media Council is 
necessary to bring journalistic standards and Ber-
muda into the 21st century.  

The Media Council as proposed by this Gov-
ernment achieves that goal and, as international me-
dia organisations have determined, does not even 
come close to threatening the freedom of the press. 

This Government has given Bermuda’s com-
bined media two years to form their own self-regulated 
Media Council with a uniform and enforced code of 
conduct. We were told, Mr. Speaker, that they were 
too busy!  

The tabling of the Media Council Bill 2010 has 
apparently given them the opportunity to make jour-
nalistic standards a priority, and we appreciate their 
response. We are pleased to see that leadership has 
emerged within Bermuda’s media outlets and would 
like to take special note of the leadership and actions 
of Mr. Tony McWilliams of the Bermuda Sun, and 

Senator Thaao Dill of Inter-island Communications, in 
helping to begin this process. 

Mr. Speaker, the Government has decided to 
review the proposal as presented by Bermuda’s com-
bined media. During this review period the Media 
Council Bill 2010 will remain on the Order Paper of the 
House of Assembly. When the Government is satis-
fied that the media-generated plan meets the objec-
tive, the Government will remove the Bill from the Or-
der Paper. 

Mr. Speaker, while there has been a consid-
erable amount of fear mongering surrounding the is-
sue of the Media Council, this Government has no 
interest whatsoever in restricting freedom of the press 
or freedom of speech in Bermuda. The Media Council 
we propose would never prevent the media from pur-
suing the truth and revealing the truth wherever they 
find it. This Government does, however, envision a 
day when fair, objective and accountable journalism is 
the norm rather than the exception.  

Mr. Speaker, may I point out an example of 
what the Government means when we say “fair”? 

There has been an attempt to depict the Gov-
ernment’s Bill as being oppressive and threatening to 
freedom of speech. And there has been a clear effort 
to convince the public that members of the council 
would be selected, or elected, or appointed by the 
Premier. In almost every instance, Mr. Speaker, 
where the selection of members of the Council is 
mentioned, they very carefully elect to leave out the 
Governor’s role. Every time! They just say “after con-
sultation with the Premier,” giving the impression that 
the Governor has no role, that the Leader of the Op-
position has no role, but that it is the Premier. That is 
what we call reason sufficient for the formation of a 
Media Council. 

Mr. Speaker, we welcome the media’s pro-
posal and believe that this is the first step towards that 
honourable goal. 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Mr. Premier. 
 Any further Ministerial Statements? 
 I recognise the Honourable Member, Mr. G. 
Blakeney from Devonshire North Central. Minister 
Blakeney has the floor. 
 

SARGASSO SEA INITIATIVE 
 
Hon. Glenn A. Blakeney: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise this morning to inform the 
Members of this Honourable House of the exciting 
international commitment that Bermuda is now a part 
of. 

Mr. Speaker, nine international supporters 
met with local scientists and senior government offi-
cers over a two-day period to review progress and 
plan the next steps in a process to establish the Sar-
gasso Sea as a high seas protected area. The ses-
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sions were held at the Coco Reef Hotel and the Ber-
muda Underwater Exploration Institute, and included 
presentations on the scientific and legal aspects of the 
project. 

Mr. Speaker, also high on the agenda was a 
visit to the Cabinet Office yesterday where the group 
met with the Honourable Premier and me. The Pre-
mier reiterated his enthusiastic support for the project 
on behalf of the people of Bermuda. The international 
group, in turn, complimented Dr. Brown on his inspira-
tional video message on the importance of the Sar-
gasso Sea. He described the Sargasso Sea, which 
surrounds Bermuda and spans about one million nau-
tical miles (and that’s square miles) of high seas, as a 
resource worthy of protection for the entire planet.  

Mr. Speaker, we also acknowledge the hard 
work and dedication of those civil servants who have 
been closely involved with the project from its incep-
tion. This came about when Bermudian scientists, Dr. 
Philippe Rouja, Acting Director of Conservation Ser-
vices, and Dr. Fred Ming, Director of Environmental 
Protection, respectively, attended a conference in 
Washington, DC.  

Mr. Speaker, “sargassum,” commonly known 
as seaweed to Bermudians, has historically occupied 
an important place in local agriculture. Also notewor-
thy is its significant role in providing a critical habitat 
for fish and a variety of other marine life in the ocean 
around Bermuda and elsewhere. 

Mr. Speaker, this week’s meetings followed 
on the heels of a February workshop that marked the 
official launch of this Bermuda Government-led initia-
tive. As this process unfolds, future meetings in Ber-
muda will include a scientific conference, strategy 
sessions, and other events. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister Blakeney. 
 Any further Ministerial Statements? 
 I recognise the Honourable Member, Ms. D. 
Butterfield, from Pembroke West Central. Minister 
Butterfield, you have the floor. 
 
MIRRORS COMMUNITY PROGRAMME JUNE 2010 
 
Hon. D. Neletha I. Butterfield: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to inform Honourable 
Members of this House of Assembly about the next 
Mirrors Community Programme scheduled for June 
2010. This event will represent the sixth such event 
held to date. 

Mr. Speaker, in 2008 the Mirrors Programme 
expanded to service males 18 to 21 years. However, 
for the upcoming community programme in June, the 
age range has been extended to cover males 18 to 24 
years. This expansion of programming reflects the 
recognition that this age group represents a critical 
target group.  

The debate in this Honourable House one 
week ago on the Mincy Report was yet another re-
minder of the work we as a community must do to 
save our young men. And I pause and thank the Hon-
ourable Premier for engaging the House in that de-
bate. It is clear that the Mirrors Programme is having 
some measure of success in influencing the lives of 
our young people. 

Mr. Speaker, raising the upper age limit to 24 
for the June residential is a direct result of the feed-
back received by the Mirrors team during their street 
enrolment efforts, where they experienced several 
young men interested in participating in the June 2009 
residential, but they were older than the age allocation 
at that time. 

Mr. Speaker, another reason that I wish to 
highlight the upcoming season is because of the sig-
nificant demographics of the 30 young males that 
have agreed to participate. Here are some of the per-
tinent data, and I hope Members listen carefully to 
this. Of those enrolled: 60 per cent are within the 21 to 
24 age bracket; 57 per cent have not completed high 
school;  66 per cent have been arrested; 30 per cent 
have been incarcerated; 37 per cent are unemployed; 
93 per cent have used drugs and/or alcohol in the 
past.  

Mr. Speaker, I present these data because 
evaluation of the first three cohorts that completed the 
Mirrors Programme provided some evidence to sug-
gest that Mirrors has a strong likelihood of decreasing 
criminal activity and involvement with the criminal jus-
tice system.  

That being the case, Mr. Speaker, our aim is to 
turn around the lives of these 30 young men and 
move them along the path of self-development such 
that they leave behind a life of crime, violence and 
anti-social behaviour. 

Mr. Speaker, it is important to note that Mirrors 
is a voluntary programme. Therefore, I commend all 
the young men who have agreed to participate, be-
cause this is a major step for them. We must give 
them our support and our encouragement to succeed. 
At the same time, Mr. Speaker, I wish to express sin-
cere gratitude to the Mirrors team for the hard work 
and effort that it has taken to engage these young 
men in the programme. 

Mr. Speaker, the Mirrors Programme continues 
to enhance our community through the elements of 
transformation, personal development and perform-
ance coaching.  

Mr. Speaker, having experienced the work of 
the Mirrors Programme personally, I encourage the 
community to continue to embrace the programme by 
volunteering in some capacity in the upcoming June 
residential. Thank you, Mr. Speaker 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister Butterfield. 
 Any further Ministerial Statements? 
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 I recognise the Honourable Member, Mr. W. 
Roban. Minister Roban, from Pembroke East, has the 
floor. 
 

MATERNAL HEALTHCARE IN BERMUDA  
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 I rise this morning to speak about maternal 
healthcare services on the Island.  

There has been some discussion within the 
community over the past few years on the quality of 
healthcare services afforded women during their re-
productive years (women of childbearing age), and to 
pregnant women in particular. Some women have 
questioned traditional medical approaches to child-
birth on the Island and noted that there should be 
more options for childbirth.  

Healthcare providers have raised concerns 
over the increased number of home births. Our obste-
tricians, in keeping with the recommendations of the 
American College of Obstetricians and Gynecologists, 
do not support home births as the ideal situation for 
labour and delivery. In addition, the Island’s obstetri-
cians and gynaecologists have voiced their concerns 
over the increasing malpractice premiums that they 
have been faced with over the past few years and the 
potential impact on their ability to continue to provide 
quality obstetrical services.  

These issues have been the subject of con-
siderable debate within the community at large and 
within the medical community. There seems to be 
some confusion about these issues. Therefore, I 
would like to address the concerns that have been 
raised.  

Mr. Speaker, improving maternal and perina-
tal health represents a significant challenge to health-
care systems around the world. The World Health Or-
ganization (WHO) reports that nearly four million new-
born babies die each year because of poorly man-
aged pregnancy or delivery, or because of the moth-
er’s poor health.  

Concern over this issue is reflected in WHO’s 
focus on “Safe Motherhood” and the United Nations 
Millennium Development Goals (MDGs) which include 
a pledge to reduce maternal mortality by three-
quarters, and the under-five mortality rate by two-
thirds by the year 2015. 

Mr. Speaker, for the first time in decades, re-
searchers are reporting a significant drop worldwide in 
the number of women dying each year from preg-
nancy and childbirth. There are a number of reasons 
for this improvement. These include lower pregnancy 
rates in some countries; higher income with improve-
ments in nutrition and access to healthcare; more 
education for women and better care during preg-
nancy and childbirth.  

Mr. Speaker, maternal healthcare encom-
passes a broad spectrum of services, including: Pre-
natal or antenatal care (care during pregnancy); La-

bour and delivery; Post partum care (care given in the 
period immediately after delivery); and Inter-
conceptional care (care given between pregnancies) 

The object of this care is to ensure that every 
expectant mother maintains good health, has a nor-
mal delivery, and bears healthy children. 

Mr. Speaker, safe motherhood is a primary 
and essential public health goal. All babies and moth-
ers should remain healthy through the birth process. 
The Government considers access to quality health-
care as a fundamental right of every citizen. We rec-
ognise that safe positive birth experiences benefit not 
only individual women but families and the commu-
nity. 

Mr. Speaker, maternal health services should 
be comprehensive, available, accessible and afford-
able, as well as integrated (community based services 
and hospital based services) and coordinated. 

Mr. Speaker, we are fortunate that all women 
have access to good quality care on the Island, and 
that care is coordinated. Services are provided by ob-
stetricians working in the private sector, by obstetri-
cians employed by the Bermuda Hospitals Board and 
through the Department of Health. There are an ade-
quate number of obstetricians on the Island. 
 Further Mr. Speaker, we can be proud that we 
have limited maternal mortality and morbidity. We 
have a stable birthrate and our infant mortality rate 
has steadily declined since the 1950s, and life expec-
tancy has increased from 64.85 years in 1950 to 73.8 
years in 2007. There are, on average, 840 births per 
year. 

Mr. Speaker, Our challenge is to maintain our 
exemplary record of safety for mothers and newborn 
infants and to expand childbirth options. 

Mr. Speaker, so what then are the issues? 
First, concerns over significant increases in malprac-
tice insurance premiums for our obstetricians. Sec-
ond, reimbursement provided obstetricians for unin-
sured women (mothers). Third, dissatisfaction with 
hospital delivery; and the limited number of birthing 
options. Fourth, the issue of “home births” or alterna-
tive birthing options. 

Mr. Speaker, obstetricians on the Island sub-
scribe to the Medical Protection Society (MPS) in or-
der to obtain malpractice protection. Subscription 
rates have increased significantly over the past few 
years and are projected to increase even further. 
Premiums were approximately $29,000 in 2000 and 
have more than doubled to over $77,000. It is antici-
pated that premiums will increase to approximately 
$150,000 per annum within the next five years. This 
has caused our obstetricians to consider whether it is 
economically viable to continue to practice obstetrics 
and gynaecology on the Island as independent practi-
tioners. 

Mr. Speaker, in order to address this problem, 
the Bermuda Hospitals Board partnered with the Is-
land’s obstetricians and entered into an employment–
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revenue agreement to help mitigate the effect of in-
creases in malpractice premiums. In effect, Mr. 
Speaker, the Hospitals Board employed the obstetri-
cians on a part-time basis and provided medical mal-
practice cover through the Board’s malpractice insur-
ers. 

Mr. Speaker, obstetricians have not been re-
imbursed for care rendered to pregnant women who 
lacked health insurance or who were classified as in-
digent. The obstetricians were concerned that this 
impacted their operating margins, and threatened to 
withdraw their services. Mr. Speaker, the Bermuda 
Hospitals Board has partnered with the Department of 
Health to ensure access to obstetrical care for indi-
gent women and public sector clients.  

Mr. Speaker, some women have also ex-
pressed concern about the options for delivery avail-
able to them. They have specifically expressed con-
cern over the suitability of the facilities at the hospital, 
and over medicalisation of the birthing process and 
the number of medical interventions during labour and 
delivery. 

Mr. Speaker, The Bermuda Hospitals Board is 
currently planning a redevelopment of the King Ed-
ward VII Memorial Hospital and has been working with 
the relevant stakeholders to ensure that the new facil-
ity meets community needs. As part of this process 
every effort will be made to ensure that appropriate 
labour and delivery facilities are developed and ad-
dress the concerns expressed. 

Mr. Speaker, a number of women in the 
community have elected to have their babies deliv-
ered in their homes with the assistance of midwives or 
“doulas.” Local health professionals continue to ex-
press concern that this is unsafe. While the majority of 
labors and deliveries proceed without complications, 
the World Health Organization estimates that ap-
proximately 15 per cent of pregnancies and childbirths 
require obstetrical interventions. We just do not have 
the infrastructure to ensure that we can effectively 
respond to a home birth emergency and provide the 
necessary interventions to ensure a healthy newborn. 

Mr. Speaker, couples need to be responsible 
for the birth of their children in every way. Whilst there 
are those who advocate that home birth is a safe and 
natural process, the facts indicate that when a birth 
goes wrong, emergency assistance must be available 
immediately if there is to be a successful outcome for 
mother and child.  

Mr. Speaker, the Department of Health, the 
Bermuda Hospitals Board, our paediatricians, our ob-
stetricians and gynaecologists are all in agreement 
that the first consideration in the birthing process must 
be safety. The plans we will put in place with the de-
velopment of our hospital development project will 
address the concerns of all of the stakeholders in this 
process.  

Mr. Speaker, I want to encourage all of us to 
promote Bermudian nurses to become midwives. The 

more local midwives we have, the better chance we 
have to ensure wider provision of quality care to our 
mothers and children in the delivery process. 

Thank you. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you Minister Roban. 
 Are there any further Ministerial Statements?  
 We will move on. 
 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES  
 
The Speaker: There are none. 
 

QUESTION PERIOD 
 
The Speaker: The Honourable and Learned Member, 
Mr. Barritt has indicated that he wishes to put certain 
questions to the Premier on his statement.  
 

QUESTION NO. 1 ON MEDIA COUNCIL  
 
Mr. John Barritt: That is correct. Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 Mr. Premier, I wonder if you could share with 
us the names and the submissions of the international 
media organisations that you referred to in paragraph 
one of your statement having determined that the Me-
dia Council Bill “does not even come close to threat-
ening the freedom of the press.” 
 
The Speaker: Mr. Premier. 
 
Dr. the Hon. Ewart Frederick Brown: Yes, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 My interpretation was that all of those organi-
sations who initially seemed to be fearful that the 
Government was doing something . . . after they read 
it carefully, I am sure that they realised that there was 
no threat to their freedom of speech. They haven’t told 
me so; it’s an assumption on my part. 
 
Mr. John Barritt: Thank you, Mr. Premier. 
 Mr. Premier, in the second paragraph— 
 
The Speaker: Is that a supplementary? 
 
Mr. John Barritt: No. 
 
The Speaker: Next question. The Honourable and 
Learned Member, Mr. Barritt has the floor. 
 

QUESTION NO. 2 ON MEDIA COUNCIL  
 
Mr. John Barritt: Sorry, Mr. Speaker. It’s a separate 
question. Perhaps I will follow on this . . . Mr. Premier, 
with respect to the Bill sitting on the Order Paper while 
Government waits to see how things develop with the 
media, is Government prepared to post that Bill online 
and invite the public to make submissions on that par-
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ticular Bill and what is being said so we can all get 
involved? 
 
The Speaker: Mr. Premier. 
 
Dr. the Hon. Ewart Frederick Brown: Mr. Speaker, I 
do not understand. There is only one Bill.  
 
Mr. John Barritt: All right, let me explain the ques-
tion. Is the Government prepared to post the Bill 
online so that it is available to the public to come in 
and view and make submissions thereon? 
 
The Speaker: Mr. Premier. 
 
Dr. the Hon. Ewart Frederick Brown: Mr. Speaker, I 
suppose . . . we haven’t decided how we are going to 
handle . . . we’ve already sought ideas and sugges-
tions from the media. I don’t know that the current 
media plan is online and whether the media would like 
to seek opinions from the public. That is something 
that we could do.  
 But one thing that we don’t want to do . . . in 
fact, Mr. Speaker, one thing that we are not going to 
do is to allow this thing to get bogged down in ultra 
democracy and get buried.  
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Mr. Premier. 
 
Mr. John Barritt: Just a follow up to the Premier. 
 
The Speaker: The Honourable Member, Mr. Barritt, 
has a supplementary. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
 
Mr. John Barritt: I am not asking that it be bogged 
down; I am simply asking whether the Premier would 
be prepared to encourage the public in on the discus-
sion. 
 
The Speaker: Will we encourage? 
 Mr. Premier? 
 
Dr. the Hon. Ewart Frederick Brown: Mr. Speaker, 
absolutely! That is the hallmark of this Government. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Mr. Premier. 
 Any further questions? I am going to take the 
Honourable Member, Mr. C. Swan from Southampton 
West Central. Mr. Swan has the floor. 
 
QUESTION NO. 1 ON SARGASSO SEA INITIATIVE  
 
Mr. Charles F. B. Swan: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, 
and good morning. 
 Really one question to Honourable Glenn Bla-
keney on his Ministerial Statement today on the Sar-
gasso Sea Initiative. I just wondered, in the second 

paragraph here it talks about the nine international 
supporters— 
 
The Speaker: Question. 
 
Mr. Charles F. B. Swan: Yes. And I am just wonder-
ing if he can provide us with the names of those nine 
international supporters, please. Are they countries, 
persons or bodies? 
 
The Speaker: Minister Blakeney has the floor. 
 
Hon. Glenn A. Blakeney: Yes, Mr. Speaker, I would 
be much obliged to provide those names as soon as I 
am provided with them, because memory escapes. 
There are nine of them. I have gone half a century 
now, so I don’t retain names for very long. However, I 
will provide those names. 
 I would take this opportunity to also add at this 
time that there were about four significant donors. 
There is now, I think, over $1.5 million that has been 
contributed towards the international joint effort with 
Bermuda taking the lead. I will provide the Honourable 
Member with the names of those scientists. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister Blakeney. Is it fur-
ther or supplementary? 
 
Mr. Charles F. B. Swan: It is something different, but 
still on the same statement. 
 
The Speaker: It’s another question, yes? 
 
QUESTION NO. 2 ON SARGASSO SEA INITIATIVE  
 
Mr. Charles F. B. Swan: Yes, the Minister alludes 
that, “As this process unfolds, future meetings in Ber-
muda will include a . . . conference, strategy sessions, 
and other events.” 
 The initial statement earlier was to do with the 
review, progress and plan the next steps. Have none 
of these things been planned, the future meetings in-
cluding a scientific conference?  
 
The Speaker: Question. 
 
Mr. Charles F. B. Swan: Yes, these are questions. 
 And also is there a date in mind as to when 
this year, or next year, or what have you? Thank you. 
 
The Speaker: Minister Blakeney. 
 
Hon. Glenn A. Blakeney: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Obviously, it is a fluid work in progress, hence 
the meetings that have already taken place which is a 
part of the process. They are now setting agendas 
with regard to the way forward. As soon as there is a 
commitment to future dates, future conferences, future 
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planning sessions, we will be advised and I will pass 
that information on accordingly. 
 But we are now in the formative stage of 
planning the overall agenda in moving the initiative 
forward in the best way. So, it is meetings that are 
currently taking place with the group among them-
selves and then they will be coming back to Bermuda. 
The Bermudian scientists and government represen-
tatives from the Ministry will be involved in a wider 
stroke of drilling down on what will be the next steps, 
when, where, what will be the focus of the discussions 
and the conferences, et cetera, all with a view to com-
ing up with a mutual plan on ensuring that the Sar-
gasso Sea is a recognised, international protected 
area. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 
Mr. Charles F. B. Swan: One last one, sir. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
 
Mr. Charles F. B. Swan: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 I just wondered if the Honourable Minister 
could provide the details, like the name and dates of 
the conference in Washington, DC, that was attended 
by the Acting Director of Conservation Services and 
Dr. Fred Ming. 
 
The Speaker: Minister Blakeney. 
 
Hon. Glenn A. Blakeney: I don’t have the specific 
name of the conference at my fingertips now, but I 
shall provide that. 
 
The Speaker: The Minister is giving an undertaking to 
get the information for you. 
 Any further questions? Honourable Member, 
Mrs. L. Jackson, from Pembroke Southwest has a 
question to the Minister. 
 

QUESTION NO. 1 ON MATERNAL HEALTHCARE  
 
Mrs. Louise A. Jackson: The question is for the Ho-
nourable Walter Roban.  
 Would you please inform this Honourable 
House as to what the definitive plan of the Bermuda 
Hospitals Board is to encourage hospital births as op-
posed to home births? 
 
The Speaker: Minister Roban. 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: Mr. Speaker, I think I made it 
clear in my statement that as we continue through the 
development of the hospital site the needs and future 
needs of not only home births but also births within 
the hospital will be more adequately provided for.  

 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister Roban. 
 Further question or supplementary? 

Supplementary question from Mrs. Jackson. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
 
Mrs. Louise A. Jackson: Will the Honourable Minis-
ter please inform this House how a physical structure, 
[such] as a hospital, will make a difference in whether 
people elect a home birth or a hospital birth? 
 
The Speaker: Minister Roban. 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: Presently the majority of 
births are hospital births. It is our endeavour to give 
people the opportunity to have choices, but that must 
be under the priority of safety. Safety is more impor-
tant than choice, in our view. So we will ensure that 
every birth in this Island will be a safe birth, whether it 
is at home or at the hospital. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister Roban. 
 The Honourable Member, Dr. Gibbons, from 
Paget East has a question. A question to . . . 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: To the Premier, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: To the Premier. 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: But he is obviously 
not in the Chamber right now, so . . .  
 
The Speaker: Probably wait until he returns. 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: All right. Thank you. 
 
The Speaker: Sorry. The Honourable and Learned 
Member, Mr. J. Barritt from Devonshire South Central 
has a question. 
 
