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BERMUDA HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 
 

OFFICIAL HANSARD REPORT 
17 NOVEMBER 2017 

10:04 AM 
Sitting Number 9 of the 2017/18 Session 

 
 
 
[Hon. Dennis P. Lister, Jr., Speaker, in the Chair] 
 

PRAYERS 
 
[Prayers read by Mrs. Shernette Wolffe, Clerk] 
 

CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 
[Minutes of 10 November 2017] 

 
The Speaker: Members, the Minutes from November 
the 10th have been received. 
 Are there any objections or any amendments? 
 No objections, no amendments. 
 The Minutes are confirmed. 
 
[Minutes of 10 November 2017 confirmed] 
 

MESSAGES FROM THE GOVERNOR 
 
[No Messages from the Governor]  
 
The Clerk: Announcements by the Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: There are none. 
 
The Clerk: Yes, there are. 
 
The Speaker: Sorry. I am looking at Messages from 
the Governor. We skipped one; you see? 
 
The Clerk: Oh, I am sorry. 
 
The Speaker: No problem, dear. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS BY THE SPEAKER 
OR MEMBER PRESIDING 

 
APOLOGIES 

 
The Speaker: There is one announcement from my 
Chair. I have received notice from two Members that 
they will be absent today. The Honourable Member, 
Mr. Weeks, and the Honourable Member, Mr. Smith 
(Ben Smith) have both indicated that they will be ab-
sent today. 

MESSAGES FROM THE SENATE 
 
The Speaker: There are none. 
 

PAPERS AND OTHER 
COMMUNICATIONS TO THE HOUSE 

 
The Speaker: Yes, we have a paper this morning 
from the Minister of Education. And I believe the Min-
ister of Works is going to do it in his stead? 
 
BERMUDA COLLEGE ANNUAL REPORT 2016/17 

 
Lt. Col. Hon. David A. Burch: Yes, Mr. Speaker; 
good morning. 
 On behalf of the Honourable D. V. S. Rabain, 
the Minister of Education and Workforce Develop-
ment, I have the honour to attach and submit for the 
information of the Honourable House of Assembly the 
Bermuda College Annual Report 2016/17. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 

PETITIONS 
 
The Speaker: There are none. 
 

STATEMENTS BY MINISTERS 
AND JUNIOR MINISTERS 

 
The Speaker: I believe we have nine Statements to-
day. 
 Premier, would you like to lead off the State-
ments this morning? I believe you have one. 
 
Hon. Dr. E. Grant Gibbons: We do not have a copy 
of the Statement. 
 
The Speaker: Just hold on one second. Have [copies 
of] the Premier’s Statement been circulated? 
 
An Hon. Member: No, we do not. 
 
The Speaker: It is being circulated now? 
 
[Inaudible interjections and pause]  
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The Speaker: Ministers, just a reminder, part of why 
we are going through this little hiccup this morning is 
that if things do not arrive to this office on time it 
causes problems on this end of the exercise. We try to 
avoid that by having them on time. Give us a few 
minutes until those Statements have been circulated. 
 
[Pause] 
 
The Speaker: Do all Members have the Premier’s 
Statement? 

Premier, you can begin while the others are 
being circulated. 
 

BERMUDA INFRASTRUCTURE FUND 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Good morning, Mr. Speaker, and 
thank you.  
 Mr. Speaker, I rise today to advise Honoura-
ble Members of the establishment of the Bermuda 
Infrastructure Fund. Honourable Members will recall 
that Government’s vision, expressed in our election 
platform entitled “Agenda for a Better and Fairer Ber-
muda,” was to implement the National Infrastructure 
Strategy Plan. The purpose of this plan is to identify 
important improvements and repairs to Bermuda’s 
infrastructure that will not only enhance the overall 
quality of life, but will also create business opportuni-
ties for construction companies and jobs for Bermudi-
an construction workers.  
 Mr. Speaker, Bermuda is a global leader in 
insurance. Bermuda-based insurance companies and 
reinsurance companies have significant assets. These 
assets are put aside to pay claims when they arise. 
The vast majority of these assets are invested outside 
of Bermuda. If only a small portion of these funds 
were invested domestically, in the Bermuda economy, 
that would result in significant investments. This would 
be a very significant inflow of capital into our econo-
my, leading to investments that will create jobs and 
stimulate economic growth.  
 Mr. Speaker, the Bermuda Infrastructure Fund 
concept was brought to the previous Government by a 
few key senior executives of Bermuda’s reinsurance 
industry. These companies have consistently been 
committed to Bermuda, and they wanted to help en-
sure that Bermuda was able to return to a path of 
economic growth, creating prosperity for Bermudians. 
The recent statistics showing that 2016 was the sev-
enth year of economic contraction in the last eight 
years shows the urgency that must be placed on eco-
nomic growth, as our future depends on being able to 
grow our economy and create jobs for Bermudians. 
The originators of the fund idea, realising that they did 
not have the in-house expertise in infrastructure in-
vestment necessary to manage the fund professional-
ly, approached Fortress Investment Group, who 
agreed to act as manager. Fortress Investment Group 
LLC is a leading, diversified, global investment man-

agement firm. Fortress applies its deep experience 
and specialised expertise across a range of invest-
ment strategies—private equity, credit, liquid markets, 
and traditional asset management—on behalf of over 
1,600 institutional investors and private clients world-
wide. 
 Mr. Speaker, the former Minister of Finance 
did not support this fund, as there was a disagreement 
on the management fee that was to be paid to the 
fund managers. This disagreement prevented the fund 
from becoming a reality. Upon taking office, this Gov-
ernment was presented the concept. Following a peri-
od of negotiation we were able to arrive at a suitable 
agreement to proceed, which granted the Government 
a seat on the board in exchange for a guarantee of 
the minimum management fee. The Government be-
lieves that is in the best interest of Bermuda, and 
Bermudians who are looking for jobs, to have interna-
tional business [owners] invest their funds locally to 
help stimulate Bermuda’s economy. Given the confi-
dence we have in the future of Bermuda and our de-
sire to support infrastructure development, the Gov-
ernment has agreed to support the establishment of 
the Bermuda Infrastructure Fund.  
 Mr. Speaker, key features of the fund are as 
follows: The fund is being formed primarily to make 
investments in Bermuda-based infrastructure assets 
and opportunities. The general partner will be Fortress 
Bermuda Infrastructure Fund GP LLC, and the man-
ager will be Fortress Bermuda Infrastructure Fund 
Advisors LLC. The Fund is seeking a minimum of 
$100 million in commitments from Bermuda-based 
insurance companies. Management fees are payable 
semi-annually in advance, in an amount equal to 
0.75 per cent (or 1.5 per cent annually) of capital in-
vested. The minimum fee is $1 million per year. 
 In the event that the management fee is less 
than $500,000 in a semi-annual period, the govern-
ment must pay the difference. The amount paid by 
government will represent an interest in the fund. 
Government will be liable to pay the initial manage-
ment fee of $500,000 and will be liable to pay some 
fees as long as the amount invested by the fund re-
mains below $66.7 million. The general partner will 
establish an advisory board composed of representa-
tives of certain limited partners and a government rep-
resentative. The fund may borrow funds to facilitate 
investments, or otherwise, in connection with the 
fund’s business.  
 Mr. Speaker, there are many potential invest-
ment opportunities for the Bermuda Infrastructure 
Fund to consider. Some examples are as follows: 

• upgrades to Bermuda’s energy infrastructure; 
• sewage treatment; 
• new port facilities at Marginal Wharf; 
• redevelopment of the Hamilton Waterfront; 

and 
• construction of mixed-use residential and 

commercial buildings in the City of Hamilton.  

http://www.parliament.bm/uploadedFiles/Content/Home/Nov17%202017%20-%20D%20Burt%20-%20Ministerial%20Statement%20Fortress%20Bermuda%20Infrastructure%20Fund%202017.pdf
http://www.parliament.bm/uploadedFiles/Content/Home/Nov17%202017%20-%20D%20Burt%20-%20Ministerial%20Statement%20Fortress%20Bermuda%20Infrastructure%20Fund%202017.pdf
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 Mr. Speaker, Honourable Members are ad-
vised that there is no budget allocation for the man-
agement fees that have to be funded by government 
for this proposal; therefore, unless savings can be 
found from current allocations, a supplementary esti-
mate will be required. It is important to remember that 
government will receive an equity stake in the fund for 
any payments which will rank equally with other inves-
tors.  
 Mr. Speaker, in closing, the offer to establish 
this fund is a vote of confidence in Bermuda and a 
vote of confidence in the cooperative approach to 
governance that this new Government has taken. In 
the words of the former Premier, the Honourable W. 
Alexander Scott, “Bermuda works best when we work 
together.” This Government is committed to working 
together with all partners interested in genuine collab-
oration to grow Bermuda’s economy and create jobs 
in Bermuda that Bermudians can and will fill. 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
[Desk thumping]  
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Mr. Premier. 
 The next Statement that will be read will be 
. . . I was going to go to Minister Wilson; I do not see 
Minister Wilson.  
 I am going to go to—Minister De Silva, are 
you ready to read your Statement? We will take Minis-
ter De Silva at this point. Minister De Silva, you have 
the floor. 
 

FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE REFORM GROUP 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I rise this morning to inform my 
honourable colleagues about the establishment of a 
Financial Assistance Reform Group to undertake a 
review of the Financial Assistance Programme. 
 Mr. Speaker, the Financial Assistance Pro-
gramme has been in existence for many years. The 
programme evolved from the old Parish Assistance 
Act of 1968 and was formerly administered under the 
Parish Vestry and Parish Council System. From its 
inception, the purpose of the Financial Assistance 
Programme was (and still is) to ensure that all Bermu-
dians have the financial and social means to maxim-
ise their potential as viable members of our society.  
 Mr. Speaker, the Financial Assistance Pro-
gramme is currently underpinned by four key pieces of 
legislation, namely, the Financial Assistance Act 2001, 
the Financial Assistance Regulations 2004, the Child 
Day Care Allowance Act 2008, and the Child Day 
Care Allowance Regulations 2008. This gives the Fi-
nancial Assistance Programme a strong legislative 
framework, which enables the Department of Finan-
cial Assistance to carry out its mandate of ensuring 
that all Bermudians have the financial and social 

means to gain, regain, and maintain a minimum 
standard of living.  
 Mr. Speaker, the Department of Financial As-
sistance is the public authority which is responsible for 
assessing the financial needs of Bermudians who ap-
ply for financial assistance, and makes awards to eli-
gible and qualified Bermudians, based on criteria as 
outlined in the financial assistance legislation. 
 Mr. Speaker, in recent years, the department 
has seen a sharp increase in the number and com-
plexity of client caseloads. For example, the most re-
cent statistics on financial assistance show that the 
total number of persons in receipt of financial assis-
tance (excluding the Child Day Care Allowance Pro-
gramme) was 2,560 in May 2017. By comparison, Mr. 
Speaker, the total number of financial assistance cli-
ents was 1,332 in October 2011. The total number of 
persons receiving financial assistance has nearly 
doubled in the past six years, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, the cost of administering the 
Financial Assistance Programme has also increased 
significantly over the years. The total monthly pay-out 
for financial assistance (excluding child day care al-
lowance awards) rose from approximately $2.5 million 
in October 2011 to just over $4.0 million in October 
2017. 
 Mr. Speaker, the trends of increasing num-
bers of clients and the high cost of financial assis-
tance are not sustainable and must be reduced. Mr. 
Speaker, it was with this objective in mind that the 
Government committed, in the September 2017 
Speech from the Throne, to review the Financial As-
sistance Programme and to reform the programme to 
“reduce abuse, discourage dependency, and ensure 
that work pays.” Mr. Speaker, in order to achieve this 
Throne Speech objective, I am pleased to announce 
the establishment of a Financial Assistance Reform 
Group, consisting of the following persons: 

• Permanent Secretary Mr. Wayne Carey, who 
will be the Chairperson; 

• Senator Jason Hayward, JP; 
• Tinee Furbert, MP; 
• Michael Weeks, MP; 
• Susan Jackson, MP; 
• Wendall Brown; 
• Wentworth Christopher; 
• Tina Nash; 
• Lynn Gordon; 
• Dianna Taylor; 
• Komlah Foggo-Wilson; and 
• Judy Lowe-Teart. 

Mr. Speaker, the purpose of the Financial As-
sistance Working Group is to review the Financial As-
sistance Programme and make recommendations for 
financial assistance reform. In particular, Mr. Speaker, 
the Financial Assistance Reform Group will assess 
the effectiveness of the Financial Assistance Pro-
gramme with particular emphasis on areas where leg-

http://www.parliament.bm/uploadedFiles/Content/Home/Nov%2017%202017%20-%20FA%20Reform%20Group%20-%20Z%20De%20Silva.pdf
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islative and/or policy reform may be required to im-
prove service delivery. 
 Further, Mr. Speaker, the Financial Assis-
tance Reform Group will examine options for reducing 
the number of persons who are dependent on finan-
cial assistance and for reducing the overall cost of the 
Financial Assistance Programme. In doing so, the Fi-
nancial Assistance Reform Group will assess the level 
of abuse of the financial assistance system and rec-
ommend ways to reduce such abuse. 
 Mr. Speaker, Bermuda has an ageing popula-
tion. Therefore, the Financial Assistance Reform 
Group will also spend part of its time assessing the 
extent to which the ageing population may result in 
increasing numbers of seniors on financial assistance 
and make recommendations, going forward. This as-
pect will, of course, require consultation with the Min-
istry of Health, amongst others. 
 Mr. Speaker, it will be important for the Finan-
cial Assistance Reform Group to identify possible are-
as for legislative reform as early as possible, and 
make recommendations to the Minister of Social De-
velopment and Sport to enable appropriate time for 
the Cabinet to approve such legislative reforms and 
also allow sufficient time for legislative drafting. 
 Mr. Speaker, the Financial Assistance Reform 
Group will be required to prepare a summary report of 
its conclusions and recommendations for submission 
to the Minister of Social Development and Sport as 
soon as possible. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 I will now call on Minister Wilson. Minister Wil-
son, you have the floor.  
 
Hon. Kim N. Wilson: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Hon. Kim N. Wilson: Shall I proceed, Mr. Speaker? 
 
The Speaker: Continue on, Minister. 
 

RESIDENTIAL CARE HOMES AND NURSING 
HOMES AMENDMENT BILL 2017 

 
Hon. Kim N. Wilson: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Good 
morning. 
 I am very pleased that today I will be tabling 
the Residential Care Homes and Nursing Homes 
Amendment Bill 2017. 
 Mr. Speaker, this Government is keenly aware 
of the need to address challenges facing our long-
term care system. Long-term care includes a range of 
services to meet the care needs of persons through-
out their lifespan, due to reduced physical, cognitive, 
or functional capacity. 

 Care homes, also known as rest homes and 
nursing homes, are a central component of this sys-
tem. Mr. Speaker, the Ministry’s policy direction is to 
prioritise people’s ability to age in their own home and 
age in place, by improving the quality and sustainabil-
ity of our health and long-term care systems. Howev-
er, while ageing at home is often optimal, there is no 
doubt that care homes remain a necessary compo-
nent of our long-term care system. Quality residential 
care is necessary for those unable to safely remain in 
their own home or when the costs of care are unsus-
tainable in a home setting. 
 The Ministry, through the Chief Medical Of-
ficer and Ageing and Disability Services, has regulato-
ry responsibility for 22 care homes. Across these 
homes, there are 395 residents with a wide range of 
personal and medical care needs. Currently, the ma-
jority of residents are seniors; however, care homes 
also include adults under 65 years of age with intellec-
tual or physical disabilities. 
 Mr. Speaker, this Government does not take 
lightly the realities of an ageing population and the 
challenges facing our long-term care system. Current-
ly, care homes are at capacity, with an ever-growing 
demand. Some struggle financially to meet the reality 
of the high cost of this type of care. It is because of 
these demanding challenges and our commitment to 
our elders and most vulnerable in society that we 
have ensured the continuation of strategic initiatives 
that address long-term care. 
 The 2017 Long Term Care Action Plan [the 
Action Plan] is one such initiative. The plan targets 
some the most pressing issues facing the sector, fo-
cusing on solutions achievable in the short term. It 
identified actions that could be achieved within a year, 
or groundwork necessary to set the stage for longer 
term goals, such as financing reform and development 
of a three-to-five-year long-term care strategy. Ac-
cordingly, Goal 5 of the Action Plan is to modernise 
the current regulation of care homes. Efforts to update 
this legislation have had many false starts over the 
years that fell victim to changing governments and 
priorities. Mr. Speaker, we will not repeat this pattern, 
as updating this legislation is an essential component 
of protecting persons in care. 
 The purpose of the Residential Care Homes 
and Nursing Homes Act 1999, and the 2001 Regula-
tions, is to ensure residents’ overall health, safety, and 
well-being through setting minimum requirements. 
However, Mr. Speaker, since the introduction of this 
legislation almost 20 years ago, there have been sub-
stantial advancements in the expectations of care and 
service provision. The mechanisms available for com-
pliance and enforcement, therefore, need to be en-
hanced in order to continue to raise standards and to 
move towards international best practices. 
 Mr. Speaker, today, best practices promote 
care homes to be person centred and focused on 
quality of life. This means ensuring that services and 

http://www.parliament.bm/uploadedFiles/Content/Home/Nov%2017%202017%20-%20Residential%20Care%20Homes%20-%20K%20Wilson.pdf
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programmes revolve around the individual’s compre-
hensive needs and preferences rather than an exclu-
sive focus on medical needs and the institution’s daily 
routines. To promote this shift in service delivery re-
quires a regulatory framework that is responsive to a 
home’s model of care and level of care, and to the 
specific needs of the residents. In addition, the com-
pliance monitoring and enforcement methods must be 
adapted to this framework while establishing more 
effective regulatory mechanisms, in light of capacity 
and financing limitations. 
 Accordingly, Mr. Speaker, the Amendment Bill 
to be laid in this House later on today is to address 
these fundamental issues—improving the minimum 
standards of care, and enforcement capacity. The Bill 
creates a more flexible and efficient regulatory frame-
work to raise standards over time and to focus on 
quality. The amendments also aim to incentivise com-
pliance and address non-compliance, and ensure a 
transparent and fair process for care home operators. 
 Significantly, Mr. Speaker, the Bill includes 
fundamental components of the Protection of Persons 
in Care Act, that I proposed earlier this year while in 
Opposition, to enhance reporting of abuse and powers 
to intervene. 
 Enhancing the regulatory environment for 
care homes will be an ongoing process, Mr. Speaker, 
and these amendments set the stage for continued 
progress in improving standards and regulation. Fu-
ture phases of amendments will update the regula-
tions and continue to enhance the Code of Practice to 
better respond to broader long-term care initiatives. 
 Mr. Speaker, consultation on these changes 
has been ongoing since December of last year, and 
was built upon many years of previous reviews and 
recommendations. Working groups were formed of 
key stakeholders from community-based and govern-
ment long-term care professionals, and providers and 
advocates, including care home administrators. We 
have been grateful for the time and effort put in by 
stakeholders and their ongoing commitment to this 
work. 
 Mr. Speaker, I am most pleased to table this 
Bill later today and look forward to discussing it in de-
tail during the second reading and debate in the com-
ing weeks. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 I understand you have a further Statement. 
 
Hon. Kim N. Wilson: That is correct. 
 
The Speaker: You can continue with that one. 
 

CHILD CARE STANDARDS FOR BERMUDA 
 
Hon. Kim N. Wilson: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

Mr. Speaker and Honourable Members, today 
I stand before this Honourable House to provide an 
update on the development of Child Care Standards 
for Bermuda. 
 Mr. Speaker, I know that I speak for everyone 
when I say that we love our children and we want the 
very best for them. The Government has an important 
ongoing role—not just to react in times of crises, but 
to continually assure quality in every child care set-
ting. 
 Since 1999, regulations have existed for day 
care centres, but Bermuda has not had formal stand-
ards for day care providers (home day care settings) 
or the centres. This gap, Mr. Speaker, is significant 
and is now being addressed in a wholistic way, in-
tended to benefit all providers, parents, and, of 
course, our children. Significantly, these standards will 
also help to harmonise the various agencies in Gov-
ernment and nongovernmental organisations that are 
dedicated to serving children. 
 The standards are therefore an essential step 
towards placing our commitment to the future of our 
children front and centre. I thought it was important 
that this Honourable House and the listening audience 
are informed of the completion of these standards and 
the ongoing work to ensure the safe and healthy de-
velopment of our infants and toddlers. 
 Mr. Speaker, the purpose of the standards is 
to provide support to parents, day care providers 
(which are persons caring for up to three children in 
their homes), and day care centres in ensuring our 
children are given the best start to life. The years from 
zero to three are when a critical amount of brain de-
velopment occurs, impacting the child’s future behav-
iours and learning abilities. During these critical years, 
both parents and child care providers play a vital role. 
Learning is happening everywhere. 
 It can be said that the kind of society we ulti-
mately have is a direct reflection of the quality of care 
received by its members when they were babies, in-
fants, and young children. By giving utmost im-
portance to caring for infants and toddlers, we ensure 
a better Bermuda for future generations. 
 Mr. Speaker, when a parent returns to work 
after the birth of their child, they place the care of that 
child, for up to eight hours a day, with day care pro-
viders and day care centres. The importance is not 
just to watch the child, but to ensure that he or she 
continues to develop, learn, and grow. A child care 
provider’s relationship with the child and the family is 
key to ensuring the success of the child. These stand-
ards, Mr. Speaker, will help guide and focus on the 
development milestones, safety and health, and pro-
fessional approach needed to nurture and care for 
children. 
 The Child Care Standards were developed 
through a committee of experts in child care from the 
Child Development Programme (CDP), Child and 
Family Services (CFS), SCARS (Saving Children and 
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Revealing Secrets), and the Bermuda Private Nursery 
Association (BPNA). They were based on best prac-
tices from three jurisdictions, namely, CARICOM’s 
Regional Guidelines for Developing Policy, Regula-
tion, and Standards in Early Childhood Development 
Services; the National Association for the Education of 
Young Children [NAEYAC]; and Caring for Our Chil-
dren: National Health and Safety Performance Stand-
ards. 
 Mr. Speaker, our work is never done when it 
comes to the children of Bermuda. The standards will 
be reviewed periodically for further development and 
to ensure that they continue to be a working document 
that maintains best practices in the field of early child-
hood care. 
 The standards do not replace legislation that 
is already in place for day care centres and day care 
providers to be licensed. The Children’s Act 1998 out-
lines some of the requirements for day care provid-
ers—those persons who care for children in their 
home. And the Day Care Centre Regulations 1998 
provide guidance to centres. 
 I would like to take this moment to remind 
providers and centres that you must be licensed by 
the Ministry of Health in order to care for children in a 
home or in a centre, but the licensing process involves 
the work of multiple government departments, includ-
ing Environmental Health, Child and Family Services, 
and the Child Development Programme. Together, 
these agencies are on the critical frontlines, protecting 
our children. The list of licensed centres and day care 
providers is available online at www.gov.bm/child-
care-information-parents. 
 Mr. Speaker, the goal of the standards is to 
complete and enhance what many are already doing. 
This document will also help parents with the care that 
they give their children and [help them] to know what 
they should expect from the persons caring for an in-
fant or toddler during the day. 
 Mr. Speaker, the standards focus on the key 
areas of child care. These include the provider’s skill 
sets, professional development, learning and devel-
opment activities, community, child development ob-
servation, supervision and discipline, prohibited be-
haviours (by the providers), children of different needs 
or abilities, child protection, health and safety, policies 
and procedures, and community relationships. With 
one document, all partner agencies and stakeholders, 
from the government to parents and child care provid-
ers, will be clear on what should be expected from 
them and the best way forward. 
 Mr. Speaker, I invite this Honourable House 
and the listening audience to view the standards on 
our website, and we look forward to their application. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister.  

 The next Statement that I am going to recog-
nise is that from the Minister Caines. Minister Caines, 
you have the floor. 
 

REDUCING GANG VIOLENCE IN BERMUDA— 
AN UPDATE 

 
Hon. Wayne Caines: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  
 Mr. Speaker, this Government promised the 
people of Bermuda that we would “give reducing gang 
violence the priority it deserves.” Since 2009, [a total 
of] 35 young black men have been shot and killed; 92 
people have been injured by illegal firearms; and over 
400 of our young people are deemed “at risk” of falling 
prey to the gang lifestyle.  
 Mr. Speaker, it is this Government’s hope to 
work in partnership with all aspects of the community, 
to address multi-generational unaddressed trauma, 
and to put long-term solutions in place. In July 2017, I 
formed the National Security Ministry’s Violence Re-
duction Team to engage all sectors of the community 
to address crime and violence. We are determined to 
change the narrative to reflect an approach that does 
not solely target the proven at-risk population, but de-
velops a cultural shift that supports all young men and 
women in Bermuda.  
 Mr. Speaker, as promised in our First 100 
Days platform, Pastor Leroy Bean was hired as the 
Gang Violence Reduction Coordinator. Pastor Bean 
joined the Ministry’s Violence Reduction Team, which 
also includes the Policy and Project Coordinator and 
the Group Violence Intervention Project Manager. 
Pastor Bean’s primary focus is on implementing pro-
grammes that reduce gang violence and antisocial 
behaviour, in partnership with Bermuda’s clergy, em-
ployers, and schools. This partnership aims to offer 
options for those wishing to transition away from the 
gang lifestyle, with viable social and economic alterna-
tives.  
 Mr. Speaker, in the short time that he has 
been on our team, I have been impressed by the 
depth of Pastor Bean’s knowledge of the issues and 
his tremendous reach into the affected communities.  
 Mr. Speaker, the Violence Reduction Team 
was built on the work that had been done before and, 
in some areas, the team sharpened its focus on 
strengthening existing programmes and securing the 
necessary resources to produce measurable out-
comes. The team’s core goals and objectives are to: 

1. change the pattern of behaviour of individuals 
involved in group and gang violence, and rein-
tegrate them back into mainstream society; 

2. prevent young people from joining gangs and 
engaging in antisocial behaviour; 

3. connect at-risk youth, men, and women with 
the necessary helping agencies that will aid in 
addressing mental and social health issues; 
and 
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4. create opportunities of employment for those 
who may have previously been deemed un-
employable because of their past.  

 Mr. Speaker, Operation Ceasefire is an initia-
tive that began in 2010. Over the years, the founda-
tion has been remodelled and extended to support the 
creation of unique internal and external working 
groups dedicated to reducing violence in Bermuda. 
The Inter-Agency Gang Task Force [IGTF] and the 
Inter-Agency Gang Enforcement Team [IGET] were 
implemented under the direction of the then-Minister 
Lieutenant Colonel David Burch. Team StreetSafe 
was championed by former PLP Minister Wayne Per-
inchief. And the former OBA Government introduced 
the Inter-Agency Community Response (ICR) and 
Gang Resistance Education and Training, called 
G.R.E.A.T. All of these partnerships have been re-
energised over the last 100 days. The Violence Re-
duction Team and the chairpersons of each agency 
now meet on a monthly basis to implement and eval-
uate strategies.  
 Mr. Speaker, Honourable Members will recall 
the subsisting relationship with the National Network 
for Safe Communities [NNSC] at John Jay College. I 
can advise this most Honourable House that, as part 
of that arrangement, NNSC staff conducted a site visit 
to Bermuda over the 3rd and 4th of October to com-
plete a two-part problem analysis with law enforce-
ment partners. The goal of this exercise was to cap-
ture frontline law enforcement intelligence, which is 
critical to understanding the violence dynamics on the 
Island. The visit included sessions with members of 
the Bermuda Police Service, the Office of the Director 
of Public Prosecutions, Pastor Leroy Bean, Mr. 
Vernon Wears and Mr. Chae Powell of our Ministry. 
The group reviewed all homicides and non-fatal shoot-
ing incidents from 2009 to 2017, as well as selected 
nonfatal stabbings between 2016 and September 
2017.  
 Mr. Speaker, the purpose of this retrospective 
review was to determine the appropriate baseline 
against which all future violent incident data can be 
compared.  
 Mr. Speaker, we are using a multipronged, 
holistic approach to combatting the growth of antiso-
cial behaviour and gun and knife violence in Bermuda. 
Our efforts include prevention, suppression, and inter-
vention at all levels. At the cornerstone of our ap-
proach is the proper use of the Group Violence Inter-
vention Strategy comprising the IGTF, IGET, and our 
[ICR] working groups. These inter-agency working 
groups’ core mission is to advance Bermuda’s public 
safety interests and empower the community, by lead-
ing and coordinating resources to reduce and prevent 
gang influence and gun violence. Our teams are inter-
acting with all aspects of our community; in schools 
(with G.R.E.A.T and the school impact groups); on our 
streets before, during, and after violent events; and by 
accessing and treating the root causes. 

