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BERMUDA HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 

OFFICIAL HANSARD REPORT  
14 NOVEMBER 2014 

10:02 AM 
Sitting Number 2 of the 2014/15 Session 

[Hon. K. H. Randolph Horton, Speaker, in the Chair] 

PRAYERS 

[Prayers read by Hon. K. H. Randolph Horton, 
Speaker] 

CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 
7 November 2014 

The Speaker: Members, we have confirmation of the 
Minutes of November the 7th, 2014. All Members 
should have received the Minutes. If there are no ob-
jections, the Minutes will be confirmed. 

I hear no objections. The Minutes are con-
firmed. 

[Minutes of 7 November 2014 confirmed] 

MESSAGES FROM THE GOVERNOR 

The Speaker: There are none. 

ANNOUNCEMENTS BY THE SPEAKER 
OR MEMBER PRESIDING 

PORT ROYAL GOLF COURSE IMPROVEMENTS 
CAPITAL DEVELOPMENT PROJECT—AUDITOR 

GENERAL’S SPECIAL REPORT 

The Speaker: I have one announcement to make, 
and that is that I have received today a Special Report 
on the Port Royal Golf Course Improvements Capital 
Development Project, which was presented to me by 
the Auditor General and will be distributed to Mem-
bers of the House. 

MESSAGES FROM THE SENATE 

The Speaker: There are no messages from the Sen-
ate. 

PAPERS AND OTHER  
COMMUNICATIONS TO THE HOUSE 

The Speaker: The Chair will recognise the Honour-
able Premier, M. H. Dunkley. You have the floor. 

Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Good morning, Mr. 
Speaker. 

The Speaker: Good morning. 

POLICE COMPLAINTS AUTHORITY REPORT 

TREATMENT OF OFFENDERS BOARD REPORT 

Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Mr. Speaker, I have the 
honour to attach and submit for the information of this 
Honourable House of Assembly the following reports: 
the Report of the Police Complaints Authority and the 
Report of the Treatment of Offenders Board. 

The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
Any objections to that report? 
There are none. 
The Chair will recognise again the Honourable 

Premier, the Honourable M. H. Dunkley, for the 
Treatment of Offenders? 

[Inaudible interjection] 

The Speaker: I am sorry. 
Members, both reports were done at that time, 

the Report of the Police Complaints Authority and the 
Report of the Treatment of Offenders Board. 

The Chair will recognise the Junior Minister, 
Mr. S. D. Richards. 

Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 

Mr. Speaker, I have two papers here that I 
believe were laid last week. The Charities Regulations 
2014, and the Government Fees Amendment (No. 5) 
Regulations 2014. 

The Speaker: Do them separately, please.  You have 
the Charities Regulations. 

CHARITIES REGULATIONS 2014 

Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: All right. 
Mr. Speaker, I have the honour to attach and 

submit for the information of the Honourable House of 
Assembly the Charities Regulations 2014, made by 
the Minister of Home Affairs under section 48 of the 
Charities Act 2014. 
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The Speaker: All right. Thank you, Honourable Mem-
ber. 

Any objections to that? 
The Chair will now recognise the Honourable 

Minister, Dr. Grant Gibbons. 

Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. Good morning. 

The Speaker: Good morning. 

GOVERNMENT FEES AMENDMENT (NO. 5) 
REGULATIONS 2014 

Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: On behalf of the Min-
ister of Finance and with the Governor’s recommen-
dation, and in accordance with section 36(3) of the 
Bermuda Constitution, I have the honour to attach and 
submit for the consideration of the Honourable House 
of Assembly the Government Fees Amendment (No. 
5) Regulations 2014, proposed to be made by the
Minister of Finance under section 2 of the Govern-
ment Fees Act 1965. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
Are there any objections to that? 
There are none. 

PETITIONS 

The Speaker: There are no petitions. 

STATEMENTS BY MINISTERS 
AND JUNIOR MINISTERS 

The Speaker: The Chair will now recognise the Hon-
ourable Minister for Public Works. Minister Gordon-
Pamplin, you have the floor. 

Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker, and good morning. 

The Speaker: Good morning. 

GRAND ATLANTIC UPDATE 

Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Mr. Speaker, I rise 
this morning to update the Honourable House on the 
situation concerning the Grand Atlantic Hotel devel-
opment. Following the announcement earlier this year 
that Caribbean-based hospitality, tourism and leisure 
consultancy firm, MacLellan & Associates, had sub-
mitted a successful bid to acquire the development 
property of Grand Atlantic for conversion to a condo-
hotel property, the company was granted a 120-day 
exclusivity period to advance the project. 

That period expired on August 14, 2014. The 
due diligence process associated with the repurposing 

proposal included a number of conditions imposed by 
both parties. On August 14, 2014, there were some 
issues that were still unresolved, and at the request of 
the BHC [Bermuda Housing Corporation] and the de-
velopers, a further 90-day extension was given to al-
low matters to progress to a satisfactory conclusion.  

Mr. Speaker, the additional 90-day period ex-
pired on November 11, 2014. As the deadline ap-
proached, and despite best intentions, there were a 
few matters that were still to be resolved. Honourable 
Members will note the decision by the Planning Board 
to require further information on the location of the 
pool, as it was deemed to be too close to the cliff face. 
This matter was concluded with a satisfactory granting 
of the necessary building permit. Most notably, how-
ever, the question of vacant possession of the devel-
opment and the relocation of the lone family still resid-
ing in the development has, until now, delayed some 
of the negotiations.  

Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to announce that 
within this past week the Government has reached a 
mutually agreeable solution with the current (single-) 
unit owners at Grand Atlantic. The family has agreed 
to transfer out of the Grand Atlantic property to an-
other identified unit once all the conditions are met 
with the developers. With this very recent resolution, 
only a few minor conditions remain to be satisfied, 
which can be accomplished in a brief extension pe-
riod. 

It has been agreed that MacLellan & Associ-
ates be granted a further 120 days in order to ensure 
that the project is well positioned to provide jobs and 
opportunities for local and overseas investment, and 
to bring a new tourism concept for Bermuda. While it 
is not expected that the outstanding matters will re-
quire the full 120 days, it is my expressed belief that 
being able to have all issues resolved without the 
pressure of another deadline will bode well in ensuring 
that Bermuda and the developers will achieve the best 
possible outcome.  

Mr. Speaker, this project is still projected to 
become Bermuda’s first condo-hotel tourism offering. 
MacLellan & Associates have completed their engi-
neering and construction due diligence for all aspects 
of the site development, as well as progressing the 
marketing, management and operation of the hotel 
component. MacLellan & Associates would like to see 
the conversion works underway early in 2015. 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Minister. 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 

The Speaker: There are none. 

QUESTION PERIOD 
The Speaker: We move now to Question Period. 
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The first questions are to the Honourable 
Premier, M. H. Dunkley, from MP D. V. Burgess. 

So the Chair will recognise MP D. V. Burgess. 

QUESTION 1: TOTAL NUMBER OF GOVERNMENT 
EMPLOYEES 

Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker, and good morning. 

Mr. Speaker, the first question is, Will the 
Honourable Minister please inform this Honourable 
House, What was the total number of employees as of 
August 31st, 2013, and August 31st, 2014? 

Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Mr. Speaker, August 31st, 
2013, the total was 5,133. August 31st, 2014, the total 
was 5,055. 

The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Premier. 
MP Burgess, second question? 

QUESTION 2: TOTAL OVERTIME PAID TO GOV-
ERNMENT EMPLOYEES 

Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Second question: Will 
the Honourable Minister please inform this Honour-
able House, How much overtime was paid for the pe-
riods September 1st, 2012, to August 31st, 2013, and 
the period September 1st, 2013, to August 31st, 2014? 

Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Mr. Speaker, September 
1st, 2012, to August 31st, 2013, the total was 
$21,348,774. September 1st, 2013, to August 31st, 
2014, the total was $18,953,730. 

The Speaker: Thank you, Premier. 
MP Burgess? 

Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Yes, third question. 

The Speaker: Yes. 

QUESTION 1: TOTAL GROSS WAGES, SALARY 
AND OVERTIME PAID TO GOVERNMENT EM-

PLOYEES 

Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Will the Honourable 
Minister please inform this Honourable House, What 
was the total gross wages, salaries and overtime paid 
for the periods September 1st, 2012, to August 31st, 
2013, and September 1st, 2013, to August 31st, 2014? 

The Speaker: Premier? 

Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Yes, Mr. Speaker. 
The first period, September 1st, 2012, to Au-

gust 31st, 2013, the total was $404,327,073. The sec-
ond period, September 1st, 2013, to August 31st, 2014, 
the total was $383,935,078. 

WRITTEN ANSWERS 

EMERGENCY MEASURES ORGANISATION (EMO) 
POST-MORTEM EXERCISE AND REPORT AFTER 
TROPICAL STORM FAY AND HURRICANE GON-

ZOLO 

The Speaker: Thank you, Premier. 
Thank you, MP Burgess. 
Next, we have received written responses 

from the Premier [to Parliamentary Questions] from 
MP W. H. Roban. 

TOTAL NUMBER OF PERSONS RECEIVING FI-
NANCIAL ASSISTANCE 

The Speaker: We have also had written responses 
from Minister Wayne Scott to Parliamentary Questions 
from MP M. A. Weeks (which was carried over from 
the 7th of November). Those have been answered. 

We move now to questions on Ministerial 
Statements. I will recognise first MP Lawrence Scott. 

Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: Good morning, Mr. Speaker. 

The Speaker: Good morning. 

QUESTION 1: GRAND ATLANTIC UPDATE 

Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: My first question: Is the Min-
ister aware that on March 11th, June 7th, and Septem-
ber 27th, Minister Wayne Scott assured me that the 
residents would come first, sentiments that were ech-
oed by herself on May 16th in regard to keeping the 
residents updated with Grand Atlantic? Does that still 
remain true to today? 

The Speaker: Minister? 

Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: I cannot speak to 
the specific dates. But yes, the residents will remain 
updated. As we speak, that has not waned. There is 
only one family in residence there. 

The Speaker: Thank you. 
MP Scott? 

Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: Okay. Well, I was talking 
about the greater area within the Grand Atlantic that 
the Grand Atlantic is in. 

The Speaker: Okay. That is a supplementary? 

Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: No. I was just explaining to 
the Minister.  

The Speaker: You want to expand? 
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Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: She thought I was talking 
about just that one person. 
 
The Speaker: I see. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARIES 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: I was actually talking about 
residents in the greater area, because they are very 
concerned about what happens with Grand Atlantic 
and how it affects them. 
 But my supplementary is that if that remains 
true, that she is committed to keeping the residents 
updated, why has the Minister not hosted a town hall 
meeting in constituency 24, as she said she would on 
May 16th? 
 
The Speaker: Minister? 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, the period under Memorandum 
of Understanding has been a period of exclusivity. 
And as a result, there is information that is still pro-
prietary. But as soon as we have information that is 
able to be shared, we would be happy to do so. And I 
am more than pleased to be able to host a town hall 
meeting in that regard. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 MP Scott? 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: Yes. With that answer, 
would the Minister, in the interest of sharing that she 
cares about the residents of constituency 24, set a 
date just to listen to their concerns in relation to Grand 
Atlantic? 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Minister? Minister? 
 
[Inaudible conversation] 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: I am just trying to 
get clarification. 
 
The Speaker: This is the second supplementary. Yes. 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: I would be happy 
to work with the representative of the area to find a 
date, because I think that that would be the most ap-
propriate thing to do. I would be more than happy to 
do so. 
 
The Speaker: MP Lawrence Scott. 
 

QUESTION 2: GRAND ATLANTIC UPDATE 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

 My next question is, In regards to the family or 
residents that were living in Grand Atlantic that have 
now been relocated, could the Minister explain 
whether it was by compulsory acquisition or a mutu-
ally agreed-upon proposition? 
 
The Speaker: Minister? 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: [It was a] mutually 
agreed-upon proposition. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 MP Scott, you have a supplementary? 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: No. No more supplementals. 
 
The Speaker: Okay. MP Burt, you had a supplemen-
tary? 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Mr. Speaker, if I may, a question, 
supplementary. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARIES 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Can the Honourable Minister 
please advise this Honourable House the loss that the 
Government expects to take on the transfer with the 
Grand Atlantic project? 
 
The Speaker: Yes, carry on. Minister? 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: The loss on the 
property? I do not have the exact number, and I will 
get it and endeavour to bring it to the Honourable 
House. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 All right. MP Scott, are you done? 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: I am done, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you. 
 All right. That brings the Question Period to an 
end. 

 
CONGRATULATORY AND/OR OBITUARY 

SPEECHES 
 

The Speaker: We now will move to congratulatory 
and obituary speeches. 
 The Chair will recognise the Honourable Min-
ister of Tourism, Minister Crockwell. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Yes, thank you. Good 
morning, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I would like for the Honourable 
House to send a letter of condolence to the family of 
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the late Reginald “Toby” Dillas, who passed away on 
the 26th of October of this year. And I will associate 
the entire House with these comments, as Toby Dillas 
was a legend in tourism for almost 50 years. 
 He entered into the tourism industry at the 
age of 18 as a busboy in the Empire Club at New 
Windsor Hotel in Hamilton. Mr. Speaker, that is cer-
tainly before my time. He worked at Coral Beach as a 
busboy and waiter, at Ariel Sands as a waiter, at El-
bow Beach as a waiter. And, Mr. Speaker, he eventu-
ally worked his way up at the Bermudiana Hotel, 
where he rose to become the first black general man-
ager in Bermuda’s history. 

Mr. Speaker, in 1983, he was appointed Di-
rector of Sales and Marketing for the Bermudiana, 
Belmont and Harmony Hall Hotels. In 1989 he was 
appointed the Tourism Department’s Regional Man-
ager for the North East America Region in Boston. 
And in April of 2011 he received the Lifetime 
Achievement Award at the VIP Excellence Awards in 
Bermuda for his 48 years of service in the tourism in-
dustry. 
 Both you and myself, Mr. Speaker, and I am 
sure others, attended the memorial service yesterday, 
which was well attended, and there was a great num-
ber of wonderful stories told by his contemporaries of 
that time. What comes to mind is Mr. John Harvey, his 
comments; Mr. Gary Phillips; and, of course, very col-
ourful, the former Minister of Tourism, CV Jim Wool-
ridge—the “Voice of Summer”—who gave a wonderful 
tribute to Mr. Dillas. He was an avid cricketer and ten-
nis player, and he seemed to be a great fan of both 
those sports. 
 Mr. Speaker, I would also like a letter of con-
dolence to be sent to the family of Dr. Valerie Ruth 
James, PhD., who passed away on the 3rd of August 
2014. Dr. James was my physician. I would like to 
associate the Honourable Member Walton Brown and 
the Honourable and Learned Member, Ms. Kim Wil-
son. She was well known for her private practice at 
the Family Practice Group here in Paget, one of the 
leading practices in Bermuda. And she was formerly 
the medical officer for the police and prison services. 
And I have to say I attended that service as well, and I 
was surprised by how many former prison officers and 
police officers were there to honour her. 
 She was a very fastidious person when it 
came to health. It was just amazing that she would 
succumb to cancer. I used to see her walking on Har-
bour Road. She used to walk to work on Harbour 
Road, and she would have her gloves on, picking up 
trash along the way. That was just the type of person 
that she was. I can tell you that I always felt that she 
really cared about me. She would call me. She would 
check on me. She was one of those hands-on physi-
cians. So I would like to send a letter to her family. 
Her husband is a very colourful individual that we all 
know, Mr. Sanders Frith-Brown. And I would like to 
send our condolences to the family. 

 Finally, Mr. Speaker, I would like a letter of 
congratulations to be sent to Mr. Mark Anderson, who 
on September 18th completed the Charity Walk from 
Dockyard to St. George’s, raising funds for the Centre 
Against Abuse. Mark Anderson is well known as an 
entertainer in Bermuda. He is a bus driver within my 
Ministry, the Ministry of Public Transport. And as last 
reported, he raised nearly $29,000 for the centre. This 
is leadership by example, and I think we should con-
gratulate him and show that we appreciate what he is 
doing in the community. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 The Chair will recognise now the Honourable 
Whip of the Opposition, MP Lovitta Foggo. You have 
the floor. 
 
Ms. Lovitta F. Foggo: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, and 
good morning to all. 
 Mr. Speaker, I would like to express condo-
lences for a few people. To the Baker family, for the 
[loss of the] young fireman who did lose his life in an 
untimely manner. I would like to associate everyone 
on this side of the floor—the entire House, indeed. 
Okay. Certainly, if anyone attended the funeral they 
could see how beloved he was and, indeed, how 
much he will be missed. He was respected in the 
community. He was a young father, and the loss to his 
family will indeed be dire. Condolences to the Baker 
family. 
 Mr. Speaker, I would like to send our condo-
lences to Mr. Sinclair, better known as “Charger,” 
Reid, a St. Georgian, and in his heyday, a well-known 
athlete, footballer in particular. I would like to associ-
ate the Honourable Craig Cannonier and the Honour-
able Jeff Sousa with these comments, and indeed 
family member, the Honourable Rolfe Commissiong, 
and the Honourable Jeanne Atherden. 
 The Reid name in St. George’s is linked with, I 
guess you can say, excellent foods. And indeed, Mr. 
Reid’s wife was well known for her culinary expertise. 
But Mr. Reid was a very colourful figure, well re-
spected in the St. George’s community. He was a de-
veloper. And he was very forward-thinking for a man 
of his day, and indeed will be remembered in St. 
George’s for all that he contributed, and is considered 
a loss. 
 I would like to express condolences for Nata-
lie Dowling. Mrs. Dowling is linked with the Dowling 
name in St. George’s, Dowling Marina. She was the 
wife of Mr. George Dowling and mother to Michael, 
George and Maxine Dowling. Mrs. Dowling was a very 
quiet, unassuming lady, but very much behind the 
scenes, the pillar of her family. She was an astute 
businesswoman and definitely lent that skill to her 
husband and to her family in terms of the running of 
St. George’s Dowling Marina, which is a very long-
standing and quite successful business entity. I would 
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also like to associate the Honourable Lawrence Scott 
with that. 
 Ms. Dowling, again, though she was not out-
standing for being a very public person, her contribu-
tion in the community was recognised. 
 And I just quickly want to also say condo-
lences for Mr. Michael Pickering. The Pickering family 
and I grew up side by side, and he will be missed in 
his community. I would like to associate the Honour-
able Kenneth Bascome and Craig Cannonier. 
 
The Speaker: Come on. Let us get it on with. 
 
Ms. Lovitta F. Foggo: Thank you. 
 
The Speaker: Do for yourself. 
 
Ms. Lovitta F. Foggo: I thought you could under-
stand, just coming back. 
 
The Speaker: Absolutely, absolutely. 
 
Ms. Lovitta F. Foggo: Yes. So condolences for the 
Pickering family in St. George’s. Thank you. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you. 
 The Chair will now recognise the Honourable 
Member from St. George’s, MP Nandi Outerbridge. 
You have the floor. 
 
Ms. Nandi Outerbridge: Good morning, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Good morning. 
 
Ms. Nandi Outerbridge: And thank you. 
 Mr. Speaker, I would like to ask the entire 
House to join me in sending condolences to the Hon-
ourable Member from constituency 1, MP Bascome, 
on the passing of his wife, Rochelle Bascome. 
 
[Desk thumping] 
 
Ms. Nandi Outerbridge: Mr. Speaker, I have admired 
my friend’s strength throughout [the ordeal of] the 
passing of his wife. I know how much Rochelle meant 
to him. And a few of us, many of us, actually, attended 
her funeral service. Rochelle was loved not only by 
the people in St. George’s, but by everyone. And I 
know how much she supported MP Bascome in his 
journey to where he is today. 
 I just want to let you know that your family and 
you have been in my prayers, and you will remain in 
my prayers throughout this struggle. 
 On a lighter note, Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
send congratulations to Ms. Flora Duffy, a childhood 
friend (and also, I used to compete with her, actually, 
in races) on her win in the championship for the Xterra 
World Championships held in Hawaii, as well as her 
most recent win in Bermuda for the Queen of Ber-

muda Triathlon. I would like to associate the Minister 
and the Shadow Minister with these . . . well, the en-
tire House, it makes sense, to associate. 
 Flora Duffy is an excellent athlete, and she 
represents Bermuda very well. And I remember, Mr. 
Speaker, there were a few of us. There were 
Shayla and Shadae Whitter, myself, and Tiffany 
Eatherly. We used to show up to races on Sunday just 
hoping one of us would beat Flora Duffy. And I re-
member the day I finally beat Flora—I wanted to retire 
my running boots. I felt like my world was accom-
plished in running.  
 So I just want to let her know I am very proud 
of her. She is very accomplished, and I wish her the 
best in her endeavours. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, thank you. 
 The Chair will recognise now MP Walter Ro-
ban. 
 
Mr. Walter H. Roban: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 I wish to start by passing on condolences and 
ask that we send them to the family of Mr. Eugene 
Vickers. And perhaps the whole House might want to 
be associated with that. Mr. Vickers (and I say this 
unapologetically) was a good friend of the Members 
on this side of the House. But he was also a great 
community activist and great community leader with 
his role in the Reserve Constabulary, being its leader 
for many years. 
 What I found very admirable about Mr. Vick-
ers, Mr. Speaker, is that upon retirement from his role 
with the Reserve Constabulary, he merely found an-
other community effort, and that was with the Com-
munity Education programme, which he spent a lot of 
years working for and working with. So he never 
stopped his work for the community even when he 
retired from certain levels of responsibility. It was a 
shock to all of us that he passed, because he was 
somebody who had a lot of passion and a lot of en-
ergy. I think I have associated everybody in the House 
with that. Thank you. 
 I would like to also pass on, and we ask that 
we send condolences to the family of Austin 
(Cheesey) Hughes. And perhaps the whole House 
would like to be associated with that, because though 
Mr. Hughes was just a sportsman, he was an historic 
sportsman. He was a sportsman who broke down bar-
riers, being not only a great all-rounder of global lev-
els; he was the first outsider to actually become a 
member of the Somerset team. 
 
The Speaker: First outsider to play for Somerset in 
Cup Match. 
 
Mr. Walter H. Roban: Yes.  

Well, as was mentioned at his funeral, Mr. 
Speaker, he was loved by many, particularly the la-
dies, all over the Island. And he liked to remind people 
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of that, that he was loved all over the Island, not just in 
Somerset, but also in St. George’s and everywhere 
else.  

But I would like to make a special mention for 
the Honourable Derrick Burgess, who is a close family 
member of Mr. Hughes. Although I have associated 
the House, I just wanted to mention that the Honour-
able Member Burgess had a special relationship with 
Mr. Hughes. He was my constituent, and I knew him 
well, and his family and his wife (who departed before 
him). He was a man who had a lot of tragedy in life, 
but still kept a very positive outlook on things and kept 
going right to the end, as you would have heard at his 
funeral. 
 I would like to move on to one other person, 
Mr. Speaker, Mr. Alpheaus Calvin Black, known as 
“Ardie” Black. 
 
[Desk thumping] 
 
Mr. Walter H. Roban: Again, it is another gentleman 
whom I think that the whole House might want to have 
themselves associated with.  

Those of us who have close connections with 
North Hamilton know of the Black family. But Mr. 
Black was another pioneer. A man of humble begin-
nings, another constituent (and I will just finish here) . 
. . but he rose to great heights in business and also in 
the community and in his work with the public, the 
Pembroke Parish Council. And he was someone 
whom I think the whole community knew, and of his 
achievements in business and sports in the commu-
nity. 
 So, thank you, Mr. Speaker, for giving me the 
time to give these condolences. Thank you. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you, Honourable Mem-
ber. 
 The Chair will now recognise the Honourable 
Member from Warwick. MP Mark Pettingill, you have 
the floor, the learned Member from Warwick West. 
 
Mr. Mark J. Pettingill: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 I rise today to pay tribute to my very dear, 
close friend, Dr. Neil Burnie, who died tragically on 
Tuesday in a diving accident at Horseshoe Bay. I 
would expect the whole House is going to join in with 
that. This was an iconic Bermudian figure. And I am 
going to share briefly (I know that my time) a couple of 
quick anecdotes, because this is a man to be remem-
bered for how he lived and what he brought to our 
lives and what we can carry on with. 
 Over 20 years ago, I was sitting in my kitchen 
studying for my law finals, and in walked Neil Burnie. 
And he says, What you up to? And I said, I am study-
ing for my law finals. And he said, Well, come on. 
Come windsurfing. It’s a great day. I want to come 
windsurfing. I want you to come windsurfing with me. 
And I said, Well, I can’t. I’ve got to study. So he picked 

up my law book, and he looked at it, and he asked me 
four questions he picked at random. And I answered 
four right, and I had no idea about the fifth. 
 And he goes, Look. You’re great. You’re going 
to get 80 percent. It’s honours. Let’s go.  
 
[Laughter] 
 
Mr. Mark J. Pettingill: And I laughed, and I walked 
out the door with him.  

At that point, I had known Neil Burnie as long 
as it has taken to tell this story. That is the type of im-
pact he had on people. He just touched you immedi-
ately, warmed your heart immediately, and you were 
out the door with him. 
 I could talk for an hour-and-a-half about Neil 
Burnie stories. And hopefully, I will get to do that over 
some libations this weekend at his tribute. He is going 
to be buried at sea off of Horseshoe Bay on Sunday. 
 But I posted this on Facebook; some of you 
saw it. I was walking up the drive with my son on 
Tuesday evening. He is five years old. And Neil had 
given him the book, which was the forerunner to his 
series. And when you opened it up, it had a picture of 
him swimming with a shark. I cannot say enough 
about what this is going to do for Bermuda and what 
the Ocean Vet will mean to us.  

But my five-year-old son looked at me, and he 
said, Daddy, Mommy said you’re sad because your 
friend died. And I said, Yes, I am. And he said, The 
Ocean Vet man, the man who swam with the sharks? 
And I said, Yes, son. As we get into the car, he looked 
at me and he said, Daddy, do you think that that man 
maybe went away with that shark? I had to choke 
back a tear for a moment. I looked up and said, Yes, 
son, I think he probably did.  
 I think Neil Burnie would have liked that story, 
and I think that that is probably a reflection of the man 
and the legend.  

I am going to miss him dearly. There are 
many, many people who are going to miss him dearly. 
And I know that, as a country, we will recall him 
fondly. He was 60 years young. We talk often of 
young people that we lose in the 20s and 30s. This 
was a 60-year-old man we lost far too young. We 
could have done with another 60 years out of him. But 
he was a bright, bright star shining in our lives. And I 
cannot say enough about what Neil Burnie has meant 
to the people of this community and what he has done 
for animals in this community and the contribution that 
he has made to our marina wildlife.  
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you, Honourable Mem-
ber. 
 Are there any other Honourable Members 
who would care to speak? 
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 The Chair recognises the Honourable Minister 
for Public Works. Minister Gordon-Pamplin, you have 
the floor. 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, while the whole House was as-
sociated with the condolences to the family of Ardie 
Black, let me just add one other thing.  

Ardie Black, apart from being an integral part 
of the North Hamilton business community, was a 
very dear family friend, and I would add, from a per-
sonal perspective, a counsellor. You could go to Mr. 
Black, and he would let you know if he was either 
pleased or displeased with whatever it was that you 
were doing at the time. As a very dear friend of my 
grandmother’s, I always knew that I had to behave as 
I walked towards North King Street and into the curve, 
because I knew that my grandmother would get the 
report before I would reach home. 
 Gene Vickers, family member, and one whom 
I have known probably, I guess, since I was about 15 
or 16. He is actually first cousin to my first husband, 
so we had the opportunity to interact and to grow to-
gether. And he is one whom I admire tremendously. 
 Toby Dillas, I had seen him more frequently in 
New York than in Bermuda, because as an avid tennis 
player, I knew that every year when I attended the US 
Open, or the year-end Women’s Championships at 
Madison Square Garden, Toby would be the one that I 
would bump into first, along with his good friend, 
Mayor Dinkins, who became my doubles tennis part-
ner in the Pro-Celeb [Tennis tournament]. 
 So these are people we have lost, icons in our 
community, Mr. Speaker. 
 I would also like to send condolences to the 
family of the late Carlotta Wilkinson, of Dudley Hill in 
Paget. Mrs. Wilkinson passed away at the age of 101.  

Mr. Speaker, up until the week prior to her 
death, she was as alert, as with-it as anybody could 
expect—and more so than anybody could expect, be-
cause I think many of us far younger do not have that 
degree of alertness that Mrs. Wilkinson had. And she 
is going to be a tremendous miss, as was evidenced 
by the tributes that were paid to her at her home-going 
service at St. Paul’s in Paget. 
 On a brighter note, Mr. Speaker, I would like 
to ask that this Honourable House send its congratula-
tions on the retirement of one of our colleagues over 
the summer, former MP Terry Lister. 
 
[Desk thumping] 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Mr. Speaker, I 
think that many of us, having spent time with him in 
this Honourable House, having been able to observe 
what he brought to the equation, would be apprecia-
tive of the example that he set. Certainly, I would like 
to wish him well in his retirement. I think that there 

would be Members of the Honourable House who 
would want to be associated. But certainly, I am 
deeply appreciative of the counsel that I was able to 
obtain from him. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 The Chair now recognises the Honourable 
Member from Sandys North, constituency 36, the 
learned Member, MP Michael Scott. 
 
Hon. Michael J. Scott: Mr. Speaker, I thank you.  
 Mr. Speaker, following on from the last offer of 
congratulations by the Minister of Public Works, to the 
vacancy in the House at the moment, made so by the 
retirement of the Honourable Member, Mr. Terry 
Lister, it gives me great privilege and pleasure to also 
rise as a Somerset Member of Parliament to lead off 
the congratulations and vote of thanks to Terry Lister 
for his contribution as an area MP, a Minister of the 
Government for many years, including in education 
and development.  

We take this opportunity to extend to him and 
his family the very warmest and best wishes in his 
retirement. His contribution was vigorous and pas-
sionate and informed on all occasions that he made it 
his business to contribute, either in his role as a Minis-
ter or in his role as an MP in these Chambers. 
 Mr. Speaker, may I next offer congratulations 
on a judicial front, to have this House offer congratula-
tions to the retiring Senior Magistrate, Mr. Archibald 
Warner, and at the same time to offer warm congratu-
lations to the incumbent Senior Magistrate, Mr. Juan 
Wolffe. 
 Mr. Speaker, the Honourable and Learned 
Member, Mrs. Wilson, another attorney, wishes to be 
associated with this.  

Mr. Warner, of course, Mr. Speaker, came to 
the bar through the prism of a police officer from Bar-
bados. He has made a solid contribution to this com-
munity that he now calls his adopted home. I know 
that he still regards Barbados as home too, but he has 
made a solid contribution as a good forensic attorney. 
He brought those skills to the place where most citi-
zens of this country first bump into the criminal justice 
system, the Magistrates Court. 
 On the congratulations for his replacement, 
Mr. Juan Wolffe: Sir, under the Progressive Labour 
Party, we started the drug treatment court. And Mr. 
Wolffe has presided and led that drug treatment court, 
and led through it the numbers of clients. And it has 
always been so enlightening and heart-warming to 
see how he presides over and leads transformation of 
lives for persons who come through the drug treat-
ment court. And I think it will bode well for the Senior 
Magistrate’s role now that he has this tremendous 
experience in this area. That will bring both compas-
sion and skill to this front, as he sits now as the lead 
magistrate in the court number one. 
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 Mr. Speaker, on a couple of condolences (that 
I hope I can get in), firstly for the family of Ms. Leslie-
Ann Doers [Robinson], who tragically died over the 
course of the break, in her 49th year. I ask, Mr. 
Speaker, that we ask this House to send condolences 
to her mother, her son Bryson, her husband Donavan, 
and Monica Doers [her mother], her brother Randy. Of 
course, my learned and honourable friend, Ms. Kim 
Wilson, has asked to be associated with these condo-
lences, as well as Mr. Dennis Lister.  

She was a bright spark, and the Bermuda 
press, the Warehouse, the stationery store where she 
worked were all touched by her loss. Thank you. 
 Mr. Speaker, and finally, it is a little personal, 
too, to the passing of a Warwick lady, Ms. Sylvia 
Pully, the mother of the three . . . I associate Junior 
Minister, Mr. Sylvan Richards. Ms. Sylvia Pully, the 
mother of Sandra Pully, those beautiful Pully ladies, 
and Mr. Richard Pully, who passed over the holiday. I 
ask that this House send condolences. And Mr. Law-
rence Scott has asked that he be associated. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 The Chair will now recognise the Honourable 
Member from Warwick. MP Jeff Sousa, you have the 
floor. 
 
Mr. Jeff Sousa: Good morning, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Good morning. 
 
Mr. Jeff Sousa: And good morning to those in the 
listening audience. 
 Mr. Speaker, I rise today to ask this Honour-
able House to send condolences to the family of Jac-
queline Brewer, known to many as “Jackie.” She was 
the wife of the late William “Bill” Brewer, and of course 
leaves behind three sons, Barry, Jeff, and Tim; their 
wives; and numerous grandchildren.  

Many remember her as an awesome golfer 
with a career which started in the late 1950s. She won 
the Bermuda Women’s Amateur Golf Championship, 
an impressive six times. Jackie also dominated at her 
home course, which was Riddle’s Bay, an unbeliev-
able 12 times, between 1964 and 1990. She also ap-
peared internationally many times, including the World 
Cup games in 1969. 
 Behind the scenes, Jackie worked tirelessly to 
help out the youth of Bermuda in golf, with the Ber-
muda Junior Golf Association, as well as the Bermuda 
Goodwill Golf Tournament. As we know, golf is an 
awesome sport, which teaches our youth, instils hon-
esty and respect. 
 Jackie was also an avid gardener and had a 
great collection of Bermuda roses, and I will miss our 
conversations at the Garden Centre. Jackie was a 
sincere woman, a caring lady who certainly will be 
missed by many of her neighbours and friends in 

Warwick and throughout Bermuda. I would like to as-
sociate the Honourable Minister . . .  
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
  
The Speaker: Thank you, thank you, Honourable 
Member. 
 The Chair will now recognise the Honourable 
Member from Pembroke, MP Michael Weeks. MP 
Weeks, you have the floor. 
 
Mr. Michael A. Weeks: Good morning, Mr. Speaker 
and colleagues. 
 
The Speaker: Good morning. 
 
Mr. Michael A. Weeks: Mr. Speaker, I first would like 
to be associated with the condolences being sent to 
Mr. Eugene Vickers. Mr. Speaker, many years ago, 
Mr. Vickers and I worked together in residential care. I 
was in residential care, and he was an avid commu-
nity worker. And he was very passionate about his 
community and our young men, especially our young 
black men. We had a lot of conversations about how 
we can contribute to the development and saving of a 
lot of our young men that we found sitting on the walls 
and the like. 
 Mr. Speaker, I would also like to be associ-
ated with the condolences being sent to the family of 
Mr. Alpheaus “Ardie” Black. He was not only a friend 
of my family, my mother and my father (my father is 
already deceased), but when I was on the Pembroke 
Parish Council a few years back he was an avid advi-
sor to not only me, but to everyone who was sitting 
there. And he was the ultimate historian. So I learned 
a lot about not only Pembroke and the history of it, but 
I learned a lot about Bermuda in general. So I have 
always taken my hat off to Mr. Black. 
 Mr. Speaker, I would also like to be associ-
ated with the remarks going out to the Honourable 
[Member] Terry Lister, who has just retired from this 
Honourable House. I remember as a new MP, he was 
very instrumental in schooling me, bringing me up to 
date, telling me how to act and talk, and when to 
speak and when not to speak, Mr. Speaker. So he is 
going to be a miss. I definitely wanted to be associ-
ated with that. 
 Mr. Speaker, on a lighter note, before I take 
my seat, I went to the football game on Memorial Day 
[sic]. I ask a letter of congratulations be sent . . .  
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Mr. Michael A. Weeks: Pardon? 
 Remembrance Day. I am sorry, Mr. Speaker, I 
said Memorial Day. But it is Remembrance Day. 
 Mr. Speaker, in spite of what happened after 
the game, I would be remiss if I did not get up, and I 
want to congratulate both teams for a great game. I 
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cannot remember who won, but I know who did not 
win. 
 
[Laughter] 
 
Mr. Michael A. Weeks: Dandy Town and Somerset 
[Trojans] played an excellent game. And, Mr. 
Speaker, hats off to them. Dandy Town won the game 
3-0, so I would like to send congratulations to the 
coach of Dandy Town and all the players. Thank you, 
Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: The Chair will now recognise the Hon-
ourable Member from Hamilton Parish— 
 
Mrs. Suzann Roberts-Holshouser: St. George’s 
South.  
 
The Speaker: It is? 
 
Mrs. Suzann Roberts-Holshouser: Where you live. 
 
The Speaker: It is where I live. I always get mixed up. 
It is Hamilton Parish, but it is St. George’s South, 
right?  
 I now recognise the Deputy Speaker, MP Hol-
shouser. You have the floor. 
 
Mrs. Suzann Roberts-Holshouser: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker, and once again, good morning. 
 I stand to my feet this morning to acknowl-
edge and remember a gentleman who had his heart 
and his life in the east end of the Island, and gave his 
life to tourism. He slipped his moorings in September, 
and that would be one 53-year-old Mark Whayman. 
Mark Whayman gave his life to celebrating what life 
was. If you saw him in the street, he always had the 
brightest smile. Tourists came from around the world 
to be part of his tour on Sand Dollar. 
 Mr. Speaker, since his passing, he has been 
greatly missed, and he will always be missed by those 
in the east, and I guess for those around the Island. 
Member, Mrs. Jackson, would also like to be associ-
ated with the letter of condolences. 
 On a brighter and happier note, especially for 
some, I would like the House to send a letter of con-
gratulations for the achievements of one Mr. Mark 
Anderson. And that was for his fundraising endeav-
ours— 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
The Speaker: Associate. You should be associated 
with. One Member spoke, Minister Crockwell. 
  
Mrs. Suzann Roberts-Holshouser: Oh, did he? I am 
sorry. I did not hear with all the noise from the fans. 
But I would like to be associated. 
 

The Speaker: Yes, just associate yourself. 
 
Mrs. Suzann Roberts-Holshouser: Thank you very 
much, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you, Honourable Mem-
ber. 
 The Chair will now recognise the Honourable 
Member, MP Walton Brown. You have the floor. 
 
Mr. Walton Brown: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, and 
good morning, colleagues. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. Good morning to you. 
 
Mr. Walton Brown: Mr. Speaker, I would like to be 
associated with the comments by the Honourable 
Tourism Minister, Mr. Crockwell, regarding Mr. Dillas.  

Mr. Dillas actually hired me in the mid-1970s 
to work at the Bermudiana Hotel. I was a very young 
person then. He was training young people in hospi-
tality. So I was hired without any skill set whatsoever. 
All I was doing was pouring water and delivering 
bread to tables. I was a busboy. 
 That was the model that we had in place for 
the training and development of our young people. 
That has disappeared today, Mr. Speaker. But if we 
could learn anything and carry on anything from what 
was taught by Mr. Dillas, it is to re-examine how we 
can reposition our people to get involved back in the 
hospitality arena, because it was a model of success. 
He exemplified it, and Bermuda is better for his contri-
bution to our tourism product. 
 Secondly, Mr. Speaker, I would like for this 
House to send a note of condolences to the family of 
Mr. John Darrell. Mr. Darrell, from Southampton, was 
a victim of property theft. We debated that last ses-
sion, Mr. Speaker. And were it not for decisions made 
beyond this Parliament, we would have had a Com-
mission of Inquiry to investigate the very real claims 
that Mr. Darrell was making. So it is unfortunate that 
his passing comes at a time when we have not yet 
been able to have these issues addressed. I am hop-
ing that in due course this House can pay proper re-
gard to his contribution to Bermuda and his quest for 
justice by doing what is right and proper. Thank you, 
Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 The Chair now recognises the Honourable 
Junior Minister Richards. You have the floor. 
 
Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, this past Sunday, November 9th, 
I had the pleasure of attending a celebration of the 
cup service at Marsden First United Methodist Church 
in Harris Bay, officiated by presiding pastor, Pastor 
Joseph Whalen. The service was a celebration of 
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Cleveland County Cricket Club defeating previous 
champion St. David’s and winning the Eastern County 
Cup after 33 years. The church service was very up-
lifting and inspiring. It was attended by current and 
former players. And after the service, we retreated 
into the church hall for a very lovely lunch. Pictures 
were taken. 
 Cleveland County Cricket Club and Marsden 
enjoy a long history together, the former players and 
current players being members of the congregation. 
So it was a very, very enjoyable Sunday afternoon. 
Even though it was raining outside, it was very sunny 
inside. 
 I also would like to ask a letter of congratula-
tions be sent to two constituents of mine, Mr. Speaker, 
who were honoured with an article in the Royal Ga-
zette a few weeks ago, Mr. Albert Dyer and his wife, 
Mrs. Barbara Dyer, who celebrated 60 years of mar-
riage. I had the honour of meeting this lovely couple 
before the election when I was canvassing. There are 
certain people that you come across in life who just 
stand out. And I just found a closeness to this couple. 
 So after Hurricane Gonzalo, my wife and I 
went and paid them a visit just to make sure they were 
okay, and they were fine. And when we entered the 
house, they were sitting there with their daughter and 
their son-in-law and their granddaughter. It was such 
a joy to see them, and I told them that they had be-
come my mentors, so to speak, on how to have a 
successful marriage. So I asked, What’s the secret? 
And Mr. Dyer said that before he goes to sleep every 
night, he kisses his wife on the forehead. And then my 
wife chimed in and said, Well, the real secret is that 
he does what you say (speaking to Mrs. Dyer). But 
they are a very lovely couple, and I just want to send a 
letter of congratulations for their 60 years of marriage. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 The Chair will now recognise the Honourable 
Member from constituency number 5. MP D. V. Bur-
gess, you have the floor. 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Thank you. Mr. 
Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I would like to send congratula-
tions to the Eastern Counties Cup Champion. The cup 
was first played between Tucker’s Town Cricket Club 
(which is still on the original cup, the name of it) and 
St. David’s. So it would be fitting that the Harris Bay 
Boys (that is where they are from) won that Eastern 
Counties Cup Championship. True champions—I 
mean, the greatest and most exciting team in the 
western hemisphere, Mr. Speaker, over 30 years! I 
would like to associate the Member, Mr. Richards, and 
the whole House, because I am sure Bermuda was 
awakened on that day when Harris Bay and Tucker’s 
Town Cricket Club won that cup. 

 Also, Mr. Speaker, I would like to send condo-
lences to the family of Elvyn Wears, from Friswells 
Hill, a cousin of mine, who was funeralised at St. 
Paul’s a couple of weeks ago. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 The Chair will now recognise the Honourable 
Minister for Education and Economic Development. 
Minister, Dr. Grant Gibbons, you have the floor. 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I also rise on a sad note this 
morning to ask that condolences be sent to the family 
of the late Victor Garcia (or “Vic,” as he was known by 
most of us), to his wife Jackie and children as well. I 
think many Honourable Members of the House will 
remember Vic as playing a very senior role, both at 
the Bank of Butterfield in the human relations area (I 
think he was the Vice President of HR), and then after 
that at PricewaterhouseCoopers (which was probably 
Coopers & Lybrand in those days. He was a tireless 
advocate for the training of young Bermudians. I think 
there are many in the community who benefited from 
his watchful eye and helped move them forward in the 
areas of banking and accounting, as well. 
 He was a real gentleman, and Vic always had 
a bit of a twinkle in his eye as well. He was a very 
thoughtful person, active in the community, and I cer-
tainly would ask that condolences be sent to his fam-
ily. 
 
[Inaudible interjection and laughter] 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Mr. Brown, Member 
on that side, would also like to be associated, and 
Jeanne Atherden. Let us see; I am not doing too well 
here. Yes, Suzann. (Anyway, it has been a long week, 
Mr. Speaker.) 
 While I am on my feet, I would also like to be 
associated with the condolences to the family of the 
late Jackie Brewer. 
 I would like to send congratulations, actually, 
to the organisers (on a different note) of the Bermuda 
Convergence Conference, the ILS conference which 
just took place in the last day or so, particularly the 
two organisers, Jason Carne and Arthur Wightman. 
This is a relatively new conference, but certainly one 
growing in importance. They have increased the num-
bers appreciably this year. Over 60 per cent of those 
attending were from overseas, and they had a really 
interesting and qualified field of people who came to 
learn about ILS and insurance-linked securities and 
collateralised insurance products, as well. 
 I would also like to send congratulations to the 
organisers of the PwC [PricewaterhouseCoopers] 
Standard & Poor’s conference. Again, Arthur Wight-
man at PwC for another conference which attracts a 
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lot of people to feature Bermuda’s international insur-
ance business, as well. 
 And I would like to be associated with the 
congratulations on the retirement of Terry Lister, and I 
mean that in a positive way as opposed to a negative 
way. The MP brought a lot of important stuff to the 
House in terms of how he dealt with his Independence 
thing. He has been an MP for many, many years and 
certainly one that I respected. I am sorry to see his 
retirement. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member, 
 The Chair will now recognise the Honourable 
Member from Sandys, MP Dennis Lister. 
 
Hon. Dennis P. Lister: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, my colleague who sits in front 
over here, the Honourable Derrick Burgess, just rose 
me to my feet when he made reference to cricket and 
honouring that team down in Harris’s Bay and said 
how we all took note of their victory. 
 But it took me back to earlier in the summer, 
Mr. Speaker, to the true classic of cricket. I think when 
we talk of cricket this year in Cup Match, we must ad-
mit that this was really one of the most outstanding 
Cup Match victories we have seen in a long time. 
 
[Desk thumping] 
 
Hon. Dennis P. Lister: Mr. Speaker, it takes me back 
to a year in 1979, I think you may be familiar with that. 
 
The Speaker: Oh, that was a good year. 
 
Hon. Dennis P. Lister: Well, I always thought that 
year was the best year, but I think this year has out-
done that year, Mr. Speaker. And I would like to make 
sure that this House sends the proper recognition to 
the Somerset Cricket Club on an outstanding victory 
this year. 
 Mr. Speaker, I must say that it actually bids 
well for Cup Match. The last few Cup Matches in 
Somerset have bid well for Cup Match. When you look 
at the class of people that have come out and just 
packed the stadium, the stands, Mr. Speaker. And I 
trust that that will continue as we work hard to bring 
that sport back to where it should be on our calendar, 
Mr. Speaker, as the classic for the summer. 
 Mr. Speaker, whilst on my feet, I would like to 
be associated with some of the other remarks that 
were expressed earlier, the condolences to the Do-
ers/Robinson family on the passing of Leslie; to the 
Black family on the passing of Mr. Ardie Black; to the 
Vickers family on the passing of Mr. Eugene Vickers; 
to Mr. Kenny Bascome on the passing of his wife; and 
to the family of Cheesey Hughes, Mr. Speaker. We 
know the outstanding sportsman that he was, and it 
has already been acknowledged that he recognised 
the strength in the West End and was allowed to 

come up to that part of the Island and play in the clas-
sic for our team. 
 Mr. Speaker, whilst on my feet, I would also 
like the House to join me in sending condolences to 
the Jones family on the passing of Mr. Peniston 
Jones. The Honourable Michael Scott would like to be 
associated with that. Mr. Jones was one of those quiet 
members of our community, as you will know, Mr. 
Speaker, but comes from a strong family in the com-
munity. And his loss will be missed amongst his family 
and his community. In his early years he worked for 
Marine and Ports and in his later years he was one of 
the ambassadors as a taxi driver. And surely we want 
to remember his family at this time. Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 The Chair will recognise now the Honourable 
Member from Smith’s, the Whip of the Government, 
MP Cole Simons. You have the floor. 
 
Mr. N. H. Cole Simons: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I rise this morning to send con-
dolences to the family of Frederick  'Boogie' Gordon. 
He was a well-known hotelier and a first-class chef. 
So I would like to send my condolences to the Gordon 
family and his five children. 
 While on hoteliers, I could not not say a few 
words about Toby Dillas. As was said earlier, Toby 
was the first black hotel general manager in this coun-
try. And he played a part in my life, because as a 
youngster, when he was Assistant Manager of Ber-
mudiana Beach Club, I was working over there on the 
beach as a beach boy and getting my first taste of 
tourism. And I really appreciate his contribution and 
the lessons that he passed on to me. 
 Mr. Speaker, I would like to associate myself 
with the following people and the following comments: 
Mr. Ardie Black and my former colleague, Terry Lister. 
Terry Lister was a very hardworking MP. He had a 
clear and sharp mind. He stood on principle, and he 
was under-valued.  

Mr. Speaker, I would like to also associate 
myself with the comments made in regard to Ms. Syl-
via Pully, Ms. Rochelle Bascome, and, as a member 
of the Veterinary Council, I would like to associate 
myself with the comments made in regard to Dr. Neil 
Burnie. He was a first-class veterinarian. He was 
loved by pet owners, and he showed nothing but care 
and affection over his charges. So again, on behalf of 
Bermuda and the Veterinary Council, I pay my re-
spects and condolences to his family. 
 I would like to also send congratulatory re-
marks, and I am going to associate myself with Archie 
Warner and Magistrate Juan Wolffe, again a progres-
sive young gentleman, and I am sure he will do well 
on the bench. 
 Mr. Speaker, Dr. Garcia is a constituent of 
mine. And I always could expect a challenging discus-
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sion when I visited him in his home in Smith’s Parish. 
And I would just like to say that Bermuda has lost a 
man of the soil, a Smith’s Parish man. The first thing 
he said to me when I ran in 1998, he says, Cole, I 
don’t quite understand this racial bit. I am a Portu-
guese Bermudian. I was raised on Flatts Hill. (And this 
was in the 1940s, early 1950s.) And I had black 
friends. They were in my house, I was in their house, 
and there was no problem. And it just really bothers 
me that with the challenges we have in this country 
we can’t resolve the racial issues. 
 He also had a passion for special-needs chil-
dren. Mr. Jim Brock indicated to me that he worked for 
the Department of Education in developing the cur-
riculum for special needs. So again, I salute him for 
his contribution to education, and I also salute him for 
his contribution to sailing, because he was involved in 
the Royal Hamilton Amateur Dinghy Club. 
 Again, thank you for your time, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 The Chair will now recognise the Honourable 
Member from Hamilton Parish, constituency number 
6, MP Wayne Furbert. You have the floor. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I would definitely like to be as-
sociated with the remarks and the condolences to the 
family of Toby Dillas. We all can mention the experi-
ence and the discussions we have had with Toby over 
the years. Fortunately, when I became Minister of 
Tourism, Toby was one of the first individuals I called, 
in Florida, to ask him for some suggestions. And in his 
wisdom . . .  I listened, and some things we did carry 
out. 
 Mr. Speaker, I would like to also send condo-
lences to [the family of] a world-renowned speaker, a 
writer, and that is Dr. Myles Munroe. That is coming 
from the whole House. He has been to Bermuda be-
fore at National Stadium with Dr. Vernon Lambe. I had 
the fortune to be able to visit him in the Bahamas to 
one of his leadership conferences over the years. As 
a matter of fact, I was there when they put back in one 
of the former Prime Ministers of the Bahamas. 
 This individual, I do not know how he is going 
to be replaced, particularly in the Bahamian atmos-
phere. He was one who was willing to stand up 
against things that he felt were wrong. He had a very 
large church in the Bahamas. Politicians always spoke 
to him and asked him for guidance in the Bahamian 
atmosphere. 
 It was a shock, I believe, to the world, know-
ing that Dr. Myles Munroe had been killed in such a 
tragic situation. One of the books that stood out to me 
was In Pursuit of Purpose. I read that book over and 
over again. He has written quite often about vision. So 
for him, his wife, as the senior pastor of that church (I 
believe his wife, but I am not sure), but I know the jun-
ior pastor of the church and his wife, and their child 

and other members . . . you cannot imagine what 
emptiness they must feel right now at that Bahamian 
church. 
 I know that he is a cousin to our Leader’s wife, 
Simone. And so, if I had the fortune, I would travel to 
that particular funeral. So I would like for the House to 
send our deepest condolences to Dr. Myles Munroe’s 
family, and I will do my best to try to get the address 
for the Clerk. Thank you. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 The Chair will now recognise the Honourable 
Member from Pembroke, MP Susan Jackson. You 
have the floor. 
 
Mrs. Susan E. Jackson: Good morning, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Good morning. 
 
Mrs. Susan E. Jackson: I would just like to send 
congratulations to Mr. Melvyn Bassett for organising 
the prayer breakfast this morning for Members. 
 
The Speaker: Carry on. 
 
Mrs. Susan E. Jackson: He did a good job. I thank 
Pastor Gary Simons for his words of inspiration. And I 
would like to thank the Speaker for everything that he 
has done to make sure that the prayer breakfast re-
mains a tradition and brings colleagues together in 
good feelings and camaraderie. Thank you. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 The Chair will now recognise the Honourable 
Member from Sandys, the learned Member MP Kim 
Wilson. You have the floor. 
 
Ms. Kim N. Wilson: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 I just would like this House to send a number 
of congratulatory remarks with respect to some events 
that have happened in recent times. 
 First and foremost, if this House could send 
congratulatory remarks to Yushae Simmons, who 
hails from Somerset and is a resident of the Cooks Hill 
area. And Yushae, for those of you who do not know, 
was the first Bermudian athlete to attend a high-level 
competition of a Paralympics sport of bocce. Bocce 
ball, Mr. Speaker, is where you have this main ball, 
and then people try to throw other balls to get as close 
to the main ball. And it is one of those games that re-
quires a high level of skill, concentration, focus, as 
well as strategy. 
 Yushae, who is 20 years old, attended the 
World Bocce Championships in China in September 
to compete on behalf of Bermuda.  Following the 
event, the culmination of the event, she placed third. 
She was third place. So she was the highest ranking 
Bermudian Paralympics bocce ball player. So for that, 
I think we all need to commend and congratulate her. 

Bermuda House of Assembly 



20 14 November 2014 Official Hansard Report  
 
In fact, her objectives and goals now are to qualify for 
the 26th Paralympics Games in Rio, as well as the 
2015 Parapan American Games that will be held in 
Toronto next year. So, in that regard, she is the 
[daughter] of Ashanti Simmons, and if we can send 
congratulations to her. 
 In addition to that, I would like for this House 
to also acknowledge one of our newest PhD candi-
dates in Bermuda, Dr. Renee Simmons, who has just 
completed her doctoral programme, doctor of psy-
chology. And her clinical research project was entitled 
“Children’s Mental Health Treatment in the Primary 
Care Setting: Investigating the Perceived Roles and 
Responsibilities of Physicians in Bermuda.” She is the 
proud daughter of Roderick Simons, Jr., and Laverne 
Simons, formerly of St. Mary’s Road in Warwick. And 
her grandparents, Roderick Simons, Sr., and Joan 
Simons Simmons, of Warwick, as well as Oscar 
Franklin and Carolyn Franklin Young.  
 I think we have to congratulate this young 
lady. She recently graduated from Georgia Interna-
tional Convention Center at College Park on Novem-
ber 1st, where many of her family and friends also at-
tended. She is, again, a doctor of psychology and will 
be working here in Bermuda, developing her practice 
locally with the Association of Diagnostic and Psycho-
logical Services. 
 Also, real quickly— 
 
The Speaker: Just very quickly. 
 
Ms. Kim N. Wilson: How much time? Three? Okay. 
Real quickly. Thank you, Mr. Speaker, for your indul-
gence. 
 If we can also send congratulations to the or-
ganisers of Project Pink. Ultimate Imaging, who re-
cently held their seventh annual public event ac-
knowledging persons and survivors of breast cancer, 
it was held last evening. It was a wonderful event, well 
attended— 
 
The Speaker: All right, Honourable Member. Honour-
able Member. Yes. You have gone over. 
 
Ms. Kim N. Wilson: Okay. Thank you for your indul-
gence. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Yes, the Chair will recognise now the Honour-
able Member from Devonshire. MP Glen Smith, you 
have the floor. 
 
Mr. Glen Smith: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 I would like to send condolences to the family 
of Mr. Winston “Bobby” Jones. As Bermuda had 
fought and battled the hurricane the night before of a 
cat 3, the next morning, unfortunately, Mr. Jones was 
in a road fatality accident as he was taking his son to 
have a shower at the Hamilton Princess. Mr. Jones 

was very involved with the Jamaican Association and 
also was a strong member of the Cedarpark commu-
nity association. He is survived by his wife Shirelle 
and his son Shirwin. 
 I would also like to be associated with the 
condolences to Mr. Eugene Vickers. Mr. Vickers inter-
viewed me to be a reserve policeman (gosh, back in 
the 1980s). And we always had a wonderful relation-
ship after that. We also rode around in police cars, 
having lots of chats about how different people feel 
about things in life and achievements, what people 
need to do. Then later in life he was a constituent of 
mine, and we shared different opinions on different 
issues. But at the end of the day, he was a good 
friend of mine. 
 I would also like to send condolences to the 
Ardie Black family, and I would also like to be associ-
ated with condolences to Dr. Neil Burnie, who was a 
very close friend of mine also. And I would also like to 
send congratulations to the former Minister, Mr. Terry 
Lister. Mr. Lister and I spent a lot of time in the back 
coffee room, talking. And he also has assisted me in 
how I could improve on speaking in the House and 
debating. 
 Also, we spent a fair amount of time in the 
Public Accounts Committee, and he has a wonderful 
mind and is very articulate. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 Would any other Honourable Member care to 
speak? 
 Yes, the Chair will recognise, from Southamp-
ton, the Honourable Member Zane De Silva. MP De 
Silva, you have the floor. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I would like to be associated 
with the condolences for Mr. Toby Dillas. They have 
been well documented today. I know that he had a 
close working relationship with my wife’s mother for a 
long time. And I know he will be sadly missed. 
 Also, Mr. Speaker, I would like to be associ-
ated with the condolences for Charger Reid. I worked 
with Charger much over the years when he was in 
business, Mr. Speaker, and certainly enjoyed my time 
with him. 
 I would also like to be associated with the 
condolences for Mr. Eugene Vickers. Also, Ms. Jackie 
Brewer, and, of course, I do not know if anybody 
talked about our good friend from up the west, Mr. 
Speaker, who worked up the west, Wayne Dears. You 
know, he lost his life. Associate everybody with 
Wayne Dears, Mr. Speaker. He will be sorely missed. 
Port Royal, you know, has suffered two losses of life 
up there this year. So our heart goes out to the em-
ployees, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I also wish to send condolences 
to the family of Mr. Parke Woodrow “Woody” Burrows, 
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whom you know quite well. Also, Marc Bean, the Op-
position Leader, would like to be associated. I spent a 
lot of time at Woody’s house as a youngster, Mr. 
Speaker. His son and I . . . he was in my wedding. 
And we have a relationship that continues today. And 
of course, you mentioned Dennis Lister. The Honour-
able Member, mentioned 1979. Well, 1979 was a 
good year for Woody, too, because as you will re-
member, he paraded Gina Swainson, who was 
crowned Miss Bermuda— 
 
The Speaker: Miss Bermuda. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Well, not only Miss Ber-
muda, Miss World. 
 
The Speaker: Miss World. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Yes. So he paraded her 
around in his well-known car, “The Thing”. You will 
remember that, I am sure, Mr. Speaker, being from 
the west. 
 Mr. Speaker, I would also like to be associ-
ated with the condolences for Neil Burnie. I knew Neil 
very well. Neil would walk in my office with his har-
monica. He did not care what meeting I was in. He 
would just walk in, singing, burst the door down. I 
don’t care what meeting you’re in! That is how he was. 
Everybody knows that is how Neil was. In fact, he 
named one of his sharks, I think . . . Maybe Members 
know— 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Zane? 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: No, he did not name him 
Zane, Mr. Gibbons. 
 
[Laughter] 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: He named that shark Is-
land Construction. 
 
[Laughter] 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Because he had a little pet 
project, as some Members, I am sure . . . The Hon-
ourable Member Pettingill knows about that project. 
But he was a character, to say the least, and he will 
be missed by many. 
 Mr. Speaker, on the lighter side, I would like 
the House to send congratulations and best wishes to 
Mr. John Payne, who recently retired. Associate Mr. 
Cole Simons. You might know that John worked for 
the National Office for Seniors for many years and 
Immigration, as well. And I think you know that he left 
his mark. 
 Mr. Speaker, I would also like to finish on, if 
the House could send a note of thanks and congratu-
lations to the PGA of America for the eight years that 

they came to Bermuda and hosted the Grand Slam. 
They will be sorely missed. Associate Mr. Crockwell, 
the Honourable Member, as well. I think the whole 
House, yes, the whole House would like to be associ-
ated, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: All right, Honourable Member. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Mr. Speaker, the staff at 
Port Royal for their years of support for the Grand 
Slam, as well. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you, Honourable Mem-
ber. 
 Would any other Honourable Member care to 
speak? 
  The Chair recognises the Honourable Mem-
ber from Pembroke, MP Rolfe Commissiong. You 
have the floor. 
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I want to start off by associating 
my remarks with those of the Member for St. George’s 
West, who spoke about one of Bermuda’s great 
women, who epitomised what it was to be a true Ber-
mudian woman. And that is none other than the wife 
of our colleague and friend, the Honourable Mr. Ken-
neth Bascome, his lovely wife, Rochelle, whom I knew 
personally. And I know she was a great soul mate to 
that Honourable Member. And she is going to be 
deeply missed. 
 Mr. Speaker, I also wish to associate myself 
with the three icons who were mentioned. First, Mr. 
Ardie Black, who was not only an icon of the North 
Hamilton business community, but an icon of Ber-
muda’s business community for decades. He has 
passed on that legacy to his sons, and that business 
remains a stable and productive and profitable busi-
ness in my constituency. Mr. Black always had words 
of wisdom, as many have articulated here, for me. 
And I always appreciated listening to him. 
 What some people may not know, Mr. Black 
was also an avid footballer. I know that he once 
played for my team, Pembroke Hamilton Club, but I 
believe—and, Mr. Speaker, you may be able to help 
me here—he may have also, I think, played briefly for 
the legendary Pembroke Juniors. 
 
The Speaker: I think he did, yes. 
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: Thank you. 
 Also, Mr. Cheesey Hughes, I would like to 
associate my remarks with those that were expressed 
earlier, another icon of the Bermudian sporting com-
munity. He always had kind and supportive words for 
me, and he made his mark in Bermuda’s sporting his-
tory. And he shall not be forgotten. 
 Finally, Mr. Charger Reid, or should I say Mr. 
Sinclair Hewetson “Charger” Reid, Sr., we are related 
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through marriage, Mr. Speaker. And I just want to take 
a minute or so just to let people know that, besides 
again being an iconic sportsman for the legendary 
Wellington Rovers back in that late 1950s, early 
1960s period, Mr. Speaker, Charger Reid was a man 
who wore so many hats that it is unbelievable. In 
terms of his private life, the amount of jobs and occu-
pations he had, the amount of businesses that he was 
a part of is just something that I must take note of. 
 For example here, it says that Mr. Reid had 
several jobs in his lifetime. He worked on the research 
vessel, the Sir Horace Lamb, bringing home films and 
slides of his adventures throughout the Caribbean. He 
also worked at Maytag on the Air Force base, Esso 
and Shell, where he refuelled aircraft. He owned two 
taxis, one of which he would drive, in addition to his 
full-time job. 
 Now, listen to this: Charger Reid, as he was 
affectionately known, also raised cattle and pigs, had 
a milking cow and owned a chicken farm which con-
sisted of 1,200 sucklings and leghorns. From this 
farm, he was able to supply eggs to the markets in the 
East End communities. 
 Furthermore, he also operated Pitchers Vari-
ety Store in St. David’s for a time, and a small grocery 
store called St. David’s Market. This, as I am led to 
believe, would have happened way before he started, 
with his wife, Reid’s Restaurant. So again, these are 
the type of individuals whom we have lost in this 
community, Mr. Charger Reid and Mr. Black, in par-
ticular, who were also great entrepreneurs and great 
exemplars of that Bermudian spirit which we all ap-
preciate and love. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 Are there any other Honourable Members 
who would care to speak? 
 The Chair will recognise the Honourable Pre-
mier. M. H. Dunkley, you have the floor. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I want to take this opportunity 
just to be associated with the messages that honour-
able colleagues have given after our break from the 
House over the late summer and fall period. I certainly 
would be remiss if I did not pass on condolences to 
many upstanding Bermudians who passed away while 
we were out. 
 As the honourable colleague just mentioned, 
Charger Reid and the family of Jackie Brewer and 
Ardie Black and Cheesey Hughes and Eugene Vick-
ers. 
 Certainly, Mr. Speaker, I was shocked on 
Tuesday to learn of the passing of Dr. Neil Burnie. I 
think everyone in this House knew of him and proba-
bly had stories about him personally. But he was a 
larger-than-life person who will be dearly missed and 
gone too soon. 

 Mr. Speaker, I do want to reflect a bit on the 
unfortunate passing of Fire-fighter Baker. I had the 
honour of attending the funeral a few days ago. Fire-
fighter Baker certainly passed too soon. He was a 
good young man who contributed greatly not only to 
his family and his friends, but certainly to the Bermuda 
Fire and Rescue Service. He was a well-respected 
colleague down there. And I know the service takes it 
hard when one of their colleagues passes, and they 
were the first responders to that incident—it is very 
difficult to fathom at this time, Mr. Speaker. So we 
give strength to the Bermuda Fire and Rescue Ser-
vice, as well. 
 And certainly, Toby Dillas was a man whom I 
knew growing up, because he was one of those peo-
ple who liked everybody and had time for everybody, 
and certainly contributed greatly to Bermuda. 
 Mr. Speaker, I know it is difficult for our hon-
ourable colleague Kenny Bascome, but I want to take 
this opportunity to be associated with those condo-
lences on the passing of his lovely wife, and just to 
say a message to my honourable colleague that he 
showed strength and fortitude that very few individuals 
could have done at that funeral to get up and deliver 
the message that he did. So, Kenny, Honourable 
Member, you know you are in our thoughts and 
prayers forevermore in your difficult period that you 
have gone through. 
 On a brighter side, Mr. Speaker, it is not often 
that we have the opportunity to congratulate a world 
champion in Bermuda (as first delivered by honour-
able colleague Outerbridge) from the East End of the 
Island. I took the opportunity to call Flora Duffy after 
she won the world championship and talk to her about 
it, and she was certainly over the moon. But, Mr. 
Speaker, I can tell honourable colleagues that she is a 
human being, because she ran the New York Mara-
thon about a week later and finished about a minute 
ahead of my brother. So she did come back to earth 
pretty quickly when she ran the New York Marathon. 
 
[Laughter] 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Certainly, I would like to 
be associated with the congratulations sent to the 
Honourable Member Terry Lister, who just retired from 
this place. While he did sit on the opposite side of the 
House from me at all time, he was a fair man. He was 
a respected man. And his contribution to Bermuda is 
very well measured. So, congratulations for a career 
in politics that helped our Island move forward. 
 Certainly I would like to be associated with the 
congratulations on the retirement of Senior Magistrate 
Warner and the best wishes for Juan Wolffe. 
 Mr. Speaker, I will finish where I think it is ap-
propriate to finish, with congratulations to Cup Match 
champions 2014 in defending the Cup. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
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[Pause] 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Premier. 
 As usual, when we return, there are many . . . 
There is only one opportunity to do many obits and 
congratulations. And, Members, I think you have done 
well in recognising several of those who have passed 
and made contributions, as well as those who have 
excelled in performances. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS BY THE SPEAKER 
 

APOLOGY 
 
The Speaker: I did get a note from the Honourable 
Member Glenn Blakeney, to inform me that he would 
not be here today. He is out.  
 

HOUSE VISITORS 
 
The Speaker: I would like to recognise some Mem-
bers in the House. We have Senators Woolridge, 
Baron and Ball. Then we have a former Member of 
Parliament, former MP Simmons, here with us today. 
 
[Pause]  
 

MATTERS OF PRIVILEGE 
 

The Speaker: There are no matters of privilege. 
 

PERSONAL EXPLANATIONS 
 

The Speaker: No personal explanations. 
 

NOTICE OF MOTIONS FOR THE  
ADJOURMENT OF THE HOUSE  

ON MATTERS OF URGENT  
PUBLIC IMPORTANCE 

 
The Speaker: No notices of motions. 
 

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS 
 
The Speaker: There are no Government Bills. We 
have one Opposition Bill, and I recognise the Honour-
able Member, MP Walton Brown. 
 

BILL 
 

FIRST READING 
 

COMMISSIONS OF INQUIRY AMENDMENT ACT 
2014 

 
Mr. Walton Brown: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

 Mr. Speaker, I move for leave to introduce the 
following Bill for its First Reading: the Commissions of 
Inquiry Amendment Act 2014. I ask that it now be 
placed on the Order Paper for the next day of meet-
ing. 
 
The Speaker: It has been moved by the Honourable 
Member. Are there any objections to that? 
 There are no objections. That matter will be 
placed on the Order Paper. 
 There are no private Bills, no notice of mo-
tions. 

 
ORDERS OF THE DAY 

 
The Speaker: We move now to the Orders of the 
Day. And the Chair will recognise first the Honourable 
Premier, Premier Dunkley. 
 

MESSAGE TO HIS EXCELLENCY  
THE GOVERNOR 

 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: May it please Your Excel-
lency: We the Members of the House of Assembly of 
Bermuda thank Your Excellency for the gracious 
speech which Your Excellency was pleased to open 
the present session of Parliament. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 Carry on. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I realise I have the opportunity at 
the end of this debate, probably sometime after mid-
night tonight, to say a few comments. But I would like 
to just take this opportunity to say a brief few com-
ments as I introduce the Throne Speech for honour-
able colleagues on both sides of the House to make 
their contributions today. 
 Mr. Speaker, I think that it is fair to say that 
this is a very ambitious agenda for the year, legislative 
year to come. And I think it was summed up very well 
by the BPSU in their comments to the media shortly 
after the Throne Speech was read by His Excellency 
in the Senate Chamber (due to the difficult weather 
conditions we experienced last Friday) when the 
BPSU (and I quote from their comments) said: “A bal-
anced and appropriate for the times we are living in . . 
. moderate and included good initiatives that will seek 
to improve the economy and the social well-being of 
Bermudians.” 
 Mr. Speaker, I think that sums up the ap-
proach that we tried to take on this.  

We realise, Mr. Speaker, as it says on the 
cover of the Throne Speech, that the challenge of our 
time is the opportunity of our time. There is no doubt 
that we face very significant challenges, just like every 
community throughout the world faces. But Bermuda 
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has very significant challenges we have to face. And 
the way we like to look at it on this side, Mr. Speaker, 
is while we face those challenges, we also have a 
very real opportunity to turn those challenges around. 
 So we have cast this Throne Speech out as 
an ambitious agenda for the legislative year coming 
up, one that we know we have to help our people as 
we move forward, and we also have to make sure we 
stimulate and turn the economy around. 
 So against that backdrop, Mr. Speaker, I look 
forward to the debate today. Thank you. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Premier. 
 The Chair will now recognise the Honourable 
Leader of the Opposition, the Honourable M. A. R. 
Bean. Leader of the Opposition, you have the floor. 
Yes. 
 