Mr. John Barrit: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 To the Minister for Social Rehabilitation, the 
Honourable Neletha Butterfield, if I may. 
 
The Speaker: To Minister Butterfield. 
 

QUESTION ON MIRRORS COMMUNITY PRO-
GRAMME JUNE 2010 

 
Mr. John Barrit: And it is to do with a paragraph in 
this statement, Minister, where you said “I present 
these data because evaluation of the first three co-
horts that completed the Mirrors Programme provided 
some evidence to suggest that Mirrors has a strong 
likelihood of decreasing criminal activity . . .”  I won-
dered if you could share with us some of that evi-
dence. 
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The Speaker: Minister Butterfield. 
 
Hon. D. Neletha I. Butterfield: Yes, I would like to 
share that. And I will have to bring that information in 
for the Honourable Member. 
 
The Speaker: She has given an undertaking to pro-
vide it, yes. 
 I recognise the Honourable Member, Ms. P. 
Minors, from Smith’s North. Ms. Minors has the floor. 
 

QUESTION NO. 2 ON MATERNAL HEALTHCARE   
 
Hon. Patrice K. Minors: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 I wanted to pose this question to the Honour-
able Minister of Health.  I wondered whether the Ber-
muda Hospital Board will be entertaining aquatic 
births in the new structure. Thank you, sir.  
 
The Speaker: That question is to the Minister of 
Health. 
 Minister, did you get the question? 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: No, I did not, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Put it— 
 
Hon. Patrice K. Minors: Yes, Mr. Speaker, I was ask-
ing the Honourable Minister whether the Bermuda 
Hospital Board will be entertaining aquatic births in the 
future. Births delivered in water, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Minister Roban. 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: As I have already answered, 
Mr. Speaker, the Bermuda Hospital Board will enter-
tain every option that we can ensure is a safe and 
healthy birth for our children. And we will look at it. If 
that can be assured to be a safe option for births for 
children in Bermuda, we will consider it. Thank you. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister Roban. 
 The Honourable Dr. Gibbons, from Paget 
East, wants to pose a question to Mr. Premier on his 
statement. Dr. Gibbons has the floor. 
 

QUESTION NO. 3 ON MEDIA COUNCIL  
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 I would like to ask the Honourable Member 
whether he would agree that since the Government 
was rather slow moving in bringing forward a Media 
Council Bill—after all, the initial announcement was in 
2008—whether the press assumed that the issue had 
simply gone away. 
 
The Speaker: I did not quite get it myself. 
 Premier, do you want to try? 
 

Dr. the Hon. Ewart Frederick Brown: Mr. Speaker, I 
would try if I could understand the question. 
 No, it is not that I am slow; it is just that I don’t 
understand why he would ask me a question that 
should properly be directed to the media. I cannot an-
swer for the media.  And I don’t want to try. 
 
The Speaker: Is it a further question or a supplemen-
tary? 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Further question, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Further question. 
 

QUESTION NO. 4 ON MEDIA COUNCIL  
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: This is for the Pre-
mier again. What actions, if any, did the Government 
take to encourage the media to create an independent 
press council following the 2008 Throne Speech an-
nouncement? 
 
[Inaudible interjections and general uproar] 
 
The Speaker: Mr. Premier. 
 
Dr. the Hon. Ewart Frederick Brown: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. That question I can answer. 
 Mr. Speaker, not only did I make a statement 
in this House, there was a statement in the Throne 
Speech, and there was an invitation to all media to 
join me at an informal session at Camden. Everyone 
showed except the daily. And it was well known in the 
community that we were inviting feedback from the 
media. So it is clear.  

Now, I think it is all summed up, Mr. Speaker, 
by the response that was given by the editor of the 
Royal Gazette, who, in a moment of honesty said, 
“We were too busy.” Too busy! 

 
The Speaker: Thank you, Mr. Premier. 
 Is this a supplementary? 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Yes. 
 
The Speaker: There is a supplementary from Dr. 
Gibbons. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Mr. Speaker, I don’t 
believe the Honourable Member answered my specific 
question, which is, What actions did the Honourable 
Member or Government take to encourage the media 
to come up with an independent press council on their 
own? 
 
The Speaker: Premier, do you wish to answer? 
 

[Inaudible interjections and general uproar] 
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The Speaker: Mr. Premier has the floor [Gavel]. 
 
Dr. the Hon. Ewart Frederick Brown: Mr. Speaker, if 
you don’t mind . . . if you would indulge me for a mo-
ment . . . you know, this is a relatively new process for 
us. But I would urge Members to use it wisely and to 
prepare. To simply ask the same question looking for 
a different answer is an entire waste of time. 
 I said that there were a number of steps taken 
to encourage the media to participate. And the media, 
certain media responded and certain others did not. 
And if they felt that a media-generated proposal would 
have been the way to go, they had two years in which 
to do it. They did not do it, and one of them said they 
were too busy. 
 In fact, Mr. Speaker, in their statement that I 
have in front of me right now, the media agreed that 
they, quote, “dropped the ball”  unquote.  

Case closed. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Mr. Premier. 
 Any further questions? We will move on.  
 

CONGRATULATORY AND/OR  
OBITUARY SPEECHES 

 
The Speaker: I am going to take the Honourable 
Member, Ms. D. Butterfield, from Pembroke West 
Central. Minister Butterfield has the floor. 
 
Hon. D. Neletha I. Butterfield: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 During a ceremony yesterday at the Bethel 
AME Church Hall the former Physical Abuse Centre 
changed their name to the Centre Against Abuse. I 
want to congratulate them for the work that they are 
doing in the community. And I am sure that the Hon-
ourable Finance Minister, Deputy Premier, the Hon-
ourable Paula Cox, as well as Dame Jennifer Smith, 
would like to be associated with these congratulatory 
remarks. 
 Also, Mr. Speaker, the Youth News high-
lighted four young men at the Tech for the wonderful 
exhibit they did in painting. And I would like congratu-
lations to be sent to them. The four of them are 14 
years old and the work that they have displayed on 
this wall is excellent.  

One said that he would like to be an architect; 
the others wanted to be into basketball and football. 
But it is something that you must see, Mr. Speaker, for 
the outstanding artistic work that these four young 
men have done. We must tap on that and keep them 
in mind in the future. If they can display something like 
this artistically, surely their minds can go beyond artis-
tic work. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister Butterfield. 

 I am going to take the Leader of the Opposi-
tion, the Honourable Member, Mr. H. Swan, from St. 
George’s West. Mr. Leader, you have the floor. 
 
Hon. Hubert (Kim) E. Swan: Thank you, Mr. Speak-
er, and good morning colleagues and Mr. Speaker. 
 I would like to rise to have a letter of congratu-
lations sent to a lady who has made the 100 mile-
stone, none other than Rosalind Robinson from Span-
ish Point. I had the honour of visiting her this week 
along with my colleague, Mr. Erwin Adderley from that 
same community.  

She is a well-known Bermudian, Mr. Speaker, 
widow of the late Dr. Kenneth Robinson. Indeed, it 
was very enjoyable to see her. She certainly doesn’t 
look the age of 100. Mr. Speaker, she is a very charm-
ing lady, and for me it was a very good visit because I 
had a very close connection with her son-in-law, Mr. 
Roderic Pearman, during his days as a teacher. He 
had a very positive influence on my life and I am very 
grateful. Mr. Speaker, I would like to associate the 
Premier and all Members of the House with those re-
marks. 

I would also like, Mr. Speaker, ever so briefly, 
to have a suitable letter sent to a very dear person in 
your life, Ms. Valerie Taylor, who celebrated 90 years 
this week. Ms. Taylor is certainly well known to me 
and the sister of some very well-known and prominent 
golfers the Lowe Brothers who had an influence on 
my life. Her children have certainly intertwined with 
the White Hill community and my family, as well, 
through marriage. 

And finally, Mr. Speaker, I would like a suit-
able letter sent to the Ministry of Culture and Social 
Rehabilitation, the Minister being present here today, 
on a very fine Bermuda Day, and the decision to go 
ahead with the parade with all the inclement weather.  
The fact that thousands of Bermudians lined the 
streets in anticipation of the parade shows that the 
spirit of Bermuda Day is alive and well. 

And finally, I would just like to congratulate 
Mr. and Mrs. Estwanick on the winners of the mara-
thon. Certainly, Mr. R. Wayne Scott, the winner of the 
cycle race, and Mr. Ray Swan, who shows us that 
notwithstanding his age, staying fit allows you to last a 
lifetime. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

 
The Speaker: Thank you, Mr. Swan, Leader of the 
Opposition, from St. George’s West. 
 I am going to take the Honourable Member, 
Dame Jennifer Smith, from St. George’s North. Dame 
Jennifer, you have the floor. 
 
Hon. Dame Jennifer Smith: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 First of all, I wish to be associated with the 
remarks of Minister Butterfield and the Honourable 
Member, Kim Swan.  
 I would like to also ask that the House send 
congratulations to the first female Prime Minister 
elected in Trinidad and Tobago in their recent elec-
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tions. In this case, Mr. Speaker, again it is a correla-
tion which seems to be the winning idea around. Kam-
la Persad-Bissessar, and her five party People’s Part-
nership, won a total of 29 of the 41 seats in the Carib-
bean nation’s parliament. And we send her our best 
wishes as the first woman prime minister of that coun-
try. 
 Mr. Speaker, I also ask that we send con-
gratulations to Mr. Russell Richardson, the Director of 
Security and Safety at the Bermuda College, who has 
gotten some publicity over his membership in the in-
ternational association of Tampa’s Law Enforcement 
Administrators (ACLEA) and the work that he is doing 
in helping other countries to form such organisations. 
He has been particularly active in Africa, particularly in 
Ghana, and he is also now working to develop a simi-
lar association in the CARICOM region. So I ask that 
he be congratulated. 
 Finally, Mr. Speaker, I wish to congratulate 
the AWT team from Warwick Academy who won the 
KPMG Challenge. I also want to send congratulations 
to Bermuda Institute’s Trade Winds, who collected the 
second place, and to CedarBridge’s Impudent Trad-
ers, who were third place. Apparently there were 12 
teams from 8 schools that participated this year. And I 
think that all of the students need to be congratulated 
for their work in this area. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you Dame Jennifer. 
 I am going to take the Minister who is trying to 
catch my eye. Minister Roban, from Pembroke East, 
has the floor. 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 I would like to be associated with the con-
gratulations given by Dame Jennifer to the new Prime 
Minister of Trinidad and the remarks of congratula-
tions by Minister Butterfield and her team’s work and 
the huge success of Bermuda Day. 
 But I would like to have a letter of condolence 
for the family of the late Michael Telemaque— 
 
The Speaker: Wish to be associated. The Premier did 
it last week. 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: Oh. I am sorry. I wish to be 
associated with that. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 I now recognise the Honourable Member, Mr. 
C. Swan, from Southampton West Central. 
 
Mr. Charles F. B. Swan:  Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 I too would like to be associated first with the 
congratulatory remarks to Mrs. Robinson, also to the 
remarks by the Minister of Culture for the Warwick 
Academy Team. 
 It might be a little too late, but I should like this 
House to send best wishes to what are our two na-
tional sports, cricket and football, the respective teams 

are in action over the next couple of days or week 
even. I should like for us to wish them all our best, the 
cricket team and the ICC America’s Championship 
tonight, they play Barbados. 
 And the Bermuda Hogs, which is our national 
team, in their game in the Premier Development 
League against Redding Football Club.  
 Also, I would like to send congratulations to a 
group of para-athletes who represented themselves 
and Bermuda very well recently over in Arizona in a 
challenge organised by the Arizona Desert Challenge 
for para-athletes. Paul Hollis, Paul Alves, and Jessica 
Lewis, and also Sia Castle in their respective sports of 
swimming.  

Paul Hollis represented us in swimming. He is 
a double amputee, Mr. Speaker, and finished with two 
gold medals. Sia Castle represented us very well, 
winning a division in archery. Mr. Alves and Mrs. Lew-
is did very well in track and field, their respective dis-
ciplines, and I would like congratulations to be sent to 
them. Thank you. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Mr. Swan. 
 The Honourable Member, Mr. E. James, from 
Warwick North Central. Minister James has the floor. 
 
Hon. Elvin G. James: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 First of all, I would like to be associated with 
the congratulations sent to those participating and to 
those who won in the KPMG Challenge. It is amazing 
in this economic time that the winning team had a 60 
per cent increase in their funds. I thought that was 
extremely high. 
 Also to the Tech group that did the mural out 
at Waterloo. I had the opportunity to present the tro-
phies there to both of these groups.  
 And also to the Robinson family. Mrs. Robin-
son was a former teacher and principal. She was the 
wife of Dr. Kenneth E. Robinson. I just say, may God 
continue to richly bless her for all the things that she 
has done for the children of Bermuda. 
 Also, I would like to send a word of congratu-
lations out to Mr. Alton O’Connor. He is an 18-year old 
student at Berkeley Institute. A year and a half ago he 
had the dream of making a boat of his own. He never 
had a class, had never done anything when he 
started.  With the help of his woodworking teacher at 
Berkeley, Mr. Trevor Haynes, they embarked on a 
mission. Today, 18 months later, he is ready to launch 
his boat.  

Now, after 18 months, he is taking carpentry 
classes every day. He does not miss it. The boat is 
ready to be launched and he says that he wants to 
now start manufacturing boats. He wanted to be a 
chef, but now he is going to manufacture boats. He 
wants to start a boat manufacturing company right 
here in Bermuda. 

It just shows, Mr. Speaker, there are some re-
ally good things taking place in our public schools. 
Thank you. 
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The Speaker: Thank you, Minister James. 
 I am going to take the Honourable Member, 
Mrs. L. Jackson, from Pembroke Southwest. Mrs. 
Jackson, you have the floor. 
 
Mrs. Louise A. Jackson: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 I would like to be associated with the con-
gratulations sent to Mrs. Rosalind Robinson, and I 
would like my colleague, the Honourable Member, Mr. 
Cole Simons, to be associated with those congratula-
tions. 
 Mrs. Robinson, as a teacher and the wife of 
Dr. Kenneth Robinson, was perhaps one of the an-
chors for many young teachers like me when I first 
started in the teaching profession here in Bermuda. 
This dear lady would not only encourage us but give 
us criticism, the kind of criticism that was constructive. 
She always was there for us. 
 I want you to know that many of the things 
that Dr. Kenneth Robinson did, including the books 
that he wrote, were not only supported by Mrs. Robin-
son, but she was a person who collaborated with him 
in the research and the actual writing. She was an 
anchor at her school wherever she taught where she 
was the head mistress, Francis Patton and other 
schools. She perhaps started many of the methods of 
teaching that many teachers had not thought about 
before. In other words, she was a pioneer, both she 
and her husband in the field of education.  
 I congratulate her on reaching that 100th year. 
She is a dear friend of the Jackson family. In fact, they 
were not only close as far as families are concerned, 
but in the same neighbourhood children grew up to-
gether, the kind of relationship that I will treasure for-
ever. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Mrs. Jackson. 
 I now recognise the Honourable and Learned 
Member, Mr. M. Scott. Minister Scott from Sandys 
North has the floor. 
 
Hon. Michael J. Scott: Mr. Speaker, thank you. 
 I would like to be associated with the warm 
congratulations of best wishes on the occasion of Mrs. 
Rosalind Robinson’s Birthday that have been offered 
in the House. I am aware that the Premier paid a visit, 
as leaders of the country do when members of the 
community reach this milestone.  
 Mrs. Robinson, a wonderful person in our 
community who contributed, as Mrs. Jackson, the Ho-
nourable Member just indicated, with her memory to-
wards education, in a really significant way. 
 I heard my colleague, the Honourable Minister 
of Culture and Rehabilitation, referring to the mural 
exhibit and the young men from our community who 
were the awardees of prizes for the public art display 
on the large wooden structure that now forms a boun-
dary at the old Waterloo site. I would like to be asso-
ciated with the remarks of congratulations being of-

fered to these young men, and, certainly, to the theme 
of peace that seems to be so prominent in it. 
 I recall that during Bermuda Day I saw at least 
two exhibits of young Bermuda boys and girls speak-
ing to the theme of peace as a direct result of the 
challenges we are facing with violence and murders in 
our community. That was so encouraging 

This public mural, which has been described 
as one of the largest public art exhibits in Bermuda, 
falls within the scope of congratulations as producing 
and promoting a useful, positive message. 

I want to ask that in addition to the youngsters 
who have placed in the actual work, that congratula-
tions be sent to the Green Foundation, the Green 
Family, and Berco Limited, who actually made it pos-
sible for Mr. Peter Green, of the Green Foundation, 
who made it possible for that wall to be available for 
the public art to be displayed. Thank you. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 

Any further speakers? I now recognise the 
Honourable and Learned Member, Minister P. Cox. 
Minister Cox has the floor. 
 
Hon. Paula A. Cox: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  

Mr. Speaker, I would like to ask that this Hon-
ourable House send congratulations to the Centre for 
Leadership. They hosted an Executive Women’s Fo-
rum in partnership with Ernst & Young. And I think the 
focus clearly is how companies can be encouraged to 
be much more progressive in encouraging diversity 
amongst their staff. And I think that businesses can be 
much more efficient when they use all of their talents, 
and that overlooking the talents of women is not a po-
sition that should be advocated or continued. 

I would also ask that we send congratulations 
to the Bermuda National Gallery, who were progres-
sive in hosting a fundraiser in partnership with BASE 
and Stephen Wiltshire, I think, certainly the artist from 
the UK, who was showing again how we have to be 
much more inclusive in recognising the talents of eve-
ryone, even those who may be seen to be different 
from others. And I think that, again, Mr. Speaker, has 
to be commended. 

I certainly would like to be associated with the 
remarks said by the Honourable Neletha Butterfield in 
terms of the Physical Abuse Centre and their re-
branding. And I certainly would also like to be associ-
ated with the commendations sent to her and her Min-
istry in terms of the beautiful discharge of a wonderful 
Bermuda Day, which, again, provided an opportunity 
to celebrate the diversity, the talent and the culture of 
the Bermuda people. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister Cox. 

Any further speakers? We will move on. 
 

MATTERS OF PRIVILEGE 
 
The Speaker: There are none. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATIONS 
 
The Speaker: There are none. 
 

NOTICE OF MOTIONS FOR THE  
ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE  

ON MATTERS OF URGENT  
PUBLIC IMPORTANCE 

 
The Speaker: There are none. 
 

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS 
 

GOVERNMENT BILLS 
 

FIREARMS AMENDMENT ACT 2010 
 
Hon. Michael J. Scott: Mr. Speaker, thank you.  

Mr. Speaker, I move for leave to introduce 
and read for the first time by its title only a Bill entitled 
the Firearms Amendment Act of 2010. 
 
The Speaker: So ordered. 
 
Hon. Michael J. Scott: I move that that Bill be set 
down on the order paper for the next day of meeting. 
 
The Speaker: So ordered. 
 
Hon. Michael J. Scott: Thank you. 
 

BAIL AMENDMENT ACT 2010 
 
Hon. Michael J. Scott: Mr. Speaker, I also move for 
leave to introduce by its title only the Bill entitled the 
Bail Amendment Act of 2010. So I ask that that Bill be 
set down on the order paper for the next day of meet-
ing. 
 
The Speaker: So ordered. 
 
Hon. Michael J. Scott: Thank you. 
 
The Speaker: Under New Standing Order 28, Gov-
ernment does not require leave of the House to table 
Bills. So I do not say anything. 
 
Hon. Michael J. Scott: All right.  

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I was a little caught 
off guard by my script because I was not aware . . . I 
beg your pardon. I was entirely aware. But the script 
looked unfamiliar. So I just did from my memory the 
old forms. So, thank you. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. Are there any further intro-
ductions of Bills? 
 

OPPOSITION BILLS 
 

The Speaker: There are none.  
 

PRIVATE MEMBERS’ BILLS 
 
The Speaker: There are none. 
 

NOTICES OF MOTIONS 
 
The Speaker: There are none. 
 

ORDERS OF THE DAY 
 
The Speaker: That brings us to the Orders of the 
Day. 

Order number one is the Second Reading of 
the Public Access to Information Act. It is being car-
ried over, I believe.  

The next order, Order number two, the Sec-
ond Reading of the Media Council Act. That is also 
being carried over. Right?  

So that brings us to Order number three, Sec-
ond Reading, the Bermuda Housing Amendment Act 
2010. I now recognise the Honourable Member, Mr. 
W. Roban. 

Minister Roban, you have the floor. 
 

SECOND READING  
 

BERMUDA HOUSING AMENDMENT ACT 2010 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  

I move that the Bill entitled the Bermuda 
Housing Amendment Act 2010 be now read a second 
time. 
 
The Speaker: Any objection? 

Agreed to. Carry on, Minister. 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  

Today, Mr. Speaker, I rise to introduce for a 
second reading the Bill entitled the Bermuda Housing 
Amendment Act 2010. This is a simple housekeeping 
matter to ensure that the relevant officials sit on the 
Bermuda Housing Corporation Board.  

Mr. Speaker, you recall that in 2008 an 
amendment was made to this piece of legislation to 
redefine the Minister as the Minister responsible for 
Housing. However, due to an oversight, the first 
schedule of the Act was not amended to provide that 
an ex-officio Member of the Board of the Corporation 
should now be the Permanent Secretary responsible 
for Housing. 

Mr. Speaker, the current effect of the legisla-
tion is that the Minister responsible for Works and En-
gineering appointed one director as an officio member 
of the Bermuda Housing Corporation Board. The Min-
ister of Works and Engineering no longer has respon-
sibility for this Board, so it is right that the Minister for 
Housing now appoints one Director. 

Mr. Speaker, the proposed amendments to 
the Statute are not complex. The primary effects of 
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to provide that the Minister responsible for Housing 
shall appoint the Permanent Secretary responsible for 
Housing as one ex-officio member; and to further 
amend the first schedule of the Act to correct a refer-
ence to a section in the principal Act, in effect substi-
tuting the section 5 in three places where they occur 
within section 6. 

Thus, Mr. Speaker, in the interest of enabling 
the Minister responsible for Housing to appoint the 
Permanent Secretary responsible for Housing as a 
Director of the Board, we seek to amend the principal 
Act to provide the Minister and the Board with the 
necessary flexibility. 

Mr. Speaker, with those remarks, I now move 
that the Bill be read for a second time. Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister Roban. 

I am just waiting for the Sergeant-at-Arms. 
I now recognise the Honourable Member Mr. 

C. Swan from Southampton West Central. Mr. Swan, 
you have the floor. 
 
Mr. Charles F. B. Swan: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  

Yes, realising that this is purely a housekeep-
ing matter, although I have to admit it seems to be 
such an obvious thing I wondered why it was not spot-
ted before, there is not a whole lot I can say. These 
things do happen from time to time. I do lament the 
fact that when things are sort of not carefully drafted 
they can lead to the improper instructions going down 
to civil servants and the like. But I really am not going 
to say much else than, please, let us proceed with it.  