 The Inter-Agency Gang Taskforce is our pre-
vention arm. This group provides the overall coordina-
tion of the execution of the strategy and is particularly 
focused on the education component. Since July, Mr. 
Speaker, the IGTF has raised the level of awareness 
around the importance of prevention and, in a target-
ed fashion, is bringing the message aimed at preven-
tion to all young people. This week, the team attended 
CedarBridge Academy and addressed S1 and S2 stu-
dents, and they talked to them around the pitfalls lead-
ing to violence [with the aim] to create a culture within 
the school to combat antisocial behaviour. Students 
heard from Pastor Bean, and the mother and brother 
of a stabbing victim. 
 Focus groups will now be more organised, 
where real conversations with former inmates and 
those now out of the gang lifestyle will share stories of 
transition for the benefit of our at-risk young people. 
This will be done throughout all of our schools, taking 
a direct message of hope and life to our young peo-
ple. The effort in schools includes structured contact 
with PTAs, using the assistance of a moderator from 
our team. The [PTA] will be challenged to determine 
how they will combat antisocial behaviour and create 
an accountability model, using their own existing 
structure and influence within the school and student 
body.  
 Mr. Speaker, prevention will be the key to 
success in stemming violence in Bermuda. If we 
spend it now, we will reap the benefits in the future. 
On November 12th, our young people started to create 
their soundtrack for stop-the-gang violence message 
in Bermuda. The LIVE. LOVE. LIFE. Stop the Vio-
lence Competition, the youth edition, met its aim to 
engage our young people in a creative way to raise 
awareness about addressing violence and antisocial 
behaviour. Once again, I would like to thank the win-
ners: The Dellwood Middle School T.E.A.M. [Taking 
Edutainment Above Mediocrity] for a performance en-
titled “When Will Enough Be Enough?”—they won. 
Second [place] was the West End Warriors; Mr. Sime-
on Pearman; and, with special mention, Northlands 
Primary School Choir. We would like to thank the 
judges, sponsors, schools, parents, and teachers for 
their support and contribution towards making this 
event a success.  
 Mr. Speaker, the Team StreetSafe model re-
mains in operation and is led by Executive Director 
Kim Jackson of Mirrors [and Programme Manager] 
Chae Powell of the Ministry also assists in leading this 
programme. Since Mr. Powell’s engagement, he has 
employed two part-time community outreach workers. 
They are the eyes and ears of the organisation, keep-
ing a firm handle on the pulse of the streets and work-
ing to provide a way out for those who are involved in 
the gang lifestyle or antisocial behaviour. These men 
are in the very heart of affected neighbourhoods, 
calming tensions and providing support and opportuni-
ties to numerous young men. Their work will soon be 
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supported by the secondment of a case manager from 
within the public service. There is a clear need, and I 
will be looking for the support of my ministerial col-
leagues and the leadership of the public service to 
fulfil this need.  
 Mr. Speaker, intervention is the responsibility 
of the Inter-Agency Community Response (ICR). This 
team is led by Pastor Leroy Bean and includes public 
and private sector partners representing different 
agencies. Their intervention to date has been genu-
inely felt within the community. A Co-ordinated Crisis 
Response Team [CCR] operates under the ICR, and 
this team was onsite at a recent shooting. In tense 
and trying conditions, they provided crisis counselling 
to residents who witnessed the tragic events of that 
night. The very next day, they established a communi-
ty hub at a local church, and a second team went door 
to door providing support and offering much-needed 
guidance on services to the residents. Mr. Speaker, I 
was impressed by their diligence, and this was appre-
ciated by the residents of that area, who opened up to 
them and availed themselves of the services on offer. 

As part of the continuing intervention efforts, 
with my colleague, the Minister of Education, we are 
looking at refreshing the results of the Trauma Indica-
tor Checklist, which was used some time ago as a 
means of isolating at-risk students in our schools. Ul-
timately, Mr. Speaker, the aim is to partner with the 
Ministry of Education in developing pathways to suc-
cess for our students, leading, most importantly, to a 
pathway to careers.  
 Mr. Speaker, no strategy in this area can ef-
fectively work without strong law enforcement. The 
Inter-Agency Gang Enforcement Team (or IGET) 
comprises the Bermuda Police Service, Corrections, 
the Department of Immigration, the Department of 
Education, the Customs Department, Mirrors, and the 
Office of the Director of Public Prosecutions, as well 
as the Gang Violence Intervention Project Manager. 
This group meets to share intelligence and is focused 
on suppression of violence in the community. This 
joined-up up approach targets likely offenders and 
seeks to reduce their propensity to engage in antiso-
cial behaviour. Additionally, Mr. Speaker, with the De-
partment of Court Services, the Bermuda Police Ser-
vice has re-established Operation Nightlight, which 
provides an extra layer of oversight for parolees and 
probationers.  
 Mr. Speaker, there are a number of preven-
tion and intervention strategies that the Violence Re-
duction Team is currently readying to roll out for the 
public. These initiatives include, but are not limited to: 

• a job fair in partnership with the Department of 
Workforce Development; 

• 21 2 2—a job placement plan for young men 
between the ages of 18 and 35; 

• Peacebuilders—Bermuda’s national helpers; 
• MOM Bermuda; 

• The Power of the Call at 6:00 pm on Novem-
ber 30th, at St. Paul Centennial Hall. The 
event is designed to continue to support 
mothers affected by gun and gang violence; 

• more family support groups—a fathers’ sup-
port group has been organised and has re-
cently met; 

• developing community capacity for extended 
Co-ordinated Crisis Response teams (CCR); 

• a National Day of Prayer; 
• a remodelled Team StreetSafe led by Chae 

Powell and Kim Jackson; and 
• the review and implementation of the John 

Jay College model of Group Violence Inter-
vention, aka Operation Ceasefire.  

 Mr. Speaker, this work is not easy. We are 
engaged in reversing trends that have been decades 
in the making. The systemic devaluation of black men 
in this country is so pervasive that we must start by 
shifting how we raise our sons in Bermuda. When we 
value them more and show it by ensuring that there is 
a place for them to execute their aims and aspirations 
for life, then they will value themselves. At the core of 
this societal phenomenon is the human value that we 
ascribe to each other and what we accept as normal 
in Bermuda. The change required will not come over-
night, but starts with hearing and acknowledging the 
voices of today of the victims of a system designed to 
suppress and exclude them. This is the first step, fol-
lowed closely by immediate action to create opportuni-
ties for them.  
 Mr. Speaker, as a society, we have flirted with 
just what to call “the issue of violence.” Once and for 
all, it is time to properly frame our approach to vio-
lence in this community: This is a public health crisis. 
This means that we can no longer focus solely on 
shooting, which is the most recognisable symptom of 
this crisis. A public health approach demands that we 
focus on root causes and elevate addressing them to 
the same level of importance as our usual reactions to 
the violence itself. There is some considerable practi-
cal and academic support for this approach. Former 
United States Surgeon General [Vivek] Murphy re-
cently lamented that governments do not treat gun 
crime as a public health threat. He said, and I concur, 
that “It should be no different than the approach we 
take to cancer, heart disease, or diabetes.”  
 Mr. Speaker, just this week, I met with Dr. 
[Philip] Leaf at Johns Hopkins University. Dr. Leaf is 
eminently qualified as Professor in the Department of 
Mental Health, Johns Hopkins Bloomberg School of 
Public Health and Schools of Medicine, Nursing, Edu-
cation, and Arts and Sciences. He also is the Director, 
Johns Hopkins Center for Adolescent Health; the Di-
rector, Johns Hopkins Center for the Prevention of 
Youth Violence; and the Senior Associate Director, 
Urban Health Institute. He is an authority in this area, 
and I look forward to sharing with Honourable Mem-
bers of this House in greater detail our discussions 
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and how I think the approach he has pioneered can 
be adopted—and more—to the support of our efforts 
in Bermuda. 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  
 

The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 The next Minister whom I will recognise for his 
Statement is the Honourable Minister Simmons. Min-
ister Simmons, you have the floor. 
 
Hon. Jamahl S. Simmons: Thank you, and good 
morning, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Good morning. 
 

CHICOS CONFERENCE 2017 
 
Hon. Jamahl S. Simmons: Today, I rise before this 
Honourable House to report on the Caribbean Hotel 
Investment Conference and Operations Summit, bet-
ter known as CHICOS, which was held here in Ber-
muda, on November 9th and 10th, at the Fairmont 
Hamilton Princess. 
 Mr. Speaker, I was honoured to welcome ap-
proximately 300 delegates to the seventh edition of 
this annual hospitality industry event to our Island 
shores. The primary goal of CHICOS 2017 was to 
provide a forum for international and regional industry 
experts to discuss, confer, and create. It created the 
opportunity for attendees to learn about the strategies 
used to promote business investments in hotel, tour-
ism, and real estate related industries. 
 Mr. Speaker, CEOs of hotel companies and 
decision-makers, from bankers to lenders, networked 
and heard about investment opportunities and market 
trends throughout the Caribbean and Bermuda. Parris 
E. Jordan, the Managing Director of CHICOS, stated 
that CEOs and decision-makers attend CHICOS be-
cause it is also important to understand how things 
are done in the Caribbean and Bermuda in order to 
achieve success. 
 Mr. Speaker, the scheduling of the summit in 
Bermuda was timely, as this Government only recent-
ly passed the Tourism Investment Act, designed to 
make investment in our tourism infrastructure more 
attractive and user-friendly, also clarifying the incen-
tives available to investors in Bermuda. New invest-
ment that grows our tourism product prudently is vital, 
as our destination is in the midst of an exciting resur-
gence. Bermuda has seen seven consecutive quar-
ters of vacation air travel growth, dating back to 2016, 
growth in hotel occupancy, and visitor spending. 
 Mr. Speaker, Parris Jordan referred to Ber-
muda as “one of the few island destinations where 
there are a lot of investment opportunities” and “one of 
the few island destinations that has the ability to go 
after every luxury brand”—two additional reasons why 
Bermuda was selected to host CHICOS in 2017, 
alongside its natural beauty and its accessibility. 

 Mr. Speaker, the summit featured the wel-
come by our Premier, the Honourable E. David Burt, 
JP, MP, and eight general sessions entitled Hospitality 
Leaders Outlook; Financiers Outlook; A Conversation 
with Airbnb and Expedia; C-Suite Leaders Discuss 
Hotel Brands Globally and in the Caribbean; Debt 
Panel—Lenders Still Only Dipping Their Toes or Final-
ly Diving Into the Caribbean; Bermuda Investment 
Spotlight Panel; the Luxury Resort in the Caribbean—
21st Century Perspective; and Brokers Panel: The Ab-
sence of the Classic Sale. 
 Mr. Speaker, there were four separate 
breakout sessions including How to Attract Capital to 
Your Project/Deal in the Region; Regional Hotel De-
sign; Caribbean Hotel Investment Opportunities; The 
Magic Formula for Getting Projects Completed on 
Time and on Budget in the Caribbean. And there was 
also a special session on Investment Opportunities in 
Bermuda. 
 Mr. Speaker, CHICOS 2017 presented Ber-
muda with the opportunity to showcase our hotels and 
potential sites for additional ventures. At the conclu-
sion of this two-day event, delegates were chaper-
oned on a tour of potential development sites includ-
ing places where existing infrastructure can be con-
verted or repurposed, such as Grand Atlantic in War-
wick and 9 Beaches in Sandys. Attendees travelled by 
boat to the Morgan’s Point Resort, as well as to Dock-
yard to view the Victualling Yard. 
 Mr. Speaker, I would like to thank the Bermu-
da Tourism Authority [BTA] for an outstanding job in 
working with the CHICOS team to bring this summit 
here. The feedback from the delegates was tremen-
dous during my discussions over the two days with 
them. And I would particularly like to thank Mr. Andy 
Burrows of the BTA, as he was highly commended by 
those I spoke with for keeping Bermuda in the conver-
sation in the area of potential investment international-
ly. 
 Mr. Speaker, I have no hesitation in conclud-
ing that CHICOS 2017 was a very successful event 
for the 300 delegates in attendance and new invest-
ment in Bermuda—the ultimate result. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 The next Minister we will recognise is the 
Honourable Minister for Education. Minister Rabain, 
you have the floor. 
 
BERMUDA COLLEGE ANNUAL REPORT 2016/17 

 
Hon. Diallo V. S. Rabain: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, 
and good morning. 

Mr. Speaker, this morning I am pleased to lay 
before the House the 2016/17 Annual [Report] for the 
Bermuda College, as required by the Bermuda Col-
lege Act 1974. While this is an important exercise in 
accountability, it is also an opportunity to share with 
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Honourable Members the continued progress that 
Bermuda College is making.  
 Mr. Speaker, under the Bermuda College Act, 
its Board of Governors provides general management 
and administrative leadership to the college. The pres-
ident and staff of the college are responsible for bring-
ing the goals, direction, and approved policies of the 
board into action. These undertakings are reflected in 
the annual report and will be supported by the 
2016/17 audited financial statements, once [they are] 
completed by the Office of the Auditor General; and 
they will be tabled at a later date. The Office of the 
Auditor General is currently working on the 2015/16 
statements. 
 Mr. Speaker, now let me share with my hon-
ourable colleagues some of the accomplishments of 
the Bermuda College during the previous academic 
year. One of the more significant events was the his-
toric success in various programmes of study. Gradu-
ates of the Associate in Science (Nursing) programme 
reached another milestone by passing the nursing 
licensure examination and earning their internationally 
recognised RN designation. This achievement sig-
nalled international approval of the nursing curriculum 
at Bermuda College by the Commission of Graduates 
of Foreign Nursing Schools and New York State’s De-
partment of Education.  
 Mr. Speaker, in addition to this, for the first 
time in history, four public senior school students en-
rolled in the Bermuda College dual enrolment pro-
gramme graduated with an associate’s degree and 
their high school diploma literally weeks apart. Also, 
more than 50 per cent of Bermuda College graduates 
were accepted with advanced standing at various uni-
versities and colleges throughout Canada, the Carib-
bean, United Kingdom, and the United States. These 
successes must be celebrated in that our Bermuda 
College graduates are excelling and being equipped 
at a level to compete with their counter-peers in the 
larger countries. 
 Mr. Speaker, in September 2016, Bermuda 
College welcomed its first cohort of approximately 25 
dual enrolment public senior school upperclassmen 
into a newly established Applied Technology Certifi-
cate programme. This two-year programme allows 
high school students, starting from S3, to explore var-
ious technical disciplines while enhancing mathemat-
ics, science, communication, and computer skills. It is 
also anticipated that this programme will encourage 
more high school students to consider technical ca-
reers. And, in a later Statement, I will highlight this 
dual enrolment programme, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, in October 2016, Bermuda Col-
lege partnered with the University of Wisconsin-
Madison to host the Fifth International Colloquium on 
Black Males in Education, in fulfilment of one of its 
strategic goals. The Conference theme, Educational 
Transitions and Life Trajectories: Bridging Pathways 
to Success for Black Males, provided a forum for local 

and international educators, researchers, and com-
munity activists to educate participants on global re-
search strategies that inform education policies and 
programmes. 
 Mr. Speaker, the Bermuda College faculty and 
staff continue to represent the college and the com-
munity well, both locally and internationally, in their 
varying areas of expertise. Of special note is the re-
search award received by Mr. Shawn Deshields, Sen-
ior Computer Information Systems and Hospitality 
Lecturer, from the International Academy of Business 
and Public Administration Disciplines. 
 Also, Ms. Tawana Flood, the Director of the 
Professional and Career Education Division (PACE), 
was invited to participate in a 10-day International Vis-
itor Leadership programme entitled Workforce Devel-
opment. This was facilitated by the division of the US 
Department of State, Bureau of Educational and Cul-
tural Affairs, in conjunction with the US Consulate in 
Bermuda. The group travelled to four states, visiting 
seven cities, and met with over 50 individuals to ex-
plore, compare, and contrast workforce development 
issues. 
 Mr. Speaker, the areas of enrolment, reten-
tion, and graduation remain the key pillars contributing 
to student success for students at Bermuda College. 
Retention of students saw an appreciable increase, 
from 56 per cent to 71 per cent year over year, and 
there was also a 16 per cent increase in the number 
of graduates in May 2016. However, while student 
satisfaction rates remain high, at above 80 per cent, 
the college has been experiencing a decline in enrol-
ment, for various reasons including the lingering ef-
fects of a sluggish economic recovery for many in the 
college’s target market, the declining birth rate, and 
the fact that many parents still opt to send their chil-
dren overseas to school directly from high school.  

The development of key strategies has started 
to confront these challenges as the Bermuda College 
prepares to launch its 2018–2023 Strategic Plan. Re-
cruitment efforts to increase enrolment continue in 
earnest. The Communications Team launched month-
ly mobile recruitment stations in the Washington Mall 
to carry the Bermuda College message to the com-
munity. In the eight months since its inception, ap-
proximately one in five persons was converted into a 
registered student at Bermuda College.  
 Mr. Speaker, during summer 2016, four in-
terns from the Computer Information Systems (CIS) 
programme represented Bermuda College at the 
Technology Leadership Forum (TLF). The TLF is a 
12-week summer internship programme sponsored by 
the local IT industry and designed to prepare students 
for a career in the information technology industry. 
 Mr. Speaker, in March 2017, twelve local 
emergency medical technicians (EMTs) were recog-
nised at Camden House as the first graduating cohort 
of the pilot programme of a partnership between the 
Bermuda College, the Bermuda Hospitals Board, and 
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the Bermuda Fire and Rescue Service. The local pro-
gramme was validated by the National Registry of 
Emergency Medical Technicians, and this was the first 
time that the national registry has been allowed to be 
used outside of the United States. 
 Mr. Speaker, Bermuda College launched the 
promotional video on the Brian Burland Centre for Re-
search in February 2017, in efforts to attract graduate 
students and researchers to the wealth of information 
on the works of the Bermudian author and playwright. 
 Also, to increase student engagement and 
more effectively communicate with its students, Ber-
muda College implemented and released the first 
phase of a student-centred Bermuda College mobile 
app for easy download to end users’ mobile devices. 
The college is expecting to have the app fully imple-
ment in fall 2017. I can report that I spoke with the 
president last night, and the app is fully functional. 
 Mr. Speaker, other college activities of note 
during this reporting period include, but are not limited 
to: 

• establishment of the Bermuda College Testing 
and Assessment Centre; 

• completion of articulation agreements with the 
Savannah College of Art and Design, Fram-
ingham State University, and Newbury Col-
lege; 

• Bermuda College’s participation in community 
activities—i.e., the Relay for Life, Heroes 
Weekend, and End-to-End; 

• publication of Voices in Education Volume 2— 
Transforming Education for the 21st Century: 
New Thinking, New Action; and 

• the completion of the Human Resource Opti-
misation report by PwC. 
Mr. Speaker, I have only highlighted some of 

the achievements during the 2016/17 fiscal year, and I 
would encourage the general public to read through 
the annual report, which can be found on the Bermu-
da College website, to see how the Bermuda College 
is progressing forward in its mission of setting Bermu-
da’s students on their paths to success. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 

I believe there is a second Statement? 
 
Hon. Diallo V. S. Rabain: Yes, thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Continue on, Minister. 
 

THE APPLIED TECHNOLOGY CERTIFICATE 
PROGRAMME AT THE BERMUDA COLLEGE 

 
Hon. Diallo V. S. Rabain: Mr. Speaker, I rise this 
morning to inform the Members of this Honourable 
House and the listening audience about the Applied 
Technology Certificate Programme that is currently 

being offered at the Bermuda College for our S3 and 
S4 high school students. 
 Mr. Speaker, the Applied Technology Certifi-
cate Programme is facilitated by both the Department 
of Education and the Bermuda College. It was first 
introduced in the fall of 2016. The programme is de-
signed to help prepare our public senior school stu-
dents from the CedarBridge Academy and the Berke-
ley Institute to graduate, while simultaneously acquir-
ing key hands-on skills necessary to enter the job 
market. 
 Mr. Speaker, the Applied Technology Certifi-
cate Programme is a two-year learning experience 
that involves S3 students (in year one) and S4 stu-
dents (in year two), who range from the ages of 16 to 
18 years old. At the completion of the programme, it is 
expected that senior school students will not only 
graduate from high school, but also receive the Ap-
plied Technology Certificate from the Bermuda Col-
lege. At graduation, students would have also com-
pleted a work experience, or internship, with an indus-
try partner during the final semester of their pro-
gramme studies. 
 Mr. Speaker, senior school students have had 
to meet specific admission requirements to be ac-
cepted into the Applied Technology Certificate Pro-
gramme. These requirements include: 

• completion of the S2 level of high school, 
which means they would have already sat the 
Cambridge IGCSE [International General Cer-
tificate of Secondary Education]; 

• parent consent; and 
• an interview with a Bermuda College counsel-

lor to determine student interest. 
 Mr. Speaker, the Applied Technology Certifi-
cate Programme includes introductory courses to 
technical careers such as carpentry, plumbing, HVAC, 
electrical, automotive mechanics, and information 
technology. Students enrolled in this programme must 
also take courses that include Physics; Applied Math-
ematics; English Language Arts; and a College Suc-
cess course, which is an essential component of the 
programme. This College Success course teaches 
students proven study skills and also prepares them 
for the college coursework experience. 
 Mr. Speaker, this is the second-year offering 
of the Applied Technology Certificate Programme. 
Currently, there are 45 students enrolled in the pro-
gramme. The first cohort is comprised of 21 male stu-
dents, 11 from CedarBridge Academy and 10 from the 
Berkeley Institute. The second cohort of students, who 
enrolled in the programme in September 2017, in-
cluded female students. Of the 24 students enrolled in 
the Applied Technology Certificate Programme, 8 
male students attend CedarBridge, while 13 male and 
3 female students attend the Berkeley Institute. 
 Mr. Speaker, let me share what a schedule 
would look like for our senior students enrolled in this 
programme. Students attend classes at the Bermuda 
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College three days a week—every Tuesday, 
Wednesday and Thursday, from 9:00 am until 
4:30 pm. On Mondays and Fridays, students attend 
regular classes at their respective senior high schools. 
Those students who enrolled in the first cohort are 
now experiencing real college life commitment in that 
sometimes they remain on campus into early eve-
nings to complete work assignments. 
 Mr. Speaker, our public school [students] are 
developing life-long skills of how to adapt to changing 
learning environments. When they are at the Bermuda 
College, they are viewed as college freshman or 
sophomore students; versus when they return back to 
their respective high schools, [where] they revert to 
school uniforms and being in a more restrictive learn-
ing environment. Nonetheless, our students are doing 
extremely well in that 88 per cent, or 18 of the first 
cohort of 21 students who enrolled in the programme 
in September 2016, are still attending classes. They 
are on track to graduate in May 2018 from the Bermu-
da College with their Applied Technology Certificate 
and then graduate weeks later, in June 2018, from 
their high school with the Bermuda High School Di-
ploma. 
 Mr. Speaker, the instructors at the Applied 
Technology Certification Programme at the Bermuda 
College are doing an excellent job teaching and inspir-
ing our students in the field of technical education. I 
can personally attest to this, as I was a guest lecturer 
in the first year of the programme, teaching Intro to 
Computer Aided Drafting and 3D Modelling. The stu-
dents were engaged and eager to learn, but at the 
end of the semester, we were able to produce basic 
3D models of various objects, using the computer. 
The intent was to eventually obtain a 3D printer to al-
low the students to print the various objects they de-
signed. I am happy to report that the Bermuda College 
has obtained a 3D printer, and I look forward to seeing 
it in action in the near future. 
 Mr. Speaker, this semester, the instructors 
organised a pop-up programme entitled Walk-In 
Wednesday, where industry partners and guests are 
invited to attend a presentation session put on by the 
students at the Bermuda College to observe how the 
students are engaging in the practical application of 
the technical education, to obtain solutions. After go-
ing through a period of theoretical classroom study 
and learning, students must then choose how they 
would translate the theory into practice by building 
and designing presentations. This is what makes this 
programme so exciting. I attended a Walk-In 
Wednesday session on October 18th, and I was abso-
lutely impressed. At this session, I witnessed four very 
practical and thoughtful presentations given by our 
students. 
 Mr. Speaker, the first presentation was about 
virtual reality. The second involved the building of an 
automotive garage and home entertainment car audio 
centre. The third presentation focused on network se-

curity and energy conservation. The final presentation, 
which was absolutely brilliant, focused on public 
transportation and a parking [tracker] app. It demon-
strated how the Department of Public Transportation 
can actually track and inform the public about buses 
that are either delayed or out of service. It was amaz-
ing to see how our public senior students have put 
theory into practice to build such solutions. 
 Mr. Speaker, all presentations made by our 
young men were commendable. I strongly encourage 
my honourable colleagues to attend a Walk-In 
Wednesday session. The date for the remaining ses-
sion for this year is next Wednesday, November 29th, 
2017, from 9:00 am to 10:30 [am]. To attend a Walk-In 
Wednesday, anyone can call Dr. Trescot Wilson, the 
Dean of Technical Education, Business and Hospitali-
ty, or Mr. Delroy Musson, Chairman of Technical Edu-
cation, at the Bermuda College. 
 Mr. Speaker, in closing, I extend sincere 
thanks to Dr. Radell Tankard and Mr. Iman Gibbons 
for their support from the Department of Education. I 
would also like to thank the instructors at the Bermuda 
College in this programme who, under the leadership 
of the Dean, Dr. Trescot Wilson, have committed to 
the development of our senior school students en-
rolled in the Applied Technology Certificate Pro-
gramme. Their continued efforts challenging our stu-
dents to perform at a higher level helps to ensure they 
graduate from the Bermuda Public School System 
having the requisite skills to enter the job market. 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 The final Statement we have this morning is 
the Statement from Minister Brown. Minister Brown, 
you have the floor. 
 

UPDATE ON THE WATERFRONT PROJECT 
 
Hon. Walton Brown: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, and 
good morning, colleagues. 

Mr. Speaker, I rise today to provide this 
House with an update on matters relating to the Ham-
ilton Waterfront. By way of background, in 2013, the 
Corporation of Hamilton granted long-term leases to, 
and development rights for the Hamilton Waterfront to 
Allied Development Partners Limited and related 
companies owned or controlled by Mr. Michael Mac-
Lean. In 2014, the former Government passed legisla-
tion to cancel the leases. This triggered a right to 
compensation for the companies. 
 The legislation that voided the leases provid-
ed for arbitration to determine the level of compensa-
tion. An arbitration panel was duly established. Mr. 
MacLean’s initial claim was for $156 million. This was 
not accepted by the Government. 
 Mr. Speaker, in 2015, the companies con-
trolled by Mr. MacLean launched a constitutional chal-
lenge to the arbitration proceedings. They were un-
successful in this challenge and were directed back to 
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arbitration by the courts. Since this time, Mr. MacLean 
has not participated in the arbitration process and has 
not responded to efforts by the Government to ad-
vance the matter. 
 Mr. Speaker, related to this issue is the grant-
ing of development rights to companies owned or con-
trolled by Mr. MacLean for the Par la Ville car park. 
Legislation was passed by the previous Government 
to allow the Corporation of Hamilton to grant such 
rights, concurrent with its voiding of the waterfront 
lease. 
 The previous Government authorised the 
Corporation of Hamilton to back an $18 million loan to 
a company controlled by Mr. MacLean. The court has 
since found that the corporation did not have the au-
thority to grant the loan guarantee. We now know that 
a large portion of these funds guaranteed by the cor-
poration were directed overseas and spent on luxury 
items having no relationship to the purpose for which 
they were intended. 
 Mr. Speaker, this Government stands ready to 
bring the issues involving the voiding of the waterfront 
lease to an end and is fully mindful of the interests of 
those claiming redress for the cancellation of the 
leases, as well as that of the public purse. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 That brings to an end the Statements by Min-
isters and Junior Ministers. We now move on. 
 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 
 
The Speaker: There are none. 
 

QUESTION PERIOD 
 
The Speaker: Members, we are now on the Question 
Period. As a reminder, we have an hour, 60 minutes, 
for this. It is now 11:12. 
 The first Statement that Members have indi-
cated that they would like to ask questions about is 
that of the Premier. The first Member we will recog-
nise for a question is the Member for constituency 19. 
 The Honourable Member Atherden, you have 
the floor. 
 

QUESTION 1: BERMUDA INFRASTRUCTURE 
FUND 

 
Mrs. Jeanne J. Atherden: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I wonder if the Minister of Fi-
nance could indicate to us if he was aware that the 
previous disagreement was not related to the concept 
of insurance or reinsurance companies’ investing in 
Bermuda, but rather the size of the management fee 
that was going to be guaranteed. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Member. 

 Minister you have the floor. 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Mr. Speaker, I am going to just 
refer the Honourable Shadow Minister of Finance to 
my Statement, which reads as follows: “Mr. Speaker, 
the former Minister of Finance did not support this 
fund, as there was a disagreement on the manage-
ment fee that was to be paid to the fund managers.” 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 Supplementary? 
 
Mrs. Jeanne J. Atherden: Supplementary. 
 
The Speaker: Continue, Member. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARIES 
 
Mrs. Jeanne J. Atherden: I wonder if the Minister of 
Finance could indicate whether he was aware that the 
disagreement was not relative to the payment of the 
fund, but the fact that the amount of the management 
fee was not changed when the size of the fund did not 
come up to the original $250 million suggested. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Member. 
 Minister. 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Mr. Speaker, I cannot speak to 
events [that] happened inside of the One Bermuda 
Alliance Cabinet, Parliament or former items. What I 
can state is that the fund under the former Govern-
ment did not happen. We recognise that this is an im-
portant step forward. We appreciate the international 
business community for being willing to support and 
inject some stimulus into this economy, and this Gov-
ernment has moved forward when the former Gov-
ernment was unable to do so. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Supplementary or a new question? 
 
Mrs. Jeanne J. Atherden: Supplementary. 
 
The Speaker: Supplementary. 
 Continue. 
 