[Pause] 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Good morning, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Good morning, good morning. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: And good morning to honour-
able colleagues, and good morning to the people of 
Bermuda. 
 

THRONE SPEECH REPLY 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Mr. Speaker, it is my honour 
and privilege, to stand to provide the initial Reply to 
the Throne Speech 2014. 

 
[Inaudible interjections; OBA Members exited the 
House] 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Mr. Speaker, I am going to 
pause because, apparently, the One Bermuda Alli-
ance Government have decided to vacate and leave 
the Chamber on our Reply, even though we have not 
received a Ministerial Statement on the gun violence. 
 
[Pause] 
 
The Speaker: Carry on, Honourable Member. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. The 
good thing, Mr. Speaker, is that this Reply is not di-
rected to the One Bermuda Alliance. This Reply is 
directed to the people of Bermuda. 
 Mr. Speaker, Proverbs 29:18 teaches us, 
“Where there is no vision the people perish.” 

While the One Bermuda Alliance Government 
has promoted the politics of fear—F-E-A-R—in order 
to obtain short-term political gain and success, the 
Progressive Labour Party still maintains its decade-
long commitment to advance the politics of fairness in 
a Bermuda that has increasingly seen little of it of late. 

Nothing illustrates this more than the fact that 
the Government’s non-existing economic recovery 
continues to place a disproportionate burden upon 
those who are increasingly less able to carry its bur-
dens. 

Mr. Speaker, shared sacrifice, as articulated 
by the Government, can never be a reality if the sacri-
fice in question falls more and more upon lower- and 
middle-income workers, the small- to mid-sized busi-
ness sector, and Bermuda’s black community in par-
ticular, as evidenced by the Government’s own unem-
ployment data. 

Mr. Speaker, Bermuda has waited patiently 
for almost two years for this Government to get its act 
together and deliver on its promises. Sadly, much like 
the hundreds of homeowners who are still without the 
necessary slate supplies to repair their roofs, those 
hopes continue to be unrealised. 

Similarly, the hope that we would have had a 
referendum on gaming, or that the Government would 
have embraced the Opposition’s recommendations for 
online gaming, or our proposals for the blue economy 
in order to diversify this economy also remain unreal-
ised, as does the hope of thousands of Bermudians 
for economic relief and renewal. Clearly, the concept 
of collaboration that the One Bermuda Alliance 
speaks of so often is a word devoid of meaning, as it 
has never been put into practice. 

Mr. Speaker, while there are some items con-
tained within the year’s Throne Speech that are wor-
thy of consideration and debate, the majority of which 
are ideas that were initiated under a PLP Govern-
ment, the general consensus is that the One Bermuda 
Alliance is content with maintaining the status quo. 

Mr. Speaker, the Progressive Labour Party 
understands intrinsically that there must be sacrifice in 
order to address our not-so-insignificant fiscal chal-
lenges, but a plan that does not truly produce shared 
sacrifice, as was the case with the now-deferred Pub-
lic Bodies Reform Bill, is not one that we, along with 
our friends and social partners in labour, can support. 

We encourage Bermudians and the Govern-
ment to revisit the PLP’s plan for deficit reduction, as 
articulated in our 2014 Budget Reply. You will note 
that it closely parallels the recommendations which 
have emanated out of the Trade Union Congress and 
is consistent with our values and governing philoso-
phy. 

Mr. Speaker, yet besides challenging the 
Government and the special interest groups that they 
represent, we also challenge the Bermudian people to 
recognise that there is no going back to the glory days 
of Bermuda’s golden era of tourism during the 1960s 
and 1970s. And neither will we see a return to the 
economic boom times driven by the exponential 
growth of international business and construction on 
Island that existed during the early to late 2000s of the 
last decade. 
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Mr. Speaker, that is not to say that we will not 
see renewed growth and vitality in our economy, es-
pecially if we can create a more diversified economy 
along the lines that we have recommended. But that 
growth and the Bermuda that it will benefit will be a 
different type of economic growth than what we have 
previously experienced. 

That is why we must keep our eye on strate-
gic challenges such as an ageing population, a global 
reinsurance industry that is experiencing root and 
branch structural reform due to major innovations, 
such as investment-linked securities, and the ongoing 
relentless march of information and other forms of 
technology, to name but a few. 

Mr. Speaker, let us recognise that in order for 
economic growth to occur in a balanced manner, and 
not overly dependent on external help, it is essential 
for us to be bold and reform our education system lest 
the rationale and justification for current OBA policies 
that put Bermudians second or third in their own coun-
try finds root. Our education system must be stream-
lined for efficiency and made effective by placing more 
accountability on schools and student outcomes. Our 
system must not only demand academic excellence, it 
also must demand discipline and social excellence. 

Mr. Speaker, let us also acknowledge that we 
need, and the times demand, major immigration re-
form in order to protect the interests of Bermudian 
workers in their own country, as opposed to undermin-
ing that interest on the altar of political and economic 
expediency, as appears to be the case today. 

At a time when human resources globally are 
the most valuable of resources, it makes no sense 
investing in workforce development and education at 
the local level if, at the same time, immigration poli-
cies are undermining the ability of Bermudians to ob-
tain good well-paying jobs and pursue their profes-
sional aspirations. 

Mr. Speaker, let us also put politics aside for 
once and embark on an in-depth discussion regarding 
health care reform and its associated cost. We say put 
politics aside, as good health is not biased or partial to 
which political party one supports. Neither does sick-
ness care for which party a person may vote for. 

Mr. Speaker, these and other challenges de-
mand that all of us begin to view the world around us 
a little differently and be cognisant of the very real im-
pact of these and other trends on our lives, and Ber-
muda’s global competiveness, as we move forward. 

Lastly, these new challenges also require a 
new way in which we imagine success in Bermuda. 
We posit that it is not always achieved by working for 
others as employees. The PLP stands squarely in fa-
vour of facilitating a more entrepreneurial society. We 
are determined to lower the barriers to entry across 
the board so those persons and the enterprises that 
they create can serve as engines of growth in Ber-
muda, as they do in most countries. 

We have already signalled our support for 
black economic empowerment, and we more broadly 
wish to see more Bermudians empower themselves 
and their families by turning their attention to entre-
preneurship as the pathway to success, as traditional 
sources of employment begin to decline. Economic 
empowerment, regardless of who desires to be em-
powered, must be driven by an expanded private sec-
tor, and persons need to be free to compete. Not eve-
ryone will or can be an entrepreneur; neither will those 
who do find success. But let us recognise that jobs 
cannot be created in any other sustainable way. 

Mr. Speaker, our deficit reduction plan, as ar-
ticulated in our 2014 Budget Reply, is indicative of the 
fact that a future PLP Government recognises the re-
ality of one of the foremost political obligations, that 
being the practice of prudent fiscal responsibility. It 
should be noted that our deficit reduction plan arrives 
at the same destination and at the same time as the 
OBA, the difference being one of altitude and atti-
tude—in other words, an alternative glide-path. We 
also recognise that fiscal responsibility ultimately 
benefits all of society, but, in particular, it benefits 
those most in need, those of us within the lower and 
middle income bracket. Make no mistake Mr. 
Speaker: It is not the rich who will suffer from in-
creased national debt and the spectre of default; 
rather, it is the ordinary citizen and resident who will 
bear the brunt of the negative effects of such a sce-
nario. 

Mr. Speaker, it is also important to recognise 
that fiscal responsibility is not an end in itself, and it 
must eventually translate into a commitment to reduce 
the level of interference that we, politicians, via laws, 
policies, taxes and regulations, impart on our people 
in their daily lives. While the OBA and others continue 
to advance the notion of a smaller government 
through cuts and efficiencies, the PLP posits that a 
smaller government will have no appreciable impact in 
the lives of our people if it is not combined with the 
principle of less government. The foundation stone of 
a free society, where the oppressed and the sufferer 
may rise up and take their rightful place amongst their 
fellow men, requires nothing less. If eradicating de-
pendency on government is a desired outcome, then 
there must be an alternative for our people to have the 
freedom to raise their standard of living by their own 
efforts and by the help of others. 

Mr. Speaker, we welcome the idea for the di-
versification of the local banking sector. It is some-
thing that we first called for in our 2013 Budget Reply, 
and we are happy that, two years later, the OBA have 
seen the light. We are also pleased to see that the 
BMA is seeking to improve the money service regula-
tions. These two initiatives have the potential to 
strengthen our economy and provide opportunities for 
Bermudians to participate via ownership or employ-
ment. In particular, the PLP has identified an emerg-
ing sector that, with these improvements, can become 
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a source of additional diversification of our economy—
that is, a global mobile money service business sec-
tor. 

Mr. Speaker, we are pleased with these im-
provements because, after 23 months of OBA Gov-
ernment, Bermudians are still being laid off, jobs are 
being outsourced, businesses are closing, wages and 
hours are being cut and frozen. With that backdrop, 
the OBA continues to state that the economy has 
turned the corner. But their own Throne Speech high-
lights their deception. On one page, the OBA says, 
“Bermuda’s Gross Domestic Product—the measure of 
economic activity on the Island—increased by almost 
one per cent in 2013, the first growth in five years.” 
And on the next page, “If current trajectories hold, the 
Financial Year 2014/15 will be the year in which the 
Island, after years of recession, finally moves from 
decline to real growth.” 

Mr. Speaker, did the recession end last year 
with “growth” of our GDP, like on page 5, or will it end 
this year, like on page 6? The fact is that, in spite of 
the OBA and PLP efforts, there is little growth on the 
horizon. 

Mr. Speaker, the OBA has stated that they are 
exploring the idea of reverse mortgages for our sen-
iors. We do not support the introduction of reverse 
mortgages. There is no doubt that the majority of our 
seniors face a cash flow problem, as their fixed in-
comes are hardly sufficient to make ends meet. But to 
offer a product that will see an increase and transfer 
of debt to the beneficiaries of their labour, usually their 
children, is a diabolical scheme of disinheritance. 
Even if the OBA Government, alongside the bankers, 
decide to offer our seniors a reverse mortgage, we 
advise our seniors to not accept it and to stay far 
away from such a scheme. 

Mr. Speaker, we would encourage those of us 
who have elderly parents, who have sacrificed for us 
to be educated, and have acquired property that is 
intended to be passed on, to pay attention to the plight 
of our parents. If you are still waiting for the time when 
you will be able to claim your inheritance, then you 
have an obligation today to provide financial relief 
while they are alive. Do not be so negligent that your 
parents must suffer the indignity of depending on a 
bank, or, for that matter, the government. 

Mr. Speaker, we as a people cannot continue 
to hold on to our motto, Quo fata ferunt—Whither the 
fates may carry us. It may have been good for Sir 
George Somers when he put the Sea Venture on the 
reefs off Bermuda in 1609, but it is not good enough 
for us in 2014. 

The global rating agencies have warned us 
about the dangers of the lack of diversification of our 
economy. Yet the OBA continues to ignore these 
warnings, ignore the job losses, ignore the company 
closures, ignore the wage reductions, and have dem-
onstrated neither the interest nor the ability to diversify 
our economy. The OBA’s myopic focus on maturing 

industries and failure to even look at diversification 
and new industries will not produce the growth our 
people and our economy require. 

Mr. Speaker, our party fully supports tourism 
and international business, and we will continue to put 
resources and policies in place that will allow these 
industries to thrive. However, relying on these two 
industries alone will not be in our best interest. We 
must increase our scope of possibilities and open up 
doors and opportunities that have never been done 
before. We realise the challenges, but how we view 
the challenges is what will define us. We can choose 
to see the challenges as stepping stones or as obsta-
cles. The PLP choose stepping stones. 

Mr. Speaker, over the years, we have 
schooled our people to be workers and not entrepre-
neurs. Those who have attempted to put their hands 
in the fire to attempt entrepreneurship have been 
turned away by the system or barriers put in their way 
due to a lack of capital. 

Mr. Speaker, some Bermudians have come 
up with creative business ideas over the years, but 
have been shut down due to monopoly policies. We 
have become an Island that does not allow competi-
tion in a big way. We have lived in our own protective 
cocoon for too long, and while the world is taking on 
new investments, we bow to pressure by interest 
groups. The past has gone, but the future is before us 
for those who can clearly see. If we are going to keep 
or increase our standard of living, then the economic 
walls of noncompetition must come down. 

Mr. Speaker, our strategy is to increase real 
growth in our economy so that government revenue 
will increase and that our debt level will be reduced to 
an acceptable level. As previously stated, we support 
the expansion of our banking sector, which will allow 
other banks to enter our shores. We believe we 
should invite some of the top law firms around the 
world to operate in Bermuda. The model that we use 
may be similar to how some of the top accounting 
firms came to Bermuda. These foreign investments 
will bring new business and create new jobs and op-
portunities. 

Mr. Speaker, we support the blue economy, 
which stimulates entrepreneurship, competitiveness 
and employment, inclusive of sea-bed mining, aqua-
culture and off-shore fishing. This will lead to the crea-
tion of new job opportunities, the diversification of our 
economy and the creation of new revenue streams for 
Government. 

We also encourage less red tape, to allow 
greater foreign investment in the Bermudian market-
place, with a particular emphasis on creating greater 
competition in the insurance, fund management, 
wealth management, telecommunications, and infor-
mation and technological/E-commerce industries. 

Mr. Speaker, Bermuda has always been lo-
cated in a strategic part of the world. It is our view that 
we can capitalise more on this position by allowing 
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other industries to come here. To this end, we will in-
vestigate the benefit of setting up an economic free 
zone on some of the property owned by the Bermuda 
Development Corporation. We believe by giving high-
tech companies the right concessions, they will set up 
offices in Bermuda. We also support the investigation 
and feasibility study of a transhipment hub in high-
valued commodities. 

Mr. Speaker, we also acknowledge the need, 
in addition to the proposed legalisation of medicinal 
cannabis, to look at the CRC [Cannabis Reform Col-
laborative] report recommendations on the issue of 
recreational use. The global trend is such that we 
should not hesitate to turn this into an opportunity that 
can help stimulate tourism and provide job opportuni-
ties for Bermudians, in addition to increased revenues 
for the Government. 

Mr. Speaker, despite millions of dollars spent, 
with little or no political oversight and less accountabil-
ity, the Bermuda Tourism Authority has failed to get 
the results we were all hoping it would achieve. The 
emphasis continues to be on marketing our way out of 
what is fundamentally a product problem. Bermuda 
remains an expensive destination with a dated prod-
uct that has earned a reputation as failing to give 
value for money. 

The PLP proposes expanding airlift by seek-
ing partnerships with airlines to connect with Latin 
America and the Caribbean. We also recommend do-
ing a feasibility study for a small ship for St. George’s 
on a regular basis. It is also important to allow enter-
tainment, bars and restaurants on selected beaches 
to both add an exciting product for our visitors and 
encourage Bermudian entrepreneurship. 

We must aggressively go after the convention 
business and also aggressively go after the medical 
tourism business. We must also discuss, Mr. Speaker, 
Bermuda hosting a major golf tournament to replace 
the Grand Slam. 

Mr. Speaker, the Department of Airport Op-
erations should be changed into a quango for the pur-
pose of creating an Airport Authority. This would pro-
vide the fundamental framework and infrastructure 
which would result in the removal of the expenditures 
associated with the above-mentioned governmental 
department. 

Currently, the Government’s plan to privatise 
the department would result in the loss of approxi-
mately 86 jobs. Our vision allows for the current staff 
to remain employed, albeit not by the government, but 
directly by the Airport Authority. The creation of an 
aviation quango provides the ability for the Authority to 
seek independent financing for a much-needed air-
port. That, in conjunction with the revenue generated 
from the expansion of our airspace, has the ability to 
generate $9 million for the Bermudian economy annu-
ally. 

Mr. Speaker, we note with disdain that, two 
days after the Throne Speech the OBA decided to 

announce the redevelopment of the L. F. Wade Inter-
national Airport. Suffice it to say that the PLP recog-
nises the need to have a first-class airport facility, and 
it is for this reason that the concept was initiated and 
advanced under us when we were Government. But, 
considering the reputation of the OBA in terms of a 
lack of transparency and accountability, especially in 
terms of Jetgate and the Club Med site, we have 
grave concerns. There are more questions than an-
swers, questions that some in the media, in particular 
our daily newspaper, has, since December 2012, con-
sciously determined not to ask. 

Mr. Speaker, most important to the rebound of 
our economy is our position that diversification in-
cludes the expansion of air routes into new markets. 
The lack of action from the OBA in this regard must 
stem from a lack of willingness or ability. A future PLP 
Government will actively engage airlines such as 
Copa of Panama and Caribbean Airways to develop 
routes direct to the Caribbean and Latin America. Ex-
panding further afield, new routes into Africa, Asia and 
the Gulf region will also provide an opportunity for in-
creased economic growth. 

Mr. Speaker, this Government seems intent 
on rolling out policies and legislation that make it more 
and more difficult for Bermudians to make progress in 
their own country. While there have been bold 
changes to immigration policy, there is almost no 
mention of it in the Throne Speech. We have a court 
decision creating a pathway for a significant number 
of people to be granted Bermuda status, we have a 
problematic new work permit policy set to come into 
force December the 1st, and we have created a set of 
conditions for another group of long-term residents. 

Mr. Speaker, what is the Government intend-
ing to do in this area? Their silence is a cause for 
concern. 

Much of the Government decisions in the area 
of immigration demonstrate little concern for the disaf-
fected Bermudians. As an example, the Government 
is seeking to amend the Vendors Act to allow work-
permit holders to apply for and receive licences. At a 
time when thousands of Bermudians are out of work 
and some have only their vendors licenses to gener-
ate an income, this Government now intends to give 
people, who by virtue of their status (being work-
permit holders) already have a job, the ability to enter 
this area of business. It is a typical idea from a Gov-
ernment that does not include Bermudians in their 
plans. 

Mr. Speaker, we need to undertake funda-
mental immigration reform, and the starting point is 
the Bermuda Immigration and Protection Act 1956. 
This reform process will have as an essential compo-
nent an extensive public consultation component. It 
will address the issue of Bermuda status grants—how 
they are to be granted going forward and what criteria 
need to be met, what number of PRC’s should be is-
sued on an annual basis. And it will create a policy of 
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equal political status for individuals in a family, rather 
than the current circumstance where one sibling could 
hold Bermuda status and the other have no rights at 
all to permanent residence. 

Mr. Speaker, in order for our people to be 
equipped to compete in Bermuda and not be margin-
alised from our economy by an influx of foreign work-
ers, but be prepared to fully function within our econ-
omy, a future PLP Government will embark on radical 
education reform. 

A reformed educational system must possess 
rigour and provide the skill sets for all its attendees to 
operate successfully when moving to any tertiary edu-
cation institute and/or directly into our workforce. 

Today, faced with the constant challenge of 
modern technology, the institution of public education, 
though impacted largely in its delivery of instruction, 
maintains its fundamental purpose of ensuring an 
educated populace. So it is incumbent on us to shape 
our system so that it is more responsive, competitive, 
and is the primary option and first choice for educating 
our future generations and for retraining. 

Mr. Speaker, our public education is based on 
the internationally recognised Cambridge curriculum. 
However, the structure is more geared to models used 
in the US and Canada. This is a misalignment in the 
system and must be fixed. 

We have a pre-school system with the entry 
level for age four years. The primary purpose is to 
prepare children for Primary 1 in numerate skills, liter-
ate skills and social skills. It is the equivalent of the 
reception year in the United Kingdom. Pre-school pro-
vides early opportunity to identify behavioural and/or 
academic issues, and to apply appropriate counterac-
tive measures at this level. 

Mr. Speaker, a future PLP Government will 
provide a national curriculum for pre-schools to en-
sure standardisation and a record of assessment for 
entry into elementary school. 

Mr. Speaker, elementary schools traditionally 
begin at five years. Students remain at this level for 
six years. They actively engage in the Cambridge sys-
tem, with the focus being mathematics, English and 
science. Other courses are locally based, but manda-
tory (i.e., social studies, health, PE, art and music). 

Mr. Speaker, retention at every level should 
be implemented to ensure that students who fail are 
not advanced with significant deficits which will im-
pede success at the next level. Before any student is 
retained, they will be given an exam to assess per-
formance; if successful, they will be promoted. In addi-
tion, Primary 7 will be reinstituted. At the culmination 
of seven years, standardised exams in mathematics 
and English will be administered to assess mastery. 
This, combined with a student’s seventh-year per-
formance, will be used to determine promotion. If fail-
ure is significant, retention will be upheld. 

Mr. Speaker, the middle school system will be 
phased out. The middle school system will be phased 

out. Dr. Hopkins emphasised this in his report. This 
model does not match the Cambridge system in struc-
ture. Statistics have repeatedly demonstrated the ma-
jor decline in students’ performances at this level. 
Elimination of this level will create alignment with the 
Cambridge system and promote more continuity. M2 
and M3 will move to senior schools. Some middle 
schools will revert to senior schools. Clearwater, 
Whitney Institute, Spice Valley, Sandys Secondary 
and the Berkeley Institute are schools that will be con-
verted into secondary schools. It must be made clear 
that students transitioning into high school will not be 
placed according to where they reside; rather, it will 
be determined by academic assessment and other 
non-geographic factors. 

Mr. Speaker, the BSR will be retained as a 
transcript for local achievement. Every school can 
continue with Cambridge, GCSE, but are not limited to 
such. Students will be able to elect to sit other exams, 
such as the CXC of the Caribbean, the IB, the RSA, 
City & Guild, trade exams, and the SAT. As was the 
case in the past, if the standard of the curriculum is 
aligned internationally, many should have success. 
Such a programme will readily allow for the transition 
to the tertiary level. 

Mr. Speaker, this currently takes place in our 
local private schools and some home schools. All 
schools can retain their internal graduating standards 
in conjunction with the BSR. 

Mr. Speaker, the Bermuda College will work 
to acquire accreditation for full bachelor programmes 
in multiple subjects, in particular those degrees that 
our economy requires adequate and trained man-
power, such as nursing, accounting, business admini-
stration, and education and information technology, 
whilst continuing its Associates [programmes]. This is 
also an opportunity to provide training for those per-
sons who are interested in working within these new 
sectors resulting from diversification, as noted earlier 
in this Reply. 

In addition, our College must be utilised for 
the purpose of providing opportunities to gain profes-
sional designations, as can found in the excellent 
work of the Bermuda Insurance Institute. With an in-
flux of human capital into Bermuda, it is wise that we 
as a country seek to harness and transfer this knowl-
edge to our people by encouraging persons to teach 
in these various institutes. This is especially important 
for working adults and mature students who desire to 
retrain in order to either enter into the private sector or 
change careers. 

Mr. Speaker, CedarBridge Academy will be-
come a part of the Bermuda College. CedarBridge, by 
design, readily lends itself to a college-style curricu-
lum. With facilities such as AutoCAD rooms, hair-
dressing rooms, music studio, film studio, auto me-
chanic studio, paint booth, woodwork studio, green-
house and the more typical class settings, this facility, 
under the umbrella of the Bermuda College, could 
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become the science and technology campus for the 
College, in addition to being available for those stu-
dents who are academically enrolled in the pre-
college courses and introductory courses. The main 
campus would primarily house those students in the 
Associates, Bachelor and full degree or Master’s de-
gree programmes. 

The college/university college can also intro-
duce Master’s programmes in the same areas as 
Bachelor’s programmes and continue to offer degree 
programmes with sister organisations overseas. 

Mr. Speaker, as you would know from your 
experience, Bermuda is blessed with first-class edu-
cators who have now reached retirement age. One of 
the major components of a quality education system is 
quality teaching. For the purpose of teacher training 
and classroom assistance, the PLP will seek to en-
gage our willing and able retired teachers to come out 
and shadow classrooms and younger teachers. After 
all, some techniques have always worked and never 
grow old, and we would be wise to tap into this con-
siderable experience. 

This will require a reallocation of resources so 
as to provide some remuneration for them. Combined 
with a streamlining of the Department of Education, 
thus reducing bureaucratic cost, shifting performance 
outcomes to individual schools and their principals 
and creating a competitive environment within and 
among the schools, we will place our education sys-
tem in a position to provide the tools for all of our peo-
ple to compete and to become the masters of their 
destiny. This realignment, Mr. Speaker, will ensure 
that such reform will not require additional spending, 
but, more importantly, it will develop greater discipline 
and higher standards. Mr. Speaker, if we care about 
our country and all of our people, we have no choice 
in the matter. 

Mr. Speaker, another critical area that is in 
need of reform is health care. It should be noted that 
the commentary in the Throne Speech in reference to 
the introduction of the Bermuda Health Plan, which 
will also include universal access to basic health cov-
erage based on need, mirrors one of the basic tenets 
of the National Health Plan that the PLP unveiled in 
2011. Indeed, Mr. Speaker, our 2011 plan called for 
“universal access to basic health coverage based on 
one’s ability to pay.” 

Mr. Speaker, the overriding challenge that we, 
as with other countries face, is the continued escala-
tion of the cost of health care provision. With both the 
past and current Government advocating for a system 
that provides “need-based universal access,” and with 
health care costs continuing to rise, it is time for us, 
both sides of the political divide, to engage in a critical 
discussion of health care reform. The starting point 
must be the identification of the main cost drivers and 
their origin in the ideological argument of man’s right 
to medical/health care and whose responsibility it is to 
pay for and provide man with such care. 

Mr. Speaker, during the twentieth century, the 
majority of governments adhered to the premise that 
continues to drive up costs, that the responsibility for 
good health rest in the hands of others and not the 
individual himself. This led to the collectivisation of 
medical cost. From that premise, state-controlled 
health care systems were developed, which has led to 
the following challenges that continue to see rising 
costs and a progressively unhealthier population, 
namely: 

• the potential for a limitless rise in the price of 
medical services; 

• the potential for a practically limitless increase 
in the quantity of medical care demanded; 

• the perversion of technological progress into a 
source of higher cost rather than lower cost; 

• the very high prices of patented prescription 
drugs; 

• hospitals wasting money in the purchase of 
unneeded, costly equipment; 

• below-market rates and cost shifting for state-
run insurance schemes; and 

• bureaucratic interference with medicine and 
the rise of administrative costs. 
 
Mr. Speaker, prevention is better than cure. 

With these and other challenges facing us in terms of 
health care provision, the need for a vigorous, honest 
and comprehensive debate by all of us in Bermuda 
must commence. While this occurs, there are some 
things that we can do now that will help bring a 
greater awareness to our people of the need to take 
personal responsibility for our individual health. After 
all, it is one of the first steps towards our cultivating a 
greater self-knowledge as a community in the physi-
cal, mental and spiritual realm of life. 

Mr. Speaker, the PLP encourages the follow-
ing steps along the path towards real reform: 

• Improve emphasis on health education in the 
pre-schools, primary schools and high 
schools. 

• Open the market so that international insur-
ance companies can compete in the Bermuda 
health insurance market. Competition drives 
down cost, so the consumer is the beneficiary.  

• Legislate insurance companies to include 
coverage for established complementary and 
alternative medical services such as, but not 
exclusive to, traditional Chinese medicine, 
homoeopathy, mind/body stress manage-
ment, kinesiology and naturopathy. 
 
Mr. Speaker, a special mention must be made 

on the issue of the Lamb-Foggo Urgent Care Centre 
[UCC]. The Lamb-Foggo Urgent Care Centre has 
proven to be an asset to Bermudians and/or visitors 
alike. In September 2014, we witnessed a commercial 
airline divert to Bermuda, on which three passengers 
had taken sick and were in need of immediate medical 
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attention. Subsequently, the plane made an emer-
gency landing, and those passengers were treated at 
the UCC. 

Mr. Speaker, the people of Bermuda have pe-
titioned and marched on Parliament in support of 
keeping the UCC open. The electorate understand the 
need to have the facility opened regularly and fully 
functional. 

Much praise has been given to the heroic ef-
forts of all those emergency workers, which seemingly 
included those stationed at the UCC during the Sep-
tember storms. During the height of the hurricane, the 
Lamb-Foggo Urgent Care Centre played an invaluable 
service to the East End, which was cut off from the 
mainland. Without a doubt, had the UCC been closed 
by the OBA Government as they had planned, East 
Enders would have been left wanting. 

Mr. Speaker, we note with surprise that there 
was no mention in the Throne Speech by the OBA 
Government as to increased manpower, usage or fa-
cility upgrades to the UCC. What is the plan for the 
UCC going forward? Does the blatant omission from 
the Throne Speech paint a grim picture for the future 
of the UCC and the people of the east? 

The Progressive Labour Party proposes that 
laboratory and X-ray testing at the facility resume im-
mediately. The reintroduction of laboratory functional-
ity can create much-needed jobs, which is one of the 
OBA Government’s many failed election promises. 

We also demand that the OBA stop with the 
negative rhetoric and find a way to enhance the op-
erations at the UCC. If given the opportunity to oper-
ate at its full potential, the UCC could be transformed 
into a revenue-generating facility. 

Mr. Speaker, we now turn our attention to 
public safety. We would first like to commend and 
thank all those officers in the security services, who 
consistently contributed to putting the Island back to-
gether following the double blow of tropical storm Fay 
and Hurricane Gonzolo. We particularly want to single 
out the Bermuda Fire and Rescue Service for special 
thanks. They are regularly the first line of defence in 
many emergencies, but seem to be forgotten for ac-
knowledgement or thanks. 

Mr. Speaker, we note with some satisfaction 
that overall crime is at its lowest point since 2001. 
These trends do not occur overnight, and in this case 
reflect a downward trajectory since 2000. Clearly, the 
efforts in strengthening the Bermuda Police Service 
are bearing considerable fruit, as evidenced by the 
speedy arrest of suspects, their prosecution and con-
viction in the courts. 

The BPS modified its gang and violence re-
duction strategy to include a common framework for 
enabling partners and communities to engage directly 
with each other. The strategy aims to: 

a) reduce gang crime and re-offending; 

b) address overlaps and gaps in existing ap-
proaches used by all agencies and identify so-
lutions; 

c) align the work of partners more effectively by 
expanding or improving on established part-
nerships; 

d) tackle social exclusion of both offenders and 
their families; 

e) include wider social agencies to increase the 
effort on targeted offenders and create an in-
tegrated offender management regime; and 

f) improve information-sharing across the task 
force agencies. 
 
Mr. Speaker, the current Government has ini-

tiated the Team Street Safe concept, but has not re-
ported on its success or whether the previously estab-
lished Inter-Agency Gang Task Force remains in op-
eration. It would not be surprising if some pundits 
were ready to suggest that, within 20 months of the 
last election, the scourge of gang-related violence is 
finally looking like it had passed. As we all know, on 
the evening of November the 11th, 2014, Bermuda 
once again faced multiple shootings in different parts 
of the Island. It was nothing less than unprecedented 
for Bermuda to have four victims in one incident—yet 
no statement from the Premier. 

Mr. Speaker, this is happening under the OBA 
Government, whose Leader, our Premier and Minister 
of National Security, pledged to stop the shootings! 
The OBA and its predecessor, the UBP, were con-
tinuously critical of the previous administration’s role 
with addressing gun violence. What these incidents 
have shown us is violence and crime, especially gang 
violence activity, was never going to be easily chal-
lenged. The solutions were never going to be provided 
by political slogans or promises! The OBA Govern-
ment has discovered this, Mr. Speaker, and now must 
honestly acknowledge one of the most serious chal-
lenges that face Bermuda. Fratricide is not a political 
football! 

Mr. Speaker, the horror of this recent act of 
violence now requires some very direct questions to 
be asked to the photo-op Premier. What has been the 
process and result of the gang and violence reduction 
strategy since it was revised?  

Mr. Premier, are we still benefitting from the 
Inter-Agency Gang Task Force? If so, are we witness-
ing some failure on its part to reach its objectives?  

Mr. Premier, what has been the extent of the 
interaction with community organisations and stake-
holders on the underlying issues of gang activity and 
violence?  

Mr. Premier, has the Bermuda Police Service 
advanced its intelligence and operational capability to 
be more proactive to anticipate where gang incidents 
might occur?  

Mr. Premier, what are the additional strategies 
that are going to be deployed to address the underly-
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ing problems that contribute to the cultivation of gang 
life and culture in Bermuda?  

Mr. Premier, where are you? Where are you? 
Mr. Speaker, we suggest that the underlying 

reasons, amongst others . . . And one day, we might 
use parliamentary privilege to talk about it; but the 
Island knows. The reasons for the presence of gangs 
and gang violence in the community have not been 
honestly or directly addressed. It is for this reason we 
have called for a report to be provided on the Team 
Street Safe concept and to determine if the level of 
success desired has been achieved. We raise these 
issues to not dismiss the work and progress made. 

Mr. Speaker, it is clear that an increasing 
number of members of the public have decided that 
enough is enough with regard to the general lawless-
ness in our country, by reporting crime to the police. 
Many are taking advantage of the anonymous Crime 
Stoppers phone number and the updated technology 
of sending a text message from their cell phone to 
report a crime, as well as the ability to report crime via 
the World Wide Web. You will know that it is this part-
nership, more than anything else, which will contribute 
to a return to the peaceful way of life that we all 
seek—that, and our Premier starting to stand up. Stop 
pulling strings. 

Mr. Speaker, we note the announcement in 
this current Throne Speech on page 16 to once again 
end conscription. This is a recurring pronouncement 
by the OBA Government, and like many others, we 
await real action by the Government to fulfil this prom-
ise. We repeat what we stated in August of this year: 
“An orderly transition to a volunteer Regiment is sup-
ported by the PLP, yet while the OBA drags their feet 
without explanation, our young men continue to be 
drafted and in some cases criminalised for their oppo-
sition to being forced into military service against their 
will. This must be addressed sooner, rather than 
later.” 

Mr. Speaker, it is important that, as we transi-
tion to a volunteer and more professional Regiment, 
that every step is made to smoothly transfer the com-
mand of the Regiment back into Bermudian hands 
throughout the top levels of the organisation. It will 
also be constructive to use the accumulated experi-
ence of former commissioned and non-commissioned 
officers to support the Regiment in every way during 
this historic transition. 

Mr. Speaker, the Bermuda Fire and Rescue 
Service stand out as the lone standard-bearer of Ber-
mudianisation amongst the uniformed services. They 
have managed to successfully amalgamate three ser-
vices into one unified service. Additionally, they re-
cently transitioned from one Bermudian Fire Chief, Mr. 
Vincent Hollinsid, to another, Mr. Lloyd Burchall. By all 
accounts, the service has gone from strength to 
strength, and Chief Burchall and his team are to be 
commended for maintaining the efficiency and morale 

of the service while seeing their budgets continuously 
decrease. 

Mr. Speaker, the PLP wholeheartedly sup-
ports the expansion of the service to include ambu-
lances deployed at both the eastern and western ends 
of the Island under the auspices of the Bermuda Fire 
and Rescue Service. 

Mr. Speaker, the PLP’s focus of inclusion of 
Bermudians, and not the marginalisation of our peo-
ple, is the watchword that will shape our laws and pol-
icy. In order to achieve more inclusion in the social 
and economic affairs of Bermuda and to remove bar-
riers to freedom and progress among historically un-
der-represented groups in our society, the Ministry of 
Justice will give priority in its future legislative agenda 
to a number of economic and social justice laws, such 
as: 

• the Interest Rate Amendment Bill; 
• the Debtors Amendment Bill; 
• the Immigration Amendment Bill (Section 20B 

repealed); 
• the Sexual Offences Amendment (No. 2) Act 

(to make provision for Sexual Offences Pre-
vention Orders); 

• the Bermuda University College Incorporation 
Act (to make provision for a four-year univer-
sity in Bermuda); and 

• the Land Injustices Compensation Act. Lord, 
we need one of them! 

 
[Desk thumping] 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: The Land Injustices Compen-
sation Act. 
 Policies and laws that erect barriers to Ber-
mudian achievement and advancement will be re-
viewed by the Ministry of Justice, and Ministries will 
be advised on the most direct and effective legal basis 
to repeal laws and discontinue policies that are identi-
fied as creating barriers to Bermudians. The light 
touch extended to international business must be ex-
tended to local business and Bermudians. Less gov-
ernment must be extended to all, Mr. Speaker. 

Mr. Speaker, prosecutors must be fair, inde-
pendent and objective. They must not let any personal 
views about the ethnic or national origin, gender, dis-
ability, age, religion or belief, political views, sexual 
orientation or gender identity of the suspect, victim or 
any witnesses to influence their decisions. Charging 
decisions by prosecutors, as a general rule, follow 
standard, often unwritten protocol. A Code for Crown 
Prosecutors will codify the protocols for the protection 
of the public and add a level of accountability to this 
important process. The PLP, in consultation with the 
DPP, will institute a Code for Crown Prosecutors. 

Mr. Speaker, the time is well past to address 
with a response and resources the judiciary’s call for 
adequate architecture and housing of the criminal 
courts of Bermuda, and in so doing uphold the inde-
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pendence and impartiality of the courts. The PLP will 
build on reforms of the Justice Review Commission 
Report that we implemented in 2004 with additional 
relevant reforms, recently called for to modernise 
criminal procedure that will reduce the length of crimi-
nal trials, including the deployment of video links to 
receive evidence from overseas witnesses. These and 
other reforms will lower the cost of criminal trials in 
Bermuda and lower the cost of justice to the taxpayer. 

 
The Speaker: We will continue on until you finish. 

 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Mr. Speaker, with respect to 
the public holiday known as Bermuda Day and cele-
brated on May 24th of each year, combined with the 
history surrounding its development, there is, of ne-
cessity, the need to change with the times. The PLP 
believes that moving the Bermuda Day holiday to the 
Friday of the last week of May every year will have a 
positive impact on the socio-economic state of our 
country. Our tourism product could benefit substan-
tially if marketed correctly, and both the education 
system and the business sector will subsequently 
benefit from improved productivity due to the holiday 
falling on the Friday. 
 

Mr. Speaker, we also call for the reinstitution 
of National Heroes Day. Considering the many Ber-
mudians who have made and continue to make valu-
able contributions to the betterment of Bermuda, it is 
important that we continue to celebrate these persons 
so that a legacy can be established and future gen-
erations can appreciate their history. 

Mr. Speaker, with respect to the Physical 
Abuse Centre, it is imperative that we make the nec-
essary allowances, financial or otherwise, to ensure 
that this vital resource is maintained. 

Mr. Speaker, we also call for the creation of a 
Public Registry of Paedophiles. 

 
[Desk thumping] 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: This is long overdue, Mr. 
Speaker, and with the prevalence of such heinous 
acts, violating the innocence of many of our young 
people, it is time that the country as a whole is made 
aware of who these perps are. This name-and-shame 
is from the standpoint of safety and is to send a clear 
message that we know who they are and we will not 
tolerate further attempts to defile the dignity of our 
young people. 

Mr. Speaker, we also call for the review of the 
current regulations governing day- and child-care cen-
tres, therefore minimising the red tape that can delay 

the creation of new businesses and deter entrepre-
neurs. 

Mr. Speaker, given the noted decline in per-
formance and results in some sports and the suc-
cesses of others, it is the PLP’s view that the time is 
right for the consideration of a sports academy. Here, 
notable and experienced sports men and women, 
combined with a first-class educational component, 
will work in tandem to improve our sports develop-
ment here on Island and build a strong well-rounded 
athlete on and off the field of play. This academy 
should be for athletes who have been identified at the 
school competition level of our reformed educational 
system. One of the many negative effects of our cur-
rent educational system is the lack of competitive in-
ter-school sports, as many of us can remember. The 
time to adjust is now. 

Mr. Speaker, of necessity, the physical educa-
tion and health standards for our primary and high 
schools need to be revised to reflect a twenty-first 
century model. Collaboration between the Ministries of 
Community, Culture and Sport, Education and Health 
would be paramount. Healthy children create healthy 
adults and, therefore, a more sustainable society 
which has less of a dependence on the health care 
system. 

Mr. Speaker, sport is seen by many as a more 
cost-effective approach to dealing with social prob-
lems than correcting the consequences of aggression, 
crime, violence and abuse through police, correctional 
or social services. Therefore, the PLP believes that 
we must invest in our Sporting and Workmen Clubs’ 
infrastructure. This can be achieved by direct Gov-
ernment investment, a national lottery, a PPP or a 
combination of all. 

Mr. Speaker, the last two storms have made it 
abundantly clear that we definitely need to develop a 
formal policy about the use of Ministry of Public Works 
resources for Ministers and others in regard to na-
tional disasters. We sure do. 

Mr. Speaker, the PLP encourages the private 
sector to fully participate in development of our mari-
time resources, otherwise known as the Blue Econ-
omy. We agree with BEST (Bermuda Environmental 
Sustainability Task Force) that the OBA must get on 
with making a decision regarding the use of our EEZ. 
The PLP stands on the economic side of the argu-
ment, as our EEZ is a key component of our economic 
diversification, but we recognise that, without ade-
quate environmental safeguards, over the long term 
there will not be any economic opportunities to be de-
rived from our EEZ. Balance is vital for such decisions 

Mr. Speaker, the PLP continues to encourage 
the use of alternative energy sources where possible, 
such as photo-voltaic and solar, wind, ocean, ethanol 
and bio-fuels. We fully support BELCO and their strat-
egy to transition to natural gas for power generation. 
This strategy provides the best long-term opportunity 
to reduce the cost of energy in Bermuda. 
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Mr. Speaker, we also suggest that the Gov-
ernment commit to discussing a long-term partnership 
with BELCO that achieves, over a 25-year period, the 
submerging of overhead utility and power lines in ex-
change for a significant reduction in energy sur-
charges applied to commercial and Government build-
ings. 
 
[Desk thumping] 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Mr. Speaker, the PLP is also 
in favour of less regulation in terms of allowing for the 
creation of aesthetically amenable facilities on public 
beaches. This is in support of improving our tourism 
product. 

Also required, Mr. Speaker, is the reform of 
the Bermuda plan guidelines that strikes a sustainable 
balance for the twenty-first century and beyond, with a 
focus on respecting the right to private property, the 
hallmark of a free society. 

Mr. Speaker, in conclusion, Bermuda stands 
on the cusp of a dramatic change in our economy and 
in our very way of life. Yet this should not be feared or 
avoided, but embraced with all the vision, intellect and 
courage we possess. We walk in the path of our fore-
fathers, who overcame the collapse of various indus-
tries, survived the scourge of slavery and segregation, 
and who built this great Island we call home. Mr. 
Speaker, we understand that it was not Government 
that allowed our people to survive; it was our collec-
tive will, our collective strength and our collective will-
ingness to work. 

Today we have identified solutions to get our 
people back to work, expand Bermudian entrepre-
neurship and protect our seniors. Yet ideas are not 
enough, as even if we were to wave a magic wand, 
this vision will accomplish little without Bermudians 
pushing, striving and uniting to make it a reality. 

All of the answers to our problems lie within 
us. We can reinvent our economy, we can create our 
own businesses, and we can build a Bermuda that 
works for Bermudians if we open our minds, reject 
fear and bravely step into the future. We must no 
longer go, Whither the fates carry us, but, Mr. 
Speaker, we must seize control of our own destiny. 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 

[Desk thumping]  
 
The Speaker: Thank you very much, Honourable 
Leader of the Opposition. 
 We have now reached . . . It is almost 12:40. 
So I am going to ask that—Honourable Premier? 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Mr. Speaker, I move that 
we adjourn for lunch. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 We will adjourn for lunch until 2:10. 

Proceedings suspended at 12:42 pm 
 

Proceedings resumed at 2:14 pm 
 

[Hon. K. H. Randolph Horton, Speaker, in the Chair]  
 
The Speaker: The Chair recognises the Honourable 
Learned Member from Warwick MP Mark Pettingill. 
 You have the floor. 
 

DEBATE ON THE THRONE SPEECH  
AND REPLY 

 
Mr. Mark J. Pettingill: Mr. Speaker, thank you. 
 I regard it, Mr. Speaker, as a privilege an 
honour and a pleasure to be able to make a reply—
the lead reply—in relation to the Opposition’s Reply 
Speech to the Throne Speech. 
 The Opposition, Mr. Speaker, started its 
speech with a biblical quote— 
 
An Hon. Member: How do you know? You were not 
here. 
 
Mr. Mark J. Pettingill: One stays in the precincts and 
listens to what is being said, Mr. Speaker, so I know 
what was said and I read it. 
 I would start the speech from Shakespeare’s 
on apt to do and say, Mr. Speaker, “There is a tide in 
the affairs of men, Which taken at the flood, leads on 
to fortune.”  

“There is a tide in the affairs of men, Which 
taken at the flood, leads on to fortune.” It is the “taken” 
that is the key there, Mr. Speaker. It is the action in 
relation to what is transpiring in your country. It is the 
doing, and not the talking. 
 Mr. Speaker, the Reply from the Honourable 
and Loyal Opposition (as they are) had some out-
standing ideas. There are some excellent ideas con-
tained right throughout the Throne Speech, some very 
commendable things, which I, and, I am sure, my 
Government support fully . . . support absolutely fully. 
And there has been much mention of (not just here 
but in other places as well) about the OBA finishing an 
initiative that was started by the PLP. And, Mr. 
Speaker, it is said almost like it is a criticism. It is said 
like, We had an idea and this idea, and this good thing 
that you are doing was our idea. Well, my response to 
that is thank you for your idea. It is a shame that for 
whatever reason you did not do it. It is a shame for 
whatever reason you could not do it. And we were left 
to come along and finish it. 
 Some of those ideas, Mr. Speaker, were 
around for a long time. I heard the Honourable Mem-
ber interpolate like, time ran out. Well, he was in a 
different party when time started. And then went Inde-
pendent and then ended up in the other party . . . it is 
a lot of time. And some of those ideas went back a full 
12 years. 
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 We have heard today some of the ideas that a 
PLP Government (heaven forbid) down the road 
would implement, and they are the same ideas, when 
I looked at it, that I heard from throne speeches 12 
years ago. 
 
An Hon. Member: Like what? Let us hear one. 
 
Mr. Mark J. Pettingill: And here we go. I mean how 
long have we heard bandied about the blue economy? 
How long have we heard that bandied about, Mr. 
Speaker? How long have we heard bandied about a 
number of ideas that should have happened? How 
long ago did we hear something bandied about with 
regard to domestic violence and child abuse . . . going 
back to 2003? So there are just a couple of exam-
ples—yes, yes, yes. There are just a couple examples 
of the ideas that the then Government had.  
 So for me there is no criticism in standing 
there today, or any other time, and saying, Oh, you 
are finishing a PLP idea, because the key word there 
is “finishing.” In other words, Mr. Speaker, you are 
making it right, you are getting it right; you are doing it 
right—that is what those words . . . that is what that 
means. If you talk about us finishing something—
great! I give you all the comment, everything I could 
commend to say, Well done, you had a great idea.  
 Well, the world is full of great ideas. I am sure 
that people, Mr. Speaker, thought up ideas like the 
iPhone and flat screens and hybrid cars and alterna-
tive energy. I am sure that those ideas were thought 
of by thousands of people. We often hear . . . you 
know, things are actually done and somebody says, 
That was my idea. Oh, I had that idea. Well, of course 
you did. We are all humans. People come up with 
ideas. And you know what, Mr. Speaker? They are 
nice to talk about. Some of those ideas are nice to talk 
about. But do not stand there and throw stones when 
somebody actually does them. That is the time to say, 
Well done with my idea. 
 So, thank you, and we will press on. But more 
importantly we, of course, have our own ideas. And 
those are the ones that are being implemented and 
that we are being people of energy, people of action 
about.  
 Let us talk about some of these ideas, be-
cause this is what I think that the problem is that the 
Honourable and Loyal Opposition does not always 
get, Mr. Speaker. Ideas are great until you have to put 
a plan in place to implement them. And what this Op-
position lacked—and they lacked it as Government as 
well, is for all the ideas—having the ability to create a 
plan and implement them and get them done. That is 
why we are finishing things—[their] inability to have a 
good action plan and implement it and get it done. 
Also some of these ideas . . . one has to stop and say 
that’s a great idea. 

I will give you an idea I have. I think we should 
start a lunar mining programme and launch rockets off 

from Bermuda to the moon and see what we can find 
up there. And I think that probably, from things that 
have been said, there might be a whole bunch of neat 
things there that we could bring back and that we can 
use to make a lot of money.  

There is an idea, Mr. Premier. Can I sit down 
because I think we should do that one, okay? Let us 
build a rocket programme.  

Well, sure, that is a great idea. It is also fan-
tasy land. And while it is an extreme analogy, Mr. 
Speaker, this is the point: These great ideas have to 
be paid for. They have to be paid for by the Govern-
ment. So this is the . . . or let me say this. If they are 
not paid for then you have to establish a relationship 
with private business, often international business, in 
order to be able to do those things. 

Now the previous Government showed a 
complete inability to establish a working relationship 
with international business. That is why so many of 
them left under their watch. That is why they left under 
their watch, because they could not establish those 
businesses. And had they established them well, 
more would have come in and the ones that left would 
not have left. They would be here singing their praises 
about their good ideas. But it did not happen like that. 

So, when we talk about the good ideas like 
Blue Economy, one has to go . . . this is where you 
start with an idea like that. You go and look up, for 
example, “deep sea mining.” Look up deep sea min-
ing. Now I am sure that everybody does not think 
there are a bunch of gold nuggets laying around just 
off the reef line out there, gold and/or jewels, or pieces 
of whatever it is that we could just go scoop up, and 
bring it in and sell it. Because heaven knows we 
would have been doing that a long time ago. 

Deep sea mining is a concept of extracting 
minerals from the ocean floor—ocean mining. And it 
does not happen in 10 feet of water. It is not going to 
happen in Hamilton Harbour. First of all, you want to 
be sure that you have got something. So, if somebody 
jumped up and down now and said there was a scien-
tific study that said Bermuda is sitting on top of one of 
the biggest oil pots in the world next to Saudi Arabia, I 
think that the Government may be all over running out 
and finding an economic partner to come in and let us 
get drilling some wells right off our shore here and 
suck up that oil and make everybody in the country a 
multi-millionaire. Do away with all of the problems. 
Wouldn’t that be nice? 

But the fact of the matter is, Mr. Speaker, we 
do not know that. We have some neat conversations 
and studies that say Bermuda may have some things 
that are worth mining from the seabed. But the reason 
that William Beebe did his great bathyspheric experi-
ment out here off of Nonsuch and the Castle Roads is 
because it is some of the deepest ocean in the world, 
Mr. Speaker, some of the deepest, most dangerous 
oceans in the world. 
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So, to do this seabed mining you have got to 
get down there. But it is only the start when you get 
down there. You have got to get studies and analyses 
done that tell you that it is worth having a go. And I 
can assure you that somebody has got to pay for that. 
So if you think you are just going to put up your hand 
and say, Well, somebody come and do all of that for 
us,  we do not have a  cheque to write. We cannot do 
it. We are not going to go out in a fishing boat and 
start throwing over some deep water lines and seeing 
what we haul up. It does not work like that. You have 
got to get some  multi-million dollar research pro-
gramme in place to go out and say, Will you have a 
look? And partner with the people of Bermuda in do-
ing that because we do not— 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Mr. Mark J. Pettingill: I am hearing, Yes, yes. But 
that idea went back 12 years. Why did not the previ-
ous Government do that?  

How many years ago, Mr. Speaker? 
 
An Hon. Member: Two years. 
 
Mr. Mark J. Pettingill: Two years ago? That is the 
first that Blue Economy came up? We have been 
hearing that forever and a day. Why didn’t they get 
somebody to partner with and do it then?  

And here is the bigger question: Would any-
body have been prepared to partner with them any-
way? Because, contrary to certain philosophical 
thoughts on that side, we recognise that being Gov-
ernment is not the gravy train to contracts. We know 
that, because that is not the way that we would con-
duct ourselves, which is probably why we are here. 
 So when you want to go out and hook up with 
international business, international exploration, Mr. 
Speaker, to see if they will partner with you in going 
and doing seabed mining, they are not going to do it 
with people that are making comments like, Govern-
ment is the gravy train to contracts. They would be 
looking at you saying, What are they going to be up 
to? That is the problem. It is how you market yourself. 
And if you make statements like that as an Opposition 
Party, or as a Government, it is not going to happen. 
You are not going to have that type of international 
interest in what you are going to do. 
 So anyway, let us press on. Let us say we get 
to that stage where there is something there. Well 
who pays to go and get it? Who pays to go and get it? 
Now I am not saying that these things cannot be 
done, that those relationships cannot be formed. But 
our needs (as the Opposition have pointed out) are 
more immediate. And I am not saying we should not 
think about these things, look at them. I am not saying 
we are not. But our needs are more immediate. We 
are not going to go out next June and be hauling up a 

bunch of oil or gold from seabed mining and saying, 
There you go. Now we are going to fix the economy. 
 So those are valid things to be looked [at] in 
tandem. But the process and the analysis and the 
study that has to be done, Mr. Speaker, to have a look 
at something like that is extensive.  It is extensive. So 
I do not know if we are going to hear that in the Reply 
to the Throne Speech next year or the year after that, 
but let me just say this: The idea is noted. And I would 
encourage the Opposition, if they are really serious 
about, it to come up with something of a plan to show 
exactly how they would begin to go about implement-
ing that idea. 
 Now any time anybody comes in with an idea 
to a businessman, it might be a Premier, it might be 
the Honourable Dr. Gibbons, the Honourable Glen 
Smith, any number of business people on this side 
might have a young keen individual come to them and 
say, I’ve got this great idea. They might come to the 
Honourable Mr. Smith and say, I’ve got this great idea 
for a car that runs on seaweed. You just put the sea-
weed in this car, you stuff it with seaweed (we have 
got a lot of seaweed) and the car will run. And I see 
him smiling, but you know, he would look at a young 
person like that and probably say, Go away and come 
back and show me your business plan, show me your 
research study, show me how you plan to do this be-
cause if we could do it . . . Mr. Smith is probably going 
to say, I’m in!  

But he wants to see, Mr. Speaker, how it is 
going to work, how that young man is going to imple-
ment his great idea. What is his plan? What is his 
study? What is his research? And if he just says, Well, 
I don’t know, I just thought seaweed would be a good 
idea, his meeting is probably over and he is not going 
to be seen again. 

So that is a fair analogy. Next time you want 
to come back and talk about seabed mining, let us go 
out and see the rather voluminous plan that the Op-
position party has, or its business people over there 
have (there are a few of them), that will actually make 
that happen—not just talking about it. And there are a 
few of those too, that were rife with great ideas. 

Fishing, believe it or not is another one. I think 
there is a ton of fish out there. I think there is. As I un-
derstand it, the Japanese trawlers probably come in 
and nick fish from us all the time, right out there be-
yond the horizon, trawling for fish, and we are not. But 
okay, how are we going to do that? Who are we going 
to partner with? The Government does not have the 
money to go out and buy a big swanky trawler for mil-
lions and millions of dollars. It would be great, but that 
is not going to solve the problem. It is just not there to 
be done. 

When you are operating under a deficit and 
you are dealing with $475,000 or $480,000 a day in 
addressing those problems, you cannot be putting it 
into that. So, you might go out and partner with private 
industry and say, Will you come and do it? Where is 
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the PLP’s plan for that? How do they plan to go about 
this fishing? They have not said. They have not said 
Government should invest in a fishing trawler and go 
fishing. They have not said Government should seek 
partnerships with international fisherman—go call one 
of those guys on Deadliest Catch or something—and 
see if they are interested in coming to Bermuda, part-
nering with us in going and catching all the fish we 
have got out there. 

See? The Devil is in the details. And they al-
ways were a Government that were not really good on 
details—that is why we have part of the problems that 
we have. And then now in Opposition they clearly are 
not good on details. [These are] ideas. It is always the 
voice of, You should do this; we would do this; we 
would do this. And then when one asks . . . just 
scratch the surface—and say Okay, how?  

Question one: How are you going to pay for 
it? Quiet. A lot of interpolation earlier, but like now it is 
quiet, all right.  

Who are you going to partner with? Give us a 
list of some people that have gone and done projects 
like that in other jurisdictions that have fishing indus-
tries and have gone and supported and partnered with 
them. Tell us about them. How are you going to do 
that? No. Nothing there. 

And then I have to . . . you know, it is just as-
tounding sometimes. The Opposition heard the 
Throne Speech last week and within 30 seconds had 
a response that must have been written the day be-
fore saying it lacks bold vision; it lacks bold ideas. 
Really? Really? Because we are going to talk facts in 
a little while, and if you want to talk about lacking bold 
vision, this is the point: There is no point in just having 
vision. That is just like making up stories, unless you 
have the ability and the team to implement them and 
put them into place, Mr. Speaker. 

So one of these lines that . . . I mean, this has 
got to be a gem—even for the supporters of the Op-
position that I know are still out there—where at page 
6 they say, “We also encourage less red tape to allow 
a greater foreign investment in the Bermudian mar-
ketplace . . .”  And the only paragraph I have to say on 
that is, Wow!  

Wow! That is a PLP idea, an Opposition idea. 
They want to encourage less red tape. And every five 
minutes they are turning around and talking about, 
We’re giving this away; we’re doing more with foreign 
people than we are with our own; we’re doing this and 
we’re doing that. And seemingly either . . . it is either 
one of two things, Mr. Speaker. Either they do not get 
it—which is scary—or they do get it and they are be-
ing disingenuous about it. And both are unacceptable. 
Both are unacceptable, Mr. Speaker. 

Another great idea . . . and I knew this one; I 
wrote this with the clairvoyance, you know, that one 
tends to try to have at times with regard to what was 
going to be said. I knew that cannabis marketing was 
going to come. I knew we were going to hear some-

thing from the shadow minister of cannabis, about 
how we need to get into the market of recreational—
recreational—cannabis. 

Now here you have a Government . . . and 
now that is an idea they were bandying about before 
for sure. That did not just come up, about recreational 
cannabis. That has been around for a long time. What 
did they do about it? What did they change about rec-
reational cannabis over all those years? Nothing (is 
the answer). 

When we first came into office, and I know as 
Attorney General at the time, I was the one that said 
we need to have a debate on this; we need to have a 
discussion on this. And we did it. They did not have a 
debate. They did not do that. We did that. We right 
away started that big conversation. And what has this 
Government—the former AG (that was me) the cur-
rent AG, this Cabinet, our Premier—done? Re-
searched it, looked at it, had the conversations, and 
now come up with the ability and the strategy to make 
use of medical marijuana—and I mean real medical 
marijuana, because that is what is being called for—
acknowledging the fact that science says, yes, there is 
potentially great value in the use of cannabitoids (did I 
say that right, Premier?), that there is great value po-
tentially in that. 

But one thing I can tell you about that stuff 
that has been researched. You can smoke it all day 
long and it would not make you high, if that is what 
people are thinking. Or mix it in your tea. It is not go-
ing to make you happy. 

 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Mr. Mark J. Pettingill: Right. Exactly. I mean it might 
take away asthma, I do not know. I am not going to try 
it on my kids. It might, but . . . 
 But Mr. Speaker, the point is this—the idea 
was researched. The topic was looked into. The bene-
fits were examined by this Government. It was dis-
cussed at the highest levels with the most knowledge-
able people here and overseas—and by that I mean 
scientists and medical practitioners—that were able to 
make a contribution to the direction that we are head-
ing in. So when the Honourable Opposition jumps 
from that in their Throne Speech [Reply] to say, Well 
let’s get into recreational marijuana and bring in . . . 
you know, the tourists, and the dollars will flow I just 
shake my head. We had that debate before. It does 
not work like that. I know. I sat with Eric Holder the 
former Attorney General of the United States and 
talked about those issues.  

And let me say this: just because people in 
their states are putting up their hands saying, We are 
going to allow for recreational use of marijuana, that, 
at a federal level, does not necessarily help us out 
with what we would need to do. Because one of two 
things: We have either got to import it, or we have got 
to grow it ourselves. And I, sometime ago, advocated 
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a position (and still do) that maybe a consideration 
would be to allow for 25 square feet of cultivation, Mr. 
Speaker, for personal use. My view. 
 Now, but with respect, and with all that it em-
bodies aside, at least that is an idea. At least it is an 
amendment to a law to do something. At least it is a 
concept of action by that suggestion. It is not just say-
ing let’s legalise marijuana for recreational use and we 
will make lots of money off of tourists. Where is the 
Opposition’s plan for that? Where is their addressing 
of the legislation? At least in one of those paragraphs, 
Mr. Speaker, say, We would amend this section of the 
Act to allow for that.  

Take my idea if you like and say we will allow 
for 25 square feet of cultivation. Cannot sell it. It has 
to be licensed, raise money. Nothing. Nothing like 
that. Just the big idea, that is a great sound bite, 
about, We’d do this and we’d do that; and this was our 
idea that you’re doing, but no plan, no blueprint, no 
real in-depth analysis as to how it would be done, no 
comparative analysis to where it has been done any-
where else, just ideas.  
 So while I say it again, I support many of the 
ideas that are in the Opposition’s Reply. I do, whole-
heartedly. I think many of us do. I think we are all ad 
idem on most of those things—like, yeah, this is a 
great idea. But you have got to go further and show 
that. And if you ever want to be the Government 
again, Opposition, you are certainly going to have to 
show the people of this country that you can be peo-
ple of action.  

And let me say this, “people of action” does 
not mean that you are going to be allowed again to 
come in and say. We’re going to have a bunch of 
capital projects and dump a bunch of money into them 
and create jobs that way. Nobody is going to buy that 
anymore. There is no more building to be done for 
capital projects. Those days are over right now for 
those types of big multi-million dollar capital projects 
that Government pays for. So that is no longer a fair 
idea to try and run. You’ve got to do something else 
with a better blueprint than that, because that is not 
going to do it. 
 The Opposition mentioned in its Reply, Mr. 
Speaker, that it would aggressively go after conven-
tion business. Okay. That is another great idea. But 
we are actually doing that. We are actually getting . . . 
I was down most of the time at the ILS [Convergence] 
conference. I did not see anybody from the Opposition 
down there. I am sure that probably some of them 
went at some point. I was not looking for them all day, 
but I did not see anybody. And I do not know if they 
really got a good look at what that event was and said 
to themselves, Mmm . . . we never had an event like 
that. Why didn’t we do that? Here’s a good idea. Be-
cause I can tell you yesterday at that event the busi-
ness flowed. I know; I was part of it.  

I know I had international colleagues and 
partners of mine that were there looking at that, dis-

cussing it, discussing how we could advance Ber-
muda—real things going on with an open minded 
Government to get it done—and feeling welcome do-
ing it. No red tape. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Point of Order, Mr. Speaker. 
 
Mr. Mark J. Pettingill: And feeling welcome doing it. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 The Chair will recognise . . . Honourable 
Member, yes? 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Yes, Mr. Speaker, the Mem-
ber should be aware that we have done many confer-
ences over the years. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: And not to say we did not do 
that one; but we have done many conferences over 
the years. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you, thank you, Hon-
ourable Member. 
 Carry on please. 
 
Mr. Mark J. Pettingill: I am obliged to my friend for 
the water break. 
 The fact of the matter is this, Mr. Speaker, . . . 
and let us just be honest today because it is the facts 
that talk. Ask yourself this question, Bermudians, Op-
position: Have you seen an increase in people, busi-
ness taking an increased interest in Bermuda since 
this Government came into power . . . to do more? 
Have you seen that happen?  

And then ask yourselves, well, why is that? 
Why is that? This is a rhetorical question, but why is 
that? 
 The issue of public safety arose. I had to 
smile on that because I found it a little bit distasteful in 
a Reply to a Throne Speech to highlight recent 
events, one incident, and try and dump it on the Pre-
mier, when all we ever heard for years from the other 
side about our burgeoning crime problem was, It’s the 
Governor. It’s the Governor. It’s the Governor. Well, 
this Government is not going to shirk away from its 
responsibility and its involvement with regard to ad-
dressing, Mr. Speaker, the crime issue. But I had to 
smile wryly when all we ever heard from the Opposi-
tion was, We can’t do anything about it, it’s the Gov-
ernor. It’s the Governor, as crime got out of control on 
their watch. 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Point of Order, Mr. Speaker. 
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Mr. Mark J. Pettingill: Got out of control on their 
watch. 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Point of Order, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Just sit. 
 Yes, Honourable Member. The Chair recog-
nises— 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Mr. E. David Burt: The Honourable Member is clearly 
misleading the House and attempting to rewrite his-
tory. 
 The Progressive Labour Party never said 
there was an issue . . . nothing that the Government 
can do about crime. The issue was with the control of 
the Bermuda Police Service, and that Honourable 
Member knows that very clearly. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, thank you. 
 
Mr. Mark J. Pettingill: I do know that, Mr. Speaker, 
because I was here when it was repeated on a regular 
basis and the Honourable Member, Mr. Burt, was not 
here. I heard that said regularly up in this House, as 
did my colleagues, about every time there was an is-
sue raised with regard to crime the then Govern-
ment—the now Opposition—tried to pass it off on to 
that was the Government’s remit— 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Point of Order, Mr. Speaker. 
 
Mr. Mark J. Pettingill: —and they really could not 
do— 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Point of Order, Mr. Speaker. 
 
Mr. Mark J. Pettingill: —they really could not do what 
they would like to do because— 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Point of Order, Mr. Speaker. 
 
Mr. Mark J. Pettingill: —of all these problems. 
 
The Speaker: Yes? 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Mr. E. David Burt: Once again, Mr. Speaker, the 
Honourable Member is misleading the House. 
 The Progressive Labour Party did not say 
they could not do anything about crime. That is why 
there were multiple measures that were passed to 
increase police powers under their watch. It was about 
the Bermuda Police Service when discussing issues 
with the Governor. 

The Speaker: Thank you, thank you. 
 
Mr. Mark J. Pettingill: You will get your— 
 
The Speaker: Honourable Member. 
 
Mr. Mark J. Pettingill: —you will get your speech. 
Get on your computer and look some things up. 
 So Mr. Speaker, when I look at page 14 of the 
Reply with regard to “The strategy aims to:” I had to 
smile again because this is the OBA’s strategy. This 
strategy on page 14 with regard to “Reduce gang 
crime and reoffending; Address overlaps and gaps in 
existing approaches used by all agencies, and identify 
solutions; Align the work of partners . . .” that is right 
out of our document—right out of it—with regard to 
the strategic plan that is being put in place. That is not 
their idea. That is our document, our plan that is being 
implemented, and probably, Mr. Speaker, a large part 
of the reason why crime is at its lowest point since the 
year 2000.  

And here is the point: Everybody knows it. 
Everybody knows it. And that is why there is such a 
hue and cry when we have an event like last week. It 
is more shocking than ever now. And let me tell you 
this, Mr. Speaker, I would rather have it be more 
shocking, I would rather have it be more of a height-
ened event because it was not a regular occurrence 
than what was happening under this Government 
when it seemed to be happening all the time, and it 
was almost like we were getting used to it as a stan-
dard course. 
 
An Hon. Member: Really Mark? 
 
Mr. Mark J. Pettingill: That is what was going on. It 
was going on all the time.  

So now it is more shocking, it is more shock-
ing. Do you know why? Because now it is less preva-
lent. And that is just talking facts. It is less prevalent 
because it is its lowest since 2000 . . . lowest in 14 
years.  

And the fact of the matter is that in the last 
two years this Government through its plan, through 
its involvement, and the Honourable Premier and his 
ministry . . . yes! That is a fact. We did not inherit that. 
Do you think we inherited the fix, Mr. Speaker, from 
the Opposition? That is not what happened. We came 
in saying that we would address crime, that we would 
lower crime, and it happened, in 23 months. And I 
have got to say that I am pleasantly surprised we got 
it done that fast. I was worried that we would not . . . I 
was worried that we would not.  

That is what happened. We addressed it. We 
addressed it. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
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Mr. Mark J. Pettingill: Do you hear that interpolation? 
It started before we came into power.  

But here is the point: It started; well guess 
who is getting it done. And how long did it take them 
to get it started? It started as a . . . like so many 
things, Mr. Speaker, in this country the facts of the 
matter are that the economy immediately started a 
nose-dive within a very short period after 1998—that 
is when the problems occurred and things started slid-
ing downhill, because of overspending. And as their 
now member, Maxwell Burgess, used to say in the 
Senate, Running around and spending like drunken 
sailors. That is what their Member used to say regu-
larly as a reflection of what was going on. And so now 
we see trends changing, moving, Mr. Speaker, in a 
different direction. 
 So when we talk about these things we should 
talk about the facts. And some of these things, you 
know, when you talk about consideration, I was 
stunned to see at page 17 of their Reply this Opposi-
tion talking about a Code for Crown Prosecutors. 
Really? There is already a test for prosecutions. Do 
you have a prima facie case? Is there a reasonable 
chance of success? And is it in the public interest? 
[That is, a] simple, age-old approach to prosecution, 
not for any Government to interfere with. The Consti-
tution of this country makes it patently clear who is 
responsible for the implementation of prosecutions; 
that constitutional independence is sacrosanct, and 
the Honourable Opposition do not seem to get that.  

Somebody did not look at the Constitution 
when they came up with that plan. So the one thing in 
here, Mr. Speaker, where I actually see here is an 
idea . . . here is an idea, and this is what we will cre-
ate, has not been well thought through, because they 
would drive a truck through the Constitution to try and 
do it. It just would not happen. What would happen is 
you would have the judges, FCO, and everybody 
stepping in and saying No, no, no, hold on a second, 
you cannot do that, you cannot start dictating to direct 
the public prosecution about what to do, that is a con-
stitutional provision that is sacrosanct. And, by the 
way, it umbrellas all the other laws.  

I am pretty confident that the former Attorney 
General, Ms. Wilson, did not have a hand in writing 
that. I am pretty confident she did not have a hand in 
writing that, because anybody would have spotted that 
one. So whoever did [go] about trying to create some 
political mischief, saying, We are going to create a 
Code for Crown Prosecutors . . . fundamentally dan-
gerous . . . a Government going to interfere in an ab-
solutely imperative constitutional provision for the in-
dependence of prosecutions, the independence of the 
judiciary.  