Thank you. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Mr. Swan. 

Any further speakers? No further speakers. 
The Minister in Charge has a right to reply. Minister 
Roban? 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. With 
that, I have asked that the Bill now be committed. 
 
The Speaker: Committed?  

Any objection? 
Agreed to. Will the Honourable Member from 

St. George’s North, Dame Jennifer Smith, take the 
Chair of Committee? 
 

House in Committee 11:09 am 
 

[Hon. Dame Jennifer Smith, Chairman] 
 

COMMITTEE ON BILL 
 

BERMUDA HOUSING AMENDMENT ACT 2010 
 
The Chairman: We are now in Committee of the 
whole House on the Bermuda Housing Amendment 
Act 2010. 

The Minister of Health and the Representative 
in the House for the Minister of Labour, Home Affairs, 
and Housing, the Honourable Walter Roban, is the 
Minister in Charge. Minister Roban, you have the 
floor. 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: Thank you, Madam Chair.  

I wish to move clauses 1 through 2 of the Bill. 
And I will give an explanation for those clauses for the 
benefit of the House and the public, although they are 
short explanations. 

Clause 1 provides for the short title of the Bill.  
Clause 2 deletes the words “Works and Engi-

neering” in paragraph 1 of the first schedule and sub-
stitutes “Housing.” Clause 2 also amends paragraph 3 
of the first schedule to correct references made in 
section 5 of the Act so that reference is made now to 
section 6. Thank you, Madam Chair. 
 
The Chairman: Thank you, Minister Roban.  

Does any other Member wish to speak to the 
motion that clauses 1 and 2 be approved and stand 
part of the Bill? If not, I will put the question. Those in 
favour of the motion, signify by saying Aye. Those 
against, say Nay. 
 
AYES. 
 
The Chairman: The Ayes have it. 
 
[Motion carried: Clauses 1 and 2 passed] 
 
The Chairman: The Minister may continue with the 
Preamble of the Bill [that it] be accepted without 
amendment and committed to the House. 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: I so move, Madam Chair. 
 
The Chairman: Does anyone wish to speak to that 
motion? If not, I will put the question. 

Those in favour of the motion that the Pream-
ble be moved and the Bill be accepted without 
amendment and committed to the House, signify by 
saying Aye. Those against, say Nay. 
 
AYES. 
 
The Chairman: The Ayes have it. 
 
[Motion carried: Preamble moved and Bill committed] 

 
The Chairman: The Bill will be reported to the House 
as approved without amendment. 
 

House resumed at 11:12 am 
 
[Honourable Stanley Lowe, Speaker, in the Chair] 
 

REPORT ON BILL 
 



296 28 May 2010 Official Hansard Report 
 

 House of Assembly 

BERMUDA HOUSING AMENDMENT ACT 2010 
 
The Speaker: Is there any objection to the Report of 
the Committee as printed? 

Agreed to. 
 
[Motion carried: Report of Committee accepted] 
 
The Speaker: The next order is Order number 4, a 
motion in the name of the Honourable Premier. 

All further orders, including the matters put 
down by the Opposition, are being carried over. That 
is, Orders 4 through 7, inclusive, are being carried 
over. There are no further orders. 

I recognise the Honourable Member, Mr. W. 
Roban. Minister Roban has the floor. Minister? 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I 
move that Rule 14 be suspended to enable me to 
move that the Bill— 
 
The Speaker: Standing Order— 
 
An Hon. Member: Standing Order what? 
 
The Speaker: New Standing Order 21 takes care of that, 
suspension of motion. 
 

SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDER 21 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, 
but— 
 
The Speaker: Any objection? 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: The script is incorrect. Thank 
you. 
 
The Speaker: Agreed to.  

I just want to make certain that we start get-
ting it. All right? 
 
[Motion carried: Standing Order 21 Suspended] 
 
The Speaker: You move that the Bill do now pass? 
 

THIRD READING 
 

BERMUDA HOUSING AMENDMENT ACT 2010 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: Yes, Mr. Speaker. I do move 
that the Bill do now pass. 
 
The Speaker: Any objection? Agreed to. 

 
[Motion carried: Bermuda Housing Amendment Act 
2010 read a third time and passed] 

 
The Speaker: There are no further matters before the 
House. 

I now recognise the Honourable and Learned 
Member, Minister of Finance, the Honourable Member 
Ms. P. Cox from Devonshire North West. Minister Cox 
has the floor. 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 
Hon. Paula A. Cox: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. I move 
that the House do now adjourn. 
 
The Speaker: Any objection to that motion? 

Agreed to. I recognise the Leader of the Op-
position, the Honourable Member Mr. H. Swan from 
St. George’s West. Mr. Swan has the floor. 
 

TOURISM 
 
Hon. Hubert (Kim) E. Swan: Yes, Mr. Speaker.  

Mr. Speaker, I rise on a number of points I 
wanted to make with regard to—and the first being 
Tourism.  

Mr. Speaker, we are 4,000-plus days into the 
100-day rescue mission that we heard about in 1998. 
And, as was on the table 12 years ago, a tourism au-
thority remains such today.  

As we know, Mr. Speaker, our current Tour-
ism Minister has indicated on any of number of occa-
sions that, come this fall, he will no longer continue to 
be. So, Mr. Speaker, the first question we must have 
is, What is the succession plan for an industry that 
has floundered, Mr. Speaker, and has caused this 
country to find itself limping along? particularly since 
the driving force behind tourism—according to his own 
words and not mine—will be somewhat fading off into 
the sunset (I paraphrase; I am not being unkind when 
I say that), but will be resting peacefully. We certainly 
cannot afford for the industry to be resting peacefully, 
as it needs a doctor to come and resuscitate it in a 
great way. 

And how can we do that, Mr. Speaker? How 
can we do that? When we see figures that indicate 
that air arrivals have plummeted by 10 per cent, I take 
the point that the Premier made yesterday that the 
winter has been affected by unseasonable weather 
and cancellations of aircraft, Mr. Speaker. That is true. 

But the real cause, Mr. Speaker, of which in 
great presentations that he the Honourable Member 
all . . . You know, I chuckle because no one can pre-
sent it like he. I could say the real problem has been 
caused over many years of failing to seize the Eastern 
Seaboard where our fish are, if I may refer to our 
great, wonderful visitors in that context, Mr. Speaker.  

If you were not putting the presence on the 
Eastern Seaboard in the gateway cities that are rec-
ognised as necessary . . . if you have been engaged 
in media campaigns that are not going to focus on 
those particular areas, you will find yourselves deep in 
the problem that we find ourselves in today. Dare I 
say deeper, Mr. Speaker? 
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And who is feeding it, Mr. Speaker? Mr. and 
Mrs. Bermuda! They have fewer Bermudians in the 
industry than they ever had before, as we have seen 
an exodus. Although we hear great words, whilst we 
give Stonington away, whilst we make mistakes such 
as . . . make decisions that hurt the industry, Mr. 
Speaker, you have persons like taxi drivers and cruise 
boat operators that are still feeling the wrath of Gov-
ernment decisions every day. 

And that is unfortunate, Mr. Speaker, because 
what is really needed is a caring, compassionate un-
derstanding to the good men and women on the front 
line. But what we have seen is a dismantling of these 
persons and an erosion of their confidence in those 
who were supposed to be making decisions for them. 

Mr. Speaker, the cruise boat operators . . . 
Everyone knows that with the decline in air arrivals 
over many, many years, they have felt the brunt of the 
amount of business that they used to get. And whilst 
we have turned our eye to the mega-ports and the 
like, and to the big ships that we might get coming in 
at Dockyard and maybe anchoring off, a further slap in 
their face, Mr. Speaker, would be to sit by and have 
their boats sitting idle looking for business and having 
lifeboats tend the people into the different ports in 
Bermuda. 

That cannot happen, Mr. Speaker! Not if you 
call yourself caring. Because anyone that runs a busi-
ness in Bermuda today knows that the economic 
pinch and the economic lion is roaring down their 
backs. But the small businessman—dare I say the 
small Bermudian businessman, Mr. Speaker—is feel-
ing that pinch more and more, as many are being dri-
ven out of industries that they love. And that is where 
we need to show greater concern and compassion in 
the preservation of those who have dared to stand by 
this industry in spite of itself and in spite of the deci-
sions that have been made that have hurt many peo-
ple, many people, Mr. Speaker, too numerous to men-
tion, in this industry. 

And dare I just touch on my good friends in 
the taxi industry, Mr. Speaker, who, through GPS, 
have certainly felt the wrath of the Minister—a Minister 
that does not feel it necessary to even come to this 
House to provide ministerial statements. I could never 
accuse that Minister of being not— 
 
The Speaker: Point of order. 
 
Dr. the Hon. Ewart Frederick Brown: Yes, a point of 
order. 
 
The Speaker: Mr. Premier has a point of order. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
(Misleading) 

 
Dr. the Hon. Ewart Frederick Brown: Mr. Speaker, 
the Honourable Member is misleading the House. I 

thought that I had given too many ministerial state-
ments on tourism. 
 
The Speaker: Carry on, Mr. Leader. 
 
Hon. Hubert (Kim) E. Swan: No, Mr. Speaker, I com-
plimented the Minister in saying that he could never 
be accused of not coming forward with statements. 
More specifically, what was absent was any ministe-
rial statement in recent weeks, Mr. Speaker, with spe-
cific emphasis on taxis.  

I spoke on the motion to adjourn last week, 
Friday. I am sorry it did not get filtered down. But one 
of the concerns that was on the floor of the House last 
week, Friday, in the absence of many Members, was 
the fact that taxi operators—particularly those associ-
ated with Radio Cabs—are looking at a deadline cer-
tain of Tuesday, Mr. Speaker, when Radio Cabs will 
not be operating. And the non-compliance issue is not 
an issue I am taking issue with; it is the 200-odd per-
sons that are being impacted by this, that are going to 
be displaced by this, and are going to find them-
selves—during the only period when they can make a 
dollar—unable to operate legally. 

They are not the only ones in this country, Mr. 
Speaker, that are noncompliant in any number of ar-
eas. In fact, the Premier himself was noncompliant 
when he brought Uighurs into this Island, Mr. Speak-
er! But we do not see him being treated with the same 
wrath that the taxi drivers are being handled with.  
 
[Inaudible interjections and general uproar] 
 
Hon. Hubert (Kim) E. Swan: And that is the type of 
double standards, Mr. Speaker, that— 
 
Dr. the Hon. Ewart Frederick Brown: Point of order. 
Point of order. 
 
Hon. Hubert (Kim) E. Swan: —we must not tolerate 
anymore, Mr. Speaker! 
 
An Hon. Member: Look at him! Look at him! 
 
The Speaker: There is a point of order. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
 
Dr. the Hon. Ewart Frederick Brown: Mr. Speaker, 
the Honourable Member . . . I understand the point he 
is trying to make. But he said that there is a double 
standard. The truth is that I was subjected to a no-
confidence motion as a result of that action. So there 
is no double standard. I took the heat, and I am here. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. That is true. 
 
Dr. the Hon. Ewart Frederick Brown: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
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The Speaker: Carry on, Mr. Leader. 
 
Hon. Hubert (Kim) E. Swan: He is— 
 
The Speaker: The Leader for— 
 
Hon. Hubert (Kim) E. Swan: And I congratulated him 
privately on that. 

The problem I have, Mr. Speaker . . . The 
problem I have is that, come Tuesday, taxi drivers 
may not be here and may not be able to feed their 
families. And that is the concern.  

And the problem that they have had, Mr. 
Speaker, with the outgoing Premier and the outgoing 
Tourism Minister, is that this problem has been going 
on for far too long. Is this part of the plan to take care 
of the business that I need to take care of before I go? 
Mr. and Mrs. Bermuda are being affected by this type 
of mindset, Mr. Speaker, and I urge other Members 
that know some of these hardworking men and wom-
en that do not need this type of stress at this time . . . 
it is tough times, Mr. Speaker, tough times in this 
community. 

 
CRIME IN BERMUDA 

 
Hon. Hubert (Kim) E. Swan: Mr. Speaker, whilst I am 
on, one final subject of tough times. Once again, Mr. 
Speaker, we awaken by news of another murder in 
our midst. And, Mr. Speaker, when I made a call just a 
few minutes ago to someone, they said yes. And I 
have not seen the official reports, Mr. Speaker, but 
they say Woodlawn Road.  

I know Members here, like me, are very famil-
iar with Woodlawn Road, as I have become very fa-
miliar with areas like St. Monica’s area, Mr. Speaker, 
by visiting families that are being impacted by this 
scourge of gang violence, Mr. Speaker, an offshoot of 
the drug culture that has become a part, too much a 
part of this country, Mr. Speaker. 

Certainly, I know Members here, and other 
Members, would know that we would not want Ber-
muda to go to the scale of violence that exists in Ja-
maica; but unless we do something and do many 
things right collectively, we could one day find our-
selves there, Mr. Speaker.  

You know, I ask myself, Where must we look? 
Just a couple of weeks ago we saw a galvanising 
force come forward, Mr. Speaker, and speak through-
out this country collectively to say no to an issue that 
they said, Look at our social problems! I’m speaking 
about the united churches of this country. 

Mr. Speaker, there have been members of our 
party, our spokesperson in another place for public 
safety, and other persons in the community that have 
called for a peace summit in this country and to look 
at these measures. Mr. Speaker, I believe that the 
only honest broker, having seen what the gang culture 
has gravitated to in Jamaica, where gangs take politi-
cal sides, Mr. Speaker . . . I would not want that to 

happen in this country. I am calling on the main, hon-
est broker in this community, Mr. Speaker, the united 
churches, to step forward in this country, Mr. Speaker, 
and help galvanise the peace effort at the Peace 
Summit effort and hold hands with every organisation, 
rise above other organisations in this country that real-
ly want to put paid, because the problem that we are 
having is a Bermudian problem. It is young Bermudian 
people. They are killing themselves.  

But, Mr. Speaker, if the culture is left to go a 
day longer without every person in this country stand-
ing up against it, it will override us in a way that we 
have never seen before.  

What I saw a couple of weeks ago, Mr. 
Speaker, was an opportunity. I saw something that 
caused the Honourable former Member of this House, 
the late Reverend Larry Lowe . . . I was looking at his 
picture last night when I was looking through some 
papers, Mr. Speaker. The reason we talked so often 
and the reason why I was able to speak at his funeral, 
is because we were not talking about politics any 
more. We were talking about how we were going to 
unite the church. And, Mr. Speaker, if the church 
started to get united over gaming, it needs to galva-
nise on this issue. It needs to take ownership for this 
issue. Today, Mr. Speaker.  

I went out there every weekend. Every week-
end you have a charity that sells you trays. And as a 
poor country politician, I cannot afford a lot of it. So I 
have a dollar in my hand to do my part. When I saw it 
was the Salvation Army. 
 
The Speaker: They call that the widower’s mite. 
 
Hon. Hubert (Kim) E. Swan: When I went and saw it 
was the Salvation Army on the corner, Mr. Speaker, I 
had to pull out my wallet and dig deeper. And the per-
son said to me, Thank you! I said, No! Thank the Ar-
my! Because the Army has been in that community of 
White Hill. It is not anymore. They had to downsize 
because of economics and go up into Somerset. But 
the spirit of the Army still lives in White Hill, in Cedar 
Hill, in Newlands, in St. George’s, in Crawl. They still 
live. 

That is the spirit where we need to go! That is 
the people that are plugged in to this community that 
are going to make the real difference, because politics 
is not going to solve this problem. Law enforcement 
will put a stop to it, but it will not stop the problems 
that we are having. And I am calling, Mr. Speaker, in 
closing, on the Church community to take advantage 
of the galvanisation spirit. It was not by accident that 
they were brought together. It was not by accident that 
they found common ground. But you need to take that 
common ground to the next level. Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Mr. Leader of the Opposi-
tion. 
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I now recognise the Honourable Member, the 
Premier. The Premier has the floor. 
 
Dr. the Hon. Ewart Frederick Brown: Thank you. 
Okay. I am not going to close. 
 
The Speaker: The mover of the motion, who is the 
Deputy Premier. 
 
Dr. the Hon. Ewart Frederick Brown: That is right. 
 
The Speaker: Mr. Premier? 
 

TOURISM 
 
Dr. the Hon. Ewart Frederick Brown: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker.  

Mr. Speaker, I am going to try to keep a calm 
voice as I respond to some of the issues raised by the 
Leader of the Opposition. First of all, I agree with him 
that the churches of Bermuda must unite around is-
sues other than the single issue which seemed to 
bring them together most recently. 

I also hope that that Honourable Member be-
lieves that the country deserves to be governed and 
that the agenda for this Honourable House cannot and 
must not be set by criminals. So that when we have 
work to do, we do the work. If we do not do that, Mr. 
Speaker, we should go to the criminals and ask their 
permission to debate issues in this House. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, a few points that the Hon-
ourable Member has made . . . some of them he has 
made before. And I am kind of fatigued in terms of 
answering them. But one is that he continues to say 
that the Tourism Department somehow does not aim 
at the northeastern United States. He seems to be-
lieve that we do not understand the very fundamental 
concept of fishing where the fish are. Mr. Speaker, I 
learned that when I was six or seven years old in flats. 
Fishing—that is where you fish. You do not have to be 
a genius or a government minister to understand that, 
if your objective is to catch fish, you try to find out 
where the fish are. It is very fundamental, and it has 
not escaped the intelligence of the Bermuda Depart-
ment of Tourism. So, Mr. Speaker, we do.  

If the Honourable Member would take the 
time, if he would take the time. . . even though this 
might be a futile exercise, I would like to take him to 
the Ministry, to the Department of Tourism, and actu-
ally show him the advertising schedule, the print 
schedule, the radio schedule, the television schedule, 
so that he could actually come to this House and 
speak intelligently about what we do, as opposed to 
making general accusations and allegations that, in 
essence, insult the work of the people in tourism, as if 
they do not know. 

Now, the Honourable Member over there is 
talking about results. And I know that he understands 
results, because 14 to 9 is a result. 
 

[Laughter and inaudible interjections] 
 
Dr. the Hon. Ewart Frederick Brown: But, Mr. 
Speaker, let me make this point. I would be the last 
person who would come to this House and try to make 
a case that we are having great success in the hospi-
tality sector at the moment. I have told the country, 
and I have not tried to spin it . . . Of course, if there is 
positive news, I am going to give it because I do not 
live in that world of negativism and self pity. 

But, Mr. Speaker, let me say this: There is no 
destination, no tourism destination on the planet that 
is not suffering in some way from the global economic 
downturn—global. Mr. Speaker, do you know that 
Bermuda, in spite of the downturn, is the only country 
in the region not to have suffered the loss of major 
airlift? We have not lost a flight since the recession 
came into play. 
 
An Hon. Member: We have gained. 
 
Dr. the Hon. Ewart Frederick Brown: We have 
gained, exactly. Thank you. We have actually gained 
a carrier. So, I do not want the Honourable Member to 
believe that the work that is being done is not aimed in 
a manner whereby we recognise where the targets 
are. And we are working hard.  

Mr. Speaker, I made an announcement yes-
terday, and I was pleasantly surprised that in the first 
quarter of this year, where we lost 45 flights due to 
weather cancellations—45!—that we only suffered a 7 
per cent decrease in air arrivals. I was pleasantly sur-
prised. I think that is wonderful. I think that is good. 
That is very good. 

In fact, our strategy to increase the number of 
cruise visitors turns out to be a good one. Why, Mr. 
Speaker? You have heard me say here many times 
before, a cruise passenger is better than no passen-
ger. Now, of course, there is a certain amount of am-
bivalence on the other side because you will hear two 
arguments coming. You will hear one of the Honour-
able Members on the other side get up and say, Air 
visitors spend more than cruise visitors! He says it 
every other month. And that is the truth. That Honour-
able Member knows exactly who he is. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Dr. the Hon. Ewart Frederick Brown: Now, Mr. 
Speaker, on the other hand, when there is no cruise 
ship in Hamilton, we hear that same Member or other 
Members crying out for cruise ships, which have 
cruise passengers who do not spend as much as air 
passengers. Okay? So, a cruise visitor is better than 
no visitor, and we welcome our cruise visitors to Ber-
muda. 

Mr. Speaker, the Honourable Member men-
tioned that there are fewer Bermudians in the industry. 
And that is a fact. But let me tell this Honourable 
House what we have done in response to that.  
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Mr. Speaker, two weeks ago we saw the new 
Executive Director of the Bermuda Hospitality Institute 
take up her post. Ms. Karla Lacey has hit the ground 
running. She understands that the rationale for having 
this Hospitality Institute is to do what we said we 
would do. And that is to stimulate, to encourage, and 
to bring young and not-so-young Bermudians back 
into the hospitality sector. 

There is no sense . . . Some people, Mr. 
Speaker, would rather just sit and wallow in the pain 
of the loss. That is not the way we do it. We said, 
We’re losing people. Our people have lost interest in 
the business for one reason or another. We must do 
something! Whether people are shooting people or 
not, we must do something about this. And we did it. 
We created the Bermuda Hospitality Institute, and I 
believe that over the next year or two, when you see 
the campaign that will be run by Ms. Lacey and by the 
Institute, which has a Board of Directors that repre-
sents a great cross-section of this community—
hoteliers, et cetera—that you will see Bermudians 
once again demonstrating an interest in the hospitality 
industry. 

I always tell people, Mr. Speaker, in almost 
every interview I do on tourism, that our number-one 
asset is not pink sand, and it is not the beautiful water; 
it is our people. And if we can get those people back 
into the industry, it will serve the country well. 

 
TAXI INDUSTRY—GPS 

 
Dr. the Hon. Ewart Frederick Brown: But, Mr. 
Speaker, in order to do it, we also have to have good 
service. Honourable Members in this House on both 
sides agree with that. But here we go, Mr. Speaker. 
We all agree on great service. We all agree that the 
taxi industry should provide great service. And when 
they do provide it, they do provide great service.  

The question is, can you find one sometimes 
when you need one? And every Member in this 
House, Mr. Speaker, has had the personal experience 
of not being able to get a taxi when they need it. Peo-
ple listening to me now, Mr. Speaker, know that that is 
the truth. Well, what do you do? Do you do as the 
previous government did? Sit by and consider them-
selves paralysed and unable to govern? No! We said, 
It must be fixed! 

Now, in order to fix something that has been 
entrenched for decades, it means that there are going 
to be some hurt feelings. You cannot have the fruit 
tree without plowing up the ground. You cannot have 
the beauty of the ocean, as Frederick Douglass said, 
without the roar of the mighty waves. You cannot get 
something for nothing, Mr. Speaker. If we want to 
have great service in this country, we need to fix the 
problems in the taxi industry. Period! Just like if we 
want to have great students graduating from our 
schools, we have to fix some of the problems in edu-
cation. And sometimes, that means fixing people! 

If we do not have the fortitude to do that, we 
do not deserve to govern. You must have the political 
will. So, for the Honourable Member, the Leader of the 
Opposition, to speak of the taxi industry as if they are 
getting their little feelings hurt because they have to 
comply with the law, I think that is rubbish. It is rub-
bish. 