Mrs. Jeanne J. Atherden: The Minister did not indi-
cate that he had any consultation with the former 
Government or the [former] Minister of Finance, so, 
presumably . . . Was the Minister then not aware that 
the amount of the fee that was going to be paid as a 
minimum is the same amount that would have been 
paid if the size of the fund was even higher? 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Member. 
 Minister. 
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Hon. E. David Burt: Thank you very much, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, we do not consult with Members 
of the former Government. We believe that there was 
a permanent civil service when we came inside. The 
permanent civil service advised us on what the chal-
lenges were previously. That is the reason why I can 
state inside of this Statement what the former Gov-
ernment’s challenges were. 
 Regardless of the size of the guarantee, as 
was stated, the fact is that the guarantee fee is 
0.75 per cent. So, whether or not the size of the fund 
is $50 million or whether the size of the fund is $500 
million or $1 billion, the management fee and the size 
will remain the same. We would like the fund to be 
bigger, but the baseline management fee is the same.  
 What we recognise on this side is that we 
have to have skin in the game. The Government will 
become an investor of this fund. It is important for this 
fund to be established. We have to get investment into 
our economy. And if this is a way to get the money 
from international companies to be put to work inside 
of our domestic economy, we believe that it is a win 
for Bermudians and it is something which we can do 
to create jobs, which are desperately needed in our 
economy, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Supplementary? No. You used your two sup-
plementaries. New question? 
 
Mrs. Jeanne J. Atherden: New question. 
The Speaker: New question. Yes, Member, continue. 
 

QUESTION 2: BERMUDA INFRASTRUCTURE 
FUND 

 
Mrs. Jeanne J. Atherden: Thank you. 
 Mr. Speaker, if the Finance Minister could 
clarify the fact that . . . everyone agrees that we want 
to have inward investment into Bermuda. Therefore, it 
is not a question of whether anyone supports this. It is 
a question of whether Bermuda is paying more than it 
should to have someone invest the funds that are go-
ing to actually be given by the international compa-
nies. Because we have to be clear: The funds, the 
money is going to be given by the international com-
panies. What we are paying for is the management, 
and whether the amount of management fee that we 
are paying perhaps is larger than it should be, recog-
nising that it is going to be the same amount that they 
would have been paid if they were managing a larger 
fund. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Member. 
 Premier. Yes. 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Mr. Speaker, it does not matter 
how many times the Honourable Shadow Minister of 

Finance repeats the question; I will try to make it clear 
for her again and for the listening public. The fact is, in 
case she missed it, that any amount of management 
fees which are guaranteed will represent an interest of 
the people of Bermuda inside of that fund. This is not 
money that we are spending. This is money that will 
represent an investment inside of that same fund. 
What should be understood, again, Mr. Speaker, is 
that we can argue over the size of the management 
fee if we like. The Government assessed what it was 
given. The Government negotiated additional conces-
sions from Fortress. The Government and the Cabinet 
accepted this decision. We are announcing it here 
today, Mr. Speaker. 
 The former Government can say what they 
were comfortable with or what is not. We are stating 
today what we were. We worked through the prob-
lems. We solved the issue. And we are going to move 
this infrastructure fund forward in order to create in-
vestment and create jobs in Bermuda for Bermudians, 
Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. Mr. Premier. 
 Are there supplementaries? No supplemen-
taries, no questions. 
 There are other Members, Mr. Premier, who 
have questions on that Statement. The other Member 
whom I will recognise at this moment is the Honoura-
ble Member from constituency 8. Honourable Member 
Simons, Cole Simons, you have the floor. 

 
QUESTION 1: BERMUDA INFRASTRUCTURE 

FUND 
 
Mr. N. H. Cole Simons: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Premier, you indicated in your speech that 
you would like to have some of the capital that exists 
in international markets here in Bermuda invested in 
this fund. Can you tell me whether you have had dis-
cussions with ABIC [Association of Bermuda Interna-
tional Companies] and ABIR [Association of Bermuda 
Insurers and Reinsurers] to, basically, solicit and can-
vass their support for this idea? 
 
The Speaker: Thank you.  
 Mr. Premier. 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 What I will tell you is that the idea came from 
the board members of ABIR themselves. So that is 
where the origination of this idea came from. This has 
been solicited inside of the Government. The Cabinet 
has approved it. And now that it is agreed, we will be 
moving forward and holding those persons who said 
that they will be able to get the commitment, to get the 
commitments for this fund to move forward. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Mr. Premier. 
 Supplementary or new question? 
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Mr. N. H. Cole Simons: Supplementary. 
 
The Speaker: Continue on, Member. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
 
Mr. N. H. Cole Simons: Can you list the names of 
those companies that agreed in principle to this initia-
tive? 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Member. 
 Premier. 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Mr. Speaker, I will have to get 
back to the Minister about that particular Statement 
and the names of the companies—or that particular 
Member concerning the names of the companies. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Mr. Premier. 
 Supplementary or new question? 
 
Mr. N. H. Cole Simons: Second question. 
 
The Speaker: Second question. 
 

QUESTION 2: BERMUDA INFRASTRUCTURE 
FUND 

 
Mr. N. H. Cole Simons: I note that you have a mini-
mum target of $100 million. Have the managers given 
an indication on how long it will take to, basically, 
raise that $100 million? I know it is difficult, but did 
they give you some type of timeline in which we can 
expect to have the $100 million raised? 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Member. 
 Premier. 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Thank you very much, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I do not have a specific timeline 
at this point in time. What I can state is that two weeks 
ago I had a discussion with the principal of this, the 
person who was organising this particular effort, and 
confirmed, in that Cabinet had made its commitment 
to do so. And in that particular case, he is committed 
to get these funds raised as soon as possible. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Premier. 
 Supplementary or new question? 
 
Mr. N. H. Cole Simons: Supplementary. 
 
The Speaker: Continue. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
 

Mr. N. H. Cole Simons: If the $100 [million] minimum 
is not met, let us say within a year, will this initiative 
collapse? 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Member. 
 Mr. Premier. 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Mr. Speaker, no. The initiative 
will not collapse if the $100 million minimum is not 
met. But what we will state very clearly is that we ex-
pect it to be met, because we know that our interna-
tional partners will work with us. We are looking to 
develop Bermuda’s economy. And I would hope that 
Members opposite would do their part in supporting 
this initiative so that we can get additional investment 
into our country in order to create jobs for Bermudi-
ans. 
 
[Desk thumping]  
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Supplementary? 
 
Mrs. Jeanne J. Atherden: Supplementary. 
 
The Speaker: Supplementary from the Honourable 
Member from constituency 19. The Honourable Mem-
ber Atherden, you have the floor. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
 
Mrs. Jeanne J. Atherden: Supplementary. 
 Mr. Speaker, if the Minister could indicate, in 
response to the question from my colleague, that in 
terms of supporting, I think everybody agrees to the 
support. But if the Minister is aware, through his tech-
nical officers, that the original concept was $250 mil-
lion and now the minimum is down to $100 million, 
this then raises concerns about whether that amount 
of money can be raised and, therefore, whether there 
will be sufficient funds to make the guarantee fund 
robust. Because the bottom line is not about whether 
there is a commitment or an interest on behalf of the 
international companies, but whether they are able to 
come up to that $100 million on which everything is 
predicated. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Mr. Premier. 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Mr. Speaker, I do not want to 
sound like the former person who held this position of 
Minister of Finance. But I will take a little time to learn-
up the Members opposite. And the fact of the matter is 
that even if it is $20 million or $50 million it is more 
than nothing, Mr. Speaker. And what this country 
needs and requires is investment. So, what I would 
advise the Members opposite is to support it. Let us 
not look at the negative. Let us look at the positive. 
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Let us see if we can take it from [$]100 [million] or 
more. Let us work together in all of the various com-
mittees of which we are setting up to advance to find 
out ways that we can grow this economy. And let us 
move forward. 
 The fact is, Mr. Speaker, if the fund only rais-
es $50 million, then that means that the Government 
will have to put inside a management guarantee. That 
management guarantee, Mr. Speaker, represents an 
investment in the fund. The fact is that we are not just 
giving money to a manager. That money represents 
an investment into the fund on behalf of the people of 
Bermuda. 
 This is a good deal for the people of Bermuda. 
I do not understand why there is so much disagree-
ment from the other side. I would hope that they would 
commit to support it. And we are going to move for-
ward with this initiative, Mr. Speaker. Whether or not it 
is $50 million, $100 million, or $200 million, it repre-
sents money invested in our economy which would 
not otherwise be invested.  
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Mr. Premier. 
 Supplementary? The Honourable Member 
from constituency 8, Honourable Member Simons, 
you have the floor. 
 
Mr. N. H. Cole Simons: In regard to the appointment 
of the manager, did you put this appointment out to a 
tender process? 
 
The Speaker: That is not a supplementary to the 
question that was asked. Would you like to ask a new 
question? Because you still have one new question 
left. 
Mr. N. H. Cole Simons: Okay. Well, then the question 
is— 
 
The Speaker: That is your third question. Your third 
question, then. 
 

QUESTION 3: BERMUDA INFRASTRUCTURE 
FUND 

 
Mr. N. H. Cole Simons: When we were soliciting 
managers for this fund, did the Government put this 
out to a tender process? And if they did, can they pro-
vide more details on the applicants? 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Member. 
 Mr. Premier? 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Mr. Speaker, to the best of my 
knowledge, I do not know if the persons who were 
originating the fund put it out to RFP [request for pro-
posal]. It should be noted that this is not a government 
fund; it is a government-supported fund. So, it is not 
the Government that put it out to RFP. It is the Gov-

ernment that is agreeing to terms of their support to 
make sure that this fund moves forward. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Premier, there are still other Members who 
have questions on this Statement. The other Member 
whom I recognise now is the Member from constitu-
ency 22. Honourable Member Gibbons, you . . . okay. 
 
[Inaudible interjection]  
 
The Speaker: No problem. 
 Madam Opposition Leader, you indicated that 
you had a question. Would you like to exercise your 
question? 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Yes, thank you, 
Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Go right ahead. 
 

QUESTION 1: BERMUDA INFRASTRUCTURE 
FUND 

 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Mr. Speaker, the 
Premier in his Statement indicated that the fund is 
going to be an investment. I am just wondering 
whether the Premier can share whether there has 
been any determination as to the expected return on 
investment by the companies who will be putting 
money into the fund. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Member. 
 Premier. 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Thank you very much, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 On the equity portion of the fund, I think the 
estimate that the fund will be looking to target on a 
return on equity basis is 10 per cent. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Mr. Premier. 
 Supplementary? No further questions? 
 The next Statement that Members have indi-
cated that they have a question on is for the Honoura-
ble Minister of Health. 
 Minister Wilson, you have a question in regard 
to your first Statement on residential care. And the 
Honourable Member from constituency 20, Honoura-
ble Member Jackson, would you like to ask your ques-
tion now? 
 

QUESTION 1: RESIDENTIAL CARE HOMES AND 
NURSING HOMES AMENDMENT BILL 2017 

 
Ms. Susan E. Jackson: Good morning, Mr. Speaker. 
 My question to the Minister of Health is, There 
is a reference to improving the quality of rest homes. 
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And I am just wondering whether accreditation, formal 
accreditation, is going to be introduced. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Member. 
 Minister. 
 
Hon. Kim N. Wilson: Yes, Mr. Speaker. I do not want 
to anticipate debate; however, there is a licensing 
process. And as was indicated previously, this Bill that 
will be tabled shortly deals specifically with certain 
types of regulations and powers to ensure that the 
administrators have certain types of criteria to admin-
ister a rest home. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 
Hon. Kim N. Wilson: And it is anticipated that there 
will be a phase 2 and a phase 3. So, this is the begin-
ning of a series of amendments to this particular legis-
lation, to the regulations, as well as other things, to 
further augment the safety and security of those vul-
nerable persons. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 No further questions. The next Statement on 
which there is an indication of questions [for] the Min-
ister, actually, is for your second Statement. And that 
is from the Honourable Member from constituency 8. 
 Honourable Member Simons, do you still wish 
to ask your question? This is on child care. 
 

QUESTION 1: UPDATE ON DEVELOPMENT OF 
CHILD CARE STANDARDS FOR BERMUDA 

 
Mr. N. H. Cole Simons: Minister, can you differentiate 
the difference between day care and preschool? 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Member. 
 Minister. 
 
Hon. Kim N. Wilson: Yes. I think, if I understand the 
question right, this Statement deals specifically with 
child care standards for the home care providers, 
which are the ones under the legislation that allows for 
a person to have up to three children; and then day 
care centres, which some people refer to as “pre-
school,” which normally are for the age of three up 
until the time that the child commences formal educa-
tion at age five. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 Supplementary or new question? 
 
Mr. N. H. Cole Simons: Just supplementary. 
 
The Speaker: Go ahead. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARIES 
 

Mr. N. H. Cole Simons: So, this does not apply to 
preschools? 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Minister. 
 
Hon. Kim N. Wilson: Thank you. It does apply to pre-
schools. Day care centres, sometimes people refer to 
as “preschools.” It is just a matter of semantics. But it 
is the age normally between three and five, before the 
child starts full-time formal education. 
 
An Hon. Member: Nursery schools. 
 
Hon. Kim N. Wilson: Yes, nursery schools. Some 
people refer to it as day school. So this refers to all 
institutions, anybody who is providing child care ser-
vices from the age of zero to five, or until they start 
formal education. Because some children start it at 
four and a half. But it refers to day cares, nurseries, 
preschools. These are terms that are used inter-
changeably. But the reality is that it applies to all of 
those service providers regardless of what they for-
mally call themselves. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 Supplementary or new question? 
 
Mr. N. H. Cole Simons: Supplementary. 
 
The Speaker: Second supplementary; go ahead, 
Member. 
 
Mr. N. H. Cole Simons: How do you address the day 
care centres for people, like a senior who has three or 
four young people who are babysitting services and 
not really providing stimulation for the young people? 
So, they are just—I am going to take care of your child 
while you are at work. And I am more or less a 
babysitting centre for three or four young people. 
 
Hon. Kim N. Wilson: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. That is 
a very good question. 
 Well, first of all, the regulations that are al-
ready in existence require that a person has to regis-
ter with the Department of Health in order to have a 
licence to provide child care services in their home. 
The law requires only one—the ratio of one person to 
three. So, they should not be having four. So that is 
the first issue. The second issue is that these stand-
ards, as have been introduced, and as was indicated 
with the input from an association of child care provid-
ers, as well as child development services, and the 
other agencies that we spoke about, speak specifical-
ly of the minimal standards that are adopted universal-
ly for our day care centres, nursery home care per-
sons, to apply. It deals with things like health and 
safety. It speaks about how much tummy time a child 
should have. It speaks about the food. It speaks about 
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safety issues and the like. They are online, and I am 
sure my honourable colleagues will be able to down-
load them and see. But the standards themselves 
speak specifically about things like discipline, child 
safeguarding, and the like. 
 So, these standards have been provided to 
the child care providers already. But the reality is that 
it does speak to a litany of things that one would ex-
pect a child care provider—standards, the internation-
al best practice—to be adhering to in order to ensure 
safety to our children. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 New question? 
 
Mr. N. H. Cole Simons: New question. 
 
The Speaker: Go ahead, Member. 
 

QUESTION 2: UPDATE ON DEVELOPMENT OF 
CHILD CARE STANDARDS FOR BERMUDA 

 
Mr. N. H. Cole Simons: Minister, can you confirm 
whether or not a curriculum for preschools will be in-
cluded in these standards? And the curriculum would 
cover behavioural skills, developmental skills, aca-
demic foundation skills, and social skills. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Member. 
 Minister. 
 
Hon. Kim N. Wilson: Yes, thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, these particular child care 
standards again address, more importantly, the issues 
of health and safety as they relate to the standards 
that are internationally adopted for ensuring that our 
children are protected and safe in a home care envi-
ronment. It does not breach into the issue of curricu-
lum. This is all about health and safety issues as they 
relate to the children. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 No further questions? Good. The next State-
ment that we have Members indicating that they have 
questions [about] is the Statement from Minister De 
Silva in reference to Financial Assistance. The first 
question we have is from the Opposition Leader. 
Member, would you like to ask your question now? 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Yes, thank you, 
Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: You have the floor, Madam. 
 
QUESTION 1: FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE REFORM 

GROUP  
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Mr. Speaker, the 
Minister, on page 3 of his Statement, referred to the 

options of reducing the number of persons who are 
dependent on financial assistance. I just wondered 
whether there would be an active engagement involv-
ing the Bermuda Economic Development Corporation, 
through their entrepreneurial programme that they 
offer a basis in order to assist people to work on creat-
ing entrepreneurial opportunities, as a means to re-
lieving them of the necessity for financial assistance? 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Member. 
 Minister. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Yes, yes, they will. In fact, the last name on 
the list of people on the group, Judy Lowe-Teart, ac-
tually works for Workforce Development. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 Supplementary or new question? 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Just a supplemen-
tary. 
 
The Speaker: Continue on. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Yes. The question 
was, the Bermuda Economic Development Corpora-
tion, not the Department of Workforce Development. 
So, I just want to make sure that we were not confus-
ing the two. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Okay. 
 
The Speaker: Okay. Minister. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Yes, they will. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 Any further question, Member? No. 
 Minister, there is an additional Member who 
has a question for you on that same topic, on that 
same Statement. 

The Honourable Member from constituen-
cy 21, does he still wish to ask his question? I do not 
see him in his seat. So, we are going to move on. 

The next Statement by Minister Caines with 
questions indicated by Members . . . you have two 
Members who have indicated that they have ques-
tions. The first is from the Honourable Member from 
constituency 24. Honourable Member Scott, you have 
the floor. 

 
QUESTION 1: REDUCING GANG VIOLENCE IN 

BERMUDA—AN UPDATE 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
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 Can the Minister inform the Members of this 
Honourable House, what has happened to those 
members who were appointed under the OBA? 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Member. 
 Minister. 
 
Hon. Wayne Caines: I ask the Member to be clearer 
with that question, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Member, the Minister is asking for clari-
fication. Can you provide some clarification? 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: Yes. I just noticed that . . . 
My understanding was that there was a Chae Powell 
who was brought on under the OBA. Am I correct in 
that understanding about Mr. Chae Powell? 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Minister. 
 
Hon. Wayne Caines: Mr. Speaker, there was, under 
the OBA Government, a Mr. Chae Powell who was 
hired to work within that unit, the Gang Violence Unit. 
He is still employed. He is responsible for the Gang 
Violence Intervention and Team StreetSafe. He oper-
ates within the Ministry as the head of the Gang Vio-
lence Intervention Team and as the leader of Team 
StreetSafe. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 Supplementary or a new question? 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: This is a supplementary. 
 
The Speaker: Continue. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: Just for clarification, are 
there any individuals, or two people, who are doing 
the same job within this programme? 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Hon. Wayne Caines: Mr. Speaker, there are two 
people. Both have been appointed as consultants, 
and both have clear and distinct roles within the Minis-
try. So, Pastor Bean is the Gang Violence Reduction 
Specialist. He is responsible for the Inter-Agency 
Gang Task Force, MOMs, the school’s intervention 
team, and the Men’s Mentoring Group, and the ele-
ment that deals with the churches and the affiliated 
and agencies of the churches in Bermuda, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 No further questions? No further questions?  

 The other Member who has indicated that she 
has questions for you is actually the Opposition Lead-
er. 
 Opposition Leader, would you like to put your 
question? 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Yes, thank you, 
Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Go right ahead. 
 

QUESTION 1: REDUCING GANG VIOLENCE IN 
BERMUDA—AN UPDATE 

 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Mr. Speaker, on 
page 4 of the Minister’s Statement, in respect of the 
group, in their recent meeting reviewing all homicide 
and nonfatal shooting incidents, I wonder if the Minis-
ter could advise what the thought process would have 
been in determining the period of time for the sam-
pling that he has referred to in terms of nonfatal shoot-
ing between January 2009 and September 2017, and 
then selected nonfatal stabbings between January 
16th and September 2017. 

The question being that to select from a popu-
lation to have a skewed sample is certainly not going 
to have the ability to establish an appropriate base-
line. So, I am just wondering if the Honourable Mem-
ber could give us some indication as to the thought 
process of not choosing the entire population of statis-
tics as opposed to just focusing on a short period for 
one type and a longer period on the other. Would it 
not be more consistent? 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Minister. 
 
Hon. Wayne Caines: It is a very good question.  
 They looked at specific instances along that 
line. So, you can have a stabbing and it not be gang 
related. So, what they did was they took all of the 
shootings from 2009 to 2017 which were involved with 
gangs. Then they went into a specific sample period 
of the period that you refer to, and they took only the 
stabbings that were related to gang-affiliated shoot-
ings. So, they had a methodology, and they had spe-
cific time frames that they were looking at, and looking 
at a specific demographic of crime. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 Supplementary? 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Yes, a supple-
mentary. 
 
The Speaker: Continue. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
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Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Just for clarify, are 
we suggesting that there were no gang-related stab-
bings between January of 2009 and January of 2016? 
I am just trying to understand the thought process in 
contracting the sample base. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. Thank you, Member. 
 Minister. 
 
Hon. Wayne Caines: Again, I cannot speak as to why 
the specialists of John Jay University used this specif-
ic modality. But they assembled a team. They asked 
them over three days. They looked at all of the shoot-
ings. And for whatever reason they thought it im-
portant to look at the stabbings of a gang-related na-
ture over that specific time frame.  
 I can undertake to get any further clarification 
for my colleague and make it available at the next 
available time. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 Any further question? 
 No further question. 
 The next Statement which Members have 
indicated that they have questions for is [that of] the 
Minister of Education.  
 Minister, there are questions on your second 
Statement in reference to the Applied Technology 
Programme. And the question is from the Honourable 
Member from constituency 8. 
 The Honourable Member Simons, would you 
still like to put your question? 
 
Mr. N. H. Cole Simons: Yes. 
 
The Speaker: You have the floor. 
 
Mr. N. H. Cole Simons: Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 

QUESTION 1: THE APPLIED TECHNOLOGY 
CERTIFICATE PROGRAMME AT THE BERMUDA 

COLLEGE 
 
Mr. N. H. Cole Simons: In the second paragraph, the 
Minister says, “The programme is designed to help 
prepare our public senior school students from the 
CedarBridge [Academy] and the Berkeley Institute 
. . .” Mr. Speaker, from my time as the Minister of Ed-
ucation, I became blatantly aware that the Department 
of Education provides education services to all of 
Bermuda’s students. So, my question to the Minister 
is, are students from the private schools and home 
schools eligible for this programme? 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Member. 
 Minister. 
 

Hon. Diallo V. S. Rabain: Thank you. Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 I will have to get back to the Shadow Minister 
on that point. I do not believe that private schools are 
eligible for these programmes. But I would have to 
check and see if home schools are. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Supplementary or second question? 
 Go ahead. 
 

QUESTION 2: THE APPLIED TECHNOLOGY 
CERTIFICATE PROGRAMME AT THE BERMUDA 

COLLEGE 
 
Mr. N. H. Cole Simons: Second question. 
 Upon completion of the programme, will the 
graduates have an international designation like City 
and Guilds that they can use should they decide to 
move and work overseas? 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Member. 
 Minister. 
 
Hon. Diallo V. S. Rabain: Mr. Speaker, my under-
standing is that the Applied Technology Certificate 
Programme is an institute of Bermuda College and 
Bermuda, as well. As the former Minister would know, 
the City and Guilds examination is an international 
examination. And that is why they are considered an 
international qualification. But I will again endeavour 
to get back and find out some clarification on that. 
 And just as a caveat from that, this particular 
certificate will allow our students to enter immediately 
into the second year of a degree programme. And the 
degree programmes at the Bermuda College are in-
ternationally recognised. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 Thank you. 
 No further questions. 
 The last Statement for which there is indica-
tion from Members that they have questions on is the 
Statement of Minister Brown. Minister Brown, we have 
had three Members who have indicated that they have 
questions for you. 
 
[Crosstalk] 
 
The Speaker: The first is from the Honourable Mem-
ber from constituency 24. Honourable Member Scott, 
you have the floor. 
 

QUESTION 1: UPDATE ON THE WATERFRONT 
PROJECT  

 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 On page 3, the Honourable Minister said that 
there was “a large portion of these funds [that were] 
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. . . spent on luxury items . . .” Can he explain to us 
what he meant by “luxury items”? 

The Speaker: Thank you, Member. 
Minister. 

Hon. Walton Brown: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
Mr. Speaker, the luxury items were two prop-

erties in the United Kingdom, an engagement ring, 
and an Aston Martin. They were expended from funds 
directed to the account of Mr. McKellar, who was the 
sole Director and sold shareholder of Argyle [UAE] 
Ltd., the company which the Government and the 
Corporation of Hamilton authorised that funds be 
transferred to. 

The Speaker: Supplementary or further question? 

Hon. Dr. E. Grant Gibbons: Actually, Mr. Speaker, 
point of order on that. 

POINT OF ORDER 

Hon. Dr. E. Grant Gibbons: I do not recall that the 
[former] Government allowed the funds to be trans-
ferred. I think it was the Corporation of Hamilton, in 
the form of the mayor and the business manager, who 
allowed those funds to be transferred out of that par-
ticular escrow account. 

The Speaker: Thank you. 

Hon. Walton Brown: Mr. Speaker. 

The Speaker: Yes, Minister. 

Hon. Walton Brown: May I just respond to that, I 
guess it was a point of clarification the Honourable 
Member was intending to do. I am just going to read, 
with your indulgence, Mr. Speaker. 

The Speaker: Go right ahead. 

Hon. Walton Brown: [I’m going to] read from a 
Statement in 2013 from Minister Fahy regarding the 
approval to allow the Corporation to use the car park 
in Par la Ville as collateral for private development. 
And I quote from the former Minister: “It is intended 
that the guarantee is subject to very specific criteria 
and the Corporation of Hamilton will be required to 
conduct thorough due diligence, to the satisfaction of 
the Bermuda Government, before execution of what is 
essentially a collateralised mortgage.” 

The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 

Hon. Dr. E. Grant Gibbons: Mr. Speaker, point of 
order. 

The Speaker: Point of order or . . . 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

Hon. Dr. E. Grant Gibbons: Yes. It is a point of order, 
actually, yes. I think the Honourable Member is unin-
tentionally misleading the House. Because the release 
of the funds from the escrow account, which was es-
sentially required under the guarantee, had no per-
mission from the Government to do so. That was the 
mayor and the business manager of the Corporation. 
That was well after 2013. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

The Speaker: Well, I think his Statement gave the 
role that the then-Minister played in it, the piece that 
he just read out. It spoke to what the Minister’s role 
was at that time, that particular Minister. Okay? 

Hon. Dr. E. Grant Gibbons: Yes. 

The Speaker: Supplementary or question? 

Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Supplementary, Mr. 
Speaker. 

The Speaker: Supplementary. We recognise the 
Honourable Deputy Speaker. Deputy Speaker, you 
have the floor. 

SUPPLEMENTARY 

Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Yes, Mr. Speaker, to 
the Minister. Minister, on whose authority did the 
Mayor of Hamilton, Outerbridge, and the Secretary, 
Benevides, get permission to sign the $18 million 
loan? 

The Speaker: Thank you. 
Minister. 

Hon. Walton Brown: Thank you, Honourable Mem-
ber. As I related in my previous statement, it was 
quite clearly the authority of the previous Government, 
the OBA Government, under the authority of Minister 
Fahy. 

The Speaker: Thank you. 
Supplementary? A supplementary from the 

Honourable Opposition Leader. 

SUPPLEMENTARY 

Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Yes, I have a 
supplementary to that response. And that is, in signing 
the authority, as the Minister just read in the State-
ment that was released at the time, that there would 
be specific conditions to the release of the funds, not 
the signing of the agreement, the authority was there 
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for the signing, but there would be specifics relating to 
the release of the funds. 
 
The Speaker: Can you put that in a question now? 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Yes. So now my 
question . . . I just needed to preface. My question to 
the Minister is, the release of the funds, would he not 
acknowledge that that was ultra vires the authority 
given that, subsequently, the courts had determined 
that the conditions had not been met? 
 
The Speaker: Thank you,  
 Minister. 
 
Hon. Walton Brown: Mr. Speaker, just for the sake of 
clarity, prior to the former Government’s changing the 
legislation, the Corporation of Hamilton had no author-
ity to borrow money to that extent. So the former Gov-
ernment provided the legal authority for the Corpora-
tion to borrow those funds. Secondly, the Minister at 
the time, Minister Fahy . . . I do not like to repeat my-
self, but sometimes I feel that I am required to.  
 
An Hon. Member: You will get used to that. 
 
Hon. Walton Brown: This is Minister Fahy at the time 
speaking— 
 
The Speaker: Yes. Continue on. 
 
Hon. Walton Brown: “It is intended that the guaran-
tee is subject to very specific criteria and the Corpora-
tion of Hamilton will be required”—required by the 
Bermuda Government—“will be required to conduct 
thorough due diligence, to the satisfaction of the Ber-
muda Government . . .” 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Hon. Walton Brown: So, whatever they do, it has to 
be “to the satisfaction of the Government, before exe-
cution of what is essentially a collateralised mort-
gage.”  