And all of the protections that they talk about 
there, which someone did not look at it, are all con-
tained in section 6 of this wonderful document called 
the Bermuda Constitution Order. And I would encour-

age them to look at it when it comes to the “Provisions 
to secure the protection of law.” 
 So here we have a Throne Speech reflecting 
on a Code for the Crown Prosecutors, and we already 
have it in the constitution, clearly set out, age-old pro-
visions. So I do not see the point of having that in 
there or where that was going to go or how that was 
going to assist one iota. But if it was a plan, it was an 
ill-thought-out one that can never, ever, ever be im-
plemented. It cannot happen. 
 So what lacks, as I said before, Mr. Speaker, 
with those—some great ideas—is any sensible mean-
ing, even a summary of a plan. The two things that got 
highlighted are: they very nicely wrote out our plan 
with regard to crime. I do not know why they did that, 
but they did. And I am not saying that they took credit 
for it they just said this is the plan. But, yes, it is our 
plan. And the other one is relation to prosecutions 
they came up with something that can never ever be 
done. So that was the extent of the planning. 
 But let us talk facts. Let us talk facts, because 
when we talk about 23 months—bearing in mind that 
they had 14 years to do these things—I think you just 
have to examine the facts of what has occurred during 
this Government’s tenure with regard to righting the 
ship, with regard to getting us going in the right direc-
tion. I already commented on crime being it’s lowest 
since 2000. The Gross Domestic Product, economic 
activity on the island, increased by almost 1 per cent 
in 2013—the first growth in five years—turning the 
corner after only 23 months in power.  

New insurance company registrations in 2013 
showed a remarkable 72 per cent increase over 2012 
reflecting strong increases in both traditional and al-
ternative risk transfer sectors. A 72 per cent increase. 
This is a rhetorical question: Would that have hap-
pened under a Progressive Labour Party Govern-
ment? 
 
An Hon. Member: Yes. 
 
Mr. Mark J. Pettingill: And the answer is absolutely 
not, absolutely not. Absolutely not. 

Sixteen per cent growth in international com-
pany registrations in 2013, the highest number of new 
exempt companies added since 2008. We saw them 
continued— 
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: Point of Order, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
Mr. Mark J. Pettingill: —continued in the first— 
 
The Speaker: Honourable Member, just a second. 
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: Mr. Speaker— 
 
The Speaker: Honourable Member, the Chair now 
recognises MP— 
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Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: Thank you, thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 Just a quick point of order. 
 
The Speaker: What is your Point of Order? 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: That the Member is mis-
leading the House. He says that that would never 
have happened under a PLP Government. 
 Mr. Speaker, as you would know, because 
you were a Minister then, I believe, we saw a signifi-
cant rise in incorporations in the reinsurance sector 
post 9/11 and post Katrina— 
 
The Speaker: All right, thank you. 
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: —resulting in a doubling 
of— 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, no speech. 
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: —Bermuda’s GDP under a 
Progressive Labour Party Government. 
 
The Speaker: Honourable Member, you have made 
your point. 
 
Mr. Mark J. Pettingill: And we could talk about that 
all day, Mr. Speaker, because what happened is they 
implemented the UBP plan, and then changed it to 
their own, and then things went down after that. That 
is just a fact as well. So let us talk facts, and now we 
had to step in and begin the mend, which is what we 
have been doing. 
 So let’s talk facts. Let’s talk facts.  

Also in the first half of 2012 the value of new 
construction start-ups was more than 25 per cent. And 
let us be clear about that. It did not involve Govern-
ment capital projects, where you are running around 
boasting about how everybody is getting employed 
because Government is spending money on building 
buildings . . . and Government is going to dig another 
hole and do this and do that and all of the problems 
that circled around that that we know about. With fol-
low on increases in construction work, income of 9.4 
per cent. The number of building permit applications in 
2014 to date is 30 per cent more than 2013. 

So those are the facts about what is actually 
being done. These are the things that are occurring. 
And when you want to talk about initiatives, who actu-
ally, after RFPs and extensive stuff, has a developer 
for the east end? We do. We do. How many years 
before and after implosion of the Club Med site did we 
hear about Oh, we’re gonna get there. We’re gonna 
do this, we’re gonna do that? Nobody was coming. 
Nobody was coming; nobody came. We had people 

lining up to do it, Mr. Speaker. People lining up to do 
it. Ariel Sands broke ground this week, prepared to 
now, under this Government, implement a project to 
actually do something.  

The America’s Cup— 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Mr. Mark J. Pettingill: The America’s Cup . . . and I 
do not want to get ahead of myself, or wish it done. 
We have already taken a very positive step in the di-
rection with regard to the America’s Cup because we 
have those initial races, which is going to be signifi-
cant. But if we get to the Promised Land (and I am 
very optimistic that we will), that is something that 
happened because of this Government working hand-
in-hand with key initiatives and key people in business 
that saw the benefit and the ability to do that in Ber-
muda, and have it organised under a Government that 
could deliver.  

It has involved planning. It has involved strat-
egy. It has involved meetings with the right people. 
And that is part of it, Mr. Speaker. You have got to 
have the right team in place. And I have seen mem-
bers of our team dealing with international leaders and 
international business leaders. And the country just 
has to be honest about that—whatever party you sup-
port. Who do you want sitting down at those meetings 
around the world, or here, on your behalf? A Michael 
Dunkley? An Honourable Grant Gibbons? A Tourism 
Minister like Shawn Crockwell? A businessman like 
Glen Smith? Those are the people that you want to 
have sitting around the table, by the way, that actually 
produce the goods and get things done. Not some 
fiction that the Opposition made up and can bang on 
about for a year and all the rest of it, about things that 
are actually being done, Mr. Speaker.  

And this is the key, let’s talk facts. These are 
just the facts I am laying out. I am not here saying we 
have got an idea to do this, and we have got a fantasy 
about this, and we have got a pipe dream about this, 
and we are going to make this up. These are just the 
facts. And the facts speak for themselves, in my view. 
And the plan speaks for itself. It absolutely speaks for 
itself. 
 So the fact of the matter is, Mr. Speaker, that 
with the right qualifications and the right plan this 
Government has demonstrated that it can get the job 
done. And I hope . . . and I want the Opposition to 
keep coming up with ideas. Come up with the best 
ideas possible. Let us know about them, we will get 
them done. We will get them done. Give us your 
ideas. And we will even give you credit.  

I am happy to say on any day—on any day—if 
we take an idea from the Honourable Member Burt 
with regard to fixing the economy that he propagates 
and we then take that, I will be the first to jump up and 
down and say, Boy! What a great idea that we imple-
mented that the Honourable Member Burt had. If any-
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thing like that . . . that is what we are going to do. I 
mean, if we do, we are going to do it. By the way, that 
is what good governance is about. The essence of 
wisdom is to recognise your own ignorance, to be able 
to say, I got that wrong; to be able to apologise when 
you get it wrong; to be able to look at your own con-
duct with some self analysis and say, Could have 
done that better; could have said that better; shouldn’t 
have said that, forgive me. I got it wrong. That is what 
leadership is about.  
 I heard from a very wise man once. He said, 
Mark, I learned a lot more from what I got wrong than 
from what I did right. And I think that the Honourable 
Opposition can probably take a page out of that book. 
Have a look and say, You know what? We didn’t get 
all that right. That is why we are sitting over here now 
and we would like to, at least in part, work hand in 
hand with you. Not try to undermine you because we 
think that it is the gravy train to contracts so we can be 
the Government again. Like we actually want to be 
part of the solutions. And when it comes time to it . . . 
and this is what Government should be about, Mr. 
Speaker. 

You know what? We all live, and we are all 
part of the same system. And, if we are honest, we all 
want the same thing, I would hope, which is the best 
for our people. So we really should be working hand-
in-hand to accomplish that goal. I fully agree with that. 
 And when it comes time for elections (and 
elections not too far away and whatever) what it 
should be about is who can do the best job. Who is 
the best qualified? Who has the best plan? It should 
not be about sitting around and saying, How can we 
undermine this particular thing and make somebody 
look bad, or, even worse, What can we make up? Or, 
What can we keep talking about? What can we make 
up—do not worry about the facts. That is where we 
have to look at ourselves and say, How do we con-
duct ourselves with regard to the way that we go 
about our business? 
 So Mr. Speaker, the position is this, for the 
people of this country—and be honest—who do you 
have confidence in as a team to get the job done? 
And nobody said it was going to happen in 23 months. 
What I am saying is it is starting to happen. Nobody 
said it could be done in 23 months, or 2 years, or 
maybe even a term. But it is starting to happen, and 
the facts speak to that. 

So when I say, in closing, “There is a tide in 
the affairs of men, Which taken at the flood, leads us 
on to fortune,” this is a Government that is not just 
talking about, Wouldn’t it be nice if a tide came along, 
wouldn’t it be nice if there is a ship. This is a Govern-
ment that is saying, There it is. Let’s have a plan. Let’s 
get on the ship. We’ve got the right team, we’ve got 
the right leader, we can get the job done and we are 
doing it. And that is the truth. 

And the facts speak to that. And you can pon-
tificate all day long and then criticise about, You ha-

ven’t done this and you promised this and you broke 
this promise, you didn’t do that. Let’s go to the facts 
and see who is getting it done. It is this Government. 
We are taking the tide. We are a Government of ac-
tion. I am proud of that and long may it continue. 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you, Honourable Mem-
ber. 
 The Chair will now recognise the Honourable 
Member from constituency 15, Pembroke East, MP 
Walter Roban, the Shadow Minister of Public Safety. 
 You have the floor. 
 
Mr. Walter H. Roban: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 May I ask, Mr. Speaker, how much time do I 
have for my— 
 
The Speaker: Thirty minutes, 30 minutes you have. 
 
Mr. Walter H. Roban: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, thank you for the opportunity to 
contribute to this particular debate on the Throne 
Speech which was delivered last week, and the Reply 
that was delivered today. 
 I took note of the eloquence of the first 
speaker from the Government. He had a lot to say, 
Mr. Speaker. But what I found very interesting is that 
of the 45, 50 minutes that the Honourable Member 
took to speak, the Honourable Member actually spoke 
very little about his own Government’s plan or agenda 
for the calendar year. 

The Honourable Member spent a whole lot of 
energy and time in actually talking about what was 
wrong with our Reply, or what he thought about our 
Reply. I find that very interesting. I am quite im-
pressed with the energy and exuberance of the Hon-
ourable Member because you know he did have a 
hard summer, we understand that. But he seems to 
have come back with great energy and exuberance. 
Perhaps that will be the tenor of his presentation go-
ing forth, because he did have a hard time of it, and 
we understand that, prior to the House going down in 
July. 
 
An Hon. Member: He had so much to fix, it is no 
wonder. 
 
Mr. Walter H. Roban: Mr. Speaker— 
 
The Speaker: Incidentally, Honourable Member, just 
so you know, you actually have 60 minutes because 
the first two speakers after the— 
 
Mr. Walter H. Roban: Okay. 
 
The Speaker: —Throne Speech and the Reply to the 
Throne Speech. 
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Mr. Walter H. Roban: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

I am aware of the rule— 
 

The Speaker: It says actually the two— 
 
Mr. Walter H. Roban: —but it is not written in a way— 
 
The Speaker: —yeah. 
 
Mr. Walter H. Roban: —that is necessarily clear. It 
says that I have— 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 
Mr. Walter H. Roban: —it cannot be interpreted be-
cause my Leader gave the Reply. 
 
The Speaker: Right, yeah. 
 
Mr. Walter H. Roban: That could be interpreted as 
where the time goes. So I do appreciate your clarifica-
tion, Mr. Speaker. 
 Well Mr. Speaker, last week we did hear the 
Speech from the Throne given by His Excellency—29 
pages of words about what the Government’s agenda 
is to be for the upcoming year. And I took note of a 
few things in it, Mr. Speaker, if you will oblige me. 
 I took note of their reference to history—the 
innovation, energy and optimism mentioned about the 
United States. I noted also the reference to John F. 
Kennedy. That was referenced on page 4, Mr. 
Speaker. And one usually makes reference to those 
types of comments when they are looking for correla-
tion and association with boldness, with imagination, 
with vision, with charting a course for the future so 
clear that people run to be a part of it and are proud to 
be associated with it. You know, when you mention 
Kennedy or you mention about the United States and 
its transcending the depression, that is usually what 
you are trying to latch on to. 
 But I must say that I did not see much of that 
in this particular speech. I did not see much vision. I 
did not see much imagination. I did not see much 
boldness. And it was very interesting hearing the 
Honourable Member who just sat down because he 
spent a lot of time talking about what was wrong with 
our particular presentation today. He seemed at some 
point to have [made] a call for us to work together for 
the goodness of Bermuda. But it is very difficult to do 
that when basically you stand up in this House and 
then you make somewhat sarcastic and undermining 
comments about fishing and about other interesting 
proposals that we have made, and kind of basically 
say that the PLP’s ideas are not that far-reaching, 
they are not that interesting, and they did not really 
get anything done and will not be able to get it done. 
They should come with a plan for things like seabed 
mining. So it is our responsibility, Mr. Speaker, to 

come forth with plans for everything that we mention 
in the Throne Speech—blueprints.  

Well, let me just mention, because the Hon-
ourable Member basically just bashed the possibility 
of any offshore fishing as one of the diversification 
ideas, and he also bashed the possibility of exploring 
seabed mining (he called it deep-sea mining, but I 
think the proper term is seabed mining). Well I will just 
make a reference to a few things, Mr. Speaker, that 
might bring clarity, because the Honourable Member 
said, Well, where’s the studies? Where’s the investi-
gation? How is this applicable to Bermuda? basically 
saying they are pie-in-the-sky types of proposals.  

Well let me just make reference to a few 
things, but I am not going to go into detail, because 
Honourable Members on this side do their research 
and will perhaps expand upon these particular issues 
later, Mr. Speaker. I will just mention the UN Interna-
tional Seabed Authority report entitled “Marine Mineral 
Resources Scientific Advances and Economic Per-
spectives.” I will also make reference to a Woods Hole 
Oceanographic Institute report on 2003 research 
cruise into the Muir Seamount. I will also make refer-
ence to the 1975 Deepsea Drill Project paper entitled 
“Site 386: Fracture Valley Sedimentation on the Cen-
tral Bermuda Rise.” 
 I am not going to go into detail about those 
things, but this perhaps answers a part of the Honour-
able Member’s questions. And he gave quite a good 
performance, perhaps reminiscent of some of his per-
formances at BMDS [Bermuda Musical & Dramatic 
Society]. But that is not going to get past in this House 
all the time—the theatrics and the disparaging com-
ments—whether you want to refer to us as “Kool-Aid 
drinkers” or something else in this House, or with the 
people of Bermuda. People know what the possibili-
ties are and they propose them with genuine interest 
in the future of Bermuda.  

Dr. David Saul is just one of the people who 
have become champions for activities in the sea as to 
ways to deal with Bermuda’s economy. And he is no 
friend of anybody on this side, at least not politically.  
 So the calls to have these things looked at are 
not just our ideas. And we have never taken that sort 
of ownership licence of them. But perhaps the Hon-
ourable Member needs to do his own research be-
cause he has previously in this House disparaged 
things like fishing, but as other people have said, fish-
ing has put some people in this House through college 
and through schooling. But I have heard the Honour-
able Member’s comments before in that tone and he 
needs to— 
 
Mr. Mark J. Pettingill: Point of Order, Mr. Speaker. 
Point of Order. 
 
The Speaker: Honourable Member please take your 
seat. Thank you. 
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POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Mr. Mark J. Pettingill: He is imputing improper mo-
tives and he is also misleading the people of this 
country. I have never been disparaging about fishing. 
We are talking about industrialised fishing, it is very 
different.  
 
The Speaker: All right. 
 
Mr. Mark J. Pettingill: And I have supported fishing in 
this country my whole life. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you Honourable Member. 
 Please carry on. 
 
Mr. Walter H. Roban: Mr. Speaker, I know what I 
have heard, and I am just making reference to it. But I 
am moving on. 
 Again, it is very interesting that the Honour-
able Member spent 40 minutes of the 50 or so min-
utes that he spent really just disparaging our own 
presentation. It is very interesting, because one would 
have thought, with the exuberance that he has shown 
today, that he would have been spending most of that 
time talking about his own ideas within his Govern-
ment’s own speech. We heard very little about it. 

There are a number of legislative initiatives 
that are in this speech. There are things that I would 
refer to as resurrection proposals, because they are 
basically continuation of work that the previous ad-
ministration—the PLP administration—was already 
doing. In some cases this Government shelved them 
when they came into power. But then perhaps in the 
wisdom of having pretty much an 18 to 20 month slog 
of not getting it right all the time and basically pissing 
most of Bermuda off— 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
The Speaker: Honourable Member not that language 
. . . please withdraw that language. 
 
Mr. Walter H. Roban: Yes I will— 
 
The Speaker: Withdraw that term. 
 
Mr. Walter H. Roban: —withdraw that word, Mr. 
Speaker— 
 
The Speaker: Please . . . please. 
 
Mr. Walter H. Roban: —or those two words, begin-
ning with the “p” and the “s”—but essentially making a 
whole lot of people in Bermuda not too happy from the 
very beginning. They went after our children, they 
went after our seniors, and they have gone after, right 

now, the jobs of thousands of people. And they seem 
to have in the process, Mr. Speaker, not gotten it. 
 So one would have thought that their presen-
tation, Mr. Speaker, would have been a little bit more 
full of things that the Bermudian public might be happy 
about. But it seemed to be weighted mostly, Mr. 
Speaker, on what we are going to do—in the usual 
OBA/UBP mode—what they are going to do for busi-
ness, and maybe the rest of you might pick up on the 
crumbs. 

But there are some things that I would call 
resurrection proposals, such as something referred to 
as the Bermuda Health Plan. Huh, interesting. The 
Bermuda Health Plan—that is one of the resurrection 
proposals. A speech that was absent of vision, a 
speech absent of anything, really, that was interesting. 
They had a few interesting things, but what is more 
interesting, Mr. Speaker, is the fact that they [are 
things that are] probably not even going to happen—
things like reverse mortgages. That is one thing that 
one would have thought, since, you know, they are so 
much the great financiers, and people who have the 
economy moulding in their fingers, and they associate 
themselves with people who know how to get the job 
done with the economy.  

One would have thought that they would have 
come already with the plan for how they were going to 
run a reverse [mortgage] programme, since that is 
supposed to help our seniors—after they have already 
taken away some of their benefits, right? They are 
now going to bring a programme that would really just 
increase the amount of private debt that we have ac-
cumulated and really not provide any real long-
standing relief for our seniors. And that is about the 
only provision that has been in here that even relates 
to seniors, despite that the seniors and our families 
and our children and our students and our workers 
have been getting the brunt of what has not been right 
about the last three to four years with the economy. 
This has very little to talk about them. 

They talk about a lot things to do with busi-
ness, but, like I said, they have what I call resurrection 
provisions, like the Bermuda Health Plan. Mmm, that 
sounds very interesting. And I am sure my Honour-
able Member, Mr. Zane De Silva, and the Honourable 
Member, Kim Wilson, will have a lot to say about this, 
because it is almost like what they did, Mr. Speaker. 
They inherited the sheep. They killed the sheep; they 
ate the sheep, and now they have created a wooden 
sheep and put the sheep’s clothing back over [it] and 
are trying to tell us that that is the same sheep that 
they inherited.  

They killed the National Health Plan, Mr. 
Speaker, and now they are trying to resurrect it with a 
new brand and cherry pick what they are going to deal 
with. That is what this is. 

So where are the new ideas, Mr. Speaker?  
I read what is here, and I do have some un-

derstanding of what the health plan was because it 
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had its embryonic stages while I was Minister. The 
Honourable former Minister of Health, Mr. Zane De 
Silva, took the ball and ran with it and virtually got it all 
done—credit to him in his period as Health Minister—
and he was trying to get it done for this country and it 
got shelved, torpedoed, sabotaged, destroyed by the 
OBA.  

And what happened? Nothing. All they did 
was increase the health cost for the very people that 
we were trying to help. That is what we have seen 
over the past two years. The seniors are paying more 
for basic health care packages, FutureCare. Insur-
ance premiums have gone up multiple percent. Where 
is the reduction or the relief in healthcare for those 
who need it in this country in the past two years? It 
has not been seen. But the insurance companies are 
doing quite well. 

The other resurrection provision I saw in this, 
Mr. Speaker . . . well there are a couple. I will touch on 
them. One was the energy policy, this new energy 
policy. Another one of those interesting programmes 
that . . . we had a National Energy Policy that had 
worked over a number of years prior to December 
2012 that was approved by this House. It was brought 
to this House, it was debated. It was in place and it 
charted our Energy Plan to try and get the country to 
begin to reduce its reliance on fossil fuels, its carbon 
outputs, and beginning to change the behaviour of 
how we as a community use energy. It set out a plan 
for that. It was approved by this Legislature.  

The pieces were there to be put in place. It 
got shelved, again. Another one shelved, gone. No 
mention of it, not until now. And now the Government 
is trying to creep back in under the darkness of night. 
They do so many things under the darkness of night. 
They fly away on jets, Mr. Speaker. They sign deals to 
sign away major assets of the country. They do a lot 
in the darkness of night. Their problem is that they are 
scared to do anything in the front of the rest of us in 
the [light of] day. Lack of transparency— 

 
An Hon. Member: Yes. 
 
Mr. Walter H. Roban: —lack of openness. 
 
An Hon. Member: Yes, yes. 
 
Mr. Walter H. Roban: They are the Government of 
darkness, that is what they are. They love the dark-
ness. They cannot seem to do anything in the light . . . 
anything that is worth doing for this country in the 
light. Sign away our airport—everything in the dark-
ness of night—come out of nowhere. We signed away 
your most valuable assets of the country. But I do not 
want to digress. That is another issue and I am sure 
one of my other very talented Members, Mr. Speaker, 
is going to touch on that. But here, like David Copper-
field’s magic tricks, reappears the energy policy. Like 
a magic trick out of nowhere; resurrected from death.  

So it was very interesting that the Honourable 
Member who just sat down did not talk about these 
things. Since this is such a bold visionary and innova-
tive speech, one would have thought the Honourable 
Member would have spoken about it. 
 Mr. Speaker, one of the other interesting res-
urrection provisions that I saw in this was with the 
Caution Policy, another effort to try and bring some 
relief around the issue of crime and drug use and how 
many citizens of this country are confronted with the 
criminal justice system. [This was] put in place prior to 
December 2012, but seemingly disappeared thereaf-
ter, now being resurrected by the OBA, as [if] to say . . 
. and I will read it if you will allow, Mr. Speaker, in this 
Speech. “The Caution Policy will be amended to per-
mit greater discretion on the part of the police officers 
when dealing with first time offenders.”  
 That was in place prior to them becoming 
Government. I just do not understand why they got rid 
of it and created these problems. Now they are just 
slowly creeping back, bringing back ideas that they 
shelved, that they threw cold water on because they 
were not theirs, so they figured they would just shut 
them down. And now they are creeping them back 
over successive Throne Speeches, over successive 
budgets. It is just extraordinary, Mr. Speaker, when I 
look at these things. 

The whole idea of the issue that, on page 20, 
“Bermuda has a long and distinguished history of 
vegetable and flower production. As our population 
has grown, less land has been available for food pro-
duction . . .” And it seems they are going to create a 
sort of national food policy or agricultural policy, I 
guess, is what they are looking at. 
 
The Speaker: Where are you looking at? 
 
Mr. Walter H. Roban: Page 20 at the bottom. 
 Anyway that was in trail under the PLP. Why it 
was stopped, I do not know. But, again, they are 
creeping back these things that they had promptly 
shut the door on because they were not the authors of 
them. And they found a way back into their Throne 
Speech. 
 Another resurrection provision: the Orange 
Valley [Centre] and the Opportunity Workshop (also 
on page 20). Having made great strides, and the 
paragraph reads, Mr. Speaker, “Orange Valley [Cen-
tre] and the Opportunity Workshop have made great 
strides in improving the services provided for a seg-
ment of Bermuda’s cognitively and physically disabled 
population.” There is an effort to consolidate and “ . . . 
the consolidated programme, located at Roberts Ave-
nue, will be able to provide a wider range of services 
[to a] greater [number of] clients.”  

So that is the consolidation of Opportunity 
Workshop and the Orange Valley. That was in trail 
under the PLP. The Honourable former Minister of 
Health Zane De Silva was working on this with the 
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Ministry of Education to make better use of the land 
over at Orange Valley on Roberts Avenue. I know, 
because I sat with him in Cabinet and I saw the effort 
that he made to do this. Again, resurrected stuff that 
they put the brakes on, right? They are just rebranding 
it and renaming it, right?  

Again, they like killed the sheep, ate the 
sheep and now they have a wooden frame and are 
throwing the sheep’s wool over it and telling us it is 
the same sheep that they inherited. No, Mr. Speaker! 
We are not going to sit here and just let them try and . 
. . and this is the sheep that they have tried to paint as 
being full of innovation, boldness, imagination and 
ideas.  

So many of the things in here are basically re-
treads and resurrections of policies that were gener-
ally good policies that they shelved, and now they are 
trying to bring them back as their ideas, and they took 
29 pages to do it. They could have done it in less 
time, in my view. But, hey, I do not write for the Gov-
ernment and I am sure they have great writers who 
write for them. 

Mr. Speaker, we certainly await to see what 
they are going to do about the issue of conscription 
with the Regiment—another thing that has popped up 
once again on page 16. And I am now pivoting to Na-
tional Security and Public Safety. We have heard re-
peatedly—prior to them becoming Government and 
now—what they are going to do about conscription. 
We know, again, this past year was not a good one for 
the OBA, because it seemed like their friends in the 
community, who they rallied against the previous 
[PLP] administration and how terrible we were in han-
dling conscription, they made them mad too. But that 
is because they have spent the last three Throne 
Speeches telling people that they were going to do the 
same thing. They were going to end conscription. 

Now, the Honourable Minister of National Se-
curity over the past year has said, Well, we are going 
to take this approach. But I can understand if people 
who have this issue at heart, frankly, are feeling a little 
frustrated because they have seen, in particular, the 
Premier be front and centre with his support initially 
for the elimination of conscription, and then take a 
totally different posture when he became the Minister, 
and certainly as the Premier. And here we have again, 
going from page 16 to 17 about the elimination of 
conscription and the plan to do all these things. 

Well, forgive me, Mr. Speaker, if some of 
those out there in the community are not interested 
and, frankly, are tired of hearing it. But we will see 
what the Government can come up with this year, be-
cause we did see the Premier have to sort of do some 
gymnastics around his own comments in the media 
about this when he said, Well, there are a number of 
issues in your past Throne Speech that you did not 
complete. How are you going to handle them? Well, I 
guess we have heard here what they are going to do. 

Mr. Speaker, I do find it very interesting how 
we have gone through this session today, in particu-
lar, having had within a wake of 48 to 72 hours some 
very traumatic experiences that this country with gun 
violence. Now, it is very interesting . . . again, I am just 
going to slightly digress to the previous speaker. 
Muddled somewhere in his message was this effort to 
work together. But when it came to the issue of public 
safety and crime the Honourable Member quite disin-
genuously tried to suggest that for the last two years it 
is the OBA Government’s initiative that has brought 
down crime. 

Mr. Speaker, I was shocked to hear the Hon-
ourable Member say what he said, because even if 
you look at the facts—and the Honourable Member 
seemed to make great reference to the facts around 
these things—what actual pieces of legislation has 
this Government brought in the past 18 months as we 
have been sitting in this House that has actually been 
directed at reducing crime? 
 
An Hon. Member: Nothing. 
 
Mr. Walter H. Roban: That is the part of the factual 
book that one can look at. Now let us even look at the 
factual book a little bit more carefully here from a fis-
cal standpoint.  

This Government came into power in Decem-
ber 2012. That means that the budget that the police 
were using and had been vested with up until April of 
2013, was the PLP budget. That means that, really, 
the only real fiscal contribution or resources this Gov-
ernment has made to the police has been between 
April 2013 and April 2014. That is only really one year. 
And they would have passed a budget in April 2014. 
So, one budget and a bit has been their actual practi-
cal contribution to the resources and efforts of the po-
lice. Are you trying to tell me that the trend, that even 
the Police Commissioner has reported on, started 
many years ago, somehow only came about because 
of a budget and a half of the OBA Government? That 
is what that Honourable Member is saying. Those are 
the facts.  

Now I do not know, perhaps the Honourable 
Member has different facts than I do. But it is basically 
impossible for the OBA to have made the impact on 
crime that that Honourable Member reports has been 
made. Not only that, those who are the professionals 
in criminal reduction in this country have already said 
that they do not agree with that statement. 
 So taking responsibility for the total reduction 
in crime, which has been factually stated to have 
started around 2000 and steadily gone from there, let 
us not bring any less attention to the concerns about 
gun crime and the danger and the traumatic experi-
ence it has brought to this country. That does not omit 
that. But overall crime has been going down.  

But the Honourable Member is reporting to-
tally something else. And that has been a part of a 
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number of initiatives that have gone on over a number 
of years that has brought this situation to where it is. 
And we congratulate and give credit to all those par-
ties that have contributed to that. Yes, it was re-
sources that the former administration gave to the po-
lice to assist in what they wanted to do. It certainly is 
partially [a result of] what this Government has done 
in recent years. But the overall picture extends way far 
back before they were even in power.  

And to say what the Honourable Member said 
takes away from the contribution of all of those other 
people (other than the Government) who have been 
working towards this. It is an insult to them. You know, 
they can insult us all they like, because they do it 
every day, and we take it. But it is those other persons 
who are working hard to address the issue, that are 
the heart of some of what we are going through, 
whether it be with gun violence or other types of 
crime, and the work they do 24 hours a day. That is 
where the contribution has truly been seen; not from 
anything that the OBA has done within the past 20 
months. So it is an insult to all those people that the 
Honourable Member would get up and even have said 
that. 

Certainly the community that I represent, the 
community in Sandys, has seen unfortunate actions—
as happened in Pembroke just yesterday. Those are 
the people who are feeling the brunt of what is hap-
pening. Ironically, we had no statement from the Na-
tional Security Minister at all today on it in this House, 
which is where the Honourable Minister should have 
brought a report. Perhaps the Minister will run up to 
Mount Hill and get a picture done perhaps today or 
tomorrow. Perhaps that is what he will do. 

Mr. Speaker, again, some of the very interest-
ing things I saw in this speech by the Government, 
such as (and I am just going to digress a bit here), the 
National Cultural Heritage Policy. I do not know there 
seems to be an effort by this Government to do what 
seems to be totally against its nature. They are trying 
to, one might say, divest Government’s involvement in 
the community, whittle down the size of the Govern-
ment, but they keep announcing programmes and 
policies that basically tie Government into having 
more of a role in things that . . . whether these policies 
will come into play or not, like a National Cultural Pol-
icy. 

Well, a lot of work has been done in culture 
over the decades. We had one of the pinnacles of 
Bermuda’s cultural expression when we participated 
in the Smithsonian programme some years ago where 
we basically took aspects of Bermuda’s country and 
they were exhibited right on the Mall in Washington 
D.C.—our stone cutting, our cedar work, all types and 
aspects of Bermuda culture. There has been a lot of 
work done around the expansion and appreciation of 
Bermuda culture and history. That is why things were 
done to celebrate our heroes, our sports heroes, our 
national heroes—the Sports Hall of Fame, renaming 

certain streets and buildings—all as a way to enhance 
the appreciation of culture. 

So I see this mention of a National Cultural 
Policy, but I am just wondering what exactly this is 
supposed to do any more than there is an announce-
ment of a National Sports Policy. You know, these 
things get mentioned, Mr. Speaker, but what do they 
actually do? Does it mean the Government is going to 
be putting more money into these sorts of things? 
Well, this is the Government that is not providing more 
money for much of anything. So are these going to 
just be “shell” programmes and reports? Are they ac-
tually going to see the light of day? Frankly, the Gov-
ernment needs to explain how a National Cultural Pol-
icy is going to operate. 

I mean, I am still waiting for more clarity on 
where the Government is on the National Tourism 
Plan. When is the last time we heard anybody in Tour-
ism talk about that? 
 
An Hon. Member: They have a new one now. 
 
An Hon. Member: We don’t have a Tourism Minister 
anymore. 
 
Mr. Walter H. Roban: Well, I believe we do have 
Tourism Minister, but are they still following the Plan?  

We have the Bermuda Tourism Authority that 
has a substantial amount of money to actually imple-
ment, to research tourism. Today I heard something 
from that particular body, Mr. Speaker, which sug-
gested that some of their frustration is, Oh, you know, 
the old contracts that we have signed seem to be in-
hibiting our ability to do what we need to do. Really, 
Mr. Speaker? Really? Really?  

They are blaming any lack of progress in tour-
ism on being tangled by contracts. When is the last 
time we heard of a new airline signing for Bermuda, 
creating more airlift? I hear the things about . . . I 
mean this speech was full of it, particularly in the first 
part, they spent half of the speech talking about stuff 
that I guess they are trying to suggest that they have 
done, and then spent the other latter part of the 
speech talking about things that they plan to do, basi-
cally, as I said, resurrecting old policies that the PLP 
was doing that they rebranded. 

But I heard something about all of the hotel 
development that is supposed to be on line. Well, 
there are things happening, but I do not think it is any-
thing that is moving most of the people out there look-
ing for work, Mr. Speaker. There is a whole lot of talk, 
and I am very pleased, like many in the community, to 
hear about what has happened over at Ariel Sands. It 
appears as if, you know, something is going to hap-
pen around there. Well it was very visible that some-
thing was happening because there were cameras 
there, and the Premier was there. It looked like he had 
a shovel or something, I do not know. And it looks like 
Mr. Douglas of the Dill family, who have had that 
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property for centuries, has another commitment to do 
something there.  

But Mr. Speaker, I actually remember, since 
that place was closed, we have seen about four of 
those particular events happen with that property—
three or four. So I think it is very nice that the OBA 
seems to have gotten behind what is happening at 
Ariel Sands. Maybe that will help it happen. But we 
have seen this particular scene before with Ariel 
Sands. I hope it happens, because I think it is wonder-
ful if something could happen around there. I remem-
ber going to that property when it was in its original 
state and it was very nice. If they can advance it, that 
is good. But we have seen this before.  

Actually, I caution the Government (if I can do 
this at least once, Mr. Speaker, during my speech) 
about getting too bubbly about those sort of photo 
ops, okay? Because we had them too. We had about 
two or three with Ariel Sands. And I can tell you there 
were some projects that were way further on in the 
process than Ariel Sands is, and never happened. Not 
because of anything that we did. 

And I heard some talk by the Honourable 
Member who was speaking earlier, Mr. Speaker, 
about St. George’s. Well I can tell you, because I was 
the Minister involved, when it came to a certain devel-
oper and approval of all of their plans for the St. 
George’s site. They had the planning approval, not 
just the building demolition permit or to clear the 
land—that was done. They had the approval for their 
plan. They could have broken ground in October 
2011. They had the plans. The plans were approved. 
But other things were not in place that had nothing to 
do with the Bermuda Government. We moved stone, 
rock, tree and everything imaginable to make sure 
that they had their plans approved because, like the 
rest of the country, we desired to see some develop-
ment in this country.  

The Ariel Sands plan is nowhere near where 
that plan was. There has not even been a plan filed 
with the Planning Department with Ariel Sands. There 
have just been talks. I have been through the process, 
so I know how it works, with a major developer, be-
cause I took a personal interest in making sure that 
the development that was planned for St. George’s 
would get through the planning process. I had no con-
trol of anything else as the Minister responsible for 
Planning, but I could make sure that happened. I had 
the support of my colleagues and we moved . . . if we 
could have moved the sky and a couple of banks we 
would have moved them too. But we did not have con-
trol over that, we only had control over what is on the 
ground in Bermuda to make sure that that developer 
could do what they desired to do.  

It did not happen . . . way further than any-
thing that has happened over at Ariel Sands. So I cau-
tion you all: Do not get too bubbly and happy, be-
cause the Ariel Sands project has been through that 
same little scene that you all manufactured over there, 

about three times already, and it did not happen. And I 
do not doubt Mr. Douglas has got a lot of money, per-
sonal wealth, so he could probably finance it himself 
outside of the rest of his family. So we will see. I wish 
you all the best, but we shall see. You could find your-
self with nothing but dust over there in like a year’s 
time because that is what happened two or three 
times already. 

I say this not to discourage you in your efforts 
to get development. Press on, the country needs it. 
People want the work. But do not use these efforts 
solely for political gain, because all you do is disap-
point a whole lot of people who are really genuinely 
looking forward to something to get us back on track, 
Mr. Speaker.  

It is a form of . . . it is almost like (and I am not 
suggesting that they are this), but it is almost like you 
are feeding off of the aspirations and hopes of the 
people in an unfair way just to get political points on 
your opponents at a time when people are delicate, 
extremely delicate, especially after your meeting down 
there on Front Street. They need to be very careful, 
Mr. Speaker, very careful as the Government. 

Mr. Speaker, when it comes to law and order, 
public safety, as a party we have outlined in our 
Throne Speech [Reply] how we think the question of 
crime has been appropriately dealt with, the efforts 
that have been put in place over the years that have 
contributed to trying to address the issue of gang vio-
lence, and some of the strategies which we said we 
felt would have helped. And we made reference to the 
modification by the Police Service of its gang and vio-
lence reduction strategy and its inclusion of a common 
framework for enabling partners and the community to 
engage directly with each other.  

The strategy, as is outlined here, Mr. Speaker, 
aimed to reduce . . . if you will give me permission to 
read, Mr. Speaker, on page 14 of our statement: “Re-
duce gang crime and reoffending; Address overlaps 
and gaps in existing approaches . . . ; Align the work 
of partners more effectively by expanding and improv-
ing on established partnerships; Tackle social exclu-
sion of both offenders and their families.”  

I suspect that the mention about the alignment 
with the Mirrors by the Government is an effort to try 
and address a gap like was mentioned, “Include wider 
social agencies to increase the effort on targeted of-
fenders and create an integrated offender manage-
ment regime; Improve information sharing across the 
Task Force agencies.” 

But Mr. Speaker, we took note of the success 
that has been achieved. We do not doubt that the 
OBA Government has been, perhaps, committed to 
seeing some level of success. But let us face it, we 
have not heard that much in recent months about 
what actually is happening in this particular area, and 
that does concern us. 

And what happened up in Mount Hill and in 
Somerset does make it very clear to everyone, Mr. 
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Speaker, that violence—whether it be gang violence 
or any other type of violence against others—is not a 
simple issue for anyone to deal with. Governments 
around the world are trying to deal with these issues. I 
am not trying to belittle what we are facing, but you 
know, we have governments that are dealing with 
their own members . . . people who have been born 
and bred in their community and have lived there all 
their lives embracing fundamentalist Islam and com-
mitting acts of violence in their own countries. Not 
people coming from outside, which is what tradition-
ally has been what we have all been prepared to deal 
with. But from within they are facing Jihadism being 
cultivated amongst their youth, amongst persons who 
are citizens of their own country. Some of these peo-
ple go overseas and then return and commit acts of 
violence within their own communities. 

We are not faced with that. I pray that nothing 
like that ever reaches the shores of our country. And I 
applaud the efforts of our own security services and 
their partners around the world to ensure that we have 
that level of protection. So I hope that we are never 
confronted with those sorts of things. But we have our 
own challenges with our own youth and their own pro-
pensity for violence, or even not so young people.  

So the issue of violence (and gang violence is 
the issue at hand) is not simple issue. We can all go 
back and review the history about when, and who 
tried to raise the flag about this scourge, and who ig-
nored it or who did not. But the reality is that we are 
here now. And this is not an OBA problem; it is not a 
PLP problem. It never was exclusively a problem for 
any organisation, it is a community problem. And we 
must be honest and open about how we are going to 
deploy the resources we have available to us.  

Wherever we may choose to extract re-
sources . . . from work with our partners—whether it 
be agencies in the US Government, the British Gov-
ernment, our Caribbean partners, and even locally—
we must be prepared to deploy whatever is in place 
as necessary, Mr. Speaker, to deal with this particular 
issue. And we must not do it with a level of arrogance 
or a belief that certain jurisdictions have more an-
swers than others. We must look internationally for 
solutions that we can tailor to our own situation and 
make them work. 

That is why I believe that the Inter-Agency 
Gang Task Force was put together with cooperation 
and assistance from our US friends. Team Street Safe 
was a more localised programme which was taken out 
of the Boston area and [we] worked to tailor it for 
Bermuda. We even have local stakeholders who are 
specifically focusing their energies on this issue and 
have been for many years.  

We need to give all of these partners and 
these agencies the undivided attention, as the Pre-
mier has mentioned, and make reference to reports 
that have tried to bring clarity—like the one that you 
orchestrated on crime, Mr. Speaker—and any other 

resources that we can deploy so that we can go into 
the community and give our own people the tools and 
we can deploy our resources, over time, to bring this 
to a level where it is minimally impacting our environ-
ment. 

Now I am not going to stand here, and cer-
tainly there was nothing in our Throne Speech [Reply] 
that said that we are going to get rid of it. We did hear 
from the Government (when they were Opposition) 
that they would stop the shooting. That is what they 
said. And perhaps now they have learned that stop-
ping certain things is not so simple. Many of us do not 
even understand how it got turned on, so how are we 
going to stop it?  

I am not suggesting that we on this side are 
better equipped than the OBA Government to do it. I 
am suggesting that the community must be better 
equipped to deal with it, and all of the resources de-
ployed to begin to deal with the underlying issues, 
whether it be the issue of behaviour of our children in 
schools, family relations, poverty, lack of education . . 
. it would seem that all these areas are areas that we 
are going to have to take a serious look at, over time, 
to ensure that the question of violence in our commu-
nity is properly addressed, Mr. Speaker. 

So we must defer from making the drive to 
solve crime a political issue in the whole. It cannot be, 
because it is never going to be solved that way. And I 
would hope that the OBA understands that. I know we 
have come to understand that through our experience 
in Government, because this issue did come to its 
fruition during the PLP period. So we know. Not only 
do we know it as a Government, but many of us know 
it personally, having had family members on both 
sides of the coin in this particular issue. So there is no 
illusion on this side of the House as to the impact that 
we will have, or have had, with the question of vio-
lence. 

But we do have questions, Mr. Speaker. And 
we present those questions on page 15 of our speech. 
And those questions are as follows, Mr. Speaker: 
“What has been the process and result of the Gang 
and Violence Reduction Strategy since it was re-
vised?” And my Leader put those questions pointedly 
to the Honourable Premier, Minister of National Secu-
rity.  

The fact that the Honourable Minister did not 
have a statement for this House on the recent events 
brings to question how deep the commitment is. I do 
not doubt that there is a commitment; but how deep is 
it? Because there should have been a statement 
made here in this House. My colleagues and I from 
the Sandys and Pembroke communities did make a 
statement today in this House, at the lunch period, 
because we feel strongly enough that we will try our 
best to have a message for the community to try and 
ensure calm, and advise the people on the best ap-
proach they can take to deal with this issue in the im-
mediate.  
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We are serious about that, Mr. Speaker, and I 
am not going to stand in this House and not try and be 
genuine with how we desire to approach this. And we 
welcome working with the Government in any way. 
We have always said that. But we have questions. 

“Are we still benefitting from the Inter-Agency 
Gang Task Force?” If so, are we witnessing in the re-
cent events a failure on its part to reach the objectives 
that have been set?  

“What has been the extent of the interaction 
with the community organisations and stake holders 
on the underlying issues of gang activity and vio-
lence? Has the Bermuda Police Service advanced its 
intelligence and operational capability to be more pro-
active . . . ?”  

Part of the frustration, Mr. Speaker, because I 
am just going to delve a bit into the area of sport and 
community, which my honourable colleague Mr. Mi-
chael Weeks, I suspect, will have something to say 
on. We saw actions (and I witnessed one myself . . . 
not witnessed it eye-to-eye but I was within a close 
vicinity) when I was Minister, at the St. George’s 
Cricket Club when certain things happened around 
the Cup Match period a number of years ago. And 
myself and other Ministers were escorted by the secu-
rity services to our vehicles so that we could leave, 
because there was concern about the safety of not 
only us but also the people in the area, and the police 
were everywhere.  

One of the other incidents that brought rise to 
the severity of the gang problem was, I believe, an 
incident shown on somebody’s camera where a gen-
tleman was holding a machete, or some sort of 
weapon, and running around St. George’s cricket 
field, I believe it was, a number of years ago. That is 
when it crystallised to all of us in the community that 
there was something really serious going on, and 
many of us had not witnessed it. I do know that there 
were . . . I do not know if, Honourable Speaker, you 
were there at that event when it happened. That is 
what I am talking about. That is what we saw. 

What happened this weekend was reminis-
cent of when it all began. So people are afraid that we 
are back where we started. Are we back where we 
started? After all the work that has been supposedly 
done, are we back where we started? Are we going to 
have tit-for-tat shootings at different parts of the Is-
land? We have never had four people injured in one 
incident—even at the worst of it years ago. But here 
we are. It seems like we are back where we started. 
And yes, it is at the beginning of the OBA period of 
Government.  

So people are wondering, what is your com-
mitment to dealing with this issue? And you do not 
have to hear it from me, because you do not have to 
listen to me. What about the people out there? What 
about the innocent people who were wounded by that 
incident? They and their families are asking the ques-

tion. It is important that we hear more from the Gov-
ernment on these issues.  

Have the police advanced their capability? 
Because it would seem as if with certain events there 
is a more likely risk of certain things happening. I am 
not going to be critical of the police directly here be-
cause perhaps they were there in the level that they 
should have been, but things happen. And you do not 
have any control if people are going to do what they 
are going to do, and particularly if it happens outside 
of the stadium in Devonshire and outside of some of 
the cricket clubs. Clearly, the people within the club 
had control of their grounds. But they do not neces-
sarily control what happens on the street. And the 
same thing applies with the National Sports Centre. 
There is total security within, but once you get out on 
the street it is an open field. 

But I think people want to know that the Police 
Service does have in place the intelligence capability 
better than they had many years ago to know or to 
assess the proper risk, because we do not need to 
have wonderful events like the W-Cup or other FA 
Cup events with nobody there. What would that say 
for our sporting community, where they will have 
games of such importance and nobody attends be-
cause people are afraid to come to even the most se-
cure spaces, Mr. Speaker? So that is why it is impor-
tant.  

Let us face it, Somerset Cricket Club and the 
National Sports Centre are probably some of the best 
equipped grounds in the country together. So for 
something to happen outside of their grounds . . . 
people probably expected it somewhere else. I am not 
going to mention where they might have expected it, 
but they might have expected that to happen some 
other place that they do not go. Not at the National 
Sports Centre and not at the Somerset Cricket Club. 

So what does that say? Are we back where 
we started, Mr. Speaker? And this is why these ques-
tions are being asked. 

“What are the additional strategies that are 
going to be deployed to address the underlying prob-
lems that contribute to the cultivation of gang life and 
culture in Bermuda?” 

I have not heard that much [from] the Gov-
ernment about what they are doing in this area. They 
now have an opportunity to be a lot more informative. 
In the wake of what has happened, I believe that the 
public will be keenly interested in what needs to be 
said or what the plans are to begin to take another 
approach to addressing this. We do not need to feel 
like we are back where we started, Mr. Speaker. And 
that is utterly important. 

Mr. Speaker, how much time do I have left? 
 

The Speaker: About three minutes and seven sec-
onds. 
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Mr. Walter H. Roban: The Honourable Grant Gibbons 
says I should use it wisely. Does the Honourable 
Member presume that I do not use my time wisely, Mr. 
Speaker? Or perhaps I just cannot think things 
through, like some other people that he has often 
mentioned in the past . . . I do not know how to use 
my time wisely. 
 
The Speaker: You are wasting your time now. 
 
Mr. Walter H. Roban: I just want the people to know 
what the Honourable Member said. That is what I 
want to know, and that is not a waste of time. 
 Again, very smug, very arrogant comments, 
Mr. Speaker. It is sad. 
 Mr. Speaker, as the Opposition we desire to 
see the trends that currently . . . irrespective of what 
has happened in the last couple of days, when it 
comes to public safety, continue. We wish to see the 
continued reduction in all types of crime. We wish to 
see what resources are going to be deployed to ad-
dress some of the underlying causes of violence. We 
wish to see more relaxed policies—yes—with the 
whole area of the handling of, like, cannabis as it re-
lates to the criminal justice system and other ways, 
because it does appear, based on accumulated evi-
dence in recent years, that governments are taking a 
much more enlightened approach (if I can call it that) 
to how they are dealing with their citizens around the 
question of the use of certain stimulants. I will just say 
stimulants generally, particularly cannabis.  

I do think that in light of this country’s experi-
ence and the amount of money, if everything is about 
our fiscal commitment, that the amount of money that 
has been deployed and even arguably the amount of 
money that we have often given our online security 
services has been based on a belief that we needed 
to give them a lot of money to address this.  

Well, perhaps if we have a more enlightened 
approach that money can be deployed in other 
ways—to providing quality medical treatment to peo-
ple who have addictions, to proper education in the 
schools, Mr. Speaker, around the use of stimulants to 
our children—these are the things that we can deploy. 
If we begin to have a more enlightened approach to 
the use of certain substances, we can deploy those 
moneys to areas that can be proactive and have bet-
ter education for our young people so that they under-
stand that they can have a stimulant-free life, and that 
they can live a life free from the scourge of addictive 
drugs, and they can live positive lives and very good 
lives without finding themselves in these areas. 

I say that with a hope that the Government will 
take this on and I thank you for— 

 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 
Mr. Walter H. Roban: —the opportunity to participate 
in this debate. 

Thank you very much. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 The Chair will now recognise the Honourable 
Minister of Community, Culture and Sports from War-
wick North Central constituency 27 Minister Wayne 
Scott. 
 You have the floor. 
 
Hon. R. Wayne Scott: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: And you have 30 minutes. All speakers 
from now on have 30 minutes. 
 
Hon. R. Wayne Scott: I will try to be brief, Mr. 
Speaker, but this is a . . . if memory serves me cor-
rectly, it was 3:00 am last year when we got out. 
 
The Speaker: I cannot remember. 
 
Hon. R. Wayne Scott: Well, my memory, Mr. 
Speaker, serves me pretty well and I remember a 
couple of years ago the recovery that we are now 
starting to see signs of was denied ever existed until 
December 18th and all of a sudden that changed. But I 
am going to resist the urge of going back and forth in 
banter and I am going to speak to what we are actu-
ally doing as a Government. 
 
[Mrs. Suzann Roberts-Holshouser, Deputy Speaker, 
in the Chair] 
 
Hon. R. Wayne Scott: And you know since the 
Throne Speech, Madam Deputy Speaker, I have had 
so many comments from people who are just pleased 
that we have actually recognised the need to address 
our social recovery. 
 And Madam Deputy Speaker, we are making 
the difficult decisions but at the same time being pas-
sionate about what needs to happen and simultane-
ously being responsible. 
 Now, if you listen to a lot of the dialogue and 
sound bites that you hear coming from other areas 
you would question that, but let us look at what is ac-
tually being done and what we are doing. 
 And we recognise, Madam Deputy Speaker, 
that you cannot have a sustainable recovery without a 
social recovery. But at the same time, you cannot 
have the necessary and required social programmes 
as effective as you would like them to be without eco-
nomic recovery as well. We get it. We understand that 
balance. 
 But what we have here is an action plan. And 
there is a distinct difference between talking about 
issues and social issues and actually doing something 
about it. As a matter of fact most plans and strategies 
fail not from a lack of ideas, because there are a lot of 
wonderful ideas that go around and a lot of recycled 
ideas that have been talked about. Most things fail not 
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because of a lack of ideas or a lack of strategy, but 
[from a failure to implement] that strategy. It is actually 
doing something about it. It is actually where the rub-
ber hits the road.  

So the tangible actions that we are taking . . . 
you are seeing those green shoots of recovery and 
seeing that new life. And there is no question that 
there has been some difficult times in the last several 
years from an economic perspective and, you know, 
we keep hearing the words “Government” that just 
does not care, and it would be very easy to focus on 
just those economic . . . fixing those economic issues 
in our finances and ignore our social issues. But that 
has actually not happened. We are very focused on 
making sure that we provide the services necessary to 
take care of our people. You know, we are sorting out 
our financial problems, but we must absolutely main-
tain our social programmes to improve the day-to-day 
life for all of us. 
 You know, as the Premier put it (from the 
Throne Speech) we have an overriding determination 
to improve the lives of the people we serve. So this is 
a caring Government, Madam Deputy Speaker. We 
care about the less fortunate and improving their lot. 
Our youth, which are our most valuable asset that we 
have and their education, and even though we actu-
ally look at what needs to be done from this Hopkins 
Report a little bit differently, there is no question that 
we have work to do with regard to this. Of course, 
from a sports perspective, I would like to see us have 
the structured sports back into our schools from an 
elementary school age, with that discipline, that struc-
ture, that teaching kids how to get along is absolutely 
critical. And we see what has happened as those 
things have been removed from our elementary 
schools over the last decade or decade and a half. 
And, certainly, I was not even involved in politics when 
that started, Madam Deputy Speaker, so I am . . . we 
are working on it. We are working on it. 
 We have talked in our Throne Speech about 
the elderly and the quality of their lives, family and the 
stability that that brings to society, and the workforce 
and opportunities available. You know one of the 
things that I was pleased to see with the unfortunate 
back-to-back storms with Fay and Gonzalo was just 
how Bermudians actually work together. I mean, I 
came out of my house after the first storm and started 
cleaning up the street which borders a main through-
way so that traffic could get by in that section. 
Neighbours from all up and down the street were do-
ing the same thing so we cleared that road up in my 
constituency, which the border is 100 metres away 
from where I live. And we are doing the same thing up 
there in helping some of the elderly constituents move 
. . . get debris out of their driveway so that they can 
actually get out. And you just saw the community 
coming together. We have the ability to come to-
gether— 
 

An Hon. Member: We do. 
 
Hon. R. Wayne Scott: —if we work together and ac-
tually get some things done. I am sorry. I have got the 
former Leader of the Opposition saying something 
over there. Excuse me? 
 
An Hon. Member: He is not the former Leader of the 
Opposition. 
 
Hon. R. Wayne Scott: Well, the former Leader of the 
United Bermuda Party, which was the Opposition at 
the time he was the Leader, so actually that was tech-
nically correct. As a matter of fact, you have the for-
mer Leader of the United Bermuda Party, the other 
former Leader of the United Bermuda Party and it is 
funny that you refer to us as the United Bermuda 
Party. But, anyway, I digress. 
 Madam Deputy Speaker, I said I am not going 
to go there. I am focusing on what we are doing and 
Government’s role in our Throne Speech is to improve 
society as well as rebalancing the economy. Certainly 
these go hand in hand. And when we are outlining a 
broad range of common sense progressive measures 
which, you know, is aiming . . . and you can see that 
we have gotten . . . we have started to get some sta-
bility to our economy and stabilising the Government 
finances, which again allow us to continue to help 
serve our people. 
 So this Throne Speech is evidence of a caring 
Government. You know, when I was walking out of the 
reading of the Throne Speech I was even hearing the 
commentators talk about, Wow! This is actually . . . 
you know, how socially oriented our Throne Speech 
was. You know, it sets out an agenda that focuses on 
people’s social issues. That was coming from the 
commentators. Which without calling names, I think 
that, you know, it is consistent with some of the feed-
back that I have gotten with regards to our agenda, 
which is set out in the Throne Speech. 
 We do talk about a National Youth Policy rec-
ognising that the youth are our future and they need to 
have a voice. And when I am in my constituency talk-
ing to the kids up there these guys get it. They under-
stand what is going on. As a matter of fact, you know, 
someone reminded me when I was up on the corner 
of Hillview and Cedar Hill last weekend that it has 
been 10 years since I have been standing up there on 
that corner on a regular basis. I remember having 
conversations with some of the youth who are now in 
their early 20s and their mid-20s talking to me about 
some of the conduct of our leaders and how that is 
going to transcend to the anti-social behaviour that 
happens in our community. So it is interesting, very 
interesting. So that was something that certainly I had 
to give pause to.  

And when we look at the Children’s Amend-
ment Act, which I am not going to get into because it 
was laid and the plan is for that to be debated next 

Bermuda House of Assembly 



52 14 November 2014 Official Hansard Report  
 
week, but as it is in the Throne Speech and some of 
the conversations that I was hearing in the aftermath 
of that where, you know, there is a call for co-
parenting orders and I know in the States (certainly in 
Florida where I resided at one point) called “joint 
physical custody,” I do not believe it is our job as leg-
islators to dictate that level of compliance by the judi-
ciary. But making a legal purpose, a starting point that 
recognises the importance of having both parents in a 
child’s life is certainly the way to go. And if it is not the 
ultimate step, it is definitely a first step.  

I look forward to support on the other side 
when we do this, because this is something that af-
fects our families, this is something that is overdue. 
Mediation right now, if Members are aware, is some-
thing that is allowed within the current legal structure 
after non-compliance of a court order, which comes 
after a lengthy court trial which has already got every-
one’s nerves frazzled, and then you can mediate. 
Well, that seems a little bit backwards to me.  

I would think that most people that you talk to, 
especially early on—whether it is a divorce or just cus-
tody matters in general—recognise the importance of 
that child. Let us get those matters sorted out with 
mediation up front and have those orders be relevant 
throughout the process as opposed to after non-
compliance, because maybe we are actually going to 
benefit those families by taking care of those children. 
Now, that is a caring Government that recognises the 
issues that are affecting us, and we are doing some-
thing about.  

Again, my focus is on what we are doing as a 
Government and resisting the urge with the banter 
because this is a perfect example of where we can 
work together. And let us show the people of Bermuda 
that when it comes to our social issues and dealing 
with our families that we are going to do what we need 
to do. 
 I am sure everyone in this House agrees that 
family and domestic violence have a significant impact 
on the lives of our children. And we recognise this and 
you know domestic violence not only affects the survi-
vor, the survivor’s children, the person who is abusive, 
the health system, the criminal justice system, busi-
nesses, families, friends. I mean, you—I have got a 
report here that was presented to the former Govern-
ment in 2003 linking domestic violence, child abuse, 
sex offenders and such to the anti-social behaviour 
that we are experiencing in our country now. As a 
matter of fact, reports show that in excess of 70 per 
cent or so of these young men who are caught up in 
this anti-social behaviour come from families where 
they have been physically abused, sexually abused, 
or someone within that household has been.  

It even talks about reports going back to the 
1800s, Madam Deputy Speaker, that show the link of 
how uncontrolled domestic violence and violence on 
our youth perpetuates generation after generation af-
ter generation after generation. It happened with a 

father, it happened with that father’s son, it happened 
with that father’s daughter, and on and on and on 
back to the 1800s. So, certainly, when you look at a 
report from 2003 that links these things together, we 
would expect a Government that cares about its peo-
ple to do something about this. And we have and we 
are. So I think we will be putting that committee in the 
first instance as we talk about on page 18 of our 
Throne Speech that examine domestic violence, 
strengthening education and protection, support pow-
ers and intervention for victims and perpetrators. 
 Madam Deputy Speaker, I have been at the 
helm of the social programmes of this country for the 
last two years and I can tell you from what I have seen 
first-hand, that direct link—that direct connection—
between abuse against children and women as it re-
lates to anti-social behaviour. It is talked about in the 
Reply. The one thing that I will mention—actually, two 
things I will mention from the Opposition’s Reply and it 
was talking specifically about the Physical Abuse Cen-
tre and “it is imperative that we make the necessary 
allowances [financial or otherwise], to ensure that this 
vital resource is maintained.” And as the Opposition 
would know, we have already made those “otherwise” 
allowances because there are places where victims 
can go to today. 
 But what this speaks of, and I am sure the 
Opposition recognises, is the critical problem that we 
have in this country with abuse to children and 
women, and especially our women. Abuse takes all 
forms and all forms are equally abusive, whether it is 
physical or verbal, and most physical abuse ends ul-
timately . . . or most verbal abuse ends ultimately in 
physical abuse. Youth who are most vulnerable . . . 
our youth, our seniors, and again I just have to talk 
about abuse against women. And the verbal abuse 
against women, especially our sisters, and as leaders 
of this country we should not stand for that under any 
circumstances—any of us on either side of this floor. 
But I will leave it at that, Madam Deputy Speaker. 
 I have to just assure you that I will do every-
thing in my remit to ensure that we have a safe har-
bour and we smoke out where those types of abuses 
are allowed to happen. And not saying anything about 
it and being silent is acceptance, and we are all 
equally guilty if we sit back and allow this to happen. 
 It has been talked about, Madam Deputy 
Speaker, over the past few days where we have been 
reminded that gang violence is still prevalent in our 
society and it continues to demand our undivided at-
tention. And again, if we go back and connect the 
dots, dysfunctional families produce dysfunctional 
children. If you have a child that is in an environment 
where they are sexually abused, physically abused, or 
watching their parent be sexually abused or physically 
abused, watching their mother or any other women for 
that matter be physically abused or verbally abused 
and it is acceptable by society, what do you think 
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these children are going to think is acceptable? Vio-
lence begets violence. Violence begets violence.  

Verbal abuse has been the cause of more de-
struction in our societies than physical abuse, or it has 
certainly led to it. I mean, you have . . . you know, 
wars are started because two people have an issue 
and then it becomes the nations that have an issue. 
And over here we banter back and forth and one per-
son says something that is a little bit off and the next 
thing you know, we are almost throwing things back 
and forth over here. So certainly, certainly, as leaders 
of this country we cannot accept this type of behaviour 
or tolerate it from anyone—anyone! 
 So as I said, Madam Deputy Speaker, I will be 
brief. One of the things that Pastor Gary talked about 
was being precise and not running on too much. And I 
plan on doing that. I plan on doing that today because, 
again, just to highlight the fact that our social pro-
grammes are just as important, and in my opinion, 
even more important than our economic programmes, 
and economic programmes are critical to turn this 
country around. But we cannot have sustainable re-
covery, as I said before, without social recovery. And 
certainly I am passionate about this, and rest assured 
I am doing my best within this Government to ensure 
that we pay proper homage to that. 
 So we will focus on the development of con-
tinuous community youth communication, support to 
counter this influence of the gang-related culture and 
such. 

I will mention something else that is interest-
ing in their Reply to the Throne Speech where “we 
also call for the reinstitution of ‘National Heroes Day.’” 
We seem to have a short memory in this House 
sometimes, Madam Deputy Speaker, but just this 
summer it was said on the floor of the House from this 
spot by myself that we will be announcing a National 
Hero for next year. And the intention, as the previous 
Government would know because this was one of 
their initiatives, it was never meant to be every year. 
We will continue to function under that same premise 
that this is not something that is going to be done 
every year. But we believe it is important. We believe 
it is critical. We believe that our culture is a represen-
tation of who we are. And if we are not honouring our 
heroes or ourselves as a people and we respect in-
stead of our national heroes people who may beget 
violence—I digress. 

This Throne Speech contains a host of other 
initiatives, Madam Deputy Speaker. You look at re-
verse mortgage programmes for seniors, if it is avail-
able. Is it going to work for everyone? Absolutely not. 
Is it going to work for some people? Absolutely. I can 
tell you right now, if my mother wanted to get a re-
verse mortgage because she wanted to do some 
things that I cannot afford to help her do right now—
go for it! Go for it because I can tell you I am not sit-
ting around waiting for my parents to die so I can run 

and take everything that they have. I would hope that 
they spend every cent they have living it up.  
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. R. Wayne Scott: And I just may. 
 So I think that having an option available does 
not mean that everyone should jump to it, but there 
are many people in this Island that have the means 
with property and multiple properties and unfortu-
nately, unfortunately, because of the society that we 
live in, have other family members who refuse to help, 
allowing our seniors in some cases to live in deplor-
able conditions. Why not use some of your asset to 
take care of yourself because when you are gone eve-
rybody is running with their hand out.  

Now I know that there are cases where we 
need to be cautious because in any type of pro-
gramme you can have abuses, you can have deci-
sions that are made that will not have the best inter-
ests of an entire family in mind and that does  impact 
future generations, having the option there is a bene-
fit. Let us use it appropriately, let us make sure that 
we have the proper safeguards so that if it is neces-
sary, great, if it is not, great. But we have got to look 
at these options. 
 The elimination of conscription, again, some-
thing else that has been talked about for a while, ac-
tion plan, done. It will be happening. 
 Specific forms of cannabis-containing prod-
ucts. There is no question that it has been proven that 
certain cannabinoid drugs help. That does not mean 
. . . that does not mean that—well, there is a big dif-
ference, Madam Deputy Speaker (let us put it this 
way) of making those available immediately while we 
continue to do research and you know everybody go 
and sit out on the porch of the House of Parliament 
and lighting up—two completely different things. So 
we are addressing the pieces that are necessary now 
to help our people and let us see where this goes. 
 We talk about naming and shaming employ-
ers who do not provide health insurance for employ-
ees. 
 Public Access to Information, again, an initia-
tive from the previous Government that was talked 
about when my cousin was the Premier, the Honour-
able former Premier Alex Scott, whose son sits in this 
Chamber, started that initiative if memory serves me 
correctly. That was a decade ago. I am getting fuzzy. 
But in any event, April 1 this will be operational. So 
yes, it has been worked on but I can tell you that it has 
not taken a decade for us to implement it. 
 So there are a lot of—again, as I said, Madam 
Deputy Speaker, there are good ideas on both sides. 
As a matter of fact, there are some great ideas that 
we have, there are some great ideas that the Opposi-
tion have—implement and strategy is where rubber 
hits the road. And we are producing these results. 
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 We talk about opening Government boards to 
broader public participation. Again, let us . . . I mean, 
there are some boards that need to be revamped. 
There are some boards underneath my Ministry that I 
think need to be revamped for a different focus so that 
we can get some more relevant information. Times 
change, the remit of boards should change as well. 
 As I wrap up, Madam Deputy Speaker, we 
heard from Pastor Gary Simons this morning and one 
thing that he said stood out. When there is success 
and accomplishments, we tend to forget how and/or 
why this happened. And we have to—you know, 
things do not just happen by default. And we talk 
about it, it is kind of funny, I listened to the Member 
who just sat down talk about how, you know, the po-
lice statistics in reality were the PLP’s because that 
was their budget. So effectively then everything that 
was done was actually your plan is what he was say-
ing that we were doing, but yet every week we are up 
here there are complaints about what we are doing.  

Were we doing our own thing? Were we doing 
your thing? Are you then complaining about the plans 
that you put in place? Nonsense. Let us just focus on 
what needs to be done for our country. Let’s get it 
done. Let’s not just talk about it—action, action plans. 
This action plan that we have set out is a balance be-
tween addressing the social issues. It is a balance 
between continuing to get our economy on track. We 
are seeing signs of recovery which did not exist a 
couple of years ago and this is something that bene-
fits us all. 
 And I think I will end with two quotes here. 
One on page 4 of our Throne Speech which just says, 
“Progress is being made, but it is going to take com-
munity-wide effort to achieve a level of recovery that 
reaches into the lives of those who are suffering.” 
Madam Deputy Speaker, that takes more than just 
good ideas. That takes action and in an ideal world 
help and collaboration from both sides of the floor. 
And let us try that on for size instead of just idle banter 
back and forth. You know, we can expect social pro-
grammes, social support programmes, to continue, 
new protections for the vulnerable, reforms to 
strengthen Government accountability, worker training 
initiatives and a continued commitment from this Gov-
ernment to work for all Bermudians. 
 Madam Deputy Speaker, I suggest that this is 
representative of a Government that cares. 
 Thank you. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Member. Thank 
you very much. 
 The Chair now recognises the Member from 
Pembroke Central, constituency 17 Mr. C. Walton D. 
Brown. 
 You have the floor, again, 30 minutes. 
 
Mr. Walton Brown: Thank you, Madam Deputy 
Speaker. 

 Madam Deputy Speaker, I would like to begin 
my remarks with the concluding remarks of the 
Throne Speech. These were the personal comments 
by the Governor and I quote, Madam Deputy Speaker, 
“I would urge everyone to avoid stirring unnecessary 
division.” Unnecessary division. “Bermuda’s size and 
intimacy give us advantages.” The Governor goes on 
to say (his personal words), “But they also give a par-
ticular obligation to exercise these rights responsibly.” 
 Madam Deputy Speaker, those are fairly au-
dacious comments coming from the Governor, that we 
should exercise the rights that we have worked for, 
the rights that we fought for, responsibly. I recall this 
House approving without objection the establishment 
of a Commission of Inquiry to provide for a measure of 
justice for those multiple victims of land grabs. The 
Governor rejected that decision by Parliament. So for 
someone to call for us to act responsibly you would 
think that one should lead by example. This clearly is 
not leading by example. If the Governor wants to 
meddle in our affairs, he needs to do so responsibly. 
 Madam Deputy Speaker, I now will move on 
to my more substantial comments. 
 When I listened to the Throne Speech, I had 
to keep pinching myself because I thought I was lis-
tening to the Budget Statement because much of what 
was in the Throne Speech was about the economy 
and about economic policy. I know we are going to get 
a Budget Statement in February. My idea, my under-
standing of the Throne Speech is that it is meant to 
represent a comprehensive assessment of what Gov-
ernment intends to do on a variety of fronts, inclusive 
of the economic component, but also a largely social 
component as well.  
 People are hurting out there, Madam Deputy 
Speaker. There is a lot of pain; there is a lot of suffer-
ing. And, yes, it is absolutely important to provide for 
economic recovery. We do need some fundamental 
injections into our economy, but people also want to 
hear that this Government actually has as a priority 
the . . . alleviating the hardship that so many people 
are experiencing and enduring. And what we do not 
find in this Throne Speech is any real demonstrated 
understanding and commitment to this. I think part of 
the problem, Madam Deputy Speaker, may relate to 
the extent to which the Government understands the 
nature and extent of the problems we face. 

And it is instructive, Madam Deputy Speaker, 
that the opening remarks give some insight to how the 
Government goes about understanding challenges, 
because the Government refers to the challenges that 
America faced during the Depression and created this 
notion of how Americans came together and with the 
American determination they overcame the hardship 
of the Depression. That is not true, Madam Deputy 
Speaker. That is not how America got out of the De-
pression.  

America was a deeply desolate country in the 
1930s. Anyone who has read John Steinbeck’s The 
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Grapes of Wrath, I am sure many of you have read 
that, would know that 1930s America was a de-
pressed place to be in. America got out of the war, out 
of the Depression, by going to war. It was the genera-
tion of armaments and weapons and other things that 
led to the economic conditions for America to get out 
of the war. So it was the exact opposite of austerity 
measures to address the issue. It was an injection of 
money, a taking on of debt, to get out of the crisis that 
America was in. 

And then the Government, Madam Deputy 
Speaker, refers to the transition in South Africa. 
Again, a profound misunderstanding of what Nelson 
Mandela did as leader. He did not turn the other 
cheek. He did not turn the other cheek and say, Let’s 
come together and go forward. He created a Truth 
and Reconciliation Commission to have a measure of 
honest understanding, an atonement, if you will, of the 
problems that afflicted South Africa under white su-
premacy. There was no turning of the other cheek. So 
again, when you misunderstand the nature of a prob-
lem, how can you come up with the appropriate and 
viable solutions? And that is one of the challenges 
that the Government faces today and it is reflected in 
the Throne Speech. 