Mr. Speaker, the Honourable Member men-
tioned that on occasion we might have a ship off St. 
George’s or maybe even off Dockyard where we have 
to use tenders to bring people in. It is a rare occasion. 
But, Mr. Speaker, in Cayman, that is the norm. They 
do not have a beautiful state-of-the-art $60-million-
over-budget cruise terminal. Okay? They do not have 
that. We have it today. And we have it because there 
was political will and a determination to maintain first-
class treatment for our visitors. 

Mr. Speaker, that is enough on the down side. 
It is not my job to be the prophet of doom and gloom. I 
do not live in Negative-ville. Let me say, Mr. Speaker, 
that I will leave it to the Honourable Members of the 
Opposition to talk more about the down side, because 
that is more consistent with their mandate. 

But let me give the up side. I have already 
mentioned the Bermuda Hospitality Institute—
important! They intend to wage a $200,000-plus public 
relations programme to get started. This is going to be 
major in the country. Mr. Speaker, did it escape Mem-
bers of this House that the owners of Coral Beach 
have publicly committed . . . And of course, since we 
do not have the media council yet, Honourable Mem-
bers will know that this probably appeared on page 13 
or 14. But Coral Beach has committed—committed—
to begin construction on their Four Seasons project 
this year. They intend to go ahead, and they have ap-
proval to go ahead. And they are going to do it. 

Mr. Speaker, this afternoon I am going to tra-
vel to Lantana. I am going to travel to Lantana, a 
property that has been left desolate and unused for 
years. I am going to Lantana today to see the entire 
land cleared. It is cleared and the owner is committed 
to moving forward, as soon as he gets planning ap-
proval, with his construction there. 

Now, I hate to disappoint Honourable Mem-
bers across the way, but this is great news for us! 
And, Mr. Speaker, within the next two weeks I am go-
ing to be holding a press conference to announce an-
other project which was funded yesterday—funded 
yesterday! And, no, I am not telling you the name to-
day because I want you to think about it, and think 
about the positive things, Mr. Speaker. 

 
WESTJET 

 
Dr. the Hon. Ewart Frederick Brown: Let me say, 
there are . . . Mr. Speaker, Canada—Canada, Mr. 
Speaker—this is an up side. This is an up side. West-
Jet started on May 3rd. And, Mr. Speaker, their book-
ings are extremely positive, extremely heavy, but 
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more important than that, the fares from Toronto to 
Bermuda have been cut almost in half.  

Mr. Speaker, you remember, I am sure, when 
we talked about bringing JetBlue into Bermuda. And 
what did we hear from the other side? Oh, be careful! 
Don’t upset American! They might not like it! They 
might leave! Are you sure you want to bring in people 
on a low-cost carrier? Are you sure that matches 
Bermuda’s profile? That is what they were saying. 
Today, JetBlue is a fixture in our airline arrangement. 
WestJet will do in Canada what JetBlue did in New 
York. That is strategy. Those things do not fall out of 
the sky. 

So, Mr. Speaker, I want Honourable Members 
to know that as we do try to rebuild, as we see new 
hotels coming on line, and as we become increasingly 
bold enough to take steps to create new initiatives, 
take them on, the experience for visitors in Bermuda 
will change. I really do not understand how we expect 
to keep doing what we have been doing and expect a 
different answer. That, for some, is the definition of 
insanity. You have to do something different. 

And, Mr. Speaker, if our visitors continue to 
complain that after dinner Bermuda’s experience is 
not exciting, if they continue to feel that there are 
things missing in the Bermuda experience, then fewer 
of them will come. The days when people would come 
to Bermuda just because Bermuda is here—those 
days are over. 

We are running all kinds of promotions, Mr. 
Speaker. We have a thing called Bermuda Perfect 10 
that we are running all over the world, where people 
are coming to Bermuda on October 10th. We are look-
ing for 10 couples to get married on October 10th in 
2010 in Bermuda. And it is giving us a great deal of 
exposure in Britain, in particular. We are running pro-
grammes like that all over, Mr. Speaker. 

In closing, let me say that if Honourable 
Members opposite would really like to know what the 
programme is in tourism, if they want to know, I am 
prepared to share that information with them. If they 
simply want to come here and make points—and I do 
understand that game, too—that can be done as well, 
Mr. Speaker. But I am urging Members of the House 
to get a grip on what we are really doing in tourism 
because, as we are going to find out, tourism is the 
only pillar that is not sensitive to legislation in other 
countries. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Mr. Premier.  

Any further speakers? The Honourable Mem-
ber was trying to get in a little earlier. I am going to 
take the Honourable Member Mr. T. Lister from San-
dys South. Mr. Lister has the floor. 

 
CRIME IN BERMUDA 

 
Hon. Terry E. Lister: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  

Mr. Speaker, reference has already been 
made to the occurrence of yet another death by sni-
per. It is very, very sad when this happens. It is totally 
unnecessary that we should be losing young men like 
this. And it really makes you stop and think when it 
sort of hits home. 

And when I say “hits home” in this case, the 
young man who passed away last night was a young 
man from White Hill area, a young man whom I spent 
time with. I have had him in my house, sat and talked 
with him about the future, his future, what he wanted 
to do. I can remember one day we were talking, and 
he said he wanted to be a chef. I tried to make ar-
rangements for him to meet with the Honourable 
Member, Mr. Horton, to see if he could get him going 
in the area. Unfortunately, follow-through was the is-
sue, not on Mr. Horton’s part, but on the young man’s 
part. So the follow-through did not take place. 

I want to offer my condolences to the family. 
The family has had some sad occurrences in the last 
year. One cousin of his, Dereiko Simons, a fine young 
man, was killed on the road only three months ago, I 
believe it was. It may have been longer. I have lost 
track of the date. Just going to visit his brother, 12 
o’clock at night, coming off the Scaur Hill, his life 
snuffed out. It is a difficult time. It is very difficult. 

But, Mr. Speaker, this will go on. It will con-
tinue until people take responsibility. When we had 
the killing of Mr. Walker on Good Friday, we were all 
stunned beyond belief to think that Good Friday—the 
day that our Lord and Saviour hung on the cross to 
make a way for all of us—someone would brutally 
murder another person. And that was not enough. 
Brutally murdered in front of his own children. Come 
on! 

And I picked up the newspaper on Saturday 
morning, and I saw one individual, unnamed . . . And, 
Mr. Speaker, I have a serious problem with unnamed 
people. If you want to say something, say who you are 
and say it. Stand up behind it. But an unnamed per-
son used foul language in attacking the police and 
saying, You’ve got to solve this! It’s up to you! And 
this has got to stop! And then two days later, I saw 
Inspector Pedro on the news, saying, Somebody 
needs to come forward and tell us something. We 
know it was two men on a bike, but we know nothing 
else! They did not even know what type of bike. No 
witnesses! Oh, my Lord. Please help me. This cannot 
be true. 

But this is where we are. This is where we 
choose to be as a community. And it is time it 
stopped. It is time it stopped, because we know what 
is going on. The reports come quickly. Anything that 
happens in the community . . . even we in this room 
can get a full report within hours. The phone rings, the 
Blackberry goes off, and here is a report. And you 
start making calls, and you have all the news. Yet, the 
police cannot get a witness. They cannot move to-
wards conviction. It is not good enough. 
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And that is right . . . not because of the police. 
I am not blaming the police. This is not an anti-police 
speech here. This is a Come on, Bermuda speech! 
Let’s go! Let’s all get on board! 

Mr. Speaker, the guns must be captured. The 
guns must be secured. The stories we hear about the 
number of guns in Bermuda is frightening. And they 
appear, okay? I use the word “appear,” so I am not 
saying It’s a fact. I do not know if it is fact. I am saying 
what I believe, what I understand. So it appears that 
young men, and—as this legislation we tabled today 
gets to—young women comfortably carry a gun the 
way that we carry . . . what did we carry? I guess the 
way we carried our fists. 
 
[Inaudible interjections and laughter] 
 
Hon. Terry E. Lister: No, no, no, I’m talking about 
back in the day when we were that age. We walked 
around, and somebody got on our nerves, we rolled 
up our fist and made a face. And if you could just do a 
little thing with your shoulders and all of that, that 
ended it. You know, you ran down the street together 
and talked a lot of nonsense and sat on the wall for a 
little while. That was the end of it! 

But it seems as if a gun can be comfortably 
carried. And if you carry it, you will use it. I have al-
ways been proud of my country on that basis alone. 
Or, no . . . let me say it different. I have been proud of 
my country, and that is one of the reasons. Let’s put it 
that way.  

We outlawed guns here following 1977, or 
earlier than that, following the shootings at Govern-
ment House and the Commissioner of Police. And 
people did not carry guns in Bermuda. And I can re-
member living abroad where you would turn on the 
TV, and a simple example would be, it is Thanksgiv-
ing. And the family is gathered around, had Thanks-
giving dinner. They are watching the football game, 
and two parts of the family support two different 
teams. They get in an argument in the game, and one 
of them pulls out a gun and shoots somebody—their 
own family member! 

You have all heard these stories. They actu-
ally happened. They really happened. I cannot under-
stand how someone could do that, but it happens in 
the United States. Does it happen in Bermuda? I said, 
Not in my country! I live in a country where we do not 
carry on that way. But today, the guns appear to be a 
problem. We have to get serious about capturing 
these guns. 

Mr. Speaker, every time these things happen, 
we think about the victim. We think what might have 
been for them as a young man, or some thoughts like 
that. But it is not just the victim. It is families. These 
are real, live people in our community who are badly 
hurt and affected by their losses. We have to rally 
around our families. We have to come together. And 
we also have to be willing to make tough decisions 

about how we deal with those who are involved in 
criminality. 

Mr. Speaker, we have all heard all of the criti-
cism, I guess, pointed at the Government of the day, 
about Westgate being a soft ride. Well, I am not sure it 
is a soft ride. I know I would certainly be unhappy not 
being able to go outside the walls. If I had to stay 
there for a day, I think I would be pretty upset. But 
maybe some people do get comfortable there. But the 
intent is rehabilitation, retraining, recommitment to a 
proper life in Bermuda. 

And so again, we must look at, Are the pro-
grammes working? Are there other ways? Is there 
another approach? Again, not to criticise anybody, but 
to say, If you are not getting the results you want, then 
maybe you have to do something different. We have 
to find a way to have young men go into Westgate 
and come out as productive members of our society. 
They cannot just go right back into the life they came 
out of. 

The Minister of Social Rehab gave a state-
ment earlier today. She made reference to Mirrors and 
the expansion of the programme. I am pleased to hear 
that it is going higher in age. But I also want her to 
know that it is really hanging around with the younger 
people, ensuring that we get younger people in the 
programme, get them on the right track, and ensuring 
that they can be turned around. They need direction. 
Our young people need direction. When they come 
through a programme like Mirrors, we need to ensure 
that not only the person, but the family—together—
gets family counselling and that they are being 
brought together and that their whole lives are being 
turned around. That is vital. 

So, Mr. Speaker, we should not just focus on 
a 24-year-old being killed. We need to focus also on, 
Where does it all start? And it comes right back to dis-
cipline in the home, discipline in the school, trying to 
ensure that at primary school age, children—boys in 
particular—are shown the difference between right 
and wrong, and that we hold them accountable for 
their behaviours. As we do that, we will find that they 
will know what the limits are. They will know what so-
ciety expects of them. And they will strive towards get-
ting there. 

Mr. Speaker, parents must be parents. Too of-
ten, we hear that parents are trying to be the friend of 
the child. We do not have to be their friends. We have 
to be their parents. And as good parents, they respect 
us and call us friends, and will be friendly with us. But 
we are to be their parents. 

So, Mr. Speaker, I will encourage Bermuda to 
come together now on this issue, to look at ourselves, 
to look at what we are doing about it. And let us not 
leave this to the police and to the courts, but take it on 
for ourselves. If our nephew or son or grandson or any 
are behaving in this criminal way, it is time to take 
charge and to sit with them, talk to them, and be in-
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strumental in turning them around by applying our 
own standards to their lives. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Mr. Lister, the Honourable 
Member from Sandys South. 

I now recognise the Honourable Member Dr. 
Gibbons from Paget East. Dr. Gibbons, you have the 
floor. 
 

CRIME IN BERMUDA 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker.  

Mr. Speaker, I had not intended to speak on 
the topic that the last Honourable Member spoke 
about. But certainly, Mr. Speaker, there has been 
what I will call almost a predictable pattern up here. 
Yet another tragic young death, and it sets off a series 
of speeches in this House. 

Mr. Speaker, I think all of us, going back a 
couple of months, were supportive of the concept of a 
joint select committee on this issue of crime. And ra-
ther than just have a speech here or a speech there, 
why don’t we focus some of this energy up here and 
set up a joint select committee on crime, or however 
Honourable Members would like to word it? I would 
certainly challenge that Honourable Member, Mr. Lis-
ter, who just took his seat, to bring a motion forward. 
We certainly said at the time when it was last dis-
cussed—I believe again on the motion to adjourn—
that it is something we would support. 

It would allow people to come in and speak to 
the parliamentary committee on various issues as to 
how they see solutions. You could get churches in. 
You could get people who have set up different ap-
proaches to it. I think it might be a good way to air 
some of the potential solutions to what clearly, I think 
we all agree, is not only a tragic, but a very dangerous 
problem in our community. One might say—in fact, 
some have said—a crisis in our community at the pre-
sent time. 
 

TOURISM 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Mr. Speaker, I would 
like to go back to the Honourable Member before that, 
the Premier, because I do think the Honourable Mem-
ber made a couple of assertions which need to be not 
only responded to, but also to be clarified.  

First of all, Mr. Speaker, we do not believe on 
this side of the House that tourism is a game that is 
simply to be dealt with politically. We are deadly seri-
ous about tourism. It is an incredibly important part of 
not only our economic foundation in this country, but 
also, it is the foundation for a lot of small businesses 
and a lot of Bermudians out there who increasingly 
have difficulty depending upon it. 

Mr. Speaker, the facts are pretty clear when 
you look at it. And there is nothing the Premier can do 
to spin it. Basically, when you look at expenditure in 

the 2009 year, there was some $70 million less—$70 
million less tourist expenditure occurred in 2009 than 
in 2008. And 2008 was some $100 million less than in 
2007. Whichever way you look at it, this thing is going 
in the wrong direction. 

In fact, Mr. Speaker, when you look back at it 
over time, the mid-90s were not seen to be necessar-
ily a bonanza from a tourist perspective. But when you 
look at the $331 million of tourism expenditure last 
year, that is well below, that is $150 million less than 
was spent by visitors in 1998—$150 million less than 
in 1998. And obviously, we all recognise that 2010 
dollars are worth a lot less than 1998 dollars because 
of inflation, as well, Mr. Speaker. 

The Honourable Member talked about the de-
finition of insanity being doing the same thing over 
and over again. Well, Mr. Speaker, what the Govern-
ment has been doing, clearly as a consequence of the 
results that we have seen over the last few years, is 
simply not working. So whether the Honourable Mem-
ber would see that as simply insanity or how he would 
see it, I think it is an issue that clearly the current lea-
dership in tourism has been ineffective, and certainly it 
is something that we on this side of the House think 
needs to be looked at. 

We have gone from one tourism minister to 
another. None of them has been a professional in this 
area. It is one of the reasons we come back again and 
again to a tried and tested method in other jurisdic-
tions, and that is the issue of an authority, a Tourism 
Authority, which is not based on this political whim or 
that political whim, but which is founded essentially on 
a professional basis by professionals in the industry. 
Mr. Speaker, we need it now more than ever. That 
much is very clear. 
 

TAXI INDUSTRY—GPS 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: So I think there are a 
number of pieces to this, and I would like to spend a 
little time talking about another. But I would like to also 
just touch on, briefly, this whole issue of the taxi in-
dustry and GPS.  

Mr. Speaker, that is obviously another area 
where an initiative of Government, GPS, has been 
ineffective and is not working. And all it has ended up 
. . . In fact, I could not help but hear the Premier’s 
words ringing in my mind: If you try the same thing 
over and over—and clearly he has been trying GPS 
over and over for the last three years—it is simply not 
working, Mr. Speaker. It is an additional burden. It is 
an additional level of bureaucracy on top of the taxi 
industry, which has suffered as a consequence of this 
Government’s inability to get tourism moving in the 
right direction. 

So, Mr. Speaker, I think that is something 
where my Honourable colleague, Kim Swan, was 
simply saying, Look. There have been other areas 
where businesses have been not in compliance with 
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the law. And we all know that the issue of delinquent 
payroll taxes and delinquent pensions has certainly 
occurred over many, many years. In those cases, 
Government tends to try and work with those busi-
nesses because they feel it is better to try and keep 
the business in place and have people employed and 
have those businesses address their delinquency over 
a period of time than simply to shut them down. 

Surely, Mr. Speaker, that kind of an approach 
would also be effective here with this GPS legislation, 
which, as I think we have seen, has been ineffective in 
doing what needs to be done in terms of improving the 
service in the taxi industry, at least from the Govern-
ment’s perspective. 
 

HOTEL INDUSTRY ENERGY COSTS 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: I would like to now 
switch gears and talk about tourism in a slightly 
broader way. And I would like to talk about it in the 
context, Mr. Speaker, of some of the costs on the ho-
tel industry. We all know— as a consequence of the 
decline in air arrivals that are now some 100,000 less 
air visitors than there were in 1998, and barely half of 
what there were in the 1990s—that hotels have had a 
very difficult time. In fact, some in the industry have 
said that some may not survive this particular year. 

We have addressed the issue of gambling in 
this House. And some saw it as a magic bullet; others 
saw it as amenity. But clearly, there are other ways to 
address this, Mr. Speaker. And one of the ways is to 
look at the cost base for hotels. We all understand 
that Bermuda is an expensive and, I would say, costly 
jurisdiction to do business in, not only for the hospital-
ity industry, but for others as well. 

But one of the areas that I would like to just 
talk about for a few minutes, and certainly have raised 
before in this House, is the issue of the cost of energy 
for hotels. And by the cost of energy, I am not only 
talking about electricity, which obviously in Bermuda is 
expensive because of the nature of how our genera-
tion works and because of the nature of the fact that 
we do not share an enormous grid structure, as they 
do in other, larger countries. But I am also going to 
talk about the cost of such things as fresh water, the 
cost of hot water, and the cost of air conditioning as 
well. All these things come directly to the bottom line 
of the hotel because they have to pay for them in or-
der to be able to function. 

One of the things which has been tried in oth-
er places—and it fits nicely into some of the things 
that, certainly, we on this side of the House feel need 
to be done in the energy area—is to look at alternative 
sources of generation. And there are certainly other 
approaches which have been used in other places, 
and I am thinking particularly of the one that Fairmont 
Hotel has just put in in Toronto. And that is cogenera-
tion, or what is called CHP, which is combined heat 
and power. 

These are smaller plants, and they are much 
more efficient than the kinds of generation which we 
are depending upon at the present time. As opposed 
to recovering roughly 50 per cent of the cost of the 
energy provided by the fuel that goes in, cogenera-
tion, or CHP, plants can basically use up to 80 to 90 
per cent of the cost of that fuel. That means that the 
cost of the fuel goes a longer way because you can 
use the heat, the excess heat which comes off the 
production of the electricity, to do things like produce 
steam, which a lot of these hotels use, and need to 
set up separate boilers to produce. You can use it, 
essentially through absorption chillers, to produce air 
conditioning, and you can also use that excess heat to 
produce distilled water or fresh water for the hotels as 
well. 

There has been enough work done to suggest 
that an average-size hotel, which uses roughly a me-
gawatt of electricity a year; you could save close to $1 
million annually off the hotel’s energy costs, which 
roughly run 5 per cent of the hotel’s total overhead 
cost. A million dollars a year for an average-sized ho-
tel is significant, Mr. Speaker. 

Now, why am I mentioning it up here? I am 
mentioning it up here because it is simply something 
that I believe Government should be getting on with, 
working with the hotels to look at ways to reduce their 
costs. Energy is a significant issue. I think the Gov-
ernment could do a lot more to essentially work with 
hotels to try and promote the use of not only more 
efficient energy sources, but more cost-saving energy 
sources as well. 

Not to mention the fact that when you have 
individual power plants in a number of places, it gets 
into what is referred to as distributed, or diversified 
energy generation, so we are not dependent com-
pletely on one single plant over there at BELCO. So it 
provides a number of different advantages here. 

Mr. Speaker, this is not a new idea. This is not 
something that other places have not been involved 
with. I know for a fact that Barbados has worked with 
some of the hotels there to assist them in looking into 
and indeed implementing some of these combined 
heats and power plants in hotels in Barbados. 

So, Mr. Speaker, this is something that I think 
Government can get on with, as opposed to simply 
coming up here and talking about new hotels and 
making promises. This is something which is construc-
tive, and certainly we on this side, and I think a lot of 
others who are interested in what I will call energy 
conservation and more effective use of energy re-
sources, would certainly endorse, Mr. Speaker. 

 
BERMUDA HOSPITALITY INSTITUTE 
 

Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: So, I will leave it at 
that on that particular topic. But what I will say on a 
different issue is, this whole issue of the Bermuda 
Hospitality Institute certainly has to have more people 
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than we on this side wondering why all of a sudden 
we have had to generate a new Bermuda Hospitality 
Institute when we have Bermuda College over there. 
We have asked this question before. There seems to 
be no connection between Bermuda College and the 
Bermuda Hospitality Institute. 

We just went through another graduation up 
there. The number of those involved in the hotel or 
hospitality, education area was certainly a lot smaller 
than it was many years ago. Why are we not using 
existing establishments, existing organisations like 
Bermuda College to work on this hospitality initiative? 
I simply do not understand it. 

It also beggars belief that we have given away 
the Stonington Beach Hotel and the Bermuda College 
training facility up there to a private-sector individual 
when that, many years ago—and I am talking about 
certainly the early to mid-90s—was seen as almost a 
world-class training facility for hospitality. We had stu-
dents, Mr. Speaker, coming from all over the world to 
attend hospitality training, to get diplomas, and other 
educational recognition there at that particular time. 

And yet, now we have come full circle. Not on-
ly do we seem to be ignoring Bermuda College as a 
site for hospitality training, but we seem to be now 
setting up yet another expensive initiative, when clear-
ly, Mr. Speaker, we have had experience at Bermuda 
College, and it has been, at least in the past, very 
successful in addressing the whole issue of training 
and hospitality education. 

Mr. Speaker, I simply do not understand why 
we are going down yet another direction. Again, it re-
inforces the concept of why do we not have a Tourism 
Authority that could help to coordinate some of these 
issues, as opposed to going off on this political whim 
or that political whim every time we have a new Minis-
ter or every time whatever was tried before simply did 
not work? And it is clear that whatever has been tried 
before simply is not working in hospitality, Mr. 
Speaker. It is affecting a large number of Bermudians. 
It is affecting all of us. And, Mr. Speaker, the sooner 
we get to recognise that a Tourism Authority is the 
proper and appropriate way to go at this point, the 
better. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Dr. Gibbons. 