Now, I do not know what is ultra vires. I am 
not a lawyer; I do not pretend to be a lawyer. But what 
I do know, Mr. Speaker, is that the authorisation that 
the OBA Government gave to the Corporation of 
Hamilton was ruled by a court of law in this country to 
be outside the legal remit of the Corporation to be en-
gaging in the first place. They had no authority to en-
gage in the guarantee that they actually provided, and 
that was the basis for a recent court judgment. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 Supplementary? 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Yes. 
 

The Speaker: Supplementary from the Deputy. Depu-
ty Speaker, continue on. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARIES 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Mr. Speaker, was the 
contractor who signed the $18 million vetted by law-
yers representing the Corporation before the Mayor 
Outerbridge and the Secretary Benevides, left Bermu-
da to go to the UK to sign? 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 
Hon. Walton Brown: Thank you, Honourable Mem-
ber. I am not in the position to answer that question 
about sequence. What I do know is that whatever was 
engaged in had to have had the authority and the ap-
proval of the Bermuda Government. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Another supplemen-
tary. 
 
The Speaker: Your second supplementary. Yes? 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Yes. Mr. Speaker— 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
The Speaker: Ah, ah, ah, ah! Ministers! No, no, no, 
no. 
 
[Laughter]  
 
The Speaker: Go ahead. 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Was there any legal 
advice present given to the Mayor Outerbridge and 
the Secretary Benevides, at the signing of this agree-
ment in the UK? 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Deputy. 
 Minister. 
 
Hon. Walton Brown: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 I am not in a position to answer that question. 
But I would certainly hope that it was signed with legal 
advice. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Point of clarification. 
 
The Speaker: Supplementary? 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: It is a point of clarification, Mr. 
Speaker. 
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The Speaker: We recognise the Honourable Member 
from constituency 9. Yes, Honourable Member, go 
ahead. 
 

POINT OF CLARIFICATION 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 I think Members are getting confused between 
the signing of the original agreement to enter into the 
lending, or the borrowing, and the later release of the 
funds. So, they were required to do due diligence be-
fore they signed the agreement originally. 
 The difficulty came when they released the 
funds. They did not require the permission of Gov-
ernment to release the funds. And I do not want to go 
into what, you know, I think the process that the Cor-
poration followed. But I think the behaviour they 
showed, in my view, was inappropriate when they re-
leased the funds.  
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Member. 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: So, we are getting mixed up 
between two different things. Thank you. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Member. 
 Minister, there were other Members who have 
indicated that they had questions. 
 Madam Opposition Leader, did you still wish 
to ask your question? 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: I do, Mr. Speaker; 
thank you. 
 
The Speaker: Continue on, then. 
 

QUESTION 1: UPDATE ON THE WATERFRONT 
PROJECT  

 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Thank you. 
 On page 2 of the Minister’s Statement, the 
Minister indicated that, since this time, Mr. MacLean 
has not participated in the arbitration process and has 
not responded to efforts by the Government to ad-
vance the matter. 
 Can the Minister advise what the present sta-
tus is in respect of this arbitration process? 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Minister. 
 
Hon. Walton Brown: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 With regard to the arbitration, the matter was 
before the courts yesterday. And the courts have ruled 
that the arbitration has now come to an end. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Supplementary. 

The Speaker: Supplementary? Continue. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Is the Minister 
saying that the Government has no financial liability in 
respect of that arbitration agreement? 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Minister. 
 
Hon. Walton Brown: Well, Mr. Speaker, if the arbitra-
tion matter has come to an end, then clearly . . . sorry. 
The courts have terminated the arbitration proceed-
ings (sorry), to be perfectly clear. The courts terminat-
ed the arbitration proceedings. So, they did not come 
to a natural end. They were terminated by the courts 
based on an application made on behalf of the Ber-
muda Government. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Supplementary? 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Question, Mr. Speak-
er. 
 
The Speaker: Supplementary or new question? 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: New question. 
 
The Speaker: Well, I think . . . 

Did you have a supplementary? 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: I am sorry. 
 
The Speaker: We recognise the Honourable Member 
from constituency 19 for a supplementary. 
 Honourable Member, yes. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
 
Mrs. Jeanne J. Atherden: A supplementary. 
 Is the Minister at liberty to indicate what was 
the application that was made by the Bermuda Gov-
ernment that caused the arbitration to be ended? 
 
The Speaker: Thank you.  
 Minister. 
 
Hon. Walton Brown: Mr. Speaker, as I said in my 
Statement, there was no response for at least a sev-
en-month period through the arbitration matter. And 
so, a court hearing was held yesterday to bring arbi-
tration proceedings to an end precisely because of the 
nonparticipation of the other party in this matter. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Supplementary? 
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Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Yes, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: We recognise the Honourable Member 
from constituency 10. 
 Honourable Member Dunkley, supplementary. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Thank you. Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, in light of what was not said in 
the Statement, wouldn’t the Minister think it appropri-
ate to report on the court proceedings of yesterday? 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Hon. Walton Brown: Well, Mr. Speaker, that is a rhe-
torical question. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 No supplementary?  
 I move on to the . . . 
 
Mrs. Jeanne J. Atherden: I have a supplementary. 
 
The Speaker: The Honourable Member from constit-
uency 19, ask your supplementary. This is your sec-
ond supplementary. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
 
Mrs. Jeanne J. Atherden: Yes, right. 
 Mr. Speaker, is the Minister able to indicate 
what the Government’s course of action would be now 
that the arbitration has been terminated by the courts, 
in terms of their ability to try and reclaim some of this 
money which went missing? 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Minister. 
 
Hon. Walton Brown: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 In terms of the funds that the Honourable 
Member has just spoken of having gone missing, that 
is a matter before the courts. And I am not going to 
speak to a matter that still has court proceedings 
pending. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 No supplementaries? 
 New question. Deputy Speaker, you have the 
floor to ask your new question. 
 

QUESTION 1: UPDATE ON THE WATERFRONT 
PROJECT  

 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 

 Mr. Speaker, would the Minister make the 
contract available, outlining the terms on how the 
monies were to be disbursed? 
 
Hon. Walton Brown: Which funds? 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: The $18 million. 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Hon. Walton Brown: I believe what the Honourable 
Member is asking is, the $18 million loan, how the $18 
million was actually disbursed. Is that the question? 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: No. The question is, 
would the Minister make available the contract outlin-
ing the terms of how the money was to be disbursed? 
 
Hon. Walton Brown: Well, Mr. Speaker, I am happy 
to give an undertaking that in the spirit of full transpar-
ency we should release all of the information that we 
are able to release. I can give that undertaking in the 
abstract. And then I will talk to my lawyers to make 
sure that I do not speak out of turn. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Supplementary? 
 Deputy? No. 
 Minister, one other Member indicated that he 
had a question for you, and that is . . .  
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: I only asked one 
question. 
 
The Speaker: You asked one question; yes, you did. 
Would you like to exercise your second question? 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Yes. 
 
The Speaker: We recognise the Honourable Opposi-
tion Leader on her second question. 
 

QUESTION 2: UPDATE ON THE WATERFRONT 
PROJECT  

 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, on the final page of the Minis-
ter’s Statement, in the final paragraph, he indicated 
that the “Government stands ready to bring the issues 
involving the voiding of the waterfront lease to an end 
and is fully mindful of the interests of those claiming 
redress for the cancellation of the leases, as well as 
that of the public purse.” 
 My question to the Minister is, in light of the 
ending of the arbitration process, what is the Govern-
ment’s dispensation to the issues and how they would 
further protract the voiding of the Waterfront lease? 
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The Speaker: Thank you, Member. 
Minister. 

Hon. Walton Brown: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
As I said, we stand ready to try to find a solu-

tion. The arbitration process has come to an end, but 
the issues have not come to an end. 

The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
Supplementary? 

Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Supplementary. 

The Speaker: Continue on, Member. 

SUPPLEMENTARIES 

Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Yes. 
Mr. Speaker, in light of what has been publicly 

stated in terms, I guess, of interviews with Mr. Mac-
Lean that have ended up in the public domain, which 
actually indicated that the Minister had arranged an 
intervention to try to make a settlement, my question 
is, Can the Minister give us some information as to 
what involvement he will have had and what agree-
ment was made for a fee with Mr. MacLean in order to 
settle this matter? 

The Speaker: Well, actually, you made your refer-
ence to a social media story, in my words. And that 
social media comment was not contained within his 
Statement today. So, if you are addressing it around 
the social media comment, then it falls outside of his 
Statement. 

Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Let me take out 
social media and say that there are allegations with 
respect to the Minister’s involvement. And could the 
Minister give us any indication as to whether there 
was involvement by himself with Mr. MacLean in 
terms of providing a resolution for the matter in ex-
change for a fee? 

Hon. Walton Brown: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
There was no involvement of this Minister in 

any discussions with Mr. MacLean over any kind of a 
settlement. 

The Speaker: Thank you. 

Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Supplementary. 

The Speaker: Supplementary, second supplemen-
tary? 

Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Yes. 
Was there involvement with the Honourable 

Member prior to becoming a Minister in that same 
matter? 

The Speaker: Minister. 

Hon. Walton Brown: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
I was not involved in any dialogue or any sort 

of negotiation with Mr. MacLean on that matter. 

The Speaker: Thank you. 
Okay. Any further question? 
No third question. Okay. 
One other Member, Minister, indicated that he 

had a question for you. That was the Member from 
constituency 10. 

Do you will wish to put your question? No? 
Okay. 

Well, Members, that brings us to the conclu-
sion of our Question Period. Thank you for your partic-
ipation.  

We now move on. Madam Clerk. 

CONGRATULATORY AND/OR 
OBITUARY SPEECHES 

The Speaker: I recognise the Honourable Member 
from constituency 24.  

The Honourable Member Scott, you have the 
floor. 

Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
I rise on this occasion to just celebrate what 

happens when the colours black and white come to-
gether on a football field under the name of the PHC 
Zebras, who are the Dudley Eve Champions and the 
most decorated football club in Bermuda, Mr. Speak-
er! It was a lovely occasion up in Somerset— 

The Speaker: That is what made it lovely; it was in 
Somerset, see? 

Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: —where most of the winning 
takes place and most of the trophies stay, regardless 
of the sport. So, Mr. Speaker, I would just like to take 
my whole three minutes to thank every member of the 
PHC, Pembroke–Hamilton Zebras, for their patron-
age, their patience, and their hard work to make this 
championship and this Dudley Eve Final possible.  

A special thank you to Ms. Beverly Pitt who 
was there celebrating with us. I know most people 
know Ms. Beverly Pitt as a North Village fan, but she 
has recently converted to the Zebras, being as though 
. . . so, I just wanted to . . . and I would like to associ-
ate my MP, MP Neville Tyrrell, to this as well, being as 
he is the MP of the area, that is the Dudley Eve 
Champions.  

So, Mr. Speaker, how much more time do I 
have to talk about the Zebras? 

 
The Speaker: I could ring the bell now, if you wish. 
[Laughter] 
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Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: But, no, in all seriousness, 
they have worked hard. We should have been cham-
pions last year. It was mainly goal difference, and one 
unfortunate incident that stopped us from being 
champions last year. But we will be Premier League 
champions this year. We have won two out of the four 
cups available and we plan on making it four for four. 
 Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. And 
thanks again and congratulations to the PHC Zebras.  
 
The Speaker: I now recognise the Honourable Mem-
ber from constituency 2. The Honourable Member 
Swan, you have the floor. 
 
Mr. Hubert (Kim) E. Swan: Yes. Good morning, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Good morning. 
 
Mr. Hubert (Kim) E. Swan: I would like for a letter of 
congratulations be sent to St. George’s Cricket Club 
celebrating 125 years as an establishment in this 
country. And I associate the Honourable Member from 
constituency 1, and the Honourable Member from 
constituency 3, and the Honourable Member from 
constituency 19—all St. George’s fans, I am sure. And 
the Honourable Member, Mr. Diallo Rabain.  
 It was an outstanding gala event. President 
Neil Paynter and his team need to be congratulated 
for once again putting on a fine gala event. I guess the 
most heart-warming thing was to see the amount of 
young people. Anyone younger than me now is very 
young. 
 
[Laugher] 
 
Mr. Hubert (Kim) E. Swan: And the young people 
that were there, and well outfitted, and enjoying them-
selves and appreciating the celebration indeed. 
 On a sombre note, I would like a letter of con-
dolence sent to the family of the late Harreld Kirkpat-
rick. A very dear friend and mentor of mine, a dear 
friend to Bermuda from Boynton Beach, Florida, origi-
nally from Kentucky, Bowling Green Kentucky, to be 
exact. [He] was an outstanding golfer. Hall of Fame 
out of Kentucky. For many years, he used to visit 
Bermuda six times a year. He was a member of the 
Mid Ocean Club. He played in tournaments that I or-
ganised. And he was once the Bermuda Seniors 
Champion. He enjoyed that when his grandson won a 
Junior Tournament here at the same time. He was a 
decorated war veteran. And because of our Remem-
brance Day Ceremony in St. George’s, in which he 
would come and play in the tournament at Mid Ocean 
in November, he would make sure that on the Sunday 
he would go with me down to St. George’s. He was 
able to finally after many years share the stories of the 
war, which were very painful to him, in which he re-
turned home without his younger brother. And it just 

goes to show you that although our Remembrance 
Day Ceremony in St. George’s is less attended than in 
Hamilton, it is no less significant as a war veteran was 
able to appreciate. The one thing he always said was, 
I appreciate in Bermuda that people came up to me 
and took the time to say ‘Thank you for your service, 
sir.’ Indeed, he was a great man. I miss him dearly 
and love him dearly. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Was that my time or 
was that someone’s phone? 
 
The Speaker: Somebody needs to turn their device 
off! 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Mr. Hubert (Kim) E. Swan: Because if . . . and while I 
am speaking about St. George’s Cricket Club, if I go 
back, Mr. Speaker, on these last few minutes I just 
want to— 
 
The Speaker: [You have] a couple of seconds, you 
are running down. 
 
Mr. Hubert (Kim) E. Swan: —congratulate PHC 
along with the Honourable Member because St. 
George’s and PHC have a long relationship in which I 
was able to share very recently. 
 Thank you. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Member. 
 
[Timer beeps] 
 
The Speaker: Does any other Member wish to 
speak? 
 I recognise the Opposition Leader. Honoura-
ble Member, you have the floor. 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker.  
 Mr. Speaker, on a sombre note I would ask 
that this Honourable House send condolences to the 
family of the late Winnie Outerbridge. Winnie, who 
was one of the Tucker sisters, was quite the lady of 
hospitality. She worked for a significant period of time 
at the Princess Hotel. She has been a long serving––
a family friend, Mr. Speaker, and I was quite sad-
dened yesterday to have been apprised of her death.  
 On a positive note, Mr. Speaker, I would  ask 
this Honourable House to send congratulations to the 
New Testament Church of God who last night . . . sor-
ry, on Wednesday night, at Southampton Princess 
had a celebration of their 70th anniversary of their an-
nual convention. And, Mr. Speaker, it was an incredi-
bly touching and spiritual affair. The guest speaker, 
Cindy Trimm, gave a tremendous presentation. In at-
tendance was a Mrs. . . . Reverend Dr. Dorothy Tuzo, 
who apparently is now residing off-Island in Jamaica 
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[and] returned home for the event and was able to 
boast that of the 70 years of celebration she has at-
tended every single one. So that was quite interesting 
and quite exciting. I wish congratulations as they are 
. . . their theme, which was, “We’ve Come This Far By 
Faith” with the idea that they are hoping to retire their 
mortgage indebtedness in order that the monies that 
they are now using to pay financing fees can go to 
more positive community development.  
 And, finally, on a congratulatory message, Mr. 
Speaker, I would ask that this Honourable House rec-
ognise the two candidates from Bermuda who this 
year became the IWF Fellows in the Leadership 
Foundation. Mr. Speaker, the IWF, the International 
Women’s Forum, is a local . . . well, there is a local 
branch of the organisation that was established when 
the Honourable Member, Paula Cox, was the Premier. 
We established a local chapter. This past year, under 
the presidency of Pamela Ferreria, and her team, was 
the first time we actually had applied for Fellows. And 
if I can read just very quickly, “The Leadership Foun-
dation, IWF’s charitable and educational entity, 
launched the Fellows Program . . . in 1994 to train, 
mentor and connect women . . . Each year the Fel-
lows Program “convenes approximately 35 global par-
ticipants for a total of 20 days, comprised of three 
separate sessions. It is executed in partnership with 
Harvard [Business School] and INSEAD.”  

“In addition to leadership training, Fellows are 
matched with an IWF member who serves as a men-
toring coach during the program year.” 

And this year we had two, Mr. Speaker, the 
first time we have ever had any. We had four appli-
cants and two were chosen from the more than 100 
applicants from around the world. Those two— 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Member. 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: —were Maria 
Marsh and Michelle Seymour-Smith. 
 
[Timer beeps] 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Member.  
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker.  
 
The Speaker: I now recognise the Honourable Mem-
ber from constituency 26, the Honourable Member 
Tyrrell. You have the floor. 
 
Mr. Neville S. Tyrrell: Thank you very much, Mr. 
Speaker, and good afternoon to all. 
 
The Speaker: Go ahead, Member. 
 
Mr. Neville S. Tyrrell: Mr. Speaker, I would ask that a 
letter of congratulations be sent to Mr. James Wal-

dron-Smith who was a part of the graduation exercise 
very recently at C.A.R.E. Learning Centre. Mr. Smith 
was also the valedictorian. To show you the grit of this 
young person, he had recently been released from 
Westgate in the last two years. And to show you the 
determination to change his life around, he was de-
termined to obtain his GED and he actually did it in six 
months. He certainly is the sort of example that I 
would show to those other young persons who are 
trying to change their life around, that there is light at 
the end of the tunnel. 
 Well, Mr. Speaker, while I am on my feet, I will 
also associate myself with the remarks by my fellow 
colleague in Warwick, giving congratulations to the 
PHC, who I do try and get out often to see, at the 
most. But also he seemed to be a bit shy in saying 
that he himself plays for the Corona team. I do not 
know how he gets selected, but anyway, he is a part 
of their team. 
 Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker.  
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Member. 
 I now recognise the Honourable Member from 
constituency 3. Honourable Minister, you have the 
floor.  
 
Hon. Lovitta F. Foggo: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  
 First of all, again, I would like to be associated 
with the congratulatory remarks for St. George’s 
Cricket Club’s gala event. In fact, that event, Mr. 
Speaker, has set the stage for young people to follow 
in that it is an event that celebrates the participation of 
club members and people associated with St. 
George’s Cricket Club who gave much of their time in 
terms of commitment and community effort to ensure 
that sports help, if you will, to light the way. So, again, 
congratulations going out to the President, Mr. Neil 
Paynter; the Vice President, Mr. Mishael Paynter; and 
all who were involved in that event. It is an event that 
will be continued because it is a way of celebrating 
and encouraging young people who are involved in 
sports to . . . definitely they have something to look 
forward to. 
 Mr. Speaker, I would like condolences to be 
sent out to the Douglas family, Ms. Cherlyn Douglas, 
who has recently passed away, a constituent of mine 
in St. David’s. And Mrs. Rosalind Minors, a matriarch 
of constituency 3. Her family, Mrs. Minors’ family . . . 
 
[Timer beeps] 
 
way back when there was very little support in St. Da-
vid’s for the Progressive Labour Party, her family, and 
maybe one or two others, stood out in their support for 
the Progressive Labour Party, so it would be remiss of 
me to not recognise the loss of this matriarch and to 
send out condolences to her family. She will be a loss, 
Mr. Speaker. 
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The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 I now recognise the Honourable Member from 
constituency 1. Honourable Member Ming, you have 
the floor. 
 
Mrs. Renee Ming: Good morning, Mr. Speaker, and 
the listening audience. 
 I rise today because I too would like to give an 
additional congratulatory note to the St. George’s 
Cricket Club for their 125 and not out gala— a Blue 
Tie Affair. I would like to associate my colleague, Mr. 
Famous, with these comments as well. And I also 
wanted to just acknowledge the two persons that we 
honoured at the gala. That is, Gregory “Brutus” 
Foggo. 
 
An Hon. Member: Yes. 
 
Mrs. Renee Ming: Well known to that person from 
constituency 3. Also, Calvin “Caledonia” Smith. They 
were honoured for the things that they brought either 
to the sport or to the club, and definitely in terms of 
youth development at the club. 
 I also would like to send a congratulatory 
note, Mr. Speaker, to the Corporation of St. George’s 
and that would be  Mayor Quinell Francis and her 
team, because what she did when she became the 
mayor was to host quarterly updates in terms of what 
is happening in St. George’s. She had one last even-
ing. It was to do with policing. We know we need 
some updates on policing at this time. [Also] with 
transportation and a brief update the hotel. But just for 
her continued commitment to continue to have dia-
logue with the community. 
 Also, the St. George’s Parish Council. They 
hosted their annual [Senior’s] Tea, week before last, 
and it was attended by . . . I think they said they had 
100 attendees. And it was very entertaining. I would 
like to associate Minister Lovitta Foggo with these 
comments as well. But it is just good to see these 
things that are happening in our community, especial-
ly my St. George’s community. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Member. 
 I now recognise the Honourable Member from 
constituency 19, the Honourable Member Atherden. 
You have the floor. 
 
Mrs. Jeanne J. Atherden: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, first of all, I would like to be as-
sociated with the congratulations that are going to be 
sent to the two IWF Leader Fellows because it is very 
important for us to recognise . . . Maria Marsh was the 
human resource partner at Nephila and Michelle 
Seymour-Smith is the chief financial officer at Arch 
Reinsurance. I think it is important because these la-
dies demonstrate high achievement that we should all 
strive for.  

 On a sad note, I would like condolences sent 
to the family of the late Margaret Vaucrosson. Marga-
ret, as people will remember, was the wife of Charles 
Vaucrosson, but for me, Margaret was that nurse 
down at King Edward who used to make sure that lots 
of things were done, and when she stopped being at 
the hospital, she  still carried out, if you will, a health 
role. I am sure that her family is going to miss her and 
we will miss what she has done.  
 I would also like to have condolences sent to 
the family of the late Eleanor “Molly” Brown. The rea-
son being, in addition to knowing that Molly was the 
person who ran Hubie’s Bar, Molly was also that per-
son who was the sister of my caregiver when I was a 
child, Janet Moore Forge. So, I got to know Molly very 
well and I knew that she really believed in her Hubie’s 
Bar and so many people went there and enjoyed 
events. If you stop and think, Hubie’s Bar was the 
place that people went to before it was really fashion-
able to talk about going out to Court Street. And even 
when people were nervous, Hubie’s Bar was the place 
you went to because you wanted to go out and enjoy 
yourself.  
 And lastly, I would like to have condolences 
sent to the family of the late Olga “Freda” Furbert (nee 
Curtis) who is the mother of Peggy Ann Bean. Peggy 
was a secretary that I had at BHB and someone that I 
remained friends with for a long time, who is now a 
Customs officer. Her mother was a stalwart and 
brought up a large family, and I would like to think that 
we can send condolences to her family because she 
will be sorely missed. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Member. 
 I recognise the Honourable Minister Simmons. 
Honourable Minister from constituency 33. You have 
the floor. 
 
Hon. Jamahl S. Simmons: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  
 Mr. Speaker, I rise today on a bittersweet 
congratulatory message because I would like to ex-
tend congratulations to Mr. Charles Jeffers II on his 
successful appointment as the chief operating officer 
for “Visit Baltimore.” Mr. Speaker, I say “bittersweet” 
because this is a man of outstanding talent, a man of 
outstanding intellect, and great experience. And Ber-
muda’s loss in the tourism business is certainly Balti-
more’s gain. I enjoy the opportunity to compete with 
this gentleman for our tourism dollars, as we try and 
view the world as our market. But I truly think that 
Bermuda’s loss is Baltimore’s gain.  
 Mr. Speaker, while I am on my feet, I would 
like to take the opportunity to give thanks and con-
gratulations to Mr. Andy Burrows, of the BTA. And 
while [he was mentioned] in the Ministerial Statement 
earlier, I think that his efforts in terms of bringing in-
vestment into Bermuda in relation to the hospitality 
space, should be commended. He has done tireless 
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work. He has been a champion for Bermuda in his 
sphere. And I think that his accomplishments and his 
work should be acknowledged.  
 While I am on my feet I would also like to 
send congratulations and thanks to the team at the 
Bermuda Economic Development Corporation. Ms. 
Erica Smith, Ray Jones, Jamillah Lodge, and Ms. 
Rochester who have put in a lot of work over the past 
week supporting Global Entrepreneurship Week. And 
I think that they are unsung heroes of the community 
because of the things they do to help get our entre-
preneurs moving and pushing the concept of doing it 
themselves.  
 And, finally, Mr. Speaker, I would like to be 
associated with all the remarks of those who spoke 
before me, but in particular, to the work of Mayor Qui-
nell Francis. And if I may declare my interest, Mr. 
Speaker, she is a cousin of mine. I claim her; I do not 
know if she will claim me based on my Cup Match 
affiliation, but that is okay. 
 
The Speaker: Well, you know, some people see the 
light. 
 
[Laughter] 
  
Hon. Jamahl S. Simmons: Well, we . . . yes. But I 
think that, you know, she should be recognised for her 
leadership as not just a woman, but a person who has 
continued to be tied to the community and being re-
sponsive to the needs of the community and keeping 
people connected with what is going on. I think her 
work should be commended. I think that she does a 
great job and I look forward to working with her on 
many projects in the future. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 I now recognise the Honourable Member from 
constituency 11. Honourable Member Famous, you 
have the floor. 
 
Mr. Christopher Famous: Good morning, Mr. 
Speaker. I want to associate myself with St. George’s 
Cricket Club because every year I lose money and 
take a lot of licks on social media. Every year lately. 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Mr. Christopher Famous: However— 
 
The Speaker: Every year was right. You can stay 
there. 
 
Mr. Christopher Famous: —every year since 2012. 
 
The Speaker: And continuing. 
 

Mr. Christopher Famous: Mr. Speaker, as there was 
a theme about women in politics, I just want to take 
some time to thank the women of the PLP. Although 
they are not reflected in numbers in the House, it is 
the women of the PLP why the House is how it is now. 
 
[Desk thumping] 
 
Mr. Christopher Famous: Whether they be branch 
members, branch chairs, committee members, or just 
the people in the community, it is the women of the 
PLP why the PLP is the Government. I am quite sure, 
it may be similar in the OBA. I will defer that to [their] 
Honourable Leader. However, I just want to again 
thank the women of the PLP and Bermuda for nurtur-
ing us, whether it be in the PLP, in the unions, or the 
PTAs. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member.  
 I now recognise the Honourable Minister. Min-
ister Roban, you have the floor. 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: Thank you very much, Mr. 
Speaker.  
 I would like to be associated with the congrat-
ulatory remarks to Mr. Andy Burrows and the work he 
does with the BTA on the investment conference, 
CHICOS that was held as the Honourable Minister 
Simmons, just mentioned. It was a fantastic job. One 
thing that was clear from that conference as the Minis-
ter articulated, certainly my interactions with those 
who were attending, is that those who were here for 
the first time were excited and surprised at what they 
found. And those who are returning are committed 
disciples of the Bermuda experience and want to see 
it get even better. So we do hope that there will be a 
lot of opportunities that come out of the effort. And Mr. 
Burrows has certainly played a crucial role in that. 
 Mr. Speaker, I would also like to ensure that 
we are associated with the condolences to [the family 
of] Molly Brown. It is sad to hear of her passing. And 
let’s just make it clear, she was a part of the PLP fami-
ly. She was our neighbour on Court Street for genera-
tions. And so as far as I am concerned, with my expe-
rience with the PLP and everybody who sits in this 
House for the PLP, the late Molly Brown and her hus-
band and the institution of the Fish Hut is synonymous 
with our experience as a party and over its history. So, 
we see this as us seeing a member of our family pass 
on. So, we all on this side certainly will want to be as-
sociated with the condolences to the family of Molly 
Brown.  
 I would also like to ensure a congratulatory 
note is given to the Grace Methodist Church for their 
annual Women in White Service this past weekend, 
Mr. Speaker. Former Premier, Dame Jennifer Smith 
was their guest speaker for the service and it was a 
very good speech she gave, and a very good service 
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was held by that church, and they have had it annually 
for . . . I think, at least for over 10 years. I have done 
my best to be at every one and it is a great service 
celebrating women, as we have made comments in 
this House about celebrating the women of our socie-
ty. 
 I would also like to send a congratulatory 
message to the New Testament Church of God on 
their conference this past week. I am certainly happy 
to associate the Honourable Opposition Leader as 
well (if she did not give the remarks already) to be 
associated with those congratulations because we 
both were at their banquet a few nights ago, Wednes-
day night I believe. And it was a gala. 
 
The Speaker: Mm-hmm. 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: As simple as that! A gala. 
And also Bishop Duncan who is a leader of that 
church, he and the whole church family deserve con-
gratulations for what they are doing in their almost 100 
years of existence in Bermuda. 
 
[Timer beeps] 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 I recognise the Honourable Member from 
constituency 36, the Honourable Member Scott. You 
have the floor. 
 