I am going to refer, Madam Deputy Speaker, 
to what I found to be a very important underlying 
component of the challenge that the Government 
faces today. I am going to quote from page 4, the third 
paragraph from the bottom, “The Government under-
stands that trust will be a big step for many, but the 
seriousness of the challenges confronting the Island is 
such that it will be necessary for Bermudians to exer-
cise the benefit of the doubt, to trust in the process, 
trust in each other and make headway towards a bet-
ter way of life.” 

So trust seems to— 
 
The Deputy Speaker: What page were you on? I am 
sorry. 
 
Mr. Walton Brown: Page 4. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. 
 
Mr. Walton Brown: Trust seems to underpin a large 
part of what we are meant to demonstrate in order for 
us to come together to address these challenges. And 
I will get back in more detail later to the issue of trust 
when we look at immigration policy, Madam Deputy 
Speaker. But if trust is meant to be a cornerstone of 
what the Government intends to build on, then I think 
that there is a shortage of trust. And the fact that you 
have seen some massive demonstrations around the 
Island with respect to Government policy on a number 
of key issues, speaks to the issue of trust and the lack 
thereof. 
 Now, all of us know that we need to find ways 
to bring about an economic revitalisation of this coun-

try. This side of Parliament, Madam Deputy Speaker, 
has always expressed its commitment to support any 
programme or policy that will put money into this 
country and will create jobs. We remain committed to 
that. And we will support the Government in its under-
taking.  
 What is surprising, though, is that when you 
read the Throne Speech and you look at what the 
Government has on its radar in terms of economic 
revitalisation, it seems remarkably meagre in its ap-
proach, Madam Deputy Speaker. There are three 
components identified: a revitalisation of tourism, the 
expansion of what we have currently on offer with re-
spect to international business, and the hope that we 
get the substantial America’s Cup . . . is it a tourna-
ment? I am not sure what it is. The America’s Cup 
Sailing Regatta in the Island. That is what is contained 
in the Throne Speech. There is nothing else really that 
is in there.  
 We have our challenges with tourism. We do 
not really know what tourism is doing because we do 
not get full disclosure about what they are intending to 
do. For $28 million a year I think— 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Mr. Walton Brown: How much is it? 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Mr. Walton Brown: I am sorry. For whatever the 
amount of money is that we are paying a year, we 
need to know much more so what is being done. 
 I am disappointed with the focus that we have 
currently on international business because we have 
the Business Development Agency [BDA] which has . 
. . I have spoken with the leadership in the BDA, I 
know that in the BDA organisation—not the old BDA 
political party, Madam Deputy Speaker—their focus is 
to look at the existing lines of business and try to grow 
those existing lines of business. There is no concept 
that we should be looking beyond our existing lines of 
business and look at new opportunities.  

In a world that is fraught with challenge and 
insecurity I would have thought that we would want to 
have the BDA look much more broadly at what our 
economic opportunities could in fact be. So, yes, we 
have some core components. They continue to inject 
money into the country. But I would have thought an 
organisation that is solely tasked with growing the 
economy would want to broaden its approach to look 
at a much greater set of issues in that regard, and we 
do not see that in place. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Mr. Walton Brown: Yes, thank you. 
 Now, Madam Deputy Speaker, there are a 
number of points . . . of issues addressed in the 
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Throne Speech. Clearly, the amount of time that you 
have decided to allocate to me today will not allow me 
to give full coverage to all the issues. So I am going to 
touch on a couple of points and then zero in on the 
issue that I speak on more formally, and that is immi-
gration. 
 But I note that there is a comment in the 
Throne Speech about revitalising the curriculum to 
ensure that there is an approach that covers a wider 
set of issues. I would encourage this Government to 
really emphasize the importance of Bermuda’s history. 
Local issues—it is absolutely central that we get 
global perspectives, there is no doubt about that. But 
it is very difficult for any young person to have a 
grounding in their own society and in their own culture 
if they know little about themselves. I remember when 
I was teaching at the college, I was doing a course on 
Africa and the Middle East, and one of my students 
said to me, Why are we learning about Africa and the 
Middle East when we don’t even know about Ber-
muda? And so I altered the curriculum, the course, 
and we did a six-week segment on Bermuda. They 
loved it.  

So we need to have that more firmly en-
trenched. I know that there is a very comprehensive 
curriculum created by a former employee at the Minis-
try, Ms. Leona Scott, and that curriculum exists. It is 
not being fully taught in the schools, Mr. Speaker. 
 
[Hon. K. H. Randolph Horton, Speaker, in the Chair]  
 
Mr. Walton Brown: And so we need to have that in 
place if our young people are to have a proper 
grounding in their own society. So I would encourage 
the Government to yes consider emphasizing world 
history and other issues, but give some focus—real 
demonstrated focus—on helping our young people to 
better understand Bermuda, their place within it, and 
our history. 
 You know, we seem to celebrate more histori-
cal buildings than we do our actual history. Yes, build-
ings are fine but people are more important than build-
ings and understanding our history is much more im-
portant. If we understood our history a lot better, Mr. 
Speaker, maybe you would not have had that crazy 
diatribe going on about the installation of a statue to 
honour one of our—who should be a national hero—
Sally Bassett, the only demonstrated example of 
someone who challenged her enslaved condition. But 
there are those who consider her to be criminal, so 
that is a real failing in us understanding our history, 
Mr. Speaker, if we can see her as something other 
than a national hero. 
 Mr. Speaker, I have to touch on . . . it is just a 
minor point— 
 
The Speaker: I just want to, Honourable Member, I 
just want to let Honourable Members know that if 
some people are feeling the heat a bit and if you are 

feeling the heat a bit then it is quite all right if you want 
to take your jacket off because it is rather warm in 
here. 
 
Mr. Walton Brown: Well, you know, Mr. Speaker, it is 
interesting that you should say that because it seems 
to me that the heat is being felt much more so on the 
other side. And if you start setting this precedent they 
may be taking off their jackets on a regular basis, so 
be careful what precedent, Mr. Speaker— 
 
The Speaker: Carry on with the speech, Honourable 
Member. 
 
[Laughter] 
 
The Speaker: Carry on with the speech. I am not here 
to assist you in making your delivery. 
 
[Laughter and crosstalk] 
 
The Speaker: Carry on. Carry on, Honourable Mem-
ber. 
 
Mr. Walton Brown: But I have to say, Mr. Speaker, 
there was a comment in the Throne Speech that 
speaks to young people and cigarette use. You know, 
it is frustrating to have to say this yet again, Mr. 
Speaker, because I have spoken with the Minister 
responsible on it on more than one occasion. All of 
this data is based on faulty data sets. It is a survey 
that surveyed only public school students. It did not 
include the private school students. And when half the 
population go to private schools, you cannot produce 
a set of figures about public school students only and 
speak as if it represents the totality of the student 
population—that is the first point. Secondly, it is . . . 
and the data will show that it is incorrect to say that 
students start smoking at the age of 7. 
 
An Hon. Member: That is crazy! 
 
Mr. Walton Brown: It is just not true. What I think was 
meant to be said is that the survey shows that stu-
dents have started as early as 7, but not that students 
started at 7. There may be 2 per cent, 5 per cent, or 
10 per cent who may have started at 7. But to say that 
in a Throne Speech, which is now an official Govern-
ment document, is just sending out misinformation. 
And we should be careful about doing that, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 Now, I want to spend the rest of my time, Mr. 
Speaker, talking about immigration policy and trust. 
Immigration policy has been controversial since the 
day the OBA were elected. There were a series of 
solemn election promises made, one fundamental one 
of which was ignored within, I think, a month of the 
OBA being elected.  
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[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Mr. Walton Brown: I said within a month, so that in-
cludes within a week. 

So the other issues that came out saw mas-
sive discontent within the population, Mr. Speaker. But 
what do we have in the Throne Speech about immi-
gration policy? I thought I must have dozed off during 
the Throne Speech. I did not, but if you look at the 
comment about—the closest thing you can get to im-
migration policy in the Throne Speech, Mr. Speaker, is 
on page 12, the second paragraph from the bottom. 
 
The Speaker: Which page? 
 
Mr. Walton Brown: Page 12, Mr. Speaker. 
 “The Ministry of Home Affairs will oversee 
new opportunities for Bermudian workers when the 
new work permit policy comes into effect on 
1 December, requiring all employers seeking work 
permits to advertise on its online jobs board.” That is 
it! Nothing about immigration policy; nothing substan-
tive whatsoever. One of the most controversial issues 
in our country—nothing! Nothing whatsoever. And so, 
yes, we have a Junior Minister who can speak on the 
issue, Mr. Speaker, but nothing substantive whatso-
ever. Is that contempt for the people because you in-
tend to do exactly what you wish under cover without 
articulating your policy in advance? Was it an acci-
dent? I doubt it because every Minister has to make 
submissions to the Premier about what is to be in-
cluded in the Throne Speech, but we get nothing, so 
one can reasonably conclude that the Government 
has no intention of having serious discussion and de-
bate about issues that relate to immigration. 

I have reached out to the Immigration Minister 
on more than one occasion expressing my desire to 
work together to try to find an approach to immigration 
policy that meets a number of needs—not just de-
sires—but a number of needs. Because businesses 
need to have some flexibility to bring the talent they 
need into this Island to get things done. You cannot 
tell a guy or a woman who is investing $10 million in a 
company that they cannot have their key executives. It 
just does not make sense.  

But you have to have a policy that says em-
ployers should be able and should be willing or should 
be made to ensure that Bermudians get fair treatment 
in their own country. We do not have that in place. 
The most recent egregious act is with the musicians. 
For more than 50 years, Mr. Speaker, we had a policy 
that said that if you are bringing in a foreign act you 
have to have equal time or thereabouts for a local 
musician, a local act. We have an abundance of very 
talented people in this country, Mr. Speaker—
comedians, we have musicians, we have singers. Go 
to Chewstick many nights, go to a number of places 
on Front Street, you will see a plethora of talented 
people.  

But what is this Government doing? Decem-
ber 1 they will change the policy. A company can ap-
ply for a work permit and if the Minister decides to 
give it to that business that business will get it. There 
is no concomitant obligation to ensure that Bermudi-
ans get hired. But this is a Government that says they 
care about people. If you care about people, have it 
reflected in your policy. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Mr. Walton Brown: Do you want to make a point of 
clarification? 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Mr. Walton Brown: Okay. 

But Mr. Speaker, the policy has now changed 
at a time when work is more and more difficult to get. I 
do not know who was complaining about the policy 
because normally a policy change comes about be-
cause there is some lobbying going on. Who lobbied 
the Minister? It was not in the public domain. So you 
are having private meetings with people and that 
forms a basis for policy? You have no discussions 
with the Musicians Union so you have a one-sided 
discussion to change policy? What kind of a Bermuda 
are we trying to create? When you say you want to 
revitalise the economy, does it mean economic growth 
without consideration of the impact of that growth? 
Because economic growth can come at the expense 
of Bermudians you know. Economic growth can come 
with the increased marginalisation of Bermudians. So 
what kind of growth do you want to see? 

Christine Lagarde who is the Head of the IMF 
(the International Monetary Fund) made a . . . I be-
lieve it was February, she made a speech. This is a, 
as my colleague, the Honourable Mr. Commissiong, 
would say, the IMF is not known for its left of centre 
policies, but the IMF had said that when you create 
economic growth and you increase the inequality be-
tween the people you foment the seeds of dissent, 
you foment the seeds of discontent, you foment the 
seeds of rebellion and unrest. So be careful how we 
talk about economic growth. 

The immigration policy has to be created in 
such a way that it ensures that the people who live 
here, the people who vote, have a place of priority. 
You cannot just say economic growth at any and all 
cost because it is guaranteed.  

We may not have a strong and viable society 
going forward. Learn the lessons of the past—1968, 
1977—everyone here should know what they mean. If 
you do not know what they mean, you need to catch 
up on your reading because 1968 and 1977 were piv-
otal years, and the Royal Commissioners who came 
here said the causes of these rebellions, these riots, 
were extensive problematic structures in our country, 
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lack of opportunity, lack of identity, lack of connection 
with the people.  

So try not to repeat the errors of the past. We 
study history so we can learn from history. History is 
not just meant to be an intellectual exercise; it is 
meant to be a place where you learn. All of you have 
your family histories. Your family histories are relevant 
but the history of our country is even more so when it 
comes to creating the right framework for governance. 

Mr. Speaker, this Government has presided 
over an immigration policy that provides privileges and 
a path to PRC [Permanent Residents' Certificate] for 
one group and one group only—rich white men. It is 
as simple as that. Look at the wording of the PRC—I 
am sorry, the Job Makers Act version 2. That is ex-
actly what it does. It gives privileged position and ac-
cess to PRC to senior executives of international 
companies.  

Who are they? Look at the Board of Directors, 
look at the CEOs who are all work permit [holders] 
and see what they look like.  

What are their demographics?  
So why would you do that? Why would you 

create such a policy against the backdrop of the divi-
sive racial history that we have? We had a racialised 
immigration policy in the 1960s, everyone knows that. 
Everyone knows that.  

So to create a new immigration policy today 
which has that same kind of bias, and to hear Hon-
ourable Members on the other side—the Honourable 
Minister Pat Gordon-Pamplin, the Honourable Finance 
Minister Bob Richards—say they do not care who 
comes in . . . You cannot create policy and not care 
what the impact is, because then you will feel the con-
sequences. You cannot say that as long as we get 
money coming in I don’t care where it comes from. 
Learn the lessons from 1968 and 1977. Listen to what 
people are saying. People are hurting. They want to 
know where jobs are coming from. 

I spoke to two of my constituents—a couple—
one has not had work since 2010. She said, Mr. 
Brown I would do anything . . . I would do anything to 
find work. I am calling around trying to find something 
for her. The husband, he stopped working when the 
hospital was finished, a qualified drywall installer, 
been working for 25 years. A proud couple, a proud 
family. They do not want to go on social assistance. 
They want work. She has been around to many Gov-
ernment departments looking for work, looking for op-
portunity. 

And we say we are going to create an immi-
gration policy December 1 which says if you are start-
ing a new company you can bring whoever you want 
to for the first year before the company gets set up. 
Nothing that says, Well, maybe you need to hire one 
or two Bermudian understudies. Maybe you need to 
do something that has your support staff as locals, 
because there are scores of admin assistants, there 
are scores of office assistants, who can do work along 

those lines who would be excluded December 1 when 
this new policy kicks in.  

I have written to the Minister and said, Come 
on, Minister Fahy, have a heart. Now maybe it was 
instructive that when [tropical storm] Fay hit us, like a 
hurricane, the immigration gates at the airport were 
flooded—symbolic perhaps—but it sounds to me like 
the comment that Freddie Wade made in 1995 when 
hurricane—what was the hurricane that delayed the 
referendum on Independence? He said, Even God 
doesn’t want the referendum. So you might take some 
insight from these sort of indirect messages we are 
getting. 

But how can you create a policy which says 
we want to create 2,000 jobs for Bermudians and 
then, on the other hand, say, If you are setting up a 
company you can bring in whoever you want to for the 
first year? A Government which is committed to ad-
dressing the interests of its people needs to have bal-
ance. I am not saying you cannot bring in people. 
Bring in the critical staff, of course.  

If I am investing $10 million, if I had access to 
that, I would not want Government telling me who I 
can and cannot hire as my key staff. But being . . . 
having a company is not just about making a profit. 
Right? The modern way of thinking for key manage-
ment with responsible companies is that you have a 
connection to your community, you are involved in 
your community, you have an obligation to your com-
munity, and that is what the Government needs to 
instil in those who are their partners.  

If you have a company as your partner, if you 
have an organisation that is your partner, there is a 
level of reciprocity—a give and take—it is not just a 
one-sided approach where the company gets every-
thing and the people who the Government represents 
get next to nothing. If you are concerned about the 
people, why would you have an immigration policy 
which says we are going to allow for 20 per cent of 
your employees to be beyond work permit control? 
Why?  

Why would you do that? Why would you say 
. . . you have got a company of a hundred employees, 
your top 20 people no longer need to have work per-
mits? Those jobs will be permanently off limits to Ber-
mudians with one snap of the finger. So why would a 
Government do that? Is it because they are in sym-
bolic bed with business and are so seduced by the, 
the . . . whatever, that they are not thinking logically? 
Because your obligation is to the people.  

Your obligation is not first and foremost to 
companies. And let no one try to spin this to being 
anti-business. Trust me. I want to see companies 
coming here, but you cannot just give away every-
thing. If you give away a country you end up having 
nothing.  

Look at . . . there are a lot countries that are 
very good examples of giving everything away—the 
Guyanese Government gave away all its rights to 
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some Canadian company—did not care about Guy-
ana, destroyed the rivers, poisoned the rivers, they 
were interested in making money. A Government has 
to strike the balance between the interests of a com-
pany, the interests of its people and the appropriate 
policy to put in place. We do not see that here, and it 
is very disconcerting, Mr. Speaker. 

So we need to have a sensible approach as to 
how we look at this immigration policy. It is stunning 
that there is no mention of a vision for the coming year 
with regard to immigration policy—one of the most 
controversial issues to afflict us—I do not know, in 
easily 15 years, Mr. Speaker. 

Now, we have called for a comprehensive set 
of immigration reforms. We said that last year. We say 
it yet again today. It is not political rhetoric. It is a sin-
cere, principled position. The 1956 Act is outdated. 
 
The Speaker: You have two minutes. 
 
Mr. Walton Brown: No, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Two minutes. 
 
Mr. Walton Brown: Okay. Mr. Speaker, two minutes. 

The Government has predicated its position 
on the issue of trust. If we are to work with Govern-
ment, and there are many of us who want to work with 
Government to ensure that the appropriate policies 
are put in place, if we have to work with Government, 
there has to be good faith demonstrated. Minister 
Fahy, you may be listening or you should be listening, 
I am available to sit down so that we can come up 
with a collaborative approach to addressing immigra-
tion issues. We have created a whole new category of 
people who would now be PRCs, what is the long-
term plan for that? What legislative amendment is go-
ing to be made to address that? We need to do it. We 
need to do it for the sake of this country, for our par-
ents, our grandparents, but most importantly for the 
children and those yet unborn. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member 
Brown. You still had another minute left. 
 
[Laughter] 
 
The Speaker: You have gone. You have finished 
though. You cannot get up again. 
 All right. The Chair will now recognise the 
Honourable Member from St. George’s South, con-
stituency 4, the Deputy Speaker Suzann Roberts-
Holshouser. 
 You have the floor. 
 
Mrs. Suzann Roberts-Holshouser: Thank you very 
much, Mr. Speaker, and thank you for allowing us to 
take off our jackets. 

 Mr. Speaker, I am the first OBA woman to 
speak to the Throne Speech as well as the Reply from 
the Opposition. I want to basically voice my concern 
and the reason and explain myself as to why I took 
the opportunity to leave the House, for it was basically 
out of respect for myself and for the respect of all 
women. And out of respect for my electorates I can 
assure everyone that I did listen to everything that 
was being said but it was important for me to establish 
that. 
 And I must say while I sat back there, I have 
to confess there was at one point that I actually 
thought was I listening to, perhaps, the party platform 
of the Progressive Labour Party, or was I listening to 
their Reply to our Throne Speech. 
 Mr. Speaker, the One Bermuda Alliance is 
moving forward, and while there were, perhaps, a lot 
of suggestions that will help us move forward, we 
must all move forward together. 
 So taking a look at the Throne Speech for 
2014, I have to say I saw a lot of exciting things in 
here. So for someone to say they did not see things 
for the society, I am not quite sure what they were 
reading or what they were reading into. 

And I am going to start off with . . . and we 
have heard comments pertaining to . . . in fact, not 
comments. In the Reply to the Throne Speech, there 
was a line put in there pertaining . . . it was page 5, 
Mr. Speaker. It [stated it] “is a diabolical scheme of 
disinheritance.” Now, that is speaking to the oping, or 
the suggestion, of reverse mortgages—“diabolical 
scheme of disinheritance.”  

Now if that does not sound like a spoiled child 
to me, Mr. Speaker, I am not sure what it sounds like. 
And let me explain why I say that. I was raised by very 
strong people as I am sure most Members in the 
House were, and it was always the opinion of every 
sibling (and there were five of us) that whatever my 
parents [had] they worked hard for. And as they got 
older it was not my money, it was not the money that 
belonged to my siblings, it was theirs. It was a con-
stant reminder that we had to give. Don’t do this for 
us; this is for you. If you would like to go out and buy a 
new car rather than constantly repairing a 20-year-old 
car, do that. Do not worry about us. 

Well, Mr. Speaker, I have to say I do know 
that there is a mindset—not with everybody, but with 
some—that would take a look at it as being a diaboli-
cal plan. But Mr. Speaker, all this speaks to is ena-
bling more financial security to maintain a quality of 
life that I believe our seniors deserve. It is a personal 
opinion, but I feel that if a senior feels—and I have to 
say there does have to be controls in there, it does 
have to be monitored, it should not be to an extent 
that they cannot control, and I know that there are is-
sues from my research in other parts of the world 
where it has caused challenges—but this is a poten-
tial. This is a possibility. And if one chooses, hopefully 
the opportunity will be there. It is not for us to say, You 
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have to take it. But, Mr. Speaker, if a senior wants to 
replace his living room furniture, then shouldn’t he? If 
a senior wants to go on an around the world trip, 
shouldn’t he be allowed to? Doesn’t he deserve it? 

Now, Mr. Speaker, there is that old saying 
again which I have heard my parents say many times, 
there are many people on the Island that are property 
rich and cash poor. And this is who that speaks to, to 
a portion of it. 

So I would like to think that what we are doing 
is we are being progressive. I will tell you, Mr. 
Speaker, a couple of years ago I was canvassing and 
believe this to be a true story. I was in a home and 
there was a senior, and in his kitchen, which I had to 
walk through, there were very few floorboards. It was 
a wooden floor. You know how they actually stand off 
the ground? He had to aim his footing properly in or-
der to go from one floor panel to the next one or else 
he would have fallen through.  

One of my comments to him was, What hap-
pens at night? How do you see, because this could 
break your hip? And we know what that would do to 
seniors. Well, Mr. Speaker, I actually said, Well, you 
know what? This is a case in point where it would be 
beneficial if there was such a thing as a reverse mort-
gage. And he said, Well, what would that mean for 
me? And I said, It would mean that you could replace 
your floor, that your life, your health would be safer 
because you do not have to worry about breaking 
your hip.  

Mr. Speaker, his son overheard me and there 
was a barrage of words which I choose not to repeat, 
but I can say this, the point that he was making was, 
Don’t tell him that. That is my money you are taking 
from me. Mr. Speaker, it was not. But that is just the 
way I look at it. It will be beneficial for us to take a look 
and have an opportunity. So that is my perspective on 
“a diabolical plan.” 

Mr. Speaker, I would also like to take the op-
portunity to talk briefly—and I mean briefly—on 
page 16 we have highlighted that “the Bermuda Hos-
pitals Board Ambulance Service and the Bermuda 
Fire and Rescue Service will partner to ensure an im-
proved emergency response across the island.” And 
this includes the West End and the East End. 

Now what I did was to find out, Well, what 
does that mean? Because I was not sure what actu-
ally that would mean to me. Well, I did find out that in 
actual fact it takes . . . and I am afraid that I was only 
looking for the East End, not the West End. It takes 
approximately 15 minutes to get from Paget to St. 
George’s to St. David’s. So what you are looking at by 
having an ambulance that is actually on location is a 
reduction in time that it will take to get that patient to a 
hospital where it might mean life [or] death. 

Now what does that mean in numbers, Mr. 
Speaker? So, again, I asked for another report. In 
January 2013 there were 56 calls . . . I am sorry, I 
think that was there were 86 calls. In August there 

were 89, in September 67, October 86, 77 the next 
month, 57 and then 61. This shows that what the One 
Bermuda Alliance has been able to organise with the 
helping hand of the Bermuda Hospitals Board and the 
Bermuda Fire and Rescue Service has gone to aid all 
those individuals or all those numbers. They will now 
have an extra 15 minutes of life saving. So, Mr. 
Speaker, I could not help but have to mention that in 
my response today. 

On the next portion that I would like to ad-
dress is from page 17 of our Throne Speech and that 
pertains to [the] “Interpol Specialist Group on Crimes 
Against Children.” Now, the Interpol Specialist Group 
actually meet annually and they are responsible to 
work together with the law enforcement entities and 
ensure that our children and all the systems are put 
into place for the betterment and health of our chil-
dren. 

Now I have to say when I saw that, that the 
whole idea was that we would be amending the 
Criminal Code Act 1907 to outlaw simple possession 
of child pornography. I thought, you know, my memory 
is pretty bad but I do remember being in the House in 
2006 and talking in great detail about pornography 
and having access.  

So I went and pulled that piece of legislation 
out. I throw very little out, I am not a hoarder, but I 
throw very little out when it comes to the House. I 
pulled out the Criminal Code Amendment (No. 2) Act 
200[7] and I briefed through it. And (and I will be very 
quick) under 182C it was pertaining to any person 
who knowingly shows a child abusive material. In 
182D any individual who “allows the child to be used 
for the production of child abusive material” and so on 
and so on.  

But what the legislation did not—and of 
course, I thought I got caught here—under 182H “Any 
person who knowingly accesses child abusive mate-
rial.” And I thought, Well, aha! It has already been 
done. And I read a little further “or child pornography 
is guilty of an offence and is liable.” So it is access but 
not possession, and there is a difference. 

So what we have decided to do because it is 
necessary and because [the] Interpol Specialist Group 
(who came to Bermuda) have made the recommenda-
tion. So what we are now planning to do is to include 
“the possession of.” 

Mr. Speaker, I know for years I have been 
talking about situations that most people would like 
not to talk about. And one of the cases was of a gen-
tleman who was charged for a sexual exploitation of a 
child. He also had graphic images—in fact, not just 
one or two images but 3,500 child pornography im-
ages. He was jailed for 10 years. Now the prosecu-
tion, Mr. Speaker, said, Choose to charge him with 
specimen charges rather than for every incident of 
abuse and every pornographic image. Can you imag-
ine what his fine might have been had this piece of 
legislation been put into place? 
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So I congratulate the team for actually seeing 
that that one step needed to go forward with the assis-
tance of Interpol. Mr. Speaker, that makes me ex-
tremely pleased. 

Now I am going to turn to page 18, again, not 
a lot of difference, but we have heard the topic of do-
mestic violence. And on page 18 we support the vic-
tims and the perpetrators of domestic violence or the 
intervention of. “To that end, the Government will form 
a committee to review domestic violence in Bermuda 
with an initial focus on protective legislation.” I for one 
would like to volunteer to sit on that Committee, Mr. 
Speaker. But one of the things I wanted to identify for 
the purposes of this House and, again, I have done it 
several years ago, was there are generally six types 
of abuse that fall under the realm of domestic vio-
lence. And this is for women and for men by the way. I 
do not want to say that it should be only for one cate-
gory. But it is physical abuse, emotional abuse, verbal 
abuse, economic abuse, mental abuse—all of these 
categories fall into making an individual feel less su-
perior. The whole idea of abuse is to show control, to 
show dominance. It is not acceptable in any shape or 
form—physical; emotional; verbal; economic (with-
holding of individual’s money) and that happens a lot, 
especially when we wonder why individuals (women 
and men) staying in environments that are not condu-
cive to a healthy environment. Well, the reality of it is 
in a lot of cases there is nowhere for them to go. They 
cannot afford—that economic hold for a lot of house-
holds—and I can speak to yet another constituent of 
mine. A man who was held within the environment of 
his household economically—but that is abusive, Mr. 
Speaker, and that is not acceptable. It is not accept-
able in any shape or form. And no one in this room or 
no one in Bermuda should accept any form of abuse, 
especially domestic violence. 

Mr. Speaker, the next topic I would like to 
touch on . . . and, again, I heard the Member from I 
believe it was constituency 15 mentioning he was not 
quite sure what the point of cultural tourism was and 
how we would develop on that. So I thought I would 
bring to the forefront what cultural tourism means to 
me, if you do not mind, Mr. Speaker. 

In the year 2002 was the first Reconnection 
Festival—these were survivors from the 1673 Euro-
pean massacre of Pequot Indians, Mr. Speaker. The 
whole intent of this massacre was to do away with all 
Pequot Indians. And for the most part they did so. 
There was a group that moved over to another area 
and stayed in Boston and in Connecticut, while there 
are recorded Colonial records of survivors that were 
sold into Bermudian slavery. They came to Bermuda, 
Mr. Speaker. We know the history; I have talked about 
that before. But what the reconnection group did in 
2002 was bring those families together. What an or-
ganisation did, what the people of St. David’s (like 
Jeannie, my cousin, [and] Brinky today), they helped 
to coordinate with the help of Government funding 

(because it was with the help of Government funding) 
what we would consider [to be] cultural tourism. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, I say that to also add as 
part of that relationship of us being able to reconnect 
with our relatives, with our cousins, the National Geo-
graphic [Society] came to Bermuda, and part of their 
journey here was to do some testing. They wanted to 
see who these Bermudians were, who were these St. 
David’s islanders, how do they relate? So they did 
DNA testing, Mr. Speaker. And one of the reports I 
brought with me today was how the National Geo-
graphic did testing on Bermudians across the board 
here in various racial diversities. They have broken it 
down to what Bermudians are—15 per cent from the 
Mediterranean—in their blood system. So it is not 
15 per cent of Bermudians are from the Mediterra-
nean. Three per cent from Southern Africa, 7 per cent 
Southwest Asia, 4 per cent are Native American, 
20 per cent Northern European, and 48 per cent from 
sub-Saharan Africa (which is an area just sub-Sahara, 
which lies just from the Sahara Desert, but they are 
African). 

The reason I brought this forward is all those 
entities play a part in who we are. All those entities 
have potential for cultural tourism—all of them—
because they are who we are as Bermudians. 

So Mr. Speaker, again, we must not dismiss 
something because we do not understand where it is 
going. But hopefully as Nevis and the committee who 
have diligently worked hard over the years to continue 
to develop and evolve the Indian Reconnection with 
Bermuda and our connections, I hope to see similar or 
other nationalities for other groups here in Bermuda 
as time progresses. And Bermuda will continue to 
benefit because every time they come down to Ber-
muda, Mr. Speaker, yes, for the most part they are 
staying in homes with their relatives, but they go to 
restaurants, they experience Bermuda. 

Mr. Speaker, I wanted to speak . . . and just 
one line basically before I close. It is on page 25, the 
opening of boards. I am going to read it: 

“In the past, Department Heads, Permanent 
Secretaries and Ministers would recommend persons 
they thought would be good candidates to serve. The 
process will be now opened to the general public, with 
access to the Government website where they can 
complete an application . . . .” 

What does that do, Mr. Speaker? I can tell 
you I have heard many a Minister [say] at times—
Does anyone know of anyone that might fit the bill, 
who might be prepared to serve on a board? Because 
when your pool is just who you know (a) it becomes 
sometimes incestuous, (b) sometimes it becomes not 
as efficient or effective as you would like to see your 
board. But what we are doing—what the One Ber-
muda Alliance have recognised that we will do in the 
next year—is by opening that board we enable all 
Bermudians who have something to bring to the table 
to bring it to the table. Because that is how we grow, 
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that is how we expand, that is how we become the 
Bermuda that we need and should be. 

And with that, Mr. Speaker, I thank you for the 
time. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Deputy 
Speaker. 
 The Chair will recognise . . . who wants to 
speak? It looks like the Honourable Member on his 
feet who I will recognise from Pembroke East Central, 
constituency 16, Michael A. Weeks, Shadow Minister 
of Community and Cultural Affairs. 
 You have the floor. 
 
Mr. Michael A. Weeks: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, and 
good evening to the listening audience. 
 Mr. Speaker, it has been interesting what I 
have heard thus far about the Throne Speech and the 
Throne Speech Reply. Rather than jump all over the 
place I will be going specifically to certain topics and 
pages, Mr. Speaker. 
 Over this last week I have had the opportunity 
to see and hear from a lot of constituents, Mr. 
Speaker. And they have their concerns. They have 
their concerns about the economy. And this particular 
week, Mr. Speaker, more so than ever, [the concern] 
has been our young men and this crime situation. 
 
[Crosstalk] 
 
The Speaker: Carry on, Honourable Member. 
 
Mr. Michael A. Weeks: I see combating crime and a 
sense of disenfranchisement because when I have 
been talking and listening to my constituents this 
year—this week—most of them are concerned. Now 
they are interested in what the Government has to say 
about the Throne Speech, interested in what the Op-
position has in reply, but right now what is on a lot of 
people’s minds—Mr. and Mrs. Bermuda—is what is 
happening with our young black men who are taking 
part in all this crime. And I say this honestly because 
we have to be clear. What we see are not young white 
men. We do not see young Portuguese men. So it is 
us young black men. So we as a community have to 
be clear on it and see what we can do to come back 
together and combat it. 
 So having said that, Mr. Speaker, I decided to 
go right to page 22 where it talks about community 
culture— 
 
The Speaker: Which . . . 22 of the . . . ? 
 
Mr. Michael A. Weeks: [Page] 22 of the Throne 
Speech, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Okay. Okay. 
 

Mr. Michael A. Weeks: I see in the Throne Speech, 
Mr. Speaker, that the Government had three little sen-
tences on youth and sport and about restoring a 
sense of belonging and purpose to our young people. 
So let me quote some, Mr. Speaker. 
 Socially we know that there are no quick-fix 
solutions, Mr. Speaker. But research has shown, Mr. 
Speaker, that a means which can facilitate the proc-
ess and contribute to a community development and 
peace building is sport. So I do not want to minimise 
anything else, but sport is my purview and that is the 
way I will be taking my view of the Throne Speech and 
what we need to do. 
 Mr. Speaker, all over the globe we see sport-
ing clubs that play a vital role in highlighting the ath-
leticism of our youngsters at a young age. More im-
portantly, Mr. Speaker, these clubs teach our young-
sters leadership skills, how to participate—winning 
and losing—and the like, and working with others—
other cultures, other neighbourhoods, other ethnici-
ties. They provide a member with a true sense of be-
longing. 
 But Mr. Speaker, I am just giving you a little 
overview before I get right into the meat of it, so stay 
with me. So it also teaches non-violence, Mr. 
Speaker. These sporting clubs teach non-violence, 
they teach resilience, they teach a peaceful co-
existence.  
 So, Mr. Speaker, while I can applaud our 
Government for wanting to partner with some ac-
counting firms in adopting some sporting clubs and 
helping them with their accounting, and also I see on 
page 22 some talk about the Sports Hall of Fame. And 
I must say that that was one of the things that were 
put forward by us as the Opposition, so I am glad that 
they are fulfilling that initiative we started. 
 But Mr. Speaker, there is no reference—this is 
where I need to get into it—there is no reference, Mr. 
Speaker, to improving our current sporting facilities, or 
more importantly, investing in our youth by allocating 
the necessary funds to build vital programmes in our 
communities. Now you may ask me where I am going 
with this. These young men, Mr. Speaker, a lot of 
these young men they remind of what I was a while 
back, 25 or 30 years ago. When we come up in a so-
ciety, especially like a lot of these young guys are 
coming up in single parent homes—no fathers in 
these homes . . . a lot of my nurturing came from 
these sporting clubs and the youth centres. So some 
of us may not see the importance of putting that focus 
on our sporting and workmen clubs, but if you bear 
with me I will show you why we should and I think we 
must, Mr. Speaker. 
 I have said on more than one occasion, Mr. 
Speaker, that if we invest in our sporting and workmen 
clubs . . . I threw a figure out, Mr. Speaker, just $30 
million. Some say where does that come from? Well, 
from the time this Government, Mr. Speaker, early in 
2013 told us that they . . . told the country that they 

 Bermuda House of Assembly 



Official Hansard Report 14 November 2014 63 
 
had invested or borrowed $800 million I suggested [to] 
use some of that for our sporting infrastructure. Look 
at what has happened, Mr. Speaker. We talk about a 
lot of different programmes, we talk about the prob-
lems. What I propose today, Mr. Speaker, are some 
solutions. 
 Mr. Speaker, if we had that kind of money 
invested in our sporting infrastructure, a lot of these 
sporting and workmen clubs that need refurbishing 
could be refurbished. How do we do that, Mr. 
Speaker? A lot of these young men that are out of 
work can travel, can go from one parish to another—
you have heard me say it before—we could have 
them work within their parishes. Now this is a start, 
this could take two . . . maybe two to three years, Mr. 
Speaker. But on a more serious note other than the 
rich history of clubs like . . . let us start from the west, 
White Hill Field, North Village social club, Boulevard—
these people need buildings, Mr. Speaker. And other 
clubs like my illustrious club, Western Stars, need re-
furbishing, especially as places to store all the tro-
phies that we win. I am sorry, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I think that this initiative can cre-
ate many, many jobs and put a segment of our popu-
lation [to work]—at least some of them—Mr. Speaker, 
because as much as talk about the violence in our 
communities, it is really not the majority, it is the few. 

And in saying that, Mr. Speaker, another solu-
tion that I would like to put forward and my Opposition 
Leader in our Reply said on page 20, or 18 and 19, 
mentioned a ‘Sports Academy.’ Mr. Speaker, we have 
to try to arrest the issue that we are facing and a lot of 
them are our youngsters. If we could try to identify a 
lot of our athletic youngsters early and we could de-
velop a Sports Academy because a lot of our athletes 
are leaving the Island, or going away to sports acad-
emies overseas. Again, I am trying to say ways that 
. . . and be innovative and we can arrest this problem.  

We have an issue right now of young men 
who are fighting each other, our neighbourhoods and 
what not. But we have to look at it in more than one 
way. We need the attention, we need the involvement 
of our whole community—our churches, our sporting 
clubs, the police—to do it now. But we have to look at 
how did we get here and how do we make sure that it 
does not happen again. So when I speak of things like 
the sporting club approach, the Sports Academy ap-
proach, it is to deal with a lot of our struggling males 
that may have behaviour problems early. That, Mr. 
Speaker, would help us to reduce . . . and, again, it is 
research I am dealing with to help us to reduce gang 
activity, increase our education options for our 
youth—particularly our young black males—reduce 
our truancy. Better education equals better adults. A 
lot of these men if we look at . . . not necessarily come 
from single parent homes, but they have divorced 
themselves from the education system at a young 
age. 

So, Mr. Speaker, talking about this, about the 
Sporting Academy and what sports can do to our de-
velopment is just one of the things that I am looking at 
to help or to put forward into addressing the current 
crisis we find ourselves in. 

Mr. Speaker, moving right along on page 2 of 
the Throne Speech I see no more than about two or 
three lines about financial assistance. We are in a cri-
sis, Mr. Speaker, so I ask does our Government rec-
ognise this? Our Government in the last Throne 
Speech of the last year, Mr. Speaker, they said they 
would launch a pilot project to help people transition 
from needing financial assistance to becoming self-
sufficient. Since then we have heard no update. What 
is the update on this, Mr. Speaker? What is the up-
date? Because unemployment is on the increase. 
More and more of our people are looking for any ways 
to retrain and retool themselves. I am simply saying 
this pilot programme . . . was it just a ploy from the 
last Throne Speech? And if it is in place, what is the 
update? Where are the results of it? 

This is also the premise behind their work-
shops—work shadowing and volunteer—in prepara-
tion for a business plan programme. And that, too, 
came out of last year’s Throne Speech. And while this 
is great for those who find themselves in perhaps the 
lower quadrant, Mr. Speaker, of our socio-economic 
scale, more and more, a lot of the persons that we are 
dealing with are not only the low income. There are a 
lot of middle income people now, Mr. Speaker. So one 
of my . . . and we have to include them in this equa-
tion. And if I may tell a story, Mr. Speaker. I am a part 
of a fraternity. One of my sister organisations, what 
they are doing is they have a pantry programme, Mr. 
Speaker, the Delta Sigma Betas, if I may say. They 
have a pantry programme and they focus because 
they recognise the need is to focus on the working 
middle class because there are a lot of two parent, 
two-income homes, who are also struggling for vari-
ous reasons, from loss of hours, from loss of job, and 
a lot of people who work for Government [are] in the 
furlough programme, Mr. Speaker. 

So I cannot tell you how many middle-class 
persons have been serviced by Delta, but I know the 
list is long and they definitely gear toward the middle 
income. So when I say that when we revisit, I have 
spoken on it before, about financial assistance reform, 
and the more and more that we talk, and I talk to my 
constituents, we have to recognise that it is more than 
one segment of our society that is in need of financial 
assistance. 

So, Mr. Speaker, a lot of the middle class, 
they feel like our Government has chosen to overlook 
that social economic portion of our society. And if we 
do not address it we will find that that too is a real di-
lemma because a lot of these persons, Mr. Speaker, 
are unable to apply for social assistance because of 
their status—being married and what not and having 
two incomes—but the furlough day has put them right 
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above the poverty line so to speak. So we have to do 
our financial assistance reform sooner rather than 
later. 

Mr. Speaker, so I would encourage the Gov-
ernment to suspend the current financial assistance 
rules. We need to take a look at it today. A lot of these 
things need to be suspended. So I implore the Gov-
ernment to look at the financial assistance programme 
as it applies to Bermuda today. 

Mr. Speaker, let me tell you a story. I have a 
constituent, she is a senior and has a house in a de-
plorable condition. And I know my story may sound 
like a lot of other stories that we have heard about 
other constituents. She has a son that lives with her; 
he does not work. The house is falling down but they 
cannot afford to fix it up because they do not qualify 
(as it currently is) for financial assistance. Why, Mr. 
Speaker? The son lives with her and because he lives 
with her—the older lady—financial assistance as it 
currently stands says that the lady is not eligible. So in 
order for her to get financial assistance the son has 
got to move out and he is not working, where is he 
going to go? So these are the rules that we put in 
place years ago when our economy was in a different 
state. All I am saying now is that we have to look at it 
for what it is now. 

Mr. Speaker, I am going to move on to public 
safety. I would like to commend the Police Service 
because they say that crime is down from 2000, but 
there is a lot of work to be done because gun crime is 
steady. Because [when] there is a lull at any given 
time, that is the time that we must really stay on board 
and stay on top of what we have got to deal with. 

Mr. Speaker, a lot of times I have gotten up in 
this House and I have talked about things like CCTV 
and street lights. On Tuesday when I inquired about 
the shootings up in Somerset, one of the first things 
one of the residents told me was that the CCTV 
probably was not working—not at Somerset, but on 
different parts of the Island between Somerset and 
certain parts of the Island that catch people coming 
and going. So they asked me, Is that a farce? But 
what I am saying is when we do not have any activity, 
that is the time when we have to make sure that we 
have things in order and in place because the lull 
does not mean that it is over, the lull just means it is a 
lull. But we as leaders of the country must make sure 
that we do what we say we are going to do. 

And in saying that I heard . . . I saw in the 
Throne Speech, I cannot remember what page it was, 
it talked about [Team] Street Safe. I had the page ear-
lier but I cannot pick it up now, but they were talking 
about [Team] Street Safe and I contend in the past 
and I contend again that CARTEL is that organisation 
that has been dealing with gangs for the last 10 to 15 
years. And what we need to do is recognise that this 
is not a political situation, but we need to reach out— 
 
An Hon. Member: Page 15. 

Mr. Michael A. Weeks: Page 15 of the Throne 
Speech. 

At this point in time, Mr. Speaker, we have to 
realise that this is not a political situation. We need to 
use all the resources that we have. And CARTEL is 
about the premier organisation now dealing with 
gangs that go into the prisons, they are dealing in 
schools, so not only are they dealing with those that 
have already been convicted, they are dealing to the 
primary, middle and high schools dealing with the 
gang issue and the potential gang members. So I 
stress, Mr. Speaker, that we have to use our re-
sources that we have right here on our Island. 

Mr. Speaker, I now want to speak on the issue 
of conscription as noted on page 16 in the Throne 
Speech.  

Mr. Speaker, on page 3, first, the Government 
has promised that during this legislative session con-
scription will be eliminated. If I recall, the same thing 
was written in last year’s Throne Speech. 
 
An Hon. Member: It was. 
 
Mr. Michael A. Weeks: And, again, I ask is this just 
empty rhetoric or a political ploy? As a matter of fact, I 
could have just cut and pasted from then until now. 
 Mr. Speaker, I would like to commend our 
Government—our party, the Opposition PLP—for put-
ting the mechanisms in place to address conscription 
and bringing it into the 21st century because that was 
one of our platform points back on December 17, 
2000. What we had recommended then and I think we 
still contend, Mr. Speaker, is that we make the current 
Regiment 21st century and make it, as the Govern-
ment had contended in this Throne Speech and the 
last Throne Speech, to make it like a maritime force. 
We have always said that, but we have to do this 
sooner rather than later because, again, there is a 
segment of our society that gets the short end of the 
stick.  

Right now there are a lot of young men, again, 
a lot of young black men who become criminalised for 
either not going to the Regiment, trying to duck their 
service. So sooner rather than later we have to make 
some moves and it cannot be just rhetoric because in 
the meantime some of our young men who are not 
necessarily criminals or law breakers are finding 
themselves in court and some of them even up at 
Westgate because they are refusing to go into the 
Army. 

So I would like to encourage the Government 
let us not have the same sentence in next year’s 
Throne Speech. We need to go ahead and end con-
scription and start a volunteer force that we can use in 
Bermuda. 
 Mr. Speaker, let us move on to education. It is 
page 22 of the Throne Speech, Mr. Speaker, where it 
talks about education. I see, Mr. Speaker, where they 
are talking about world history and other kinds of 
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things that they are looking to do. And I think one of 
my colleagues mentioned we need to have some 
Bermuda history. We need to have a history to give 
people a knowledge and pride in themselves because 
all of these things, Mr. Speaker, are all part of trying to 
get to the root of what this problem is that we are fac-
ing with our youngsters. 
 I heard a colleague talk about a few reports. 
The most recent report, Mr. Speaker, was the Mincy 
Report. And another colleague of mine refers to it 
every chance he gets, but he talks about the marginal-
ised young black men in Bermuda. And we have re-
port after report. We table them. We talk about them. 
We put it on these shelves and it gets dust. And when 
these things that we are finding that manifest them-
selves now, i.e.,, the serious crimes that are going on, 
we scramble and say, What’s happening? But if we 
look at these reports and more noticeably this last re-
port—the Mincy Report—a lot of the flags were in 
there saying that if we do not do (a), (b), and (c) we 
would end up here. 

So again, let us not commission another re-
port. Let us take our reports off the shelf, especially 
that last Mincy Report, and let us start to put some of 
those things into place. 

Mr. Speaker, one of the recommendations in 
the Mincy Report was the Job Corps. That was some-
thing I championed over and over along with one of 
my colleagues. We have a lot of young men that are 
marginalised not getting any education, dropping out 
of school, finding things [are] not for them. What do 
we do? We cannot keep locking them up, Mr. 
Speaker. We cannot keep locking them up and we 
cannot keep acting after the fact. We have to start 
using our resources that we have sooner rather later. 
We are either going to pay now or we are going to pay 
later, but we are going to pay. So why not pay early in 
the education and the retraining and retooling of a lot 
of these young men, especially our young black men, 
who feel that society has nothing for them? 

Mr. Speaker, I want to move on to culture. In 
the Reply to the Throne Speech on page 18 our Op-
position Leader talked about the Public Holidays 
Amendment. 

Mr. Speaker, when we talk about the social 
responsibility that we have, there are certain things 
that should happen as we mature as a community. 
And one of the things that, again, we have to look at—
and it goes beyond economics and whether or not it 
fits somebody’s agenda—there are certain things that 
from a social perspective we have to be mature 
enough to recognise that we have to address it. 

Now, this Public Holidays Amendment Act 
that was in the Reply to the Throne Speech—I com-
mend the Leader for that because what we need to do 
is to come into the 21st century even on that, Mr. 
Speaker. If we have the Bermuda Day on the last Fri-
day of May, that in a lot of ways can address issues of 
students being absent after the 20th of May if it is 

through the week and employees do not have to duck 
and hide and lie and cheat.  

Everybody is expected to come together for 
Bermuda Day. But if we put our all into a Monday or a 
Tuesday, who gets up on the Wednesday, Mr. 
Speaker? I am not making excuses, I am just thinking 
about reality and us moving forward as a country. So 
what I said when I got up—that my approach was go-
ing to be social—socially of how we are going to ad-
dress some of the social things that we need to ad-
dress, Mr. Speaker. And that, to me, is a major one 
and I commend our Leader for putting that in. 

Mr. Speaker, and actually on that before I sit 
down if we change . . . if we could change this holiday 
to the Friday, that could even increase our tourism 
product because we could market . . . if we market it 
correctly that could be a revenue building event. 
Right? And some may not understand it now but if we 
look at it, take a think on it, we have it on a Friday that 
creates a long weekend and we could market on the 
East Coast. We are talking about things . . . how to 
increase our tourism product, we have to think outside 
the box. That is another way that we could help to in-
crease our tourism product. 

Mr. Speaker, we talked earlier and heard the 
Minister of Sport talk about National Heroes Day. I 
take my hat off to him for implementing that or bring-
ing that back, but I really feel that it is important that 
we continue to celebrate our persons so that we have 
a legacy—not only . . . it is not enough that every time 
we talk, all we talk about is the negative part of our 
young men. There are a lot of things that we need to 
promote and implement. And one of the things we can 
use is to highlight our history and teach that too in our 
schools so our young people, our young men, could 
have something that they could identify with, Mr. 
Speaker. 

So I touched on a few things, Mr. Speaker, 
and with that I will take my seat. 

So thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you, Honourable Mem-
ber Weeks. 
 The Chair will now recognise the Honourable 
Member from Pembroke South West, constituency 20, 
MP Susan Jackson. 
 You have the floor. 
 
Mrs. Susan E. Jackson: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 I would like to begin my thoughts on the 
Throne Speech by reflecting on a quote that I have 
heard many times before and I have never quite un-
derstood it. And that is listening to people say, The 
real music is not in the notes, it is the space between 
the notes that really makes the music. And I have 
been wondering for years what that really meant. And 
as I was reading the Throne Speech for the first time I 
saw what my interpretation of this quote might mean. 
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 So I see the Throne Speech as the notes. It is 
laying a strong foundation for us to build on and es-
tablish a prosperous economic foundation for this Is-
land. It gives us the opportunity to work together so 
that this community can collaborate and succeed and 
really work together so that we can all live happy, 
healthy lives. That is the goal. 
 So if the Throne Speech are the notes, that is 
that the various projects that have been laid out in the 
Throne Speech which I have full confidence will actu-
ally become a reality—projects such as the Ariel 
Sands, we are hopeful for Morgan’s Point—we all 
know the projects that are out there—the airport. 

So then I think of the space between the 
notes. The space between the notes for me is the op-
portunity for us to be able to create what we would like 
to have as our standard of living and our way of living 
in order to be successful and prosperous members of 
this society. 

So I am going to step back a minute and just 
kind of paint a picture of what I think it might look like. 
And this scenario that I am going to paint is not nec-
essarily something . . . I mean, I believe that the city 
actually exists, but think of a city where Government 
has put in place projects and policies to create an en-
vironment that attracts the creation of new businesses 
for entrepreneurs and encourages inward investment. 

So let us say we have got a Government and 
they decide that they are going to create policies that 
allow for artists [from] all around the world to come 
and live in their community and they can live there 
with very little red tape. And so the artists all flock 
there because that would be an attractive place to 
live. Well, they all get there and they start painting and 
they start their pottery and they start their music, et 
cetera. Well, with the success of all that they are pro-
ducing in this environment (because it is easy to live 
there, the Government has made it very attractive to 
be there, so they are fine) but all of a sudden they re-
alise that they want to have art shows. And so to have 
art shows they are going to have to rent space. So 
they go out and they start to engage with people who 
own properties in the city so that they can then have 
their openings and create galleries, et cetera. 

And so there we have it, now tourists and visi-
tors and family members are coming in to this society 
so that they can go to the art gallery and they can en-
joy the art and how wonderful it is. Well, this is becom-
ing very successful and very exciting, but it is missing 
something. And so somebody comes up with a crea-
tive idea that says, Hey, why don’t we have some ca-
tering at these art shows and galleries? So here come 
the restaurants and the food and beverage and all of 
the specialty items that will come along with having 
food and beverage at openings of galleries and art 
shows, et cetera. 

So there are more businesses that are 
brought into this community because they are there 
now to support the artists who are in the galleries who 

are having the art shows that want to have a little wine 
and entertainment while they are there. Ah! I have 
mentioned entertainment, so we need to have some 
music. So here come the musicians, they are now 
invited to go to the art shows, et cetera. And so now 
we are building on these creative ideas of what we 
should be doing in a community to fill in the spaces of 
what Government would put in place to make it attrac-
tive to encourage entrepreneurs to succeed and be 
creative. 

So I am going to come back again to the 
Throne Speech. To me the Throne Speech—this is 
the notes—these are the notes that are on the paper, 
but what is going to make the real music is the space 
between the notes. And so I think about what we here 
in Bermuda can do in between the spaces in between 
the projects that are being realised on the Island. 

And I am going to just digress for a minute 
because I think my mother and she was a huge entre-
preneur in my eyes. Let us begin with her dancing. So 
she comes to Bermuda as a young person and she 
has the skills to dance and she realises that there is 
space in the community for dance and she gathers a 
few girls together and off they go. And before they 
know it there are young men and women and they are 
dancing and we all know that that developed then into 
a small school, which became a bigger school and to 
this day many decades later it is still thriving and is a 
prosperous business. 

She did not stop there. At some point along 
the way she realised that all of her crackers were get-
ting soft and mildewy in the summer and that she 
wanted to go to the beach and not have sand in her 
sandwiches and so she created the idea of wouldn’t it 
be great if we could put something in plastic? And so 
she had the courage to go out and find something that 
would fill that void. And through her creativity she was 
able to establish Tupperware. And I believe that there 
are few people—maybe those who are in their 20s 
may have missed it—but certainly those that are ma-
ture will have remembered Tupperware in Bermuda. I 
believe that just about every house had at least one 
piece of Tupperware. 

So I am using these two examples—the 
dance and the Tupperware—as creative ideas. Now I 
am going to refer back to my learned colleague, MP 
Mark Pettingill, who talked about the doing. And there 
. . . it takes a lot of courage to pick up the phone or to 
go online and to explore your creative ideas and to 
make that phone call, place that order, take that 
chance and see what happens. And I know that 
throughout this community there are people who are 
doing that all the time. We spoke about it earlier today 
that there were people like Mr. Reid, who you know, 
just came up with creative ideas all the time and was 
very successful with that and lived a very happy and 
prosperous life being creative and being an entrepre-
neur and living very successfully within this commu-
nity. 

 Bermuda House of Assembly 



Official Hansard Report 14 November 2014 67 
 

And it is this space between the notes that I 
speak to today that we have an opportunity as people 
to think about what might interest us most and what 
we might like to do to support the major projects that 
will take place on this Island. 

There are a number of ways in which I see us 
developing in this support system. And that is if I take 
a look . . . you know, Southside is ripe for develop-
ment. So it is a wonderful place to be creative and 
dream. So I am going to use Southside as my plat-
form, as my drawing board right now for creativity. If 
we have a major project in the Southside area and we 
can use the redevelopment of the airport as an exam-
ple, there is going to be plenty of room for opportunity 
to create businesses or to pursue our own talents in 
order to support ourselves in that area and to support 
our neighbours and our friends and family.  

But we have to have the courage to put in ac-
tion and make the phone call and to get up every day 
and do what needs to be done to actually develop into 
a business. And when I think about young people like 
Ashley with Ashley’s Lemonade, I do not think that 
she necessarily had any huge plan when she started. 
I believe she had a lemon and some sugar and some 
water and a cup and she started creating. And she 
maybe made some mistakes along the way and 
maybe she stumbled, maybe she had to ask for sup-
port. But now she seems to be very successful. I see 
them everywhere. Everybody knows them and I am 
very hopeful that she is meeting her goals and ex-
ceeding them on a daily basis. Because she is setting 
a perfect example of how young people in Bermuda 
and anyone can create and get to doing and have the 
courage to keep doing and to reach those goals and 
to become successful and prosperous on this Island. 

Sometimes we will have to look to family and 
friends to support us, but the Government has also 
put in place some very strong programmes that are 
designed to help support us as we create new ideas 
and look for places in which we can prosper and gen-
erate business. 

I think of the young people and the Career 
Pathways Programme and my colleague, MP Weeks, 
was talking about how do we draw attention to the 
athletics in Bermuda. Well, when we look at some-
thing like the Career Pathways Programme that looks 
at a whole range of opportunities and exposure for our 
M3 students in particular, this is a time when the sup-
port is there, that the potential can be seen, where a 
child can excel to their greatest ability and be recog-
nised and find the support to move on and become 
the next Flora Duffy. But we have to have that cour-
age to do it. And we have to be willing to step into that 
space of creativity in order to manifest and create and 
really bring to life what it is we would like to do in life. 

And I do not think that there are, honestly in 
my gut, a whole lot of businesses out there in the 
world . . . I do not even know if there are people any-
more that really want to work in a large organisation. 

Certainly, I know this does not apply to Bermuda but 
large manufacturing establishments, you know, even 
large (let us say) financial institutions and all kinds of 
organisations. You know, having a thousand, two 
thousand employees has . . . we have kind of lost our 
appetite for that to a certain extent. One, it may not be 
particularly efficient for an organisation. And you know 
what? Power to that, we got that. 

But there are also a lot of people out there 
that do not necessarily want to do the nine to five and 
they do not want to do the tie and the suit or the uni-
form every day. They would like to find the support to 
do what it is they want to do so that they can get up 
every morning and feel like they are going to work and 
doing something that they love and earning something 
for it.  
 The Bermuda Government is putting in place 
lots of programmes to support that. We have the 
Workforce Development and the National Training 
Plan where people can go in and explore what is 
available—see what they may be good at, ask ques-
tions. We have programmes such as the Bermuda 
Economic Development Corporation (BEDC) which is 
a quango that is working very hard to support entre-
preneurs that are willing to help people to plan and 
find the financial support that they need in order to 
succeed. I think that we need to keep feeling open 
and creative so that we can take the step forward on 
our own faith and fill in the space so that when pro-
jects do come to fruition (to real life here in Bermuda) 
that we are ready and prepared to take our space so 
that we can support the community and build a busi-
ness for ourselves and build a life for ourselves.  
 For me, that is the one piece about the 
Throne Speech where I see such huge opportunity for 
all of us here in Bermuda. I would very much like (if 
nothing else) for people to think about that. If we had 
large companies or large projects that came here, 
they are going to need support. It would be necessary 
to think about, Well, maybe I do not have to be the 
one-to-five employee of that project, but maybe they 
are going to need a coffee shop. Maybe they are go-
ing to be down in the East End and maybe that would 
be a really good place to have a mechanic so that 
employees of the project can drop their cars off and 
get a tune up, get the tires changed, be able to con-
veniently pick their car up at the end of the day and 
drive home. What if they need some day care and 
there is not a day care in the area—this might be an 
opportunity for us to start a business that is closer to 
where the population is working.  
 I just want to reiterate that this Throne 
Speech—for me, these are the notes, but the real mu-
sic is going to be filling the space in between the 
notes. I look forward to the creativity of all of us to 
come up with that which is going to make us happy 
and prosperous and that we will look to the pro-
grammes that Government is putting in place for the 
support and the guidance that we need, and please 
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have the courage and ask the questions and step up 
and find what is your life's ambition and participate 
and be a part of what is a very successful Bermuda 
moving forward. 
 Thank you, Madam Deputy Speaker. 
 
[Mrs. Suzann Roberts-Holshouser, Deputy Speaker, 
in the Chair] 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Member. 
 The Chair now recognises the Member from 
Hamilton West, constituency 6, the Honourable 
Wayne L. Furbert, Shadow Minister of Economic De-
velopment. 
 You have the floor. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Thank you, Madam Deputy 
Speaker. I have been waiting patiently to reply and 
talk about our Reply and also the Throne Speech by 
the Government.  
 I must admit for a while I was not sure if I was 
in church or if I was in Parliament. But let us get on 
and get to some real lively—I know the Minister of 
Economic Development has been waiting for me pa-
tiently to stand up. I see the strategy that they have by 
sending all of their Backbenchers up front and hoping 
that we will stand up—we used to do it. We under-
stand how it is played and so— 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Well, I used to do it. So I 
understand how the initiatives work so we expect a 
few more Backbenchers over the next couple lines 
after me unless the Honourable Member Grant Gib-
bons wants to respond. But he is waiting for Education 
from our side to respond and then he will stand up. 
 Anyway, let me get on, Madam Deputy 
Speaker—I have heard a lot of Throne Speeches over 
the years and, Madam Deputy Speaker, you must 
admit this is the most boring Throne Speech that we 
have heard over the last 30 years or more. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Member, I am supposed to be 
non-biased as I sit in this Chair. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Well, Madam Deputy 
Speaker, I did not ask you to answer. I just said that— 
 
[Inaudible interjections and laughter] 
  
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: —I just said that I am sure 
you understand that. Is has been—what is it? It is a 
visionless Throne Speech. There is no inspiration. It 
does not build hope for our people. It is a bunch of 
words that mean very little. I unfortunately was off the 
Island last Friday and I tuned in online—watching on 
my colleagues streaming in and some of you getting 
wet—I tried my hardest, Madam Deputy Speaker. I 

was yawning and drinking coffee trying to stay awake 
over the Throne Speech. 
 Let me go through what I believe we have 
here. First of all, there is nothing new in the Throne 
Speech. If someone on that side can—I mean, I was 
waiting for the Honourable Member Mark Pettingill to 
stand up in his most—where he was ready to pounce 
on us—I was waiting for him to say something. He 
attacked us the whole time. I would do very little to 
attack the Government because there is nothing much 
to speak about. There is really not. But what he said, 
Madam Deputy Speaker, was that, particularly, that 
we have laid out some ideas but no details.  
 Well, that is what Throne Speeches do—that 
is what the Throne Speech Reply—you do not give 
the full details as you can see in the Government's 
Throne Speech, Madam Deputy Speaker. There is no 
detail. So unless—I know he has been on the Cabinet 
for a while and maybe he is expecting some more in-
formation coming out—but he understands that the 
Government lays out some principles by which the 
Government will go through and then they hope a 
technical officer will also work up things and it paints a 
vision. Can you imagine when—and I will read Presi-
dent Kennedy—he says "I believe that this nation 
should commit itself to achieving the goal, before this 
decade is out, of landing a man on the moon and re-
turning himself to the earth." Can you imagine the 
people standing up saying, Can you give me some 
detail about how this is going to happen? 
 
[Laughter] 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: The people got caught onto 
a vision that the President said that we will land a man 
on the moon, and then the scientists and everybody 
else—the policymakers—put funding behind it to 
make it happen. That is what you call a vision. And for 
that reason, that they do not understand a vision, that 
is why there is nothing in their document. There is 
nothing visionary about it. I understand that the Mem-
ber said that most of the stuff are things that we left 
behind two years ago. I would expect that by now, 
Madam Deputy Speaker, something would have come 
out much more inspiriting. Something! I mean, we 
have been laying out—our Shadow Minister of Fi-
nance and our Leader of the last two years have been 
laying out nuggets. Little things they are hoping they 
will catch on to. They caught on to the conscription—
Yes, okay, let us do that. The drug deal—we caught 
on to that. What is new? What is new from their side? 
 Madam Deputy Speaker, you know, it is a 
shame. Let us talk about vision. Myles Munroe—the 
Honourable Member Dr. Myles Munroe who just 
passed and his funeral (I understand) is Decem-
ber 4th—if the Honourable Members of this House 
want to send me down there I will go down there. I 
really liked Dr. Myles Munroe—but he said (if you do 
not mind me reading): 
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 "I think that the greatest gift God ever gave 
man is not the gift of sight but the gift of vision. Sight 
is a function of the eyes but vision is a function of the 
heart. When a person doesn’t have a vision, they live 
by their eyes. That means we live by what we see. 
That’s one of the reasons why people are so de-
pressed, and that’s why the future never becomes a 
reality." 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: What are we saying here, 
Madam Deputy Speaker? Where there is no vision the 
people perish! For the last two years our people have 
been hurting and they have been ploughing away, 
ploughing away, without any vision. Who can stand 
up—I must admit. You laid it out when you got into 
Government and said, We will do this, that was some 
kind of vision. But everything that you said that would 
cause hope for the people has now fallen apart. That 
was a vision—we are going to create 2,000 jobs. We 
are going to do this—there is a vision. We are going to 
have a referendum on a casino—a vision! We are go-
ing to hold off on term limits and review—that is a vi-
sion! But you have broken every promise of what 
people really wanted to see going forward. 
 Because you are acting on impulse and by 
what you see—not vision—this is causing people to 
come into this—What is the word I am looking for? I 
am a mathematician. They are dissatisfied. They are 
dissatisfied by what is happening because every two 
minutes a Minister is going towards Cabinet because I 
see something, and then Michael Fahy—you know 
that hurricane that came by—the Honourable Member 
Michael Fahy, the hurricane that just came by—it 
causes destruction. It causes destruction!  
 What people are concerned about is that 
there is no vision coming from the Government's side. 
I must admit I live on this beautiful Island called Ber-
muda and I was hoping that under the Honourable 
Member, Premier Michael Dunkley, that something 
new would have come up this year. I do not know who 
wrote it. I know how it works—it is the Ministers or the 
PSs write something, the Ministers take a little few 
things and they write things, it goes to the Premier 
and then someone sits down there and puts the whole 
thing together.  
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Unless the Premier did not 
show his Cabinet colleagues and the new fellow that 
you hired from the former DCI [Department of Com-
munication and Information]— 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 

Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: The [$]12,000 man—you 
should never have had him write this report. It is vi-
sionless. Visionless!  
 Here we have the Opposition. We have one 
side and then we have the other side. Here is what 
the Progressive Labour Party's vision is—and it is just 
very brief. Our vision is based on new revenue 
streams for Government. Our vision grants opportu-
nity for our people. Our vision removes long-term mo-
nopoly policies. Our vision is the restructuring of edu-
cation. Our vision is the restructuring of our health 
care system. Our vision is improving our energy 
source. Our vision is to create new entrepreneurs—
and that is some of them. 
 It disturbs me, Madam Deputy Speaker, that 
the Government could not—and they said they liked—
I was very happy to hear the Honourable Member say 
he liked what he heard. His concern was that what he 
heard was what we could not achieve. Let us look at 
the sea mining that we have been talking about. I 
said, You guys, what are you talking about? There are 
no reports. So you will not be tricked by what he heard 
and, you know, going back to your caucus—the Mem-
bers on that side. I am not talking about you, Deputy 
Speaker. I am talking about the Members on the Gov-
ernment's side. My honourable colleague started 
this—the United Nations International Seabed Author-
ity report entitled Marine Mineral Resources: Scientific 
Advances and Economic Perspectives (that is the 
name of the report) shows a manganese nodule field 
running through the south western portion of our Ex-
clusive Economic Zone (EEZ). It shows it! That is what 
they said. Manganese nodules contain rare earth 
elements: cobalt, nickel, and other economically im-
portant metals. This is what this report said. 
 Now, here is another report. Woods Hole 
Oceanographic Institute report on a 2003 research 
cruise to the seamount which is within our EEZ, 160 
miles northeast of Bermuda. It states [that] video im-
ages from the submersible and towed camera re-
vealed that the most common bottom features on the 
seamounts (excluding sediment beds) were manga-
nese covered igneous outcrops. Also they described 
in this report as thick manganese coatings. So this is 
another report. 
 Here is another report, Madam Deputy 
Speaker, the 1975 Deep Sea Drill Project paper titled, 
Site 386. Fractured valley sediments on the central 
Bermuda rise, the shipboard scientific party, reports 
the findings of the drill core taken 120 miles to the 
southeast of Bermuda through a highly reflective layer 
[which] showed an early US Navy survey of the sea-
bed proves that the layer [is comprised of] excellent 
heavy mineral [silt]. These heavy minerals are what 
remains of the original volcanic island which has 
eroded into the sea 25 miles here. So there are other 
things. The minerals are there. What we are saying is, 
Madam Deputy Speaker, in our century we want to 
put a man on the moon. That is all we are saying. So 
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the research is available for everyone to read. The 
Honourable Member Grant Gibbons can read it. Do 
they represent an economically viable resource? The 
answer to that very important question is, We do not 
know. We do not know. But the question is do we stop 
dreaming about our vision? The possibilities of what is 
out there is what—not necessarily reflected on us—
there are companies out there that have the ability—
and Dr. David Saul who was a former Premier who led 
a former Minister of Finance, and I know he is very 
tight when it comes to money, so he is not going to be 
of foolish heart in saying let us go up and do some 
research. Not by the Bermuda money—but giving 
them a licence to look into something. That is what we 
are talking about. No cost to us, maybe very little. But 
we have 200 miles—200 miles—surrounding this 
beautiful Island, and what is out there we do not know. 
But if an individual, if we think—and based on the sci-
entific information that has been presented to us—if 
they believe that there is something out there and 
based on some evidence, we should look at it. 
 I will tell you, Madam Deputy Speaker, when 
the United Bermuda Party was in power— 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: That is right, that is right. 
You are right. When they were in power and if the 
Honourable Member David Saul was Premier and 
knew the information that he has now I am sure he 
would encourage us to do it. But he did not. 
 We are saying that we have the information. I 
am sure that they have been presented the informa-
tion, but they lack vision. They lack the whole idea of 
going beyond where they are now. Let us not rock the 
boat, let us just hold on. So we are saying that when 
we get back into Government—it will not be long. It 
will not be long now, Madam Deputy Speaker, we are 
two years closer than we were in 2012. But you know, 
Madam Deputy Speaker, two years closer. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Madam Deputy Speaker, let 
me just say, I know that there are a few people on that 
side that does not want to sit on that side and watch 
the sun go down again. So they will be running for 
cover before the next election. But we will be back on 
that side. There is no doubt about it. The signal will be 
sent very clearly on this November 18th. That is the 
beginning. That is the beginning of the end of the 
OBA. Now what name they change themselves after 
that I do not know and I do not care. But that is the 
beginning. 
 
An Hon. Member: What name will you be using after 
that?  
 

Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: I will be using Wayne Fur-
bert.  
 