I am going to take the Honourable Member 
Mr. K. Horton, from Southampton West. Mr. Horton, 
you have the floor, sir. 
 

CRIME IN BERMUDA 
 
Hon. K. H. Randolph Horton: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker, and good morning to all.  

Mr. Speaker, obviously it is with some sad-
ness that I take my place here today. And as other 
Members have spoken to, I certainly would like to 
send my condolences out to the family of the young 
man who lost his life last night. 

Mr. Speaker, this hits very close to home be-
cause the family lives in Constituency 32. It actually 
took place in Constituency 32, of which I am a Repre-
sentative. And I must say that I, certainly tomorrow, 
will be going out to visit the family in an effort to hear 
from them just how they are doing. 

Mr. Speaker, it continues to be a sad day for 
Bermuda. It continues to be that. And I would . . . like 
the Honourable Member who just took his seat men-
tioned a parliamentary select committee, Mr. Speaker, 
you will remember four weeks ago I brought that very 
thing to this House and it was pooh-poohed upon by 
some.  
 
Some Hon. Members: Not us. 
 
Hon. K. H. Randolph Horton: Mr. Speaker, I am a 
believer in joint select committees. I have done signifi-
cant research in terms of the benefits of parliamentary 
select committees, joint select committees, and the 
success that they have had in the United Kingdom, in 
New Zealand, and other places. 

I know that in this House, we will, I am sure, 
get significant support for a parliamentary joint select 
committee to look at the issue. And I am going to take 
it upon myself, Mr. Speaker, because I spoke with you 
earlier today, you will remember, with regard to the 
steps that need to be taken in order to have a joint 
select committee set up. So, Mr. Speaker, you will be 
hearing from me on that and I hope that I will get sup-
port from both sides of the House as we look about 
tackling this whole issue. 

We may not have the answer here sitting on 
the floor of the House, as some said. You know, it was 
said that, Oh, you know, we cannot solve the problem 
here. Well, no, we cannot! No, we are not going to! 
But what we can do, Mr. Speaker, with the brain talent 
that we have in this House, we certainly together will 
know where to go. And we will know who to ask and 
what questions to ask in terms of developing the kinds 
of strategies that are going to pinpoint and resolve 
some of these issues that we have with crime, Mr. 
Speaker. 

Are there any answers? I am here to say, 
Yes, there are! Yes, there are! And we must believe 
that there are, and we must not sit back and say, It is 
just happening, we cannot . . . We can do something 
about it. And I would challenge all of us in this House 
and on the floor of this House to put on our thinking 
caps to think about how, in fact, as a group we can 
come together, different resources we need to bring 
together, in order to bring about solutions to this whole 
issue. 

Mr. Speaker, this is an issue that is going to 
take the family. It is going to take our schools, Mr. 
Speaker. It is going to take the community. It is going 
to take our churches. It is going to take our country. 
And it is going to take every entity in this country to 
work together to provide the support, first of all for the 
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police, in order to resolve some of the crime that is 
taking place in this country. I am saying to everyone in 
this country that they need to stand up now, because 
if you see it and you do not say it, then you are a part 
of the crime. You are part of the crime if you see it and 
you do not provide assistance in order to bring justice 
in this country. 

Mr. Speaker, I would like to take a look, and 
that is on the back end because that is where we are 
now. We are at the back end. You know, the horse is 
out running around, and we are trying to put some 
reins on the horse. Right? And what we have to do is 
think about not letting any more horses out of the sta-
ble, one might say. We must not let any more horses 
out of the stable. So what are we going to do in order 
to not allow more horses to get out of the stable? 

Mr. Speaker, I go back to the very basic prem-
ise of, first of all, prevention. How are we going to pre-
vent our young people from getting to the point where 
they get outside the stable and they are carrying on 
the way that they are carrying on today? And when I 
talk about prevention, Mr. Speaker, I am talking first of 
all about . . . I just mentioned the family. You know, 
we have got to have some values in our homes and in 
our country, and we have got to stick to them. We 
have got to be tough on our young people. But in or-
der to be tough there must be boundaries set. There 
must be boundaries set. Too many families have no 
boundaries, Mr. Speaker—have no boundaries what-
soever. And children are able to do what they would 
like to do. And at the end of it, what happens? We all 
at the end of it are crying, Oh! Because I have heard 
them, Mr. Speaker, Not my son! Not my daughter! 

Well, let me tell you, any time I got a call 
about my daughter . . . Oh, yes. I will never forget one 
of my daughters for getting into . . . And I will say, she 
would probably kill her daddy for saying this, you 
know, when I get home. 
 
[Inaudible interjections and laughter] 
 
Hon. K. H. Randolph Horton: But . . . Yes, let me 
use her . . . That was not a very good term to use. But 
she is going to be very upset with me, my daughter, 
because, you know, my daughter had a challenge. My 
daughter was hearing impaired. And when she was 
coming through school, my daughter had some chal-
lenges, not because . . . You know, she’s a bright girl, 
bright girl! But she could not hear. And the teachers 
could not deal with her. They did not know how to deal 
with her. And she was frustrated because of the lack 
of attention that she was having in her classes. And 
so she was acting up. 

One day, you know, they called my wife and 
said she is down here acting up. And my wife got to 
the school . . . and Alyse [PHONETIC] is not going to 
be happy with me, but, you know— 

 
An. Hon. Member: You better stop now! 
 

Hon. K. H. Randolph Horton: I am going to stop right 
now. I am going to stop right now. I am going to stop 
right now. But the point I am trying to make is that it 
was dealt with. All right? It was dealt with.  

You have to believe that if you are called it 
could be your child. It could be your child. And if it is, 
what you need to do is to go in and bring about the 
appropriate correction, Mr. Speaker. That is what we 
need to see. And what we want in our prevention 
process is the support that parents must give our 
schools in order to provide the kind of discipline 
through the school that is going to help people walk 
out of there as responsible, uplifting citizens. 

You know, there was a time, Mr. Speaker, 
when I was coming along, I would never want my 
mama or my daddy to know that I was in trouble in 
school. You know; if something happened in school, 
Hey, please don’t tell my mama or daddy. Don’t tell 
them! Hey, if it happened to me, by the time I get 
home, I’m getting ten more cracks than I’ve got at 
school. Right? But today, you know, unfortunately, too 
often we get the parents going in and attacking the 
institution, particularly the schools, and not providing 
the kind of support that they need to be providing. 

So when we talk about prevention, we must 
keep in mind as young people are growing up (last 
week I talked about it), we have to have young people 
being able to study and participate in things that they 
enjoy and have success in. As we look at schools and 
we look at young people coming, there are some peo-
ple who are great. And I really believe that even on 
the walls, there are these young men who have prob-
lems, they can maybe . . . and the Honourable Mr. 
Blakeney will probably . . . they probably can sing or 
they can rap. You hear them. Or they can play music. 
They can do all kinds of things, that we have to find 
out what it is they can do and see if we can kind of 
use it in order to help people develop the kind of self-
esteem that we want them to develop so that they be-
come productive, positive citizens in our community. 
And that is why last week I talked about the impor-
tance of the performing arts in the schools and what a 
difference performing arts can make. Again, I use an 
example of when I was a principal at Warwick Secon-
dary. And I will tell you, some will say, Ah, that was 
way back then. No, no, it is not about way back then, 
Mr. Speaker. What it was, though—and you talk to 
any of the young people who were a part of those 
programmes. And Warwick Secondary was one of the 
best schools in the Island. It was that because we had 
a great sports programme, and so young boys were 
feeling good, and it was transferring over to academ-
ics. And we had a great performing arts. We were the 
only school teaching dance. Every kid in that school 
could dance, even more so than Berkeley. Everybody 
did not do dance at Berkeley. And when I was at 
Warwick Secondary, everybody, boys, girls, every-
body danced. Ask young Darius Tucker. He danced, 
too. He had to do dance. 
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So what we did was use the creative juices, 
Mr. Speaker, in order to help young people to feel 
good about themselves. So that is why I believe the 
whole performing arts, technologies, need also to be 
emphasised in our schools.  

So, once we get into the prevention aspect, 
Mr. Speaker, then we come to the intervention. And 
that is, when the kids actually do find themselves hav-
ing trouble, what is it that we are going to do? And I 
think the Government is . . . It certainly has their atten-
tion. The Minister of Social Rehabilitation, they have 
the Mirrors Programme. But I have to say, the Mirrors 
Programme is not enough. All right? The Mirrors Pro-
gramme is not enough because there is a wide, wide 
range of people out in our community that we need to 
be getting to. 

You know, one of the things that I am going to 
recommend again . . . And we need people who know 
what they are doing, who understand what gangs are 
about, who understand how to . . . We heard people 
talking about bringing about cease-fires and the like. 
We need to have people here who know the real deal 
and who have, in fact, brokered deals in some pretty 
serious situations, brokered deals, and the communi-
ties have come out in a very positive way in that way. 

And I have some suggestions certainly that I 
am going to be making that we take a look at in being 
able to have our young people in our schools appreci-
ate what a gang is and why they should not get in-
volved in gangs. 

And then getting back to the suppression side, 
Mr. Speaker, obviously it is a necessity of the police to 
be firm, but also the necessity of the police to be get-
ting the assistance from our community. That is impor-
tant. They cannot do it. When a policeman stands up, 
as was mentioned earlier . . . The Honourable Mem-
ber, Mr. Lister, said that on Good Friday . . . You 
know? All these people, no one saw anything. But we 
are not going to solve it that way, people. And I am 
asking the community to become more involved. 

So as I wind down, Mr. Speaker, I just want to 
say that, number one, we do not want to get to where 
Jamaica is today. We do not want to get where politi-
cians are influenced and controlled by drug lords in 
their community. That is what happens and that is 
what is happening in Jamaica. The drug lords are in 
control of the politicians. 

So, Mr. Speaker, we do not want to get there. 
You know, we are at a stage now where we can stop 
it. And we had better stop it! Because when we look 
around here, we are the ones sitting up here that the 
gun could be pointing at. 
 
An Hon. Member: That is right. 
 
Hon. K. H. Randolph Horton: The gun could be 
pointing at us next. And I think we had better get real 
around here and get serious about this because that 
is a real possibility, unless we bring about the appro-

priate solution. So we do not want to be like that, Mr. 
Speaker. I want us to keep our eye on the ball in 
terms of providing the appropriate opportunities and 
experiences for young people, for intervening when it 
is appropriate, and for providing the necessary sup-
pression when it should be there. 

And as I close, Mr. Speaker, as I said in the 
opening, I am going to be bringing to this House a 
motion to ask that a joint select committee be set up in 
order to look at the whole issue, because we need to 
be looking at it every day. And if you have a commit-
tee, a group of people from both sides of the House 
looking at it every day, listening to people who know 
about it on a regular basis, we might find solutions to 
our problems. 

Are there any answers, Mr. Speaker? Yes, 
there are. Thank you. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Mr. Horton, the Honourable 
Member from Southampton West. 

Any further speakers? 
I now recognise the Honourable and Learned 

Member from Devonshire South Central, Mr. Barritt. 
Mr. Barritt has the floor. 

 
CRIME IN BERMUDA 

 
Mr. John Barritt: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  

I was going to raise a different subject here 
today. But like all Members who came here today, I 
had no idea there would be another shooting and an-
other murder. I think it behoves me, too, to take some 
time and say that, you know, I entirely agree with 
Members opposite, the Honourable Terry Lister who 
spoke first of all and the Honourable Mr. Horton who 
just spoke and took his seat, with respect to the ap-
proach that we need to take this on as a community. 
There is no question about that. 
 But, you know, like everybody else . . . Well, I 
do not know about everybody else, but like most peo-
ple, I like a good speech, but not repetitive speeches, 
Mr. Speaker, not ones that go on and on with no ac-
tion. And I think that is what people are looking for 
from the House, and I think the Honourable Member 
who just spoke touched upon it. They want to see 
some action, Jackson. What are you going to do to 
lead me in the right direction? If you cannot do some-
thing yourself, then how can you lead me?  

I have to tell you, Mr. Speaker, the idea, as 
you know, of a select committee or a joint select com-
mittee was first raised with respect to crime and crimi-
nal activity and gang shootings back before Christ-
mas. I believe it was first raised on the floor of the 
House. And I remember Ministers of the Cabinet say-
ing that it is time that we got to that. 

Well, Mr. Speaker, you and I know, and as 
Members know, too, I think, these things just do not 
materialise. Someone has to make a motion, put it 
down, and get on with it. And it really works when the 
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Government is supportive of that. And I am very 
pleased to hear that the Honourable Member, Mr. 
Horton, who is not a member of the Cabinet but a 
member of the Back Bench, will bring forward that 
motion. He will get support on this side of the House, 
no question about that, I do not think. I cannot speak 
for the Bermuda Democratic Alliance; they can speak 
for themselves. But I believe the Honourable Member 
Mr. Pettingill was one who also called for the estab-
lishment of a joint committee or a joint select commit-
tee, Mr. Speaker, to come up with crime. 

 
PARLIAMENTARY PROCEDURE—JOINT SELECT 

COMMITTEES 
 

Mr. John Barrit: And let me just pause here to say 
that this dovetails into actually what I did want to say 
on the motion to adjourn with respect to parliamentary 
procedure, Mr. Speaker. But before I do, let me just 
say, I have a dream. I have not been to the mountain-
top, but I have been on the top of this Hill for 17 years, 
on both sides of the House, Mr. Speaker. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Mr. John Barritt: And that dream is that this House 
does start to work through joint select committees and 
more select committees, Mr. Speaker. That is the 
dream I have, the vision I have, not just for this par-
liament, but for this country!  

If they are going to work, Mr. Speaker—and I 
have had some suggest and try to amend the rules—
with the cooperation of the Government, Mr. Speaker, 
with their cooperation—it doesn’t happen otherwise . . 
. That political will needs to be there in the Govern-
ment as well. Where you have select committees do-
ing that, as the Honourable Member says, not meeting 
from time to time, but on a regular basis, where Mem-
bers are required to roll up their sleeves, Mr. Speaker, 
and do this work. 
 It has been said—I believe it was the Honour-
able Premier who said (the Honourable Member did 
not mention that), Look, we are not experts. We are 
not experts in these matters. 
 
[Inaudible interjections and general uproar] 
 
Mr. John Barritt: I appreciate the support I am getting 
from the other side with respect to this speech, Mr. 
Speaker. 

We are not experts in these matters, so the 
House is not going to talk interminably on crime and 
criminal activity and gangland shootings. But we can 
form part of these committees. They will only work 
and be effective, in my view, if they are open to the 
public. That is, the public can make submissions and 
they can listen in on them, Mr. Speaker, so that you 
can have the people who are in the trenches come to 
those committees and share, not just with the commit-
tee, but with the community some of the real, live 

problems that we have to come to grips with. No more 
will they be the subject of antidote—antidote? I 
wish!—anecdotes, Mr. Speaker, and speeches in the 
House. 
 So you get someone like the Family Centre 
who will tell you some of the realities, some of the 
challenges that we have to get through. You know, we 
talk about the way it used to be in the past. Well, I was 
raised that way, too. Birds that can sing that will not 
sing can be made to sing. And you have got to crack, 
Mr. Speaker. I was raised that way. I didn’t want peo-
ple telling teachers or anyone telling my parents that I 
had done wrong. But we do not live in those days 
anymore, Mr. Speaker. There are not families like that 
anymore, Mr. Speaker. That is the reality that we are 
having to come to grips with. 
 This is the role that police officers and teach-
ers and others in government, social work, are having 
to play, the vacuum they are having to fill. And it is 
called parenting, Mr. Speaker. And we need to come 
to grips with that. And it is all well and good to exhort 
people to do the right thing. But, unfortunately, today 
we have got to teach them the right thing to do as 
well. 
 That is why I say, if we had that joint select 
committee or select committee meeting, Mr. Speaker, 
in the public eye, where we let the experts in, that 
maybe they will come up with some solutions and we 
will have some idea of what we are dealing with. That 
is the way, in my view. That is the dream that I have 
as to how democracy and how we can progress our 
legislature here—the oldest one in the Western Hemi-
sphere, we are always pleased to say. But we are not 
on the cutting edge like we used to be and like we 
should be and like we could be. Come on! 
 And I am pleased to hear the support. I look 
forward to the motion. So I will support it. 
 

PARLIAMENTARY QUESTIONS ON REVIEW OF 
MUNICIPALITIES 

 
Mr. John Barrit: I hope, too, Mr. Speaker, having had 
a believer and a convert and others on that particular 
aspect of matters, I will get some with respect to an-
swering parliamentary questions. This is the thing I 
was going to raise here today.  

I am losing patience waiting for answers to 
parliamentary questions that I asked about what I call 
the review of the municipalities, Mr. Speaker. I asked 
three questions back in mid-February of the then-
Minister responsible, I believe it was he was the Minis-
ter without Portfolio at that time, the Honourable Wal-
ter Roban. Subsequently, that matter has been 
passed to the Honourable Zane De Silva now, Minis-
ter without Portfolio. 

I wanted to know, how many people bid to 
undertake that reform? Now, we call it reform, Mr. 
Speaker. And I am not going to get down in that ar-
gument, whether it is reform or takeover, Mr. Speaker. 
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In my view . . . Whatever it was, we are trying to un-
derstand, Mr. Speaker, what is proposed.  

How many people responded to the request 
for a proposal? Who were they? What were the nature 
and details of their bids, Mr. Speaker? And what—
what—what is it that they were going to do that is go-
ing to cost $800,000, Mr. Speaker? Those were the 
simple questions I asked, which to this date have still 
not been answered. 

And I say, is that because the Government is 
embarrassed to answer them? Are you ashamed to 
answer them? Or can I conclude that there is some-
thing there to be hidden from me and the public? Be-
cause it is ultimately not just John Barritt who gets to 
know the information, Mr. Speaker; it is the entire 
people of Bermuda who I think have a right to know 
when taxpayer money is involved. What is $800,000 
being spent on, or proposed to be spent on, Mr. 
Speaker? 

Now, I also read in recent weeks—and this 
was on the front page of the Royal Gazette, not page 
13, but I do not place stories in the newspaper, Mr. 
Speaker—that the “municipality reform” (so-called, 
quotation mark) might be dropped. Now, I do not 
know, Mr. Speaker. I do not know, you do not know, 
because they will not tell us precisely what is going 
on. But I would have thought it is time for even a . . . If 
you cannot answer my parliamentary questions, Mr. 
Speaker, a progress report of some sort to know pre-
cisely what is going on. 

And the reason I say that, too, is when you 
look at the expenditure of $800,000 on this for a re-
view by a combination of a local and foreign law firms 
in today’s economic times, people have a right to 
scratch their heads and say, What value are we get-
ting for our money in that score? Particularly when 
you have the corporations saying that they embrace 
electoral reform, as I understand it . . . I have not seen 
their proposals. They were sent to Government . . . 
Electoral reform, and have heard the cry and the 
message to reform the municipal government and the 
way it operates. And they have done some work. That 
seems to be totally ignored. 

And then you have the Corporation on its 
campaign to persuade people that they are on the 
right side of the issue. Look at all the money in these 
economic times being waged on this war—a silly war, 
in my view, Mr. Speaker, in the context of the current 
economic times. And I say that, you know, people to-
day are looking for direction from Government when it 
comes to the expenditure of money. We saw the 
same thing, Mr. Speaker. I’m going to say this with 
respect to faith-based tourism. Do you remember 
that?  

There were questions asked in this House. 
There was an Honourable Member who spoke on this 
side who now sits on another side—I will not mention 
his name because I do not want to embarrass him—
who pressed the questions of the Government. He 

could not understand how we were getting value for 
money with the expenditure of hundreds of thousands 
of dollars. 

Eventually, we got the answers. And it turned 
out that we were not getting any value at all. And 
these were hundreds of thousands of dollars going out 
the window. And do you know what is worse, Mr. 
Speaker? And you have not stopped me yet. It be-
came the subject of a special report of the Auditor 
General. And now it is under police investigation—
under police investigation, Mr. Speaker—which makes 
it difficult for me to continue. But I make the point! 

We have got another one, an Honourable 
Member here, the Honourable Member Mrs. Jackson, 
who speaks for Health in this House, who got some 
information about what was going on up at a devel-
opment at—is it Fairport? Fairview, up at MAWI. Mr. 
Speaker, she asked some parliamentary questions, 
again trying to assess whether we are getting value 
for money. What did we find out? Well, we found out 
just before the questions were answered, again, under 
police investigation. Hello! Doesn’t anyone get the 
connection? 

If you have a system in place which allows 
you to ask questions and get answers with respect to 
how money is being spent, you get on top of these 
things a lot quicker, assuming, of course (as I do, Mr. 
Speaker, when I say that), that that is done without, 
you know, the knowledge or connivance of anybody in 
this House. You know, it happens. But the only way 
you keep on top of it is if you are able to keep on top 
of it. And that is why I ask these parliamentary ques-
tions, Mr. Speaker, particularly with respect to the ex-
penditure of $800,000. 

The people of this country do not need a lec-
ture from me, Mr. Speaker, about how tough things 
are in this country today. You know, the Premier can 
and wants to do . . . he says he is not going to preach 
doom and gloom. I am not preaching doom and 
gloom, but I would like to interject a little reality around 
here, Mr. Speaker! I read the headlines like everybody 
else does. Recently, in the Royal Gazette, “Many 
countries living beyond their means,” was the pro-
nouncement of someone, I think, at OECD or some-
thing, the World Economic Forum, Mr. Speaker. And 
we have seen what that is like and what happens in 
countries that do live beyond their means.  

Greece is a prime example. And the country . 
. . The acronym now is PIGS, Portugal, Italy, Greece, 
and Spain, Mr. Speaker. And we see—Ireland, I beg 
your pardon. And we see what is happening—I would 
bet you Italy is part of that. But in any event, Mr. 
Speaker, we see what is happening there. Countries 
who have got too heavily in debt. 

And we in this country . . . you cannot say we 
are not heavily in debt, Mr. Speaker. I mean, I re-
member the Honourable Member, Mr. Lister—I am 
sorry to pick upon you, sir. But I use that as a refer-
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ence point. Last summer he told us when the debt 
was up to 640, it was a scary— 
 
[Inaudible injections] 
 
Mr. John Barritt: The Honourable Terry Lister . . . 
That the debt at $640 million was a scary proposition. 
To go from $160 million to $175 million in seven 
years, and all of a sudden to be looking down the gun 
at $680 million, It is frightening, he said. I could not 
agree more.  