Hon. Michael J. Scott: Mr. Speaker, this afternoon 
we will attend the homegoing service for a young 34-
year-old of your constituency, I believe, Mr. Speaker. 
Young Mendell Eugene Outerbridge of 29 Beacon Hill 
Road. Sylvan Richards, the Honourable Member, the 
Opposition Leader, and Mr. Richards would like— 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Hon. Michael J. Scott: The whole House? 
 Mendell lost his life at the age of 34. What a 
sad event. His companion and the mother of his chil-
dren, Leonae, I wish to just single out for offering my 
sincere condolences to, in addition to, obviously, Mr. 
Outerbridge’s mother, Mrs. Tracy Outerbridge, and his 
dad, Everette “Rusty” Simmons. So, I acknowledge 
the indication of support from the Opposition Leader 
and the Members of the Government for this young 
man. Mr. Speaker, thank you very much for the oppor-
tunity to do so. The mother of Leonae, Mrs. Judy 
Woods, has been so supportive in that she lives in my 
constituency. I know she has moved by this and I offer 
my condolences to her. 
 Thank you. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Member. 

 I now recognise the Honourable Member from 
constituency 20. The Honourable Member Jackson, 
you have the floor. 
 
Ms. Susan E. Jackson: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  
 It is very difficult to have to follow such sad 
remarks from the previous speaker, and I give my 
condolences. But I would like to congratulate the 
graduates of the CHIP programme. This is a health 
programme that has been managed and facilitated by 
nurse Beverley Howell. She was Nurse of the Year 
. . . and— 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Ms. Susan E. Jackson: —the whole House is asso-
ciating with these congratulatory remarks. She has 
gone on, Nurse of the Year, has moved on to now 
create a programme which has been going on for 10 
years now. It is all about healthy lifestyles, making 
healthy choices and she had almost . . . she had 84 
graduates, if I am correct, for this particular cohort. 
Again, this is her 10th year with the CHIP programme, 
which is, Complete Health Improvement [Programme]. 
And people have invested in this programme and are 
doing all that they can to change their choices in food 
and exercise and live a healthy wealthy lifestyle.  
 I would also like to take a moment to congrat-
ulate the Bermuda Economic Development Corpora-
tion. They have done a number of wonderful things in 
celebration of Global Entrepreneurship Week. And in 
particular today they had Women in Entrepreneurship. 
There was a wonderful breakfast event with over 100 
women in attendance and they debated and consid-
ered the option of “Can you have it all?” They had a 
number of significant speakers on a panel and did a 
wonderful job, nothing but good feedback from the 
breakfast event which has just completed minutes 
ago, Mr. Speaker. 
 So, I send all of my best to Joyce Hayward, 
Jamillah Lodge, Erica Smith, and the team at BEDC 
for all of their hard work. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Member. 
 No further . . . okay, I recognise the Honoura-
ble Member from constituency 10. Honourable Mem-
ber Dunkley, you have the floor. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  
 Mr. Speaker, I rise this afternoon to support 
the congratulations and also to add in congratulations 
to the BTA and BDA for a tremendous couple of 
weeks for the conferences they had in Bermuda, from 
the CHICOS to the Energy Summit to the STEP con-
ference. There have been numerous conferences that 
have taken place and the publicity that has surround-
ed them certainly is going to reap great benefit and 
investment in Bermuda going forward. And I am 
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pleased to see the Government has supported these 
initiatives fully and I am glad that some of the initia-
tives by the former Government have continued on. 
These were very strong conferences, such as CHI-
COS. We worked hard to get it here. And it is clear 
from some of the speakers from overseas who have 
spoken at the conference that Bermuda is definitely 
on its way back in tourism. Something that we have 
been saying for a couple of years. 
 Mr. Speaker, unfortunately, I will finish my 
comments on a sadder note to send condolences to 
the family of the young man who tragically passed in a 
road accident. I think, to some extent, Mr. Speaker, 
we are all touched by this. We certainly grieve by it, 
but we need to remember and accept and understand 
that a family can never get over the pain of losing 
somebody, especially that young. While many people 
will attend the homegoing service today, we need to 
remember that they will have that scare for the rest of 
their lives and we need to support them and try to nur-
ture them and strengthen them as they go through 
some very dark days which they will continue to face. 
The tragedy is real and, you know, we all can talk 
about being unable to walk in another’s shoes, but in 
this case we have to try to help them walk in their own 
shoes. 

Mr. Speaker, I will conclude by asking this 
Honourable House to send condolences to the family 
of Roger Medeiros who lost his 22-year-old daughter 
due to cancer just a couple of days ago. Mr. Speaker, 
as a parent I cannot fathom the grief that these fami-
lies are going through. So let us pray for them, let us 
give them strength, let us try to get them through 
these dark days ahead. 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  
 

The Speaker: Thank you. 
 I recognise the Honourable Minister. Honour-
able Minister from constituency 13. [Minister] Rabain, 
you have the floor. 
 
Hon. Diallo V. S. Rabain: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  
 Mr. Speaker, I would like for this Honourable 
House to send the usual letter of congratulations to 
Youth Parliament that opened on Wednesday. Those 
of us who reside in this Honourable House, and just 
everyone— 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 
Hon. Diallo V. S. Rabain: —to come from everyone, 
those of us who were here on Wednesday to witness 
the opening of Youth Parliament and the robust de-
bate that took place. It was a very interesting topic 
that was talked about, and that was about the separa-
tion of church and state, and should we continue to 
have an actual prayer at the beginning of the session. 
So it was a very lively debate that took place. Unfortu-
nately, I was unable to witness the conclusion of it, but 

from what I heard the young people acquitted them-
selves very well and came with some very thoughtful 
arguments— 
 
The Speaker: Yes, they did. 
 
Hon. Diallo V. S. Rabain: —for and against. 
 Also, Mr. Speaker, I would like for congratula-
tions to be sent to the Dellwood Middle School M3 
Drama Class for their performance at the Stop the 
Violence Event on Sunday, and their performance of 
“When Will Enough Be Enough?” was also performed 
again today at their annual assembly, which I believe 
most Members were invited to but only a few of us 
were able to attend. I can attest to you, Mr. Speaker, 
having these young men and women get up and do 
this performance was absolutely awe-inspiring. I 
mean, there were very few dry eyes within the audito-
rium as they talked about this gun violence and how it 
affects them as such young people in this Island, and 
how they feel we all could come together and do our 
part to help with the situations that we find. If anyone 
did not get to see it, please, there are videos floating 
around social media, and the like. I am very happy to 
announce that the Minister announced that there will 
be another competition coming up in early next year in 
which others will be invited to participate in the same 
type, but it will be for adults. Eventually, there is a 
competition where we will pick all of them together 
and see who is the eventual winner. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  
 
The Speaker: Thank you.  
 Deputy Premier. Deputy Premier? Would you 
like to be recognised at this moment? 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  
 I do move that we adjourn for lunch. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you.  
 The House now stands adjourned for lunch. 
We will resume at 2:00 pm.  
 
[Gavel] 
 

Proceedings suspended at 12:31 pm 
 

Proceedings resumed at 2:02 pm 
 
[Hon. Dennis P. Lister, Jr., Speaker, in the Chair] 
 
The Speaker: Members, we are proceeding after 
lunch. I think we had just completed the Congratulato-
ry and/or Obituary Speeches. 
 
[Crosstalk] 
 

MATTERS OF PRIVILEGE 
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The Speaker: There are none. 
 

PERSONAL EXPLANATIONS 
 
The Speaker: There are none. 
 

NOTICE OF MOTIONS FOR THE 
ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE 

ON MATTERS OF URGENT 
PUBLIC IMPORTANCE 

 
The Speaker: There are none. 
 

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS 
 

GOVERNMENT BILLS 
 
The Speaker: We have two Government Bills. 
 I recognise the Minister of Health. In fact, both 
Bills are in your name, Minister. 
 

FIRST READINGS 
 

RESIDENTIAL CARE HOMES AND NURSING 
HOMES AMENDMENT ACT 2017 

 
HEALTH INSURANCE AMENDMENT ACT 2017 

 
Hon. Kim N. Wilson: That is correct. Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I am introducing the following 
Bill for its first reading so that it may be placed on the 
Order Paper for the next day of meeting: the Residen-
tial Care Homes and Nursing Homes Amendment Act 
2017. 
 As well, Mr. Speaker, I am introducing the 
following Bill for its first reading so that it may be 
placed on the Order Paper for the next day of meet-
ing, namely, the Health Insurance Amendment Act 
2017. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 

NOTICES OF MOTIONS 
 
The Speaker: We have two Motions that are being 
tabled today. We have the first one. 
 We recognise the Honourable Member Swan 
from constituency 2. 
 

JOINT SELECT COMMITTEE TO INVESTIGATE, 
REPORT AND MAKE RECOMMENDATIONS ON 

THE EVENTS OF 2 DECEMBER 2016 
 
Mr. Hubert (Kim) E. Swan: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

 Mr. Speaker, I give notice that I propose to 
move the following Motion at the next day of meeting: 
 “WHEREAS at the gates of this House of As-
sembly a show of democracy descended into a con-
flict between concerned citizens of Bermuda, and 
those charged with protecting the very rights they 
sought to exercise, on December 2nd[, ] 2016; 

“AND WHEREAS the Government having de-
clared its intention to establish a Parliamentary Com-
mittee to look into the events generally, including the 
decision-making and any directives of the Executive 
and the then Speaker of the House given to the Po-
lice, that led up to and precipitated the events on that 
day, including the deployment of the police in riot gear 
and the use by the Police of incapacitant pepper spray 
on the crowd of citizens assembled;  

“BE IT RESOLVED that this Motion for the 
appointment of a Joint Select Committee to carry out 
the said Inquiry into the said events of December 2nd, 
2016 be approved  

“AND Thereafter, pursuant to Part IV of the 
Parliament Act 1957, that a Parliamentary Joint Select 
Committee be appointed (1) to inquire into the events 
as aforesaid as thoroughly as may be; (2) to bring clo-
sure to this event by the making of all proper and nec-
essary findings, recommendations, and where re-
quired sanctions; and (3) to submit its report to the 
House of Assembly within three to six months.” 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Member. 
 The next Motion is in the name of the Hon-
ourable Member Gibbons from constituency 22. 
 I will just acknowledge that there has been 
discussion around the wording on this and the Hon-
ourable Member is going to amend or adjust the word-
ing as read, rather than what is printed here. 
 Honourable Member. 
 

MOTION TO TAKE NOTE OF THE “ECONOMIC, 
ENVIRONMENTAL AND SOCIAL IMPACT OF THE 

35TH AMERICA’S CUP ON BERMUDA”  
 
Hon. Dr. E. Grant Gibbons: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 I was going to make that explanation, but you 
have done it for me. So, I will simply proceed. 
 Mr. Speaker, I give notice that at the next day 
of meeting I propose to move the following Motion: 
 “That this Honourable House take note of the 
‘Economic, Environmental and Social Impact of the 
35th America’s Cup on Bermuda’ and the foundation 
for further growth. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 

ORDERS OF THE DAY 
 
The Speaker: We will now move on to the Orders of 
the Day and the understanding is that we are going to 
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do Order No. 1 today, and only number 1. And that 
Order is in the name of the Minister of Social Devel-
opment and Sport. 
 Honourable Minister, you have the floor. 
 

BILL 
 

SECOND READING 
 

PUBLIC HOLIDAYS AMENDMENT ACT 2017 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I move that the Bill entitled the 
Public Holidays Amendment Act 2017 be now read for 
the second time. 
 
The Speaker: Continue, Minister. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to lead the debate 
today on the Bill entitled the Public Holidays Amend-
ment Act 2017. Some might say that this is the Mi-
chael Weeks’ Bill, Mr. Speaker, because, as you 
know, it was several years ago when MP Weeks was 
in Opposition he brought a very similar Bill to the 
House that did not pass at that time. So, certainly, I 
would like to give thanks to MP Weeks for all the time 
and effort that he put in in the past and, certainly, for 
encouraging us to bring this forward today. 
 Mr. Speaker, the purpose of this Bill is to 
amend the Public Holidays Act 1947 to change when 
the Bermuda Day public holiday is observed. Current-
ly, the Bermuda Day public holiday is recognised on 
the 24th of May and this Bill proposes that the day of 
observance should be changed to the last Friday in 
May of each year. It is anticipated that this change will 
have effect from May 2018 onwards. 
 Mr. Speaker, the importance of Bermuda Day 
hinges upon an understanding of its historical context. 
Thus, I would like to take this opportunity to provide 
the Honourable Members of this Honourable House 
with a brief history of Bermuda Day, also known as 
the 24th of May. 
 Mr. Speaker, from May 1902 Bermuda cele-
brated Empire Day, which was held on the 24th of 
May, to observe Queen Victoria’s birthday and com-
memorating her death the year prior. In 1916, the 24th 
of May became an annual public holiday throughout 
the British Empire.  
 Mr. Speaker, following the riots in 1977 the 
then Governor formed a bipartisan Royal Commission 
chaired by Lord Pitt of Hampstead, the only black 
Member of the British House of Lords at that time. The 
other appointed commissioners were Walter N. H. 
Robinson, Reginald C. Cooper, John I. Pearman, Wil-
liam A. Scott, and Michael Banton. 
 Mr. Speaker, the Royal Commission was 
tasked to inquire into the civil disorders that occurred 
between the 1st and 3rd of December 1977, which led 

to a state of emergency. Also, inquire into the causes 
of the disorders and produce a report on the finding of 
such inquiries and make recommendations that deci-
sions will be reached and action taken within a period 
of time deemed reasonable. During the inquiry pro-
cess, Lord Pitt consulted with numerous Bermudians 
to get their perspective on issues leading up to and 
during the riots. On the 14th of July 1978, the report of 
the Royal Commission into the 1977 disturbances (al-
so known as the “Pitt Report”) was signed and pre-
sented to the Governor. 

Mr. Speaker, the Report points out that Ber-
mudians were lacking a sense of national unity. The 
recommendations made by the commissioners, based 
on a consultation with Bermudians, strongly supported 
the organisation of an event that would bring the peo-
ple together regardless of race, economic status, or 
religion, but the main commonality would be that they 
are Bermudian. It was anticipated that the introduction 
of such an event would create harmony amongst 
Bermudians while instilling a sense of national pride. 

Mr. Speaker, the overall consensus for such 
an event was reached and it was decided that a pa-
rade would provide Bermudians with the opportunity 
to celebrate with each other while strengthening the 
mutual respect and appreciation for one another. The 
concept of a parade stemmed from the annual Ber-
muda Floral Pageant (also known as the Easter Pa-
rade) which was held annually in late April from 1930 
to 1968. The Easter Parade was a fusion of a Carni-
val-type celebration of spring and a showcase of Ber-
muda’s vibrant agricultural industry. The artistically 
created floats that transformed bicycles, horses, au-
tomobiles, and trucks by simply using fresh flowers 
grown locally, especially Easter lilies, provided some-
thing unique. The Easter Parade also incorporated 
marching bands, majorettes, and equestrians. The 
uniqueness of the Easter Parade attracted locals and 
thousands of visitors alike to our shores. 

Mr. Speaker, eventually Bermuda Day re-
placed Empire Day to foment greater harmony and 
respect for each other.  

Mr. Speaker, one of the Pitt Report’s recom-
mendations became a reality on May 24, 1979, when 
the first Bermuda Day Heritage Parade was held to 
unite our citizens and reinforce a sense of pride to be 
Bermudian.  

Mr. Speaker, currently the Bermuda Day pub-
lic holiday is observed on May 24th, a date that can fall 
on any given day of a calendar week, which results in 
the holiday being observed on a different day annual-
ly. For example, if the 24th of May falls on a weekend, 
the holiday is observed on the following Monday.  

Mr. Speaker, Bermuda Day is the most cele-
brated holiday other than Cup Match. It is a day in 
which Bermudians find various ways to showcase 
their pride in the beauty of our Island, whether they 
participate in the parade, the marathon, have picnics 
on the beach, go for their first swim, gather and partic-
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ipate in the first of the season’s dinghy boat races, or 
simply just soak in the sun of the beautiful waters of 
the Atlantic Ocean. 

Mr. Speaker, as we all know, this holiday re-
quires tremendous effort in planning and preparation 
for both the marathon derby and the parade. The par-
ticipants of both events are more often than not over-
come by both the excitement and physical energy re-
quired to perform at the highest level. Additionally, the 
spectators (who are also an important part of the day) 
go over and beyond to make this day a fun-filled and 
joyful one. 

Mr. Speaker, due to the inconsistency of the 
day on which Bermuda Day is observed public and 
private schools, businesses, and other organisations 
have experienced disruptions mainly due to absentee-
ism and reduced productivity the day following the 
Bermuda Day public holiday. 

Mr. Speaker, for example, a few years ago, 
based on the data from the Ministry of Education, it 
was estimated that over 700 children—some 15 per 
cent of the public school student population at the 
time—were absent the day following the holiday and 
over 200 students showed up to school extremely 
late. This would not be a typical attendance rate. 

Mr. Speaker, this proposed amendment is im-
portant to a mother whose child has rehearsed and 
practiced for many late nights on end and then 
marched in the parade on a weekday, but then who 
has the task of preparing that same child for school 
the very next day.  

Mr. Speaker, we must recognise and cele-
brate our heritage on a day that best suits the com-
munity and, yes, further supports the spirit of the day. 

Mr. Speaker, representatives from the follow-
ing organisations, namely: the Bermuda Industrial Un-
ion, the Bermuda Public Services Union, Bermuda 
Union of Teachers, Bermuda Chamber of Commerce, 
Bermuda Tourism Authority, Bermuda Hotel Associa-
tion, Bermuda Business Development Agency, ABIC, 
and ABIR were consulted on this proposed change 
and no objections were expressed. But the Bermuda 
Employers’ Council did have a challenge with the 
change occurring in 2018. But I think, after today, they 
will have enough time to get themselves organised. 
The retail sector of the Chamber of Commerce also 
had a bit of an issue and we had that debate and, of 
course, the decision was for us to move forward. 

Mr. Speaker, the proposed change in the day 
of observance of the Bermuda Day holiday could also 
have an impact on tourism if marketed correctly. We 
see now the number of tourists which enjoy this day 
and it could see an even larger increase in tourist arri-
vals if taken on [as] a serious tourism product. 

Mr. Speaker, the intent of this proposed 
Amendment to the Public Holidays Act 1947 is to ob-
serve the Bermuda Day public holiday on the last Fri-
day of May of each year commencing from 2018 on-
wards. I wish to point out that once the Bill is passed 

by the Legislature, it is the intent of Government to 
republish Government Notices setting out the dates of 
public holidays so that the corrected dates for the 
Bermuda Day public holiday for the years 2018, 2019, 
2020, and 2021 are established. 

Mr. Speaker, it is our hope that the amend-
ments debated today will be approved in order to pro-
vide consistency in the observance of this important 
public holiday. And I would like to thank, once more, 
MP Michael Weeks for all of the effort that he put into 
this particular piece of legislation as well. 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 Does any other Member wish to speak? 
 I recognise the Honourable Member from 
constituency 10. Honourable Member Dunkley, you 
have the floor. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, 
and good afternoon. And I thank the Honourable Min-
ister for the presentation on the Public Holidays 
Amendment Act 2017. And I hope MP Weeks is doing 
well. I notice he is not in the House today, but I hope 
he is doing well. And I would have liked to have heard 
what he had to say because, obviously, he has been a 
champion of this change for a number of years and he 
has not seen it to fruition. But the Minister will lead 
today. 
 Obviously, Mr. Speaker, the Government has 
the votes and this will pass, but I think it is important 
for the Opposition to be heard as well. And I do ap-
preciate the Honourable Minister’s comments be-
cause I think he gave a good overview and he gave 
some history that a lot of people cannot remember. In 
fact, in the very beginning of the Honourable Minis-
ter’s presentation he said “Bermuda Day, also known 
as May 24th.” And to me that is all he had to say, Mr. 
Speaker, because Bermuda Day is also known as 
May 24th and now, with the change that will be ap-
proved this afternoon (no matter the Opposition says) 
Bermuda Day is not May 24th. And I think that is a key 
thing that is on my mind and many of my colleagues. 
 Mr. Speaker, it is very clear that the Govern-
ment will have its way because of the votes they have. 
May 24th has also always been our traditional start of 
the summer season, when we see activities . . . a lot 
of Bermudians take their first dip in the ocean. So I am 
sure that will change for some, maybe some will still 
celebrate it on the 24th because they do not like to 
change. And while the PLP has signalled their intent 
to change this for some time, in the research that I did 
prior to the debate today, it is hard to say how long 
this debate has gone on because I can remember at 
least four or five times when we had wanted to dis-
cuss it in the House of Assembly. But I do note that it 
was not as far as I can see (and I stand to be correct-
ed by the Honourable Minister), in the platform of the 
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PLP prior to the last election, it certainly was not in the 
Throne Speech as far as I could see. 
 Now Mr. Speaker, I have sympathy for the 
reason behind absenteeism and disruption of work. I 
certainly do have some sympathy for that. I know the 
Government has made that case over the last couple 
of days and the Minister said it again, but I do not 
think that we should cater to people not being able to 
get into work or school the next day. And here is why I 
say that, Mr. Speaker: I love Bermuda Day, I love 
May 24th. I have run in the race a few times, well, I ran 
in the marathon a few times (it was not a race for me), 
I was just trying to finish. I ran the marathon a few 
times, I really enjoyed it. It was such a great atmos-
phere. I have been down at the parade for many, 
many years. I really enjoy the day and I think it has 
gone a long way to deal with some of the challenges 
that we have, and it has gone a long way to create a 
stronger sense of national unity and national pride in 
what we have to do. 
 But one thing, Mr. Speaker, that I have seen 
in regard to the day is sometimes the day—and any-
body can stand up on a point of order and correct 
me—but sometimes the events of the day drag on a 
lot longer than we expect them to do. And you know 
the Ministry has done a great job of organising the 
parade and trying to get more people involved in the 
parade, but as we sit . . . wherever you want to sit 
throughout the streets of Hamilton, there have been 
tremendous gaps in the field. And I think to try to alle-
viate some of the pressures that our people are under 
who are in the parade—whether they are watching the 
parade, marching in the parade, participating in the 
parade, building a float for the parade—if we made 
sure that it ran in a very efficient way, we could take 
two hours off of the course of the parade and, I think, 
help to alleviate some of the challenges that everyone 
who participates in the parade has.  

And yes, I can appreciate that they have got 
to be there early in the morning for the judging. They 
have got to be there at the start of the parade, and the 
parade takes a long time. So they are on their feet a 
long period of time. I accept and I appreciate that this 
is a challenge. But I do not think that is an overriding 
reason for us to change the date of the day, Mr. 
Speaker. 

I think what we are doing is catering to lower-
ing our standards and our ability to get some things 
done. And the main reason why I say that is because, 
Mr. Speaker, I saw the Government . . . the Honoura-
ble Minister said they have consulted. And there, ob-
viously, was some pushback in some areas from 
some of the groups that they consulted with. I have 
heard that as well. But one of the things that was not 
mentioned in the Honourable Minister’s comments 
was the fact that for a significant percentage of our 
community Saturday is a work day. And so I would 
like Honourable Members from the Government 
benches to give us an understanding [of] what per-

centage of the workforce actually still has to go to 
work on Saturday because, you know, the visitor in-
dustry continues to [operate] seven days a week. So 
they will work on a Saturday.  

The streets of Hamilton, Somerset, and St. 
George’s are open for commerce on a Saturday. 
There are a lot of people that go to work on that day, 
and I think it is unfair to single them out to have a 
good time and get into work the next day when we are 
allowing some people to have some more opportunity 
to catch their legs, Mr. Speaker. And I just think that 
the absentee part of school and business is not an 
overriding reason. I think we can do a better job with 
that as we move forward. 

Now, if you look at some of the other holidays 
we have, the Honourable Minister said that May 24th 
Bermuda Day, was one of the most popular holidays. 
And I am not going to argue with that. I think all of us 
have our favourite holidays, and Cup Match and 
May 24th would rank in the top of the holidays that we 
all have. But the fact of the matter is, Mr. Speaker, 
Bermudians tend to go all out and enjoy the holidays 
no matter what the holiday is. Cup Match, people 
have a great time over Cup Match and still on the 
Sunday––they are not ready for work on the Monday. 
To celebrate New Year’s people have a good time, 
there are so many parties you can attend, and people 
look forward to the opportunity to recuperate. Why do 
we not consider making January 2nd another holiday 
just so that we can chill and start the New Year off 
with some spring in our step? 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: And the Honourable Minis-
ters on that side—the Minister responsible for this Bill 
and the Junior Minister responsible for Finance, I be-
lieve—said they will bring that Bill next week. Well, let 
us not stop there. Let us continue it on. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Let us continue it on. And I 
hear the Honourable Member from constituency 5 
say, Don’t be stupid. I am being real, Mr. Speaker. 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: No, you are not being 
real. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: I am being real, Mr. 
Speaker, for the simple fact is— 
 
The Speaker: Speak to the Chair. Speak to the Chair. 
Speak to the Chair. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: We can always justify 
changing dates for holidays, Mr. Speaker. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
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The Speaker: Speak to the Chair. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: But the fact of the matter 
is— 
 
The Speaker: Members, Members! 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: The reasoning given to 
this one I do not believe is sufficient to change [it] be-
cause Bermuda Day is May 24th for a lot of people. 
 Now, I know it has been talked about for some 
time and I have heard of surveys that have been done 
that really do not support the change of the day, but 
this Government has enough votes and they can carry 
it and can do what they want to do. 

Interestingly enough, Mr. Speaker, if you look 
at other countries and their holidays, and especially in 
our neighbours close to us, like the United States, 
they have holidays that fall on a certain day and they 
do not change them. July 4th . . . that is their Inde-
pendence Day. Now I am sure Americans celebrate 
Independence Day just as fervently as we celebrate 
May 24th, but they still show up and do what they have 
to do the next day. Look at the Americans also, Mr. 
Speaker, for Memorial Day, which is one of their big 
holidays where they celebrate people who have 
served in conflict. They set that day for a Monday, Mr. 
Speaker, to give people the opportunity to have a true 
long weekend, to take into account that those people 
who work Saturday can have the Sunday and the 
Monday off. And I think that consideration is much 
more important because you can get your rest before 
the event and pace yourself through the event to 
make it happen. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, a day to recover sounds 
good. We would all like days to recover. And I have 
great sympathy for our school children who have to 
participate in that, who enjoy participating in that, and 
exert boundless energy in everything they do and they 
are so cute in marching down the streets and dancing 
on the floats, smiling for all of that time. 

But, Mr. Speaker, I think we all understand 
that probably the majority of our school children have 
activities after school almost every single day of the 
week where they get home late. Whether it is from 
football practice, whether is from some type of drama 
or music practice that they have, Mr. Speaker, many 
of our children during the school term, the school 
year, are out until reasonable hours of the night—
6:00, 6:30—they come home and they still have to do 
homework. So, changing the day because of absen-
teeism, I think, is lowering the standards, it is lowering 
the bar on what we have to do. 

And so, Mr. Speaker, I suggest we take a look 
at making that day more efficient because two things 
that I hear about May 24th . . . people love the day if 
the weather is good, they love the day, they love the 
parade, they love the pageantry, they love the intuition 
of Bermudians and what we do, put floats in the pa-

rade. And I hope as the parade goes on the parade 
gets more floats involved in it because we see that 
dwindling. But one complaint we constantly hear—and 
this is with all due respect to the Ministry, who does a 
good job—is the parade just takes too long because 
there are too many gaps. And I think we can help eve-
ryone participate in the parade by shrinking it up. That 
would save them a lot of energy and it will make them 
feel fresher, not only later in the day, but certainly the 
next day. 

So, Mr. Speaker, I have sympathy for those 
who participate and I understand that it is difficult to 
get out of bed the next day, but such is life when you 
are committed and you live a busy schedule. I do not 
think it is a right move to change away from our tradi-
tional start of summer—Bermuda Day—which the 
Minister said, when he introduced the Bill, was 
May 24th. 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Member. 
 Does any other Member wish to speak? 
 I recognise the Honourable Member from 
constituency 6. Honourable Member Furbert, you 
have the floor. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, the Honourable Member Michael 
Dunkley who just took his seat from constituency 11— 
 
The Speaker: Ten. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: —[constituency] 10, men-
tioned that it was not in the platform or in the Throne 
Speech. 
 Mr. Speaker, the Government will bring many 
initiatives that probably were not in the Throne 
Speech or in any platform. That is just naturally how 
governments operate. They made promises to take 
referendums and everything else and never fulfilled 
their obligations . . . even when it was in their platform 
and when it was in their Throne Speech. So at least 
the Government on this side is deciding that a few 
changes need to be done. 
 Now, one could make an argument back and 
forth—yes, no, maybe so—whether it should be on 
May 24th. But the Government itself—the former Gov-
ernment—was considering it. And why do I say that? 
Because they took a poll. If they were not considering 
it they would not have taken a poll or survey. If they 
recall it came back . . . the majority of people, at least 
the polling they did (I am not sure who they polled) I 
believe said “no.” So if they were not considering it, 
why did they actually take a survey, I believe it was, 
last year. 
 It was not about— 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Point of order, Mr. 
Speaker. 
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The Speaker: Point of order. Yield, Member. 
 Opposition Leader, you have a point of order? 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Yes, thank you. 
 The Honourable Member is misleading the 
House. The OBA Government ended up taking the 
poll, not because we were considering it, but because 
the Opposition at the time were considering it and we 
wanted to understand whether there was any support 
within the public for that change. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Mr. Speaker— 
 
The Speaker: Continue, Member. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Mr. Speaker, that is my 
point. They took a survey because at least they want-
ed to know what the public was thinking about, and 
the public, at least in their favour, what would you 
have said . . . what would they have said? Would you 
argue the point that the Honourable Member just said 
about why change the 24th of May? If the public would 
have said yes, you would have brought the Bill; you 
would have allowed the Opposition at the time to go 
ahead with the Bill. You would not have been fighting 
like you are doing right now . . . instead the argument 
you are saying right now does not make any sense, 
Mr. Speaker, because they were at least considering 
it. 
 