[Laughter] 
  
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: That is what I used in Hamil-
ton parish all this time. That is why I beat you last 
time. 
 So, Madam Deputy Speaker, I am saying to 
you it is about vision. I am glad to see that the Gov-
ernment is looking at the banks and possibilities of 
opening up the bank institutions. Something that we 
had been pushing, the same organisation, the Ber-
muda—I forgot what it is called now—the Bermuda 
Development Agency (I think that is what the name is) 
that we approached when we were the Minister of 
Economic Development. Two things we tried to push. 
The banks—we always felt there was a possibility of 
allowing more banks to come to this Island. I will 
never forget. I met with one particular large law firm (I 
am not going to mention the name) and they had a 
certain bank coming from a large—that wanted to 
come here from a particular island—200 people they 
employed down there. They did not realise it was go-
ing to move so quickly. We knew we had to change 
some of the banking acts. They said, Hold on, hold 
on, hold on. So we were ready. We were ready to 
move on that. Well, things changed—2012 went by so 
fast but we were full steam ahead on making some 
real improvements on the economy and opening up 
the system in Bermuda.  
 As you know, we removed the 60/40 on some 
of the high-capitalised companies such as BELCO 
and some of the tech companies and certain things. 
These are some of the things that we worked on. We 
believe that should go further. Maybe—particularly on 
the banks. We support—and you saw us—I do not 
see it in your document yet but I know that the BDA 
supported it. But when I was there (I am not sure 
where their minds are now) we support the opening 
up and inviting some of the large law firms in Ber-
muda. Why, Madam Deputy Speaker? Because they 
bring with them the possibility of new business. When 
I started working for Gray & Kempe [in] 1979, it was 
Gray & Kempe. But then Gray & Kempe merged with 
Pricewaterhouse. The partners of Gray & Kempe still 
became partners of Pricewaterhouse, the international 
accounting firm, because large international business 
would come here and we felt that we needed some of 
the big eight or the big six or whatever they are now to 
come here and work in Bermuda, and they came.  
 Can you imagine if we had only the local law 
firms as we had then? There would be people be 
coming and flying in to do some of the work. Now, 
some of the large law firms do come here. I met one 
just two days ago. He always has tremendous ideas. 
Why cannot—and I am not a lawyer so I do not know 
all the big names but let us say Clifford Chance came 
here, some law firm, and my honourable friends, 
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Shawn Crockwell and Mark, became a partner of that 
law firm. Do you know that they will benefit the com-
pany, that Bermuda would benefit? Because now they 
are saying instead of sending the business to wher-
ever they may be sending it now, we have an obliga-
tion to send the business to Bermuda. So we cannot 
close our minds to opening up the economy for some 
larger professional firms. It allows certain moms and 
pops (I call them mom and pop law firms) to work with 
some of the international law firms. I do not want to 
call them mom and pop, but let us say my honourable 
friend, Michael Scott, was able to get involved with 
Sullivan & Cromwell. Right now my honourable friend 
cannot compete with Conyers, Dill and Pearman, 
AS&K [Appleby Spurling & Kempe] (Appleby that is) 
but if he was to hook up with that particular law firm, 
guess what he could do? And you know, Madam 
Deputy Speaker, I have worked for law firms before. 
Let me just make it very clear, that predominately 
black firms—I should say that—have not done well in 
international business over the years. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: They have not. In those days 
they circled from one bank to one accounting firm to 
law firm. It was like all brothers and sisters—the same 
thing. I worked for the Honourable Sir Edward Rich-
ards—the Honourable Member Bob Richards’ father. 
And I will never forget I was part of the business de-
velopment side and I said to a person, I said, Why do 
you not send us some trust work? [He said,] We have 
a lot of trust work we can send you. He was a little 
darker than I was, Madam Deputy Speaker. After that 
I saw him ducking on the other side of the street. I 
said, What is wrong with this man? 

 So one day I cornered him and said, Why are 
you trying to avoid me? He said, Because they said 
we cannot send you any business your way. I am not 
going to say what bank it was but there were only two 
banks—well, two large banks. We cannot send busi-
ness your way. We had the Honourable Member Ar-
nold Francis who has paid a significant contribution to 
this country. The Honourable Sir Edward Richards, 
Mr. Morris—the names were there—Ed Bailey was 
there in those days. But yet, even they, Madam Dep-
uty Speaker, could not break the bondage. So what 
they need to do is join Conyers, Dill and Pearman and 
Appleby to make any head away. 

I remember a young gentleman who started 
an accounting firm. He was wiped out in a hurry. 
Wiped out in a hurry because he did not join one of 
the significant accounting firms. Conyers, Dill and 
Pearman and Appleby used to be only in Bermuda. 
We received a lot of business. They used to go out 
there and market and bring the business in. Now they 
are in Hong Kong, now they are in Cayman Islands. 
They are all over the world. They are in China—one of 
them, I cannot remember which one it is—one of them 

is in China. If they can go there, why cannot we en-
courage other large law firms to come here? We are 
proposing that we open up the banking system and I 
am sure the Minister will—we wait to see what they 
bring forward. There are benefits for banks to come 
here—not maybe for retail. Maybe not for retail. We 
are too small. But there are other means—trusts, 
business, whatever—that they can possibly do here—
asset management—whatever it is. Hence, it creates 
job opportunities for Bermudians and others. My hon-
ourable colleague said that we are not saying that 
they come in here and they have to hire Bermudians 
right to the top. We understand the structural impor-
tance of bringing key men in. That is why our immigra-
tion policy kind of worked because we supported al-
lowing key individuals to come into the Island.  
 At banks—we are talking about law firms—
asset management. We also talked about in our 
Throne Speech [Reply], as far as vision is concerned, 
we are talking about—and I mentioned about seabed 
mining and we talked enough about off-shore fishing 
and we can do that. We also talked about the eco-
nomic free zone. When I was in another group, I re-
member the Honourable Member Grant Gibbons had 
talked about bringing tech companies down at Ber-
muda Land Development Corporation. I remember 
that. We have not achieved that yet. In my short term 
in Government there was not a great initiative to work 
on that. We were working with Bermuda Land Devel-
opment Corporation on a few things. But we need to 
say something about the Cayman Islands, it is a good 
example.  

The Cayman Islands set up a similar zone. 
Guess which law firm was first to hire some people 
down there? Appleby. Appleby was the first [firm] that 
placed clients in their zone. What? So why can’t we? 
We all get behind it. I know the Honourable Member 
Grant Gibbons supports that. There are benefits for 
them setting up a key zone, we can set up a key area 
down on the BLDC property. You can call it the 53rd 
state, the 54th—I do not care what you call it. But as 
long as they are here and the tax benefits that they 
can derive by sitting down there, bringing their private 
planes and everything else, I think is significant. We 
need intellectual capital down in that thing. We do not 
manufacture—light manufacture maybe, very light 
manufacture, but we definitely need intellectual capi-
tal. So we support that. 
 I am hoping—and whatever the Government 
does in that direction—I am hoping that they will have 
our support. It brings in new revenue for the Govern-
ment and, of course, it brings in job opportunities—
tech, computers, all those sorts of things. I am not a 
big gambling person, Madam Deputy Speaker, as you 
know. I pushed that button once in my life—you know 
the slot machine when I was down in Vegas one day 
sitting waiting for my plane to leave because it was 
late afternoon and I was just putting money in, turning 
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my head and all of a sudden the thing goes ding, ding, 
ding, ding, ding.  
 
[Laughter] 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: I thought I broke the ma-
chine! The man came running to me, talking about, 
You won some money. I said, How much? (I will tell 
you in a few minutes), and he said, Well, where are 
you from? I said, I am from Bermuda. I said, Why are 
you asking the question? Because, he said, if you are 
from the United States you will pay taxes. He said, 
Well, where is Bermuda? He did not know where 
Bermuda is. I said, We are a British territory. Well, by 
saying that he knew that they do not pay taxes either. 
They do not pay taxes. So I received—I think it was 
about $2,500.  

I said I could open a business. I could go 
around to everybody who goes ding, ding, ding, ding, 
ding and say I won it.  

No, I am just joking. But the point is I am not a 
big casino gambler but I do support online gaming. I 
do support it. So why can we not do it? Why can we 
not set up something that is clean and workable for 
this Island that can bring in significant amounts of 
revenue for this jurisdiction? Why not?  
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Why not? Why can we not 
start with at least a study? Let us not close our minds 
just because of what somebody said like Bob Rich-
ards said that it would be considered dirty. Bermuda 
cannot be dirty! We are too conservative. If we were 
we would have had independence a long time ago. 
We are not—is the Honourable Member Grant Gib-
bons going to change tomorrow because we have 
online gaming? I doubt it. Is the Honourable Member 
Michael Dunkley going to change tomorrow? He is still 
going to sell his milk.  

He is not going to change. Honourable Mem-
bers on this side are not going to change. So why can 
we not look at additional revenue earnings for this 
country? You are too busy trying to cut the Govern-
ment out and now look at it. That is why there is no 
hope! Are you missing the point? We are going to cut 
you, we are going to cut you, we are going to cut you 
and cut you, but where is the revenue that you wanted 
raised for the country?  

That is what they are saying. So they are los-
ing hope in this country and people are leaving this 
country—I do not know. I am not saying daily or 
weekly but they are leaving. They are leaving because 
they have lost hope. But if you start painting a clear 
vision on your Throne Speech—which as I said was 
the weakest Throne Speech I have ever read. You do 
not create that inspiration to say this is what your 
Government is going to do. And the Opposition is say-
ing yes! Let us create this because we want our peo-

ple back to work. Yes, because many of us cannot 
leave. Unless we are going to the UK and get on the 
socialist system. But we cannot. Where am I going? 
Nobody wants me anyway, so I might as well stay 
here. 
 I am telling you if the Honourable Member 
Grant Gibbons leaves I am going to move right down 
to his house in Tucker’s Town. I am moving right 
down. I know where he stays. I am moving right down 
to his house. And the Honourable Michael down in 
Devonshire next to the Ariel Sands. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: That is right; he is not going 
anywhere. 

So let us build hope. If not, the things that we 
see happening around the Island are going to get 
worse. You must agree to that. When the people are 
boxed in a corner, Honourable Michael Dunkley and 
they have nowhere else to go, they have nothing to 
lose. They have nothing else to lose. You are going to 
feed them fine meals up in Dockyard and they exer-
cise. What else are they going to lose?  

So sometime the mind goes off, they are un-
der stress because they cannot feed their children. All 
these years they have been feeding their children, 
mothers crying. I do not know if that happens in Dev-
onshire South but I know it happens in Hamilton Par-
ish. I have a young lady that has not worked for three 
years in Hamilton Parish. So what hope in this Throne 
Speech did you give her that things are going to get 
better.  

What we are saying is that these things—what 
we will do . . . and so what I will say is hold on. Just 
hold . . . and we understand that in church. Hold on a 
little while longer. Hold on a little while longer because 
things are going to get better. Unfortunately, I am not 
sure if they are going to get better under the OBA 
Government because what they want to do is cut your 
jobs. The public service cut your jobs. Everything is 
being cut but what we need to do—last year we rec-
ommended in our Throne Speech I think it was called 
the RAGE Committee, set up a revenue—that is what 
people want to hear. Just be wild and know that—at a 
certain class I have been to at university we had a 
board. Write down any idea that you want. Just write 
them down.  
 
An Hon. Member: That is how you wrote the Reply.  
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Maybe, yeah, we have done 
it in our issue, too, Honourable Grant Gibbons. You 
know how I said it means we wrote down little things. 
You remember? You remember?  

Yes, you do. You wrote down and we just 
throw them out. Remember the time that we wrote 
down as far as who should be Leader of the Govern-
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ment of the UBP? You remember that one. Do not 
forget to remember that.  
 
[Laughter] 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Remember? You had to be 
black, you had to be, you know—remember that? 
 
[Laughter] 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Oh, yes, you do not want 
to— 
 
[Gavel] 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: A whole year we did it, Hon-
ourable Grant Gibbons. There was a whole year. Re-
member?  
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: No, I got a call saying, 
Wayne, we are taking them out tonight. You got to 
come with us.  
 
[Laughter] 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Oh, yes, I remember that. 
Michael Dunkley remembers, too. He was there. The 
Deputy Speaker . . . I remember you. I think you were 
there, too! You remember sitting over there in those 
law firms. We sat every Saturday. Let us write on this 
board. Waste of my time. And then you come down 
that the person be black. What a terrible mistake. I 
understand drawing on boards. 
 Yes, we are getting into what they call “com-
mittees” and writing down ideas on what should be 
going forward and some are absurd. Some are very 
ridiculous, some are too expensive. We cannot take 
space shuttles in Bermuda. That is absolutely right. 
Somebody said space shuttle—let us say they did. 
They say one person's vote. They are not getting it. 
But when we come down to consensus, they do not 
understand consensus is building (that is probably 
why they have a problem). They understand about 
going into committee and going into our communities 
and talking to our average Bermudian saying, What 
do you want? Instead of saying, Here is what you are 
getting. Here is the public service reform act. Here is 
the airport. Here is the casino. Here, here, here. That 
is why you are running into trouble. I thought I left you 
with one common sense before they left. I said, Lis-
ten, listen. 
 Madam Deputy Speaker, we face many chal-
lenges and so our party has said . . . and these key 
words was this—just give me one minute, Madam 
Deputy Speaker, I thought I circled it. It was talking 
about— 
 

[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: We as a people cannot con-
tinue to hold on to our motto, Quo Fata Ferunt. That is 
what we hold for too long. Whether the faith carry us it 
may have been good for Sir George Somers when we 
put the Sea Venture on the reefs of Bermuda in 1609, 
but it is not good enough for us in 2014. So you need 
men and women of vision to carry this country for-
ward, and the OBA Government does not have it. 
 Thank you. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Member. 
 The Chair now recognises the Member from 
Paget East, constituency 22, Dr. the Honourable E. 
Grant Gibbons, Minister of Education and Economic 
Development. 
 You have the floor. 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Thank you, Madam 
Deputy Speaker.  
 The last Honourable Member who just took 
his seat spent an awful lot of time talking about vision 
and talking about nothing new. The problem, Madam 
Deputy Speaker, very simply stated, is you cannot eat 
vision. You need substance. We had 14 years of vi-
sion from the Progressive Labour Party culminating in 
four years of unprecedented economic decline. Now 
what we need is substance. 
 Let me tackle very quickly this issue of the 
manganese nodules. The Honourable Member kept 
saying we need something new. You may not remem-
ber it—but that Honourable Member certainly should 
remember. I remember as far back as the late ’80s 
and early ’90s in every Progressive Labour Party plat-
form (or a good number of them) there was this issue 
of manganese nodules.  

There was vision there but we have come an 
awful long way and people are still not collecting 
manganese nodules off the bottom of the ocean. The 
fact of the matter is actually manganese is not all that 
uncommon. It is used all the time in making stainless 
steel and other things. It is easily mined on shore. The 
issue with these things is practicality.  

The Honourable Member should also remem-
ber that back in late ’90s the then-Government (the 
United Bermuda Party Government) actually licensed 
an individual, it was Nick Hutchings (and I cannot re-
member the name of his company) to do ocean explo-
ration. That licence is actually still in effect. I think it is 
still under negotiation. But I think (without getting into 
this in too much detail) the Premier, the Honourable 
Member Michael Dunkley, has made it very clear that 
what we are looking for with respect to deep sea min-
ing is that we have to find a balance between what is 
right environmentally and what is right economically. I 
think that is something the Government has very 
much taken on board and will certainly look at that 
going forward.  
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 But when you look at the issue of ocean min-
ing, we are still quite a few years away. This is not 
going to solve our problems tomorrow. This is some-
thing that is still very much out in the future. There are 
some efforts going on off Java right now, I think. 
There is a company that has put a fair amount of 
money into it. David Saul, obviously, has been a big 
proponent of it. David has done very well on the issue 
of recovering artefacts like silver and getting some 
things of that sort. I think all of us recognise that there 
may be potential there. In fact, there is evidence that 
there may be potential around Bermuda as well. But, 
again, it is an issue of practicality, cost, and finding 
someone who is prepared to put some serious money 
into developing that particular issue.  
 Madam Deputy Speaker, what I would like to 
do is spend roughly half of my time talking about eco-
nomic development and the other half talking about 
education. 
 Let me start by saying from my perspective 
that, unequivocally, Bermuda is now starting to move 
in the right direction. I think we have cited in the 
Throne Speech enough evidence to suggest, at least 
from an economic perspective, that that clearly has 
started already. 
 I think we all understand that economic re-
covery and job creation is not necessarily a quick 
process particularly when you follow four years of 
what (for Bermuda) has been I would say unprece-
dented economic decline and a severe loss of confi-
dence in the economy under the former Government. 
To expect an instant turnaround in 2013 is not some-
thing that certainly this Government expected, and I 
think not something that the majority of people ex-
pected. I have to say that I am confident with some of 
the policies and things we have already put into 
place—particularly the policy changes—we are 
headed certainly in a much better direction. I think we 
have cited that in the Throne Speech.  

We looked in 2013 at the first sign of turning 
the corner in that measure of the economic activity 
which is gross domestic product. That was about a 
0.7 per cent increase at least in nominal terms. We 
have also seen an extraordinary increase in new in-
surance registrations in 2013—72 per cent is a re-
markable increase. And that comes after years of very 
little growth in that area. There has been growth but 
nowhere near the 72 per cent. I think as the Throne 
Speech indicates those are both traditional companies 
and those are the sort of new alternative risk compa-
nies as well—special purpose companies. I think that 
is (and I will say a little bit more about that in a few 
minutes), certainly, a very healthy direction.  
 I think all of us would like to see faster job 
growth. I think that goes without saying. And I reiterate 
again in that the 2,000 jobs that this Government has 
talked about was over a five-year period. When you 
have the kind of downward spiral that we were seeing 
in 2011 and 2012, you cannot expect it to change that 

immediately overnight. I think it is fair to say (and the 
facts show this) that there was a loss of jobs accord-
ing to the Stats Department in 2013. But it was half 
the 1,000 jobs that were lost between 2012 and 2013. 
We are down to about 500 jobs lost in 2013 as of Au-
gust, according to the Stats Department. Those were 
Bermudian jobs that I am talking about.  
 In the area that we have been working on we 
were losing roughly 200 jobs a year in that interna-
tional business sector in 2011 and 2012. That went 
down to about 110 lost in 2013. Is it where we would 
like it to be? No. But it is certainly a shift and a change 
in the direction we saw before that. And that is the 
way these things work. It takes time to start to rebuild 
that confidence and I think to kind of create the buzz 
and to look at areas where you can essentially get 
people encouraged about Bermuda again.  
 I mentioned in the House, I think before the 
last session ended, that I had talked to a number of 
HR directors in some of the larger companies. And up 
until about 2013 in the beginning Bermuda was not 
even on the radar screen as a consequence of poli-
cies by the former Government. It was just too difficult 
and problematic to place jobs here. They placed them 
in the Cayman [Islands], they placed them in Canada, 
they placed them in Switzerland and they placed them 
in Ireland. They simply were not interested in Ber-
muda.  

As a consequence, through Job Makers and 
other kinds of efforts and changes in Immigration, re-
moval of term limits, we had to start to restore some 
confidence. Everybody likes to say, Well, it is about 
international business and you are just doing things 
for business. The reason is because businesses are 
the job creators. They are the ones that produce the 
jobs. We have had too much time where Government 
produced the jobs and we are paying the price for that 
right now. We need to look at what is going to work to 
get companies to come here to invest and for those 
companies that are here to expand their job place-
ment. Part of that is making it more attractive. 
 We also know, Madam Deputy Speaker, that 
for every one non-Bermudian job in this sector there 
are two Bermudian jobs created. It is not as though 
this is one-sided at all. It is one-sided in terms of job 
creation for Bermudians. 
 I think it is clear from our perspective that 
even though we have had a good increase, a very 
healthy increase in the 16 per cent growth in interna-
tional business in 2013, what we continue to focus on 
is companies that have a physical presence, compa-
nies where they have boots on the ground. That takes 
a little while to turn that ship and to get things moving. 
Even as little as a week or so ago, we saw the incor-
poration of another Class 4 company. It was actually 
QBE Re (Europe). I think we have seen from the 
Throne Speech Reply that there is great scepticism on 
that side as to what they call maturing companies 
here and the emphasis that we are putting on them.  
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 I am going to touch a little bit on some of the 
comments in the Reply here. On page 2, there is this 
comment (this is the Reply), "And neither will we see a 
return to the economic boom times, driven by the ex-
ponential growth of international business and con-
struction on island that existed during the early to late 
2,000’s of the last decade." 
 In point of fact, we have seen a real change in 
a number of areas. In 2013, we saw an extraordinary 
increase in the ILS sector. Before that, Cayman had 
dominated. There was a lot of Irish business as well. 
In 2013, the whole paradigm shifted. Bermuda was 
taking almost two-thirds of the new ILS formations 
here. By the way, that increase in international busi-
ness did not start in 2000. It started way back in the 
1990s. From the mid-1990s after Hurricane Andrew it 
was growing at about 16 per cent a year here. That 
was the real start of the huge growth curve in interna-
tional business in Bermuda. 
 I think there is this issue that we keep hearing 
about here and which is that we are focused on I think  
. . . how do they put it? On page 5 there is this: 
"OBA’s myopic focus on maturing industries . . ." I do 
not think the Honourable Members on that side seem 
to get it yet. What you are seeing is those maturing 
industries—and I think they are referring to insurance 
and reinsurance—are actually evolving. A lot of these 
companies have set up subsidiaries that are getting 
into collateralised insurance and getting into this 
space. They do not stand still; they move.  

I think all of us understand that business is 
dynamic and Bermuda is dynamic as well. They are 
working on the principle there that if you cannot beat 
them, join them. So, yes, we have a slow market right 
now—a soft market in reinsurance. Yes, there is a lot 
of capital coming in but (I assure you) a lot of these 
companies are starting to shift and move. 
 Why is it important to focus on some of these 
mature companies? For the very simple reason they 
constitute an extraordinarily large part of our overall 
economic sector in Bermuda. International business is 
some 26 per cent of our gross domestic product ac-
cording to the 2013 GDP. If you add in associated 
businesses like legal, accounting, banking and that 
sort it takes it almost to 50 per cent. If you want to get 
change in an area and you want to focus on job crea-
tors you look, first of all, at those that are here and 
those that form a substantial part—almost 
50 per cent—of our market. That is why our initial year 
to two years has been spent trying to instil confidence, 
restore a sense of attractiveness about Bermuda and 
get those companies to continue to invest here.  

Have they laid some of them off? Do they re-
structure? Absolutely.  

Are we getting new companies in? Absolutely. 
It is a shifting dynamic. And I think, from my perspec-
tive, particularly based on the buzz I was hearing at 
that ILS conference . . . and yes, Mr. Burt, was there. 

The Opposition Member who speaks for Finance was 
there. There was a clear buzz about Bermuda. 
 We are also shifting our attention as well to try 
and diversify in areas which are close and where we 
were successful in the past. We lost a lot of that in the 
last 10 or 15 years—a good example being asset 
management and fund and hedge management prac-
tise. So we spent a good part of 2013 trying to under-
stand what we need to do to do a better job in that 
area.  

It is very synergistic with insurance and rein-
surance. The word at the ILS thing was “conver-
gence.” There was a lot of overlap between the fund 
and asset management area and insurance as well. 
So we have put a fair amount of effort there and I 
think what we are starting to see . . . so far this year 
we have had 60 (as of October) new funds that have 
been set up here, and we are starting to see move-
ment by some very serious players in the fund busi-
ness as well. As a consequence of my honourable 
colleague's visit, that is the Premier, to New York, we 
are seeing some household names that are now start-
ing to look at Bermuda as opposed to the Cayman 
Islands as a place to start to put new funds. We are 
probably never going to be able to get them to shift 
funds away from Cayman or away from Ireland but we 
will be able to get them to shift new funds here. 
 We had the CEO of RCA here this week, the 
Regulatory Compliance Association, very keen on 
Bermuda, wants to work with us to basically upgrade 
our skills and training here for young Bermudians. 
There will be more to come on that as we get further 
into the year, Madam Deputy Speaker.  
 We pointed out in the Throne Speech that 
there is going to be an initiative to set up a limited li-
ability company structure in Bermuda. This is new. It 
is innovative. It is not new in other places. There were 
700,000 LLCs set up in Delaware last year. Other off-
shore centres are starting to look at LLCs. We are 
very much moving forward on that. It is a great struc-
ture. It is a hybrid between a company and a partner-
ship. It provides lots of flexibility, and the House 
should be starting to see some new legislation coming 
on that over the course of this Parliamentary session. 
 I think it is fair to say also that we are looking 
at a number of other areas. I notice on page 6 of the 
Opposition Reply the idea of an economic free zone. 
The Honourable Member is quite right. We talked 
about it in the mid-1990s—a business technology park 
down there. We have been looking at that. There are 
challenges with that in terms of tech companies. But—
and those who have looked into this will know—
Mexico and Canada have done very well in essentially 
the development of technology parks outside the 
United States because of the labour availability and 
other issues. It is something we have been looking at 
for the last year or so and we would like to make 
some progress there.  
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 A lot of people have commented on Cayman 
Enterprise City. The Honourable Member who just 
took his seat did. The problem with Cayman Enter-
prise City is that they had to give an awful lot away in 
terms of Government fees and revenues. In fact, they 
gave almost everything away to get that. So the eco-
nomic model does not work terribly well for Cayman 
right now. Yes, it will bring business there. But we 
think there are better ways to do that kind of thing. 
Yes, there certainly are issues in looking at what I 
think is sometimes broadly referred to as an “eco-
nomic free zone.” We have been looking at that and I 
think, hopefully, we will make some traction there as 
well. 
 With regard to law firms and banks . . . I am 
going to let my honourable colleague, Mr. Richards, 
speak on the bank issue. If the Honourable Member 
had been paying attention they will know that a new 
law firm was set up in the last month or so—a Cana-
dian law firm. It is called Bennett Jones. It has a Ber-
muda partner set up here. There is another gentleman 
who set up a subsidiary of Sedgwick a year or so ago 
I think it was. So maybe they are under the radar 
screen but these firms start small and then they start 
to build. I think there is increasing competition in that 
area, but it takes a long time to build an Appleby or a 
Conyers or Mello Jones—those firms take a little while 
to get going. But I think we are certainly seeing some 
movement in those areas as well. 
 Just a small point . . . the Opposition took 
seemingly great glee at the bottom of page 4 in look-
ing at what they thought was inconsistency between 
the comment that "Bermuda’s Gross Domestic Prod-
uct—the measure of economic activity on the Island—
increased by almost one per cent in 2013, the first 
growth in five years.” On the next page they say . . . 
actually it is not the next page. They need a better fact 
checker over there. It is actually page 3 not 5. And on 
the next page (which was [page] 6) we said that, “If 
current trajectories hold, the Financial Year 2014/15 
will be the year in which the Island, after years of re-
cession, finally moves from decline to real growth.” 
 The operative word there is "real." In econom-
ics terms that means adjusted for inflation, and actu-
ally in 2013 there was negative growth in terms of 
when adjusted for inflation. So it depends on whether 
you take a nominal look at it or a current dollar look or 
whether you look at it in whatever. 
 Some people would read that as real. I do not 
consider 0.7 per cent significant growth. I think what 
we are looking for is something that gets into at least 
single digits and we are not quite there yet. But hope-
fully with some of the policy we have put in place we 
see this as a way forward to try and get some of the 
growth we are looking for, and we are very optimistic.  
 I am just going to say very quickly on the is-
sue of America's Cup—contrary to what the Honour-
able Member said—that the America's Cup did not 
exist before March of this year. Obviously we are cer-

tainly optimistic. We have made what I think is re-
markable progress in going from one of nine different 
venues that they were looking at down to one of two. 
As a number of us have said, even without getting the 
America's Cup (and we are still optimistic and we will 
know probably in the next couple of weeks that we will 
get a formal reply or a formal decision by the Amer-
ica's Cup event authority), even without that we have 
a world series event that will take place in Hamilton on 
the Hamilton waterfront next year (probably October 
2015 if I remember—and that by itself will start to 
generate significant activity.  

The World's Cup is not just a one-off event or 
a couple of events. It is going to spread over three 
years and should not only produce the kind of visibility 
that I know the Minister of Tourism is very interested 
in but also will start to produce jobs across a multitude 
of areas as well. We have our fingers crossed. We are 
extremely optimistic and we think we have put a very 
good bid in and we will wait for the America's Cup 
event authority to give us a sense of how that is going. 
 I would like to switch over very quickly—how 
much time do I have left, Madam Deputy Speaker? 
 
The Deputy Speaker: [You have] 10 minutes and 47 
seconds. 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Thank you, perfect. 
 I would like to switch over to education now, if 
I may, and say that there are a number of points that I 
would like to touch on here.  

Unfortunately, you cannot do education in 10 
minutes. But I think what was interesting about the 
Reply is it shows a very clear difference between how 
the Government thinks about education reform and 
how the Opposition thinks about education reform. 
That much is clear in terms of the comments about 
the middle school system, CedarBridge and others. 
Where the Opposition is taking what I will call a “struc-
tural” approach—and by structural I mean, rearrang-
ing the system so that you have one senior school or 
three senior schools or no middle schools or whatever 
else—the Government is taking very much a systemic 
approach.  

They seem to have a very short memory in 
terms of what Professor [David] Hopkins and his col-
leagues Rhonda Woods-Smith and Dr. Lou Matthews 
actually recommended. The first two issues that came 
across loud and clear were the quality of teaching and 
the leadership. If you look at any education system 
around the world, those are the two issues that you 
focus on. You do not go running around changing 
structures and moving people from this building to that 
building because that does not get at the core of what 
you need to do to improve learning performance and 
student performance. And that is, frankly, the clear 
difference between where they are going, which is 
simply trying to rearrange the deck chairs on the Ti-
tanic—and yes, they did leave us a Titantic—and 
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where Hopkins and others in other school systems, 
really good school systems, go. That is going after the 
quality of teaching and that is why we have spent an 
extraordinary amount of effort in professional devel-
opment investing in teachers.  

I hear the Opposition in terms of getting for-
mer, retired, teachers in there. I think that is an inter-
esting idea. But what we need to focus on is making 
sure (as it has often been put that we get the best 
teachers) we get the best out of our teachers. And the 
other issue of that aphorism is that we step in when 
students fall behind. That is exactly what the middle 
school transformation plan is doing. 
 Just in case it is not clear, the OBA is not try-
ing to defend the middle school system. I think Pro-
fessor Hopkins in his report said it was a mistake. But 
what he said very clearly was it would be a mistake to 
make the kinds of structural changes to get rid of the 
middle school system until you start to fix some of 
these far more important issues: leadership, quality of 
teaching and those sorts of things that are very much 
a part of the Hopkins Report. 
 The OBA said in its platform that we would 
review the middle school system. But we have more 
important work to do here first.  

I would like to just touch on a couple of the 
other areas and I will throw the former Government a 
bone here as well. One of the things that we inherited, 
and we have certainly developed a lot more, is the 
whole Career Pathways. I think somebody was talking 
about it earlier. That came out of the Mincy Report as 
a way to get students more involved in sort of career 
planning, understanding the vision (maybe it is a vi-
sion issue) of where they might like to go. So currently 
we have something like 260 S3 students, 23 S4 stu-
dents enrolled in the Career Pathways Programme. 
They are involved in the employability of the schools 
course.  

We have two career coordinators, one up at 
Berkeley and the other up at CedarBridge and they 
plan to place all 260 students—not only in the course, 
but into work-study stuff over the next 12 weeks be-
ginning in February. In the last academic year (in 
2013) over 96 per cent of the S2s and S3s who were 
doing Career Pathways were actually placed as well 
with work experience. 
 We have some 22 students in the nurse's aide 
certification. We have students in the automotive certi-
fication. We have students in the Bermuda Insurance 
Institute, which we have just launched at the begin-
ning of this year. They will actually end up with an as-
sociate's in General Insurance upon the completion of 
passing a series of exams by the end of this school 
year. So we are making very good progress there.  
 In terms of the issue of the middle schools, 
one of the things that the Reply sort of comments on 
is this issue of social promotion—that is advancing 
somebody when they are not ready. We made it very 
clear a couple of weeks ago or a month or so ago in 

the middle school transformation plan that one of the 
clear issues—the 10 points—is to establish a manda-
tory standard which defines readiness for transition 
out and into middle school. That was one of the things 
the Hopkins Report talked about were the transitions. 
It was not so much the middle school itself. It was the 
transitions that were really important.  
 I have already talked about this issue of jump-
ing in when children get behind. We are going to en-
sure that any students that have academic interven-
tion—if they fail classes when they are in the first 
quarter—have an IEP [Individualised Education Pro-
gramme] which goes in and starts to try and fix why 
they are behind so that we do not have them getting 
further behind and getting into this issue that has been 
around for a long time—long before the former Gov-
ernment as well—but they had the problem of social 
promotion.  
 One other thing that I would like to comment 
on as well, and I think there is a certain amount of 
time that was spent in the Reply on this issue of pre-
schools . . . they will be happy to know that the Gov-
ernment is very much on top of the issue of preschool 
curriculum, working that in with primary school. 

They may not remember this, but I spent 
many years on that side of the floor talking about 
school readiness and making sure that when children 
got to P1, they were ready for school and making sure 
that the pre-school curriculum was essentially inte-
grated with the primary school curriculum. 
 That is what we are starting to do. We have a 
very capable director in the form of Dr. Speir, an ex-
pert in early childhood education. We are working with 
the child development programme as well, to try and 
get those early childhood issues sorted out. The 
screening that we talked about in the last Throne 
Speech, we are actually making some progress there 
as well. Last year . . . well, these children were born in 
2010, but they entered pre-school essentially in Sep-
tember 2014. The numbers are not as high as I would 
like, but they reached out to 97 per cent of them. They 
only managed to get hold of 57 per cent, because 
they were working from birth records. But of the 
57 per cent, about 28 per cent of those were actually 
referred to one or more services. 
 We need to increase the proportion of stu-
dents that we are seeing. As you know, we are taking 
on additional staff to be able to do year-round screen-
ing. And that is really important in terms of making 
sure these children, these young students are ready 
and are screened and are given the appropriate help 
for entry into primary school, as well. 
 How much time do I have left? 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Three minutes. 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Three minutes, okay. 
 In three minutes, let me just also touch on this 
issue of the Bermuda College issue (here it is) on 
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page 11 of the Reply. This issue of creating a four-
year Bermuda College, this is a very old idea, as well. 
I was on the Bermuda College Board in the late 1980s 
and the early 1990s. It was discussed at that point. 
 What has happened since then is the college 
has figured out a better way to do this. What they do 
is they work out arrangements with Queen’s, Mount 
Saint Vincent, and others, because creating a four-
year institution . . . And the college has had plenty of 
time to make that proposal. Their strategic plans do 
not do that. Part of the reason for that is the cost and 
expense when you can probably do it a different way. 
 Now, it is not for me to tell the college that 
they should not have a four-year programme. But so 
far, it has been discussed a lot, and they have never 
gotten to that point because there are better ways to 
do that which give Bermudians not only a Bermuda 
College degree, but also one from a very credible 
overseas institution as well. So maybe that will 
change over time. But it is certainly not a new idea. 
 What we are working on with the college right 
now is to work with other groups in different sectors to 
try and work on cooperative programmes so that we 
have the whole ability of being able to use the web, 
the Internet, and online and distance learning to be 
able to create those kinds of opportunities for—they 
may be mature students, they may be younger stu-
dents who cannot leave Bermuda or who cannot af-
ford to pay for an overseas institution as well. 
 So, I think, Madam Deputy Speaker, those are 
the main points that I wanted to touch on. And I think, 
with that, there is, obviously, a lot more to talk about, 
but I am going to stop there. 
 Thank you very much. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you very much. 
 The Chair now recognises the Shadow Attor-
ney General. The Honourable Michael J. Scott, you 
have the floor. 
 
Hon. Michael J. Scott: [Madam Deputy] Speaker, 
good evening and thank you. 
 [Madam Deputy] Speaker, to the Minister, 
now that the front bench has begun to seek to try and 
explain to the country and this House, and breathe life 
into this unprecedentedly long Throne Speech, one of 
the longest in our most recent history, to breathe life 
into it, I will briefly deal with the comments that were 
just expounded by the Honourable Minister for Eco-
nomic Development. 
 He indicated in his brief reference under edu-
cation to the automotive entrance RA policy that they 
are proposing to continue to maintain. The question to 
be asked, having regard to the current wide-ranging 
far-reaching immigration policies that are focused on 
preferential treatment and recognition of foreigners in 
our country coming into the work pool is, How will that 
automotive industry entrant fare? Have the policies 
been aligned? Have they been thought through? 

 The Honourable Member, Dr. Gibbons, spent 
from 6:30 until now making an analysis of the former 
Government, our PLP Government’s performance that 
left, he says, us in an economic mess. That was his 
analysis, Madam [Deputy] Speaker, and it was the 
same old diatribe that we continue to hear. Madam 
[Deputy] Speaker, he actually referred to the interna-
tional business green shoots that are giving the coun-
try cause for hope, with the ILS references. ILS has 
been developed by a very committed resident and 
friend of myself and of many others in this House, as 
you meet Don Kramer. 
 And addressing this analysis, and I heard 
Members say that we caused the problem, when ACE 
left Bermuda, under the decision-making of Mr. Evan 
Greenberg, and headed for Switzerland, this is what 
Mr. Greenberg’s public statement, his press statement 
for doing so, was, and this is how he placed the ra-
tionale for leaving Bermuda. If I could. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: And you are reading from . . . ? 
 
Hon. Michael J. Scott: It is— 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Just a public statement? 
 
Hon. Michael J. Scott: Public statement in the media. 
I think it was the Bermuda Sun of those days. 
 “In describing the move, Mr. Greenberg said 
that the move was a natural progression that would 
provide ACE with a better strategic flexibility and a 
solid legal and regulatory environment,” referencing 
Switzerland, the new home. 
 Now, that is a bit of corporate gobbledygook, 
and I say that with complete respect. It is code lan-
guage and gentle and diplomatic language used by 
Mr. Greenberg. Can I then refer you, Madam Deputy 
Speaker, and Members of this House, to Mr. Don 
Kramer’s response on the very same subject as to 
why there was movement? There were some other 
companies moving. This is what Don Kramer said. 
 He made the point very clearly for the basis of 
companies seeking to move to Switzerland when he 
says, “. . . insurance firms have been obliged to con-
sider such a move. The reason is increasing ‘aggres-
sion’ from lawmakers and tax inspectors in the U.S.’” 
 The context of the ACE departure was 
Spitzer, the AG of New York, directing fierce fire at Mr. 
Greenberg’s company and its leadership. So, these 
pronouncements go to giving deeper context for the 
reason for the departures. Bermuda is a tiny jurisdic-
tion. Switzerland has more muscle as a country to 
deal with the large tax-mighty United States. 
 And I would just ask us to stop the nonsense, 
really, of burdening the PLP with the reasons for these 
departures. We heard that there were decisions taken 
in the context of the United States, the financial sys-
tem of the United States, 2008, very much into the 
second term of President Obama. The financial sys-
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tem was on fire and collapsing because of decisions 
being taken by bankers in that country. 
 The impact on the global economy played 
significantly across the entire global financial system. 
But we never hear these introduced into the analysis. 
But, you know, I only start there because the Honour-
able front bench Minister has begun to now breathe 
rationale and expansion into the Government’s vision, 
purported vision, for its year 2014/15, and we have all 
been waiting for it. Can I commend my colleague, the 
Honourable Member, Mr. Furbert? I adopt his analy-
sis. 
 We have been waiting. If we as legislators, 
Madam [Deputy] Speaker, are finding it difficult and 
are struggling to apprehend the vision in the context 
and in the time when, as people, as the Honourable 
Member and Public Works Minister often used to say, 
on this side of the House, People are hurting. Now, if 
we are having difficulty apprehending the vision, ap-
prehending the boldness that was advocated that the 
Government pursue by Sir John, where is the auda-
cious hope in your statements? We may hear it from 
front bench Ministers. But Sir John called for bold-
ness. 
 The country, and certainly all of us in the Op-
position, is calling for a social agenda that offers hope 
in this context. We know that employment, unem-
ployment, long-term unemployment in our country is 
at unprecedented levels. Women, accounts execu-
tives in the international sector living in my constitu-
ency, to the ordinary low-income worker who has 
been out of employment and who has arrears of rent 
stretching over and into $11,000—this is common. 
 So, if as legislators, we have to struggle to 
apprehend the response, as Pastor Simons, a gen-
tleman I was trying to introduce this morning as 
someone totally different from Simons . . . As Pastor 
Simons said, meaningful, relevant policymaking is 
what I am asking for and all Members of the Opposi-
tion benches are asking for. And this translates into 
what members in the listening audience and people 
across our country, our Island, are looking for and 
asking for. And it is missing. 
 Let me show you how it is missing. Of course, 
now I take this opportunity to quickly speak to the ad-
ministration of justice. The Throne Speech of some 
nearly 32 pages, when the expectation for statements 
of vision or statements of hope, statements of mean-
ingful policy, one would have expected to have seen 
laid out there for the Ministry of Justice and Legal Af-
fairs, where the Honourable and Learned Member 
(who is, I think, away from the House today) had this 
to say, with your permission, Madam [Deputy] 
Speaker. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Please proceed. 
 
Hon. Michael J. Scott: “Bermuda needs a criminal 
justice system that is efficient, effective and fair; a sys-

tem that addresses the needs of criminal defendants, 
the victims of crime and the public in general. All of us 
have an interest in a system that acquits the innocent 
and convicts the guilty expeditiously. 

“To these ends, with the view that ‘justice de-
layed is justice denied’, the Government is reviewing 
Criminal Procedure for the purpose of modernising the 
administration of justice to make it more efficient and 
effective.”  
 And I listened, and I watched the members of 
the judiciary as these words were laid out. And I was 
waiting for the expansion on the administration of jus-
tice. But, to five lines, this was, in this very long 28-
page document, the top and bottom of the administra-
tion of justice. 
 In contrast, and it is here for all of us, we set 
out . . . And it was my authorship, as the Shadow Min-
ister of Justice. We set out a meaningful, we hope, 
relevant response to lowering, removing policy barri-
ers to economic entry and entry and participation in 
the economy. We find that on any analysis, often poli-
cies . . . And we heard the Honourable first front 
bench speaker say that the immigration policies are 
the ones that he says are turning the corner and set-
ting the right direction for our country. 
 But are they? Can we actually place any con-
fidence in the analysis of the Honourable Member, Dr. 
Gibbons, today? Can we? When the analysis on jus-
tice and, as the Honourable Member, Mr. Furbert, has 
noted, the analysis of the entire Throne Speech of the 
Government is quite puerile. Why do the analysis and 
statement by the Honourable Minister of Economic 
Development give us cause for confidence that we are 
in fact turning around, when we see so little offers of 
hope or statements of hope to a waiting population in 
this awfully trying context that we now find ourselves 
in in Bermuda? I mean, why should we put store in his 
analysis? That is the question that we ask in the 
House and that I am sure that people in Bermuda are 
asking. 
 But returning to justice matters, the spokes-
man who first spoke for the Government, former Min-
ister of Legal Affairs, Mr. Pettingill, latched onto the 
prosecutor’s code as something which he character-
ised as impossible, wrong and unconstitutional. And it 
is this kind of analysis, that has no legal basis, that 
makes us pause, gives us cause for pause. That 
statement is entirely erroneous. It might surprise the 
Honourable Member, former Legal Affairs Minister, to 
know that the DPP’s office of this country is consider-
ing a prosecutor’s code. In my practice experience, 
the general principle of the prosecutor under the 
prosecutor’s code is a standard general principle. It 
should be there to achieve the very principles—these 
were just general statements that I was minded to in-
clude. But these were general principles amongst 
several general principles 
 And then it sets out a code about making de-
cisions for prosecutions, which it is a very serious de-
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cision to prosecute someone, because it involves 
freedom. So you want an independent and objective, 
fair-minded prosecution decision. It is here for Mem-
bers to read. 
 The reason for this need for a code . . . And I 
repeat, a code for prosecutors is being considered, 
and that is why I am endorsing it. For the Minister to 
say, for the Honourable former Attorney General to 
say that it breaches independence and interference 
with the DPP’s office is absolute nonsense. 
 We knew, and in previous (not reflecting too 
deeply on) debates, we have experienced in our coun-
try, Madam [Deputy] Speaker, decisions in prosecu-
tions which have been identified as targeting one 
group of the society over another when it comes to 
extending cautions. We all remember that debate. 
These are the kinds of considerations that lead to and 
merit a prosecutor’s code. It is there for accountability. 
 I mean, obviously, a solid prosecutor and the 
DPP will be aware of these principles, generally; they 
are fairly rote. But the model, the Crown Prosecution 
Service in the UK, a jurisdiction as deeply recognised 
and respected as the United Kingdom, has had crown 
prosecuting services follow a prosecutor’s code. Hu-
man frailties often will result in professional men and 
women making decisions, on some occasions falling 
into these breaches of principle. 
 So, it is a very positive recommendation that 
can be made. And there is nothing in our statement 
today that suggests that this is going to be imposed. 
The articulation was that consideration would be given 
to, in consultation with the DPP, introducing a code, 
for good reason, for all of those good general princi-
pled reasons. 
 But we wanted our justice policy to reflect, as 
we stated in our speech, a relevant response to mar-
ginalisation that is taking place in our country, so that 
we introduce policies that remove barriers to entry 
(and I am on page 16, Madam [Deputy] Speaker). Our 
focus of the PLP is the inclusion of Bermudians and 
not marginalisation of our people. The watchword that 
will shape our laws and policies will be that, in order to 
achieve more inclusion in the social and economic 
affairs of Bermuda and to remove barriers to freedom 
and progress amongst historically unrepresented 
groups in our society, the Ministry of Justice will give 
priority in our legislative agenda, to a number of eco-
nomic and social justice laws. 
 The list is not exhaustive. But these speak to 
increasing access for folks in our country in the con-
text that these are times when, worryingly, immigra-
tion policies that are relaxing access to the economy 
by others, starting with the Finance Minister’s basic, 
and indeed the entire Government’s basic thrust, for-
eign inward investment, hotel development, removal 
of immigration barriers, and the third one recently now 
is the America’s Cup. There is a great deal of store 
being placed on it. This is the Government’s trilogy of 
hope. 

 What we have noticed is that, who in the by-
ways and highways of our country, who are out of 
work over long terms, are going to be able to say, 
Well, this has given me a real line of hope that things 
will improve for my position, just from the point of view 
of creating a job for my husband—or a job for my wife 
or my uncle or people in my family. So that is where 
our focus has been. 
 Of course, under the Ministry of Justice, we 
consulted public statements as to what are the needs 
of our criminal justice system. And of course, the cost 
of criminal justice has been noted to be ever-
mounting, even caused the Legal Aid Fund to become 
unfunded. So we have addressed that. We have ad-
dressed a call by the judiciary for our criminal courts 
and the housing of our criminal courts to be improved. 
That prospect is not only enhancing the independence 
of the courts; work to improve them creates work and 
jobs. So, there is an opportunity there. 
 Instead of the policy of reducing public service 
officialdom and the private sector loss of jobs, this is a 
proposal that creates jobs. It is a construction pro-
gramme being recommended by the Opposition. And 
throughout this Reply, we see this theme of a deeper 
responsiveness to the human conditions of our coun-
try, the relevant on-the-ground on-the-doorstep condi-
tions in our country. 
 Madam [Deputy] Speaker, the stress lines in 
our country—the stress lines in our country repeat 
themselves. From 1968 to 1977, the things that bring 
our country the deepest stress and then produce so-
cial disruption are always the same. They are similar if 
you study our history. Poverty, lack of access to the 
economy. Immigration policies that bring, as it did in 
1977, the English policemen into conflict with the citi-
zenry of this Island was one of the causes of the Pitt 
Report’s findings, was one of the causes of the riots. 
 We do not have to reinvent this analysis. The 
stress lines are well known to us. The development 
most recently, Madam [Deputy] Speaker . . . Not the 
development, the concerning incident of the shooting 
outside of the Somerset Cricket Club following within 
minutes, or within several minutes, of the earlier 
shooting in Devonshire is a developing stress line for 
which we should all be concerned. We should all be 
extremely concerned. 
 Somerset Members of Parliament, from Ms. 
Wilson to Mr. Dennis Lister, and the candidate Mr. 
Simmons and I, we converged out of concern, once 
this matter had taken place. It is a matter of urgent 
public importance that we address this stress line de-
veloping in our community. It is important, it is vitally 
important, and it is urgently, publicly important be-
cause of the potential for there to be serious retalia-
tion for a . . . It was a bold and brandishing act to 
shoot bullets randomly into members of the public sit-
ting on the Somerset Cricket Club wall. It is a serious 
departure of security, not only breach, but security 
collapse. 
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 Earlier today, very early in the morning, it 
came to my attention, it was brought to my attention 
by my colleagues, that the security camera features at 
the Somerset Bridge, a gateway of security . . . Who-
ever came to our parish and conducted, carried out 
that offence would have been observed going in and 
going out. That is on the basis that they did not arrive 
by air or sea. 
 But it is a question of urgent public importance 
that the Minister of National Security and our Premier 
must answer: Is that surveillance camera facility in 
operation? And was it, certainly, in operation several 
nights ago, particularly given that that entire infrastruc-
ture was recently replaced by a new contract provider, 
with some controversy? And now that we have had 
this incident, this serious incident, the police, certainly 
members of the community, would rely on the full op-
eration of that surveillance system. That is the ques-
tion. It is one of urgent public importance and should 
be addressed. 
 Yet, the Premier and Minister of National Se-
curity has yet to rise on the floor of this House to ad-
dress the general question of this very disturbing seri-
ous criminal incident taking place in Sandys. 
 I think those are the matters under my re-
sponsibility as the Shadow for Justice that I wanted to 
generally deal with. How much time do I have, Madam 
Deputy Speaker? 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Five minutes and 20 seconds. 
 
Hon. Michael J. Scott: All right. Thank you so much. 
 
[Pause] 
 
Hon. Michael J. Scott: You know, I will end where I 
began. We look for opportunities within the PLP’s Re-
ply to the Throne Speech that sets out our alternative 
vision as a Government-in-waiting. We set it out by 
referencing the Honourable Shadow Finance Minister, 
Mr. Burt’s, alternatives and vision he offered for the 
recovery of the economy and the stimulation of it. We 
deal with it by setting out a number of visions in the 
Reply that we think, that we know in our hearts speak 
to hope for people who are needing to have jobs. 
 When the Honourable Minister of Economic 
Development says that an assessment, an analysis of 
the ocean bed potentialities, has been led or re-
sponded to by Mr. Premier as having a pause placed 
on it or a gloss placed on it that it should be ap-
proached with the concern for both the economy, yes, 
and the environment, if that has the sum effect of re-
tarding the pursuit of this major kind of project, then it 
shows where the Premier’s mind is at. It is not a prior-
ity. 
 I have listened only now to one front bench 
Member, Minister, seek to breathe life into this Throne 
Speech, this long, rambling Throne Speech, which on 
critical—which on critical issues, justice, Minister 

Scott, Wayne Scott on the vulnerable, you could find 
but three lines dedicated to these policy imperatives. It 
gives us real pause, cause for pause. 
 A project on ocean floor mining, this is a very 
old seabed floor. No wonder you are having geolo-
gists thus far make the assessments of the potentials 
that lie in the bed, and Dr. Saul for his being a cham-
pion of this. The country does need to, as my col-
league Mr. Wayne Furbert said, take a shot at the 
moon. It is a good metaphor for the kinds of things 
that would stimulate, in a fairly barren recovery trajec-
tory that has been driven by world economic systemic 
failures and not because of the Progressive Labour 
Party.  
 This is where we should be going. But this 
constant default into blaming the PLP for a global 
slowdown in the economy is no longer being regarded 
as credible by anyone. But the opportunity for the 
Government to be credible comes with its Throne 
Speech, its agenda for the year. And I submit that this 
particular speech, and the first one of our Premier Mi-
chael Dunkley, has fallen far short of the mark. This 
was not their finest hour. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Member. 
 The Chair now recognises the Member from 
Devonshire North West, constituency 14. Mr. Glen C. 
Smith, you have the floor. 
 
Mr. Glen Smith: Thank you, and good evening, 
Madam Deputy [Speaker]. 
 You know, we have heard this buzzword all 
afternoon of “vision,” which really intrigues me. I sit 
here, and I have listened. But more importantly, at the 
end of the day, we should probably ask our constitu-
ents what their vision would be if we were out there 
and asked them tonight. And I bet the vision would be, 
Gosh, why can’t you guys work together and build a 
better Bermuda for all? That is what the vision is. It is 
about building a better Bermuda.  
 The vision for the One Bermuda Alliance has 
been and is to create jobs. We are continuing to do 
that. It is a tough economic time, as we all know. But 
we are doing our best. 
 I think what summed it up for me this morning 
was with Pastor Simons at the Prayer Breakfast, when 
he used the analogy of a see-saw, which truly struck 
me, particularly in the children’s playground. A see-
saw only works well when you have two people on it, 
not one. Perhaps we should take that to heart and get 
on the see-saw together and work together to build a 
better Bermuda. 
 But moving forward, this Government contin-
ues to work on the recovery plan. We have seen in 
the last year growth in the real estate industry. That is 
normally the first sign of recovery. Real estate today is 
on the up and up. Is it where we want it to be? No. But 
it is going, and it is a long process. The other key fac-
tor, and I must declare my interest, is the car industry. 
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If you look at the retail sales for September that just 
came out, if I may read it, because it just came out 
this afternoon? 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Yes. 
 
Mr. Glen Smith: “Retail sales in September 2014 
were 4.2 per cent higher than the $78.8 million re-
corded in September 2013. All retail sales sectors re-
corded increased sales with motor vehicles retailers 
recording the strongest increased sales of 19.3 per 
cent.”  
 Well, to me, this is a clear indicator, it is in 
black and white, that things are moving in the right 
direction. And, yes, there are green shoots, and no, it 
is not moving as quickly as we would like. 
 
[Hon. K. H. Randolph Horton, Speaker, in the Chair] 
 
Mr. Glen Smith: Good evening, Mr. Speaker. 
 As we all know, it takes time to build relation-
ships, and building relationships in any market, par-
ticularly if you are working with the Asians, they take a 
long time, and it is about building trust. That is what 
this Government is doing. No, it is not going to happen 
overnight. But as I said earlier, it does take time. 
 One of the things that we consistently hear is 
that all we care about is the businesses on Front 
Street and not the man in the street or the man and 
lady in my constituency that do not have a job. That is 
far from the truth. I did not get elected by doing that. 
We are working very hard to put hope into the people 
that, yes, there is good news coming down the pike. 
Can I give you an exact time? Absolutely not. But I 
can tell you that we are going in the right direction. 
 If you look, confidence is rising. Ariel Sands 
was announced two days ago, which is an $85 million 
project. We have Pink Beach that is on the go. We 
have had Hamilton Princess, phase one, phase two, 
and phase three will be taking place after that. And 
they are also going to be developing the Hamilton 
Princess Beach Club up at the old Sonesta for their 
guests to go and use the facilities. They are also go-
ing to have, my understanding is, water sports and so 
forth. Then there is the talk of Morgan’s Point. 
 So, we are doing our best to regenerate and 
get Bermuda moving. And I can honestly feel the 
smell of concrete is on its way. What does that mean? 
It means that it will create jobs, because at the end of 
the day, a lot of these places have to be built. We 
have to excavate. We have to hire Bermudians to fulfil 
those roles, which we are doing our best to continue 
to do. 
 One of the areas talked about this evening 
was the America’s Cup. And what does the America’s 
Cup mean for Mr. and Mrs. Constituent? If we are 
successful at scoring the whole bid for the America’s 
Cup, it would be like taking us out of the ICU depart-
ment and giving us an adrenaline shot or a good kick-

start to get going. This will probably be the best Ber-
muda job creator that we have seen in perhaps my 
lifetime, because it will be that immediate. 
 You say, Well! Well, how can that be? I have 
looked and done some research from different juris-
dictions where the America’s Cup has been held, and 
I have looked at what Bermuda . . . There could be a 
possibility of a $200 million injection, just like that, 
over three years. Because what will happen is you 
could have six teams that would be competing. And I 
do not know much about sailing, Mr. Speaker, at all. 
However, with those six teams, you could also have 
six racing teams or 100 members for that crew. Well, 
they all have to have places to live. 
 So, what will happen when we are successful 
at winning this is it will have a demand in the rental 
business for people to go and fix up their apartments. 
It will also assist people in paying their mortgages. 
And hopefully, it will stop people who, unfortunately, 
could be on the verge of losing their homes. 
 When I talked to my constituents, they said, 
Well, Mr. Smith, what does that mean? And I said (no 
pun intended), Mr. Smith from Happy Valley who has 
a painting business but has not had the work that he 
had prior to the recession, I said, Mr. Smith, you will 
be able to go out and paint homes and fix them up so 
they will be ready for these people, the participants, to 
rent these places. 
 Then I also spoke to Mr. Lovell, who is an 
electrician from First Avenue. I said, You’ll have the 
opportunity to go and rewire and put up ceiling fans in 
people’s homes, or they might need to be wired for air 
conditioning and so forth. 
 Then when you boil it down further, at the end 
of the day, I have Mrs. Augustus, who looks after chil-
dren up in Prospect. Her business is dried up. She 
looks after three children because people do not have 
jobs. They have to stay at home; they are looking after 
their own children while they are there. This will give 
the opportunity for Mrs. Augustus so that she can start 
to look after kids, because the parents of those chil-
dren will be going back to work. 
 At the end of the day, people will need to be 
transported around. And you look at the taxi industry. I 
looked at Mr. Lewis, from Cavendish [Heights], as I 
spoke to him the other day, and Mr. Simmons from 
Roberts Avenue. You’re going to have an increased 
business. You’re not going to be sitting around five or 
six hours looking for a job. Your taxis could be going 
24/7. 
 That is how big the America’s Cup can be for 
Bermuda.  
 Then of course, there is the cycle livery busi-
ness that these crews will be renting bikes. Once 
again, this creates jobs because somebody has to go 
back out and start to help get the cycle livery business 
going. Then of course, the easy thing in the day is the 
grocery and liquor store business, which will be in-
creased in sales. 
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 Mr. Speaker, you have seen the yacht down 
on Front Street, as the Eclipse. Well, that is the most 
amazing-looking vessel I have ever seen; that is for 
sure.  
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Mr. Glen Smith: Well, we could probably do that. 
 At the end of the day, Bermuda, if we are suc-
cessful at scoring the America’s Cup, it will be the 
Monte Carlo of the Atlantic Ocean. And that is the way 
it works. I was recently down in Saint-Tropez about 
two years ago for a sailing regatta. And all you had 
were these massive mega-yachts, not as big as the 
Eclipse, but similar in size and stature. That would be 
in Bermuda for the duration of the races, which could 
be, for some people, it could be two or three years 
that those yachts [and their crews] would be sitting 
here in Bermuda that would eat in our restaurants, 
use our taxi drivers, use our public transportation and 
so forth. 
 You know, at the end of the day, the exposure 
that we are going to get worldwide through national 
television is unreal. So, to me, to Bermuda, it should 
be at the end of the day, this is going to be wonderful, 
because what will be shown is what has never been 
shown before to the whole world at one time. As we 
all know, Bermuda is a wonderful place. 
 Then, Mr. Speaker, we will have to create a 
village for this event. Can you imagine? With this vil-
lage you will have different musical entertainers, could 
be playing calypso, could be playing, having the won-
derful Collie Buddz playing his reggae and so forth. 
So that they will be able to listen to what Bermuda has 
to offer in regards to the music. 
 So, to me, at the end of the day, it is quite 
simple and should be, that the America’s Cup is going 
to be the best opportunity Bermuda has had in a long 
time to develop. At this time, I would like to thank the 
Honourable Member from Economic Development, 
Grant Gibbons, for spearheading this, along with the 
Bermuda Tourism Authority, and of course, the Minis-
ter Crockwell, and of course, the Finance Minister in-
volved, as we will hear as we get further down to 
some of the tax concessions we will have to give. 
 But once again, Mr. Speaker, thank you for 
your time. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 The Chair will now recognise the Member 
from Warwick South East, constituency 24, MP Law-
rence Scott, who is the Shadow Minister for Transpor-
tation. MP Scott. 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: Thank you very much, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I am not going to take too much 
time talking about it, much other than the transporta-
tion side of the Throne Speech. Actually, there was 

not much in the Throne Speech about transportation, 
so I guess I will be referring more to the Reply to the 
Throne Speech, which actually outlined a very viable 
plan and vision for our transportation industry. 
 But, Mr. Speaker, like most Members in this 
Honourable House, the way that I would like to sort of 
start off by explaining the vision and the origins of the 
vision for our Throne Speech on transportation goes is 
that most Members know that I am a certified pilot. 
And most pilots, if not all pilots, know that there is a 
golden rule. And that rule would be . . . It is actually a 
regulation. It is a Federal Aviation regulation. That rule 
basically states that a pilot should know everything 
and all aspects about that flight prior to taking off. 
 So, that means they would have to know the 
fuel requirements, the routing, the weather, the NO-
TAMs (and a NOTAM is a notice to airmen), so just 
everything about that flight. And it is proven that those 
pilots who do not adhere to that rule, unfortunately, 
they end up with an incident, and in more cases than 
not, end up in a tragic accident. For example, John F. 
Kennedy, Jr., took off. He was a private pilot. He took 
off, but he did not take the time—he was in a rush to 
get back home. He did not take the time to look at the 
weather conditions at his destination airport. Got into 
some weather that he was not trained for and, unfor-
tunately, was not able to walk away from the crash. 
 You have the Malaysian airline that did not 
read the NOTAMs, where the route that they were 
planning on taking went through a recently catego-
rised act-of-war zone and ended up being shot down. 
You then have the Asiana flight 214, which the pilots 
were unfamiliar with the landing patterns or the land-
ing regulations and procedure for the San Francisco 
area. And unfortunately, two people lost their lives in 
that. 
 So you see how important it is to make sure 
that, when you come up with a plan, when you go fly-
ing . . . And I will transition from that, from flying to just 
having a plan. When you come up with a plan, when 
you come up with a vision, to have it fully thought 
through, to make sure that you know every aspect of 
that vision, of that idea that you are about to go and 
embark on. And for us, what we believe, and this is 
where there are some symmetries and some symbi-
otic relationships between us on this side of the aisle 
and the Government in the OBA, we both agree that 
we need a new airport facility. There is no disagree-
ment about that. 
 But now, this is where it differs, Mr. Speaker. 
Mr. Speaker, we feel that the airport should be a Ber-
mudian project. It is a Bermudian landmark. It is basi-
cally one of our most lucrative and important assets 
that this Government has. And we should not be giv-
ing that airport away to anybody, to any entity, to any 
other government. 
 But the argument could be made that we can-
not afford to do it. And once again, this is where we 
both agree. We cannot afford the $200 million to come 
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out of the Government purse. But what we can do and 
what we can afford to do is to combine the civil avia-
tion and Department of Airport Operations, combine 
them together, we make them a quango, turn that 
quango into the Port Authority. The Port Authority is 
now a separate entity. And all expenses come off of 
the Government books. And that entity, the Port Au-
thority, can then go, let us say for this scenario, to the 
Bank of Butterfield and say, Hey, here is our business 
plan. This is how we plan on repaying the money. 
Boom shablam and Bob’s your uncle, we now get our 
own facility. 
 
[Inaudible interjection and laughter] 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: No pun intended. 
 But we then get our own airport facility. The 
Government has not paid for it. It does not come out 
of the taxpayers’ money. The 86 jobs that are cur-
rently between civil aviation and the Department of 
Airport Operations, they are saved, plus the construc-
tion jobs that are created on top of that. So that is the 
economic boom that the construction phase brings. 
 But also, there is the revenue that comes af-
terwards, Mr. Speaker. The revenue that comes after 
that is what really is the icing on the cake. You then 
have approximately $8.89 million that would go back 
into our economy every year, year in and year out, 
and has the potential to grow all the way up to $13 
million in revenue going back into the airport and go-
ing back into our economy. 
 But outside of the financial, it is the social and 
the other business aspect where airports tend to drive 
business. They tend to drive entrepreneurship more 
so than anything, because they open up trade routes. 
Back in Christopher Columbus’s days, we needed 
wind and all of that for trade routes. But nowadays, 
you do not need wind; you just need air routes. 
 So what we could do with this new airport, it 
would bring us up to the twenty-first century. It would 
allow for us to then start looking at bigger aircraft, 
longer-range aircraft so we could look at going east 
instead of west for our tourism. So we could go to In-
dia. We could go to Dubai, maybe not direct, but with 
connections through Dubai and India and China. And 
now these open up trade routes, Mr. Speaker. 
 These trade routes would then open up and 
provide us with an opportunity for new business ven-
tures to meet and greet and sign contracts with new 
people or businesses that we would have never 
signed with before. 
 But, Mr. Speaker, one thing that I can say is 
that, with all this opportunity, all that glitters is not 
gold. There is some risk, Mr. Speaker. There is the 
risk that one of these business owners, one of these 
businesses that try to come in and do business in 
Bermuda, Mr. Speaker, through our new trade routes 
with our new airport, might not be the most suitable 
person, to put it politely. They might not meet the 

quality criteria that one would be looking for to do 
business in Bermuda, or reputable business. 
 I can guarantee you that, through our vision, 
we do not run into that problem, Mr. Speaker. We 
would not be signing any contracts, Mr. Speaker, with 
a company that the World Bank recently slapped a 10-
year ban on due to corrupt practices. Now, a 10-year 
ban, Mr. Speaker, happens to be the longest penalty 
that has been ever handed out by the World Bank. We 
would not have signed a contract with that type of 
company, Mr. Speaker. We would not sign. And the 
fact that the World Bank slaps a ban on you, Mr. 
Speaker, that sends ripples, I would say, through the 
aid capital of the lending world, which means that 
other governments might not want to do business with 
you. 
 It seems as though, after the World Bank 
slapped a ban on a company, that the Canadian Gov-
ernment followed suit and declared that they, too, 
would not do any business with such a company, re-
gardless of whether or not they are an engineering 
giant or not.  
 Mr. Speaker, with your indulgence, I would 
just like to read from the Huffington Post, Canada. On 
September 25th, 2013, it reports that, “After weeks of 
maneuvering by the Canadian government to secure 
a lucrative contract in Trinidad and Tobago for graft-
tainted engineering giant SNC-Lavalin, the govern-
ment of that Caribbean nation”—which is talking about 
Trinidad and Tobago—“has announced that it isn’t 
interested in dealing with a company that has ‘diffi-
culty in passing the test of confidence.’” 
 Now, Mr. Speaker, let me explain just a little 
something that goes on, is that when it comes to de-
veloping airports, you can go the Airport Authority 
way, or you can go the public/private partnership way. 
You can sign contracts. And usually what happens, 
that means you sign contracts with a big engineering 
firm, or a big firm that will go out and find other com-
panies that can do the business, that can do the build-
ing and the infrastructure for you. 
 So it seems as though the OBA Government 
has signed a deal with CCC, the Canadian Commer-
cial Company, corporation and company, and they are 
the ones that actually select what is going to be 
done—who does the work. So we signed . . . I will just 
use you as an example. I, as the Member of the Ber-
muda Government, would sign with you. And then you 
go out, and you find . . .  
 
[Inaudible interjection and laughter] 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: I would sign with you, and 
then you would be responsible for finding somebody 
to fill the project and to be able to do that project. 
 But, Mr. Speaker, I have no control personally 
over who you pick. So I have to trust your discretion, 
Mr. Speaker. And it seems as though that the report 
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goes on to say that the . . . How can I say this? You 
know what, Mr. Speaker? I will do it this way. 
 I did some digging after I found out about Ca-
nadian Commercial Corporation. And it so happens 
that the Planning Minister in Trinidad and Tobago, the 
Dr. Bhoendradatt Tewarie, is recorded in the media as 
saying and explaining (and I quote), “The recommen-
dation for the SNC Lavalin came directly from the Ca-
nadian Commercial Corporation.” “‘He added that,’ 
when entering into government-to-government con-
tracts like this one, ‘the decision about the [selected] 
companies does not reside in your hands,’” meaning 
exactly what I just explained earlier. The Trinidadian 
Government did not have control over who built their 
facility. But yet, they had signed a contract with CCC, 
the Canadian Commercial Corporation. 
 So, Mr. Speaker, there is an old Chinese 
proverb which says, There are three kinds of people in 
the world. There are those who learn from others’ mis-
takes, which makes them wise. There are those (and I 
will say, like myself) who learn from their own mis-
takes; that makes them happy. But then there are 
those who do not learn from either. And that makes 
them foolish. 
 It would seem that, after some brief research 
on the Canadian Commercial Corporation, for me, I 
would not sign with them. That would make me almost 
. . . That would not make me wise, because I did not 
learn from other people’s mistakes, other people who 
signed $163 million contract with them who had to 
take it back. So I have a feeling that the signing of this 
contract proves that the OBA Government is not wise. 
All right? 
 With your indulgence, I would like to go on to 
read an excerpt out of the Trinidad and Tobago 
Guardian newspaper: “The government announced 
yesterday” (which would be September 24th, 2013) 
“that it was pulling out of a planned arrangement with 
the Canadian Commercial Company (CCC) to have 
SNC-Lavalin build a $163-million hospital.” 
 Now, the report goes on to say, Mr. Speaker, 
“The Trinidadians have good reason for not wanting to 
deal with SNC-Lavalin. The company is being investi-
gated for bribery and corruption scandals in half a 
dozen countries.” 
 Now, Mr. Speaker, I am flabbergasted. You 
know what? What makes it very worrying is that it 
seems as though the persons which were charged 
with bribery were the politicians in the countries that 
they were trying to have contracts in. 
 
Some Hon. Members: Wow! 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: Mr. Speaker, this is trou-
bling. Because, I mean, let me just go on and continue 
to read the report. 
 “The recent media reports and a civil suit filed 
against the company by a former employee, also 
charged with corruption, indicate that the company 

routinely used code letters to conceal alleged bribery 
payments. The civil suit—filed in Toronto—alleges 
that upper management was made aware of bribes 
being paid, but failed to take action to stop the prac-
tice.” 
 Now, it then goes on to talk about that the 
World Bank slaps a 10-year ban on the company and 
more than 100 of its affiliates in an unprecedented 
move. “Because of that decision, Canada is now 
home to more debarred companies than any other 
country.” 
  Mr. Speaker, what is even more troubling is 
what comes next in this report. 
 
An Hon. Member: More troubling? 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: More troubling.  

The report also includes that contracts . . . “It 
was untendered, secret, and guaranteed by Canadian 
taxpayers. And therein lies the root of the problem 
. . .” Mr. Speaker, that sounds very, very, very similar 
to something that just happened here in Bermuda.  
 Ah! It seems as though we just had a Gov-
ernment official sign an untendered, secret contract 
with this same company that is being charged with 
and has a reputation of corruption, bribery and I do 
not want to go any further than just the fact that it has 
been reported that they bribed government officials. 
 Mr. Speaker, I will go on to read the rest of the 
report. It says, “Secret sole-sourced, subsidised deals 
arranged by the Canadian government for any com-
pany can’t help but create an environment in which 
bribery, corruption and conspiracy to defraud taxpay-
ers and ratepayers thrives.” 
 Now, Mr. Speaker, we may not be taxpayers 
to the Canadian Government, but we would be, if this 
contract was signed, ratepayers. So that means that 
we would be directly affected by bribery, corruption 
and conspiracy. And the only person, the only people, 
the only entity that could put us in such a position 
would be the Dunkley administration. But would they 
do such a thing, Mr. Speaker?  