And now we are looking at close to a billion! 
And we see what is happening in tourism, we see 
what is happening in business. Look! 
 You see the other headlines, where countries 
are re-domiciling. Look, I know that at this time it is a 
positional or a strategy move; it is not an actual move. 
But goodness gracious, we have got to be looking at 
these signs, Mr. Speaker, and cutting our cloth ac-
cordingly and realising that we cannot spend like we 
used to. We have to (what do they say?) plan for the 
worst. You can hope for the best, but plan for the 
worst. 
 And we are not doing that. The BSX is an-
other headline we saw—hits a 13-year low. Maybe a 
lot of Members do not have shares in local companies 
and do not follow the BSX as closely as others. But 
there are a lot of people who do. And it is not going in 
the right direction. That is the economy we have to-
day, Mr. Speaker. And people are concerned. 
 And I not only looked at the Government debt, 
but it would be very interesting to have a handle on 
private debt in this country as well, Mr. Speaker, in 
terms of loans and mortgages and how heavily mort-
gaged people are.  
 It is not going to be easy. And the reason I 
say that is because you have to plan for the worst. 
The HSBC opened their new branch office there on 
Front Street and Reid Street, and the chairman was 
here, and he gave a candid and frank interview in 
which he said, Look. I don’t think the recovery in this 
world is going to be one blip. It is looking more like a 
VW, which he said he is anticipating two more blips. 
And they are planning accordingly. 
 People in this country should be encouraged 
to plan accordingly. And the way they do it is they take 
their leadership from their Government. And their 
Government says, Look. There may be hard times 
ahead. This is what we are doing to shave down the 
debt. Look! Goodness gracious, what is it now, $40 
million a year we are paying back? That is a bigger 
budget than two separate ministries in the Govern-
ment, Mr. Speaker: Youth and Sport and Environ-
ment, Energy and Technology. That is incredible. Do 
not tell me we are going to have two ministers re-
sponsible for debt. 
 But that is to put it in some perspective of how 
serious a matter it is that we need the Government to 
come to grips with that, Mr. Speaker. And we need to 

see some sign. We saw one sign. You know how we 
used to bang on about the music festival and all the 
millions of dollars that were spent on that, for very little 
return, it seemed, in terms of visitors. Oh, we heard 
there was buzz. But buzz does not pay the bills, not 
the buzz that is meant there, in any event, Mr. Speak-
er. 
 But now we hear that it has been cut back to 
$600,000. To some people, compared to what was 
spent before, that looks like a big savings, Mr. Speak-
er. But we start to see some reality creeping in. And 
that is what we need around here is more cutbacks 
because, as the HSBC said, when bank heads said, 
When countries get into trouble, what they often have 
to do, because they have got such high overheads, 
particularly in terms of salaries and infrastructure, they 
start cutting social programs. 
 You know, if things do continue the way they 
have and we do have more of the dips, we are going 
to need that capacity and we are not going to have it, 
Mr. Speaker. And that is a dangerous thing. 
 And that is why I say, look. If we have not 
spent that $800,000 (you are embarrassed to talk 
about it and ashamed to tell me how you arrived at 
that figure and what all is involved), let’s drop it now. 
Let’s put it to one side and get on with the things that 
matter and save this country $800,000, Mr. Speaker. 
Let’s save that. 

 TAXI CAB INDUSTRY—GPS 
 
Mr. John Barritt: And finally, I want to end—I do not 
know how much time I have left. I did want to com-
ment on the Radio Cabs, Mr. Speaker. 
 
An Hon. Member: Four minutes. 
 
Mr. John Barritt: Four minutes.  

And our Honourable Leader led off with re-
spect to his articulated concerns that cab drivers have 
with respect to the way that is unfolding and the im-
pending deadline. And we heard the Premier, who is 
also the Minister of Transport, say, Look. You know, 
we have got to make sure they comply with the law. 
We decided this is the way to go. 
 And my Honourable colleague, Dr. Gibbons, 
put it in perspective. He said, Look. There are a lot of 
people around here who are noncompliant with re-
spect to paying their taxes. We are not closing any of 
them down and putting them out of business. 
 
An Hon. Member: You go after them. 
 
Mr. John Barritt: You go after them, but you try to 
work out a plan, Mr. Speaker, particularly in these 
times, so that people can still maybe keep the door 
open, keep the wolf away from the door. 
 And unfortunately, we do not have the same 
approach with respect to the cabs. And we know why, 
because it is a confrontational, adversarial position 
that perhaps not only needs a new approach, but a 
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new minister as well, Mr. Speaker, so that a different 
tack can be taken. 

From where I sit, Mr. Speaker, I have all the 
sympathy in the world for the taxi drivers, because 
when the Government calls upon them to make a 
commitment, it reminds me of the story of the pig and 
the chicken when they both commit to breakfast. And 
the chicken says to the pig, like the Government says 
to the people, We will provide the eggs. You provide 
the bacon. Well, it is a lot harder—it is a lot harder for 
the pig than it is for the chicken to make that commit-
ment. 

And we need some recognition of that around 
this country, particularly in terms of the state of the 
economy. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

 
The Speaker: Thank you, Mr. Barritt, the Honourable 
and Learned Member from Devonshire South Central. 
 I am going to take the Honourable Member 
Mr. W. Perinchief. Mr. W. Perinchief from Pembroke 
Central has the floor.  
 

CRIME IN BERMUDA 
 
Hon. Wayne N. M. Perinchief: Thank you very much, 
Mr. Speaker.  

Mr. Speaker, I wish to speak also on this is-
sue of criminality in Bermuda as we see it in the pre-
sent day. I will come right out of the box straight away 
and say that I do believe that we can solve these 
problems. I also believe that we do not need to make 
it a political football. And I do support the Honourable 
K. Randolph Horton when he asked for a joint select 
committee to look into the foundations or the reasons 
for this criminal action and to come up with some solu-
tions. I do not ascribe to the notion that we do not 
have solutions within this House or within this country 
to solve the problem. 

But, Mr. Speaker, we have to be aware that 
the situation in Bermuda is not without parallel. In fact, 
we heard from the Prime Minister of St. Kitts, the Ho-
nourable Denzil Douglas, that there are similar issues 
in St. Kitts. And the last time I was there, about three 
years ago, the same phenomenon of young males, 
young men who heretofore did not have the re-
sources, suddenly came up with guns. And in a very 
tiny area, much smaller than the area that Bermuda is 
seeing the gunplay, they have the same tit-for-tat 
gang warfare within an extremely small perimeter, if 
you like, at the back of their city of Basseterre. 

But, Mr. Speaker, what appears to be a phe-
nomenon that is afflicting simultaneously all of the 
smaller Caribbean Islands is not, I believe, coinci-
dence. And I think that people with some authority on 
gun crime in particular have seen an increasing trend 
of drug cartels moving from the larger countries like 
Colombia and Mexico, et cetera. Because of the ex-
treme pressure that their governments are putting on 

the drug cartels, they are now moving into what they 
would consider softer territories in the Caribbean. 

And I say “softer territories” because we have 
small, independent states with limited means and lim-
ited security capability now being infiltrated by drug 
cartels, and, quite often, through the means of the 
smaller, what they used to call posses and gatherings 
of criminals who are now hardened into gangs. And 
their affiliation is not only with American gangs in At-
lanta, LA, et cetera, but with other South American 
gangsters. 

It is a very real threat, Mr. Speaker, that 
speaks to the effects of globalisation. Certainly, Ber-
muda is not immune to that. In fact, I do remember 
very early in the tenure of the Honourable Alex Scott, 
our party did actually ask for a security paper on this 
issue. And I do remember very clearly, though I can-
not recall any particular document that I dropped it at 
the time, in looking at the crime situation and actually 
predicting almost to the letter what would happen and 
where our threats would come. 

And one of the primary threats was that we 
were a rich country. We were very open to the transfer 
of money, and money laundering could very easily 
become a source of criminals coming here. I do know 
that we at the time drafted very serious and strong 
legislation to clean up or to avoid money laundering 
and keeping in sync with international standards. And 
then terrorism became a very strong impetus for us to 
tighten up our money-laundering legislation. And it is 
to our credit that we have done so. 

But also in that paper, Mr. Speaker, I had rec-
ommended at the time that we would need to move 
from the present situation, where we had what 
amounted to a territorial draft army, if you like—the 
Bermuda Regiment—to a position where we would 
need a task force, in actual fact a defence force. And I 
hear people right now railing against conscription. Mr. 
Speaker, we should resist that at all costs. I believe 
we are resisting it at this point. And whilst we may 
wish to come in line with some other European coun-
tries, et cetera, they collectively are very much larger 
and collectively can call on each other for defence at 
any time that they wish to. 

Bermuda is small. It is isolated and finds itself 
in the position that many of the smaller jurisdictions 
and independent islands find themselves, in that they 
have to defend against cartels and people like that 
with very vast resources in terms of money and exper-
tise—criminals, that is. And we in Bermuda ultimately 
can call on Britain and the United States. 

Well, we do not want to get to a position 
where we have to do that. Already within the police we 
are calling on the FBI and resources from the UK to 
bolster our small, under-resourced, if you like, police 
service. And certainly, should we come to a position 
where there is even a hint that we are moving to a 
position like Jamaica finds itself in, we must pre-empt 
that.  
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I would like to see our Minister of Public Safe-
ty or Minister of Security moving in sync with Govern-
ment House to start to reform our Bermuda Regiment 
into what amounts to a defence force. We have had 
the training for it. We do train with the Jamaica De-
fence Force. And, of course, even though we do fol-
low to some degree the North American model with 
Quantico training, et cetera, I would urge our Gov-
ernment to start to move towards putting the Regi-
ment on the same footing as the Defence Force. 

The model is very clear. While we talk about 
volunteerism, I do believe at one time we had the 
Regiment Reserve, which was very capable of taking 
care of emergency matters during times of hurricane. 
They erected Bailey bridges, et cetera, et cetera. But I 
do believe that that reserve force dwindled down to a 
very small number. 

I believe there is some credence and need for 
actually having a part of the regiment, at least, if you 
are going to turn to a defence force full-time and paid. 
And I do believe that if we put up a suitable remunera-
tion we could get highly trained people to form a nu-
cleus of a defence force. And I do believe that we 
should still, then, draft in local young people, local 
men and women to support that defence force. 

We are a rich country, Mr. Speaker. But I do 
feel that our way of life is at risk. Some people may 
say, Oh, that individual is crying wolf. No, Mr. Speak-
er, we are now going into our second year of gun vio-
lence. While some of it may very well be just young 
people acting out because they have a firearm and 
have access to it, they are seeking retribution against 
each other. There is a thread, with the individuals that 
have been identified, of a connection with many of the 
smaller islands. And I can say from personal experi-
ence that they are connected with St. Martin’s, Anti-
gua; St. Kitts is very strong. The connection with Ja-
maica is very strong. And in North America, the con-
nection with Atlanta is extremely strong. 

We know that we have had Bermudians con-
victed of gang crime in Atlanta, as well as individuals 
in Atlanta being accused of shipping guns and drugs 
back to Bermuda. Mr. Speaker, this is an international 
situation. And we need to step up our defences 
against this type of action. 

On the other hand, in support of the biparti-
sanship that has been requested on the floor of the 
House today, I would say that I and several Members 
of this House, including the Honourable Michael 
Weeks, the Honourable Wayne Furbert, the Honour-
able Shawn Crockwell, did go to Government House 
at one time, Mr. Speaker, and it was controversial be-
cause at the time we were stepping outside of the 
box. But at the time, Mr. Speaker, and now, I will say 
that it was justifiable. And I do believe that— 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Wayne N. M. Perinchief: Yes.  

And I do believe that this is the time for us to 
reinforce that principle of bipartisanship. 
 Mr. Speaker, at that time I believe that Gov-
ernment House was even looking towards forming a 
security council. Now, that model, I believe, has been 
followed or has been supported in some of the small 
islands. I think Cayman is one island. Another island, I 
believe, would be the British Virgin Islands, BVI. So it 
is not a new model. It is not something we have not 
seen before in the former colonies. And I use that 
term, not in a pejorative way, but just by way of politi-
cal or geopolitical description. 
 So, I would say that, Mr. Speaker, it is time 
that this Government and this House step up to the 
plate, that we do remove some of the rancour, some 
of the divisiveness and, lastly, loss of effectiveness 
that comes from just taking a political position on this, 
and that we seriously knuckle down and look to the 
defence of our country and the security of this country. 
 Mr. Speaker, in terms of perhaps coming up 
with a solution, a short-term solution to actual gun 
crime, I also wish to recommend that specifically we 
put up a bounty for the turning in of a firearm. And I do 
not like to use the term with no questions asked, be-
cause that does lead to ramifications that we are 
sanctioning criminal behaviour. 

Nevertheless, Mr. Speaker, I do believe that 
there is always a financial motive, or can be a finan-
cial motive in criminality, and if we take advantage of 
the fact that some of these individuals who may be on 
the periphery of criminal behaviour and may not actu-
ally be involved in these shootings themselves . . . 
There are always some hangers-on who might like to 
take advantage of a $5,000 bounty by turning in a 
gun. And I do know that this does happen on occa-
sion. 

I would say that that should be a standing 
situation, a standing order if you like, that if a gun is 
turned in, that the person who turned it in receives 
upwards of $5,000 per firearm. That has worked in 
other countries, so I am not original in this concept, 
Mr. Speaker. I am simply trying to come up with some 
solutions that may work in our present situation. 

Mr. Speaker, I believe that at this point I will 
sit down and allow other people to have a say about 
the situation, especially as it pertains to gun crime and 
criminality in this country. But I do believe that it has 
reached a point where it is not going to change. It is 
the new paradigm that criminals will be using firearms. 
Whereas formerly they would use fists or other weap-
ons, they are now turning to weapons. And I am se-
verely tempted to say that there is already the tem-
plate of Jamaica. 

Now, I do know that there was and is still with 
Jamaica some collusion with the government and 
criminals. That is deplorable, and that actually has 
been stated by other people. So I do not say it tongue-
in-cheek; neither do I say it with too much reservation. 
There was, or is, a direct relationship. We do know 
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that the person is being pursued in Jamaica and is 
wreaking havoc as a result of the extradition request 
from the United States . . . was actually deterred from 
arrest and supported the Jamaican government of the 
day. 

So, Mr. Speaker, we have to be cautious. We 
have to be cautious as legislators, as Members of 
Parliament, to stay clear of criminals and corruption. 
And I say that with the greatest emphasis on  . . . as a 
cautionary word, I am not saying at all that any Mem-
ber here . . . I am not impugning anybody. 

But I must put the caution out there, Mr. 
Speaker, because in small communities, such as we 
have, there is always the familial relationship through 
direct bloodlines. There are other relationships 
through either business or going to school. And quite 
often, Mr. Speaker, as legislators and as parliamen-
tarians, we have to be stronger than the ordinary lay-
person. We must stand. We must not only be seen to 
be having clean hands; we really have to stay far 
away from the criminal element. 

I know that we all want to be friends. We do 
have to get elected every election. And there is a 
strong incentive sometimes to mollycoddle, or at least 
turn a blind eye or not be hard on crime or criminals, 
especially when you know who the perpetrators are. 
We have had examples, Mr. Speaker, of certain indi-
viduals seemingly (and I use a rhetorical phrase) 
ducking the bullet on many occasions, literally and 
figuratively, and in the courts getting sentences that 
cause us to look askance and wonder why the excep-
tion was made.  

Mr. Speaker, I again caution all of us to be vi-
gilant, to be firm in our commitment to this country, to 
be firm to our vows to serve the public and to do so 
with integrity, Mr. Speaker. 

On that note, I caution myself—even myself to 
stay away from criminals and criminality. Thank you 
very much, Mr. Speaker. 

 
The Speaker: Thank you, Mr. Perinchief, the Honour-
able Member from Pembroke Central. 
 Any further speakers? 

I now recognise the Honourable and Learned 
Member, Mr. T. Moniz, Smith’s West. Mr. Moniz has 
the floor. 
 

CRIME IN BERMUDA 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  

I hope to be brief on this matter, but I could 
not let it pass without, you know, repeating my usual 
mantra with respect to law and order and the justice 
system in Bermuda. 
 I think, to give credit where credit is due, I 
think it was at an earlier stage that the Honourable 
Member, Mr. Ashfield DeVent, had suggested some 
action in this House with respect to either a debate or, 
I think it was said a private bill at the time, although I 

was not entirely clear on how that would work. But at 
that time my response was that something in the na-
ture of a joint select committee, or even a broader 
committee that included expertise through the com-
munity, through police service expertise, such as the 
Honourable Member who just spoke, Mr. Wayne Per-
inchief, has from his past life as a career police officer, 
that, you know, together with all the knowledge in this 
House we should be able to produce a joint select 
committee which could produce some useful recom-
mendations to move forward with respect to law and 
order. 
 As the previous Member who spoke pointed 
out, these are challenges that are being faced in all 
countries. Certainly, we see it down south. I think the 
last I read, in Jamaica there were some 44 deaths, 
that the JDF, the Jamaica Defence Force, was at-
tempting to move into a part of Kingston that was 
gang controlled. And we can see in the other islands, 
as he mentioned, St. Kitts, et cetera. 
 So we obviously need to take serious action 
on this, and, you know, certainly last year we were 
challenging the Government to come forward with a 
raft of measures to address the obvious weak spots, 
certainly in the justice system with so many people not 
being convicted on evidence which appeared to be 
overwhelming. Today a Bill was tabled called the 
Firearms Amendment Act 2010, which we in general 
terms welcomed. But, of course, that debate is for an-
other day. 
 We, in turn, have tried to be positive and to 
put forward concrete proposals. And one that came 
out of the United Bermuda Party, more specifically 
Senator Michael Dunkley, who investigated Operation 
Ceasefire, which appears to have had considerable 
success in some of the larger cities in the United 
States, including Boston, I think, and perhaps Phila-
delphia . . . And you can see in those areas, the statis-
tics show . . . I think the Kennedy School of Govern-
ment out of Harvard University has done a study. And 
they can produce statistics which show concrete re-
sults in terms of Operation Ceasefire and its operation 
in various American cities in terms of the reduction 
year on year and in terms of gun crimes, in terms of 
gang activity, and in terms of murders as a result of 
those activities. So it is something that has shown to 
be very efficacious to produce concrete results, which 
can be broken down into numbers and statistics. They 
can be quantified, the results. 
 But we would support any such action. As you 
know, we have on the Order Paper now a Bill from my 
Honourable colleague, John Barritt. I think it is called 
the Criminal Appeal Amendment Act, which is on the 
Order Paper which we were hoping to get support 
from the Government side. That is not completely ma-
nifested yet. We are still working on that, and there 
may be some measures coming forward, which have 
been indicated from another place, which we would 
like to see. 



314 28 May 2010 Official Hansard Report 
 

 House of Assembly 

 But we need to get serious about it. Earlier 
today, a Member whose district was affected, the Ho-
nourable Terry Lister, talked about the need for sup-
port across the community to support the people. And 
people, witnesses, et cetera, need to come forward. 
We need to see solidarity in this community in its re-
fusal to accept this form of violence, which, naturally 
enough, is already affecting and will affect both of our 
major pillars, tourism (such as it remains in its much-
reduced state), and obviously international business . 
. . but obviously affects very immediately the families 
in this community who increasingly have families 
where someone has been affected. Someone has 
been shot, someone has been murdered. In too many 
cases, the murders are unsolved. 
 This, as that Honourable Member, Terry Lis-
ter, said, is not going to go away. This is obviously a 
new way of operating, and we have to have new ways 
of operating in order to address it. And that is through 
a variety of measures. And it is going to take the 
whole country to address it and to solve it. And we are 
holding out our hand, as always, to cooperate, to put 
forward constructive proposals with respect to that. 
And we are very heartened to hear today support (al-
beit, so far, from the Government Back Benchers) in 
terms of a joint select committee, which really, as I 
said, came out of Mr. DeVent’s position. 
 So as my Honourable colleague, Mr. John 
Barritt, has said before, that may be enough. And if 
someone lays a motion to that effect, we could at least 
be seen to be moving forward. But I think it is an im-
portant signal for this House to send to the people of 
this country that we take it seriously.  

You know, I personally have been disap-
pointed. We on this side have been disappointed 
when week after week we have heard Ministers come 
up and give a variety of statements. What we ex-
pected when we came back to the House was that on 
the first day back you would see statements and 
Bills—Bills being tabled to address gun crime, gang 
violence, murders in this community, to address the 
defects in the justice system. We expected from day 
one for this Government to be up and running. We 
had been promised a raft of measures coming for-
ward. And we came back to the House with great an-
ticipation. 
 Unfortunately, after that first day we had great 
disappointment. There was nothing there. Govern-
ment was talking about all sorts of other issues. You 
know, we have been here debating all sorts of take-
note motions when we could have been putting our 
shoulder to the wheel individually and collectively on a 
bipartisan approach to deal with this, to my mind, 
number-one issue within this community. I would hope 
every Member would agree with me on that. 
 Therefore, I use this opportunity to encourage 
the Government to really get its mind around this is-
sue and to address it in a concentrated, collective, 
collaborative fashion. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

 
The Speaker: Thank you, Mr. Moniz, the Honourable 
and Learned Member from Smith’s West. 
 Are there any further speakers? I recognise 
the Honourable Member, Mr. C. Swan from South-
ampton West Central. Mr. Swan has the floor. 
 

TOURISM 
 
Mr. Charles F. B. Swan: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  

Mr. Speaker, I first of all wanted to just touch 
on a few of the earlier comments that were made in 
this House. The Honourable Member, the Minister of 
Tourism sort of stood up and was quite forthright in 
the newspaper and today with the decline in our tour-
ism figures. And that is to be applauded, being forth-
right. He did mention he uses no spin and tells it like it 
is and what have you. 
 But I had to pick up on one item he said, 
which to me was complete spin. And then there are a 
couple of, I guess, suggestions, you could call them, 
where I think that could be used to address a small 
part of our tourism woes. 
 Mr. Speaker, the item that I sort of picked up 
on had to do with the statement that, even given the 
45 lost flights we had in the first three months of the 
year when we had some bad weather, I think numbers 
went down only 10 per cent. And people listening to 
that out in the listening audience might think, Oh, 
wonderful. We only lost 45 flights, but numbers only 
went down 10 per cent. But there is really no correla-
tion, Mr. Speaker. Or, put another way, if you do look 
at it, well, look at the number of flights and add them 
as the percentage of the total number of flights. And 
then you might be able to make some sort of mean-
ingful connection. But, in reality, there is no connec-
tion whatsoever.  

I did some rough arithmetic, and I do not know 
exactly how many flights a day we get into this Island, 
but counting on the 10 fingers I have I figured there 
are close to 10. And there are 91 days in the quarter. 
So, you know, if there are 10 flights a day, that is 
about 900 flights. And we lost 45, which is a fairly high 
number, I would say. But when you look at it in per-
spective, I think 45 out of 900 is maybe about 5 per 
cent of our flights. 
 So what is actually happening, you know, we 
have lost 5 per cent of our flights because of bad 
weather, and numbers went down 10 per cent. Now, 
what that tells me, in my country mind, Mr. Speaker, is 
that, well, it is a bad time of year anyway for tourism.  
 
An Hon. Member: It was 7 per cent. 
 