The Speaker: Mm-hmm. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Well, Mr. Speaker, the Gov-
ernment of the day has looked at it. And I know the 
pressure from the retail stores were on their backs, 
who they represent in general, they were on their 
backs because some of them spoke to me about why 
are we changing the 24th of May. That is where the 
largest flow of individuals . . . I mean the Honourable 
Member who just took his seat sells to retail. Maybe 
his largest deliveries are on Fridays, I do not know, for 
the weekend. And maybe that is why he is concerned 
about whether he will have a drop in sales from that 
Friday, I do not know. Maybe he should declare his 
interest. 
 But my point is the pressure came from the 
retailers, the Chamber of Commerce. That is where 
the pressure came from for the Government at the 
time not to support the recommendation or the motion 
put down by our Honourable Member, Michael 
Weeks. If the Chamber would have said, Yes we 
agree, they would have run up here and put down two 
Bills to support it. So let us not play games on this 
idea of people not going to go swimming on the 24th of 

May because there is no holiday. I do not go swim-
ming on the 24th of May whether it was May 24th or 
May whatever it is. 
 
Hon. Dr. E. Grant Gibbons: Do you swim? 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: We just go swimming. The 
sun crosses the line and you jump overboard, at least 
in Hamilton Parish we do. All right? So it is not about 
. . . all of sudden it is the 24th of May, let’s go swim-
ming. 
[Inaudible interjection]  
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: That should not be the ar-
gument. You can still run the 24th of May . . . well, the 
Bermuda Day Parade.  

The whole focus is on Bermuda Day. Yes, it 
was the 24th of May because that was the day it fell 
on. But we can still have a Bermuda Day. And my 
honourable colleague laid out why that day came 
about, because of the riots and the concerns and try-
ing to pull the country together. And even after we 
have the date set, there are individuals who still go 
sailing on their boats and individuals that are normally 
on Front Street and around Bermuda. We are not 
coming together because of that. People take holi-
days, people fly out, people . . . no matter what day it 
is.  
 I think that it is reasonable, from what the 
Honourable Member laid out, as far as our children in 
school. Nobody is going to die because we have an-
other day on a Friday, a long weekend. That is not 
going to happen that way.  

And, yes, there are people that do work on a 
Saturday. I can understand the argument of the Hon-
ourable Member because people are going to work on 
the day after the 24th of May anyway. As a matter of 
fact, there are more people (if it was on a Monday) 
who go to work on Tuesday. I really do not understand 
that logic. But the majority of people . . . all the Gov-
ernment, 5,000 persons will not go to work on that 
Saturday. Teachers are not going to work. So there 
are probably more people not working on that Satur-
day than are working. So I do not understand the ar-
gument from the Honourable Member. 
 I support my colleague. You know, I am not 
going to jump with joy whether it is done or not. But I 
am going to support it, because at the end of the day 
he still made some arguments about why he felt, and 
the party in general . . . and the Honourable Member 
Michael Weeks has been arguing this for two years. 
He felt that we should move towards having [it on] 
Friday. And whether the United States has their Me-
morial Day on a certain day, or whether Putin has his 
day, or whether South Korea has their day, it is not 
about that. It is about what we as a country want. It is 
where we want to be going forward. We do not have 
to compare ourselves to everybody every five minutes 
because their day does not change. 
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We are making some changes for . . . and the 
Honourable Member is probably right as far as the 
numbers are concerned. But that is what governments 
do. We said we would come in and make some 
changes. We did not say we were going to come in 
and stay the same as if you were . . . they might as 
well have kept you guys in, but they did not. They 
said, Nope, out the door. And, hence, the changes are 
being made.  

The people spoke and now the Government 
of the day has to make some changes on what they 
think the people . . . and some of the people I have 
talked to support the Friday. And you have that bal-
ance. You have people say no, yes, no. But it is not 
going to break anybody; it is not going to cause any-
body to fall out . . . You know, it just does not make 
any sense. But the main pressure coming from the 
Opposition is the Chamber of Commerce. 

 
An Hon. Member: Ooh. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: That is where the pressure is 
coming from. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: I said it. No, I said it, he will 
not say it. That is where the pressure is coming from. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Point of order, Mr. Speak-
er. 
 
The Speaker: I will take your point of order. 
 Do you yield, Member? 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: The Honourable Member 
is misleading the House. I would declare [that] I never 
spoke to the Chamber of Commerce. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: I did not say that he did. I 
did. I spoke to them and the Chamber of Commerce 
did not want it on the Friday. You should have done 
your work . . . based on your surveys. 
 
Hon. Dr. E. Grant Gibbons: So your argument is 
false. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: No, they said they do not 
want it because . . . and let me just talk about a cer-
tain affiliation with yourself Honourable Member [Dr.]. 
Gibbons. They do not want it, and you know who I am 
talking about. 
 
Hon. Dr. E. Grant Gibbons: No, I do not. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Yes, you do. 

 
Hon. Dr. E. Grant Gibbons: They did not talk to me 
about it. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Yes, they did. 
 
The Speaker: Gentlemen, gentlemen, the conversa-
tion flows this way, not across the floor. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: So the Honourable Member 
has to be clear that there were pressures being put on 
them, whether it is the [Bermuda] Employers’ Council, 
whether it is the Chamber of Commerce. The Cham-
ber of Commerce has been lobbying for years on cer-
tain issues and they have the right to do that. They 
really have the right to do that. But we have to also 
listen to individuals. And I believe we can find a way to 
move forward on Friday, which next year will be the 
first . . . and you will enjoy it. Come down to Front 
Street or come on . . . what is that street? Victoria . . . 
over there by Leopards Club and enjoy the day. You 
know, I hope to see you all there. It is not going to . . . 
you know, whether it rains or whether the sun shines, 
it is going to be a good day for Bermuda Day. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Member. 
 Does any other Member wish to speak? 
 I recognise the Honourable Opposition Lead-
er. Madam Opposition Leader, you have the floor. 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I just had to chuckle when the 
Honourable Member who just took his seat spoke and 
said when the sun crosses the line . . . you know, the 
24th of May we want to go swimming. Some people 
do; some people do not. I know Hamilton Parish might 
be different, but in Devonshire the sun crosses the 
line in June. 

However, with that said, we look at the intent 
here. And I listened to the Minister’s presentation in 
terms of the level of consultation and there seems to 
be a little bit of a disagreement because the Minister 
indicated in his list of consultees that the Chamber of 
Commerce was consulted and had no problem. The 
Honourable Member who just took his seat indicated 
that he spoke to the Chamber of Commerce and they 
said that they did have a problem with the holiday be-
ing on a Friday. So the Honourable Minister said they 
consulted with the BIU, the BPSU, BUT, the Chamber 
of Commerce, the BTA, the BIBA, BDA, ABIC, and 
ABIR.  

What I find very interesting, Mr. Speaker, is 
that all of those organisations are perhaps widely rep-
resenting the majority of businesses around the coun-
try and, obviously, would have their finger on the 
pulse of what their respective memberships might be 
interested in doing. However, there are some of us 
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who actually have worked for corporations who are 
members of some of those organisations, and certain-
ly I can say that notwithstanding what level of consul-
tation may have been had with the organisations, you 
can be assured that those organisations did not poll 
their membership to get any kind of feedback from 
them to determine whether there was acquiescence to 
this change or not. 

Had the companies involved been polled, cer-
tainly in my company’s case the question would have 
come to me because that would be my responsibility. 
It never did. And I have heard others indicating that 
they have had no representation from the bodies with 
which they would normally be affiliated to make the 
determination as to whether there was feedback com-
ing from that business community. But one of the 
things I did not hear when the Minister spoke was the 
consultation with the people. [They] consulted all of 
these organisations, yes. But they did not say the ex-
tent to which the people were polled. 

And it was interesting because the Honoura-
ble Member who just took his seat made comment 
and actually, you know, sort of vilified or castigated 
the fact that the former Government did a poll. Yes, 
we did a poll, Mr. Speaker. We did a poll because the 
Honourable Member Michael Weeks had chosen to 
bring this concept forward for consideration. And be-
fore changing and before moving forward on that we 
said, Let us do a poll and ask the people what they 
would like. 

Now, you know, Mr. Speaker, I actually work 
in an organisation in which I have got some very 
staunch supporters of the governing party and, not-
withstanding, we are able to have reasonable and re-
spectful engagement and debate. And the one thing 
that came up [was] . . . one of my colleagues said, 
Why don’t they leave it alone and why don’t we en-
hance what is there that is causing the problem? The 
problem that was identified by the Honourable Mem-
ber Michael Weeks at the time was that our young 
children would be out late and, therefore, they would 
be tired and unable to be effective at school the next 
day.  

Now, the education of our children is critical. 
So we want to ensure that our children get the best 
opportunity. But the 24th of May is not the only time 
that a child is likely to be away from or be out late. 
And I think it boils down to effective parenting as to 
how we manage our family situations to ensure that 
our children return home at an appropriate time, to 
ensure that they are properly fed and that they get to 
bed at a time at which they are able to have ample 
rest to be able to get up and face the vagaries of the 
following day.  

So that was an argument that I think we have 
to look at. Let us not continue to race to the bottom. 
Let us not continue to lower the bar, to lower the 
standards. Let us maintain a standard that allows us 
to recognise what we as a community and our chil-

dren have to aspire to as opposed to saying that every 
time there is a challenge in our way, let us move the 
challenge by, you know, lowering the bar. So instead 
of being able to jump over a three-foot pole, now you 
are jumping over a six-inch pole. And I think that we 
have to be very careful when it comes to the race to 
the bottom. 

The other thing that I question in the Govern-
ment’s determination of this particular Bill is whether, 
in fact, Heroes Day is likely to be changed, because I 
believe that the Government . . . under the former 
administration, Heroes Day was designated to be the 
Monday, which is the second Monday in June, or the 
third Monday in June, whichever the date [is], I think it 
is the third Monday in June. And I am just wondering 
. . . I mean that is as big a parade as, perhaps, cer-
tainly the 24th of May.  

And let me just, for the avoidance of any 
doubt, applaud the Department of Community and 
Culture for the work that they do in helping to engage 
the community for the 24th of May parade. I think they 
do yeoman service to that particular event and they 
need to be applauded. It is a lot of hard work. And 
notwithstanding we do get criticisms in terms of the 
efficiency with which the parade is managed, but it is 
in no way detracting from the job that is done by the 
people who go out there. They create a theme, they 
engage the public, they try to get floats and do all 
those kinds of things. I am not casting any aspersions 
on them at all. Their efforts are most appreciated. 

But I think it is important to consider that when 
we are looking to make change, why are we not going 
to be consistent? Let us have the Santa Claus Parade 
on a Friday instead of having it on a Sunday because 
you have got majorettes and you have got people 
marching up and down the streets and children who 
are likely to be tired. Why do we not have, you know, 
as I said, Heroes Day . . . put that to a Friday? I mean, 
if the thought process is a consistent one and not just 
a knee-jerk one, then the entire structure would have 
been considered and recommendations come at the 
same time to make the determination, Let’s do this 
once and for all, one way or the other. 

So I just wanted to say that we understand 
that the Government has the numbers. The Govern-
ment can do whatever it chooses to do, and we rec-
ognise that, irrespective of what the Opposition has to 
say. And, you know, that is just the reality of the politi-
cal process. But what we do not want to do is to find 
that “just because,” and there has been no real reason 
for it, that it would stand up to effective scrutiny.  

There has been . . . you know, what I find very 
interesting? The Honourable Member Dunkley from 
my team who just took his seat from constituency 10 
just shared with me a Facebook message which came 
from somebody who effectively said that they . . . this 
was perhaps the biggest protagonist of our party, who 
basically has come and said, I never thought that I 
would be able to agree with Michael Dunkley on any-
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thing, but 24th of May is 24th of May. And that, I 
thought, was quite funny and it was worth a chuckle 
because there are people who you know to be ad-
verse to whatever it is that we have tried to do as the 
One Bermuda Alliance who still think that they need to 
be heard and that their position needs to be respected 
and honoured. 

So, while I understand the organisations with 
whom consultation may have been had, I think that we 
need to perhaps pause for a second and go one step 
further and find out what the people want. Now, be-
cause of the fact the Government will come back and 
say, Well, you know, they voted for us 24 to 12 . . . 
and that is the reality, but it does not say on this issue 
that the people who voted for them had been en-
gaged. And those are some of the people from whom 
we have heard—this side of the aisle, Mr. Speaker—
who have said that they did not appreciate the 
change, did not want the change, and would like the 
Government to reconsider. 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Madam. 
 Any other Member? 
 I recognise the Honourable Member from 
constituency 32. Honourable Member Simmons, you 
have the floor. 
 
Mr. Scott Simmons: Good afternoon, Mr. Speaker, 
and thank you. 
 Mr. Speaker, this issue as it relates to Bermu-
da Day or the 24th of May holiday is a very serious 
matter in my humble opinion. And if I was a casual 
observer, not having followed politics for as long as I 
have and just listening to this debate, it would almost 
make me feel as if we were trivialising this particular 
holiday and that for some strange reason we are on a 
magnificent track to nowhere. 
 I want to be clear, and I think we should be 
clear on this holiday, for what it is worth. Yes, there is 
history. There is absolute history with this holiday. But, 
Mr. Speaker, we have highlighted, and the Minister . . 
. and I want to pause just for a moment and thank him 
for bringing this particular amendment, this particular 
movement with this Bill. I believe that it speaks to so 
many things as it relates to our holiday, the Bermuda 
Day holiday.  

Mr. Speaker, we on this side of the House be-
lieve that it is only right that when we identify chal-
lenges with holidays and with other things with our 
calendar that we address those issues appropriately. 
This particular piece speaks to that. I believe that the 
Honourable Opposition Leader has highlighted a few 
things, as the Honourable Member who sits behind 
me has highlighted a few things here . . . I think it has 
been trivialised.  

I recognise that in certain communities that is 
an issue. However, I believe the overshadowing point 
that needs to be stated here is that this particular holi-

day . . . and I take it personally, in that as I look at 24th 
of May . . . I do not believe we are showing any disre-
spect to the holiday itself. I do not think that we are 
destroying the mere memory of this holiday. But for 
me personally I have to say the challenge was when it 
did fall on a day that we are working immediately af-
terwards. I have to confess . . . I always used to say, 
Well, why is it that this holiday doesn’t fall at a time 
and a position where it would not infringe on me hav-
ing to go the next day into work or having to . . . you 
know, where I will be able to at least catch myself and 
the rest. And the numbers that the Minister has spo-
ken of through the Ministry speaks to that. 

Now, I realise that you may say that I will trivi-
alise it as well, or they may say in that it is personal to 
me. I believe, and I will say this (I do not know about 
my other colleagues), but certainly when I knocked on 
doors I heard from my constituents when I brought 
that up because that was something that was a part of 
our party platform . . . I mean when I say “platform” 
meaning it was a part of what we spoke about and 
what we would bring if we became the Government, 
because it had been a significant issue in our caucus, 
it had been a significant issue throughout our party, 
and it was an issue that I know I brought up on the 
doorstep.  

And I confess that there were individuals who 
made it clear that, yes, they saw the value in making 
the holiday where it would not necessarily be followed 
by a day of commitment or labour commitment or of 
school commitment and the rest. And anyone who 
travels around Bermuda during that day, because it is 
a significant day, is aware that all of us, after that day, 
are exhausted. After that day we are truly, truly, ex-
hausted. 

I am not sure what the Honourable Opposition 
Leader does on her day off. Mr. Dunkley, I am sure, 
probably has deliveries to make the very next day. But 
I will say this to you: For those who do not necessarily 
have the benefit of that, I believe they appreciate that 
this holiday is absolutely a holiday that they can bene-
fit from, that if it is followed by a weekend, I believe, 
the majority . . . I believe our international business 
and all the rest of the community, notwithstanding the 
outstanding issues that the Honourable Opposition 
has highlighted, I think that they will confess and their 
workers will confess that after a holiday as significant 
as that, having a day off afterwards would absolutely 
be appreciated. 

Before I take my seat, Mr. Speaker, I would 
like to finish by saying that we on this side of the 
House are not trivialising this particular holiday. We 
are not trampling on tradition. We are not overlooking 
the importance of all of those things that we hold dear 
in the past. Sometimes some things make sense. This 
is one of them that make sense. And so I believe that 
if we move forward with this, as we will, we will hear in 
the times to come how fortunate it is for all of us to be 
able to have that extra . . . to have that day off after-
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wards and to be able to enjoy our holidays and make 
a long weekend of it on either side.  

So I feel that this is important. I certainly ap-
preciate the comments that have been made by the 
Opposition, but I do believe that we on this side of the 
House and I believe a great group throughout Bermu-
da and a large segment of our community will appre-
ciate what we are doing here today, will accept the 
fact that it makes sense, and will ask us to continue 
on and enjoy the holiday in the fine tradition that it is, it 
falling on that absolute Friday. 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Member. 
 Does any other Member wish to speak to it? 
 I recognise the Honourable Member from 
constituency 2. Honourable Member Swan, you have 
the floor. 
 
Mr. Hubert (Kim) E. Swan: “The 24th May is the 
Queen’s birthday. If we don’t get a holiday we will all 
run away.” 

And I think it is important because children 
who were born in the late ’50s and ’60s remember 
those chants and remember them well. In the late ’70s 
and, indeed, the late ’60s, with respect to racial dis-
turbances, the rioting that took place and the like, 
there were many commissions that persons can go 
back and read up on. And I appreciate the Minister 
responsible for bringing the Bill and providing a bit of 
historical context to where we are. 

I heard the argument made that other jurisdic-
tions have dates fixed. Canada has Victoria Day to 
celebrate Queen Victoria, which is May 24th. It was 
actually Queen Victoria’s birthday, okay? Bermuda 
had May 24th for the same reason. And for reasons 
associated with serious racial problems that still exist 
today. And still the problem has not gone away from 
us. The problems that you talk about, if you read the 
Wooding Report, if you read the Pitt Report, if you 
read the Kenneth Clark Report, which was a report 
commissioned by a former Premier (the late Sir David 
Gibbons) where Kenneth Clark, a noted associate 
with Dr. Martin Luther King, came to Bermuda (he was 
friends with the late Dr. Stanley Ratteray), [he] com-
missioned a report on compiling some of these very 
things that were taking place, some of the same 
things that have not gone away. And the one thing 
that we hung onto because I guess there was some 
horse-trading, just like you have persons today that 
feel aggrieved because we may be moving away from 
May 24th, I am sure there were some persons that 
were looking at how the Government of that day had 
to move away from the Floral Pageant, had to move 
away, and we were going to have a Bermuda Day. 

Bermuda has become very materialistic, to 
our detriment in many respects. I have spoken about 
that before. Some of the persons who have (I believe, 
the Honourable Member Mr. Weeks, I wish him well, I 

look forward to his return, who spoke very passionate-
ly about this) heard it directly from educators who felt 
the need would best serve our community. They are 
on the front line. Memorial Day and Bermuda Day 
used to be somewhat close, indeed. I would take the 
situation that is being presented here today, this Bill, 
and look at the opportunities that lie in it for us as a 
country.  

America will have a long weekend with Memo-
rial Day. Yes? On a Monday in which, hopefully, our 
marketing efforts with the BTA will look at that week-
end to get more people to come to our shores. The 
BTA will now have a long weekend in which to look at 
reasons to cause people to come to our shores. It 
could very well be a marketing opportunity. 

So, the same persons who the Honourable 
Member, Mr. Furbert, spoke about who may not have 
been excited about something lost on one hand will 
certainly turn their efforts into the opportunities that 
align with them in regard to this long weekend and 
how it could provide many business opportunities. 
And Mr. and Mrs. Bermuda and their children, who the 
Honourable Member, Mr. Weeks, would have been 
concerned about, and the teachers . . . the people 
who are going to do well irrespective of what is taking 
place are persons in the business community who will 
craft their mind around, Okay, it’s a long weekend, 
how best can we market this situation to . . . and right 
they should. And right they should. 

But let us not feel so wedded to May 24th be-
cause it is the first day of jumping overboard, because 
I remember a little tradition had occurred in another 
life when I found myself jumping overboard on Good 
Friday. Remember? A nice little kite-flying thing taking 
place up at Horseshoe Bay . . . people went over-
board on Good Friday a couple of weeks before 
May 24th. But when it was convenient, people walked 
away from that day and that wonderful event that 
brought many tourists together. Thankfully for Chews-
tick . . . and I do not know if they are still able, but it 
has been passed on along the line down the line. 

So, let us not build these straw men for the 
sake of argument for argument’s sake. Let us take the 
counsel of educators who are on the front line and let 
us not trivialise by looking at it and saying, Hey, you 
know, toughen up or whatever. We have serious so-
cial problems in our community. The same reason 
why there was the need for a Wooding Report, the 
same reason there was a need for a Pitt Report, the 
same reason there was a need for a Kenneth Clark 
Report, it is the same reason why those same reports 
are needed now. They are needed in Bermuda today 
when we talk about community and cultural, in this 
element. They are needed today as it relates to what 
took place with the recession [and] who were impact-
ed—the same children. The same children as it re-
lates to materialism. The same children. 

So a Minister who has heard the cries of a 
former Minister, and a Member of this House whose 
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constituency has been beset by the worst of the worst 
of social disruption in this country—murders—felt it 
necessary, hearing from his community of which he is 
a part and represents well, that this would be a good 
measure. And instead . . . and look, the arguments 
were made as to people wedded to days. But Canada 
in observing Victoria Day moved away from May 24th 
and made it the first Monday before. So, Victoria Day 
could very well, in Canada, be five or six days before 
May 24th. 

So, you know, you can make an argument. 
There are enough arguments around the Common-
wealth to go around for this. But I hang my hat on the 
advice of the Member who felt strongly, being con-
nected closely with the community and his community, 
and through education, that it would serve us well to 
look at that. And I am prepared to go with him be-
cause as I listen I have seen people have the oppor-
tunity to look back at the Wooding Report, look back 
at the Pitt Report, look back at the Kenneth Clark Re-
port and see for themselves the similarities to what 
they were saying in 1977 and 1968, to 2017 and 2015 
and 2012 and . . . it not resonate. 

So, Mr. Speaker, it is a lot more than just the 
Government having the votes. It is more than that. 
The Member was bringing this forward and advocating 
for a Friday [when] in Opposition. And so, from that 
point of view, I am prepared to hang my hat with that 
Member and this Minister on this measure. Because if 
we do not recognise that if New Year’s Eve, [the] New 
Year’s celebration, the holiday follows after New 
Year’s Eve, let us not make a mistake, the partying 
takes place on December 31st, okay? So, if there is a 
person who comes here and says we need a holiday 
on the day after New Year’s Day . . . No! The New 
Year’s . . . and that is not really for the children, [but 
for] the adults out there. 

But May 24th, Bermuda Day, as we once knew 
it, May 30th, now it may be May 31st, as it will be 
known as Bermuda Day. And why was it necessary 
for the country to have to look at a Bermuda Day and 
move away from Victoria Day in the first place, the 
Queen’s birthday, in the first place? And along the 
way get a little wedded to a date rather than . . . and 
keep the date but lose the name of the person whose 
birthday it was. So let us not really, really, truly, if we 
are being totally honest, be distancing ourselves away 
from that simply because we want to make that argu-
ment. 

I am prepared, Mr. Speaker, to say that the 
Honourable Member from Pembroke, Mr. Weeks, who 
along with, I am sure, Minister Roban and Members 
who have constituencies in that area, are far more 
connected with some of the social problems in this 
country than other Members simply because that is 
their constituency. And when I say that, I do not say it 
disrespectfully because I am blessed to be connected 
with a constituency as well. But I have canvassed in 
others. I have visited parents and families in other 

constituencies because of circumstances in a former 
role. If Member Weeks was here right about now he 
would start chuckling because I would remind him that 
I went knocking on a few doors in his constituency 
one time and he said, I was mad because you guys 
walked away with 37 votes that time—may he rest in 
peace, Keith Young. 

So I am here to say, Mr. Speaker, the argu-
ment for this Day is one connected with children, the 
most vulnerable in our society today. Some may say 
seniors. I say, no. I say the children because the 
mind-set and the sea in which they have to swim is 
not of their making. The materialism that they have to 
guard against is not of their making. It is up to us to 
look to do things that are going to best help them. And 
I certainly want to be a part of that, and I know our 
Government will be a part of those solutions. 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 Does any other Honourable Member wish to 
speak? 
 I recognise the Honourable Member, Ms. 
Jackson. Honourable Member Jackson, you have the 
floor. 
 
Ms. Susan E. Jackson: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 I just want to touch on the cultural aspect of 
the 24th of May, which is now Bermuda Day. I have to 
be honest with you, Mr. Speaker, I do not have any 
particular connection to the historical background. And 
I believe that most people in Bermuda have their own 
definition for the 24th of May. But the point is that no 
matter what the definition is, based on your age, for 
what the 24th of May, Bermuda Day, resembles, I want 
to know what the Government is going to do to define 
and identify what our new Bermuda Day is going to 
look like on a Friday. So all of the messaging and his-
torical background that is connected to the 24th of 
May— 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
The Speaker: Members, Members, Members! 
 
Ms. Susan E. Jackson: —is now being diluted, Mr. 
Speaker. It is all being diluted.  

So that history, that historical trail that . . . you 
know, the Member that just spoke got up loves to tell 
the story, give a sequential rendition of the historical 
path. Now there will not be anything on the Friday at 
the end of the month of May. So now we are going to 
have to redefine that. I am not saying that there is an-
ything wrong with that, Mr. Speaker. I am just saying, 
What are we going to tell our children that this new 
Day is going to be all about? What is its identity? Is it 
the identity of my mom and dad stay in bed all day 
Saturday because that is what this new day means? It 
does not . . . just let us get some definition there and 
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let us make sure that if we are going to move the Day, 
that there is some sort of cultural richness around it, 
Mr. Speaker, and not let it be a day off. 
 Now, the 24th of May to me was the first day 
you got in the water. Mr. Speaker, I did not get in the 
water on the 24th of May but once, to find out that it is 
too cold for me. But the point still sits with me that cul-
turally I know that day as the 24th of May. And for me it 
is my first day of summer, whether I get in the water or 
not. That is the day I get to peel off some of the winter 
and begin to get ready for the summer. So, if that is 
what we want this last day of the month of May, the 
last Friday in the month of May to look like, then we 
are going to have to start to have some kind of con-
versation so that this story transitions to this new holi-
day.  

And it is going to take some work. It is going 
to take a new conversation because we are up 
against some serious risks. And the risks are, Mr. 
Speaker, that there are people who are going to be 
out there partying and they are going to be getting 
hung-over and this holiday is going to be about a big 
party, which is fine. But let us make sure that we are 
responsible. And, at best, Mr. Speaker, we are finding 
some kind of cultural definition to go with that new day 
so that it means something to the next generation. 
Because I bet you . . . I bet you, Mr. Speaker, if we 
were to go out there right now there is a generation of 
young people out there that have a very different defi-
nition of the history of Bermuda Day right now on the 
24th of May than some of our Members across the 
floor. 

So, all I am saying is that if we are going to 
move it, make sure that we move it with some defini-
tion and understanding. 

Now, I am very concerned and I would like to 
know what the Government is going to do to provide 
safety around a Friday holiday with the Saturday and 
Sunday off. Because we all know that the reality is 
that people are going to be consuming a lot of alcohol, 
people are going to be staying up late, out on the 
streets late at night.— 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Ms. Susan E. Jackson: —If we are going to have a 
parade— 
 
The Speaker: Members, Members. 
 
Ms. Susan E. Jackson: —if we are going to have a 
parade, Mr. Speaker— 
 
The Speaker: Members, Members. 
 
Ms. Susan E. Jackson: —and we all know the pa-
rade goes into the early evening and after dark and 
people . . . I have been, I have been— 
 

[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Ms. Susan E. Jackson: I know. I am just saying, Mr. 
Speaker, that if we end up with a Friday holiday and 
our incidence of road traffic accidents, driving while 
under the influence, and any other kind of social dep-
rivation takes place on that Friday, I just want this new 
Government to be aware of the fact that they will have 
to take some responsibility to either find a way to keep 
ourselves safe during that Friday night holiday, or to 
get the message out there well in advance so that 
people understand that this is not necessarily a free-
for-all and that we can have a lawless evening— 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Ms. Susan E. Jackson: —where we can do what we 
want, we can party, we can drink— 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
The Speaker: Members! Members! 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Ms. Susan E. Jackson: —alcohol, and there is abso-
lutely no framework in place— 
 
The Speaker: Members. Members, you will have your 
turn to respond. 
 Members. 
 Continue on. 
 