It is funny that it goes on to say in the report, 
“The Trinidad and Tobago lawmakers had good sense 
to see that.” It was not a good idea to do business 
with them.  

Now, Mr. Speaker, the best way to summarise 
what we on this side think about the signing of a se-
cretive, untendered contract to give away the most 
valued assets that this country has (all right?) is basi-
cally summarised in the Huffington Post of Septem-
ber 25, 2013, where [it says], “Lawmakers in Trinidad 
and Tobago tell the Canadian government SNC-
Lavalin is too tainted by corruption to risk awarding a 
multi-million dollar-hospital contract to.” Now, Mr. 
Speaker, if this company is too corrupt for another 
government to do business with, how can it be suit-
able for us to do business with it?  
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My grandfather used to say that birds of a 
feather flock together. But also, I think that it is ironic 
and even coincidental that the Canadian Government 
lost a $163 million contract last year and now [they 
have] signed a $200 million contract with the Dunkley 
administration less than a year later. I have a feeling 
that somebody is making out like a bandit right now—
and it is not the Bermuda Government. It is not the 
Bermudian people. I think it is CCC. 
 But, Mr. Speaker, what boggles my mind—
and I hope to get some clarification on this tonight—is 
how do we have, arguably, the biggest announcement 
in recent history made, the building of a new airport? 
This is something that I know the PLP tried to do, was 
working on doing. But, as other Members have said, 
we ran out of time. So, the thing is that . . . And the 
Honourable Finance Minister says we could not do it 
at the PLP because we did not want to deal with cor-
rupt companies, Mr. Speaker! 
 
Some Hon. Members: Ooh! 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: And then, Mr. Speaker, it is 
ironic that the same person that signed the PPP was 
an advocate against them not too long ago! But, Mr. 
Speaker, what is even . . . This is the gift that keeps 
on giving right now, Mr. Speaker, because what really 
gets me (and I have had questions on the street about 
it) is that this is, as I said, the biggest announcement. I 
mean, congratulations for announcing that there is a 
new airport going to be built. But why would it not be 
included in your Throne Speech?  

What is going on? You have secret signings 
of a contract. It is not in your Throne Speech. It is with 
a corrupt company that is known to bribe our political 
officials. Mr. Speaker, this does not look too good. 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Mr. Speaker, point of or-
der. 
 
The Speaker: Yes, Honourable Minister. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Do I have to put my 
jacket on? 
 
An Hon. Member: No. No. No. 
 
[Crosstalk] 
 
The Speaker: On your seat . . . on your own . . . 
 
[Inaudible interjections and laughter] 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Sorry, Mr. Speaker. I was 
just in that seat for so long, I forgot my seat. Mr. 

Speaker, I have travelled 3,500 miles to hear a few 
announcements.  

I just think that one thing I want to say is that 
the Honourable Member is misleading the House on a 
number of fronts. I intend to clear up a lot of that in 
due course. 
 But I want to say one thing, that— 
 
The Speaker: It is not a speech, just a point of order, 
Honourable Member. 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: The point of order is as 
follows: The Honourable Member said that the signing 
was secret. The signing took place in front of televi-
sion cameras. So it could not possibly have been se-
cret. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you. 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: So he is dead wrong. And 
any kind of references— 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you, Honourable Mem-
ber. 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: —to secret signings are 
wrong and false. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. Thank you. 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: All right, Mr. Speaker. I will 
amend what I said, because the Honourable Member 
does have a good point (as he returns to the wrong 
seat again). But, Mr. Speaker, the deal was secret. 
The deal was secret. There was no tendering to local 
companies. No Bermudian company got a chance to 
put in a bid. There was no RFP, Mr. Speaker. So, 
therefore, the deal was secret.  

And what happens, and what makes it very 
troubling, is that this is a symptom of what has gone 
on in dozens, or half a dozen other countries where 
there were found to be corrupt practices going on. So 
if the Minister wants to stand up here and try to de-
fend how he signed with a corrupt company in front of 
the whole nation, that is testicular fortitude at its ut-
most, Mr. Speaker. 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Point of order, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: The Honourable Member 
is misleading the House again. He has gone way off 
the edges. Calling somebody a corrupt company with 
no proof is just not acceptable. 
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The Speaker: Right. Thank you. 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: Mr. Speaker, the proof is in 
the— 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Based on some article in 
a newspaper. 
 
The Speaker: Honourable Member, let me just say 
this: Honourable Member, I think that we cannot take 
. . . You really cannot take an article from a newspa-
per and make that kind of— 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: Okay, Mr. Speaker. I take— 
 
The Speaker: So if you can just be easing off. Just be 
easing off that. 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: I take your lead. If there 
were civil— 
 
The Speaker: Say you were concerned about the way 
that it was done, and it may have been allegations or 
whatever. But certainly you have to be careful in terms 
of that. 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: Mr. Speaker, there are civil 
lawsuits in the Canadian courts and documentation 
proving they have been taken to court and found guilty 
of corruption and bribery. And that is public record. 
 I will move on, Mr. Speaker, because the thing 
is that the OBA plan still puts 86 Bermudian jobs at 
risk. Because the thing is, if we are going to go and 
sign— 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Point of order, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Again, you know, I got 
here late. I was not here when the formal speech was 
made. I notice this thing about 86 jobs being lost. That 
is pure rubbish! 
 
The Speaker: Okay. Thank you. 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: I think that he needs to 
withdraw that. 
 
The Speaker: There are not 86 jobs lost. I accept 
that. 
 Carry on. 
 

Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: Well, Mr. Speaker, that is the 
same thing they said about the Bermuda Tourism Au-
thority. 
 
The Speaker: Honourable Member! Carry on. Carry 
on. 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: Okay. No problem. 
 
[Inaudible interjections and crosstalk] 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: Mr. Speaker, I just really 
wish that this Government would have done their due 
diligence and not done anything to even give the hint, 
the optics, the possibility that there was anything cor-
rupt or anything untoward going on in this country. 
Because this is the research that I have just done, and 
that anybody else could have done. So this means 
that if there is somebody that is doing their research to 
do business in Bermuda, if they stumble across this, 
Mr. Speaker, there is a very strong possibility that they 
might get the wrong impression of what is really going 
on in this country, Mr. Speaker. 
 I am not saying that the OBA is corrupt. I am 
not imputing improper motives by the Minister of Fi-
nance. But there are others that might not think so 
kindly of him because of the actions. The actions are 
symptoms. All right? 
 Mr. Speaker, it is funny that the World Bank—
the World Bank—decided not to do business with this 
company because of their actions. And if there was no 
proof, the World Bank would not cut them off like that, 
would not slap a 10-year ban on them, Mr. Speaker, if 
there was no proof. That is where you have multiple 
other entities. The Canadian Government followed 
what the World Bank did, Mr. Speaker. And the Cana-
dian Government is who they work for. This is a reve-
nue generator for the Canadian Government, but yet 
the Canadian Government had to turn their back on 
them. So that is just their track record. 
 Mr. Speaker, the track record goes on to say 
that they are bribing government officials, banned by 
the World Bank, and deemed to be . . . and, Mr. 
Speaker, I will use the Trinidad and Tobago govern-
ments’ analysis of the company—too corrupt [sic] to 
do business with their Government. That is word for 
word what the Government said of this company, Mr. 
Speaker.  
 So if I am speaking rubbish, then the World 
Bank is speaking rubbish, then the Canadian Gov-
ernment is speaking rubbish, then the Trinidad and 
Tobago government is speaking rubbish; and the only 
person that is saying the right thing is the Honourable 
Minister of Finance. 
 So, Mr. Speaker, then on top of that, once 
again, if the Honourable Member, the Honourable 
Minister of Finance . . . if I am speaking rubbish and 
the Honourable Minister of Finance is in the high and 
dry and is clear and is, you know, purer than Caesar’s 
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wife, then why was this not included in the Throne 
Speech, Mr. Speaker? Why was it not? And please do 
not tell me because the deal was not signed you could 
not put it in there, because that would then go and 
back up what we have been saying all this time, that 
[the Throne Speech] lacks vision. 
 A Throne Speech is about vision. A Throne 
Speech is about giving hope. I have yet to find a Ber-
mudian who is not excited about the fact that we have 
the possibility of getting a new airport. But I have yet 
to find a Bermudian who supports the method of the 
plan they are using to get this. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: The Honourable Sylvan 
Richards says that I do not know the people he 
knows. And that might be true, Mr. Speaker. But if he 
knows people who understand that bribery and cor-
ruption are the way to do business, I do not want to 
know them. All right? Because I do not want to do 
anything that would jeopardise the reputation of this 
country. And when you deal with unscrupulous peo-
ple, no matter how good you are, the way life goes is 
that you are guilty by association. 
 The thing is . . . it is funny that because I am a 
PLP Member, Mr. Speaker, and because of the vile 
things that the other Members on the other side of the 
aisle said about former Premiers, they are going to 
say that is the same thing about me, that I stood for 
that as well. That means that they say that I am guilty 
by association. And if I am guilty by association for the 
past transgressions of this party, or alleged transgres-
sions of this party, then the Government is guilty by 
association for the past transgressions of the Cana-
dian corporation that they signed on national TV with. 
 So, Mr. Speaker, tell me. Does this contract 
. . . And I will leave it up to the Bermudian people. 
Does this contract, does the way that we are doing 
business with this company, the way that we are de-
veloping our airport . . . remember the foundation. If 
your foundation is built on rock and built on the solid 
ground, you have a strong foundation. But if it is built 
on sand? We know what the Good Book says about 
that, a house built on sinking sand. 
 
The Speaker: You have a minute and 30 seconds. 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: Okay.  

Mr. Speaker, the way that the Honourable 
Minister has handled this does not pass the smell test. 
It does not leave a good look on Bermuda because 
they left a black eye on Canada’s government. And 
my thing is this: We have a better way to do it. There 
is a more thorough way, and there is a localised way 
that will allow Bermudians to stand strong, to move 
forward and build this airport together and take over 
the asset that is the most valuable one that we have in 
our arsenal. 

 And they want to take it away, and they have 
given it to another government to handle. They do not 
know everything about what is going on. And if they 
did, that is even worse. And they promised transpar-
ency. Where is the transparency now, if I am the one 
that has to show the country and explain to the coun-
try that they signed with an allegedly corrupt company 
that has a 10-year ban for bribery, corruption, by the 
World Bank? 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
[Desk thumping] 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thanks, Honourable Member. 
 The Chair now recognises the Honourable 
Member from St. George’s . . . 
 
Ms. Nandi Outerbridge: West. 
 
The Speaker: The Honourable Member from St. 
George’s West, constituency 2. 
 It is just . . . You know, all this noise over here 
is disturbing me. 
 
[Laughter] 
 
Ms. Nandi Outerbridge: I understand, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: St. George’s West, constituency 2, MP 
Nandi Outerbridge, you have the floor. 
 
Ms. Nandi Outerbridge: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, we as Bermudians have shown 
that we know how to work together. We have shown it 
over numerous occasions, Mr. Speaker. We have 
helped each other when families were down and peo-
ple’s lives were lost, and funerals. We have worked 
together to help support those families to pay for fu-
nerals. We have worked together when people’s 
houses have burned down in the community. And, 
most recently, we have worked together during the 
tropical storm and the hurricane. 
 But, Mr. Speaker, I am not going to speak 
about the aftermath of the tropical storm or the hurri-
cane or all the great stories that we probably have of 
bringing out chainsaws and helping out our 
neighbours, so on and so forth. I want to speak to the 
Government, the One Bermuda Alliance Government, 
and its efforts and collaboration of working together 
with grocers to help ease the burden on our Bermudi-
ans, Mr. and Mrs. Bermudian, including myself, Mr. 
Speaker. And I am speaking about the 10 per cent 
discount days on Wednesdays. 
 Mr. Speaker, let us be frank. Food prices at 
grocery stores nowadays are high. And trying to feed 
your child all the right foods, the fresh fruits, the fresh 
vegetables, the fresh meats, sounds great to do on a 
regular basis. But those things are expensive. And 
quite frankly, money is tight. We do not have the funds 
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that we used to have to be able to buy those things 
and live in that perfect world of feeding our children 
those great things. 
 You know, not everything is always affordable 
to everyone. So this 10 per cent discount day has 
had, and will continue to have (because it has been 
extended), a big impact on Bermudians. And I just 
want to applaud the Minister and the grocers for being 
able to come together and form this demonstration 
that shows how it is when Government and other enti-
ties work together to be able to alleviate that burden 
on Bermudians, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I also want to encourage other 
companies. On page 5 of the Throne Speech, it [en-
courages the] accounting firms and banks [of the] 
need [for them] to do their part to help ease the cur-
rent financial burden on the community and social 
clubs and things of that sort. I had the opportunity to 
speak with some of the presidents of the sports clubs 
in Bermuda. And one of the things that came out of 
those conversations that actually touched me was the 
fact that some sports clubs find $30,000 a year to pay 
for these mandatory audits, and other ones have to 
pull from young programmes in the sports clubs to be 
able to afford this $30,000 audit fee. 
 So I am appealing that other companies need 
to join the collaboration and get on board and start 
helping out to make your community better for every-
one. So I am appealing to the sports clubs to contact 
the accounting firms and the accounting firms to work 
with them to try and ease that burden of that $30,000 
or whatever the amount may be, to audit their sports 
club. 

Mr. Speaker, I just want to reiterate to the 
grocers that the Government’s plea is for them, obvi-
ously, to extend their 10 per cent discount days 
throughout the year of 2015. We are appreciative that 
they have done it until February, recognising that 
people are going to need help over the holiday sea-
son. And we appreciate that. My grandmother always 
told me, You know what? Half a loaf of bread is better 
than none. But I do hope that they can find it in them-
selves to be able to, you know, extend this for the en-
tire 2015 period. 
 Mr. Speaker, I now want to focus on the de-
velopment of the national youth policy. As a young 
adult, I believe it is awesome for the young people of 
this country to be able to get involved in the collabora-
tion with Government to help bring about a policy that 
brings growth and opportunity to Bermuda. We have a 
lot of smart, educated young adults who can offer 
Bermuda a lot. I think part of the reason that some of 
our young adults do not get engaged in the process is 
because we are just that; we are just a voice. We are 
very solution-driven as young adults. We like to feel 
that our voice is being heard and then acted upon. We 
are not going to do things and engage in a process 
constantly if our voice is not being heard. So I am ap-

pealing to young people to get involved in helping to 
craft this national youth policy.  

The things that I would like to see this national 
youth policy to focus on are all aspects of Bermuda, 
whether it be in sports, health, finance, crime. We 
have heard a lot of fingers being pointed tonight at 
who is to blame for this recent crime. Blame the Gov-
ernor. Blame the Government. We all need to blame 
. . . No. I am appealing to young adults tonight to start 
holding yourselves accountable for our peers’ action. 
 
[Desk thumping] 
 
Ms. Nandi Outerbridge: We need to come together 
as young adults and figure out what it is, and what is 
triggering us. You know, we have grown up with these 
people. These are our peers. We understand how 
their minds work and what some of their frustrations 
are. So my appeal tonight is to the young adults to get 
involved in this policymaking process.  

Ask yourselves, Are you involved in Big 
Brothers and Sisters? Are you involved in the Mirrors 
Programme? Are you, as a young leader, a young 
adult, or a leader in general, setting a greater example 
for these people who are getting in trouble and are 
involved in crime? Are you a great example? Are you 
a good mother? Are you a good father? Ask your-
selves that. 
 And you know what? We need to start focus-
ing on ourselves and less on each other to help create 
a better community for this country. I truly believe that 
this is a great initiative. I support the Minister 100 per 
cent in getting this policy through, and I hope to see 
solutions come out of this, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I now want to turn people’s at-
tention to another policy that affects young adults, par-
ticularly young males and, even more specifically, 
young black males. It is the police caution policy, Mr. 
Speaker. I want to speak about this because I want to 
make it a point to make it known that too many of our 
young men acquire criminal records because of pos-
session of small amounts of marijuana, Mr. Speaker. 
You know what? These possessions are having nega-
tive impacts on these people in their job opportunities. 
Young black males are being stripped of the opportu-
nity to travel abroad. Young black males are being 
stripped of the opportunity to further their education 
overseas, to travel to Disney World with their family, 
Mr. Speaker, because of small mistakes and unfortu-
nate situations that they have landed themselves into 
because of small possessions of marijuana. I think it is 
crazy. 
 I do support this policy 100 per cent. I realise 
that it is not a new policy and that it is only going to 
broaden the policy. I have heard comments from other 
people saying, Oh, it is at the discretion of the police, 
and, How do we trust the police? Well, I am saying 
right here tonight, Mr. Speaker, I have every faith that 
the police in this community will exercise fairness and 
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they will be fair. And they will use that policy in these 
situations, when it comes to handing out these caution 
policies, appropriately. 
 This is not for the typical repeat offenders 
who, in my opinion, are known to the police. And 
those are the ones that maybe the police do not give a 
caution to because they are nuisances. They are re-
peat offenders. This is not a licence for them to be 
able to do whatever they want. This is, to me, for the 
first-time offenders. I believe that it should be for the 
first-time offenders to get the opportunity of not land-
ing themselves in these unfortunate situations, be-
cause some of these situations could be causing the 
frustration of the crime that we are speaking about 
tonight—the frustration of feeling trapped on this Is-
land and not being able to travel because of being 
caught with small [amounts] of marijuana, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I want to turn to page 22 of the 
Throne Speech. It speaks on co-parenting. I am not 
going to dive deep into the Children Amendment Act 
2014 tonight, because I am hopeful, God willing, that I 
am able to debate it next week. But, Mr. Speaker, I 
hope that everyone in this Chamber can support this. 
All too often, we have . . . And I have seen it. Some of 
my peers equate money to time spent. And it starts 
out about the child, but after they do not get their way, 
it does not become about the child anymore. People 
seem to lose track of what really matters, Mr. 
Speaker. As a parent who co-parents and has seen 
the maturity and the healthy environment that it cre-
ates for my child, I should hope that everybody en-
courages this Children Amendment Act 2014. 
 Lastly, Mr. Speaker, I want to turn my 
thoughts over to creating the permanent Hall of Fame. 
As a former athlete myself (not a hall-of-famer, but a 
former athlete), I understand the passion that it takes 
to become an athlete. I understand the sacrifices that 
you have to make when you are an athlete in Ber-
muda, because you are not paid to be an athlete in 
Bermuda. You are sacrificing your own finances, your 
own time. You are training after work. You are training 
after school. These are sacrifices that these athletes 
have the passion to make. 
 They should be honoured. We should be able 
to go to a Hall of Fame building and be able to learn 
about these athletes, or these legends, these sports 
legends, the contributions that they have made to our 
country. And also, I think it is a perfect opportunity for 
some of our young people to be engaged in the con-
versation that we have about our sports legends. I 
think it is crazy that when we talk about people like 
Troy Darrell and Clarence Hill and Alma Hunt and 
Troy Douglas, that some of our young people do not 
even know who these people are, but can name every 
English premier league player on a Chelsea . . . We 
need to start having— 
 
[Inaudible interjections and laughter] 

Ms. Nandi Outerbridge: I am a Chelsea fan. 
 We need to start having pride in our country, 
Mr. Speaker. And you know what? My plea is for this 
to happen. I am excited to see that this Hall of Fame 
building [is going] to happen. 
 Mr. Speaker, I want to end on the note that we 
as Bermudians need to work together. We need to 
support the recovery; we really do. I heard Oh-noes, 
but we really do need to support the recovery. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Ms. Nandi Outerbridge: Oh, I am sorry, sorry. Hum-
ble apologies. 
 Mr. Speaker, the only way forward is if we 
work together. We cannot continue to talk and preach 
about working together and not set the example right 
here in the House of Assembly week in and week out. 
We cannot say respect and then not respect. We have 
to work together, and that is my plea to the House of 
Assembly, to Bermudians and to everybody going 
forward, Mr. Speaker. Thank you. 
 
[Desk thumping] 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. Thank you very much, 
Honourable Member. 
 The Chair now recognises the Honourable 
Member from Southampton East, constituency (are 
you 29 or 30, Honourable Member?) . . . 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: [Constituency] 29. 
 
The Speaker: [Constituency] 29. 

MP Zane De Silva, you have the floor. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Thank you, thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. The great constituency 29 it is. 
 Mr. Speaker, my own honourable colleague, 
Michael Scott, said with regard to the Throne Speech, 
that he was looking for some breath of life. The Hon-
ourable Member Wayne Furbert talked about vision. 
And vision is, I guess, a word that will be used much 
in the next couple of weeks, Mr. Speaker. 
 But the Honourable Member, Mr. Grant Gib-
bons, said, You cannot eat vision, if you recall, Mr. 
Speaker. And I sort of agree with the Honourable 
Member, Dr. Gibbons, because there are many peo-
ple in Bermuda probably saying the same thing about 
the OBA as we sit here tonight. Because you might 
remember, Mr. Speaker, back in December 2012 the 
OBA had a vision too. And they laid it out in front of all 
the people of Bermuda. And what was high on that list 
of their vision was jobs, jobs, jobs and more jobs, Mr. 
Speaker. Vote for jobs. That was their vision, Mr. 
Speaker, the OBA’s vision. 
 Mr. Speaker, at the time there were about 
3,000 people unemployed when the election was 
called—3,000. I remember seeing those red signs all 
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over the Island—Jobs, jobs, jobs, Mr. Speaker. And, 
Mr. Speaker, almost two years have passed and we 
are now probably reaching 2,000 or more on top of 
the 3,000 then jobs that have been lost. So we are 
probably up in the range of 5,000 people in terms of 
jobs, Mr. Speaker. 
 So when Dr. Gibbons says you cannot eat 
vision, I agree with him. Tell that to the people in Ber-
muda who do not have any work, who were promised. 
And, Mr. Speaker, the people of this country prior to 
the election were not promised 2,000 jobs in five 
years like they say, after the election. They gave all 
indications that 2,000 jobs were going to come fast 
and furious. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Point of order, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: The Honourable Member 
is misleading the House. Clearly stated in the plat-
form, 2,000 jobs over the next five years—clearly 
stated. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. Thank you for that. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Mr. Speaker, the Honour-
able Member who just took his seat can say what he 
had in his platform all he likes. But that platform came 
out long after we were told that 2,000 jobs were going 
to come and they were going to come quick. So I 
stand by my statement, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, you know, if you have 5,000 
people out of work, and the Honourable Member, Mr. 
Crockwell, just got and up and told us that, Well, we 
said over five years. Well, two years have passed. So 
that now means 5,000 in three. I would like to know 
what that vision is of the OBA and, in particular, Dr. 
Grant Gibbons, when he says, You can’t eat a vision. 
And he is absolutely correct. You cannot. 
 Mr. Speaker, we hear, and do not always hear 
of the businesses that have shut down this year alone. 
I understand, Mr. Speaker, that United Airlines are 
shutting down in a couple of weeks. There are another 
seven to ten Bermudians going to be out of work. So 
here we go. 
 
[Crosstalk] 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Now, we will get into some 
of the airline arrivals and the promises made about 
that in a minute, too. 
 Mr. Speaker, earlier on today, Dr. Gibbons 
and the Honourable and Learned Member Shawn 
Crockwell— 

The Speaker: Honourable Member, we have to get 
back to calling the Minister or the constituency num-
ber, not the names. If we can stay away from that, 
then it is less emotional. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Okay. All right, Mr. 
Speaker. I will certainly do my best, with your guid-
ance, as usual. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Mr. Speaker, earlier, the 
Minister of Tourism and the Minister of Education and 
Economic Development, said repetitively, early on, 
that the Progressive Labour Party caused all the fi-
nancial troubles we are currently in. 
 Mr. Speaker, with your indulgence, I will read 
a little excerpt from the Finance Minister’s Budget Re-
ply [2009] (this is the current Finance Minister, Mr. 
Richards): “And in the United States, how the mighty 
have fallen. Century old Wall Street institutions, Bear 
Stearns and Lehman Brothers, disappeared into the 
night, the latter with the most devastating effect on 
global financial confidence. Even bigger titans were 
teetering on collapse, like Merrill Lynch and Citigroup. 
To have these fail was unthinkable, yet they were on 
the brink. Then, almost out of the blue it was AIG, a 
company so close and familiar to all Bermudians; to 
be so hugely vulnerable that Uncle Sam himself had 
to step into the breach and nationalize it too.”  

So, Mr. Speaker, did the Progressive Labour 
Party cause that, too? Did we cause that, Mr. 
Speaker? Did the Progressive Labour Party cause the 
almost demise of the Bank of Butterfield?  

Do you remember that, Mr. Speaker? There 
are many people in this country and Bermuda  . . . 
now listen to me carefully. There were people in Ber-
muda, Mr. Speaker, who lost hundreds of millions of 
dollars. Our Bermudian people lost hundreds of mil-
lions of dollars when the Bank of Butterfield almost 
collapsed. They have not got it back. And I will not say 
what my colleague Walter Roban said today. They 
were ticked. And they are still ticked today, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 But do we hear anything about the managers 
of the Bank of Butterfield at that time? Do we hear 
anything about the hundreds of millions of dollars that 
were lost by the shareholders, Mr. Speaker? Was that 
the Progressive Labour Party, Mr. Speaker? Did we 
bring down Lehman Brothers? Did we bring down the 
Bank of Butterfield? No. 
 In fact, the Progressive Labour Party, Mr. 
Speaker, saved, if you recall, about 800 jobs by bail-
ing out the Bank of Butterfield. That is what we did, 
Mr. Speaker. But, you know, you will not hear the 
people, you will not hear those shareholders. Can you 
imagine if those managers and directors, Mr. Speaker, 
in that bank just had a little bit of Progressive Labour 
Party blood in them? You would have heard it. You 
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would have been hearing it today. But you do not hear 
a peep. Millions—not thousands, Mr. Speaker—
millions of dollars. That is what they lost—millions. 
 So, Mr. Speaker, when the OBA talks about . . 
.  and they will continue, because that is what they will 
do—talk about the Progressive Labour Party until the 
cows come home. And they will talk about what we 
have done to the country. But, Mr. Speaker, we did 
not ruin Greece. We did not ruin France. We did not 
ruin Portugal. We did not ruin Ireland. We certainly did 
not do Merrill Lynch, Mr. Speaker. And I can assure 
you, had we not had that world economic financial 
crash, we would have continued on the boom that we 
were on in 2008. 
 The best times, most profitable times during in 
our country was between 1998 and 2008. Let anybody 
that owns a business challenge me on that! The most 
profitable, the highest number of employed people we 
ever had in our history, under a Progressive Labour 
Party Government. 
 You could talk about all this hogwash all you 
want about how the Progressive Labour Party mis-
managed this and mismanaged that. We were not 
running the world, Mr. Speaker. And a lot of those 
companies that are bigger than Bermuda, companies 
bigger than Bermuda are gone. Countries that are 
hanging on the brink . . . Yes, we have a deficit, Mr. 
Speaker. But I talked about bad debt and good debt 
before. And I am not afraid of debt, Mr. Speaker. 
There is good debt and bad debt. 
 If I died today, my children got some prob-
lems. They are going to have some mortgages to deal 
with, yes. But, you know, Mr. Speaker, if I do not die, 
and maybe, just maybe, when I do, they might be 
okay. But you know what I am like, Mr. Speaker. I still 
have got problems. Even if I last another 25 years, I 
am going to have problems because that is how I roll. 
But the thing is, Mr. Speaker, when you are taking 
care of your people, I am not afraid of debt. 
 Do we have to make some changes because 
circumstances change? Yes, we do. Yes, we do. We 
have got to make some changes. OBA, you have got 
a tough job. You know, if we were Government, we 
would have a tough job. Revenues are not what they 
were in 2006/07. We have a challenge. Any govern-
ment that was running this country today would have 
a challenge. So we have to deal with it. And we will. 
 But, Mr. Speaker, let me move into the Throne 
Speech itself. On page 3, and I will quote from right at 
the bottom of the page . . . in fact, before the bullet 
points, you will read this: “Progress in the form of jobs 
and rising incomes will come as economic activity 
picks up; building on the strong body of evidence that 
shows the Island is moving in the right direction. For 
example . . .” 
 Mr. Speaker, go to the last bullet point and 
what really caught my eye: “Interest in hotel develop-
ment has surged . . .” Surged, Mr. Speaker? Surged.  

Surged? That is almost like code word for 
hoodwink, in my eyes, Mr. Speaker. And I will tell you 
why. “Interest in hotel development has surged with 
work underway at” (here it comes, Mr. Speaker) “Pink 
Beach and the Hamilton Princess and with plans in 
progress or under negotiation at Ariel Sands, Mor-
gan’s Point, Grand Atlantic, South Beach and St. 
George’s hotel project.” 
 Mr. Speaker, that looks like a copy-and-paste. 
Looks like copy-and-paste to me. And the Honourable 
Member, the former Attorney General, Mark Pettingill, 
talked earlier, Mr. Speaker, about carrying on with 
PLP initiatives and we should be happy. I am happy, 
Mr. Speaker. Sure, I am happy! But what the OBA 
fails to realise is that every time they make this an-
nouncement of carrying on from where we left off, 
they forget to say that. And they try to hoodwink the 
people of Bermuda into thinking that it is their initia-
tives, their work. They are finishing off our work, Mr. 
Speaker. And I give them credit for that. Give them 
credit for it. 
 Mr. Speaker, let us move on to page 5. The 
Honourable Member, Ms. [Outerbridge], talked about 
the grocers. 
 
The Speaker: Honourable Member from St. George’s 
West. 
 
[Crosstalk] 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Yes. St. George’s West.  
 Mr. Speaker, the grocers have agreed to ex-
tend the discounts period—that is great—to Febru-
ary 15, the day after Valentine’s Day. That is sweet. 
And the OBA are hoping that they will continue on 
throughout the year, Mr. Speaker. 
 Now, Mr. Speaker, I am okay with that. In fact, 
that is great. But has anyone in the OBA sat down and 
talked to the grocery stores about some type of regu-
lation, some kind of proof? How do we know that a 
can of beans that eight months ago was four dollars is 
not seven dollars today? How do we know that, Mr. 
Speaker? So I hope, with all my heart I hope, that the 
grocery stores that are doing this are doing the right 
thing. I would like to see or hear from the OBA about 
what they are doing to keep an eye on that. I would 
really like to know if they are even having a conversa-
tion. 
 Because, Mr. Speaker, one of the things that I 
learned from a prominent businessman in my younger 
years was a little bit about salesmanship and retail. 
He asked me to come in on a Sunday. He said, Lis-
ten. Can you work this Sunday? I said, Sure, boss, no 
problem. (I was 14 years old, Mr. Speaker.) I said, 
Yeah, I can come in Sunday, no problem. He said, 
Well, look. This is what we will do. Here you go. He 
gave me a big (I will call it) a big box of goods. He 
said, Now, here you go. All I want you to do is change 
these prices. I said, Okay. No problem, boss. I’ll do it. 
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 Monday morning in the paper, Big sale on! 
20 per cent off! Now, Mr. Speaker, when you take 
20 per cent off those prices that I took up on Sunday, 
you are getting the same thing. 
 
[Laughter] 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: But, Mr. Speaker, all I am 
saying is are we keeping watch? And I hope that the 
grocery stores are honest brokers. Because there are 
some people . . . Mr. Speaker, I am sure that you 
have travelled around. I pass by the grocery stores on 
Wednesdays. I pass by them on Mondays, Tuesdays, 
Thursdays and Fridays, every day, a couple of times a 
day, Mr. Speaker. And those parking lots are never 
empty. I have yet to see a parking lot empty in a gro-
cery store, Mr. Speaker. And if you go up Lindo’s or 
you pass by Lindo’s, 10 [minutes] after 7:00, on a 
Wednesday morning, cars are in the lot, Mr. Speaker. 
And you go by there later on in the evening, and she 
is still packed, Mr. Speaker. 
 And our people . . . Mr. Speaker, I tell you 
what. My daughter is one of them. She does her 
shopping on Wednesday. She says, Hey, look, 
Daddy. That bag of groceries, that makes a big differ-
ence to me, you know. I say, All right. Okay, daughter. 
No problem. So I hope that our grocery stores . . . I 
would like to think they are. But I would hope that the 
OBA are going to have a conversation about that, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 Now, Mr. Speaker, on page 7 (here we go 
again top of page 7), “In the hotel sector, a ground-
swell of investor interest in new developments is 
translating into job and career opportunities for Ber-
mudians.” Mr. Speaker, groundswell of? Maybe these 
guys are keeping that secret, too, Mr. Speaker, and I 
hope they are. I hope it is a groundswell, Mr. Speaker. 
And I also hope that the development surges like they 
say on page 3. I hope they are really keeping it under 
hat like they did the airport. I really do, Mr. Speaker. If 
you are going to keep secrets from us and this coun-
try, and all of a sudden the Premier and the Finance 
Minister stand up and say, Listen, Bermuda, we just 
signed another $300 million deal, and next week we 
sign another $200 million deal. 
 
An Hon. Member: What are you talking about? 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Well, I just hope it is not 
with all crooked guys. Mr. Speaker. I really hope that 
because I think that my colleague, the Honourable 
Member, Mr. Lawrence, certainly articulated that very 
well earlier. So I hope, Mr. Speaker, we are not going 
that way. 
 But, Mr. Speaker, I cannot help . . . It is a 
trend with the OBA. It is this trickery! The trickery with 
words! It is the trickery that I do not like, Mr. Speaker. 
And it is like, you know, look . . . “Groundbreaking is 
set to take place next week at Ariel Sands.” Mr. 

Speaker, how can you have a groundbreaking and 
you do not break ground? You do not have any plans. 
You make this big announcement. 
 Now, I know Michael Douglas. I think we all 
know Michael Douglas. And, Mr. Speaker, Ariel Sands 
was well underway under the Progressive Labour 
Party Government. Do not get me wrong, but when 
you say, We are having a groundbreaking that is set 
to take place next week, and then we do not break 
ground, maybe I am missing it, Mr. Speaker. Maybe I 
just do not get it. 
 And, Mr. Speaker, they go on also to say in 
the second paragraph that, after this groundbreaking 
takes place, “$85 million cottage colony . . .” which we 
do not know if it is 10 rooms or 100 rooms. We just do 
not know, Mr. Speaker. There is nothing on file. So it 
says this development is going to create between 50 
and 70 jobs. Well, just like the OBA talked about us 
saying, Where are the details? in our Throne Speech, 
Mr. Speaker . . . where are the details? When are 
these 50–70 jobs coming?  

If they do not have any plans up at planning 
yet, Mr. Speaker, when are they coming? A year, two, 
three? They have only got three years left. So when 
are these jobs coming, Mr. Speaker? It is good to put 
these things in a document. But when is it coming? 
 Mr. Speaker, I would like to turn your attention 
to page 10, the second paragraph. Again, these are 
words, Mr. Speaker, that sometimes one must take a 
little deeper look at. “In the meantime, the Govern-
ment’s Public Bodies Reform Act will be deferred . . .” 
Hold it! “should collaborative efforts continue to 
achieve budget reduction targets.” 
 Now, so, Mr. Speaker, if the collaborative ef-
forts do not continue, is that a threat to the people of 
this country? I would like someone from the OBA to 
address that. Is that a threat? If we do not have col-
laborative effort . . . And what is that collaborative ef-
fort, 10 per cent, 15 per cent, 20 per cent, another 
furlough day? What is the effort that they are referring 
to? And if you do not, if you are not collaborative, that 
means that Public Bodies Reform Act is coming in; we 
are going to take some action. Because we know that 
they can take action without much notice. One thing, 
they have a history of that, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I also hope that the Premier of 
the country can explain page 13 with regard to these 
work permit holders receiving pedlar’s licences. 
 
The Speaker: Page 13? 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Page 13, second-to-last 
paragraph, Mr. Speaker, work permit holders receiv-
ing pedlar’s licence. 

Mr. Speaker, that has got to be a mistake. I 
cannot believe for a moment that, here we are, our 
people, some of them, Mr. Speaker . . . call them off. 
Rubber Tree. You will be familiar, Mr. Speaker, with 
the junction of South Shore, you know, down the East 
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End, we have down in St. George’s. You have a lot of 
people, Mr. Speaker, that peddle. Up here at Palmetto 
Road, you go up there on a weekend. Mr. Speaker. 
So what? We are going to allow work permit holders 
to do this? 
 This has got to be a mistake, has to be a mis-
take, Mr. Speaker. I mean, how much more are we 
going to stamp on our people? For some of our peo-
ple that are selling their wares on the side of the 
street, Mr. Speaker, that is a nice little income for 
them. Go talk to the guys on Palmetto Road, junction 
of South Shore. 

Mr. Speaker, that has got to be a mistake. I 
mean, that along with the children of work permit 
holders are going to pack groceries, that idea. Had we 
not made noise, Mr. Speaker, you would have proba-
bly had that going on. You know, some of these chil-
dren make $50–$100 on a night, Mr. Speaker, pack-
ing groceries. You know how that helps mama and 
daddy, grandma? OBA, get out of town on that one. 
Leave town. Leave town. 
 Mr. Speaker, page 17, “Bermuda must con-
tinue to be a society that protects its most vulnerable.” 
Hmph! Increase in FutureCare fees. Mr. Speaker, 
since they took Government, increases in licence fees 
for our seniors. You might remember the Honourable 
Member Trevor Moniz shut off the water at Dockyard. 
Oh, very caring, very caring. What does it say? Let us 
not forget, Mr. Speaker, let us not forget. 
 You know how many people struggled with 
scholarships with our children this year, Mr. Speaker? 
I tell you what. That taking away of scholarships hurt a 
lot of people, Mr. Speaker. And I think many people in 
this House know one particular lady who appealed to 
all of us—a single mother with three, could not get her 
son back to school. No one in the Government—no 
one—no one helped her! Single mother of three, 
working her tail off day and night; [working] during the 
day, hustling at night, cooking, chefing, cleaning 
houses. No one on that side helped her. I tell you 
what, if I was sitting in Cabinet, we would have found 
it, Mr. Speaker. We would have found it. 
 
An Hon. Member: Who was it? 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Ask your Premier. He will 
tell you who it was. 
 
An Hon. Member: I am asking you. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: No, you ask your Premier 
who it was. Yes, yes. 
 Okay, Mr. Speaker, I talked about copy-and-
paste earlier, and I know my colleague, Shadow Min-
ister of Health, Kim Wilson, will certainly have some-
thing to say about that. But, Mr. Speaker, the Ber-
muda Health Plan. Now, Mr. Speaker, you will know 

that with the PLP’s initiative the National Health Plan . 
. . I wore that on my back. I knew that thing inside out, 
Mr. Speaker. Many, many, many hours, Mr. Speaker, 
on that National Health Plan. 
 The sad thing is, Mr. Speaker, we had 72 
people and six task groups that worked their butts off 
trying to pull that together. And you know what, Mr. 
Speaker? I have to say I caused some stick from my 
side. How come we do not have . . . you know, where 
are all our representatives on these task groups? I 
said, Look, you know, we have ABIR, we have ABIC, 
we have Chamber of Commerce. We had Employers 
Council. We had doctors. We had health providers. 
Mr. Speaker, we had a good group. We had several of 
our people from this side. But we caught stick be-
cause it seemed to be weighted the other way. 
 But, Mr. Speaker, I will tell you what. If you 
look at this whole paragraph on the Bermuda Health 
Plan, and you look at the National Health Plan . . . 
huh? Mr. Speaker, you talk about a copy-and-paste 
and twist and turn. Again, I put this all down to trick-
ery. We wasted, Mr. Speaker, two years of a lot of 
people’s hard work, because you know what? I think 
Minister Gordon-Pamplin at the time was the Minister 
of Health, and she shelved that. But you know what? 
Health care costs—and Dr. Gibbons will certainly, cer-
tainly verify it—are not going down (are they, Doc?). 
No, sir. They continue to rise, Mr. Speaker, 8 per cent 
to 10 per cent per year—8 per cent to 10 per cent per 
year. 
 Mr. Speaker, I said it a couple of years ago, 
and I will say it again. If we do not get this under grips 
we will be up to $1 billion a year. In fact, the late Hon-
ourable Member, Mrs. Jackson, always used to say 
that. She did. She said, Look! If we are not careful, it 
is going to be up to $1 billion! She used to say next 
year, but she was off by about three or four years. I 
used to correct her; but I tell you what, that time is 
getting close, Mr. Speaker. We are over $800 million a 
year. At 10 per cent a year, it does not take a rocket 
scientist to figure it out. 
 Mr. Speaker, page 21, they talk about, “The 
Government believes decision-making has a better 
chance to succeed when it is informed by the views 
and interests of the people affected by the decisions.” 
Well, the OBA’s track record is poor, Mr. Speaker, 
when it comes to . . . You know, I cannot believe 
some of the things they have put in this document. I 
really cannot. And when Michael Scott said that he 
was looking for a breath of life, and you had the Hon-
ourable Member Wayne Furbert, who said it had no 
vision. “The Government believes decision-making 
has a better chance to succeed when it is informed by 
the views and interests of the people affected by the 
decisions.” 
  Let me run off a couple, Mr. Speaker: Lamb-
Foggo, FutureCare fees, pedlar’s licence—did they 
talk to any of the pedlars?—gaming, Public Bodies 
Reform Act, Mr. Speaker, the airport. This document 
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is, like my colleagues have said, probably one of the 
worst we have ever seen—certainly one of the worst I 
have seen since I have been here, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, how much time do I have left? 
 
The Speaker: About a minute and 16 seconds. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: A minute and 62 seconds. 
 
The Speaker: Sixteen. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: A minute and 16 seconds. 
 Okay, Mr. Speaker, I know that the Minister of 
Tourism will get on his feet in a minute. And I would 
like him to explain to me about the drop in air arrivals, 
Mr. Speaker—5.5 per cent. Mr. Speaker, January 31st 
this year, the CEO that makes $300,000, $400,000, 
$500,000, $800,000 . . . I mean, we do not know how 
much he makes a year because we have not been 
told yet. Transparency and accountability, and we are 
going to let the people of this country know what we 
are doing, Mr. Speaker. He quoted, he said, “Bermuda 
can expect improvements in tourism within the next 
three to six months.” That is from the CEO, Mr. 
Speaker. That was a promise. You can expect it. 
 Well, if I am paying somebody $800,000 or 
$500,000 (I do not know what the number is, Mr. 
Speaker, because the Minister will not tell us) . . . if I 
am paying somebody that much, Mr. Speaker, and 
they have had these poor results in this first year, you 
know what will happen, Mr. Speaker, to CEOs? They 
get cracking. Mr. Speaker, you will know; you play 
football. What happens if the team takes a lot of licks, 
Mr. Speaker? Does the striker go? Does the goal-
keeper go? Who goes first? The coach goes. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member De 
Silva. 
 The Chair now recognises the Honourable 
Minister of Tourism and Transport, the Minister from 
constituency 31, the learned Member, MP Crockwell, 
you have the floor. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Yes, thank you and good 
evening, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Good evening. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Mr. Speaker, the Throne 
Speech of the Government was drafted with the back-
drop predicated on what was characterised by the 
Governor as the actual twin storms that we recently 
endured in Bermuda. And you will see that theme 
about how we had to come together as a people to 
overcome. And some, including my honourable col-
league, are still overcoming the impact of those 
storms. 

 That was juxtaposed on the metaphorical 
economic storm that is highlighted in the Throne 
Speech. Mr. Speaker, that is a storm. You know, we 
have a history. People all around the world watched 
Bermuda have a miraculous recovery after back-to-
back storms. I mean, it felt like a hurricane, but tropi-
cal storm Fay came on the eve of our last PGA Grand 
Slam event, came on the Friday. And we had that 
event on Monday, people working overtime, volun-
teers up at Port Royal making sure that that course 
was in immaculate condition for a PGA event. 
 And then the next weekend, we had Hurricane 
Gonzalo, and we had the Argo Gold Cup the following 
week! And still we were able to pull that off, because 
the people came together. Homeowners that were 
hosting these individuals coming to Bermuda found a 
way to get their homes in shape to be able to host and 
take care of the participants. And people all around 
the world marvelled as to how quickly we got open for 
business again. And for whatever reason—and I know 
we in this Honourable House have congratulated all 
the various organisations and individuals, and I echo 
those sentiments—we have learned how to do that. 
 I remember right after both storms, I was out-
side with my neighbour, who is a PLP member, a for-
mer PLP MP. We were out there cutting trees, work-
ing hard together, making sure that we did what we 
had to do. You know, getting water for one another, 
sharing a generator. That is what we did after the 
storm. 
 We have developed this ability to recover well. 
But there is something different about this metaphori-
cal economic storm and the magnitude of the head-
winds that we have to encounter in trying to weather 
the storm. And the major headwind, Mr. Speaker, is 
our rising national debt, which provides the foundation 
of every single policy that this Government has to 
come up with! It is the albatross around our neck that I 
have not heard one Member from the Opposition talk 
about tonight—not one. Talked about all sorts of other 
things, allegations about companies and you name it. 
But no one has gotten up and talked about the real 
issue, the substratum of every legislative initiative, 
which is the national debt. 
 Mr. Speaker, if we want to look at the Throne 
Speech (I am going to speak very quickly to some of 
the comments made by the Honourable Member who 
just took his seat), but if you at page 2 of the Throne 
Speech, you will see that “Government deficits in the 
past two fiscal years added nearly $600 million to the 
national debt.” I have said it before, it is trite account-
ing. We cannot start dealing with the national debt 
until we deal with the deficit. We have year after year . 
. . we are adding $300 million, thereabouts, to the 
debt because that is our running deficit. Yet, we want 
to do all these visionary things, and no one knows 
how much it is going to cost. Well, this Government 
has a job to do, and that is we have to govern within 
our financial constraints, Mr. Speaker. 
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 Interest on the debt this year totals $113.5 
million, with debt service charges costing an average 
of $447,000 a day—a day, Mr. Speaker. And yet, the 
Honourable Member that just took his seat said, you 
know, Debt is good. Well, some debt is good. Well, 
this debt is not good, Mr. Speaker. This debt is what is 
strangling this country—$447,000 a day. I wonder 
how many scholarships we could have given away for 
that, on a daily basis, Mr. Speaker! If that Honourable 
Member who just took his seat wants to know why we 
have to reduce scholarships, it is because we ran out 
of money—because of the mismanagement, whether 
it was post-2008 or not! 
 But, you know what is interesting? The Hon-
ourable Member was saying, Well, was the PLP re-
sponsible for the demise of the Lehman Brothers and 
the difficulties of AIG? And he went on and talked 
about the country of Greece. Was that the PLP’s 
fault? Well, I give them credit. Of course not! We all 
know that was not the PLP’s fault. But you know what, 
Mr. Speaker? In a couple of weeks (I hope sooner 
rather than later) we will look at what was the PLP’s 
fault, Mr. Speaker. 
 
Some Hon. Members: Yeah! 
 
[Desk thumping] 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: We are going to get a 
chance to debate some of the things that the PLP 
did—mismanagement! Have a read, Mr. Speaker! It 
was tabled this morning. Have a read when we see 
something that was supposed to cost $4 million ended 
up costing $20 million! That is mismanagement! 
 
An Hon. Member: Whoa! 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: And, you know, it is so 
funny, Mr. Speaker. We heard time and time . . . We 
hear all sorts of allegations around here.  

I remember a time when a certain Leader in 
this Honourable Chamber said, Well, if you mention 
the word ‘corruption,’ we are all going to leave. Well, 
they love throwing corruption all around now. That is 
their favourite word—but never one scintilla of evi-
dence to support any corruption. Well, I am going to 
say, Have a read! 
 
[Laughter] 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Everybody go home to-
night . . . No, might be too late. Tomorrow morning 
with your coffee, have a read, Mr. Speaker! This is 
evidence. This is fact, Mr. Speaker, right here, right 
here. And guess what? You have to pay when it is. 

 So, Mr. Speaker, at the end of the day, Have 
a read! This is fact! I am not here making any fictitious 
allegations. Have a read!  
 So we will get to that in a few weeks, Mr. 
Speaker. But the Government strategy is very clear. 
We have a two-track strategy: One is to grow the 
economy; two, while imposing discipline on the public 
purse. We have been clear. This is the way that this 
Government believes we can get the country back on 
track. We just cannot do it with revenues alone. And 
there is no revenue magic wand, Mr. Speaker. That is 
going to take time. It is going to take ingenuity. [It is 
not] just about coming here and saying, Well, let’s do 
seabed mining. You just cannot do seabed mining 
overnight. We have to be able to come up with realis-
tic proposals going forward. 
 We believe that if we can revitalise tourism in 
this country, revitalise business and international 
business in this country, then we can start putting the 
country on the right track. 
 And you know what? If you look at pages 3 
and 4, Mr. Speaker, you will see that we are on the 
right track. The Honourable Member, Dr. Gibbons, 
already enumerated the numerous examples of where 
we are on the right track. 
 I also thought it was interesting that the Hon-
ourable Member that just took his seat skipped over 
the first five bullet points and went to the hotel devel-
opment, which I think, Mr. Speaker, we have seen 
some fantastic developments as it relates to building 
new hotels in Bermuda. But he did not talk about the 
fact that we had an increase by almost 1 per cent in 
2013, the first growth in five years. We are on the right 
track. 
 New insurance company registrations for 
2013, a remarkable 72 per cent increase! On the right 
track. A 16 per cent growth in international company 
registrations. The value of new construction start-ups, 
[up] more than 25 per cent, and the number of build-
ing permit applications in 2014, to date, 30 per cent 
more than 2013. Facts, Mr. Speaker. We are on the 
right track. It is not going to happen overnight. It takes 
a lot of work. But the proof, Mr. Speaker, is here. 
 All I am saying is the Honourable and Learned 
Member, Mr. Pettingill, highlighted many initiatives 
that he thought were laudable in the Reply. But, you 
know, I do not expect the Opposition to come here 
and support everything that the Government does, but 
you cannot deny the facts. And if you look on page 6 
you will see, Mr. Speaker, “. . . with the first half of the 
current fiscal year showing a 6% reduction in spend-
ing and a 1.1% rise in revenue.” So, we are seeing 
our two-track strategy working. We are reducing our 
expenses, and we are increasing the revenues. 
 Now, I would love for those numbers to be 
higher, love to be having more revenues, and we 
would love to find a way to reduce the expenses. But 
we have learned that it is going to be tough, probably 
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tougher than we anticipated. But we are on the right 
track. 
 Mr. Speaker, we have heard a lot about 2,000 
jobs. Then we heard this fictitious number tonight of 
5,000—just picked out of the sky! Now it is 5,000 jobs. 
But, you know, Mr. Speaker, I give the Opposition 
credit for the fact that, particularly the Fairmont Hamil-
ton project was announced under their administration. 
I recall it was the Honourable Member Wayne Furbert. 
And as a Minister who is involved in these types of 
projects, there is a lot of work to get to the announce-
ment. So I tip my hat off to my friend. 
 The real work is after the announcement. But 
you have got to get the announcement first. That is 
first. So, yes, they got that started. But the real work, 
negotiation, is coming up with the right balance, com-
ing up with the proper incentives and concessions to 
ensure that—and permission. 
 
An Hon. Member: It is not hard. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Well, the Honourable 
Member said it was not hard, but it did not happen. It 
did not happen. It did not happen, Mr. Speaker. 
 
An Hon. Member: No. They never did anything. 
  
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: So all I am saying is, we 
took the baton. We took the baton. There was an an-
nouncement. And now we made sure it happened. 
 And you know what? The developers on that 
project have said publicly they have a project in Lon-
don right now—I think it is almost two years [to] the 
announcement to trying to get the project going. From 
when the One Bermuda Alliance became the Gov-
ernment, and we set up the Economic Development 
Committee and began this process with Fairmont 
Hamilton—one year, and construction has started. 
They said that they had never experienced that be-
fore. We are trying to expedite the process even 
more. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: I am giving my Honour-
able Member a bone, and he is still trying to fight me 
here. 
 
[Laughter] 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: You worked hard to get 
the announcement. We worked hard to get it going! 
And it is a $90 million project. That is going to create 
jobs for—has created jobs for—Bermudians. The first 
phase created 250 jobs under the OBA watch! Cre-
ated 250 jobs! Phase two is going to produce almost 
the same amount, or maybe slightly more, another 
250-plus jobs. 
 

[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: No, 250, okay? We know 
what is going on over here, Mr. Speaker. Another 250 
jobs in phase two to when it closes in late next year. 
Okay? 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Read the Throne 
Speech. 
 Mr. Speaker, then 115 permanent jobs there-
after. We are close to 700 jobs right there, Cousin—
700 jobs right there. Okay? 
 Then we talk about Ariel Sands. Well, I know 
that the Members on the other side did not like the 
fact that there was a wonderful display down there at 
Ariel Sands, and Michael Douglas came out with all 
that confidence— 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Point of order, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: The Honourable Member is 
misleading the House, Mr. Speaker. We never said . . 
. and the Honourable Member knows when he said 
that we did not like that announcement, Mr. Speaker. I 
was one that came out with a press statement saying 
that I was very glad to see it happen and I wished 
everybody the most success. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you. Thank you, thank 
you, Honourable Member. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: I will apologise to the 
Honourable Member for that. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: But if you were listening 
tonight at the variety of speakers that got up and were 
throwing all sorts of dark clouds over this, you would 
wonder, Mr. Speaker, if they really did support it. 
 But you know what, Mr. Speaker? Michael 
Douglas said we are going to go. Michael Douglas 
said he wants to get this done within a few years. And 
I am not going to doubt his intentions. And we look 
forward to getting that project going, and that will cre-
ate another 70 jobs. 
 Pink Beach creating 80 to 100 jobs, and will 
create almost 40 full-time jobs. And we are working 
hard to get the St. George’s tourism site going. 
 You know, sometimes you do not know how 
things work until you are in the seat. And it has been 
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difficult. It is not easy. That is why, when you look in 
the Throne Speech, you will see that we have stated 
that we have to do a complete overhaul of the Hotel 
Concessions Act. I believe, ultimately, we are going to 
have to have a complete new Act, something akin to 
an Incentives Act, if we want to get new development 
here on a consistent basis. 
 Mr. Speaker, for many years as a jurisdiction, 
we have been way behind. And kudos to the Hotel 
Concessions Act. The former administration put that 
in. That was a start. But we are way behind. Other 
jurisdictions have far better and far more attractive 
incentives to get development. We need to have a 
relook at it. We need to come up with something that 
will make it fiscally attractive for these developers to 
come here and invest their money. So that is what we 
plan to do. 
 Mr. Speaker, time and time again, I hear the 
other side talk about how this is a Government that 
has no compassion. And it bothers me. It bothers me, 
Mr. Speaker, because, you know, I sit down in the 
coffee room with my cousin over there, my friend over 
there, my learned friend, and we sit down and we talk. 
And I do not believe that anyone in this Chamber can 
say with their hand over their heart that we do not 
care about Bermudians. Nobody in this Chamber.  

It is disingenuous to allege that people on this 
side of the House do not want to see the mother with 
three children have scholarship money for her child. 
Like we do not want that to happen. It is disingenuous 
that they are over there acting like we do not care 
about our fellow citizens. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Point of order, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Your point of order? 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Mr. Speaker, the Honour-
able Member is misleading the House. 
 
The Speaker: How? 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Because when he says 
that those Members do not care, the Honourable Min-
isters of the Government, he talked about the scholar-
ship and the lady with the one child— 
 
The Speaker: I think, Honourable Member, I think— 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: He received that e-mail, 
Mr. Speaker. What he should have done was answer 
the e-mail! That is a caring Minister! 
 
The Speaker: Thanks. Thanks, Honourable Member. 
Please take your seat. 

Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Mr. Speaker, on page 2— 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Answer the e-mail! He 
does not care! 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
The Speaker: Honourable Member!  
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: I will show, Mr. Speaker, 
where this Government shows compassion.  

On page 2 it says, “Economic hardship is 
widely felt, with Government this year setting aside an 
unprecedented $46.9 million in financial assistance to 
help people in need.” That is a caring Government.  

On page 5, “The Government has strength-
ened and expanded the network of support to meet 
people’s needs, including financial assistance, busi-
ness skills training and loan support for small busi-
nesses and unemployed Bermudians turning to entre-
preneurial endeavours.” That is a caring Government. 
 On page 12, Mr. Speaker, “. . . 46 small busi-
nesses with loan guarantees of [$2.2 million], enabling 
a further [$6.5 million] in bank financing approvals”—a 
caring Government.  

On page 19, “The Bermuda Health Council, 
as the responsible arm for ensuring health insurance 
is provided to employees, will have its Act amended to 
give it the authority to publish the names of employers 
who fail to provide such coverage.” It is a caring Gov-
ernment, Mr. Speaker. 
 Well, Mr. Speaker, we would love to give it all 
away. We would love to buy groceries for everybody! I 
would love for my friend, the Honourable Glen Smith, 
to give away cars. We would love for the Government 
. . . I mean, we would just love to do it. Of course, we 
would. But you have got to be responsible. And the 
fact of the matter is, Mr. Speaker, the condition that 
we are in means that we are operating under serious 
financial constraints—serious financial constraints. 
 People talk about, Well, you know, some debt 
is good. Let us get more debt to give to our people. 
Well, what the Honourable Member fails to under-
stand is if we do not get our debt situation under con-
trol there will be serious consequences for this coun-
try. That is the fact! Serious consequences for the 
country. So, unfortunately, we cannot be the give-
away Government.  
 Now, we have heard quite a bit. It would be 
remiss of me if I did not talk about tourism. Mr. 
Speaker, I will go to the Reply on page 7. I am going 
to get in a lot in two minutes. On page 7 it states, “De-
spite millions of dollars spent with little political over-
sight and less accountability, the Bermuda Tourism 
Authority has failed to get the results we were all hop-
ing it would achieve.” 
 First of all, let me deal with the issue of mil-
lions of dollars. The Honourable Member, Mr. Brown, 
got up and talked about how we are giving all the 
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money to the Tourism Authority. I just find it amazing 
how the Opposition just comes up with all of these 
fanciful phrases, like they just rewrite history, rewrite 
the facts! This is the least amount of money ever in-
vested in tourism in our history! In 2007 and 2008, the 
former Government spent $40.3 million on tourism—
$40.3 million! In 2010/11, they spent $38.1 million! We 
are spending $24 million, and all I hear is complaint. 
The PLP spent— 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: He is quoting from a book. What is the 
point, Honourable Member? 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: The Honourable Member, he 
may be quoting, but it is quoted inaccurately. What he 
has done is . . .  

Listen to what I am saying. You will under-
stand. It is a point of order.  

He is missing health; that is the first thing. 
What he is quoting is— 
 
The Speaker: Be quick, put it in there. Come on, be-
cause you are taking the Honourable Member’s time. 
 
[Crosstalk] 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Mr. Speaker, I am trying to 
be quicker, but I had so many disruptions. 
 The Honourable Member is quoting the— 
 
The Speaker: If you are not quicker, you are going to 
have to sit down. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: But, Mr. Speaker, I do not 
understand. Are there any rules that tell me [how fast] 
I can speak? 
 
The Speaker: You are not making sense to me. I do 
not hear you, Honourable Member. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: I am trying to get it across, 
Mr. Speaker. But I have the right to speak, correct? 
 
The Speaker: Of course you do. But let us move on. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Do not speed me up. I can 
take as long as I want. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: It is my time! 
 
[Laughter] 
 
The Speaker: Honourable Member, Honourable 
Member, yes, please. If you do not get to the point, 
you are going to take your seat. 

Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Mr. Speaker, I am trying to. I 
am trying to. Right? But I have the right to speak. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: You are using my time! 
 
The Speaker: Honourable Member— 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: What I am saying to you is 
this, to the Honourable Member, is this: The money 
that was given to the Tourism Authority was “X” 
amount of dollars, but excludes the amount that be-
longs to the other department, which you have . . . 
Yes, you do, Shawn. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you. 
 Carry on, Honourable Member. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: In 2007/08, a $40.3 mil-
lion was attributed, Head 33, to Tourism Expenses. 
Very simple. Tourism Expenses, not Headquarters, 
nothing else—Tourism Expenses. In 2010/11, 
Head 33 (look at your Budget Book), Tourism Ex-
penses, $38.1 million. This is the least amount of 
money we have ever spent on tourism. 
 I thank you, Opposition, for expecting in less 
than a year the turnaround. But that is not realistic, 
Mr. Speaker. It is not realistic.  
 
[Inaudible interjections and crosstalk] 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Mr. Speaker, it is going to 
take time. And we are going to give the Tourism Au-
thority time to turn it around. And, yes, in the third 
quarter, there was a drop. We know what happened in 
the third quarter, Mr. Speaker. It just happened a cou-
ple of weeks ago. Okay? We had back-to-back major 
storms, Mr. Speaker. 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Point of order, Mr. Speaker. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Mr. E. David Burt: The Honourable Member is mis-
leading the House. The storms were in the fourth 
quarter, not in the third. 
 
Some Hon. Members: Ooh! 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Mr. Speaker, the storms 
have had an impact on arrivals to Bermuda, and indi-
viduals who were planning to come here did not come 
because of the impending storms. 
 But, Mr. Speaker, this happens all the time 
with tourism. One thing about tourism, little things—
little things—can have an impact on arrivals. I believe, 
Mr. Speaker, that we have a dynamic team at the 
Tourism Authority, which is 90 per cent Bermudian. 
So every time they want to get up and want to bash 
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the Tourism Authority, they are bashing Bermudians, 
Mr. Speaker—every time. They want to pick on the 
CEO, that is fine. But 90 per cent of those individuals 
working hard day and night at the Tourism Authority 
are dedicated Bermudians who are maligned on a 
regular basis by the PLP! 
 But we support the BTA [Bermuda Tourism 
Authority]. We believe the importance of getting tour-
ism back on track. We certainly know it did not get 
back on track in the 14 years under the PLP’s admini-
stration, despite the platinum period. And we know 
that it is going to be difficult. I agree with someone 
who said that it is about product development as well 
as bringing in hotel development and marketing. 
 But, Mr. Speaker, it is going to take time. And 
we will give the Tourism Authority the support it 
needs, and we will certainly give it the time it de-
serves. 
 Mr. Speaker, we have heard about this thing, 
airlines. And this is not the first time that the Opposi-
tion Leader has raised, Why are we not attracting air-
lines from the Latin American region? It is just not that 
simple, Mr. Speaker. We looked into it. First of all, the 
airline industry right now is a very competitive indus-
try. And airlines can make a great deal of revenue 
travelling to the Caribbean during the winter months. 
We all know that. In order for us to have airlines flying 
to Bermuda on a regular basis during the winter 
months, they have to be getting close to 80 per cent 
or more in their load factor, Mr. Speaker. That is the 
threshold. It used to be much lower; it is not that any-
more. 
 So if they are not seeing a regular 80 to 
85 per cent load factor coming to Bermuda, they are 
not going to come during the winter months. And if we 
are going to ensure that they come, that means we 
have to pay out minimum revenue guarantees. We 
simply cannot afford it. The Government is broke. 
 Now, in order for us to incentivise a direct 
flight from Panama City to Bermuda, it will invariably 
require a substantial MRG, because they will not have 
the numbers when that flight first starts. The Honour-
able Member who works for an airline knows that 
when an airlines goes into a new jurisdiction, the first 
couple of years they need to build up that awareness. 
And then after a couple of years, you might see that 
load factor rise up. 
 So in the first couple of years, they expect that 
jurisdiction to help subsidise their revenues, and then 
they will come. We do not have the money, Mr. 
Speaker, to do that. And what we are doing right now 
is we are looking at changing some schedules from 
the Miami route to Bermuda because we all know that 
Miami is one of the gateways to that region. So we are 
going to take a look at how we can change the time 
when those flights come to Bermuda, to help attract 
individuals coming from that region. If that bears fruit, 
then we will look at possibly trying to open up that op-
portunity even further.  

 But you just cannot come and say, Go get 
airlift from Latin America. It is just not that simple. That 
is the difference between what the Honourable Mem-
ber is talking about, a visionary Throne Speech. Well, 
we can get up here and say all sorts of wonderful 
things that we would love to do. But when you are the 
Government, you have got to tell the country what you 
are capable of doing, Mr. Speaker. 
 Because we would love to engender hope. 
But there is nothing worse than false hope, Mr. 
Speaker! Nothing worse. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Well, we got 700 in two 
years, Mr. Speaker. That is a fact. 
 
An Hon. Member: Where is it? 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: I gave it to you earlier. 
Look at Hansard. 
 
The Speaker: You have got a minute and 20 sec-
onds. 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: Mr. Speaker, we are on 
the right track. We are working hard, and we are work-
ing hard in difficult times, Mr. Speaker—probably the 
most difficult times that this country has ever experi-
enced in our history from an economic perspective. 
And it would be good, it would be to the betterment of 
the country, if we can all work together.  

We come up here every week and we say, 
We should all work together. And you know what, Mr. 
Speaker? Even after that wonderful Prayer Breakfast 
this morning, where my cousin gave that great prayer 
(I was going to go to church on Sunday, Cousin, after 
that prayer) . . . 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Shawn G. Crockwell: And we come up here, 
and it is the same old same old. And that is unfortu-
nate. 
 But you know what, Mr. Speaker? I have con-
fidence in my Premier. I have confidence in this Cabi-
net. And I have confidence in this Government that we 
will continue to turn this country around. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
[Desk thumping] 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 The Chair will recognise the Honourable 
Member from Hamilton Parish, constituency 5. MP D. 
V. Burgess, you have the floor. 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
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 Mr. Speaker, the Throne Speech (and it has 
been said already) was the longest in recent history. 
You know, when I look at Proverbs, it says, The more 
talk, the less truth. But we can go on from there. I just 
hope that is not the case. 
 Mr. Speaker, what concerns me, and sort of 
annoys me, is that they mentioned Nelson Mandela in 
their opening remarks. And that is fine. You want to 
herald and celebrate Nelson Mandela. Nelson Man-
dela spent 27 years in prison. The former UBP, now a 
branch of the OBA (all the same) never once—never 
once—supported the fight to get Nelson Mandela out 
of prison. In fact, they supported apartheid. They 
would not denounce it, along with the UK Govern-
ment. So, to come and want to celebrate Nelson, I 
think it is almost an insult. It makes a mockery, right? 
 Mr. Speaker, let me say that on the gang vio-
lence (and I will be very brief, because I have got to 
be true to the Word), in 2008 the then-Premier, Dr. 
Brown, went to the Governor and wanted to bring in 
some assistance from the USA, and was told no, to 
deal with the gang violence. That is when we were in 
the early stages of gangs. 
 You know what is ironic about that? The 
Prime Minster of England, Mr. Cameron, when he 
came into power, said, I am going to the United States 
to get some assistance with gang violence. It is almost 
like it reminds me when the late Honourable Austin 
Thomas was in this House. I am sure you can re-
member, Mr. Speaker, when he warned the Govern-
ment of Bermuda about the atrocities of drugs, and 
they paid him no mind. And if they had paid Austin 
Thomas some attention and did something about it 
then, we would not have the drug problem to the ex-
tent that we have it today, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, the OBA, on page 4, used the 
words “faith, collaboration and trust” in six lines, nine 
times. And I do not want to be here, but I ask myself, 
How can you trust any group of people when they did 
what they did on gaming, the referendum? Term lim-
its? The PRCs? They have been contrary to what they 
said they were going to do. Because I think Govern-
ment has got to be about cooperation. 
 And then I want to touch on just a little bit 
about the airport MOU that was signed by the Hon-
ourable Minister of Finance. You know, the Throne 
Speech was read two days earlier. This is a very im-
portant thing and was not in the Throne Speech. I find 
that a bit strange that something that major was not in 
the Throne Speech. 
 Also, with the reports [found when] you 
Google about this company that the MOU was signed 
with, and all that about corruption and different things, 
it concerns me. And what concerns me even more is 
because that information, it is not private. The Royal 
Gazette are privy to this here, but would not print it. 
 Now, had that been this Government (the PLP 
Government), boy, they would have had it all over the 

pages. This Government is signing MOUs with a cor-
rupt company, and everything else. 
 But the problem that we are having in this 
country is when one segment of the population does 
something it is okay; and when another segment does 
the same thing it is not okay. That is the problem we 
must overcome if we are going to better relationships 
in this country. It cannot be good for just one and not 
the other, because a lot of the things that the present 
Government is doing are not that different from us. 
But it is not okay. 
 Now, Mr. Speaker, the segment of the popula-
tion that has been most negatively affected by the 
policies of the OBA is the senior citizens. Mr. Speaker, 
they said on page 3, if I just can read just a little bit, a 
little excerpt, it said, “. . . improve the quality of life for 
all Bermudians.” Well, when you have frozen the pen-
sions of the seniors . . . And do not get me wrong. I 
know we have to do something. We have to cut back 
on our expenses. But since the last [COLA], cost of 
living adjustment, the cost of living has gone up 
roughly about 7 per cent. Now, I am not suggesting 
that the seniors should get all 7 per cent, but they 
should get some increase. 
 Mr. Speaker, seniors under this Government 
now have to pay 10 per cent more for hospital care, 
the services that they get at the hospital. They have 
got to pay more for licences. And I am told that now 
they have to pay for passports. Mr. Speaker, you 
know, we are not really enhancing the life of our sen-
iors; we are doing the opposite. In fact, Mr. Speaker, 
in the question-and-answer period this morning, the 
Government has got 78 less employees than they had 
the year before, up until August 31st, 2014. And I am 
assuming now that those 78 people are the people 
that hit the age of 65 and have been sent home. 
 Mr. Speaker, every country has been having 
problems with sustaining their pensions. Most coun-
tries are raising the age of retirement, because (I have 
said it here before, I guess I have got to say it again 
for people to understand it and believe it) when the 
age of 65, the retirement age, was set, it was way 
back probably in the late 1940s, when the life expec-
tancy of people was probably around 63. Now, in fact, 
a survey was done in the United States not so long 
ago that people 65 can live 25–30 years more. We are 
living longer. But the 65-year-old rate has not been 
changed, the retirement rate. So if you keep paying at 
that rate, because right now people are going to be in 
retirement longer, you have got to pay more. So coun-
tries are increasing.  
 If I could read this excerpt from the Washing-
ton Post, Mr. Speaker, that was printed . . . No, in fact, 
it came from the Washington Post to the Royal Ga-
zette, January the 17th last year. It says that the Busi-
ness Roundtable, which represents chief executives 
of major US companies, proposed shoring up Social 
Security and Medicare by raising the eligibility age 
without increasing taxes on income. And they said 
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they regrettably raised the retirement age to 70 from 
67. 