Mr. Charles F. B. Swan: It was 7 per cent, still . . . 
there was some correlation being made between the 
two. That period of the year planes are typically flying 
empty or near empty. What that tells me is that they 
were flying emptier, Mr. Speaker. So people need to 
know that and understand it. 
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[Inaudible interjections and laughter] 
 
Mr. Charles F. B. Swan: Yes. I may get corrected 
with my grammar, but “empty” and “more empty.” Sor-
ry, Mr. Speaker. 
 The other thing I wanted to allude to, Mr. 
Speaker, is that we have another quarter. Now, that 
first quarter did not include the advent of the new 
WestJet flight. So I am eagerly waiting to hear the 
numbers for the next quarter, which will end at the end 
of June. Shall I put that up? Everybody . . .  
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Mr. Charles F. B. Swan: Well, we hope so. There are 
more lifts, so one would expect to see more numbers 
in the next quarter which ends at the end of June. So I 
look forward to those figures. 
 I find it a little lamentable that it has taken, 
basically, almost two months to get these figures to 
the House, Mr. Speaker. The quarter figures for the 
end of March are made available at the end of May. 
So I would hope that the next quarters, we can get . . . 
Surely, if the end of June is the 30th, I would think that 
by the 7th of July we should know those figures. 
 Anyway, I wanted to just touch on that one 
item, and also, Mr. Speaker, the Honourable Premier 
talked about sort of efforts being made to attract visi-
tors. And I really only heard one, and there may be 
more, but he talked about a programme for October, I 
think 10 couples to get married on 10/10/2010. 
 Well, that’s wonderful. That’s 20 people, Mr. 
Speaker!  

Now, Mr. Speaker, if 20 people are going to 
make a difference to our tourism numbers, I really 
have to believe that there must be something that is 
known that is not being shared with us. But I just 
wanted to point that out, and I believe my Honourable 
Colleague was talking about efforts that were being, 
or could be made, within the . . . Sorry? 
 
[Inaudible interjections and general uproar] 
 
The Speaker: Point of order. Point of order. 
 Minister Blakeney? 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
(Misleading) 

 
Hon. Glenn A. Blakeney: I think, for lack of a better 
term, the Honourable Member is maybe innocently 
misleading the House and the country.  

The reference to the 10 couples and the 20 in 
number being an initiative on the concept of marriage 
in Bermuda gives incredible scope to the kind of 
branding that Bermuda is known for, which is innova-
tion and out of the box. 
 And it is about the profile that we can utilise 
with a small box branding— 

 
Mr. Charles F. B. Swan: He can speak after me, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Glenn A. Blakeney: —that gives the idea that 
Bermuda is in the business of tourism to the wider 
markets. So he misses the whole concept looking sta-
tistically just at the numbers. It is about the concept in 
minding the brand known as Bermuda. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you Minister. Branding. 

Carry on. Carry on, Mr. Swan. 
 
Mr. Charles F. B. Swan: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. If 
that was coming from the Honourable Minister of 
Tourism I might have sat down a little longer. 

But anyway, the point being made by my col-
league earlier was that, you know, what efforts are 
being made with major markets, you know, the north-
east corridor, and what have you. So when I heard 
that, I just picked up on it. And, yes, it is something 
different. And no one knows how many it really will 
attract, but he mentioned 10 couples, and to me that 
is 20 people. So I just wanted to point that out. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, there is a constituent body 
of people in our Island (and this is throwing a bone out 
and perhaps a suggestion) that we could make use of, 
I believe, in attracting more visitors, and that is the 
expatriate work force. We have, I don’t know, 9,000 or 
10,000 people from overseas who live and work on 
this Island, Mr. Speaker. And I know those people 
each know 10 couples, probably, who just might be 
willing to come here. 
 And I believe that some sort of effort at en-
couraging that constituent that is already here, living 
and working and benefiting from this Island, to con-
tribute to our tourism product with some sort of nice 
incentive, perhaps, to get them to get their friends and 
family to come to this Island. If there are 9,000 of 
them and they know 10 couples, well, they each know 
20 people. And— 
 
An Hon. Member: Point of information, Mr. Speaker. 
 
Mr. Charles F. B. Swan: —that is something like 
180,000 new visitors, Mr. Speaker. 
 
An Hon. Member: Point of information. 
 
Mr. Charles F. B. Swan:  And it— 
 
The Speaker: He has a point of information. 
 
Mr. Charles F. B. Swan: He has a point of informa-
tion? 
 
The Speaker: Will you yield? 
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Mr. Charles F. B. Swan: Mr. Speaker, do I yield? I 
am nearly done on this, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: He is not going to yield. 

Minister, resume. 
 
Mr. Charles F. B. Swan: Anyway, it is just a sugges-
tion, that is all. And take it for what it is worth. 
 Mr. Speaker, the Honourable Member, the 
Premier did offer to take us to see what projects and 
efforts are being made this year towards generating 
and increasing— 
 
The Speaker: Did you accept? 
 
Mr. Charles F. B. Swan: And I would like to accept it 
today, Mr. Speaker. 
 
An Hon. Member: He didn’t say who the new minister 
is going to be. 
 
Mr. Charles F. B. Swan: Well, that is fine, too. Maybe 
we can all go, Mr. Speaker. Because I would like to 
take advantage of that opportunity, if it is open. Today 
is a day when we are historically in the House all day. 
There was very little in the way of legislation. And I 
would devote my afternoon to reviewing what efforts 
the Department of Tourism is making this year to reju-
venate our tourism numbers. 
 

CRIME IN BERMUDA 
 
Mr. Charles F. B. Swan: Now, Mr. Speaker, I had one 
other . . . and this touched on crime. I, too, share the 
grief of the family up in Peacock Lane in White Hill. I 
happen to know the area very well and know the fam-
ily, too, Mr. Speaker. And the whole issue has been a 
topic of discussion and, recently, some action towards 
addressing it. And, you know, for my mind, it has been 
a long time coming. 
 The Honourable Member—I believe it was Mr. 
Lister in his speech—talked about that culture that 
does not want to come forward to provide the police 
with information. And, Mr. Speaker, that is a lamenta-
ble state of affairs in this country. And I have to un-
derstand that it is not something that has been around 
forever. We are a people that cherish helping others, 
or historically have cherished helping others. And I 
would like to just basically say that I hope that we can 
turn that around, and that that culture of fear, which 
has roots in a variety of areas, can change and 
change very soon, Mr. Speaker. And I will leave that 
at that. 
 Now, the main reason I wanted to speak to-
day, Mr. Speaker, is— 
 
[Inaudible interjection and laughter] 
 
Mr. Charles F. B. Swan: Yes.  

Now, recently . . .  

How much time do I have? I have 20 min-
utes? Thank you. 
 
The Speaker: Nine minutes. 
 

NATIONAL STADIUM SWIMMING POOL  
 
Mr. Charles F. B. Swan: Mr. Speaker, recently in our 
newspaper . . . You know, we can all say that we do 
not want to read and believe what is in the newspaper 
and all that. But for some or for many of us, it is the 
only way we get to find out things, because if you ask 
questions in the right places you do not always get the 
answers. 
 But there was a recent article in the newspa-
per, and it addressed—and I am glad the Honourable 
Member is here for Youth and Sport—the National 
Sports Centre . . . I believe the planning permission 
has been given for the go-ahead to construct a pool, 
Mr. Speaker, after many years, I imagine, of delibera-
tion. And, for me, it has been a good chunk of my 
short lifetime, because ever since we have had a na-
tional stadium there has been talk of a pool. And it is 
finally coming to fruition. 
 Now, Mr. Speaker, the local swimming body 
responsible for swimming in Bermuda has been in 
operation for a long time. And it has produced some 
very creditable results, even given the lack of facilities 
we have had. We have had athletes—Katura Horton 
comes to mind, Chris Flook; I think there is a boy, Ian 
Raynor; Kiera Aiken—they have performed on the 
world stage and done very well, Mr. Speaker, even 
with the lack or paucity of facilities we have had. 
 So I am sure everyone is looking forward to 
the construction of a pool at our National Sports Cen-
tre that we could all be proud of. 
 Some of the things that appeared in that arti-
cle, though, give me a bit of . . . And this, I imagine, is 
in the lead-up to determining what actually finally gets 
built for what I believe is somewhere in the region of 
$15 million. Of course, one would expect the local 
swimming body, BASA, to have had some input. But 
one gets the feeling that whatever input has been 
sought locally has been—I do not know—largely ig-
nored. Not totally, but largely ignored. I believe— 
 
An Hon. Member: Is that right? 
 
Mr. Charles F. B. Swan: —input has been sought, 
has been brought forward, and I would imagine at 
quite some cost. And invites have been, you know, 
put out to the trustees of the National Sports Centre.  

In reading the article, Mr. Speaker—and I 
hope you do not mind me sort of referring to it a little 
bit—it was in the Royal Gazette recently. And it ap-
pears that the input of BASA has been around for at 
least the last three years. I know that we have the Is-
land Games being held here in Bermuda in 2013. So it 
is now sort of . . . This pool needs to be built if we are 
going to be able to provide these visiting athletes with 
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the facilities that they are used to competing in on a 
world stage. So two years is probably enough time to 
build it. 
 And one would expect BASA to be involved. 
But just reading through this article, you know, gives 
me pause for concern. Apparently, there is a particular 
design of pool that is recognised worldwide in facilities 
such as ours that is going to be used for international 
events, that are going to be used for training in the 
various disciplines of swimming and what have you. 
Swimming is not just swimming lengths, you know. 
There is diving, there is water polo you can play; there 
is synchronised swimming and all these things. 
 I am sure that having the proper facilities in 
place not only serves you for the present, but also 
allows you to develop even expertise and competition 
in new areas that you have not previously been in-
volved in. I do not think there is anything to do with 
synchronised swimming in Bermuda or water polo or 
what have you. So it would be great to have those, I 
would think, thinking forward. 
 BASA put up a proposal, Mr. Speaker. And 
that proposal had, I believe, inclusion for all of these 
things, given what we were getting ourselves into. And 
you know, Mr. Speaker, the BASA proposal looked to 
me to be quite detailed, and at a cost that was not 
exorbitant or outside the bounds, I believe, than what 
has been budgeted by the Minister. But it appears that 
successive ministers and the trustees have largely 
ignored it. And I think that is lamentable, based on 
what I have seen, Mr. Speaker.  

The pool proposed by BASA looked very 
workable to me. It apparently has a green component 
and is energy-efficient. The principles of the people 
are well known, not just in coaching, but the national 
team to know the countries—but also with these pools 
all around the world. And I would encourage the Min-
istry . . .  

Now, there were some questions that were 
posed. And, Mr. Speaker, this gets back to something 
that was touched on earlier. You know, a variety of 
questions were posed as to what was the justification 
for not using their proposal or not using parts of it. It 
calls for, I believe, three pools, one in which you can 
do diving, one in which you can do synchronised 
things and water games, and then the other one you 
can do your swimming, you know, your 50 metres and 
your 100 metres, and what have you. 
 The actual pool apparently being built is just 
going to be one pool in which, it is hoped, everything 
can be done at the same time—not at the same time, 
but everything can be done. And that sort of told me, 
Well, that must mean that you’re going to have sche-
duling problems, and it is going to lengthen the day or 
the week for the teams that come here, and that type 
of thing. 
 So I thought that that was a proposal that 
looked quite workable, given that it addressed all the 
disciplines in a cost-effective way. So one of the ques-

tions posed was, Who were the consultants we were 
using? And what recommendations are they using? 
The article refers to the trustees’ making use of lots of 
overseas advice, which I would like to (and I think 
Bermuda would like to) know, well, who is that coming 
from? 
 One of the issues raised by possibly the Min-
ister or the trustees was that the particular design that 
BASA . . . It is a stainless steel pool, Mr. Speaker. 
One of the issues raised was that it would rust in our 
climate. Well, I found that the most preposterous thing 
around, because stainless steel, we all know, does 
not rust. And there are plenty of things around here 
built with stainless steel and aluminium that stand the 
test of time in our climate. 
 So, there is a variety of questions that I would 
like to pose. And, Mr. Speaker, I actually did pose 
some questions. They were not written. I made a tele-
phone call. The Minister was off the Island. And, you 
know, it kind of deflated me a little bit and made me 
think . . . because I was not going to bring this topic up 
in this House. But after the answers I got—and I was 
told— 
 
The Speaker: Questions [Inaudible] 
 
Mr. Charles F. B. Swan: I was told—I was told that 
the recommendation . . . The person I was question-
ing was a senior member of the Civil Service there in 
that department. And I was told that their recommen-
dation would be that those questions not be an-
swered, Mr. Speaker. And to be really honest, you 
know, that was the icing on the cake for me. So I 
thought, well, today I am going to raise the whole 
thing right here in this House. 
 I would like to have the answers . . . I am go-
ing to actually put some written questions, Mr. 
Speaker, for next Wednesday. And the Honourable 
Member is here, and I will speak to them after. And 
hopefully, I will get answers to those questions within 
the 10-day period. Thank you very much, Mr. 
Speaker, for your indulgence. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Mr. Swan from Southamp-
ton West Central. You are just under the wire. 
 I am going to take the Honourable Member, 
Mr. D. Butler from Warwick North East. Mr. Butler, you 
have the floor. 
 
Hon. Dale D. Butler: Thank you very much, Mr. 
Speaker. I am not going to concentrate on the pool. 
We will get a pool. 
 
The Speaker: Mr. Butler has the floor. 
 
Hon. Dale D. Butler: I think the country is more con-
cerned about the— 
 
The Speaker: You do not want to speak? 
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Hon. Dale D. Butler: I am speaking, Mr. Speaker. I 
am speaking in my loudest possible voice. Do you 
want me to— 
 
The Speaker: Well, I would like to hear it. 

Turn your microphone on. 
 

CRIME IN BERMUDA 
 
Hon. Dale D. Butler: Yes. My microphone is on, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I am not going to talk about the 
swimming pool. I am going to talk about the number-
one issue that concerns the country, and they are 
looking for leadership from the Government, and the 
Government has been bringing measures here, re-
forming various laws to be on top of the situation. 
 Mr. Speaker, how did we get here? Twenty-
two square miles. Paradise. Beautiful, wonderful, po-
lite people surrounded by clear crystal seas and blue 
skies . . . How did we get here? 
 Well, Mr. Speaker, we got a major shift from 
our values. But it happened, and this is a sad day. It 
happened very slowly. And so many people saw it 
coming. And we hear it in this House and in the com-
munity that we seem to have been helpless in pre-
venting it. 
 So how did we get here? And now, how are 
we going to get out? And we have to get out methodi-
cally. And the legislature is playing its part. And we 
have to get out quickly. We are losing too many of our 
valued, prized, young productive lives over, very of-
ten, what seems to be rather small issues, arguments, 
to us. Perhaps we have been spending too much time 
in the small village of Bermuda dealing with the bigger 
issues of bigger, better schools and court buildings 
that the small pebbles that exist in the lives of our citi-
zens have been ignored. 
 So how did we get here? And how do we get 
out, Mr. Speaker? Moving away from our standards, 
more emphasis on self rather than community, more 
emphasis on materialism as compared to the devel-
opment of the whole . . . And, Mr. Speaker, our gen-
eration was about the whole. All of our leaders who 
came here were about the development of the whole 
community, and not just about the individual and self-
gratification. It was about the bigger picture, how to 
make Bermuda a better place for all of us. 
 But we dropped the ball. And we have moved 
away from those things that we prized ourselves on—
from our respect of the law, respect for order—to now 
moving towards our own thing. In a community that 
has, Mr. Speaker, to its credit, put into place numer-
ous things that so many other communities envy . . . 
And as I stated before, and I will state again, that 
every ingredient necessary for success is in this 
community, from our communication education 
schools to our emphasis on our national hero to en-
suring that we have free education at the Bermuda 

College, textbooks in every classroom. The list just 
goes on and on and on. 
 But, be that as it may, we find ourselves now 
grappling with a very serious issue—the loss of life. It 
used to be fights were resolved by saying, My daddy 
is tougher than your daddy, and that was it. You would 
have a discussion. We have moved from discussing 
things to immediately taking out our guns and just 
shooting one another—a sad day, Mr. Speaker, for 
this country. 
 But what is the vision going forward? There is 
hope on the horizon. There has to be, because this is 
Bermuda, 22 square miles. And we stand the best 
chance of resolving this issue, Mr. Speaker. Earlier 
this year mention was made—and it was shot down 
immediately—about the closure of some schools. With 
5,000 (or less than that) children in public education, 
and still a large number of schools back to the days 
when we had 10,000 children, surely a commission to 
examine the feasibility of closing schools is the direc-
tion in which to go. Why? Because I have no doubt 
that that commission would recommend the closure of 
one or two or more schools. 
 Those schools could then be used for the 
youth centres that the community has been crying out 
for. And I think that was part of the missing discus-
sion. When the community immediately said, Don’t 
close my school, we did not look towards why. Cost 
savings. What would happen to those properties in a 
country that has very little land left? The closure of 
one or two schools . . . Retain their names. It could 
still be the whatever school there, but it would be a 
youth centre. It could be used for housing. It could be 
used for seniors. It could be used for leadership de-
velopment. 
 Number one, because we have not seen the 
opening of a youth centre in a number of years, and 
because our populations have shifted, I would not be 
surprised if closures of one or two of these schools 
would be in these densely populated areas, thereby 
providing overnight . . . And, look! It would create 
work, because there would be modifications. Over-
night you would have gyms. All of our schools have 
gyms. Overnight, all of our schools have fields. 

Overnight, no one would really lose their job. 
They could be retrained to be your youth leaders, pro-
viding the type of guidance that the Mincy Report said 
was needed in the community with your school coun-
sellors and your teachers, who could be retrained to 
provide the type of guidance for our young people—
that group who now find themselves rapidly joining the 
ranks of the unemployed and the unemployable.  

Those numbers in our economy of business 
skills and training and the need to have distinctive 
skills as compared to just a bachelor’s degree—you 
have to have skills in a particular area in order to be in 
the actuarial world . . . Those centres could further 
prepare those young people for the type of guidance 
that they would need. 
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So, number one, we have to have . . . bite that 
bullet and have a commission that looks, examines 
the closing of schools and moves a few schools to-
wards creating youth centres. 

Number two, Mr. Speaker, we have to look at 
the programme OOHP. Heard of that one, Mr. Speak-
er? Get our young people Out Of Here Programme—
OOHP. Get them out of here! It’s very cheap now, 
seriously. You have a young person who is looking for 
a first-class education, we are a British colony. If 
those youth centres are working, if we had counsellors 
Saturdays and Sundays, they could find placement 
areas to develop the skills of those young people, all 
of whom want to be something. None of them will tell 
you that they wish to be a gangster or a criminal or a 
shooter. They all have a dream of being something. 
 
An Hon. Member: Rich quick. 
 
Hon. Dale D. Butler: Rich quick! Yes, well, we can 
show them how to be rich quick with an education. 
Yes. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Dale D. Butler: No, no. No, no.  

But they will tell you—they will tell you, the 
vast majority will tell you, I want to be. But very often, 
they do not know the steps to become. Whether it is a 
basic education that they are lacking, they could be 
given the assistance to get there. And, yes, if they 
wish to be rich, there are ways in which they could 
become rich. I do not know about the rich-quick 
scheme. If you know of that programme, I do not know 
of that programme. I know of the Out Of Here Pro-
gramme. I know of the hard work programme and sav-
ings programme. I am not aware of what their pro-
gramme is. 
 Mr. Speaker, I mentioned that Government 
has a variety of measures, and we are beginning to 
see them come to the House. And this, hopefully, will 
provide the type of ammunition that the police and the 
prosecutors have been asking for. What we have to 
do is to ensure that the fighting that takes place here 
regularly, and that they hear, has to stop. We end up 
beating up on each other too much. 
 I think that if it is a comma missing or a mis-
understanding of a word, or the sentence is not big 
enough, or it is too big, we should resolve those is-
sues in the back room and show a united front. We do 
not show that united front; we are constantly beating 
up on each other. And I think that sends confusion to 
our young people. 
 Mr. Speaker, our hearts obviously go out to 
the families who have been affected just this morning 
with the death of that young person, a young, produc-
tive life. I am sure he had goals and his parents had 
goals. So, Mr. Speaker, we have to work quickly, 
whether it is a joint select commission or a committee 
or a royal commission to examine this. 

 At the end of the day, we even have to ask 
ourselves, What are we entitled to as a Colony? Are 
we entitled as a Colony to any additional support, 
whether it is advice or personnel from the Motherland, 
because we are a Colony? And why we deny that type 
of support and help, I do not know. But that is our cur-
rent status, and if there are opportunities to avail our-
selves of, experts in this field . . . I understand the 
United Kingdom has its own problems. But in a small 
jurisdiction like this, perhaps there are some sugges-
tions and there are some personnel that would help 
us. 
 Looking forward in this vision of the future to 
get ourselves out of this, Mr. Speaker, we have to look 
at the remnants of the Community Development Pro-
gramme that took place in Hamilton Parish. A lot of 
money was spent there on the community education 
programme or action programme that was going 
there. And unfortunately, it was brought to an end. I 
think part of the problem with it was that we were un-
able to show immediate results. But still there was 
some foundation left there. 
 Now, in my own capacity, you might say, 
What are you doing as a Member of Parliament? In 
my residence, thanks to the leadership of the Honour-
able Ashfield DeVent, Member of Parliament respon-
sible for the area, we have developed the Angle Street 
Community Association. We have used as our guide, 
Mr. Speaker, something that was used 20 years ago 
in the Friswell’s Hill area that the Honourable Member, 
who is a distinguished patron, Mr. DeVent, is aware 
of. How do you bring the community together around 
worship? 
 In fact, the parts . . . The festival that has 
been developed over a year of hard work attempts to 
emphasise the three points of the Bermuda Triangle. 
In fact, it is called the Bermuda Triangle Cultural Fes-
tival, emphasising, stressing the importance of faith 
because we do have 120 churches, all of whom have 
programmes for seniors, for families, for young people 
if only they could get them in the building. 
 And so we are emphasising faith, family, 
which is the backbone of the Government’s social— 
 
The Speaker: [Gavel] I cannot see the Honourable 
Member Mrs. Foggo. 
 You are sitting in her chair. Thank you. 
 
An Hon. Member: Oh, you have to be seen? 
 
An Hon. Member: What is to see? 
 
An Hon. Member: Wow! 
 
Hon. Dale D. Butler: Some people, you do not want 
to see. 
 
[Inaudible interjections and laughter] 
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Hon. Dale D. Butler: And so, Mr. Speaker, it is good 
to have a light moment because there is a degree of 
stress here and in the country. It is good to have a 
light moment. But we are emphasising and placing an 
importance on faith, family, and friends. 
 We believe, Mr. Speaker, that if other com-
munities link with us, and it is starting off small, thanks 
to . . . And it is amazing when, in this climate, this is 
the best climate to actually reach out because every-
body is reaching to take your hand. What do I mean 
by that? The city fathers attended the meeting, the 
Mayor himself, Mr. Charles Gosling. And when he 
heard how we were going to beautify that street with 
flowers and plants prior to the festival, he said, Put us 
down. That was the first hand.  