Ms. Susan E. Jackson: We will have people on their 
boats, they will be out on the water, and they are not 
going to have to go back into port early in the evening 
in order to prepare for the next day. There are going 
to be lots and lots of room for unsafe environments, 
Mr. Speaker, and I am just challenging the Govern-
ment to prepare themselves. 
 So, the definition of the holiday to keep that 
cultural side and also for— 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Point of order, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. Yield for a point of order. 
 Your point of order? 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Mr. Speaker, how can 
a Member of this Honourable House stand up and 
insinuate that because a holiday is going to be on Fri-
day they will have more accidents, more lawlessness? 
I do not know anywhere in the records where [it 
shows] that we are going to have more accidents on a 
Friday or lawlessness on Friday. Do not mislead the 
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House like that because we may have some of our 
children listening to you— 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: And you do not want 
our children to listen to that. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Member. 
 
Ms. Susan E. Jackson: Mr. Speaker, I would also 
like to speak to the fact that because it becomes a 
long weekend there are a couple of things that may 
happen. 

One is that, again, culturally we may be dilut-
ing this holiday by more people taking the opportunity 
to travel. And so if we find that more people are 
choosing to travel and have a long weekend over-
seas, there is a holiday in the United States that is 
probably that same weekend, [been] on enough years 
for it to make a difference for us in Bermuda, that they 
will travel overseas. Our cultural heritage and the cel-
ebration of our holiday will be further diluted because 
there will be a lack of interest in it because people will 
now take the opportunity to travel. And it is a very real 
and . . . real threat to the sustainability of our holiday 
moving forward. 

Now the other piece for me which is of con-
cern . . . I work in Hamilton so, you know, I get the 
challenge of having to get up and go to work every 
day. But I also see that if we are going to have a holi-
day at the end of the month, Mr. Speaker, there are a 
number of people that are not going to be paid when 
that holiday comes along. 

 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Ms. Susan E. Jackson: And that can cause a level of 
frustration where— 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Ms. Susan E. Jackson: —when it is a floating day 
there are other opportunities that can be made to af-
ford the weekend. So not having access to your funds 
could become a challenge. And I am just raising it, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 Aside from the fact that no matter what you 
retail—whether you are a small entrepreneur or 
whether you are a large business here in Bermuda—
having the Friday off is a significant drop in retail vol-
ume, clearly. And the Saturday following will be a 
substantial drop because people will take advantage 
and stay home to rest. So having two days without the 
flow of the economy, especially at the end of the 
month, does put a strain on our entrepreneurs just as 
much as it does for our big business.  
 So in closing, Mr. Speaker, I am just reiterat-
ing my major concern, that we are able to hold onto 

the cultural aspect, no matter how we want to define 
this new Bermuda Day, that we make sure that there 
is some clear definition and that we communicate that 
with the public so that it is not diluted into something 
that is just social. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Member. 
 Does any other Member wish to speak? 
 I recognise the Honourable Deputy Premier. 
Deputy Premier, you have the floor. 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 I am going to choose to go down a different 
route than some of the previous contributors to this 
debate today. Firstly, I applaud the Minister for bring-
ing this Bill. The Bill represents a clear aspiration of 
many of the people whom we have canvassed and 
[who] elected [us] to serve for a number of years. 

This is a measure that has been quite con-
sistently a part of the PLP’s agenda for a number of 
years. [It was] pioneered by the Honourable Member 
who sits in constituency 16, the Honourable Member 
Mr. Weeks, for very constructive reasons. And I am 
not going to go back over that debate or seek to re-
hash some of the pertinent points that have been 
made already. 

But what I would like to ask to be contemplat-
ed, Mr. Speaker, by this House and by the listening 
public and those who are thinking about this issue [is], 
Do we preserve tradition and custom to the detriment 
of society or to the old value of those traditions? I 
think these are important questions, but they are not 
questions that Bermuda has not dealt with already in 
the past. We have heard a quite thorough coverage 
by the Honourable Minister who sits in constituency 
29 about the history and origins of May 24th and where 
that has gone and where it is now. And that now ex-
emplifies what was changed post the recommenda-
tions of the Pitt Report in 1977 [sic]. 

What that exemplifies firstly, Mr. Speaker, is 
under certain circumstances change was seen as re-
quired and changes were made to ensure the en-
hancement and appreciation of a tradition. It repre-
sented something else prior to that point, and the 
change was made to reinvigorate the appreciation. 
Prior to then it was more seen as a colonial symbol, 
which did not necessarily connect with many in the 
community in its meaning, so change was prescribed 
and taken on to make it more meaningful, from Victo-
ria’s birthday to Empire Day to Bermuda Day. So 
there we see an effort, even in the circumstances of 
what we are discussing— 

 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: —change was already pre-
scribed. 
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The Speaker: Minister, Minister. Pay attention next 
time, see? Thank you. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
The Speaker: Continue, Deputy. 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. You 
can have a comment with that Honourable Member 
later about his behaviour. 
 We have seen this before, Mr. Speaker, so it 
is extraordinary [to] hear such histrionics from certain 
quarters about what is being prescribed here today. 
And some of the other changes we have seen happen 
in the past were even more severe. I was not around . 
. . in my 51 years, you know, I am a young fellow. But 
there are things that happened in the past that per-
haps you and others who are maybe one or two years 
older than me, Mr. Speaker, remember.  

We had an Easter Parade which existed for 
many years which many people saw as an embedded 
tradition in the country. It is gone. I never had the 
benefit of experiencing that. I am sure that at the time 
when that was made people raised certain concerns 
as well. But here we are . . . here we are! Guy Fawkes 
Day, again, before my time. Perhaps a few up in this 
House that remember it. That was also an embedded 
tradition, centuries of celebration. And I am not going 
to back to what Guy Fawkes [Day] was about; it goes 
back centuries in celebration as a part of the British 
experience, right? 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: Well, the celebration was cel-
ebrating a victory over a terrorist act actually, if you 
want to think about it like [that]. Perhaps, you know, 
the name attached is to a terrorist who tried to do 
something, and the celebration is celebrating the vic-
tory over that act that was taken. But that was an em-
bedded tradition here. I still hear people talking about 
how they used to let off their fireworks here in Bermu-
da. It is gone. But the country survived and continued. 
 Let us even talk about Cup Match. Cup Match 
was celebrated. Everybody knows what it is, it was 
whoever held the Cup kept the Cup and the game 
was always played on their grounds until such time as 
the Cup was won [by another team]. That is how it 
was for most of its history. And then by mutual 
agreement— 
 
[Laughter and inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: I am not going to be swayed 
by St. George’s chirpers, Mr. Speaker. I am not going 
to be swayed. 
 
[Laughter] 
 

Hon. Walter H. Roban: I am not going to be . . . I am 
not going to be unduly influenced by the voices of the 
East. I will continue— 
 
The Speaker: Do not worry, Deputy. The record is 
clear on who has won more times. The record is dis-
tinctly clear. 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: I will stay very focused on you 
and— 
 
The Speaker: Distinctly clear. 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: —not be swayed by the East. 
 Mr. Speaker, so the decision was made mu-
tually to have it that the Cup went . . . it changed each 
. . ., no matter what happened. Cup Match is still here. 
Anybody complaining? 
 
The Speaker: Somerset is still winning. 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: We are still celebrating those 
two days. 
 
The Speaker: Somerset is still winning. 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: We have a good time too, 
whether it is St. George’s or Somerset. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: So, there are many examples 
where tradition and customs have been modified to 
the betterment of the celebration and to the people 
upon whom it is a part of. And this very holiday has 
been exemplified in its own existence by such chang-
es.  

We have done other things. You know, the 
Queen’s birthday celebration has become Heroes 
Weekend. Now there may be other celebrations 
around which people are more engaged. It may not 
actually have to do with Bermuda Heroes, but that is 
beside the point. The point is that a change was made 
to that [holiday] which seemingly has been by and 
large embraced by the community. To some it has 
made it more meaningful, more relevant. 
 So here we are, once again, presented with a 
modification, I might say. Not an elimination like we 
did to Guy Fawkes and we did to the Easter Parade, 
but a modification to enhance the appreciation, the 
celebration, and the function and relevance of the hol-
iday, and some seem to have some trepidation with 
that. And I appreciate that because, certainly, in the 
past the PLP has sought itself in Government to make 
modifications, and the others responded and the PLP 
acted accordingly. 

But here we are, again, and I believe that the 
changes that are prescribed are meaningful. They do 
not change the relevance. They do not change the 
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meaning. They do not change the importance of the 
celebration. Some may argue that this . . . and this is 
just a very orthodox view to some. This was always a 
colonial holiday, and it remains one. It is not important 
to me. But even that has evolved into something more 
important to Bermuda and we understand that and the 
importance it has around it, the participation of young 
people and children. 

And if I can just perhaps make a jump to an-
other jurisdiction, which is Trinidad . . . and the Hon-
ourable Member who sits in constituency 21 will ap-
preciate, perhaps, some of what I am saying and oth-
ers who have an affinity for the Republic of Trinidad 
and Tobago and the celebration of Carnival that they 
have. Now, one of the components that they have with 
that because, obviously, that tradition comes out of 
other things, but it has become something else. It 
comes out of an Orthodox Catholic celebration around 
the Lent, right? That is where it comes out of. It comes 
out of Europe.  

But guess what? Whether you go to Brazil, 
whether you go to New Orleans, whether you go to 
Trinidad, whether you go to many islands, Haiti or 
whatever, it has become something else and embed-
ded in the culture. But there is one thing that I, myself, 
having been to the Trinidad Carnival, was impressed 
with. It was the involvement of children. They have a 
Kiddies Carnival. And the Kiddies Carnival, anybody 
who has been, is in some cases bigger than the adult 
carnival. The involvement of children through the pro-
cess of going into the carnival is almost like a national 
priority. And the colour and the enthusiasm around the 
children’s’ involvement is unbelievable. 

So, certainly, the formula that embraces the 
need to ensure that our children have a fulfilling expe-
rience around the holiday helps to ensure its perpetui-
ty, its continuance, its relevance, its future. And I think 
that is part of what has been prescribed here today as 
to how we make this holiday relevant, perpetual, and 
a part of the future beyond those of us who sit in this 
House. 

This is a prescription for modification, Mr. 
Speaker. No more than that. It does not change the 
meaning. It does not change the relevance or the pur-
pose. But it will certainly enhance the experience of it 
for many people. There are other opportunities that 
might be carved from the holiday with this modifica-
tion. And let us see where that goes. There will be 
others who will deal with that going forward. It is not 
for us in this House, other than let us continue to ex-
perience it and promote its relevance because there is 
so much more than just May 24th. There is a whole 
month of May, which has also come out of the holiday, 
which did not exist at first. But is a heritage celebra-
tion, let us not forget that, Mr. Speaker, of which we 
try and embed a celebration of Bermudian identity and 
heritage. And that does not just happen on the one 
day. We have the race, of course, but from all those 
pieces have sprung up other opportunities and we 

must take them, as we have done in the past. We 
have a whole month to celebrate our heritage—fine—
we should not leave it to a month, but the month is the 
focus. 

So let us not get caught up in . . . my Honour-
able Member colleague who sits in constituency 1 
talked about the straw man argument. Let us not get 
caught up in that. Let us deal with how we ensure that 
we respond in a way that ensures the preservation 
and relevance of our cultural experiences in this coun-
try when, in some cases, people have felt in the re-
cent past that they have been attacked and de-
meaned and undervalued. And still some people feel 
that way, that we still [need to] have a big conversa-
tion about what is valued in Bermuda and what is not. 
That is still a conversation that this country has not yet 
truly had in its fullness, Mr. Speaker.  

So let us be here today. Let us understand 
that this is a step to ensure the continuance, the cul-
tural relevance and preservation of an important expe-
rience of our community, not to the detriment of some 
component who we want to ensure is included and a 
part of it. So I stand here in support of the Bill, believ-
ing that it will bring about good opportunities and will 
ensure that our young people’s experiences with it in 
the future . . . because if you embed a positive experi-
ence with them now they will be the representatives 
and the champions long after we have gone from this 
House for that same day because of their positive ex-
perience as youth.  

And I would just like to express my interest. I 
was actually a very young child (well, not that young) 
in 1980 or so when the very first parade was held. I 
was in that. I was a part of that contingent with Choy 
Aming that did something around the carnival, me and 
my sister. So I remember being a part of that, and it 
was really exciting to be a part of that. So there was 
change . . . the modifications were made and it 
brought in a new experience for a whole lot of people, 
including myself as a young person in 1980, or what-
ever that first year was. So let us ensure we do the 
same— 

 
The Speaker: [It was] 1979. 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: —for the young people of this 
generation, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: Thank you very much. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 Does any other Member wish to speak? 
 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
 

HOUSE VISITOR 
 



Official Hansard Report 17 November 2017 615 
 

 Bermuda House of Assembly 

The Speaker: Before I recognise the Honourable 
Member, I am going to just acknowledge in the Gal-
lery that we have one of our former Members, former 
MP Neletha Butterfield is in the Gallery. 
 
[Desk thumping] 
 
The Speaker: I would just like to acknowledge her 
presence. 
 
[Public Holidays Amendment Act 2017, second read-
ing, debate continuing.] 
 
The Speaker: Honourable Member from constituen-
cy 19. 
 Honourable Member Atherden, you have the 
floor. 
 
Mrs. Jeanne J. Atherden: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I want to make it absolutely clear 
from the outset that I do not believe that anybody on 
this side wants to say anything with respect to the 24th 
May holiday in terms of not believing that it is im-
portant that we have the culture, and not believing that 
we want to make sure that Bermudians have the op-
portunity to recognise that we are Bermudians and do 
things that are enjoyable. 
 I think there are only two things, two observa-
tions, that I wanted to make. When we had the con-
versation with Minister Weeks way back and when he 
first brought his Bill (and at that stage he was the Op-
position Member), we listened to what he said. I lis-
tened to what he had to say because I was a little 
concerned that the focus seemed to be on the chil-
dren in terms of the impact on the children. And when 
I heard the focus on the impact on the children, it was 
relating to them being tired the next day and not being 
able to perform in school. Therefore, the impetus of 
the Bill seemed to be changing so that in school the 
next day they would not have these issues. That 
caused me, at that point in time, to reflect on what 
children were doing in general as it relates to other 
activities that might impact on them in school on a 
regular basis. I had to stop and think that our children 
right now are involved in a lot of extracurricular activi-
ties that take place during the week that cause them 
to be up late, that cause them to have to have their 
parents turn and try and manage the time they get to 
bed, how much rest they get, what they have to do in 
the morning, the type of preparation so that they are 
at school and able to perform. 
 So, Mr. Speaker, from my perspective it was 
not so much the fact that this particular event was 
causing children to not be able to perform in [school] 
the next day because, as I say, they, the kids, are do-
ing all of these things already. Therefore, I could not 
think that this issue was so strong as to warrant us 
turning around and changing something that had 
[such] a history and had been there for a long time. 

So, from my perspective I still continue to look at what 
our parents do. 
 And the other thing that I concluded was that 
perhaps it was not so much of the kids being able to 
get up and get organised, but the fact that . . . be-
cause I also looked at the number of children that are 
in the parade on a regular basis. And I looked at the 
number of events in June that you have . . . and if you 
look at the kids’ calendar in June, all the recitals and 
all of the various items that are happening, they are 
out there for four and five nights during the week, 
back to back. And at least two of those are school 
days where they have to go to school the next day 
and do what is important, but their parents manage to 
get them there. The parents make sure that they are 
organised.  

And these things that they are involved in go 
on into the evening. It is not like the Bermuda Day 
Parade. It does not go on into the evening. The events 
that many times their parents are involved in go on 
into the evening, and that is when I concluded that 
maybe it was not so much what the children were do-
ing during the day in the Bermuda Parade, it was ac-
tually what their parents were doing as it relates to 
enjoying the holiday. 
 So all I am just saying is that I think it is im-
portant for us, when we decide why to move it, to 
make sure that we are looking at the real part of the 
problem as it relates to the kids not being able to per-
form. 

And the only other observation I wanted to 
make with respect to making a change, I suddenly 
remembered . . . I said, okay, when we came up with 
Heroes Day Weekend, I reminded myself that, at one 
stage, we used to have a holiday that would fall on a 
particular day in June. And when we changed that we 
had a lot of discussion about how we would change it, 
whether we would change it to the Friday or the Mon-
day, because the belief was that we should have a 
long weekend. Now, for whatever reason we chose 
that the long weekend was going to be the Monday.  

Now my recollection was that back at that 
point in time there was a lot of discussion about the 
Monday and the fact that it would make the long 
weekend. Therefore, from a tourism point of view, 
people would be coming down from the US and [it] 
made it quite a good holiday for them to do things. I 
think also that my recollection was that it got around 
the other problem which we always have to worry 
about when you have a holiday on a Saturday, for 
those people who already do not work on a Saturday, 
then that means that they are having their holiday on 
the Monday. And then you ended up having this whole 
issue of which shops are open, which shops are not 
open, and who is in school and who is not.  

So I thought, if I think about those lines, then 
we have gone away from where it started, which was 
the children. Because remember, that is what it was 
all about; it was all about the children. It was not about 
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who is going to be working or whatever; it was the 
children. And I thought, okay, well, maybe we have to 
recognise that . . . why are we changing it? Is it im-
portant enough, as it relates to the children, that we 
do change? And if the Government decides that it is 
going to do that, all I am saying is that I would like to 
think that as we go forward we will continue to look at 
what I call the culture, because I do believe that the 
children have enough other activities that they are 
involved in that we, as parents, should be able to 
manage that one day a year to be able to make sure 
that they get there.  

And the last point I want to make is the fact 
that I know back then there were some polls that were 
done of ordinary people. It was not a poll that was 
done of businesses, et cetera; it was a poll that was 
done of ordinary people about whether we should 
change the 24th of May to some other day. And at that 
point in time the people were not in favour of it. But 
times change, people’s perception, why they want to 
do things change. That is what life is like. Life is fluid 
and you go with the flow. 

So, I just want to draw to the population’s at-
tention that whatever we do there are going to be 
some knock-on consequences. We just have to make 
sure that the cultural aspect is maintained and that we 
recognise that Bermuda Day is a day for us to re-
member that we are all Bermudians and that we are 
all here trying to enjoy the fact that we live on this 
small Island. 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Member. 
 Does any other Member wish to speak? 
 Go quick, quick, quickly . . . I recognise the 
Honourable Member from constituency 1. Honourable 
Member Ming, you have the floor. 
 
Mrs. Renee Ming: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, and good 
afternoon listening audience. 
 I thought that I would take some time to add 
something to this debate, seeing as I am a mommy 
and I have a daughter who marches on 24th of May, 
and has for the last three years. I have listened to the 
debate, but I actually find it quite interesting and I 
guess it is very telling sometimes of what is important 
to some people and what is not important to some 
people, and what some people have and can do.  
 But what I wanted to bring to the debate to-
day, Mr. Speaker, is the fact that we are not here try-
ing to change what the holiday means. We are not. 
We are trying to, in some ways, provide some level of 
relief. Now, you may smirk at this a little, but outside 
of here I have dishes, clothes, hair, baths, homework, 
supper, buy this, do that, whatever else, all right? That 
is what mommies do. And I am not saying that dad-
dies do not. I am speaking [about] what I know, and 
that is being a mommy, okay? Those are the things 
that mommies do. 

 And so, 24th of May, 25th of May, 26th of May . 
. . it is no different. 
 
The Speaker: Mm-hmm. 
 
Mrs. Renee Ming: But on the 24th, the Bermuda Day 
holiday that we celebrate, we happen to have a pa-
rade to celebrate our uniqueness, our Bermudianism. 
And so what we are here today to put forth, Mr. 
Speaker, is relief.  

We have talked about it for many years. I 
know that my colleague, MP Weeks, has been up and 
down discussing what this holiday, this change, 
means, and definitely in terms of our school kids. I 
stand here today partly for our children because I am 
hopeful for their future. And being concerned about 
their future means that I am supportive of this be-
cause their education is important to me because that 
is part of their future.  

Now, I am not going to get into the whole what 
a parent should do versus extracurricular, and we are 
not here to tell you how to parent either. We are here 
because we are giving you a little bit of relief. We 
identify that our children are important—each and 
every one of them—not just my children, to me, your 
children, your grandchildren, our children.  
 And so what this will do is ensure that on 
Monday they are ready to go to school. They are rest-
ed and they are ready to go to school. I am one who 
talks. And I talk to a lot of people. And I have even 
had some people who felt differently about this thing, 
but I can tell you that the impact . . . well, the data . . . 
well, there is not really any data because it is just 
people that talk to you, but they were supportive be-
cause they understand. 
 And so when we sit here today and we talk 
about this, I just want to make sure that we stay fo-
cused on what it is. Like Martin Luther King Day is 
celebrated the third Monday in January . . . the third 
Monday in January. Do you think if it was celebrated 
on another day the cultural relevance of his accom-
plishments and his achievements would be gone? It is 
the day. You could probably give me a Bermuda Day 
in August. I do not like hot weather, but I would still be 
out there and I would still support it. We are not . . . do 
not lose the focus of what it is we are here to talk 
about, okay?  

That is just where I am going with this be-
cause, like I said, you hear so many things. But as a 
mom, I see it as a little bit of relief. I am not a lazy 
mom. I do the best I can, you know. I did not grocery 
shop in July—I tell you that. But what I am just trying 
to say is do not get caught all up in, is it going to lead 
to more accidents and this and that. That could hap-
pen any Friday. 

Do you want to know what happens? Look at 
police blogs and see what happens over the week-
ends. And as a Government we are not here to just 
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make you safe on a particular day, our role is to make 
you safe [365] days a year. 

So that extra security and all of that, that is 
nonsense to me in a way, Mr. Speaker, because we 
are here to make you are safe all the time, okay? 
 And other things that need to change—those 
are behavioural changes that we have to work on—
and I do not mean that as a Government, I mean that 
as a people.  
 So, Mr. Speaker, I am not even going to be 
long up here because I just wanted— 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 
[Laughter] 
 
Mrs. Renee Ming: —to throw my something onto this 
table today. But I think you understand and I am hop-
ing that my colleagues and the listeners understand 
exactly where I was going with this. 
 Thank you. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Member. 
 Does any other Member wish to speak? 
 No one else from the other side? 
 I recognise the Honourable Member from 
constituency 7. Honourable Member Richards, you 
have the floor. 
 
Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: Thank you, Mr. Speak-
er, and thank you once again, Premier, for enabling 
me to talk today. I seem to be a little slow getting on 
my feet. 
 The Bermuda Day holiday is my favourite hol-
iday. Out of all the holidays that we have—Cup Match, 
Christmas, Good Friday—I love Bermuda Day. It is a 
wonderful day when we get to celebrate being Ber-
mudian. I enjoy the parade; I enjoy the festivities be-
fore and after the parade. Those who go swimming on 
Bermuda Day, I enjoy that too. So, it is a wonderful 
holiday. 
 And the debate today is an interesting one 
because it is a debate that I have been having with 
Minister Weeks probably over the last four years or 
so. And when he initially approached me with it he 
made complete sense . . . it made complete sense to 
me. You know, when Bermuda Day falls in the middle 
of the week and the kids are out there in the hot sun . 
. . my daughter did it one time, she never did it again. 
She said it was too hot and the parade was too long, 
so she was a one and done. 

But it makes sense to me to have it where it 
ties in with the weekend. So the options were have 
the holiday on a Friday or have the holiday on a Mon-
day. Well, if you have the holiday on a Monday it is 
not really alleviating the challenges it is giving us now 
where the day after Bermuda Day the kids are tired 
and they are not showing up to school, and some par-
ents are probably going into work a little hung-over 

and they are tired and they are sunburnt and all of that 
stuff. So, it made sense to me. 

The challenge I had is that when we were 
Government we polled this with the Bermuda public. 
We said okay, we can do a poll. It would not hurt. Let 
us see what the polling results say. And to my sur-
prise, Mr. Speaker, when the polling results came 
back—if I can recall correctly—across every demo-
graphic, every age group, the majority of Bermudians 
wanted Bermuda Day to stay on May 24th, which was 
shocking to me because I recall, even up until the last 
Bermuda Day, going to the parade on Cedar Avenue 
with my family and we were all camped out and eve-
ryone was having a good time. And people would 
come up to me and say, Man, you’ve got to change 
the day. You’ve got to change the day. How come you 
don’t change the day? And I would say, Well, you 
know, we polled it and the majority of people who re-
sponded to the poll—over 50 per cent—said no, keep 
it on the 24th of May. 

But I tell you what, Mr. Speaker, what that has 
told me is that I do not rely on polls anymore. 
 
[Laughter] 
 
Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: For a lot of reasons. I 
am not relying on polls anymore. People either lie or 
the polls are just wrong. 
 
The Speaker: Polls are a tricky thing . . . very tricky. 
 
Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: I do not rely on polls 
anymore.  
 
The Speaker: You learned that on July 18th, right? 
 
Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: I learned a lot of things 
on July 18th, Mr. Speaker, and that was one of them. 
 But in all seriousness, you know, I was not in 
the Chamber when the majority of the debate was 
going on, but I did listen on the radio and this is some-
thing I can support.  
 Bermuda Day is Bermuda Day. Whether it is 
on a Sunday, a Tuesday, a Wednesday, a Monday—
whatever—Bermudians are going to enjoy Bermuda 
Day. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 
Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: We are going to have 
the parade; we are going to have the Gombeys; [and] 
now the Soca, you know, it is evolving. The holiday is 
not what it was 20 years ago. So as the holiday 
evolves, I believe that we have to evolve also. So it 
just makes sense to me to have it on a Friday, and I 
look forward to enjoying the next Bermuda Day on a 
Friday and I can sleep in on a Saturday. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
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The Speaker: Thank you, Member. 
 Does any other Member wish to speak? 
 Mr. Premier, I believe you have the floor now. 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Thank you very much, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I thank the Honourable Member 
who just took his seat for his support of the Govern-
ment’s policy because, of course, it would seem as 
though they are at sixes and sevens over there in the 
Opposition. And it remains to be seen, you know, 
where the leadership is going to come from when they 
have their leadership election tomorrow. 
 But here is one thing that I would like to cau-
tion Members opposite, and I think that Members op-
posite should recall very clearly what took place on 
July 18th. And when I say “what took place on Ju-
ly 18th”, I am not saying it because we had an election, 
Mr. Speaker, because we all remember we had an 
election and we all remember that the Government 
won by about 18 or 19 points. What we must remem-
ber is that the former Government was relying on a 
polling firm that got the result 29 points wrong. So, 
Research Innovations [sic] said that the PLP will lose 
by 11 points [but] the PLP won by 18.5 points.  
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Sorry, my apologies, let me cor-
rect the record. What is the name of the polling com-
pany? 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Global Research—my apologies. 
Global Research, the people who the former Govern-
ment used, the same people the Royal Gazette used, 
had a poll and their poll was widely off. So to rely on 
those numbers I do not believe is accurate.  

And I think the Honourable Member who took 
his seat should trust his instincts and should trust 
what his constituents are telling him and should trust 
what those persons who are participating in our cele-
bration are saying and making sure that they want to 
make sure that they honour our heritage and cele-
brate our traditions because that is the most important 
point. 
 Now, Mr. Speaker, the debate which we have 
had today has sometimes been disappointing and at 
other times has bordered on the absurd. And it makes 
us question whether or not some people inside of this 
Chamber are actually grounded to reality because it is 
a very simple fact, Mr. Speaker. And I do not say it to 
cast aspersions on anyone, I just state it in a very 
clear fashion. And I think the honourable lady from 
constituency 1, who spoke from her perspective as a 
mother . . . some people in this House think that eve-
ryone has it as nice as them. They think that everyone 
has someone to wash the dishes, to clean their 

house, to get themselves ready, to take care of their 
household chores, without recognising that many of 
the workers—or most of the workers in this country—
do not have those privileges and benefits and have to 
balance those many different things given the limited 
time of day which many people have. 
 And so I want Members of this House to un-
derstand, to recognise, that when we debate these 
issues that not everybody in this country may come 
from the same place, have the same privileges and 
have the same benefits that those do. And recognise 
that the workers in this country deserve just as much 
time or a time to relax, as those who get to relax on 
most days because they have workers doing their 
chores for them, Mr. Speaker. And I say that with the 
greatest amount of respect, but also reality. 
 This Bill is very simple. It will not change the 
meaning of Bermuda Day. It will make sure that per-
sons are able to celebrate it and engage more fully in 
it and not have the repercussions for our young peo-
ple on the next day and otherwise. It is a minor 
change and with this minor change there will be a 
benefit to some in our society. And lest I say, there is 
very little downside to this, because we will still cele-
brate Bermuda Day. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Mr. Premier. 
 Minister, would you like to wrap us up? 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: I sure would, Mr. Speaker, 
thank you very much. 

Mr. Speaker, why are we here? Three years 
ago when MP Weeks brought this proposed change it 
was shut down by the then OBA Government. And if I 
remember correctly, the then Minister, Wayne Scott, I 
think, was almost in this very spot that I am standing 
in [and] said that a report had been commissioned, 
finished . . . and I remember us, when we were on that 
side, asking the Minister, Well, you don’t agree to it, 
you’re going to shut it down today (because they had 
the numbers at the time). We asked him if he was go-
ing to bring it back. And he said he would. And, of 
course, it never happened. 

So, here we are, Mr. Speaker. But I think it is 
only right that I give a few comments about some of 
the things I heard today, too, Mr. Speaker. And Mr. 
Speaker, when I hear words like we’re catering to 
lowering our standards . . . what kind of comment is 
that? We are lowering our standards? 