 In the United States now, as you know, it is 
67. But we are down here in Bermuda . . . and it did 
not only happen under the present Government, you 
know. It happened under us, the PLP, too. But we are 
sending people home at 65. A wealth of knowledge, 
we are sending home to do nothing, Mr. Speaker. And 
I would urge the Government, if you want to save 
some money, look at that. Look at it. Consult with the 
TUC first of all. Consult with them, because, you 
know, they are down there. I know the BPSU have 
done international studies on the sustainability of our 
pension. And they have some ideas, based on, you 
know, the information they have. 
 Mr. Speaker, I am surprised I did not see in 
this Throne Speech some public access to parks and 
beaches for the seniors. I know we did it during our 
period in Government at the Clearwater, and another 
was on the way. But our seniors and the disabled 
should be able to enjoy the beach just like you and I 
and anyone else have access to a park. So I would 
urge, urge the Government to address that issue with 
seniors. Also, Mr. Speaker— 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Yes, I know what it is. 
That is why I am asking to address it at the appropri-
ate time. 
 Mr. Speaker, also, the grants to seniors’ rest 
homes were cut. And some of those homes are not in 
great shape. In fact, I am a little annoyed at the Gov-
ernment because there are still some rules and regu-
lations in accordance with the 2001 [Residential Care 
and Nursing Homes] Act that are still being violated. 
Mr. Speaker, every home should have a dietician, as 
per the Act, on staff. But when you hear about meals 
of a slice of bread cut in half with a hot dog for lunch, 
and the other half hot dog for dinner, no dietician is 
going to prescribe that. We are asked for that. 
 We are seeing some treatment. I am not really 
giving anything secret; this has been before written, 
been in press statements, written to the Minister, spo-
ken to the Minister about this here. But it seems like 
all the complaints that have been made just fall on 
deaf ears. Oh, you don’t know what you’re talking 
about. You know, when you can get the family com-
plaining about one of the relatives in a rest home, 
nursing home, with a black toenail, who kept com-
plaining until they had to take him, they took him to 
the hospital. And what do you think happened? They 
had to amputate. Yes. 
 You know, at one rest home, for two months, 
cold water. The Regulations are quite clear even 
about the water, the temperature of the water. Some 
homes in the summer do not put on the air condi-
tioner. That is in the Regulations. They must have 
proper ventilation. 

 But when we brought these to the attention of 
those who are responsible for them, really nothing has 
been done. We have suggested an independent 
group of people who could go around and do spot-
checks. But they will tell you they are doing spot-
checks. If they were doing spot-checks, Mr. Speaker, 
some of the . . . I mean, I showed some pictures to the 
Minister of a patient’s bedsore that the family com-
plained about. They went to the National Office and 
complained, even went to the police. The police went 
to the National Office, and they told them the doctor 
said they will move him. 
 Anyhow, what happened, Mr. Speaker, is that 
a charity moved this patient to another facility. What 
they found out was that there was malnutrition, dehy-
dration, and the wound needed serious medical care. 
The patient is still living—thank God for that—and has 
improved. But that home is still operating. And I am 
not here advocating that we should close down 
homes; I am not there. What I am saying is make 
them conform to the Regulations that they are gov-
erned by. 
 Mr. Speaker, this age discrimination must 
stop. It has got to stop. Age discrimination in the 
workplace . . . Also, age discrimination in insurance 
companies based on the cost of a premium, because 
if someone under 65 went to get an insurance, private 
insurance, it would cost them far less than if some-
body 65-plus went to the insurance company. 
 And you know what puzzles me about that, 
Mr. Speaker, is that these folks, the seniors, people 
over 65, quite a bit of it is paid by the Government. If 
they are 75-plus, 10 per cent more is paid by the 
Government. But their premium is much higher. The 
other thing, Mr. Speaker, we did a press statement. 
And if I can just relate an excerpt from the press 
statement, it says, “The Government’s reluctance to 
assist directly with elder care puts a time bomb in the 
community right now. Dementia and Alzheimer’s dis-
ease alone are becoming unseen national epidemics. 
In the US and Canada, one in eleven persons now 
suffer from the disease. In just five years, more is ex-
pected, and this number will rise by 50 per cent. The 
UK costs of dealing with Alzheimer’s disease alone is 
$34 billion a year” (you can convert that to pounds) 
“. . . more than the cost of cancer and heart disease 
together.”  
 Mr. Speaker, if it is happening in those coun-
tries, it can happen to us. We need training in this 
country to deal with these diseases. Because many 
times, with somebody with dementia, families are 
struggling to deal with it. So between here and there, 
the hospital does not want them, the family cannot 
handle it, and the rest homes cannot handle it. And 
some of the nursing homes are not equipped to han-
dle it, particularly if you get aggressive dementia, be-
cause there is such, [because] they need special 
treatment more than the one who is not so aggres-
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sive. And we have not done anything about it, Mr. 
Speaker. So we have to deal with it. 
 Mr. Speaker, let me thank the Premier for cor-
recting the situation on Tuesday about the veterans’ 
relatives marching. I really believe that he did not 
know that was going on. I really believe that. But there 
is another part to it, which has not been brought to his 
attention. The laying of wreaths at the memorial. This 
is the memorial where everybody’s name is. That 
normally happens at the Cenotaph. Those wreaths 
were laid before the parade started. Before it started! 
And the decision was made by a civil servant. So I 
know, I am sure, positive. And I am not trying to butter 
him up. I am sure the Premier, if he had known, would 
not have allowed that. So I am asking him to correct 
that situation also. 
 Mr. Speaker, we are happy about the hotel 
development. We are glad. I like the positive com-
ments that are made there. But, you know, we were 
criticised for things that were out of our control. And I 
am not going to be critical of the Government because 
of the experience that we had. We had people on the 
hook to develop St. George’s Club Med property, you 
know, and they have someone on the hook. And I 
hope that this can materialise. We are glad about Ariel 
Sands. We are hoping that Morgan’s Point can get 
moving, because we need that. 
 The other one is the one in Hamilton. Be-
cause if we were to get the America’s Cup, you know, 
we cannot accommodate them as far as hotels. And I 
understand that talks have been held already with 
cruise ships. And if this is a positive for the country, 
then let it be. 
 Now, Mr. Speaker, the Throne Speech talked 
about employers not paying health insurance, some of 
them not even paying the social insurance. They de-
duct it from the employee but are not paying it. Now, it 
is okay to say, we are going to introduce legislation, 
that we are going to name and shame these people. 
That does not help. It may help a little bit. But they 
need to be penalised. That is stealing! When you take 
money from employees, and I know of cases where 
people have gone 65 and went in to get social insur-
ance, and they are told that, Ain’t no benefits. Nobody 
has been paying for you for the last 15 years. And 
nobody has been locked up for that! 
 You know, to me, that is criminal. When you 
take these people’s money and they think they are 
going to benefit [from it] at the age 65, and there is 
nothing there, we need to do more than shame these 
people by naming them. I would urge the Government 
to take some serious action against these people. It is 
like with the collection of monies owed to Govern-
ment. The Government addressed it in the 2013 
Throne Speech, what they are going to do. Well, obvi-
ously, they did not do anything, because they are go-
ing to address it again.  
 Mr. Speaker, in the Throne Speech they said 
they have got about $47 million for social assistance, 

just $46.9, or $47 [million] for the social assistance. 
But they have not said anything about the financial 
assistance they are giving to businesses. I can guar-
antee you, Mr. Speaker, that the assistance that they 
are giving to businesses is more than double what 
they are giving to our citizens. That is the number we 
want to hear. How much are you giving to busi-
nesses? 
 Because, Mr. Speaker, this latest Act that we 
put in (should have been stopped) to retailers, worth 
over $30 million a year. There are no criteria for it. 
Now, if you, or anyone, were to go get assistance 
from Financial Assistance, we have got to fill this pa-
per out and go through all this criteria. That is not so 
for the businesses. They just get it like that! So, why is 
it difficult for one segment of the population and not 
the other? Why does one segment of the population 
have to pay for this debt? It is only the Government 
employees that are really on the furlough day. They 
cannot pay for the whole debt. The whole country 
benefitted from our heyday. 
 In fact, I see one report in the paper from Pe-
ter Everson. He says (and I am paraphrasing) that the 
policy of the PLP for the last 10 years was a lag on 
the economy. So 10 years, that is 2004. We were 
booming in 2008, up until the end. So to me, when 
you make statements like that, with the position this 
fellow held in the community, it is only political. It is 
irresponsible; it is not factual. He of all people should 
know better. But, hey, that is what they do. 
 Mr. Speaker, this immigration situation with 
musicians. I really believe that the Minister responsi-
ble is really trying to cause some unrest in this coun-
try. Mr. Speaker, let me go back a little bit on that. You 
know, it was in February of, I believe 2012, or 2013, 
that I had a meeting with the Minister. And he told me 
that he was going to put in place the ability for children 
of work permit holders to work without a permit during 
the summer. And I said, Well, if you do that, you will 
have whole lot of young folks in the streets. Well, he 
pulled back on it—not based on me, probably based 
on somebody in the party must have told him, Are you 
crazy? And he pulled back. 
 Now he wants to give pedlar’s licences to 
work permit holders. So they have a work permit to 
work wherever and a licence to operate a business. 
You know, if you see all these folks have a pedlar’s 
licence, besides Bermudians, what do you think is 
going to happen, Mr. Speaker, during these rough 
times? You can cause unrest. What this fellow is do-
ing is going to cause some unrest in this country.  

I am going to ask for this Government to re-
move him, or talk to him and get him straight, because 
this is some serious business. And I am telling you, 
people are getting annoyed at what this fellow is do-
ing—giving PRC status because a court said so—
when they could have come here with us and fixed it. 
But they will blame the PLP, Oh, it was drafted . . . But 
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they will not be able to blame the PLP. The PLP does 
not draft laws. The laws are drafted by civil servants. 
 
[Inaudible interjection]  
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: And I am not blaming 
the civil servants. As Bob Richards said, Well, blame 
the civil servants. That Honourable Member should 
not even say that because, you know, he has come 
up and said some derogatory things about civil ser-
vants.  
 
An Hon. Member: They are responsible. 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Yes, but . . . I am 
sorry, Bob. My apologies. They are responsible for the 
statement that . . . They are responsible. We are not 
the lawyers.  
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Oh, he is saying, we 
are. The Government’s responsible. Okay, well, I was 
right then. He has said some things about civil ser-
vants, negatively. But it is okay for him to say it, and it 
is not okay for us to say it. And that is what I call about 
these two different segments of the population. 
 Now, let us get back to the musicians, Mr. 
Speaker. What do you think that is going to cost? Are 
you just going to bring in people willy-nilly, and our 
Bermudian entertainers are not working? Mr. Speaker, 
talking about reform of the immigration policy, there 
was a job available in Bermuda. Two well-qualified 
Bermudians applied for this job in a hotel—golf. Two 
well-qualified Bermudians. They were not even given 
the courtesy of a personal interview. And, Mr. 
Speaker, they got a permit to bring in a guest worker.  

Are we working in the interest of Bermudians 
when you have two Bermudians who have been 
away, not only with the university education, but the 
experience? Many years experience. One of them 
even ran the Grand Slam, a PGA event. Both quali-
fied, and you bring in somebody from overseas. That 
cannot be tolerated. That is what this Government has 
got somebody up in their department doing.  
 If they are looking for unrest . . . we are trying 
to save this country from unrest, because, you know, 
in difficult times—difficult times like this here, when 
people are applying for jobs that they have the qualifi-
cations and the experience, and you are bringing in 
somebody, you think that does not hurt? They have 
done all that is required—got educated, got the ex-
perience. And they have done all this here, and can-
not even get the job. That cannot, cannot . . . not even 
an interview, Mr. Speaker. That cannot continue. 
 Mr. Speaker, the Government talks about our 
young people are the future. They are correct about 
that, absolutely correct about that. I know my learned 
friend, Mr. Crockwell, talked about, Hey, we did not 

have any money for scholarships. He may have been 
right, or he may not. I say he is . . . I can prove that 
(not prove) . . . I have got a different take on it. The 
reason why I say that is because the work at Heritage 
Wharf, this Government, the OBA Government, spent 
over $400,000 to rent equipment that was available in 
Bermuda. The $400,000 was not for the rental of the 
equipment, you know. It was to transport it in and out 
of Bermuda. The rent on the equipment was another 
$2 million. 
 That money, I am sure we could have saved 
at least $500,000 there. That is a nice little chunk for 
some children to go to school. That is where we could 
have saved money. We have not heard anything 
about any audit report, any special audit on the almost 
$30 million that was spent up there. And when this 
Government, the OBA Government, says, Well, it is 
going to be 75 per cent Bermudians up there and 
25 per cent foreign, when that was never so. In fact, it 
was 60 per cent foreign and 40 per cent Bermudian. 
But that is okay. 
 
An Hon. Member: No special report. 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: No special audit re-
port!  

And if you look at the work that was done up 
there, I guess it is first-class work. But it was a lot of 
money for a little bit of work. But you will not get any 
special report on that, because one thing, in this coun-
try, it depends on who is doing the work. Because, 
you know, when Michael Douglas was friendly with us, 
he did not look so well to another segment of the 
community, because he was friendly with us. 
 
An Hon. Member: Ah, come on. 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: They are saying, 
Come on!  

I know what I am talking about; I was there.  
But now, he has always looked good to me, 

regardless of whom he was associated with. He can 
be friendly with my cousin Crockwell. I am okay with 
that. Or with Michael Scott, it is okay with me, be-
cause he is a human. He is Bermudian. And he brings 
investment to the country. So we are all happy. I do 
not care who comes in here and makes an invest-
ment, whether they like me or not. The main thing is 
that Bermuda benefits from it. That is where we want 
to go, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: You have got a minute and 49 sec-
onds. 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Okay. Just one other 
thing, Mr. Speaker. 

I would just suggest to the Minister of Plan-
ning, particularly with the roofs that were damaged in 
the hurricane, that if they can consider for all new de-
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velopments to put SKB roofs on our houses, because 
the only flaw that we have in our houses is our roof, 
because it just sits on there. SKB roof is certainly a 
better roof. It is a strong roof, and you can go sleep 
nights knowing that it is not going to blow off like the 
Bermuda roof. If they can really consider that, we 
would ask that, also, solar heat for water heaters, to 
save on some fossil fuel. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 The Chair will now recognise the Honourable 
Member, Junior Minister of Home Affairs from Hamil-
ton South, constituency 7. The Honourable Sylvan 
Richards, you have the floor. 
 
Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, before I get into my words and 
thoughts about our Throne Speech, I need to make 
some corrections. I have been listening very intently to 
some of the comments coming from the other side. 
And I think I could provide some clarity for the Opposi-
tion, particularly where it mentions on page 13 of our 
Throne Speech about work permit holders receiving 
pedlar licences.  
 When I read this paragraph, I was shocked, 
too. I asked some questions, and I have gotten a re-
sponse. It is worded poorly, I must say. But the intent 
is that work permit holders will not receive pedlar’s 
licences. If you read it the way it is supposed to be 
read, it kind of makes sense, but it is not clear 
enough. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: I did not write it. I am 
just interpreting. I am just interpreting the intent. So, I 
have heard a number of people. The Opposition 
Leader mentioned it. The intent is not to allow work 
permit holders to have pedlar’s licences. So we can 
move on from that. 
 
[Mrs. Suzann Roberts-Holshouser, Deputy Speaker, 
in the Chair] 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.:  I am going to speak to 
the Chair. And there were some other inaccuracies 
that I will address during my comments. 
 You know, Madam Deputy Speaker, we have 
heard a lot of talk tonight about— 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.: I am a tall guy, and I do 
not want to bend down all night. 

But I heard a lot of talk tonight about vision, 
lack of vision. The Government has no vision. But I 
will say that prior to 2012, I would say probably in 
2010, I had a vision. It was not a very nice vision. It is 
widely known that I work in international business, 
which is basically the main driver for our economy. 
And I work for a local company. Actually, it is an inter-
national business company. It is an exempt company. 
And at that time, the PLP was the Government of the 
day. 
 The vision I had was that unless something 
changed, unless the Government was changed, 
unless the immigration policy of that day was 
changed, Bermuda would be severely impacted. We 
had an Immigration Minister at that time who (and I 
will not call their name, the dearly departed) called it a 
slow-motion train wreck. So when I sit in these Cham-
bers and I hear the Opposition defend their history 
and try to rewrite history, I am automatically taken 
back to 2010—before I had any inkling of being in-
volved in politics in this country. And it is the only rea-
son that I am here today, because the Government 
needed to change. 
 I have had good friends of mine who are PLP 
members and supporters who told me the Govern-
ment needed to change. And they will tell me that they 
are glad that we are the Government of the day. So I 
am not going to make any excuses as to why we sit 
on this side of the aisle. 
 We were elected during a very difficult time. It 
is a very challenging environment. And we have to 
make very, very difficult decisions. The only thing that 
keeps me going at this point is I cannot deal with all 
the negativity that is constantly coming from the other 
side of the aisle. And that is what it is, negativity. You 
know, my 10-year-old daughter is into this character 
Grumpy Cat. And Grumpy Cat has a book. And it is 
kind of funny, because when you read this Grumpy 
Cat book, no matter what good is happening, Grumpy 
Cat always finds the negative side of it. If the sun is 
shining, it is not really shining; it is too bright. But it is 
amusing. But this is what I hear when I listen to the 
Opposition. It is like constant Grumpy Cat. 
 
[Laughter] 
 
Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.:  I am not trying to be 
funny. I am speaking from my heart right now. 
 They try to portray us as an uncaring Gov-
ernment; we do not care about Bermudians. It is ri-
diculous! I am a Bermudian, a proud Bermudian. My 
family is Bermudian. My children are Bermudian. My 
wife is not, but I will not hold it against her. But the 
point is, I lose sleep worrying about my fellow Ber-
mudians. I lose sleep when I get calls in the middle of 
the night and e-mails saying, I need a loan. I am not 
super rich as HSBC, but this is the reality of the times 
that we are living in. 
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 So I take my position here very, very seri-
ously. It is not a joke. We have marches. I feel the 
pain of the people who are marching. They are march-
ing because they are fearful of the future, of their jobs, 
being able to buy groceries for their children and pay 
for their children’s education. That hurts me as a man, 
because I never thought I would see my country in the 
state that it is in now. And it disturbs me greatly when 
the Opposition refuses to take responsibility for us 
being in this position. 
 My good friend, he knows. We talk. We talk 
offline. We have some good chats offline. But it is be-
tween him and me. 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.:  It is between him and 
me. You would be surprised with some of the chats 
that I have offline with Members on that side. Because 
we trust each other. We have known each other for 
years. We have gone primary school together, univer-
sity together. We suffered together. And I respect 
them, and I think they respect me. 
 So, with that being said, I am going to go to 
page 2 of our Throne Speech, which I must say is a 
Throne Speech I am proud to stand behind. We had 
some very vigorous discussions in our caucus about 
this Throne Speech, because I felt that it needed 
some enhancement. And the enhancements were 
made. And now it is a document that I can stand 
proudly behind, because this Throne Speech is well 
balanced, pragmatic, realistic. When you hear the 
leader of one of our unions whom I have gotten to 
know a bit, a very intelligent young man . . . I think he 
has a lot to offer Bermuda. When he comes out pub-
licly and says that this is a balanced Throne Speech, 
a Throne Speech for our time, I believe him. I put all 
credence in what he is saying, because he has no 
vested interest this Government. But he is realistic. 
 So on page 2 of our Throne Speech, it says 
that the Government’s primary aim is to invigorate the 
economy, principally through tourism and international 
business. Why? Because this has the potential to im-
prove lives quicker than other options. It is low-
hanging fruit. When you are hungry and you are in an 
orchard, are you going to go for the fruit at the top of 
the tree, or are you going to go for the fruit that is 
within reach? I think any reasonable person would go 
for the fruit that is within reach. 
 We have a well-established international 
business community here. They are here for a darn 
good reason, because it is profitable. And Bermuda is 
a very nice place to do business. And I can say on 
good authority that they are enjoying their experience 
doing business in Bermuda now more than they were 
before the election. That is an inconvenient truth. You 
do not want to hear it, but it is the truth. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 

Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.:  It is the truth.  
And when you only have one-and-a-half horse 

in town, you had better take care of that horse; other-
wise, you are going to be walking through the desert 
on your own two feet. And I do not want to be walking 
through the desert on my own two feet. 
 But I will say, and I strongly believe, that our 
economy is too narrow. We cannot any longer rely on 
international business and tourism alone. We have to 
have a tourism product, because tourism and interna-
tional business have synergy. They go hand in hand. 
But our economy is not big enough to support us. So 
we need to diversify our economy. So, I enjoy and I 
look forward to hearing the initiatives that the Opposi-
tion put forward to diversify the economy. Now, do I 
think that online gaming and seabed mining are the 
way to go? Maybe. But we need immediate relief right 
now. And that immediate relief is to shore up our in-
ternational business, because they are here, and to 
rejuvenate our tourism product, because we have to. 
We have to. 
 But I am open to legitimate, realistic sugges-
tions from anyone. And I get a lot of people coming to 
me with ideas, and I listen to everybody. But not eve-
rybody’s ideas are good ideas. Some are good ideas, 
but they are not practical. So we have to be practical 
in this time. 
 So, I reiterate. I agree with the Member of 
constituency [17], my good friend MP Walton Brown, 
that we need to diversify our economy. And I am will-
ing to sit down with anyone, and we can have that 
discussion. 
 On page 3 of the Throne Speech, it says that 
social support programmes will continue. Now, I am 
also proud of my good friend, MP Wayne Scott. Under 
his watch an unprecedented $46.9 million, almost $47 
million, in financial assistance has been set aside to 
help people in need. Why? Because we have a re-
sponsibility to help our people in need. It is part of the 
Government’s responsibility to help those who are 
vulnerable. And we will continue to do that to the best 
of our ability, given the financial constraints we have 
because of what we inherited. It is a delicate balance, 
taking care of the most vulnerable while being prudent 
with the country’s finances. 
 Now, I am going to move on to page 5 of our 
Throne Speech. And I am going to address the Hon-
ourable Member from constituency 29, MP Zane De 
Silva, where he mentioned the supermarkets’ 10 per 
cent discount, I believe, if I heard him correctly, he 
was saying that the supermarkets were raising the 
price in order to compensate. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.:  No? He did not say 
that? 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
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Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.:  Okay. Well, I am here 
to clarify that and to let him know that Consumer Af-
fairs has been monitoring this whole process. So he 
does not need to have that query any longer. Okay? 
Consumer Affairs have been monitoring this. They 
have been from beginning to end.  

And I also would like to lend my support that I 
hope that the supermarkets will find it within them-
selves to continue the 10 per cent Wednesday dis-
count through the remainder of 2015. They have 
agreed to do it through Christmas and New Year’s. 
That is great. But people are still hurting, and people 
still need relief. 
 So even if we tweak it some way, because I 
have heard complaints that, you know, people who 
really do not need the discount are going down on 
Wednesdays and buying luxury items like lobster and 
caviar, stuff like that. Now, I am just hearing this an-
ecdotally. So if that is the case, maybe we can take 
those items out of the basket; I do not know. But I do 
believe that, with continued collaboration, we could 
come up with some tweaks to that so that we could 
continue it through 2015. 
 Next, Madam Deputy Speaker, also on 
page 5, “The Government has strengthened and ex-
panded the network of support to meet people’s 
needs, including financial assistance,” which I have 
already touched on, “business skills training and loan 
support for small businesses and unemployed Ber-
mudians” 
 Now, I have to mention the good work that the 
Bermuda Economic Development Corporation, or 
BEDC, is doing. You know, as Junior Minister for 
Home Affairs, I have the privilege of attending their 
events. They have had workshops. They recently had 
Global Entrepreneurship Week. During the summer, 
they did a business camp for kids. And my daughter, 
who is 16 years old, participated in that, and she loved 
it. And I was glad that she took it upon herself to get 
involved, through no prodding of my own. 
 I went and addressed, I guess, their gradua-
tion ceremony that they had a few weeks ago. It was 
just great to be in a room full of young Bermudians, 
male, female, and have them pitch their business 
ideas to us. When I say “us,” us adults who were pre-
sent. Some of these kids have some really, really 
great ideas. I just wish they had that programme when 
I was 15 or 16. But it is there now, under the direction 
of Nick Kempe. It is an excellent programme. And I 
will give credit. If it started under the PLP, that is ex-
cellent. 
 See, what we will do as a Government, if it is 
a good programme, we will continue it because it is a 
good programme. And we will make it better, too. We 
will enhance it and make it better. So, kudos to the 
PLP who started it. It is a worthy, worthy programme. 
 On page 10 of our Throne Speech, it men-
tions that as a Government we are considering a re-
verse mortgage programme for seniors. Now, the Op-

position came up pretty vociferously against a reverse 
mortgage programme. I do not know enough about it, 
to be frank. My good friend Rodney Smith has talked 
about it for years, and he is pretty knowledgeable 
about real estate in Bermuda. 
 So my view is, let us have that discussion. Far 
too often, when an idea is put forward in this country, 
people immediately shoot it down—I am going to start 
calling that the Grumpy Cat syndrome—instead of 
having a discussion. Let us talk about it. Let us talk 
about the pros and the cons, the benefits and the po-
tential liabilities. Let us not just shoot it down as soon 
as it comes out of the box because we maybe do not 
understand it or we just do not want somebody to be 
successful with it. 
 If there is a way that an elderly couple who 
has a house that is paid for, and they have equity in 
that house, Madam Deputy Speaker, can get some 
money out of that house and not just leave it for some 
greedy children, why not? That is right, there are 
some greedy children in Bermuda. Let us be frank. 
There are some children who are hoping their parents 
die so that they can get the house!  
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
 Mr. Sylvan D. Richards, Jr.:  Let us call a spade a 
spade!  
 Now, I am going to page 12. Let us touch on 
immigration policy. My good friend, the MP for con-
stituency 17, MP Walton Brown, spoke some very 
eloquent words earlier this evening about his thoughts 
on the new draft work permit policy that is being 
looked at. As the Junior Minister, I have gone through 
it and reviewed it, and had meetings with my Minister, 
also involved individuals whom I know who work in 
international business and had concerns. We have 
met with the Minister. 
 I must say that the concerns, my initial con-
cerns that I had, have been alleviated. Now, that is not 
to say that others will not have any concerns. But I 
was very, very concerned about some of the new 
work permit initiatives. Because I have been the bene-
ficiary of immigration policy, being a Bermudian work-
ing in international business. And I want to ensure that 
young Bermudians coming behind me who have taken 
the time to invest in their education and their parents 
have spent hard-earned money on their education, 
can come back and get a job in their chosen field. So I 
take this very, very seriously, extremely so. 
 So what I would say is that the draft work 
permit policy is the result of a consultative process 
that has been going on over a year. It is not like the 
Minister just jumped up last week Tuesday and said, 
Okay, this is what we are going to do. He has met with 
the alphabet groups, he has met with the unions, he 
has met with stakeholders. He had done his due dili-
gence. 
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 So, my concerns have been alleviated for a 
number of different reasons. And the feedback that I 
got sitting in these meetings and talking to people who 
had concerns seemed to be primarily with the Ber-
muda Employment Visa programme, the BEV, it is 
called. This draft work permit policy is online for eve-
rybody to read. Anybody can go online, download it 
and read it. Transparency at its best, no secrecy. 
 I will hit on some highlights of the policy. The 
first thing it does is do away with the 10-year work 
permit, which has been on the books for a couple of 
years. It does away with that. Regarding the BEV, the 
concern was what protections would be in place for 
Bermudians in the industry, especially entry-level po-
sitions? Because right now, over the last three years, 
there have not been a lot of entry-level positions in 
international business. There just have not been. So, 
to find that balance, you want to encourage compa-
nies to come here, set up operations here, bring in 
people to run these businesses. But the balance is 
ensuring that qualified Bermudians get the opportuni-
ties. 
 So, in order to qualify for the BEV, only ac-
credited companies will be eligible for the Bermuda 
employment programme. What does that mean? It 
means that there is going to be a process for compa-
nies to qualify for the BEV. And I encourage the Minis-
ter (and it is still a work in progress) to have that bar 
relatively high. Because we want companies who are 
going to set up in Bermuda, that are going to be seri-
ous about hiring, training, developing and promoting 
Bermudians, because it makes sense and it is the 
right thing to do.  
 Cross-training, sending Bermudians abroad to 
work in international offices outside Bermuda, bringing 
them back to Bermuda. That is what this is all about. 
And these companies that qualify, they will be audited 
to review their hiring and training policies. So these 
companies will have to [go through] many steps to be 
able to qualify for this BEV. 
 I have already touched on the Vendors Act. I 
will go to page 17 of our Throne Speech, where it 
says that Government will amend the Criminal Code 
Act 1907 and will outlaw simple possession of child 
pornography. Now, I must admit I was shocked when I 
found out, and I must say it was fairly recently, that 
this is not already an offence, that somebody can 
download child pornography off of the Internet and 
they are not breaking a law. How did this happen? So 
we are going to fix it. 
 And to piggyback on that thought, in my opin-
ion I believe that Bermuda needs a sex offenders reg-
istry that lists convicted sex offenders so that it is 
readily available to the public. Because we all know, if 
we are right-thinking individuals, that anonymity 
breeds these people. And we need to shine the light 
of day on them. 
 Then also on page 17, it references domestic 
abuse. Because of the difficult economic situations 

that a lot of Bermudians and families are finding 
themselves in, there is a lot of stress on the families. 
And it appears to me that there are more and more 
cases in the Royal Gazette, on the evening news 
about domestic abuse. And it needs to be addressed, 
because when a woman is abused, or a man for that 
sake . . . In some cases there are men who are 
abused in this country. It affects the family. Children 
witness this abuse. It scars them for life. 
 There was a 2011 Government health survey 
done that said one in three women in Bermuda were 
affected by domestic abuse. That is an unbelievable 
number. I should not say “unbelievable.” Sadly, it is 
believable. But it is tragic that that many women, 
mothers, daughters, aunts, grandmothers in our coun-
try are being abused by the people closest to them. It 
is unacceptable. 
 So my Government will form a committee to 
review domestic violence in Bermuda with an initial 
focus on protective legislation. I hope that the protec-
tive legislation that comes out of this review is very 
punitive, because there is nothing worse, to me, than 
a man who abuses a woman. That means verbal and 
physical abuse. Let me be clear. A man who abuses a 
woman verbally or physically is a coward. He is not 
even deserving of the title of being called a man. And 
it is too much damage being done in our society be-
cause of domestic abuse, child abuse. Something is 
seriously wrong. So we are going to address it. 
 So with that, Madam Deputy Speaker, I will 
conclude my comments. But I just want to say to the 
people of Bermuda, or anybody who might be listen-
ing tonight who is not out at happy hour or partying on 
a Friday night, that this is a Government that cares. 
We would not be doing this if we did not care. This is 
a difficult walk. And speaking for myself, I have suf-
fered a price for being on this side of the aisle. Rela-
tionships have suffered. But I know I am doing the 
right thing, so I sleep very good at night. 
 And with that, I will take my seat. Thank you, 
Madam Deputy Speaker. 
 
[Desk thumping] 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Member. 
 The Chair recognises the Member from 
Sandys South Central, constituency 34. Ms. Kim N. 
Wilson, learned Member, Shadow Minister of Health, 
you have the floor. 
 
Ms. Kim N. Wilson: Thank you, Madam Deputy 
Speaker. 
 Madam Deputy Speaker, I am going to try to 
roll this back a little bit and speak principally to what I 
thought was the purpose of our being here today, 
which was the Reply to the Throne Speech, which 
was read earlier this morning. And I would also like to, 
with your leave, draw your attention in particular to the 
area that I stand in the capacity of Shadow Minister of 
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Health, and that can be found at page 12 with respect 
to the Reply. 
 Madam Deputy Speaker, it is no secret that 
rising health care cost is of such major importance 
that it must be addressed quickly, urgently, and in a 
bipartisan effort. You will note in our [Reply to the] 
Throne Speech there were comments with respect to 
the need for honest, comprehensive debate from all of 
Bermuda. That means all of us here on either political 
aisle, as well as all of us in Bermuda, because I am 
certain that we will all agree that our rising health care 
costs cannot be sustained, and a plan, a national 
strategy, is absolutely necessary to address that. 
 Now, because of the importance of address-
ing the escalating costs associated with health care, I 
would certainly hope that the Government of the day 
would consider, whilst producing the Bermuda Health 
Plan (which I think is referred to at page 18), taking a 
hard look at the National Health Plan that was pro-
duced in 2011. Addressing high health care costs is 
far too important, Madam Deputy Speaker, to scrap 
two years of hard work that was carried out for the 
production of the 2011 National Health Plan, only to 
start all over. 
 The 2011 Bermuda National Health Plan, 
Madam Deputy Speaker, was developed to address 
equity and sustainability in order to address the long-
standing concerns with the escalating costs of health 
care. And I am reading from the Statement back in 
2011 when it was rolled out, which sounds strikingly 
similar to the comments that I am reading today at 
page 18 on the Throne Speech. 
 The development of the National Health Plan 
of 2011, Madam Deputy Speaker, was completed fol-
lowing public meetings, meetings with health insurers, 
meetings with physicians, presentations to charities, 
meetings with employers and international business, 
and this, coupled with over 44 meetings and presenta-
tions to over 500 stakeholders. In other words, there 
was full public consultation with all stakeholders re-
gardless of their political allegiance, and it was truly 
representative of a bipartisan undertaking. 
 Madam Deputy Speaker, I say all this be-
cause so much work has already gone into the pro-
duction of a health plan. And once again, why do we 
have to reinvent the wheel? Frankly, if the Govern-
ment wants to pick up the 2011 National Health Plan, 
dust it off and run with it, I am not particularly con-
cerned with who gets the credit. Because at the end of 
the day, the ultimate beneficiaries will be the people of 
Bermuda. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Ms. Kim N. Wilson: Madam Deputy Speaker, as I 
canvassed through the streets of Sandys South Cen-
tral, many of my constituents are just a step away 
from losing their own health insurance. Many of my 
constituents and other Bermudians throughout the 

Island do not even have health insurance because 
they cannot afford it. Many mothers who are unem-
ployed do a roll of the dice and forgo medical insur-
ance in the hopes that they will not get sick or need 
any medical attention. Many of these persons will ig-
nore symptoms of poor health because of the lack of 
health insurance.  

Many Bermudians are one serious illness 
away from losing all of their savings. Many Bermudi-
ans are locked into jobs that they do not particularly 
like or they are not enjoying, and they have those jobs 
and they are locked there because they or someone 
in their family has once been sick and they now have 
what is called a pre-existing condition. 
 Now, with this in mind, Madam Deputy 
Speaker, the cost to run and operate the current 
health care system is certainly unsustainable. The 
World Health Organization Constitution enshrines the 
highest attainable standard of health as a fundamental 
right of every human being. We know in many socie-
ties, and Bermuda is no exception, the vulnerable and 
the marginalised groups tend to bear the undue pro-
portion of health problems. This is why I am glad to 
see in the Government’s Throne Speech the same 
commitment that the PLP has previously stated and 
advanced when we were the Government, and that 
being the provision of universal access to basic health 
coverage. 
 Madam Deputy Speaker, many people con-
tend that Government should prioritise prevention. 
Thus, a PLP Government would apply extra money to 
be used in the areas of prevention and education, 
which is outlined in our Reply, and again I refer you to 
page 12. A PLP Government would pay more atten-
tion to health education and preventive measures. 
When we say that prevention is better than a cure, 
that is very, very critical. Because we as a people 
must take steps to take personal responsibility for our 
own individual health. 
 It is always very much better to take precau-
tions against something rather than have to repair that 
thing once the damage has already occurred; hence, 
the focus on prevention, as it starts at page 12. For 
example, Madam Deputy Speaker, one of the major 
illnesses in Bermuda, as well as other industrial na-
tions, [with] which [there are] increasingly high costs 
associated with this particular illness for all health 
care, is obesity. Now, we know that obesity is a pre-
ventable disease. There are so many health risks as-
sociated with obesity, such as high blood pressure, 
diabetes, high cholesterol levels, cancer, infertility, 
back pain. The list goes on and on. And again, obesity 
is certainly a preventable disease. 
 There are other examples where prevention 
and measures of prevention can help reduce health 
costs. So, for example, several life-threatening dis-
eases could be caught through screenings by women 
attending the OB/GYN visits. Cervical cancer, for ex-
ample, is just one of those that can be caught by a 

Bermuda House of Assembly 



110 14 November 2014 Official Hansard Report  
 
screening of a pap smear. We also know that early 
detection ensures 100 per cent cure rate at the early 
stages. So again, a measure of prevention is the use 
of early screening. 
 Screening for blood pressure, as well, and 
colon cancer are also examples of where early detec-
tion can help prevent major health costs associated 
with major illnesses that are, again, preventable. 
 Another measure of prevention includes regu-
lar doctor’s visits for both adults and children, to per-
form disease screening that I just spoke about, as well 
as get immunisations and the like. And this would also 
allow the physician to identify risk factors in the pa-
tients whom they are treating, as well as discuss 
healthy lifestyles. 
 Now, Madam Deputy Speaker, moving on 
from prevention to education (which starts at page 13 
of our Throne Speech Reply), health education, in 
fact, helps everyone in the society to enjoy a healthy 
life. To sum it up, governments can save large 
amounts of money in health budgeting by spending 
more on health education. And a PLP Government 
would improve the emphasis on health education in 
our schools, starting from the youth, at pre-school, at 
four years old. And we also know that health educa-
tion builds students’ knowledge skills and positive atti-
tudes about health. Health education teaches about 
physical, mental, emotional and social health. And it 
motivates students to improve and maintain their 
health, prevent disease and reduce risky behaviours. 
 A PLP Government would include a health 
curriculum, health education curriculum and instruc-
tion that would help students learn skills that they 
would use to help them make healthy choices 
throughout their lifetime, again starting from pre-
school. Effective curriculum would result in positive 
changes in behaviour that lower student risks, as well 
as help to guard against potential use of alcohol, to-
bacco, illicit drugs, et cetera. 
 We would also include an element in the cur-
riculum about nutrition, because we know, regrettably, 
that obesity is on the rise in Bermuda, particularly 
childhood obesity. We believe that a curriculum, an 
education programme within the schools focusing on 
the importance of health and health education, teach-
ing it to children from young, would certainly go miles 
and miles for helping to improve their lot and to de-
crease instances of obesity and the like. 
 Madam Deputy Speaker, it is also noted that 
there is one United States study that showed that 
reading and math scores for eight- and nine-year-old 
students who received comprehensive health educa-
tion were significantly higher than those who did not. 
In general, it goes to show that healthy students learn 
better. Numerous studies have also shown that 
healthier students tend to do better in school, and they 
have higher attendance records, they make better 
grades and they perform better on tests. So there is a 
direct correlation, which is why a PLP Government 

would certainly introduce health education in the pre-
schools. 
 Madam Deputy Speaker, in addition to that, a 
PLP Government would address the following in 
health education in terms of its instruction and curricu-
lum, which would include assessing personal vulner-
ability to health risk-taking, accurately assessing 
health risk-taking of peers and analysing the influence 
of family and peers and the like on one’s mental 
health and physical health behaviours. 
 Now, in addition to that, Madam Deputy 
Speaker, the emphasis the PLP Government would 
place on both prevention and on health education in 
the pre-schools, if you can allow me a few moments to 
briefly address some of the other areas of reform that 
we would invite the Government to consider. I am re-
ferring specifically to page 13 in the Reply to the 
Throne Speech. 
 Number one, open the market so that the in-
ternational insurance companies can compete in the 
Bermuda health insurance market. We all know that 
competition drives down the cost. So the ultimate 
beneficiary would be the consumer. So rather than 
having less than a handful of health insurance com-
panies that offer health premiums and the like in Ber-
muda, if we open up the market, expand the market 
and allow some of these other internationally known 
companies that we see on our cable network to enter 
the Bermuda market by simply amending the Health 
Insurance Act 1970 and providing, under section 28, 
to allow the other licensed entities from international 
companies, recognising the licence. The committee 
that grants insurance licences would go through the 
same steps in making sure the due diligence was ad-
hered to, et cetera. But allow other companies to 
come here and compete, because then the ultimate 
beneficiaries would be you and me, the consumers, 
would be spending out less money on our insurance 
premiums for effectively the same benefits. 
 I know, Madam Deputy Speaker, of many, 
many small businesses within my particular commu-
nity who are caught in a situation where the cost of 
running a business, particularly as it relates to the 
provision of health insurance, is effectively killing their 
business. They recognise under this Act I just referred 
to, the Health Insurance Act, there is, obviously, a le-
gal requirement for them to provide insurance cover-
age for their employees. 
 However, how many times have we heard in 
recent days where persons are being brought before 
the courts who own businesses, because they . . . not 
flatly refused to pay the portion of health insurance 
coverage for their employees, but they were not able 
to? It was a matter of keeping that employee or mak-
ing them redundant and paying out the insurance. And 
sometimes, those difficult decisions are having to be 
made by businesses. And they would rather just try to 
trot along and keep trying to keep their head above 
water so they can keep their staff employed. 
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 And they just think, you know, Perhaps an-
other day or next quarter, I’ll play catch-up when busi-
ness changes. We have a number. I know each one 
of us has stories that we know of businesses that are 
struggling, and they are struggling to continue to pay 
the health insurance premiums. And it is not because 
of flat refusal. It is because of inability. Some of them 
have to make the important decision of laying off staff 
because the expenses associated with providing the 
medical insurance is prohibitive. 
 With the increased use and recognition . . . 
Just a moment. Let me go back to the insurance thing 
again. 
 Another thing that we can consider, I think, 
with respect to legislation and opening up the interna-
tional insurance companies market is to allow for 
small businesses to effectively co-op with each other. 
If I hire three people and you hire three people, then 
we can work together and co-op together and then get 
group insurance that would cover your company and 
my company, because it is far more expensive for me 
to have coverage for my three people, whether it is 
major medical or minimal benefits, and you likewise. 
So perhaps we could look at amending the legislation 
so that we can provide for the opportunities for smaller 
businesses to co-op together, work together, and get 
group health insurances and share the burden. 
 In addition to that, Madam Deputy Speaker, 
we all recognise—and I think you and I have had simi-
lar conversations in the coffee room about this—there 
is an increased use and recognition of the benefits of 
complementary and alternative therapy, such as ho-
moeopathic treatment, naturopathy, kinesiology and 
all kinds of other types of treatment, even stress man-
agement through massage. It is absolutely critical that 
we look at insurance companies providing coverage 
for alternative and/or complementary medicines. 
 Many people, in Bermuda as well as over-
seas, are increasingly utilising these various forms of 
alternative and complementary medicine for treatment 
of various illnesses. And many people are turning to 
complementary medicine in conjunction with the tradi-
tional medicines. One of the fastest-growing segments 
in the health care industry is that in the area of alter-
native and complementary medicine. So it is obvious 
that something has caught on. And even something 
like, just to give a quick plug for Dr. Frith[-Black], her 
book that we all talked about when it was passed 
around here in the House. It has some wonderful 
natural homoeopathic remedies for all kinds of ail-
ments, things that we can grab in our garden, and 
they have medicinal purposes. So people are turning 
to these types of practices. 
 So the legislation should be produced so that 
the insurance companies are required to insure and 
pay coverage for these type of complementary, alter-
native treatments. 
 Now, I say that because if—and I do repeat if, 
Madam Deputy Speaker—the primary objective of 

health insurers is to provide insurance for treatments 
that are aimed at a cure and wellness of individuals, 
then legislation certainly should be considered to be 
put in place to require these insurers to include cover-
age for alternative and complementary medicine. 
 Madam Deputy Speaker, I note that there was 
no mention in the Throne Speech about the status of 
precertification. So my hope is that, by its silence and 
the absence of that, this is a clear indication that the 
Government has listened carefully to the objections 
and the concerns of the physicians in general, and the 
Bermuda Medical Doctors’ Association in particular, 
when they speak about all the challenges that are 
happening in other jurisdictions with respect to precer-
tification, and the fact that its monetary savings are 
less than 5 per cent or 6 per cent of the total $194 
million budget that Health allocated last year. 
 Also, Madam Deputy Speaker, I understand 
that the usage for the facility of the Urgent Care Cen-
tre in the East End, there was no mention of that with 
respect to the expansion of services for that centre in 
the Throne Speech. I have been made to understand 
that that facility’s usage has increased and that it is 
being better utilised. To this end, we trust that the 
Government will consider the will of the people in the 
East End of the Island, and to continue to provide the 
human and financial resources necessary to keep the 
Urgent Care Centre open and operational to the fullest 
extent. 
 I have just a couple of more suggestions, 
Madam Deputy Speaker, if time will permit, for per-
haps the Government to consider with respect to in-
creasing revenue under the health care system, as 
well as providing a savings in costs to the health care 
costs. These cost-saving measures can certainly be 
applied towards increased education and prevention. I 
would certainly ask the Government to perhaps con-
sider this when they deliberate about such important 
matters. 
 First of all is to consider total reform of the 
youth subsidies programme. Now, let me carve out 
the caveat right now. I recognise that there are some 
people that, because of their own financial circum-
stances and the like, and maybe they are underem-
ployed, not employed, cannot afford to have health 
insurance or health insurance coverage for their chil-
dren. And we recognise that there is a huge amount of 
subsidy paid out by the Government towards the hos-
pital for youth subsidy. And so I am excluding that 
category of individuals. 
 But persons who are blessed to be employed 
and who have insurance coverage and have children 
who are also on the insurance coverage, certainly 
consideration needs to be given to removing the por-
tion that is applied towards youth subsidy for those 
persons who are insured. Because, you know, we are 
our brother’s keepers. And those who can do, do. And 
those who can afford a little bit more should do so, so 
that we can assist those who cannot. 
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 My son has chronic asthma. A couple of years 
ago I had to take him to the hospital in the evening. It 
was night-time so I could not take him to his GP. 
When we got to the hospital they checked him in, et 
cetera, et cetera. And whilst my husband was dealing 
with the triage and so forth, I gave them my insurance 
card. The receptionist, the ward clerk there was like, 
Well, we don’t need your insurance card. And I am 
like, Well, this is my son. She said, Oh, no, no. He is 
covered under subsidy. And I am like, But I have in-
surance. I pay for insurance every month.  
 But in any event, hopefully the Government 
would consider that when they are looking at reform, 
because that certainly must be a huge cost savings 
for individuals who are insured and that their children 
are also being covered. If there is an issue concerning 
uninsured parents and so forth, they have got the clin-
ics that can be utilised. Perhaps the Lamb-Foggo 
Clinic can also be further augmented so that could 
provide some type of satellite clinic to provide child 
wellness [checks] and so forth. So that is just one 
suggestion that perhaps the Government would con-
sider. 
 My final suggestion that I hope the Govern-
ment will potentially consider, which certainly would 
raise revenues and decrease obesity, as well as the 
costs associated with it, which all of us have to pay 
indirectly, is a sugar tax. By that I mean increasing 
taxes on things like soda, junk food and all kinds of 
other sugar-laden products. You heard me speak ear-
lier about obesity and the dangerous health conse-
quences associated with that. We know that many 
countries have observed that a sugar tax has greatly 
reduced tooth decay, obesity and the risk of diabetes 
and heart disease, which we know are some of the 
major contributing ailments in Bermuda with respect to 
the highest health care costs associated with that. 
 Now, I know some people may think that that 
is over-regulation by the state and that it creates a 
disturbance within a person’s freedom of choice. 
However, we all directly pay the high costs associated 
with diseases caused by obesity. Perhaps the Gov-
ernment can just consider an increase in revenue. 
And the revenue that the could be generated from a 
sugar tax, as well as the added savings that could be 
realised from a review and an overhaul of the youth 
subsidy, those monies can go directly towards educa-
tion and prevention, as well as to assist in subsidising 
and providing insurance for those persons who can 
least afford it. 
 So in closing, Madam Deputy Speaker, I 
would like to end where I started: Addressing the ris-
ing cost of health care is critical, and it must be met 
head-on in a compassionate, bipartisan manner which 
benefits ultimately all of Bermuda. Thank you. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Member. 
 The Chair now recognises the Honourable 
Member from constituency 19, Pembroke West, the 

Minister of Health and Environment. The Honourable 
Jeanne J. Atherden, you have the floor. 
 
Hon. Jeanne J. Atherden: Thank you, Madam Dep-
uty Speaker. 
 I want to start off by just reminding ourselves 
that our Throne Speech was supposed to be our 
agenda for the upcoming year. As such, it is not a de-
tailed plan of what is going to come later. It is just set-
ting, if you will, the umbrella. So it is a framework of 
what we are going to do during the next year. 
 The reason I want to state that is because 
some of the things that we have there, some sugges-
tions have been made and questions have been 
asked, and I will perhaps answer some of them. But at 
a point in time when we are actually going to produce 
the document or produce the plan, lots of other infor-
mation will be given. 
 I want to remind us all that the Throne Speech 
is designed to let the people of Bermuda know what 
plans we have. It is designed to build the hope. It is 
the legislation that we are going to do, and it is that 
strategy. I also know that the Opposition [Reply] 
speech also has some plans in there in terms of what 
they think they might do and what they believe is ap-
propriate. But I believe that the public still has confi-
dence that we will implement our plans in a more 
timely and effective manner than the loyal Opposition, 
and as a consequence, on a daily basis, I am having 
average Bermudians coming to say to me, Hold on. 
We still believe in you. We support what you are do-
ing. And we are giving them hope, and we are show-
ing them the vision. 
 The reason I want to talk about the vision and 
showing them the vision is because there was a refer-
ence to a resurrection of plans that had previously 
been proposed by the then-Government, now the Op-
position. I want to acknowledge that there are some of 
these plans in our Throne Speech. And I want to ac-
tually make reference to one of them, and I want to 
make reference to it because it indicates, it is not just 
about the vision, it is about actually the execution. 
 And the merger of the Opportunity Workshop 
in Orange Valley is a case in point. Because the 
statement implied that we had no vision by actually 
putting it in our Throne Speech. And I take exception 
to that, because the former vision was a good vision. 
But it was never implemented. The record indicates 
that the Orange Valley centre was supposed to be an 
18-month temporary location at MWI. That lasted for 
10 years. Okay? So what I am trying to say, it is not 
just about the vision, it is about what you do with im-
plementing and executing it. 
 So, we are doing it. And not only are we doing 
it, it is becoming a site where it is becoming popu-
lated. We are able to implement industrial models, 
relocate the adult day centre. What we are doing is we 
are doing things that we knew were coming down the 
pike, and we are actually able to do more with the 
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people that we have, and we are making it the vision 
that it should be for those persons. It is a workshop, 
and the vision has now been implemented. 
 Regarding the health care system, I have 
heard suggestions about . . . And it is interesting, be-
cause I have heard two types of suggestions. I have 
heard one suggestion that it is a cut and paste. I have 
heard another suggestion that says, Recognise what it 
is, and if it is something that you need to do, then get 
on with it. And I am going to say this truthfully. The 
problems are the same problems that were there be-
fore. So, what we have done look at the options to be 
considered. What we are doing is reprioritising the 
goals. So we are not throwing out everything that was 
done before. We are looking at it and saying, Let’s 
take what was done before, look at the economic 
situation that we’re in now and reprioritise. 
 So we know that we have responsibility. And 
we know that the true responsibility for good health 
rests in the hands of the individual. That is where our 
thrust has to be. So what we are doing is that we are 
turning around, and you can see on page 18 of our 
Throne Speech, first of all, we are indicating that we 
are going to review the Government hospital subsidy 
to provide for universal access to basic health cover-
age based upon need. The thing that is most impor-
tant, because it speaks to what my Shadow Minister 
was talking about, we are going to expand the hospital 
benefit to enhance preventative care and reduce the 
reliance on hospitalisation. 
 We know that if you can get people going to 
their primary care physician, that is the best place to 
start. So that is the type of thing that is encompassed 
in what we are doing. Also, we recognise—and this 
speaks to my honourable colleague who has very 
much the interest in seniors . . . we are developing 
strategies to meet the long-term health care needs of 
seniors and the disabled.  
 But getting back to what my Shadow Minister 
was talking about, with respect to what we are sug-
gesting, we are going to enhance the effectiveness of 
our health promotion programme. Because right now, 
we have been doing lots with the health department to 
get out and have people start to understand that they 
have to do things to take control of what they do. I 
was very intrigued by what the Shadow Minister was 
mentioning. We have a situation right now where in 
the schools we promote health, healthy schools. And 
in the summer, I was able to go out and make awards 
to, I think it was 31 of the 32 schools were actually 
promoting health and they had water in their vending 
machines. They had all-fruit juices. They had demon-
strated health education. There were people who 
were winning prizes for what they were doing. 
 So it is already out there. So perhaps the 
[Shadow] Minister can go with me at some point in 
time and visit some of these places, or she can go on 
the website. But we are doing it. And I have already 
said to my colleagues and to the civil servants that it is 

about letting people know that we are doing it, be-
cause we are spending lots of money, and therefore, 
they should see that it is taking effect. 
 Now, I just want to make a couple of other 
references here. We were talking about the immigra-
tion policies. And my colleague was talking about 
Bermudians and what he had gone through with re-
spect to the exempted companies and what they had 
gone through with respect to immigration policies. I 
just want to remind us that we do not have enough 
Bermudians to support the jobs that we have. So that 
is really important for us to make sure that every Ber-
mudian gets the education and is able to achieve a 
goal and is able to rise up within the industry. 
 But I want to remind us here, because some-
times it is overlooked. A CEO of an exempted com-
pany told me that they want to hire Bermudians as 
much as possible because it is in their interest. But I 
have to remind ourselves that we drove them away. 
But what you do not realise is that the resulting de-
cline in workers impacted on the health insurance in-
dustry. Because what we ended up doing is that we 
drove down the base of the persons that the health 
premiums were spread over, and then on top of that, 
the claims did not reduce because we had more age-
ing persons. So the cost per person in Bermuda went 
up. 
 Now, that does not mean that we have to ac-
cept that. This Government believes that we are doing 
something about it, and we have to do something 
about it, because it is about making sure that the 
money that we spend gets a better result. So I just 
want to remind us all, because the Opposition says 
that, “Prevention is better than cure.” That is on 
page 12. Well, I accept part of that. But I also want to 
say that prevention is cheaper than cure, too. So if we 
can turn around and get people to take control of their 
lifestyles, to turn around and eat better, to be not as 
obese, to turn around and walk, to do things that re-
duce their high blood pressure and cholesterol, that is 
cheaper. 
 And on top of that, when we start to turn and 
make it such that it is the standard health benefit 
rather than hospital benefit, going to your doctor is 
cheaper than going down to the emergency depart-
ment. It is cheaper than going and utilising facilities 
that are higher cost. 
 So, I want to make sure that we are aware 
that we have not listed everything in here that we are 
going to do. And at the appropriate time, we will bring 
forward the Bermuda Health Plan so that everybody 
can see the individual components. But I do want to 
reiterate one thing, because I think it is important to 
understand that we did not throw out the baby with the 
bathwater, that we knew that lots of individuals have 
been involved in the previous strategies to help us 
work on options, et cetera. And we have used a lot of 
that information. 
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 Not only that, we have reached out to those 
individuals to keep them engaged. So rather than 
some people acting like they are angry and upset be-
cause we did not use them, we have actually ac-
knowledged that they have done something for us and 
with us, and we are continuing to work with them. 
 So I just want to say that we have to recog-
nise that if you look at the Reply to the Throne Speech 
on page 12, rising health costs cannot be sustained, 
we all agree with that. But you have to turn around 
and recognise that, as we looked at the National 
Health Plan, and now the Bermuda Health Plan, what 
we are looking at will actually address these issues. 
 So I just want my shadow colleague and the 
Members in the House, as well as the people in Ber-
muda, to say that when I said that the Government 
recognises that the Bermuda health care system in its 
current form and as it currently operates is not finan-
cial sustainable in the long term, that was what was 
driving us. But also, I want you to be assured that we 
understand the impact on the families, and we under-
stand that the cost of health care can actually drive 
families to have to make the painful decisions about 
where they are going to spend their money. 
 But going forward, we intend to make sure 
that the health care proposals that we are coming up 
with in the Bermuda Health Plan prioritise the health 
system goals in the context of today’s economic cli-
mate, because you have to do it in the context of to-
day’s economic climate. 
 Before I move on, I know that my colleague 
who speaks for seniors, has some concerns. I want to 
assure him that we have been developing, and are in 
the process of developing, a National Plan on Ageing. 
Because we understand, and as we say right here, 
[we plan to] develop strategies to meet the long-term 
health care needs of seniors. But it is not just the 
health care needs of seniors; it is actually a National 
Plan on Ageing, because we believe that you should 
age well. And if that is the case, ageing well is not just 
about how you live; it is about where you live, and it is 
about what happens around you. It encompasses eve-
rything, whether it relates to elder abuse or whether it 
relates to the type of facilities that you live in.  
 I really was concerned, and I continue to be 
concerned, because we have persons who go out into 
the community and they are engaged in monitoring 
the facilities that are out there. That is their job. But 
we also have the reality that persons go into the busi-
ness of health care homes who do not always under-
stand. They do not understand the sustainability of 
that. So we have to make sure that we do not get any 
more homes that are set up that cannot sustain them-
selves. Because I do not want to have the Member 
across the floor, or anybody else, coming and talking 
about feeling that their senior relative is not getting the 
food or their senior relative had some issues, because 
we follow up on that. 

 But what I always say, and I keep saying, is 
that when something happens, the persons to whom it 
happens should immediately report it to the individuals 
in the home and to the inspectors, because that is 
their job. To turn around and to tell a politician . . . I 
am sorry, that is taking it away from where something 
can be done. And in a lot of cases, the difficulty is that 
you have not always identified the actual facility, and 
by the time you get to follow up on it, you cannot go 
back and re-create what the issue was. So you are 
losing the opportunity.  

And I say this all the time. There is a process 
to help. If your family member is there, be engaged. 
Be involved in their care and do not let things get 
away from you. 
 Madam Deputy Speaker, I just want to say 
that there was a suggestion, and there is a sugges-
tion, as it relates to the care of . . . This is talking 
about regulations governing day care and child care 
centres. Now, when I went through the Opposition’s 
Throne Speech [Reply], I actually tried to pick out all 
the things where they said something that we agreed 
with or they said something that was a good idea. Be-
cause I did not want the suggestion that every time we 
look at something, we always disagree and we do not 
acknowledge that there are good things that they said. 
 So, on the strength of that, I have a couple of 
blue [economy] things that I highlighted, because one 
was the fact that, you know, they were talking about 
aquaculture, which is something that we are propos-
ing. They made some suggestions about mining, et 
cetera. These are things that we have been aware of. 
The fact that we did not actually turn around and say 
that they were going to be on our agenda does not 
mean that we do not know about it; it just means that 
they are not high on our agenda. So, I think people 
need to recognise that not many things have changed. 
The Bermuda scene is all the same. It is about what 
you decide to do as a priority. 
 The suggestion also with respect to the re-
viewing of the current regulations governing day-in 
[senior] care centres, minimising the red tape that can 
delay the creation of new business and deter entre-
preneurs, the only thing I say with respect to that is 
that one has to be careful. This is under review. We 
want to make sure that the right people get into the 
business, and we want to make sure that the right 
people stay in the business. Because if you get per-
sons in there and it is not sustainable, once you get a 
facility opened up, it is so very difficult to close it 
down. So it is important for us to understand that we 
are making sure that we do not get into a situation 
where we end up having complaints and contraven-
tions. Because, as the Honourable Member who 
speaks (the Shadow) for seniors . . . deficiencies are 
difficult to correct. And once you have an existing 
business, to try and close it down you have the di-
lemma of what we are going to do with the people 
who are already there. 
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 I want to make sure that everyone under-
stands that this is why we try to make sure that the 
right people get into the business, and that they have 
business plans that can operate.  

I want to say, and this is something I think I 
said earlier (and I was hoping that the Shadow would 
understand that because we take the seniors seri-
ously), not only are we developing the National Plan 
on Ageing, we are actually having a management re-
view of the NOSPC [National Office of Seniors and 
Physically Challenged] Department because we have 
had some changes in the senior managers. And that 
is allowing us to look at making some changes at that 
level and changing the structure. 
 But, more importantly, in the meantime we 
have regular meetings with the administrators of these 
facilities to help them. Because we are not just there 
to wield stick on them, to say, You’re making mistakes 
and you’re doing this. We are actually there hoping 
that their performance will be improved by helping 
them understand the obligations that they have, giving 
them some training and practices, and doing things 
that will help them be better in their role and provide 
better service to the people who are their clients. 
 Madam Deputy Speaker, I am not going to go 
into the other things that the Shadow Minister talked 
about with respect to the Bermuda Health Plan, be-
cause that is something that will come out when I ac-
tually present it. But, suffice it to say, we understand 
that we are working on those types of things, and we 
are committed to making sure that the cost of health 
care goes down, because Bermuda cannot afford the 
cost of health, and we cannot afford to have the re-
sults that have resulted in the non-communicable dis-
eases going up so high. I mean, the Shadow talked 
about screening and obesity, all those things. If the 
standard health benefit will enable people to go to 
their doctor, that should result in a better result.  
 Now, with respect to the cost of health insur-
ance, I do want to make one [point]. The Shadow 
Seniors Minister made reference to the fact that we 
put in here that the Health Council was going to be 
able to ensure health insurance; persons who are 
breaking the rules will be named and shamed. Now, it 
is funny because I heard two versions of that. I heard 
the Shadow Seniors Minister basically saying, Why 
are we doing that? Government last year said it was 
going to do something about following up on its debt.  

You have got to remember. The health care 
accounts receivable to government, that is an ac-
counts receivable to insurance companies. The only 
thing we are recognising is the fact that it is a liability 
which is covered under the law, and, therefore, they 
are breaking the law by not having their insured cov-
ered. And the only time, unfortunately most of the 
time, their insured find it out is when they go to the 
hospital or somewhere else to have a service, and 
that is when the service provider says, Sorry. Your 
person has not paid the premium. 

 So, back to what the Shadow Minister of 
Health said, I have to reiterate: You cannot turn 
around and have an employer say, I can’t afford to 
turn around and pay the premiums to the insurance 
company because that’s my survival, because what 
you are forgetting is—and it happens in every case, 
without exception—that employer has taken that 
money out of the employee’s pay. If that employer had 
said, Sorry, I’m not taking it out because I’m not remit-
ting it, that would be something different. At least that 
employee would still have the money and could go off 
and perhaps organise his own insurance. But in every 
case, the employer has taken the money out, has not 
remitted it to the insurance company, and so they are 
out of luck because when they have to go into the 
hospital or in to their doctor, there is no insurance and 
no money, and they are left. 
 So I want to reiterate that it is something that 
is covered under the law, and it is that way because 
we wanted to protect the employees. 
 Madam Deputy Speaker, I think that I have 
covered all of the issues that have come up. I want to 
reiterate once again that I am hoping, based on the 
things that I have heard today, that when we bring the 
Bermuda Health Plan forward, and when we present 
and show the things that it is designed to do, that 
people will turn around and realise that because the 
problems in Bermuda have not changed some of the 
solutions are still solutions that were there before. 
How they are going to be implemented will be differ-
ent, because it is based on the reprioritisation of what 
we believe should happen in Bermuda based on the 
economic climate that we are in now. 
 So, Madam Deputy Speaker, I will take my 
seat. Thank you very much. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Member. 
 The Chair now recognises the representative 
from St. David’s, constituency 3, the Opposition Whip 
and Shadow Minister of Education. Ms. Lovitta F. 
Foggo, you have the floor. 
 
Ms. Lovitta F. Foggo: Thank you, Madam Deputy 
Speaker. 
 I rise this evening to make comment particu-
larly to the realm of education with respect to our Re-
ply. Let me say first that Malcolm X said, “Education is 
the passport to the future, for tomorrow belongs to 
those who prepare for it today.” 
 I think, given what has been placed in both 
the Throne Speech and the Reply speech with respect 
to education is a testament to the fact that we here 
who all sit in this House believe that we are duty-
bound to reform education in some way so as to en-
sure success for all who are in the public education 
system. So I believe that both sides of the House are 
committed to that. But we have put forth different 
ways of trying to bring that result about.  
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 I can say, having reviewed some of the reform 
that the Honourable Minister, Dr. Grant Gibbons, did 
speak to, that as an educator I applaud him because I 
think that in recognising that things must be improved 
we have to do something. He stated that, basically, in 
essence, I think he . . . I do not want to say he said it 
directly, but he spoke to the fact that the middle 
school system was a mistake. And, in acknowledging 
that, that ramifications must be made in order to en-
sure success, or a greater level of success. And we 
agree on this side.  

However, I guess we are somewhat at vari-
ance in how we think the best approach will be. Hav-
ing said that, let me say this. I would ask the Honour-
able Minister, with the reform that he has suggested, 
does he fully believe that that will bring about the type 
of outputs that I know everyone in Bermuda is looking 
for? And if, to that end, he cannot see the type of out-
comes he is hoping for . . . Because we have spent 
many years—18 years, I believe—with the middle 
school system, constantly trying to revamp it, modify 
it, and the like in order to try and enhance success. 
And I think that he might agree that, after having tried 
tirelessly, perhaps the best way to go is under the 
structural reform that is being put forth by the PLP 
Government. 
 Having said that, I think that I need to express 
up front that when the Minister suggested that we are 
approaching it the wrong way (and I am paraphrasing; 
I do not want to say that those were his exact words), 
I have to say, indeed, no, that is not the case. Be-
cause when I first entered these walls, much was be-
ing done with respect to reform, especially . . . be-
cause when I entered in 2007 . . . And Dr. Hopkins 
was here that particular year assessing the schools at 
every level. And I can say, out of the recommenda-
tions that were put forth, immediate changes were 
made which were primarily focused at the leadership 
levels, at the Ministry, and in training for teachers. 
 So I just wanted to make that, I guess you can 
say correction, that much focus was had with respect 
to teacher training and getting it right at the leadership 
level to ensure success. Out of the ten recommenda-
tions, I do believe those were the first two. And that 
did in fact take place under the leadership of the Hon-
ourable Randolph Horton. And at that time, I still was 
an educator. I can say first-hand that, given the rec-
ommendations and the report that was released, im-
mediate changes that did not add any extra debt to 
the public purse were implemented at least at the sen-
ior level in the school systems. I guess directives went 
out, and they were immediately employed by the edu-
cators. We saw immediate improvement.  

I can say that by the end of that school year, 
we saw some elevation in the levels of success with 
the students, in particular at the senior level. So, to 
counter the comment made by Dr. Gibbons, I want to 
say that the reason why we are now advancing more 
structural reform is because, after having worked tire-

lessly at trying to raise the level of success, particu-
larly at the middle school level, having looked at the 
system and understanding, with adopting the Cam-
bridge system (and most of the models which were 
implemented quite some time ago were North Ameri-
can in nature), you cannot ignore the fact that there is 
a misalignment. The models that are in place do not fit 
the Cambridge programme as they should.  

Hence, I am sure [that is] why the Minister 
and the Ministry of Education have said that they are 
going to reform, implement reforms at the middle 
school level. I am sure that has much to do with the 
reform. But we feel the best way to rectify that discon-
nect, the best way to promote better alignment both 
vertically and horizontally, will be to revert to what was 
structurally in place before, because it is aligned with 
the Cambridge system. Put whatever other corrective 
measures must be implemented, provide whatever 
training that will further enhance and ensure success 
at the middle school level. We in the PLP, that is our 
vision and that is what we plan to do. 
 I thought that I had to emphasise that to sort 
of make it clear as to why we believe it is vital to do 
that. Let us face it. If you have been an educator with 
the middle school ages, there are all sorts of devel-
opmental things happening to young kids at that age, 
coupled with emotional changes as well. And just that 
period of time, that adolescent period, I think, can be 
very distracting for young ones at that age and does 
not lend itself very readily to productivity in the class-
room. It impedes productivity. (Let me say that the 
opposite way around. It impedes productivity.) 
 So, by diminishing that mid-tier and returning 
to a system where, at the lower end, these young 
ones enter the senior levels, they find themselves now 
in an institution where they have various models of 
success with the senior students. And they have peo-
ple right in front of them who possess positive charac-
teristics which they should be emulating and can emu-
late, and have that right before them. There are les-
sons in that, even without them appreciating that that 
is what is happening. And it tends to impact how they 
perform, both socially as well as academically. We 
feel that by doing that we are killing two birds or more 
with one stone. 
 To further speak to that structural change, we 
looked at the system overall. And we understand the 
challenges that exist and the importance of having the 
entire community involved in the reshaping, involved 
in ensuring the success of our schools. With the re-
structuring we believe returning classes from the mid-
dle school level to the senior level will allow for the 
valuable practical experience to take place, which, 
again, once existed in our schools. That is like work 
release or apprenticeship-type programmes, and will 
allow the workforce to have direct input in the type of 
skills that they understand is necessary for those stu-
dents, when they transfer either to tertiary institutions 
or directly into the workforce, to understand, espe-
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cially at the entry level, what is needed of them in the 
various industries that are out there. 
 I think, Madam Deputy Speaker, that we are 
around the same age. And I think you can remember 
the hotel programmes that were in the school and the 
like. I can think of many of my peers who, having 
graduated directly from high school, secured positions 
in many of the institutions and have climbed up the 
ladder and still hold very successful jobs. So, we have 
seen first-hand having programmes like that in place. 
We believe that under the restructuring, even when 
you move to the college level, it too will further allow 
the college to have more direct communication with 
the workforce. The workforce, again, at that level, can 
instruct and inform how they believe programmes 
should be put in place to assist in terms of ensuring 
that we return to society members who have the req-
uisite skill set to take on certain jobs. 
 We likewise believe that our institution . . . and 
we understand that this will take finances. But we do 
believe we have the capacity to develop a four-year 
programme on-Island. We applaud the College for the 
four-year programmes that they provide with some of 
our sister institutions overseas. So we are not saying 
anything against that. But we definitely believe there is 
scope for us to develop four-year programmes here 
on-Island in specific areas, let us say, for example, in 
teaching; in certain business areas where we have 
our main pillar right now, besides Government, [like] 
international business. That involves a whole array of 
different jobs. And we do believe that a basic degree 
can be achieved here in Bermuda. 
 Now, will any of this happen overnight? No. 
Not at the middle school level; not at the senior level; 
not at the college level. But we have a vision of at 
least five years and forward of how we see Bermuda 
being able to ensure a high-quality education and be-
ing able to sustain it with, as we see it, the least 
amount of impact financially on the public purse. 
 I think, as a jurisdiction we are duty-bound to 
not explore those avenues with any negative impact to 
our students, but to explore them in a way where we 
can ensure that it enhances the programmes that we 
offer here in our public education system. I think when 
we put a programme like that together, that encom-
passes right from the pre-school level straight through 
to the COMPASS level, it allows us to ensure that 
there is alignment all throughout the system vertically, 
and it should be horizontally as well.  