When the second hand came forward, the Mi-
nister of the Environment said, Hey, why didn’t you 
ask us first? the Honourable Minister. And we said, 
You were abroad. He said, You still should have 
asked! But in spite of the fact that we are being asked 
second, put us down. So the Ministry of the Environ-
ment has linked up with the community. 
 The Progressive Labour Party itself has linked 
up with the community. The EEZ Zone have faith in 
what we are attempting to do, have linked up with the 
community. The Ministry of Culture and Social Reha-
bilitation, realising the emphasis that we are placing 
on culture at this event, and on families, have linked 
up with this activity. 
 So if one hand goes out, which is the most 
important one, to say, We want to work, there must be 
. . . And this is a clear example of how one’s Govern-
ment and other people in the community are now 
ready more easily to remove the bureaucracy and get 
on with it. Why do I say that? Because my experience 
in the corporation in the past with all of its rules and 
regulations . . . and I have to take it back to the board, 
and I have to put it forward in a motion and see how 
they feel. That is months. The Mayor himself did im-
mediately say, Count us in. The Minister did not have 
to go back and check his technical officers, taking all 
this bureaucratic time to make a decision. Immediately 
he said, Count us in. Both Ministers did that. 

So, I am saying to the wider community, if we 
are looking for solutions, there are more people out 
there who have the funding, who have the guidance, 
who have the knowledge that will reach forward and 
take your hand to assist you. 

Mr. Speaker, I mentioned in my opening re-
marks that we have a large number, a growing num-
ber of unemployables in this country. Indeed, I wrote a 
paper for the Party about a year ago on that subject. 
And very often, because it is difficult to find solutions, 
but we see the problem—it is not an elephant in the 
room. We see it. You just need to walk into Par-La-
Ville Park from 9 o’clock to 3 o’clock in the afternoon, 
and those numbers are growing—just sitting around. 

I look at my colleagues here, and none of us 
get an opportunity to sit around. I look at the weekend 

papers. I see three Ministers having clinics. There 
may be more. We are busy people here, not only with 
our parliamentary work, but with our community work. 
We do not get the opportunity to sit around, or even 
wash our cars. But they do. They are sitting around. 
And I still accept that they do have a dream, in spite of 
the fact that the Honourable Mr. DeVent, who will 
speak to it, says, Yes, their dream is to get rich and to 
get rich quick. But when you sit down after that initial 
comment, Mr. Speaker, they do have something that 
they would like to become. 

So they are not lost, yet. But my fear, Mr. 
Speaker, is that the same way we talked about this 
issue over a period of years, and now we have seen it 
blossom—because it starts as a small mustard seed, 
and then it grows—and before we know it, it is on our 
doorstep, Mr. Speaker, the same way we brought . . . 
what was that weed that came in here as a beautiful 
little plant, and now we cannot get rid of it? The Kis-
kadee that was brought in here to kill our lizards. Now 
we cannot get rid of them. It starts off very, very small. 

This unemployable situation, Mr. Speaker, 
needs our full attention, because from the unemploy-
ables will come the soldiers of the future. And you talk 
about a cease-fire. Yes, they have been known to 
work. And some of them, they rearm. So you have a 
cease-fire, and they rearm. They recruit. They can 
recruit during that cease-fire. But, Mr. Speaker, we are 
a small enough country to get on top of this situation. 
We have to link all resources now in all areas that we 
can for the good of this whole country, not just certain 
segments of the country, but for us all. Our entire live-
lihood depends on it. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

 
The Speaker: Thank you, Mr. Butler, the Honourable 
Member from Warwick North East. 
 I now recognise the Honourable Member, Mr. 
G. Blakeney. Minister Blakeney from Devonshire 
North Central has the floor. 
 

NATIONAL STADIUM SWIMMING POOL  
 
Hon. Glenn A. Blakeney: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  

We have heard during the course of this mo-
tion to adjourn a number of very salient sentiments 
expressed relative to the current challenges that we 
face as a community regarding the antisocial behav-
iour, not the least of which is the manifestation now of 
the serious gun violence and crime. 
 I think it will not ever be exhausted until, 
again, we take the personal accountability in hoping to 
reach with resonating strategies the element in the 
community that is causing the greatest concerns. And 
with that, part of our political mandate is to, as the 
Honourable Member just alluded to, speaking before 
me, programmes that will be viable alternatives to the 
kinds of activities that some of these involved in this 
element would otherwise engage. 
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 With that in mind, I will particularly concen-
trate on former Speaker, the Honourable Member, MP 
Charles Swan, relative to the National Aquatic Centre 
because that aquatic centre is designated to be a 
community facility, notwithstanding the fact that as a 
National Aquatic Centre it will have a priority in facili-
tating use by BASA and the very productive pro-
grammes that BASA has our young people engaged 
in with regard to competitive swimming and other aq-
uatic sports. 
 In saying that, I find it very interesting that the 
Honourable Member did reach out, as he said, to my 
Department and was basically satisfied with a com-
ment without digging deeper relative to contacting me, 
albeit the fact that I was abroad. Because as a politi-
cian in this community I think, as most politicians, we 
are very technologically savvy, and we do carry our 
Blackberries and other technological tools, such as 
laptops, that have access to online communication at 
any given time of the waking, or non-waking, hours of 
the day. 

I would have thought that the Honourable 
Member would have at least asked for my contact in-
formation. And I am sure, because he has communi-
cated with me on many occasions before via e-mail . . 
. but if that was not sufficient enough, to have asked 
for my cell phone number. And I would have gladly 
spoken to the Member. So it appears to me that there 
is an ulterior motive— 
 
Mr. Charles F. B. Swan: Mr. Speaker, sir, maybe I 
can help him out a little bit. 
 
Hon. Glenn A. Blakeney: No, I do not need you to 
help me out. No. I will help you out. 
 
Mr. Charles F. B. Swan: Well, I did e-mail him, and I 
did ask for his cell number. But, anyway. 
 
Hon. Glenn A. Blakeney: Well, you know what? I do 
not know how far he went beyond just talking to one 
person. But, you know, my wife is usually accessible 
to a telephone number which is published in the tele-
phone directory. And she would have gladly given it to 
him. 
 So, you know, I hear these excuses. So let 
me just be a little bit more specific as to what I was 
alluding to with regard to a disingenuous attempt to 
politicise, even again, something that we are commit-
ted to doing in the Ministry relative to the manifesta-
tion of that pool coming to fruition. 
 We have a very able-bodied quango commit-
tee (for lack of a better term) which is the Trustee of 
the National Sports Centre, under the able direction of 
the Chairman, Mr. Sean Tucker, an attorney, and Mr. 
Larry Mussenden, a former Attorney General, who 
also has sports backgrounds, both of them. They have 
also committee members who have been extremely 
diligent in the processes of considering various 
schools of thoughts, various propositions, and various 

proposals relative to the aquatic centre. We also have 
the civil engineer Mr. Minors. 
 There has been a thorough process. There 
has been consultation. But because a special interest 
group, notwithstanding the good work that they might 
do or the good work that they might endeavour that 
does not find mutual agreement with our plan, to go 
off on their own journey every which way . . . And the 
interesting thing is that the new Chairman or President 
of the organisation has not reached out to me on a 
personal or professional level once! 
 They have gone to the Premier. They have 
gone all around me. And if they want to declare war 
publicly in the newspaper with the might of ink relative 
to attacking what it is we are committed to and deliver-
ing, as we promised—a first-class aquatic centre—
then they can bring it on, because we are not going to 
fight back on something that is negative and not in the 
interest of the sports or the facility. That facility will be 
managed by the trustees. We have made decisions 
based on a due diligence process, a thorough vetting, 
a consultative process. 
 Just recently, the Chairman met with the Pres-
ident and a few representatives of BASA discussing in 
detail our plan. And to my knowledge, based on the 
information that I gathered from that meeting, the 
President was not fully acquitted of who we were sta-
tus-wise at that point in time. However, other special-
interest individuals who have been lobbying appar-
ently—and I guardedly say apparently—have influ-
enced the mindset of certain individuals who continue 
on that path, which is a futile exercise. 
 When we talk about the specifics and the Myr-
tha pool that they want, and a 10-lane pool, and an-
other separate pool for diving . . .  
 
An Hon. Member: That would be nice. 
 
Hon. Glenn A. Blakeney: It would be. But you would 
be the first to say, We should be extremely cognisant 
of our responsibility in protecting, with prudence, the 
public purse.  

So, when we looked at the options, we did not 
see a one-size-fits-all; we saw a necessity to consider 
what would be in the best interests of Bermuda across 
the board of the considerations. And we decided on a 
traditional pool. Puerto Rico decided not to go with the 
stainless steel Myrtha pool. 
 The Olympics in China had the 10-lane pool. 
There are very few 10-lane pools, comparatively 
speaking, to the traditional pools, whether you go in 
universities, colleges, or other facilities that have 
these aquatic centres. 

Another member of the committee just re-
cently appointed is Bermuda’s former Olympic diver 
and the first female black diver to compete in an 
Olympics, or an Olympian. And she comes with not 
just a wealth of innovative out-of-the-box thinking, but 
practical experience, having traversed the Northern 
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Continental United States, competing in all of the best 
aquatic facilities available to her in the preparation 
leading up to her Olympic competition. And there are 
several pools that she competed in that had dual us-
age and programmes that very adequately facilitated 
various aquatic sports. 

That is about the management of the facility. 
When we looked at the cost dynamic relative to 10 
lanes, we looked at the size of our population, and, 
more particularly, at those involved in the sport, we do 
not think that it is warranted to consider a 10-lane 
pool. 

The other thing with regard to the confidence I 
have in my committee is that every phase, save and 
except maybe one court relative to the track at the 
national facility that had to be relayed, which was un-
der warranty . . . Outside of that, that committee, with 
their responsibility to oversight based on their remit 
has ensured that every phase till now, slow as it might 
be, has been delivered on time and on budget. 

I would, in closing, suggest to the Honourable 
Member opposite that if he has such genuine con-
cerns in the interest of the public and the community, 
and particularly the sports of aquatics, that he is more 
than welcomed, encouraged and invited to pick up a 
telephone and make an appointment or have a dis-
cussion or dialogue via e-mail communication in ad-
dressing any of those concerns, directly with the sub-
stantive Minister. And I would welcome that at any 
point in time, whether it is four o’clock in the afternoon 
or four o’clock in the morning. Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister Blakeney. 
 Any further speakers? Before I recognise 
Madam Deputy Premier— 
 
[Laughter] 
 
The Speaker: Well, I now recognise Dame Jennifer 
Smith from St. George’s North. Dame Jennifer has the 
floor. 
 

ACHILLES BAY BEACH 
 
Hon. Dame Jennifer Smith: Mr. Speaker, mine is 
very short and would appear to be off the topic that 
has consumed Members today. But nevertheless, it is 
of interest to my constituents and to those who enjoy 
a good beach. 
 Members may have noticed in the daily paper 
this week an advertisement for a club in St. George’s 
which claims to have a private beach. That private 
beach, Mr. Speaker, sitting at the bottom of Fort St. 
Catherine, has in the past been the subject of [INAU-
DIBLE] by a famous Bermudian artist who wanted to 
ensure that Bermudians knew that it was in fact a pub-
lic beach and park. 
 It is called Achilles Bay, and it remains a pub-
lic beach and park. And I would not want by dint of the 

advertisement, which claimed it as a private beach, for 
anyone to be confounded or to think that this Gov-
ernment had changed something against the public’s 
favour. That is not so. A retraction is to be issued. But 
the beach remains a public beach, open to all. Thank 
you. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Dame Jennifer, for that in-
formation. 
 Any further speakers? I now recognise the 
Honourable and Learned Member, Minister of Fi-
nance, Ms. P. Cox from Devonshire North West. Min-
ister? 
 

“POLITICAL SURGERY” 
 
Hon. Paula A. Cox: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  

Mr. Speaker, I would like to make some brief 
comments. And I think firstly what I would like to say is 
that it is not politics as usual or business as usual. 
And I think nowhere has this been more evidenced 
than in this week with the release that you had just 
yesterday in terms of the Media Council. 
 I think it almost borders on being unprece-
dented to have had, I suppose, the fourth estate and 
its relationship with Government. Often, it is almost 
structurally one that is seen to be at odds. And what I 
thought was interesting was that you had the ac-
knowledgement that there were some mistakes made. 
And you heard the comment or read the comment that 
we dropped the ball. And the ability and willingness to 
now look at things fresh with new eyes . . . And that, 
Mr. Speaker, is part of the trend. And I think it is part 
of the thread that you have heard recurring today 
amongst Members of Parliament, and I believe also 
out in the community. 
 As you look at the various activist groups, 
community action groups that have mushroomed and 
that have expanded, whether it is Rise up Bermuda, 
whether it is the Church Alliance, but I think there is a 
willingness to hold hands in a more sincere way with a 
greater degree of integrity of process than has been 
done hitherto. 
 So, Mr. Speaker, I believe we have a unique 
opportunity. And I want to say that even this week . . . 
in fact, yesterday at the Centre for Leadership Break-
fast Meeting with Executive Women that was organ-
ised, what the intent was . . . because you are always 
concerned. You do not want something which is going 
to build up silos or even a certain amount of preten-
sion. And I was pleasantly, if not surprised, I was cer-
tainly impressed with the level of dialogue, with the 
level of conversation, and with the level of concern 
and compassion to look at how those who are more 
vulnerable in the work environment need help, 
whether they be single parents, whether they be peo-
ple who are just finding it difficult to make ends meet. 
 What was even more impressive was that you 
saw the exchange of e-mail addresses. You saw the 
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attempt and the real effort to make sure that it is a 
relationship and a dialogue that is to continue. And it 
is not to continue with a view to seeking better bene-
fits for those who sat at the table, but it was a relation-
ship that was being forged to try and help those who 
were not doing as well, and to also provide a level of 
support. 
 Mr. Speaker, I have said before, and with your 
indulgence and permission I will say again, that what I 
recall as someone who sat at the feet of one who was 
committed to being part of the pioneers to architect 
change, equity, and justice in this country, I remember 
my father asking him, Why did he get involved? And 
he said he got involved in politics because he 
wanted—at a time when it was a very harsh, uninvit-
ing, and difficult racial environment in Bermuda—he 
wanted to be part of those who would help to make 
change, effect change, and make it better for those 
little black children who were coming along. 
 As you look, Mr. Speaker, as I do, across the 
floor, behind, alongside, every one of these Honour-
able men and women must have had a guiding princi-
ple, something which was the fire in their belly that 
has allowed them to have the ability, the wherewithal, 
to sit in these seats. And I do not believe that it is mo-
tivated purely by any self-interest. I believe it was a 
desire to do good. And that is what we must reignite, 
because, Mr. Speaker, we have to have that passion. 
We have to have that fire.  

My Honourable colleague who speaks for 
those issues that touch the community in terms of her 
remit as the Minister for Cultural and Social Rehabili-
tation, in a recent speech, I believe a couple of weeks 
ago, took as her over-arching theme that the village is 
on fire. The village is on fire. So it means even more 
so that we cannot have politics as usual or business 
as usual. And we have to dare to do some things dif-
ferently—decidedly differently, determinately differ-
ently. 

I say, just as an example—and this is a super-
ficial, simple one—somebody said to me, because 
they saw my advertisement for this political surgery 
and the list. And the . . . What do you want to think 
here? Because I remember that it was automatic 
when you say you are having a political surgery or 
clinic, that it is automatic, for those who are politically 
engaged, what that means. But you have got to re-
member that there is a whole generation, the Y gen-
eration, who when they see Saturday morning 10 to 
12, or Thursday evening 8 to 10, that that is not a 
meeting, because some people think it is a meeting. 

A political surgery is one-on-one time with 
your representative. So a steady stream of people, 
young people, old people, middle-aged people, 
groups of people who wish to come as a group get 
time one-on-one with their representative. And while 
others queue up in another room or somewhere else, 
those people that time have one-on-one. 

So this is my brief commercial that a surgery 
is not a meeting, per se; it is a one-on-one dialogue 
with your representative. 

Mr. Speaker, I think that we have to acknowl-
edge, unless we have our heads in our butt (and I 
hope, with the greatest respect, that you do not con-
sider that as unparliamentary; but if you do think so, 
then, Mr. Speaker, for those who have their head in 
their hindquarters, Mr. Speaker; that might be more 
appropriate), let me say that there is clearly a level of 
anger in this community. 

People are frustrated. There is not a feel-good 
mood. They are not feeling the love for any number of 
reasons. And some may be self-inflicted. However, we 
cannot, as reasonable people and as people who 
care, leave it at that. In a discussion I was having with 
some about young people, what they were saying, 
some of our young people are saying, We have to 
lead from the top. And we have to set the tone from 
the top. And they were not singling out any individual, 
but they are saying, as legislators. And they were say-
ing, Why do we (as legislators) . . . Why do we ask 
them when we want to have legislation? Because they 
say, Why are we picking on them? That is how they 
saw some of the recent traffic-oriented legislation. 

I think sometimes we have to make it clear 
and to listen, and not just listen, but hear when young 
people and others talk to us, because, first you listen. 
Then you seek to explain. And I think it is important for 
context that we have to note that even this week in the 
other place, a Liquor Licence Act was passed. What 
this does . . . because their query was that many of 
those who have been the victims of road traffic fatali-
ties have not been young people. They said that, 
What about adults who drink and smoke? What are 
you doing to them? Why are you picking on us? And it 
is a valid query, Mr. Speaker. 

But there is an explanation. Even if it may not 
satisfy, at least one can provide an explanation. So I 
talked about the Liquor Licence Act. You may have 
heard the recent discussions on the radio about the 
proposals to deal with deterring the use of cell phones 
while people drive. That is not looking at and focusing 
on young people at all. 

I think, Mr. Speaker, as you look at the whole 
raft of legislation that the Government of this country 
is seeking to do—including those two pieces that were 
tabled today, the Firearms Act and the Bail Act—it is 
about trying to build a better mousetrap, trying to put 
in place some building blocks that can help to make 
our community a safer one, a better one. 

You encourage change. You encourage 
change often by standards, by role modeling. And you 
also have the ability of your legal framework to assist 
in that regard, Mr. Speaker. 
 

TAXI INDUSTRY—GPS 
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Hon. Paula A. Cox: I think, Mr. Speaker, that with 
regard to taxis, let me just note, because I think it is 
important to note that what we sought to do on behalf 
of the Government in the Ministry of Finance was to 
provide some relief to those who were bringing in the 
GPS equipment. There was a timetable and a time 
frame in order to make such claims. 

What we have had has been fresh information 
over the last month or so. And you know the critical 
period is the end of this month. So if you have a radio 
dispatching company, and taxi drivers and taxi own-
ers, really, who are going to have to seek to buy a 
new system, then clearly, Mr. Speaker, I believe that I 
have the authority to at least have an invitation to 
treat. And I have no doubt that reasonable, enlight-
ened legislators who sit both in Cabinet, caucus, and 
in this place, would be very supportive about extend-
ing to those who may need it—particularly in these 
economic times—the ability for that relief to be ex-
tended, notwithstanding the fact that the strict timeta-
ble has passed. 
 That is what we have to do as legislators. 
That is what we have to do as leaders, to change and 
respond to different circumstances. And we have to 
do it with a measure of enthusiasm and with a meas-
ure of speed of execution, Mr. Speaker. 
 

CRIME IN BERMUDA 
 
Hon. Paula A. Cox: Now, Mr. Speaker, let me say, 
because I think that we know and we can all talk, and 
that is why I have to confess, Mr. Speaker, I have 
some difficulty in commissions and even other entities 
unless it has clear terms of reference which lead to 
clear action points. But I believe that there is always, 
always benefit in dialogue, but dialogue with a pur-
pose so that you have some clear action points that 
will result. Even though every one of us mourns, 
grieves, empathises or sympathises when there is a 
death, particularly the death of a young person, I do 
believe that we cannot just have this emotional, verbal 
haemorrhaging without some decided output. 
 To that end, I think that a joint select commit-
tee or something of that nature has value with clear 
terms of reference and action points, not just talking 
shop. I think talking is not always the most efficient 
way of taking decisions and reshaping a community. 
  

TRIP TO BRUSSELS 
 
Hon. Paula A. Cox: Now, Mr. Speaker, as I wind up, 
let me just say, as Minister of Finance, there are some 
responsibilities and roles that I have. Now, Mr. 
Speaker, I have a concern that on both sides of the 
Atlantic, Bermuda is like a target, and you can see the 
target hole that people are aiming at, whether it is 
from the European Union or whether it is from the US. 
One cannot sit on one’s hands, and one cannot sit idly 
by when you are under severe national interest con-
cerns. 

 To that end, Mr. Speaker, I hope that volcanic 
ash does not prevent me from seeing you next week, 
Mr. Speaker. But I certainly plan, with God’s help, to 
making a whistle-stop tour in Brussels. It should be, I 
hope, just only a two-day trip, and I will be back well 
before next Friday, volcanic ash permitting. 
 However, Mr. Speaker, notwithstanding that 
there will be a subsequent trip where I will speak to 
those who are on the Council of Ministers in Brussels, 
at this time the Government of Bermuda, through the 
Ministry of Finance and through the Minister of Fi-
nance will be holding hands with ABIR, the Associa-
tion of Bermuda Insurers and Reinsurers, to talk to a 
number of senior officials who sit on the E-council. I 
believe it is most important that by heightening the 
visibility of Bermuda, not just through the regulator 
and through the private sector, but also by the agent 
of Government through the Government Minister, it is 
important that they understand that they must not 
make decisions that are going to be a clear and pre-
sent danger to our national economic interests. 
 
[Desk thumping] 
 
Hon. Paula A. Cox: And it is my job and my respon-
sibility to represent Bermuda in that end.  

So, Mr. Speaker, I think that much has been 
said. Much is being done, and much will be done, Mr. 
Speaker.  

But let me close, with your indulgence, by re-
citing from a poem that was written, in fact, from a 
song by, I think, I suppose, a political activist. And I 
am not going to presume to try to sing it, even if I un-
derstood how the melody went. But listen to this. It is 
the old protest song Peter Seeger used to sing:  

“One man’s hands can’t tear a prison down 
Two men’s hands can’t tear a prison down  
But if two and two and fifty make a million 
We will see that day come round 
We will see that day come round” 

  
So, Mr. Speaker, if one and one and two and 

fifty can build a new Bermuda, can do it a different 
way so it is not politics or business as usual, then one 
really will have cause to be positive about our discus-
sions in this place. And I thank you. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Madam Deputy Premier, 
the Honourable and Learned Member from Devon-
shire North West. The House stands adjourned until 
Friday next at 10:00 AM. 
 
[At 2:17 pm the House stood adjourned until 10:00 am 
Friday, 4 June 2010.] 
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