Mr. Speaker, we heard the Honourable Mem-
ber Dunkley say that a significant amount of people 
work on Saturdays. Well, it does not take a rocket sci-
entist to tell you what the real numbers are when most 
of the people work in this country, and it is not on Sat-
urdays. Some of the things we have heard today, Mr. 
Speaker! 

One thing that is correct and factual, Mr. 
Speaker, is that the statistic that was given by MP 
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Weeks three years ago was a fact that 15 per cent of 
our children were absent the next day from school. It 
was a fact. It is not a guess. We were not pulling 
numbers out of the sky. They were statistics that were 
given to us by the Department of Education. So that 
was a driving force behind it. 

Mr. Speaker, the Honourable Member MP 
Dunkley also said that, you know, there are too many 
gaps in the floats and people that are participating in 
the parade. They had four and a half years to fix that. 
Now you are complaining that, you know, There are 
too many gaps, why don’t you fix it? That is a quick 
fix. I do not think that is not something that would have 
taken four and a half years to sort out. I mean, they 
brought Michael MacLean’s water front project back 
here in about four months. But they could not fix a gap 
in a parade? And you are going to come up here to-
night and complain about the huge gaps between the 
participants? Really?  

And now, Mr. Speaker, when I hear the Hon-
ourable Member Dunkley talk about, This wasn’t in the 
Throne Speech, my gosh! Are you kidding me? If you 
remember, Mr. Speaker, the OBA had a Throne 
Speech and two weeks later—two weeks—they an-
nounced an airport deal. That was not in their Throne 
Speech! The audacity sometimes . . . the statements 
that are made sometimes. 

Mr. Speaker, it is our hope and belief that this 
change will give our people more pride.  

Mr. Speaker, the Honourable Opposition 
Leader talked about consultation and she very quickly 
reminded us of all the people that I told you had been 
consulted. And in that group was ABIC and ABIR. And 
the Honourable Member said, Well, they didn’t consult 
me. Or they did not consult some of the people in 
ABIC and ABIR. Well, what did the Honourable Mem-
ber want us to do? One minute you have a repre-
sentative of an organisation that you talk to, you would 
expect what? That this head of the organisation is go-
ing to talk to their people. An email takes two seconds 
to get out to 10,000 people—just hit the “send” button. 
Now, if the Honourable Member did not get that mes-
sage from the people whom they have heading those 
organisations, that is a problem she needs to take up 
with them.  

And Mr. Speaker, by the way, when you talk 
about consulting, and the Honourable Member Pat 
Gordon-Pamplin said that she did not hear me say 
that people were polled. Hmm! Well, Mr. Speaker, let 
us talk about the people that we did poll. We have 
Central Committee meetings twice a month, and let 
me assure the people in Bermuda and the Members 
of this House that no legislation comes to this place 
without discussing with our Central Committee people 
and our membership! 

 
[Desk thumping] 
 

Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: So, when you say we do 
not consult the people or you did not hear me say it, 
you know what? That is where it germinated from—
our people. 

And let me just mention something else. We 
have many of our members that are part and parcel of 
the community clubs in this country. We are very 
much in touch with the grassroots people of this coun-
try, whether it is through sporting clubs, community 
clubs, and/or canvassing. I think that is why you had 
the result in this House that you have today—a two to 
one margin. It is called staying in touch with your peo-
ple.  

We have to start lowering the bar, we were 
told. And we have to . . . you know, do not lower bars 
so that our children are not (my words) getting into 
bad habits or . . . what we are doing is . . . this is for 
our children. This is not about lowering the bar or low-
ering standards. This is for our children and some of 
our seniors, too. We still have a lot of our seniors that 
are working and participating in the parade and help-
ing their children and grandchildren. That is why we 
are doing this. 

Now, Mr. Speaker— 
 

The Speaker: Yes, wrap it up. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: —we had another Honour-
able Member, MP Jackson, who really, I think, 
shocked everybody in this House. Probably shocked 
some of her own Members with her comments. And 
she was saying that this is going to make a big party, 
as if we did not have a big party for the last 40 years 
on May 24th. What about the America’s Cup party? 
They partied for about six weeks, did they not? Gos-
lings [Rum] . . . Gosling must have made the most 
money he has ever made in his life—you talk about 
partying—$77 million worth of partying.  
 
[Crosstalk] 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: And then the Honourable 
Member Jackson had the nerve to talk about safety 
and boats. Well, what about all those millionaires that 
were out there drinking for six weeks on the water? I 
did not hear the Honourable Member get up and talk 
about safety on the water then. No, sir! But we are 
worried about one night— 
 
An Hon. Member: One day. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: One day. And I am not 
even going to go down the street when she mentioned 
lawless evening.  
 And with regard to her comment about people 
travelling, people are going to book trips, look at this 
example, Mr. Speaker. Suppose, all of a sudden now, 
families get to plan maybe a little weekend trip. So, if 
the Honourable Member is talking about, Oh, people 
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are going to be leaving the Island, I would like to think 
that some people might leave the Island [and] take 
advantage and take their children away, for those that 
do not stay on the Island, Mr. Speaker. So I think that 
that has a benefit. 
 Mr. Speaker, there is nothing in the date. 
There is nothing in this date whatsoever. It is about 
the celebration. And I know that my people in my Min-
istry and, of course, some people, some Members on 
the other side (because they had about three or four 
members of Social Development and Sport) they all 
know that the people in the Culture Department work 
hard. In fact, I think the Honourable Opposition Leader 
said how hard they work, and they do! I have seen 
that. I have witnessed that first-hand. But let me say 
that I think this change will bring about more cultural 
awareness. And what my people will do is try their 
best to bring out more culture with this change. 
 Let us face it, this was Queen Victoria’s birth-
day—even the UK has gotten over that, Mr. Speaker. 
 
[Laughter] 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: You know, the UK has got-
ten over it. So we need to get over it. 
 So with that, Mr. Speaker, I ask that the Bill be 
committed. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Deputy? Deputy? Deputy, the Bill is being 
committed. 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Oh, yes! 
 
[Inaudible interjections and laughter] 
 
[Pause] 
 

House in Committee at 4:02 pm 
 
[Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr., Chairman] 
 

COMMITTEE ON BILL 
 

PUBLIC HOLIDAYS AMENDMENT ACT 2017 
 
The Chairman: We are now in Committee of the 
whole House for further consideration of the Bill enti-
tled the Public Holidays Amendment Act 2017. 
 Minister, you can take the floor. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
 Mr. Chairman, I move that we move clauses 
. . . well, it is only two clauses. I move that we move 
both of them, with your indulgence. 
 
The Chairman: Carry on. 
 

Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Carry on? Thank you, Mr. 
Chairman. 
 Okay, Mr. Chairman, clause 1 is the citation. 
This Act, which amends the Public Holidays Act 1947, 
may be cited as the Public Holidays Amendment Act 
2017. 
 Clause 2 amends the Schedule. The Sched-
ule to the Public Holidays Act 1947 is amended by 
deleting “24th of May, as Bermuda Day, except that, 
where the 24th of May falls on a Saturday or Sunday, 
then the next following Monday shall be Bermuda 
Day” and inserting “Bermuda Day, the last Friday in 
May.” 
 
The Chairman: Any further speakers? 
 There appear to be none. 
 Minister, will you now move? 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Thank you, Mr. Chairman. 
 I move the Preamble. 
 
The Chairman: Yes, go ahead. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: And I move that the Bill be 
reported to the House as printed. 
 
The Chairman: But you have got to move the claus-
es, 1 and 2. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: I move clauses 1 and 2. 
 
The Chairman: Any objection to the clauses being 
approved? 
 There appear to be no objections. 
 
[Motion carried: Clauses 1 and 2 passed.] 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: I move that the Bill be re-
ported to the House as printed. 
 
The Chairman: The Bill will be reported. 
 Any objections? 
 There appear to be none. 
 
[Motion carried: The Public Holidays Amendment Act 
2017 was considered by a Committee of the whole 
House and passed without amendments.] 
 

House resumed at 4:04 pm 
 
[Hon. Dennis P. Lister, Jr., Speaker, in the Chair]  
 

REPORT OF COMMITTEE 
 

PUBLIC HOLIDAYS AMENDMENT ACT 2017 
 
The Speaker: Members, are there any objections to 
the Bill being reported to the House as printed? 
 No objections. The Bill has been reported. 
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 Members, that being the only item of the day 
that we were going to do today, I now recognise the 
Member— 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
The Speaker: Yes, the other orders are being carried 
over until a further sitting. 
 And now we recognise the Minister. Do you 
want to do your third reading? 
 

SUSPENSION OF STANDING ORDER 21 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Yes, thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I move that Standing Order 21 
be suspended to enable me to move that the Bill enti-
tled Public Holidays Amendment Act 2017 be now 
read the third time by its title only. 
 
The Speaker: Any objections? 
 No objections. 
 
[Motion carried: Standing Order 21 suspended.] 
 

BILL 
 

THIRD READING 
 

PUBLIC HOLIDAYS AMENDMENT ACT 2017 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: I now move that the Bill do 
pass. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 
[Motion carried: The Public Holidays Amendment Act 
2017 was read a third time and passed.] 
 
The Speaker: Now, all other items, as indicated, have 
been carried over. So, I recognise the Deputy Prem-
ier. 
 Deputy Premier? 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: Mr. Speaker, I move that we 
adjourn until next Friday. 
 
The Speaker: Does any Member wish to speak to 
that? 
 I recognise the Honourable Minister Caines, 
who is on the floor. I do believe that this is Minister 
Caines’ maiden speech because thus far I think you 
have just spoken to your Statements or reports on 
your Ministry. So this is your first—maiden speech. 
 
Hon. Wayne Caines: Yes. 

The Speaker: So we give you the due acknowledge-
ment of it being your maiden speech. 
 
Hon. Wayne Caines: Mr. Speaker I seek your leave 
to refer to my notes. 
 
The Speaker: Yes, you can since it is your maiden 
speech. Turn your microphone on. 
 We would like to hear what you have got to 
say. 
 

MAIDEN SPEECH 
 

Hon. Wayne Caines: Definitely for my maiden 
speech. 
 Mr. Speaker, it is an honour to be here this 
afternoon, and I count it a distinct privilege to stand in 
this great building and speak to the people of Bermu-
da from a place where some of our greatest leaders 
and many of my heroes have spoken, leading luminar-
ies such as Dame Lois Browne-Evans, L. Frederick 
Wade, Walter Roberts, Arnold Francis, Dame Jennifer 
Smith, Ottiwell Simmons, Julian Hall, and Reginald 
Burrows—just to name a few. 
 Mr. Speaker, I am immediately reminded of 
the sacred trust that the people of Bermuda have be-
stowed upon me, and I am very mindful of the legacy 
of leadership that I must, and I will, live up to. 
 Mr. Speaker, from the very outset I must say 
thank you to the Premier, the Honourable E. David 
Burt, JP, MP, for the opportunity to serve in the Cabi-
net as the Minister of National Security. I must also 
say thank you to the party Chairman and the party 
Committee for believing in me. My campaign manag-
er, Mr. Speaker, was my 20-year-old daughter, 
Maxanne. She put together an innovative, engaging 
and professional campaign. She showed political wis-
dom beyond her years and I would venture to say, Mr. 
Speaker, that she is destined for great things. 
 Mr. Speaker, I would similarly like to thank the 
people who canvassed with me. In four weeks they 
helped me knock on just under 1,200 doors. 
 Mr. Speaker, I must acknowledge Maxeta 
Paynter; Jermaine Simons; Doreen Ming; MP Christo-
pher Famous; MP Rolfe Commissiong; MP Walter 
Roban; Glen Simmons; LaVerne Furbert; Tarek Bean; 
Ellen-Kate Horton; Vance Brown; Quinton Ming; Ja-
son and Jermaine Green; the Wilson family from Ce-
dar Park; Stephen Ball; Ianthia Wade; Shereen Fer-
guson; Seth Ferguson; Shurnette Caines; Simeon 
Ferguson; Travis and Christine Caines; Dori, Dasha 
and Roshanda Caines; Lanel Cameron; Phil Per-
inchief; Kim Wilkerson; Malcolm West; Deshay 
Caines; Mike Pearman; Barclay Simmons; Dwayne 
Caines; Jonathan Smith; and Mason West —and any-
one that I have forgotten, Mr. Speaker, blame that on 
my head and, indeed, not my heart. 
 See, I cannot start thanking people for an 
election victory without thanking the people who made 
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things possible in my life. I would like to thank my P5 
teacher, Ms. Furbert, my Prospect Primary P5 teach-
er. At a time when I had the lowest self-esteem and 
the worst handwriting she told me to press forward. 
She coupled that with the Bible text of Philippians 
4:13, I can do all things through Christ that strength-
ens me. 
 You see, Mr. Speaker, whilst I would love to 
stand here and take credit for being a Member of Par-
liament, I owe my presence here today to so many, 
including those in this great community in which I 
grew up.  
 You see, Mr. Speaker, I remember being a 
member of the Mini Minors of the North Village Com-
munity Club. I would like to say thank you to “Doc” 
and the nights of training for my brother and me at the 
desert across from Victor Scott Primary School. Thank 
you to Miss Harvey from Warwick Secondary School, 
my English teacher, who saw something in me and 
who pushed me to be a better student. Thank you to 
Mr. Mark Tailford my Karate instructor at the Shotokan 
School who taught me self-discipline and self-control.  

Thank you, Mr. and Mrs. Douglas “Blip Mor-
ris”, a white family, who allowed Dwayne and me to 
play basketball in their yard and showed Dwayne and 
me unconditional love. Thank you, Mr. Mandell Hill at 
the Bermuda Institute who taught me the love of histo-
ry and who mentored me. Thank you to Michael (and I 
do not know his last name). Michael taught me sailing 
lessons at White’s Island. He taught me patience and 
the ability to make decisions and how to trust my de-
cision-making.  

Thank you to my church family—my Seventh-
Day Adventist Church family—who are the bedrock of 
my life. My brothers and my sister—Sherine, Travis 
and Dwayne—my first playmates, my defenders, the 
quartet, my bankers, my posse. Thank you to my 
brothers and sister for their support. 
 And, Mr. Speaker, thank you, last but by no 
means least, to my wife, Maxanne. Mr. Speaker, my 
wife is a magistrate and she was not able to canvass 
with me based on her occupation. She was not able to 
be, for obvious reasons, at many of the political 
events. So it was difficult for her to see me go through 
the process and not to be able, based on her position, 
to be at any of those political events. Thank you to 
Maxanne, and Maxanne, Jr., for teaching me how to 
love.  
 Why me? Why now? Mr. Speaker, [to] under-
stand why I am moved towards politics you would 
have to understand the home in which I was raised. 
My father was a career civil servant. He worked in the 
Tax Commissioner’s Office for over 40 years. My fa-
ther is a quiet man. He is a student of politics and he 
is rabidly passionate about the Progressive Labour 
Party. His challenge? He was a civil servant. He could 
not openly or publicly declare his political views. But in 
our home, from a very young age, he would shape 
and mould our thoughts as it related to local politics.  

Now, my mother, God bless her, she had no 
such affliction. She is as bold as brass and never one 
to be muzzled. She has the heart of a lion and the 
mouth of a . . . well, I will leave it right there, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
[Laughter] 
 
Hon. Wayne Caines: Our home was always full of 
debate, banter, and during Sabbath lunches you had 
to be able to speak, but hold your corner. My dad and 
my mother had tons of friends from every walk of life 
and from all around the Caribbean. They would come 
in my home and they would discuss Bird and Antigua; 
Manley and Jamaica; Fidel and Cuba; there was al-
ways a debate in my house. One thing that was clear 
[was] you had to have a position and you had to come 
correct. 

In all of this my father said to me, Wayne, I 
am a civil servant. I have to keep my head down and 
my mouth shut so you don’t have to. He said, I have 
to keep my head down and my mouth shut so you 
don’t have to. 
 
The Speaker: Yes, we heard that. We got that. 
 
Hon. Wayne Caines: My mother’s position was very 
different. Being from Jamaica she said, Me come fe 
drink milk, noh fe count cows. 

 
[Laughter] 
 
Hon. Wayne Caines: My parents, from a very young 
age, instilled in us that we would have to take leader-
ship roles in Bermuda. It was clear in the events we 
participated in and in our extracurricular activities that 
my parents had a plan. I did not see it then, but I see it 
now. I could not hang with the boys. I could not go to 
certain places. I could not eat certain things and drink 
certain things. There were expectations when it came 
to grades.  

I would hate to give you, Mr. Speaker, the im-
pression that I was a well-behaved child. 
 
The Speaker: Well— 
 
Hon. Wayne Caines: Mr. Speaker, that would not be 
the truth. 
 
The Speaker: Well, I read your book. I read your 
book. 
 
[Laughter] 
 
Hon. Wayne Caines: I was taught from a very young 
age that to whom much is given, much is required. 
 Fast forwarding, when I returned from law 
school [there was] a former Minister of Tourism, the 
Honourable David Allen died. During that time the late 
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Nelson Bascome came to my house and he asked me 
if I would consider running in David Allen’s seat. I 
considered it. I discussed it with family. I discussed it 
with friends. I thought that the people in my communi-
ty would be positive, they would laud my decision. But 
to the contrary I was told immediately, Don’t do it, you 
will be blackballed. You will be limited with economic 
opportunities. You will be limited in your legal career. I 
found it deeply concerning that people who wanted to 
be a part of the Progressive Labour Party as Members 
of Parliament in their consideration as young Bermu-
dians had to be warned and warded off from politics 
because of the great economic financial toll. 
 
The Speaker: Some of us still took a stance. 
 
Hon. Wayne Caines: So I decided that it was not the 
right time.  

In 2006, almost 10 years later, I was asked to 
serve as the Chief of Staff for the former Premier, the 
Honourable Dr. Ewart Brown. He also appointed me 
as a Senator. I am grateful to Dr. Brown [because] 
that cut my political teeth. After two years I left political 
service for what I thought was forever and joined 
Digicel Bermuda as its CEO.  
 Mr. Speaker, I enjoyed my time at Digicel. The 
professional and personal success was significant, but 
I still felt that calling of service to my country. People 
would stop me on an almost daily basis and ask me, 
When are you going to throw your hat into the ring? 
After 20 years of being home in Bermuda doing all the 
things that we are asked to do—I paid off the majority 
of my mortgage, I educated my daughter, I paid off my 
car loans, I got professional life experience, I worked 
in international finance, I sat on boards both publicly 
and in government—the opportunity was right. 
 So when the now Premier Burt asked me to 
run in constituency 14, everything that I had prepared 
for my entire life—service to my community, hard 
work, education, learning—everything had come to 
fruition. The crazy part of running in constituency 14 is 
I did not think I could win. You see, they had Glen 
Smith, who was loved and admired in his constituen-
cy. He was a hard worker. I heard from people in his 
constituency that they had seen him four and five 
times in the span of a month! He did yeoman service 
to that constituency, and I tip my hat to Glen Smith. 
 Mr. Speaker, I learned invaluable lessons 
about listening to my constituents, discussing im-
portant matters on the doorstep and around the kitch-
en table.  
 Mr. Speaker, Shirley Chisholm said, “service 
is the rent we pay for . . . living on this earth.” I believe 
that in order to have a balanced society we must have 
people who are willing to give back to our community. 
Oftentimes we have people in our community who are 
willing to offer issues of the day. You are familiar with 
them, Mr. Speaker, you have heard them on talk ra-
dio. You have read their comments in the Royal Ga-

zette, on Facebook, on Bernews blogs, those hiding 
behind nom de plume. These individuals carelessly, 
willingly cast aspersions and voice vitriolic comments 
from behind their computer screens, but in many cas-
es do nothing to make their country better. Mr. 
Speaker, I have coined a term for it, I call it “intellectu-
al twerking” . . . intellectual twerking.  

After watching the December 2nd incident from 
the sidelines, I felt sick to my stomach. I was not just 
sick to my stomach because of what I saw, I was sick 
to my stomach of myself. How could I sit on the side 
and watch others stand up and fight? How could I sit 
on the side and watch my colleagues put everything 
on the line, when I was gifted with so much, blessed 
with so much?  

That was the turning point in my political ex-
istence. I knew that I had to step up to the plate. I 
could no longer find or use excuses for not serving the 
people of Bermuda in the House of Parliament. To be 
clear, I have always served the people of Bermuda, 
but things crystallised for me last year. I could no 
longer walk separated from the political leadership 
from within my country. 
 You see, Mr. Speaker, service means finding 
an opportunity to give back, an opportunity to give of 
yourself without expecting anything in return. Those in 
positions of affluence and influence cannot continue to 
benefit from the gifts of our Island home and do noth-
ing to help those who have nothing . . . who have not 
been as fortunate. The question becomes, what lega-
cy are we leaving for the next generation? If you work 
in reinsurance, law, finance, or in government, you 
must find a way to help out. You must figure out a 
plan to give back to your country, to our country.  

There are many organisations that need help, 
Mr. Speaker. They could use some guidance, some 
energy, and some support. There must be more to 
living in Bermuda than getting lit at the Dog House, 
Rangers or the Spanish Point Boat Club on the week-
ends. We must understand that if our way of life is to 
get better, we must ensure that we balance society, 
ensure that the vulnerable, the downtrodden, the 
young, the old, that they are all cared for. 
 So, Mr. Speaker, at this stage in my life I am 
proud and humbled to serve the people of Bermuda, 
the people of constituency 14. See, I know and I un-
derstand the challenges at Cedar Park. I know that we 
must support Prospect Primary and ensure that it 
grows from strength to strength. I want to work with 
Nadine “Pusher” Evans and the Devonshire Colts to 
ensure that this legacy and this organisation go from 
strength to strength. Two way Deepdale, one way 
Deepdale, Roberts Avenue, I know that you are con-
cerned with the escalating crime and the lack of jobs. 
Your Government knows the concerns and we will 
work tirelessly to find solutions. 
 
The Speaker: Minister, just to give you an idea, there 
are four minutes left. 
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Hon. Wayne Caines: Four minutes left? 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
The Speaker: Four minutes. It is a 20-minute time 
period. 
 
Hon. Wayne Caines: Mr. Speaker, I believe that 
Bermuda is at a crossroads. We can stay on this road 
that is divided by class, by colour, by private school, 
by public school, and by black or by white, by the 
haves or have nots, or we can choose to see the best 
of who we are by confronting the evils like race, ac-
knowledging the pain, and working to heal what di-
vides us. I believe that we can make Bermuda a better 
place for all. I believe that we are on the cusp of some 
transformational times. It is the responsibility of us to 
create a Bermuda where everyone can thrive. 
 This Government accepts and understands 
that we must make moves quickly into cryptocurren-
cies, creating new and legitimate opportunities for 
Bermudians. Our Premier is committed to driving our 
economy and ensuring that people benefit from all 
sorts of commerce. 
 Mr. Speaker, in a quick edit, I close in sum-
mary. 
 
The Speaker: Two minutes . . . you have got two 
minutes. 
 
Hon. Wayne Caines: I decided to dedicate my life as 
a public servant because I love my country, because I 
cherish the Bermuda of today, and I believe in the 
Bermuda of tomorrow. 
 Mr. Speaker, I cherish the potential that I see 
in people today; however, I believe that if potential 
becomes action we will change the trajectory of our 
children tomorrow.  
 Mr. Speaker, I cherish the solidarity we 
demonstrate in times of trial and tribulation in the 
Bermuda of today, but I believe we can make that sol-
idarity the norm in the Bermuda of tomorrow. This will 
be the norm, not just in great storms [and] in crisis, but 
within our homes, within our schools, and within our 
communities. What we do today will be in our hearts 
and minds. Futures that were lost in heated moments 
and in absence of mind will be saved through the cul-
ture of peace and through uncommon respect for life.  

I cherish the diversity that defines us in the 
Bermuda of today, but I believe we are courageous 
enough to acknowledge the damage wrought by eth-
nic division and the use of our common aspiration for 
peace and unity in the Bermuda of tomorrow. 
 Mr. Speaker, last paragraph. I cherish the op-
portunity each of us has had to lead. However, I be-
lieve that more important than the opportunity to lead 
is our opportunity to leave a legacy. I stand before you 
knowing that I will cherish each moment that we work 
together as caretakers of the Bermuda of today. My 

brothers, my sisters, my countrymen, I believe now 
more than ever, for the sake of our society and for the 
sake of our children, we can work together as one 
country, one people, to shape the Bermuda of tomor-
row. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
[Desk thumping] 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Does any other Member wish to . . . 
 I recognise the Honourable Member from 
constituency 10. 
 Honourable Member Dunkley, you have the 
floor. 
 

SUPPORT FOR NIKKI BASCOME 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, first let me thank the Honourable 
Member for his maiden speech in the House and I 
look forward, and I am sure all colleagues look for-
ward, to working with him. Minister Caines comes with 
a reputation in the community for being fair, being 
open, and being approachable, and I hope that does 
not change. 
 One of the things, Mr. Speaker, that quite of-
ten happens in politics is you get so stuck in your par-
ty and the ideologies of your party [that] you find it 
hard to reach across the aisle and make important 
decisions. And I believe Minister Caines brings a 
fresh, new approach to the House, even though he 
might be sitting on the wrong side of the House. I re-
spect him and I respect the approach that he has tak-
en. And it takes a certain amount of character to ap-
plaud your opponent after a very tough election, so I 
thank him for those comments, Mr. Speaker. 
 I want to piggyback on the Honourable Minis-
ter a bit because he referred to the community and to 
social media. And Mr. Speaker, I need [to get] some-
thing off my chest because I am sure I speak for a lot 
of people in the community, and that is last Saturday 
night the boxing extravaganza up at the Fairmont 
Southampton Princess and the disappointing and un-
fortunate loss of our champion, Nikki Bascome. 
 Now, Mr. Speaker, I was away, so unfortu-
nately I could not be there, but I followed it as intently 
as I could. And, like many Bermudians, I was floored 
as well by the result because I have been very im-
pressed with the young man. I have been very im-
pressed with his commitment. I tried to go to as many 
of the matches as I could, as have many Members of 
this House, and so we were expecting the best result.  

But we know in boxing when you strip off your 
gear, when you are out there with your trunks, you are 
naked. It is just you and your opponent and some 
days the result might not go your way. And unfortu-
nately our champion was knocked down and knocked 
out that day, Mr. Speaker. 
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 I believe that the young man will get up and 
he will fight again and he will continue his journey to 
become a better boxer and a champion, Mr. Speaker. 
But that is not the reason why I rose tonight to speak 
because I have full confidence in him. He has only 
had a few—two handfuls—of professional fights, and 
for all intents and purposes it looked like this young 
man who came out of class and was packing a very 
powerful punch. And sometimes on your curve up-
wards you learn some very valuable and tough les-
sons in a boxing career. 
 But, Mr. Speaker, what really bothered me 
about the loss . . . because you can get over a loss if 
a team you support or somebody you really support 
respect and admire like Nikki Bascome gets knocked 
down . . . you can reason with it, you can try to get 
over it, you can support them, and you can try to 
move them forward and help them through it. What 
really bothered me were some of the comments by 
armchair quarterbacks in the community about the 
situation. 
 Now, Mr. Speaker, I have never been in the 
ring with just my trunks on fighting it out with some-
body else. So I do not know the feeling of being on the 
canvas trying to get up, not being able to get up, and 
being called out for the count. I do not know that feel-
ing. I also do not know the feeling of listening to peo-
ple throughout the community criticise you for what 
you did and did not do.  
 Now, Mr. Speaker, quite simply, if we want 
our young people, especially our young black males, 
to move forward in the community that we love, we 
have to stop that stuff. Social media this week was 
disgusting in comments . . . disgusting. Those people 
that hide behind that social twerking, or whatever the 
Minister called it, they need to be called out, Mr. 
Speaker. Anybody can sit there at a keyboard and 
criticise somebody when those same people would 
never train, never put on the shorts and the gloves 
and get in the ring. The man is a champion. He got 
knocked down. He got up. He will come again to fight. 
 
The Speaker: He will get up, that is right. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: But as a community, if we 
are going to move forward, let us use this lesson in life 
that Nikki Bascome learned—to rally and support him 
and to do better when we talk about a victory and a 
defeat. Yes, you do not have to praise everybody 
glowingly in a defeat, but at least you can be respect-
ful, tolerant, and understanding in that defeat. Here is 
a young man, we want to . . . you know, he is a leader 
in our community when many of our young people 
who follow him respect him. He was treated wrongly 
by many Bermudians. And I am not saying don’t say 
anything about it, [but] use your words in an appropri-
ate way. 
 
The Speaker: Uplifting. 

Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Yes, uplifting, Mr. Speak-
er, and I hope every Member of this House and eve-
rybody who hears this conversation will reach out to 
the young man and say, My brother, you got up, you 
will fight again and you will win. We need to lift our 
people up. Nobody rises to the top without falling 
down. Everyone has to get up. Many people do not 
want to get up, Mr. Speaker. That man got up last 
Saturday night, he stood tall this week, and we need 
to support people like Nikki Bascome. We cannot just 
talk the talk, we have got to walk the walk. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
[Desk thumping] 
 
The Speaker: Any other Member wish to speak? 
 I see no other Member rising. 
 The House stands adjourned until Friday next, 
at 10:00 am, on the 24th of November. 
 
[Gavel] 
 
[At 4:31 pm, the House stood adjourned until 
10:00 am, Friday, 24 November 2017.] 
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