We have the demographics here. It will allow 
us to look at it from an informative point of view so 
that we can constantly provide feedback even to our 
students in terms of, If you desire to assume a pro-
ductive role in society here in Bermuda this is where 
we need you. And we will support you going forward. 
If you are able to pursue a degree in this, we can 
guarantee you that we will have a job sitting right here 
waiting for you. 

 Having said that, I purposely left the pre-
school level for last, because we all know the founda-
tion years are fundamental for success to every stage 
that follows that. And we recognise the importance of 
having a standardised curriculum or curricula put in 
place for our preschool level that ties straight into the 
first year of your elementary. And I think that in ensur-
ing that as best as any (I suppose I will call us) nation 
can, at least we are making certain that the skills set 
even at that very early level is there and in place so 
that when that child enters elementary school, they 
are numerate, they are literate and they have en-
gaged in activities that provide them with the social 
skills needed to operate successfully at the elemen-
tary level. 
 So, education is the key to success. It is cru-
cial. It is crucial that we make certain that we provide 
a top-level education for every single tier that we 
have, and we currently have a four-tier system here in 
Bermuda. We want to make certain that we build our 
system into the . . . both the Government and we here 
on this side have espoused this in our speeches, our 
replies. We want to make sure that we have a num-
ber-one quality education that we can be proud of. 
 Having said that, let me make it very clear. I 
think we do a fabulous job in Bermuda, I really do. 
When we look at the graduation rates coming out of 
our senior schools, the majority, we have a 
90 percentile success rate. That speaks volumes. Of 
those students who do move on to tertiary level edu-
cations, the majority of them have success. Some of 
them graduate at the very top of some of those institu-
tions. And saying that means that we must be doing 
something right. However, we all know that there is 
always room for improvement. And that is what we are 
about doing. I will say it again: We are trying to pro-
duce a number-one quality educational system that all 
of those here in Bermuda who attend private school 
will want to run to. It used to be that way in Bermuda, 
and it shall become that way again. 
 None of us are giving up on our children, be-
cause they are our future.  

And on that note, I wish to just change up 
slightly and speak to a more parochial issue, and that 
is the issue of the Lamb-Foggo [Urgent Care Centre]. 
I do hope that as we move on further down the road 
that whatever package is put together for the overall 
health budget that Lamb-Foggo does factor very much 
into that. Because we who live in the east know the 
vital importance it plays, not just when there are hurri-
canes, but period. We know, and I think it was in the 
2010 report put out by the Bermuda Hospitals Board, 
but it was highlighted that Lamb-Foggo was an asset. 
And it helped enhance the quality of service of the 
hospital. 
 Everyone who has walked inside the doors of 
Lamb-Foggo, everyone whom I have come into con-
tact with—and I have been one of those people who 
have walked in there, not once, but several times, ei-
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ther for myself, for my grandchildren or with my 
daughters . . . and the service has been a service, I 
guess you can say, par excellence. It has been su-
perb. I do not ever want to have to go to King Edward 
[Hospital], because I am extremely happy with the 
service they provide there. I find that most people who 
walk through those doors have like comments to 
make about Lamb-Foggo. 
 So I have to put a plug in for Lamb-Foggo for 
all of the residents of the eastern area, because we 
need the service that it provides. And we do hope that 
the Bermuda Hospitals Board will find a way to restore 
the services that that facility provided, because we do 
believe on this side that it can be self-sufficient. I will 
put it that way. If it is open throughout the day, the 
numbers will increase. If the numbers increase, the 
money . . . And I do not want to look at it that way, 
from an economic point of view, because health over 
money any day, any time. But it will make more 
money. And if it makes more money, then it can sus-
tain itself. And I have to point that out. 
 Now, there is one more point that I would like 
to highlight. And in doing so . . . I am not a financier, I 
am not a businessperson. But I will speak from a lay-
man’s point of view and as a Bermudian. I am con-
cerned, and I do thank the Honourable Sylvan Rich-
ards for trying to, as best he could, explain some of 
the features of the immigration policy, especially as it 
relates to jobs, where he thought that it provided a 
reasonable explanation for why we can alleviate our 
concerns. But I have to say that I am very concerned 
with the direction that things appear to be heading in. 
 I have daughters who are professionals. I 
have grandsons who will one day grow up and should 
expect to be kings in their Island home and come first 
in their Island home. And, Madam Deputy Speaker, I 
have many examples of anecdotal evidence where 
people in international business have secured jobs, 
and there were Bermudians eminently more qualified 
to take on those jobs, where there have been some 
people who do not even have the required skill set, if 
you read a newspaper ad, but are sitting in positions 
when there are qualified Bermudians who can occupy 
those positions. 
 I respect what international business provides 
for Bermuda and for Bermudians. They do provide 
jobs. But I do believe that it should be a relationship 
where it is a win-win. I think a win-win takes place 
when they commit to make certain that they provide, 
first and foremost, jobs for Bermudians for those who 
are qualified. I do not think that if you come out with, 
let us say, a high school education, you should expect 
to get a job as an assistant actuary. That is ludicrous. 
So I am not advocating that. But when you have, let 
us say, five Bermudians who, both on paper as well 
as from their professional history, have the expertise 
to assume such posts, hands down no one should be 
considered over and above them. 

 Of course, once they are in the workplace and 
carrying out their duties, their work ethic and their abil-
ity to get the job done will speak to whether or not that 
position was well earned. So I have to say that any 
situation that arises that, I guess, makes me question 
whether or not a Bermudian is not being considered 
first and foremost for a job, is something that I should 
be concerned about, something that I am concerned 
about and something that I will fight against. It should 
be a situation where we can live in mutual harmony, 
and where the employer should be able to—especially 
international business—expect nothing but, if it is a 
high-quality job, high-quality service.  And when a 
Bermudian can fill that role, they be picked first. 
 And on that note, I think I have highlighted my 
concerns. I hope that I have made it clear to Honour-
able Members here and the public at large what the 
PLP is hoping to do in the education system. And I 
hope that I have raised concerns on behalf of my con-
stituents and friends who, like me, feel that they are 
not being considered first and foremost in their own 
country.  

Thank you, Madam Deputy Speaker. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. 
 The Chair now recognises the Member from 
Southampton East Central, constituency 30, the Hon-
ourable Leah K. Scott, Junior Minister for Education. 
You have the floor. 
 
Ms. Leah K. Scott: Thank you, Madam Deputy 
Speaker, and good evening. 
 The hour is late, so I am not going to say a 
whole lot. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: You have 30 minutes. 
 
Ms. Leah K. Scott: I have 30 minutes? Okay. 
 First of all, if you will allow me, I would like to 
just give a brief Bible study, Madam Deputy Speaker. 
The Opposition Leader opened up the Throne Speech 
[Reply] today with the Proverb, “[Where there is no] 
vision, the people perish”—full stop. And throughout 
the day, certain Members on the other side have ex-
pounded on this theory that the Government has little 
or no vision. 
 Well, Madam Deputy Speaker, the verse ac-
tually does not end at the word perish. There is a 
semi-colon there, and then there are words that go on 
to say, but he that keeps the law is happy. I am sure 
that it was the Opposition Leader’s attempt to use this 
Proverb to convey that we have no plan, we have no 
vision, and because we do not have one, that people 
are going to die—another scaremongering tactic. 
 Well, I am certainly not a religious scholar, 
and I do know that oftentimes the English translations 
of words in the Bible do not convey the true Greek or 
Hebrew meaning. The English Standard Version of 
Proverbs 29:18 says, “Where there is no prophetic 
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vision the people cast off restraint, but blessed is he 
who keeps the law.” The two operative words in that 
scripture are the words “vision” and the words “perish” 
or “restraint.” Now, the word “vision” used in this scrip-
ture comes from the Hebrew word chazon, and it 
means divine communication or special revelation 
from God. The word chazon is not talking about a 
leader’s vision. The first part of this verse, so then, 
means, where there is no message from the Lord. 
 And the second part, the word for “perish” in 
Hebrew is para, which means to loosen or to break 
free. So the word “perish” does not mean death, but it 
actually means to remove all restraint. So the Proverb 
actually means that where there is no message from 
God, the people throw off all moral, ethical and reli-
gious restraint. It has nothing to do with having a vi-
sion; and it has nothing to do with people dying be-
cause they do not have a vision. 
 Vision and goal-setting are very important, 
and it is one of the objectives of the OBA. Vision and 
goal-setting will help us to reach our objectives. How-
ever, that is not what Proverbs 29:18 is teaching, so I 
just wanted to clear that up. 
 Mr. Speaker, the Opposition Leader stated 
that Bermuda has waited two years for the Govern-
ment to get its act together and deliver on its prom-
ises, and nothing is happening. I have no doubt that 
since the 17th of December 2012, everyone in this 
country has been watching and waiting, and waiting 
and waiting. And it is true. It has been a slow, hard 
slog. I am reminded of the old adage, A watched pot 
never boils. You watch and you wait, and you watch 
and you wait. Time moves slowly, and nothing seems 
to be happening.  
 But this week, Madam Deputy Speaker, we 
announced the airport renovation project. We an-
nounced the Ariel Sands multimillion-dollar cottage 
colony development. We are a viable contender for 
the 2017 America’s Cup Regatta, and we will also be 
hosting the 2015 preliminary races. Phase 2 of the 
Hamilton Princess will create about 115 permanent 
jobs early next year. So, while the pot may not be boil-
ing, it certainly is simmering, and Bermuda is begin-
ning to move forward. 
 Madam Deputy Speaker, it is my view that the 
Opposition believes that the solution to our problems 
is to treat the symptoms. And treating the symptoms 
does not cure the disease, which are problems with 
our education system, debt, unemployment and our 
economic stability generally. This Government is 
committed to treating the disease, which is what we 
must do in order to eliminate the problem. Our public 
finances are in dire straits, so we need foreign direct 
investment. We do not advocate replacing Bermudi-
ans with foreigners, because to do so would be ridicu-
lous. 
 We recognise that there will never be enough 
Bermudians to fill all the jobs that Bermuda has in this 
country, and so we do have to import some foreign 

labour. But our preference should always be for our 
Bermudians. Finally, we do not serve the interest of 
foreign businesses or a select few Bermudian busi-
nesses. Our goal is to serve every member of this 
community. 
 
[Hon. K. H. Randolph Horton, Speaker, in the Chair] 
 
Ms. Leah K. Scott: This Government has been criti-
cised for being business-centric and not people- or 
social-centric. Mr. Speaker, this Government cares 
about this country and its people. Our focus is on the 
well-being and the prosperity of every Bermudian. The 
Minister of . . . What’s his name? 
 
[Laughter]  
 
The Speaker: Minister of Community, Culture and 
Sports, I think you are talking about. 
 
Ms. Leah K. Scott: Yes, [the Minister of] Community, 
Culture and Sports has set aside $46.9 million this 
year for financial assistance. We are addressing do-
mestic violence. But our priority has to be, Mr. 
Speaker, to refill the public purse. If the walls of the 
house are crumbling, you do not apply paint. You fix 
the walls, and then you apply the paint. So we must fix 
the walls first before we can apply any paint. 
 The reality is that it is crucial to the PLP’s po-
litical interests for this Government to fail. The Mem-
bers on that side say that we promote trickle-down 
economics, but that is not true. What we are striving to 
do is to create an environment where businesses 
want to be. We want to create an environment where 
people can create jobs and send Bermuda on its way 
to prosperity. 
 While we believe in supporting all possible 
revenue streams, we must engage in what is proven 
good business, and that is international business. We 
will continue to play an active role in improving the 
lives of our people, and we will continue to serve and 
advance our social agenda. However, social pro-
grammes require healthy accounts, and we cannot 
have one without the other. Therefore, this Govern-
ment is engaged and committed to achieving one so 
that we can have the other. 
 There are many moving parts to the equation. 
We are working on educational reform, social reform, 
legislative reform and pursuing economic stability. We 
may not always get it right, and we certainly may not 
do it the way the Opposition or members of this coun-
try think we should do it. But we are doing our best to 
advance this country on the principles of honesty, 
transparency, responsibility and accountability. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you, Honourable Mem-
ber. 
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 The Chair will now recognise the Honourable 
Member from Sandys North Central, constituency 35. 
MP Dennis Lister, the Shadow Minister of Public 
Works, you have the floor. 
 
Hon. Dennis P. Lister: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, like the last speaker, I intend to 
be brief, as well. Hopefully, I can speak to that. This 
morning when the pastor spoke to us at the Prayer 
Breakfast he indicated to be brief and relevant. I know 
I can stick to the relevant part. The brief part is what is 
going to be challenging. 
 
[Laughter]  
 
Hon. Dennis P. Lister: Mr. Speaker, I am glad I am 
actually following after the Shadow spokesman for 
Education, Ms. Foggo, our Whip, in that basically what 
I want to speak to this evening (almost this morning), I 
could probably say ties around education, in a sense. 
But in order to make it relevant, Mr. Speaker, let me 
turn the clock back a little. 
 I am one of those (one of the few, as I look 
around the room) who was here when we actually 
were debating the change from the old school struc-
ture where we had just the elementary into high 
school, to the mega school system. At that time, Mr. 
Speaker, the conversation from the Government of 
the day . . . and there should be no need for anyone to 
jump up at this point to try and defend it, because that 
Government is not represented in these Chambers 
anymore. But the Government of the day, the United 
Bermuda Party, Mr. Speaker, their intent was to pro-
duce one single school, as you remember, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 There was much debate that went up and 
down this country, inside of these Chambers and out-
side of these Chambers in regard to that change, Mr. 
Speaker. And through that change it brought about 
the two schools, two mega schools rather than the 
single. But it was not what the ultimate objective was 
when the discussion took place, to try and stop the 
Government of the day from going towards mega 
schools; the real intent was to try and keep the system 
as it was, Mr. Speaker, and improve on what we had. 
 Part of that conversation, or that argument, 
came from having done much of the research at that 
time in regard to other systems that had chosen to go 
to a large, mega school concept. And when we looked 
around at other jurisdictions, the majority, if not all of 
those jurisdictions, had [found] (now many years later, 
before we started, but it had been many years later for 
them) that those systems were not as productive as 
the old system. And they were trying to move back to 
the smaller school structure rather than the larger 
mega school. 
 Mr. Speaker, I am not here tonight to speak 
on the academic side of that and the benefit of the 
large or the smaller system. What I want to speak to is 

the socialisation of our young people. That, too, was a 
part of the argument, and a strong part of the argu-
ment at the time, Mr. Speaker. And it was put out at 
that time that a negative unintended consequence 
would be the fact that we could see a negative group-
ing of young people in order to exist within the big 
mega school. I do not recall us actually naming it as 
“gangs” at that time, but I know we spoke to this gath-
ering of young people in cliques (if you want to use 
that as a word, Mr. Speaker). 
 It is now all these years later I have sat here, 
Mr. Speaker. And what was predicted and discussed 
as some of the negative, unintended consequences is 
now where we find ourselves. I rise to speak to this 
tonight, Mr. Speaker, having been on hand in Somer-
set this week, been on hand at the game this week, 
and then in Somerset and seeing what happened 
there this week. And I feel I have to speak to that, Mr. 
Speaker, because what we saw this week . . . and I 
want all of us to understand, and clearly understand it 
in these Chambers, because I think the community 
understands it, Mr. Speaker, that we have seen a new 
leaf turn—a leaf that we really never wanted to see 
turned. 
 Up until now, Mr. Speaker, the shootings that 
have taken place have really been between one gang 
member shooting at another gang member, and that 
type of to and fro. What happened Tuesday, Mr. 
Speaker, up in Somerset, was a new leaf in that the 
shooting took place at a crowd of innocent people. 
The fans and members of the club who had come up 
from National Stadium, gone up to Somerset Cricket 
Club . . . even though we lost, Mr. Speaker, you know 
we still like to embrace as a team and as a group of 
fans around our team. 
 And we went to the club basically embracing 
in that regard. We had just fed our team members, 
and you know that atmosphere was taking place. And 
there were many people just sitting around outside the 
club in that atmosphere of licking our wounds, having 
lost the game. I did not want to say that, but that is the 
reality, Mr. Speaker. We really would have loved to 
have been up there celebrating our victory. But we 
were there just still embracing the team. 
 There were all sorts of fans and members of 
the club outside, Mr. Speaker; a range of different 
ages, and range of different people, meaning male 
and female. Mr. Speaker. It could have been any one 
of us there who has fans to support us of Somerset 
who were in that mix outside, talking with our other 
fans and supporters when the shooting took place, 
randomly being shot into the crowd. That is the first 
time we have seen that, Mr. Speaker. That is a new 
leaf. That is a serious leaf, Mr. Speaker, and that is 
the last thing that we wanted to see. 
 All this time, Mr. Speaker, it had been, as I 
said earlier, you and I shooting at each other as gang 
members, one gang member shooting at the other 
gang member with a specific intent to go after that 
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gang, so to speak, Mr. Speaker. This is a serious step 
that has now just been taken. We should be outraged 
by that, totally outraged up and down in this country, 
because we must, must stamp this out, Mr. Speaker. 
 But, Mr. Speaker, let me get back to what my 
point is. My point, Mr. Speaker, is that this was part of 
the unintended consequences that were predicted 
back when we were having these debates on the 
mega school . . . or not a mega school, back in the 
1990s, when the United Bermuda Party were Gov-
ernment and chose to go this route. We talked about 
some of the unintended consequences would be the 
lack of socialisation of our young people. 
 Let me explain that to you, Mr. Speaker. As a 
student at Berkeley Institute, when I went to Berkeley 
the guys I sat with in the classroom came from every 
part of this country, from as far as St. George’s and 
St. David’s and Hamilton and Pembroke, Somerset, 
Southampton, Warwick. We all sat in class together. 
We played sports together for our school. When we 
left and went up to play against Sandys, we were 
playing against kids who were representing Sandys, 
who, likewise, were from all over the Island. And they 
had to learn to mingle together as friends, because 
they were from all over the Island, just like we were at 
Berkeley. 
 Mr. Speaker, the rivalry then was Berkeley 
against Sandys. It was not about a neighbourhood or 
against this neighbourhood. It was Sandys against 
Berkeley. Some of the guys on the other team were 
my neighbourhood friends. Okay, Mr. Speaker? So we 
learned how to socialise in that area. We played to-
gether on the same team, so we had to respect each 
other. We had to mingle together. 
 Then came the weekend sport, Mr. Speaker, 
when we played for our clubs. When we played for the 
clubs we were playing with our neighbourhood friends. 
We are playing with all the guys from Somerset. When 
we go down to play the other teams, we would be 
playing for the guys from that neighbourhood. But be-
cause during the week we socialised as friends and 
teammates, we knew how to have a friendly rivalry on 
sport. We knew how to have a friendly rivalry just in 
socialising with each other, because we had to mingle 
together from no matter what part of the Island [while] 
we were sitting in that classroom atmosphere. Okay? 
So we met in other atmospheres of our life, we were 
friends anyway. We knew each other. So it was not 
me-against-you because of the turf that I came from, 
the neighbourhood I came from. It was because we 
had already built a relationship because we were so-
cialised in school together, Mr. Speaker. 
 That is a key part that was lost by putting 
people into these mega schools, because they go into 
the mega school late in life where they already come 
from the neighbourhood system. So when they walk in 
there, there is this group from this neighbourhood and 
that group from that neighbourhood, and because of 
that they have already formed this cliquish mentality, 

which has now festered into this gang mentality, Mr. 
Speaker. All of this was predicted, Mr. Speaker, back 
in the 1995 era when this was debated here in this 
House and in this community. 
 Mr. Speaker, another consequence of that 
fallout is the lack of the proper inter-school sports. 
You as a former principal, as a former teacher, as a 
former sportsman, Mr. Speaker, would understand the 
importance that the sport played in school, again, in 
developing our children. It is not just about education. 
And, Mr. Speaker, I am not going to speak to the edu-
cation piece, as I said, because the Shadow Minister 
has already spoken to that. Mine is about the sociali-
sation of our young people in the correct manner. 
 Mr. Speaker, we talk now, 15 years later, 
about how we see our sport in general. The level of 
our sports internationally, and when we compete in-
ternationally, has gone down. Mr. Speaker, part of that 
comes from this whole dysfunction (what I call it) with 
the mega school system, because we have lost that 
inter-[school]-rivalry in sport that helped to develop all 
our sport, from the smallest age right up, playing 
against each other in inter-school sports, and the real 
sense of what an inter-school sport used to be. We 
have lost that. The camaraderie of wanting to give my 
best to get my school against that school does not 
exist in that way anymore, Mr. Speaker. 
 All of these are some of those unintended 
consequences that were predicted, predicted, pre-
dicted up and down this country in those debates that 
took place, Mr. Speaker. 
 Now, Mr. Speaker, here is where I am at now. 
And I am not saying all this to draw out a debate or a 
defence from the other side; I am going to put that up 
front. Because as I said to you clearly when I started 
this discussion, Mr. Speaker, the Government of the 
day was the United Bermuda Party, who put us in this 
situation. The United Bermuda Party does not exist 
anymore, so no one has to defend the United Ber-
muda Party. We are real serious about this. Nobody 
has to defend it. 
 When the PLP became Government we found 
that same lemon and we tried to make lemonade out 
of it. The OBA has found the same lemon, and they 
are trying their best to make lemonade out of it. We 
now have to accept there is no more juice in that 
lemon. There is no juice at all left in that lemon. It is 
just acid and an acid that is destroying our community. 
It is destroying us. That is why we have these gangs. 
That is why we have got people shooting and carrying 
on at each other. We have to stand up and accept that 
it is time to put that thing to bed and go back to what 
we had before. 
 The Shadow Minister and the Throne Speech 
Reply today have talked about removing the middle 
school system and going back to what we had. Mr. 
Speaker, I am calling on us in this House to walk out 
of these Chambers today and give real serious, seri-
ous thought to this: We have to fix what we have cre-
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ated as an unintended consequence. And it is be-
cause of the wrong socialisation that we have placed 
on our young people. It is wrong. And if we want to fix 
it, we have to fix it at the source. And this is one of the 
sources where it needs to be fixed, Mr. Speaker. 
 It is time for us to accept. Let us look at and 
accept that there was a mistake created. No blame on 
anybody in this room because that body does not ex-
ist anymore. So let us not take it, and let us not take it 
as finger-pointing and casting blame on anyone in 
here because that entity does not exist. The United 
Bermuda Party is a dead entity. So no one in this 
room has to get up and defend it. Let us accept, Mr. 
Speaker, where we are and the reality of where we 
are and what it is doing to our young people and doing 
to our communities, Mr. Speaker. 
 Because what happened this week when they 
fired randomly into crowds of innocent people cannot 
be accepted by any of us, Mr. Speaker. That should 
be an outrage to [each] and every one of us in this 
community. I do not care where you live in this com-
munity, Mr. Speaker. We should all be standing up 
and saying, Enough is enough is enough!  

We finally have passed the point where the 
straw has broken the camel’s back. We are there, Mr. 
Speaker. We are there. It is time that we say it is time 
to really sit back and look at the source of this, and let 
us fix it at the source. 
 What we have, Mr. Speaker, has failed us. It 
has failed us, Mr. Speaker. It is clear evidence up and 
down every day that it has failed us. And I give all 
praise to the teachers who are trying their best to pro-
duce the academic side and create an environment 
academically for our children. But when we send our 
children to school, it is not just about academics, Mr. 
Speaker. It is not just about academics. It is the other 
piece, Mr. Speaker, that has caused these unintended 
consequences that has us suffering every day, every 
single day, particularly now, where we are all living 
under this threat right now of this tension that has 
been created since Tuesday. We should not need to 
be living under that, Mr. Speaker. We should not need 
to be. 
 Mr. Speaker, on Tuesday night, as I moved 
around the club after the shooting talking to everybody 
who was there, no matter what group of people was 
there, from the guys on the street to the adults who 
were there to the policemen, Mr. Speaker, everybody 
recognised that this was a new turn, and this was a 
turn that we should not be accepting in this commu-
nity. 

And, Mr. Speaker, the sad part of that was 
that they knew that there were going to be further 
consequences coming out of this. There would be re-
taliations coming out of it. 
 Mr. Speaker, my message that night when I 
was being interviewed called for calmness, called for 
some means for us to not allow this to escalate. And I 
am still there. I am still there. That is why my plea to-

night on this floor is to say that we have to accept that 
we have failed as a country. Not us in this room, be-
cause we were not the Government who created it. 
Neither side of this House. But it failed us, Mr. 
Speaker. And we want to fix it. We have to say it is 
time to draw the line in the sand and accept that this 
thing has failed us. 
 We need to have a system in place that is 
properly socialising our children in a way that they can 
go to any part of this Island and know that, I have got 
a friend over there. We sit in class together, we play 
ball together, whatever. So if I am down there today 
with my football team from my neighbourhood, we are 
still mates. We are still mates. Just because today I 
am coming with my team from my neighbourhood, 
then now, we got to get into a confrontation. If we are 
properly socialised, Mr. Speaker, that will not happen. 
That will not happen. 
 We have created the monster that we have 
now, Mr. Speaker. We birthed it. We birthed it by a 
decision that was made by the United Bermuda Party 
when they chose to go to the mega school system. 
Mr. Speaker, all the writing was on the wall back then 
when we debated it in this House by those who had 
taken enough time to do the research and look at the 
consequences that other places had experienced as a 
result of that, going that way. It was predicted. We are 
now here living with those unintended consequences. 
 We can continue it, or we can say it is time to 
fix it. And my call tonight to us in these Chambers is 
that we have to go away and give the serious thought 
about, it really is time, Minister. It is time. It is time for 
us to give that type of thought to fixing it in a real way. 
Anything else is just putting a Band-Aid on the situa-
tion. Band-Aid on Band-Aid on Band-Aid does not fix 
the sore. We have got to fix the sore, Mr. Speaker, 
and throw the Band-Aids away. 
 Thank you very much. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 Does any other Honourable Member care to 
speak? 
 
[Pause] 
 
The Speaker: Well. I was ready to go home. Not yet? 
The next person better speak up and stand up in time. 
 
[Pause] 
 
The Speaker: The Chair will recognise the Honour-
able Minister for Public Works, the Honourable 
Patricia Gordon-Pamplin. She now has the floor. 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I just want to very briefly reflect 
on a comment made by the last speaker who just took 
his seat. I think that it is very important that we under-
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stand, notwithstanding some of the failures that may 
have come as a result of some of the decisions taken 
in the late 1990s and the like, which were the result of 
the culmination of the ideas and thought processes 
and deliberations made by the Education Planning 
Team, which was a cross-partisan bipartisan commu-
nity effort, the challenges that we must accept and 
understand are that we have some underlying chal-
lenges with parenting.  

I do not want to have to delve too much into 
that. But I think, suffice to say, that as parents we 
must take responsibility for the children that we create 
and to ensure that we arm our children, that we equip 
our children (is probably a better word), to go into the 
communities to be able to interact one with the other 
and to be able to have a healthy social interaction. 
That is a parental responsibility. 
 Mr. Speaker, let me just go to the Throne 
Speech. And let me talk about some of the challenges 
and the hope and the positives that we see as a Gov-
ernment. I had the occasion this week, Mr. Speaker, 
to attend the Standard & Poor’s conference, which is 
one of the CPE conferences that I do every year. As 
an accountant, you have to do your continuing profes-
sional education credits, and this is one that I can al-
ways rely on to get six or seven hours out of. 
 There was a certain spirit in that conference, 
which at the end of it, on Wednesday evening, culmi-
nated in the invitation to go upstairs to the reception 
that was a joint [reception] between Standard & Poor’s 
and the ILS. And I can tell you, Mr. Speaker, that the 
comments that were being made, bar none, were the 
positive vibes that were being obtained, that were be-
ing lived, that were being experienced by people who 
attended both of those conferences in terms of the 
direction of the country, how comfortable they felt, and 
how they felt that their businesses were being em-
braced by the present Government. And it was ex-
pressed in one instance in the panel, and in many in-
stances by virtue of the conversations that were 
made. So I feel very comforted that we are heading in 
the right direction, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I think that what we have to do, 
though, is recognise that the things that we are trying 
to do . . . I want to refer to page 6 of the response to 
the Throne Speech and speak to the issue of less red 
tape and greater foreign investment in the Bermuda 
marketplace, which has come from the Progressive 
Labour Party’s pen. 
 Let me just say, Mr. Speaker, that if that was 
the objective and that is the goal of the Opposition, 
then you would have believed or you would have 
thought that, while they had the opportunity to be able 
to advance those philosophies, that they would have 
done so more effectively, rather than to try to chase 
people out and then say, We want you here. We are 
going to create less red tape for you to make life eas-
ier for you to have businesses operating here, but we 
don’t want you! You know, you cannot have it both 

ways. You cannot. It is like sitting on a picket fence 
and trying to put both ears on the ground at the same 
time. It is physically impossible to do, Mr. Speaker. 
 I think that we have to acknowledge that, in 
our context, it is very important that we embrace busi-
ness, because it is because of the businesses, be-
cause of our economic development and the benefits 
that come from businesses coming to our country, Mr. 
Speaker, that allow us to be able to live a reasonably 
good economic standard of life. 
 They talked in their Throne Speech response 
about tax concessions and economic free zone. And 
yet, whenever we have brought measures to the 
House to encourage business development, we get 
castigated and vilified. So you cannot have this both 
ways. I think it is important; words are very important, 
and the manner in which these words are said. We 
have to be very careful. 
 
Mr. Walton Brown: Point of order, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Yes, Honourable Member. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Mr. Walton Brown: The Honourable Member is mis-
leading the House. On each and every occasion 
where a tax concession has been proposed by Gov-
ernment for business, this side of the House has ac-
tually supported those concessions. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you, thank you. 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: That is not exactly 
true. But if that is his understanding and interpretation, 
I will accept it. 
 Mr. Speaker, in the beginning of this Throne 
Speech response they referred to the politics of fear 
versus politics of fairness. Let me just say, Mr. 
Speaker, that, upon the announcement that there is 
likely to be lots of economic activity coming down the 
pipeline with the various measures that have been 
espoused, we get all kinds of, Oh, the sky is falling. 
Oh, you didn’t do this by way of an RFP. You didn’t do 
this. Almost to say, Oh, my God! Jobs are coming! For 
the One Bermuda Alliance to be producing jobs to 
fulfil their platform that they had put out during their 
election campaign, it just goes against the rhetoric, 
goes against the rhetoric. It does not suit the narrative 
that the Opposition has tried to espouse in order to 
undermine those things that the Government are try-
ing to do. 
 Let me just say, Mr. Speaker, that I am going 
to be very brief on this. But I think it is important to 
understand that our Throne Speech is an overview of 
the legislative agenda. We have heard a lot about, 
Well, how much money are you going to put into this? 
There will be another time for that. Are you going to 

Bermuda House of Assembly 



124 14 November 2014 Official Hansard Report  
 
put funding into Lamb-Foggo clinic, and how are you 
going to do that? There will be a time for that. That will 
come up when we do the Budget Debate. 
 But right now, we are talking about the legisla-
tive agenda. And during that legislative agenda, Mr. 
Speaker, I think it is important that we highlight some 
of the things that we want to do as a Government. 
And in my specific responsibility as the Minister for 
Public Works, I want to speak to page 26 of the 
Throne Speech relating to, “The Ministry of Public 
Works, working with the Ministry of Tourism Develop-
ment . . . will finalize channel upgrades . . .”  

Now, I think it is important to make known that 
prior to going down this path it was important to en-
sure that there was an environmental impact assess-
ment that was done so that, once the final decision is 
made as to how and if this channel is going to be wid-
ened and the like, that at least we understand the un-
derlying problems that may exist and that we have 
taken the necessary steps to ameliorate them. 
 We have done things such as the carrying 
capacity stress test to ensure that, if you have a larger 
vessel coming in with more visitors, can we take it, 
from a transportation perspective, from an infrastruc-
ture perspective? Can we manage? Can we cope? 
And those studies have been done in order to ensure 
that we can receive a larger vessel, that the dock, the 
infrastructure at the dock is appropriate, that we can 
make sure and take care of docking, of physically 
docking the vessels as they come without any nega-
tive impact as a result of it. 
 Let me also move on to the Land Valuation 
and Tax Act, which talks about a revaluation of prop-
erties every five years, which is called the quinquen-
nial review. And Members will be aware, Mr. Speaker, 
that the quinquennial review is due for deposit at the 
end of 2014. This involves the revaluation, or at least 
adopting, information concerning all 35,500 land 
valuation units. Obviously, that cannot be done in any 
particular month. It is a process that has to be en-
gaged upon in order to ensure that the deposit of in-
formation that comes out at the end of the review is 
accurate. 
 In order to be able to ensure that the deposit 
is appropriate we have had to extend the period, not 
because anybody has fallen asleep at the wheel, but, 
rather, because there were some decisions that came 
about from the courts which required legislation in or-
der to make the Act relevant and in order to make the 
actual revaluation of the properties appropriate. What 
has happened in the regard is that that legislation was 
passed in this Honourable House just before we broke 
for the summer. As a result, we are now in the situa-
tion that we could not start the quinquennial review 
prior to having that legislation in place, because there 
were things that needed to be clarified. So with that 
having been done, we will be requesting of this Hon-
ourable House to do a one-year extension so that we 

will be able to deposit the land valuation new listing as 
of 2015 rather than 2014. 
 There are other initiatives, Mr. Speaker. I be-
lieve that is very easy for Members to read. And I 
think some of the comments have already been made 
and have been expressed. So I do not think it is very 
necessary for me to go through all of them. Some will 
require . . . And when the legislation comes to the 
House, we will have ample opportunity to debate. 
 But I think what I would really like to focus on, 
Mr. Speaker, are some of the comments that were 
made in the Reply to the Throne Speech. Let me just 
say, Mr. Speaker, that there are some things here that 
really give us—give me—cause for concern. I am go-
ing to refer in particular to page 19. It is very interest-
ing, Mr. Speaker (this is page 19 of the response) . . . 
no, sorry. Let me go to page 18 of the response first. It 
is calling for the creation of a public registry of paedo-
philes. 
 I can remember the Honourable Deputy 
Speaker, who now sits in this Honourable House, who 
was here during the period from 2003, I think, through 
2007. And it was a constant refrain. Can we please 
have a sex offenders register? Can we please have a 
sex offenders register? It is important for the protec-
tion of our children. It is important for the community 
to know what we are dealing with. And can we please 
have a sex offenders register? 
 So, when you hear that clarion call and the 
constant reverberation of the concern that was articu-
lated during that period of time, I find it really odd to 
see that they will now, as a Government somewhere 
down the road, call for the creation of a public registry 
of paedophiles. Effectively a sex offenders register, 
but on steroids, as it were. Because when you have 
paedophiles, it is an entirely different and more egre-
gious offence. 
 But what I find very interesting through this, 
Mr. Speaker, is that, very recently, during this last 
storm, we had calls, or I had a call from a Member of 
the Opposition asking that we actually release a pae-
dophile, who is in prison, in order to be able to ac-
commodate a certain job process, because this pae-
dophile was known to be excellent in this particular 
craft. 
 So I just question the sincerity of coming with 
a statement like this to say that you want to call for a 
registry of paedophiles on the one hand, and on the 
other hand to say, Let this paedophile into the com-
munity because of certain skills. I just find it extraordi-
nary, to say the least. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Page 19 of the 
Throne Speech response speaks to the issue (in the 
middle of the page) that, “The last two storms have 
made it abundantly clear that we need to develop a 
formal policy about the use of Ministry of Public Works 

 Bermuda House of Assembly 



Official Hansard Report 14 November 2014 125 
 
resources for Ministers and others in regard to na-
tional disasters.” 
 Mr. Speaker, I could not agree more with that 
statement. But what I find very interesting is that I be-
lieve it was a mischievous comment that was directed 
at me, because of some of the comments that were 
just . . . they were vicious. They were malicious. They 
were malevolent. They were untrue, that were es-
poused in the public arena by a Member Opposite to 
suggest that there was some benefit that I had had, 
that my roof had been fixed on my house. 
 Mr. Speaker, as we speak, I have a hole in my 
roof. As of last weekend, I vacuumed 55 gallons of 
water out of my home. So all I could say is that if 
somebody has fixed my roof, we need a whole new 
crew of people, because somebody obviously did not 
do a good job. My roof was not fixed, Mr. Speaker. 
And I do not lament that from the perspective of say-
ing that somebody should have gone to my roof and 
fixed it or did not fix it. The challenge was that we re-
quired tarp to be able to just cover, to support tarp that 
was failing that caused all this water to go into the 
house. 
 But so cold and callous is our approach to-
wards one another, we stand on this floor and we say, 
We have got to work together. We have got to reach 
across the aisle, we have got to embrace one another. 
But how cold and callous are we when we could be so 
insensitive and uncaring that we could actually have 
questions being asked that would say, How many pri-
vate dwellings were visited by and received assis-
tance from employees of the Ministry of Public Works 
in the aftermath of Hurricane Gonzalo? 
 Mr. Speaker, those questions went to the Min-
istry. And I think as a courtesy . . . because they were 
not asked in this Honourable House, they were asked 
in the other place. So as a courtesy, I was given the 
responses, and I was actually quite surprised. I be-
lieve that Members opposite are going to be tremen-
dously upset to know that there were a total of 163 
residences, private residences, that were assisted in 
the process by members of the Public Works teams, 
as well as by Bermuda Regiment coordinated teams, 
which included Public Works staff. I think that they 
were hoping that the answer was going to be one, that 
it was mine, and that somehow I was getting some 
kind of benefit that nobody else had access to. 
 But the idea that there were actually 42 pri-
vate residences, as well as 121 that were part of the 
coordinated team, shows me, Mr. Speaker, that there 
was nothing that was done that was any different than 
that which anybody else could have asked for. And I 
think that when we reach the stage that we are so 
cold and so callous and uncaring and unfeeling, when 
you have got Ministers who are out there, Mr. 
Speaker, spending twice a day in EMO meetings, 
running around to check and do evaluations on every-
body else’s damage, do not have the time to even 
look to cover a hole in your own roof, and that kind of 

untrue information being put out—Oh, the Minister got 
her roof covered! We know that because somebody 
told me—that is mischievous, and it is unacceptable, 
Mr. Speaker. 
 All I can say is if that level of concern had 
been expressed before, then I could say maybe there 
is something wrong here. But somehow, the failure to 
recognise that in a national crisis and emergency, that 
conditions that prevail at that point in time may be dif-
ferent than things that happen on an elective basis at 
another time. So if the Opposition, by virtue of their 
questions, are suggesting that maybe these 162 other 
people ought not to have been helped because there 
is a possibility that in that number there is one Minister 
who was having ceilings caving in and water pouring 
into a house, I think we have hit a new low, Mr. 
Speaker. I think we have hit a new low. 
 Let me say, Mr. Speaker, without fear of con-
tradiction, that if any Member opposite said to me that 
they were having difficulty, I would ask, How can I 
help?—not, How can I continue to keep you buried? 
But there was no concern, there was no comment 
made, Mr. Speaker, when, in fact, as these questions 
came, and apparently members from the department 
were required to say how many houses they had 
worked on, to be able to give the report to say, prior to 
Hurricane Igor, they were requested, they were in-
structed to go from the Public Works depot to the 
home of the then-Leader of the now-Opposition party, 
the then-Premier, to board up his entire house before 
the hurricane! Mr. Speaker, before this hurricane, I 
paid my carpenter to come and board up my two little 
doors that I have. I did not request any assistance 
from anybody. 
 So when you have those types of things being 
demanded . . . We have heard about the wall that was 
built. And there is somehow no appreciation that there 
is a difference between an elective construction, using 
public resources, and a national emergency response. 
If we have not been able to figure that out, because I 
can tell you that when that wall was being built, Mr. 
Speaker, the builder of that wall was not living on the 
wall. The builder of that wall did not have rain pouring 
in, and the builder of that wall did not have ceilings 
caving in. But it is okay that that could be the ap-
proach to me. 
 And, you know, Mr. Speaker, because I know 
that I have the strength, the faith, the resilience, the 
broad shoulders, I can deal with it. There is an ex-
pression that my grandmother always used to say to 
me: Blessed is he who expects nothing, for he shall 
never be disappointed. And you can be assured, Mr. 
Speaker, I expect nothing more than that which I got 
from the people who articulated that position. I am not 
suggesting for a second that everybody on that side of 
the aisle would have subscribed to that philosophy. 
But I can tell you that when you see that level of base, 
just lack of concern for a fellow man, Mr. Speaker, 
and that that is [considered] appropriate and accept-
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able, and we say and hear nothing, I have a serious 
problem with that. 
 And the final thing I want to say, Mr. 
Speaker—I am going to close because I am probably 
the last lady to speak on my side of the aisle tonight . . 
. and I am going to close where the first lady on our 
side started. And that was our absence this morning. 
 Mr. Speaker, it is so important to us, as we 
start to talk about things like domestic violence, and 
we talk about the importance of ensuring that we are 
treated respectfully and with respect, I think what is 
important for me to say, Mr. Speaker, is that when an 
individual—and especially male to female—is intellec-
tually defeated, it is very easy to lash out. Some men 
to women do it physically. We saw a situation where 
one of our candidates now in this upcoming by-
election was assaulted in a court as a result of her 
profession, and was beaten unmercifully because she 
had intellectually defeated the individual who was re-
sponsible. 
 There is no difference [between] one who is 
intellectually defeated and chooses physical reaction 
than one who chooses verbal abuse. Mr. Speaker, I 
am not going to repeat some of the vile and disgusting 
comments that were made, because that is now in the 
public domain, and it is for those who have heard it to 
see. But I can tell you that, as a woman, there is no 
man on this side of the aisle who could ever pass 
those kinds of comments to me or any of my col-
leagues and for me to sit and say nothing. 
 
[Desk thumping] 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: So I do question, 
Mr. Speaker, why we have not heard some type of 
righteous indignation from Members opposite, the fe-
males opposite, because as we went out for press 
conference at lunchtime today, Mr. Speaker, what was 
the Leader of the Opposition saying? Ten cents, ten 
cents, ten cents, ten cents. If that is not disgusting, I 
want to know what is.  
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
[Desk thumping] 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 The Chair now will recognise the Honourable 
Member from Pembroke South East, constituency 21, 
Shadow Minister of Human Affairs, MP Rolfe Com-
missiong. You have the floor. 
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I do not know where to start af-
ter that. But I am going to try. 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: With an apology? 
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: It is getting fairly late to-
night, early morning. It is 12:22.  

 Mr. Speaker, throughout the course of the 
debate, the discussion we have been having here, the 
Speech from the Throne and the subsequent re-
sponse, we have seen a number of Members on the 
other side imply that the Progressive Labour Party, 
frankly, does not know what time it is, that we are not 
sensitive to the significant challenges that are now 
confronting not only the Government in terms of the 
fiscal challenges, but the country at large. 
 I would draw your attention to page 1 of our 
response to the Throne Speech, Mr. Speaker, and I 
quote: “Shared sacrifices as articulated by the Gov-
ernment can never be a reality, if the sacrifice in ques-
tion falls more and more upon lower and middle in-
come workers, the small to mid-sized business sector, 
and Bermuda’s black community in particular . . .” 
 Down at the bottom of the page, Mr. Speaker, 
we continue: “The Progressive Labour Party under-
stands intrinsically that there must be sacrifice in order 
to address our not insignificant fiscal challenges, but a 
plan that does not produce shared sacrifice, as was 
the case with the now deferred Public Bodies Reform 
Bill, is not one that we, along with our friends and so-
cial partners in labour, can support.” 
 Mr. Speaker, earlier we heard the Minister for 
Community Affairs and Sport, Culture, I believe . . .  
 
The Speaker: Yes, Community, Culture and Sport. 
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: Community, Culture and 
Sport, Minister Scott, speak of the commitment that he 
has to social issues. Minister Scott said that in reflec-
tion upon the Government’s Throne Speech, yet that 
commitment is barely reflected in the Throne Speech 
in question. Minister Scott did note that, on page 2 of 
the Government’s Throne Speech, it says here that 
“Economic hardship is widely felt, with Government 
this year setting aside an unprecedented $46.9 million 
in financial assistance to help people in need.” It goes 
on to say that, “There are significant facts of life for 
Bermuda, reflecting a situation that is unacceptable 
and unsustainable, constituting a national challenge 
that must be confronted and reversed. 
 “It is a challenge that involves everyone be-
cause the consequences involve everyone,” it adds. 
“How Bermudians respond as a people will have an 
impact on the future.” 
 Yet, Mr. Speaker, we see no attempt at inno-
vation with respect to how we can begin to reform 
some of the regulations and processes in Financial 
Assistance in order to help obviate and address some 
of the growing hardships felt by a broad cross section 
of Bermudians, who through no fault of their own, 
hardworking people, may now find themselves un-
employed. 
 You see, Financial Assistance, Mr. Speaker, 
has never been designed to deal with short- to mid-
term unemployment amongst Bermudians. We are a 
country, unlike many of the other nations that we 
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compare ourselves to, that has no unemployment in-
surance. So those who fall on hard times through un-
employment, in some cases have to go to seek relief 
with the department that is not really designed and is 
ill-suited to address their needs. Thus we have this 
mismatch and significant frustration on many who 
seek to get relief at the Department of Social Assis-
tance, or Financial Assistance. 
 Mr. Speaker, we on this side of the aisle, by 
way of an op-ed that was submitted and published in 
the 1Royal Gazette only about three weeks ago by the 
Member on our side, MP Weeks, who spoke for Fi-
nancial Assistance, put forth a number of recommen-
dations. I now speak for Financial Assistance, and I 
would like to quote some of the recommendations that 
he put forth by way of that op-ed. 
 “[We propose, number one, that] a temporary 
change to the Financial Assistance policy to allow 
people who have lost their jobs to apply for assistance 
immediately and not have to wait three months, by 
which time their savings have dwindled and their per-
sonal debt is likely to have grown.” 
 Number two, and I quote, “A temporary sus-
pension of the policy that restricts individuals with over 
$5,000 in assets from receiving aid . . . Home owner-
ship is a key component of ending multi-generational 
poverty.” 
 “For that reason” (and with some conditions) 
“we propose a loosening of this policy to enable peo-
ple to” (obtain the assistance they need) “while retain-
ing their property for future generations.” 
 Number three, “A reassessment of the verifi-
cation process used to determine if recipients are 
seeking work. In light of the current job market, many 
recipients of Financial Assistance simply have run out 
of places to look for work.” 
 Number four, “Temporarily allowing part-time 
employees who earn . . . $20,000” (or less) “annually 
. . .” (and there are some individuals in our community 
who fit that description) “(with children under 18-years 
of age) to apply for a food voucher or non-cash card 
to supplement their ability to purchase . . .” groceries 
and related staples. 
 Number five, “Temporarily allowing recipients 
on FA to keep their vehicles. Many employment or 
entrepreneurial opportunities today call for workers to 
have their own vehicles.” 
 And six, and finally, we must increase the 
penalties for those who commit financial assistance 
fraud. The growing numbers in need of assistance—
those who would exploit the system “must face the full 
weight of the law.” 
 Mr. Speaker, these reforms, we think, better 
reflect our times and bring the type of changes to 
some of the rules and regulations and processes of 
Financial Assistance that will be more realistic in an 
era where unemployment still is persistently high, par-

1 Royal Gazette, 1 November 2014 

ticularly amongst black Bermudians, whom I suspect, 
anecdotally at least, form the biggest client base 
within the Financial Assistance Department. 
 Moving on, Mr. Speaker, at a time when hu-
man resources globally (and here I am quoting from 
our Reply to the Throne Speech on page 3, at the bot-
tom of the page, Mr. Speaker): “At a time when hu-
man resources globally are the most valuable of re-
sources it makes no sense investing in workforce de-
velopment and education at the local level if at the 
same time immigration policies are undermining the 
ability of Bermudians to obtain good, well-paying jobs, 
and pursue their professional aspirations.” 
 Mr. Speaker, we do know that in a prior era of 
Bermuda’s history, Immigration worked in a very pow-
erful and insidious way to marginalise significant 
numbers of Bermudians in this economy, to such an 
extent that even today, where we see a private sector, 
particularly international business, that still does not 
look like the country it is located in in terms of its di-
versity at all levels, where we have an industry that 
has been in Bermuda for 25 to 30 years (since the 
1980s, probably), but yet we still find Bermudians 
playing not the sort of dominant role that they have 
played in other sectors of our economy, as for exam-
ple, in Government, what has happened that has 
caused Bermudians not to be able to migrate and to 
be promoted and to achieve great and substantive 
things within one of Bermuda’s chief earners of in-
come for this country? It is something that we still are 
grappling with, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, notwithstanding the present 
challenges, we believe that from a strategic perspec-
tive, workforce development is going to be essential to 
building a twenty-first century economy for Bermuda. 
And, Mr. Speaker, workforce development, I am not 
speaking particularly of the Department of Workforce 
Development. That, too, is a by-product of previous 
PLP Governments. I am speaking about the strategic 
model that we have to create to ensure that, as we 
move forward, the mistakes that we made in the past, 
which led to a significant underdevelopment of Ber-
mudians within our workforce, are not going to be rep-
licated. 
 And to moreover speak to that point, Mr. 
Speaker, I am convinced that at the strategic level, we 
must see more cooperation not only with respect to 
the Department of Workforce Development, but also 
with other Ministries, to bring a realisation of this goal. 
Those Ministries would be Immigration, as I alluded 
to; Education, even inclusive of Bermuda College. I 
believe that these are the three critical nodes of work-
force development in Bermuda. And I believe that we 
must have a more synergistic and a more cooperative 
model to formulate policy and to execute it to achieve 
the strategic goals that we need to ensure that Ber-
mudians are going to be able to move forward and 
benefit in the economy that we have and the economy 
that we are likely to develop over the coming years. 
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 Mr. Speaker, earlier the Minister of Education 
and Economic Development spoke of, in terms of his 
education portfolio/Ministry, that part of the Ministry . . 
. rather, about the role that Career Pathways is [play-
ing]. I am happy with some of what he has proposed 
and what the Ministry intends to do. I am all for the 
migration of Career Pathways down into the middle 
schools. You may remember, Mr. Speaker, we all 
know that the Mincy Report by way of recommenda-
tions did recommend what was originally known as 
Career Academies, and what was Bermudianised to 
now be known as Career Pathways. 
 We know that that programme, Mr. Speaker, 
that provides mentorship and job shadowing for our 
young people, exposing them to the great diversity of 
occupations that are available to them in Bermuda, 
and programmes like the Cisco certification pro-
gramme, which is now at Bermuda College, which can 
provide a global pathway for young Bermudians, a 
global passport for well-paying jobs anywhere in the 
world—these are the type of programmes that the 
Progressive Labour Party promoted pre-2012. I am 
happy that they are still in place and providing good 
value. 
 But we need to do more. In that respect, Mr. 
Speaker, I am saying now to all the Members: If they 
were really going to have a dynamic twenty-first cen-
tury economy, we are going to have to embrace and 
promote at all levels, at the college level, Bermuda 
College, throughout the rest of the senior down to 
middle school levels and in terms of training, in terms 
of workforce development, a more focused, a greater 
focus on STEM learning—science, technology, engi-
neering and math. I was a little disappointed with 
some of the results that came out by way of the edu-
cation statistics that revealed that, in terms of science, 
or in math, rather, we are not doing as good as we 
need to. 
 The other thing is, we must also realise that 
we have not yet gotten over the hump (if I can use 
that term) with respect to the gender imbalance that is 
going on in our school system. The Minister revealed, 
although no one has really talked about it or focused 
on this, that the graduation levels in the aggregate of 
females was double that of males. For those coming, 
starting at S1, almost twice the number of females 
graduated in S4. So we still have a problem. 
 This ties in to some of the conversation that 
has percolated throughout the night with respect to 
what is happening out in our community with the hor-
rible violence that is taking place, again, the upsurge 
of gang violence that has gone on over the last few 
days. I am of the opinion that some of these issues 
that I have been talking about are directly impacting 
on what we are seeing in terms of some of these 
negative outcomes. What is happening to those men, 
the over 100 of them who started in S1? Those young 
men who are now out in the community, who do not 
have the necessary skills, education to go out there 

and compete in a more hyper-competitive Bermudian 
environment? It was like that before the recession. 
Imagine what it is like now. 
 Where are these men gravitating to? We may 
find that more than we think are gravitating to the illicit 
economy. And with that brings some of the issues that 
we are talking about. So these are the challenges we 
have before us, and we cannot lose sight of the fact 
that we still need to address these issues with respect 
to our young black men in this community. 
 Mr. Speaker, I think that is my core presenta-
tion right now. Like I said, it is getting late now. But I 
just want to close, Mr. Speaker, by reiterating the fact 
that immigration can make or break our success here. 
As stated earlier, we cannot have any success in 
terms of moving our people forward, creating the bal-
ance that I am hearing them talking about over on the 
other side, if Immigration is working in a counterpro-
ductive manner to undermine the hopes and aspira-
tions of Bermudians within this workplace.  

I do not think, and many of us are not confi-
dent, that they have that balance right. We have one 
Minister who is almost Janus Headed, who again 
speaks the good talk when it comes to talking about 
protecting the interests of Bermuda’s workers. We 
have that programme coming in in December. It is 
going to require all employers who are seeking work 
permits to place those jobs on the Job Board, another 
PLP product. 
 But at the same time, he is putting in place, 
both legislatively and policy-wise, policies and legisla-
tion which can have the potential of making it more 
difficult for qualified and trained Bermudians to find a 
place within this economy. Mr. Speaker, I go through-
out my constituency, and I am not only finding nowa-
days working-class young black men in my constitu-
ency who are unemployed, some going on unem-
ployment to the tune of a year or more, but there is a 
young lawyer I bumped into in my constituency just 
back six months or eight months, who has got a law 
degree and cannot find work. I have not talked to him 
in about two months. I am hoping that situation has 
changed. I have a young banker, or not-so-young 
banker, middle-aged banker, who is also unemployed. 
And he has been unemployed for, I think, close to a 
year. 
 The great danger now is that the longer peo-
ple go unemployed, the more corrosive their skill sets 
become. You know, it is like if you are going to play 
football, you have got to go out there and train. These 
people are not exercising their talents in the commu-
nity, in the workplace. So those skills they have, those 
talents will atrophy. Right? And be eroded. For some, 
especially those who are unemployed now who are 
middle-aged, it is going to be very difficult for them to 
find work, number one, and to be able to really func-
tion successfully in these workplaces. And to retrain is 
going to be part of this. 
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 But those are just some of my thoughts, Mr. 
Speaker. I think that it has not been, to me, a very 
stimulating debate thus far. It has not reached the 
heights that I think that it needed to. But like I said, we 
do our best, as we can. And I am sure the Members 
on the other side have done their best to make this 
productive. I want to thank you for your time, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 The Chair will now recognise the Member 
from Warwick West, constituency 28. MP Jefferson 
Sousa, you have the floor. 
 
Mr. Jeff Sousa: Good morning, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Good morning. 
 
Mr. Jeff Sousa: Happy Saturday. Of course, good 
morning to those who may still be awake and listening 
in the listening audience. 
 Yesterday and this morning we continued to 
debate the OBA Government’s Throne Speech. It is 
very clear to myself that our Government continues to 
move Bermuda in the right direction, and I would hope 
that our people likewise feel the same way. This is 
what we promised to do, and we will deliver. Bermudi-
ans voted for hope two years ago, and again, we will 
deliver. 
 Growing Bermuda’s economy is the number 
one priority of the OBA Government, or I should say 
the highest priority of the OBA Government. There are 
going to be numerous opportunities for our people 
going forward, as we have heard several times tonight 
with the groundbreaking at Ariel Sands. We have 
seen the Green family invest enormous amounts of 
money in Bermuda. They are still going to do more 
work on their South Shore property. We see the great 
hope with the Morgan’s Point property. Likewise, we 
feel very confident with the America’s Cup. All these 
things will produce jobs for our people. 
 But what is key is that our people must be 
prepared for these jobs. And in my particular role as 
Chairman of the National Training Board, myself and 
the working committee have worked extremely hard to 
produce Bermuda’s first National Training Plan Part 1. 
And we have had three town hall meetings throughout 
the country, and we are doing now a 10-part talk show 
series to break this down so that people understand. 
Because what concerns me is, for example, I went 
into a class and asked the children what they wished 
to be. And a majority of the class said they wanted to 
be working in one of those labs like on “CSI.” Well, I 
have to say, you can do that; but you might have to do 
that in Atlanta or New York. Those jobs are not avail-
able in Bermuda. 
 So it is key to direct our people, whether they 
are young people or people looking at getting retrain-
ing, where the jobs are going to be and what jobs 

there will be. And of course, this is touched on at 
pages 12 and 13 of the Throne Speech. Again, I 
would encourage those listening to read the National 
Training Plan. This is not a plan that was produced to 
be put up on a shelf. It is a working, living, breathing 
document that is to be used short-term and for gen-
erations to come. And it can be read on the Govern-
ment portal, www.gov.bm. 
 Recently, at one of the talk shows we had 
students who were giving testimonials of training that 
they had received from the National Training Board. 
And it is everything from a young lady going off to the 
UK to study to be a butcher, or another young lady 
studying to be an electrician. Listening to these young 
people truly made me feel proud to be Bermudian. 
And we need to continue to guide our people on 
where these opportunities are. 
 Mr. Speaker, while we grow the economy, at 
the same time it is very important to be promoting and 
making sure that our people have a clear understand-
ing of our Island’s rich and diverse heritage, both lo-
cally and abroad. And this is something that I feel will 
instil national pride in our people. Of course, I am 
happy to see this in the Throne Speech, on page 21. I 
truly believe that the promotion of cultural tourism is 
certainly the way to go and I certainly welcome the 
introduction of the National Cultural Heritage policy. 
 Strengthening our national identity is key. We 
must instil national pride in our people. On that note, 
Mr. Speaker, I am happy to see (and you know your-
self very well, because you were the one that initiated 
this) that it is about time that we have a home for the 
Sports Hall of Fame. Sports is big in this community, 
and it is a true . . . It shows the inner fibre of people 
and how strong they are. So many of our young peo-
ple do not know. If they were to see, for example, 
Townsey Russell and George Sousa talking in Island 
Cuisine, they would not have a clue who they were. 
They would just think it was two old men over there 
talking. And by doing things like we recently did by 
naming the road after Clyde Best, who broke numer-
ous barriers and assisted people in the world in the 
sport of football, those are fantastic, fantastic things. I 
am really glad, and I will assist in any way I can so 
that we actually will have a physical Sports Hall of 
Fame. 
 I am also very happy to see in the Throne 
Speech that we are looking at involving more young 
people. I do feel that this is very important. This has 
been a personal passion of myself, and we need to 
push this. Just recently, I have advised or asked that 
some young people be asked to come on to the Na-
tional Training Board who are very entrepreneurial, 
because we need the experience of those who are 
mature, but at the same time, young people today, 
with this fast-moving world, have lots of new and vi-
brant ideas. We need to utilise them as well. 
 I do agree with much that was said today by 
many on both sides. And I would like to ask that we all 
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come together and do what is best for Bermuda, ver-
sus the constant ping-pong. Obviously, the young 
people are looking at how we conduct ourselves in the 
House of Assembly. Recently, I was in Toronto with 
my son and my daughter. My son is 32; my daughter 
is just about 30. And it was the first time we had a 
family trip in 20 years. And, you know, the family were 
saying, Dad, don’t go on the cell phone. And it is 
pretty hard to do that when you are involved, as I am, 
in Bermuda. And of course, when I saw that the shoot-
ings had taken place in numerous areas, you know, in 
honesty, my heart was truly hurting. 
 But we must address education. We must 
address jobs for our people. We must address all 
these things, because we can have a brand-new ho-
tel, a brand-new airport, et cetera, et cetera. But if we 
have these crimes taking place and stuff, we are not 
really going anywhere. So we all need to work on that, 
and I would encourage everybody in this House to try 
our hardest to work together.  
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 The Chair will now recognise the Honourable 
Member from Smith’s South, constituency 8, the Gov-
ernment Whip and Government House Leader, MP 
Cole Simons. You have the floor. 
 
Mr. N. H. Cole Simons: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I do know we have just come 
through an emergency crisis. We have had tropical 
storm Fay, and we also had Hurricane Gonzalo. But 
be that as it may, generally, Bermudians are very re-
silient people. In a short period of time, we were able 
to get our Island home cleaned up. We had energy 
restored. We had our homes and gardens cleaned up 
and reorganised. We had our tanks done. And busi-
ness was back to normal within a number of days. 
 But, Mr. Speaker, there are people out there 
still suffering through their personal storms. Personal 
storms in the form of economic storms, financial 
storms, family breakdowns, family dynamics—these 
social storms still plague some of our people. And we 
need to help them during these difficult times as we 
did during the hurricane. Because these storms can-
not continue in our family. 
 
[Mrs. Suzann Roberts-Holshouser, Deputy Speaker, 
in the Chair] 
 
Mr. N. H. Cole Simons: [Madam Deputy] Speaker, I 
will start on the financial side, and then I am going to 
weave my way through to the economic side.  

On page 1, we said, you know, some of these 
personal economic storms are a direct correlation to 
Government and inefficiencies in Government. That is 
on page 1 of the Throne Speech, Madam Deputy 
Speaker, we say, “. . . Bermuda is being tested by an 
economy no longer big enough to meet the needs of 

many Bermudians, and by cost and debt pressures 
that, if left unchecked, threaten the Island’s solvency 
and financial independence.” Madam Deputy 
Speaker, that is a very, very, very strong statement. 
 Madam Deputy Speaker, the Throne Speech 
goes on to say, “This situation is deeply challenging.” 
And I go on to say, this situation cannot be left unad-
dressed, and we need to have courage and make 
some bold and very difficult decisions. 
 Madam Deputy Speaker, as was said earlier, 
the Government deficit in the past two fiscal years 
ended up at $60 million. Interest payments for the cur-
rent year totalled $113,500,000 for one year for debt 
servicing costs. Let us put this debt servicing cost in 
the proper context in regards to the overall Govern-
ment expenditure. Now, we know that this debt servic-
ing cost, this $113 million, are paid to financial institu-
tions, and in some cases to investors. But I would 
venture to say most of this money leaves the country.  

Madam Deputy Speaker, we are paying more 
in interest servicing than we paid for the Ministry of 
Tourism and Transportation. The Ministry of Transpor-
tation and Tourism, we pay $105 [million] a year. Pub-
lic Works, we are paying $82 million a year. Again, 
this is $30 million more in interest payments than we 
are paying for the Department of Works and Engineer-
ing. 
 If you look at Community and Cultural Affairs, 
Community Affairs, basically Financial Assistance, 
supporting our people, that total payment for 2014/15 
is $86 million. Again, we are paying $113 million in 
debt service, and yet we are only paying $86 million 
for our social programmes under the Ministry of 
Community and Cultural Affairs. This is not right, and 
this needs to change. 
 Even capital structures—capital structures, we 
are paying $61.99 million. The most interesting num-
ber that I found, and I broke down education and 
business development. We are paying $114 million for 
education, an investment in our future. And yet again, 
if you compare it to interest payments, interest pay-
ments again is $113 million. We are paying $1 million 
less in education to meet our interest payment needs. 
So this expense needs to be managed, needs to be 
reduced if we are to provide more services to our 
families who are facing personal economic, personal 
family storms. 
 Madam Deputy Speaker, a lot has been said 
about the SAGE Report. But I think we need to really 
address the elephant in the room. And the elephant in 
the room is the size of Government and employment 
in Government. In Bermuda, there is a sense that eve-
ryone wants to go to Government so they can have a 
job for life, employment security for life. But I think, 
Madam Deputy Speaker, those days are over. Those 
employees in Government, in the civil service, must 
come into the real world. They must come into the real 
world. In the private sector, we have qualified hard-
working people losing their jobs because of the eco-
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nomic cycles three or four times during their career. 
During their career, we have had hardworking Ber-
mudians in the private sector lose a job through no 
fault of theirs. 
 I think Government needs to really assess the 
strength of its workforce based directly on the strength 
of Government. You cannot have a strong Govern-
ment with inefficient operations. You cannot have a 
cost-effective Government with excess spending and 
unbridled expenses. So I think Bermuda needs to 
come to terms with the SAGE Report and some [of 
the] recommendations. I applaud the Minister for 
working with the unions and working with other stake-
holders to come up with ways to reduce the cost of 
Government. And I say that because if we can save 
$30 million out of this [$113 million] interest payment 
that we pay every year to financial institutions for our 
debt, imagine how much more money we could invest 
in education, how much more we could invest in 
health care; how much more money we could invest in 
infrastructure; how much more money we could invest 
in business skills training; how much more money we 
could invest in loan support for small businesses. 

Madam Deputy Speaker, the time has come 
for us to change the paradigm of employment in the 
Civil Service. I know that this is going to be controver-
sial. I know that this is not going to be palatable, but 
we are in a state of crisis. And in a state of crisis we 
must make bold and difficult decisions that we all can 
live with for the long-term sustainability of this country. 
 On a personal note, I want to commend the 
Government for working with the grocery stores, for 
the continued 10 per cent discount days. I want to 
thank Lindo’s, the Supermarket, and the MarketPlace. 
Again, this will help our families who are in an eco-
nomic storm.  
 Madam Deputy Speaker, having said that, I 
also, as my colleague, the Honourable Sylvan Rich-
ards said, spoke to one of the owners of these grocery 
stores and they have indicated to me that there has 
been a lot of abuse by some of Bermuda’s elite, by 
coming in and buying all their luxury items, luxury 
products, luxury wines, champagnes, caviar, lobster 
on Wednesday—and that is not on. That is not on. 
This discount was not intended for those people who 
are economically secure and that have the means to 
sustain themselves.  
 Madam Deputy Speaker, one of our other ini-
tiatives to help persons with [the] economic storm is 
the issue of the banking association increasing credit 
flows so that we can stimulate our economy. I am glad 
to see that the Minister will be meeting with the bank-
ers to see what can be done for them to take a more 
active role in stimulating the economy in the country 
by having more robust cash flow initiatives. The inter-
esting thing on this topic, I would like to bring to the 
House’s attention a consumer ad that led me to be-
lieve that some bank may be listening to our com-
ments. If you will allow me, the ad was in the Royal 

Gazette, and the institution said, “Buy the car or bike 
you love. Zero down payment. We lend you the full 
amount of your purchase for cars, bikes, accessories, 
and insurance. Make overpayments without charges. 
Flexible repayment schedule between one and five 
years. Competitive interest rates. Unsecured loans. 
No personal guarantees or cash security required.”  
 Now, this is a consumer loan. This can be 
seen to be part of the institution’s initiative to work 
with the Government to enhance and provide more 
credit to the community. I have my issues with this. 
But I raise it and I table it for the consideration of the 
House, in that this can be construed as a manner in 
which an institution is making quick consumer credit 
available to the community. This could be just a de-
partmental institution. I have not spoken to the execu-
tives, so I am just taking it on its face value for what it 
is.  
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Mr. N. H. Cole Simons: I said “an institution.” I did not 
say which one.  
 
[Inaudible interjection]  
 
Mr. N. H. Cole Simons: I am a banker, and so I de-
clare that interest. 
  
[Inaudible interjections and laughter]  
 
Mr. N. H. Cole Simons: Madam Deputy Speaker, we 
have also talked about hotel development and there is 
an interesting benefit for hotel development that has 
not been spoken of. And, again, to help my people 
who are in [an] economic storm, who may have lost 
part of their home, who need furniture, keep your eyes 
and ears open for hotel sales—hotel sales.  

Pink Beach had a sale of their furnishings, 
fabulous condition. They were basically giving them 
away. It was like Cup Match. I went myself. It was like 
Cup Match. Cambridge Beach had a similar sale. 
Hamilton Princess had a sale. Again, these are ave-
nues that can support our community. Not in the tradi-
tional way, from hotel development, but this is a by-
product down the chain that can be a benefit to the 
people of this country. So I say to them: Keep your 
eyes and ears open.  
 Now, the issue of reverse mortgages during 
the economic storms of our seniors, to support those 
who are land rich, cash poor. What I would say with 
this is tread softly, softly, softly, softly. There are 
benefits, but there are also challenges. I think those 
decisions need to be made by family members and 
not just the homeowners, because, at the end of the 
day, if families want to keep their homesteads in their 
families, there has to be agreement. The way some of 
these things are structured, as time progresses, your 
equity in these properties will diminish and when you 
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die or you move from your primary residence, your 
property will be sold to pay for the debt you have in-
curred. And so if little Johnny wants to maintain his 
homestead, well, he and his brother and sister must 
work with their parents to ensure that they are all in 
this reverse mortgage agreement together. If not, 
there can be devastating effects on the family. 

So I say to my team (and I recognise they 
have not made a commitment), move with caution and 
do the thorough examination of this option that we are 
presenting to our seniors.  

The other issue that I would like to address 
. . . I want to commend the Bermuda Economic De-
velopment Corporation for the work that they have 
done because, at the end of the day, we need to en-
sure that the average Bermudian participates in the 
current economic recovery. We have said that we 
have passed the bottom and we are on our way up 
again. For us to be sustainable, for the people to feel 
encouraged to come with us, they should feel as 
though they are part of the economic growth. They will 
have to feel that they are empowered. So I say to the 
Bermuda Economic Development agency, Keep up 
the good work. To date, they had 351 clients seeking 
business advice and they have provided $2.28 million 
in loan guarantees for small businesses. So I say [to 
them], Keep on that track. 
 Also, in helping our people in economic 
storms, we are addressing the cost of energy in this 
country. I understand that we are reviewing the legis-
lation reform. We are addressing the energy regula-
tory authority. We are promoting alternative energy. 
But then there is the issue that I have heard since I 
have been here since 1998—the interconnection of 
the homes to BELCO’s grid. This has been an endur-
ing problem that needs to be resolved once and for 
all. It has been going on for far too long. I commend 
my team for the RFP requests they are putting in 
place for the photovoltaic facility that they are estab-
lishing at the airport. 
 The other issue that I would like to address is 
the issue of violence and gang lifestyles. A lot has 
been said and we have spoken about Team Street 
Safe. We have talked about the work that it involves. 
[We have talked about] Mirrors. The Honourable 
Member from [constituency] 35, Mr. Lister, spoke 
about getting back to basic values, addressing the 
mega school issues. I intend to say this: We need, as 
parents, to take ownership of our role as parents. In 
addition, we need for our males to stop being [only] 
sperm donors [but] be fathers. 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Mr. N. H. Cole Simons: They need to be fathers.  

I was at a dinner one day and I said to this 
lady, Who is your father? So she told me who he was. 
I said, You are his child? And I knew this man had 

four children by his wife, because I was friendly with 
his wife’s family and their children. 

Anyway, we got talking and the conversation 
evolved and evolved [and] come to find out that this 
man had 20 children in Bermuda—20 children!  
 
[Laughter] 
 
Mr. N. H. Cole Simons: People laugh. To me, that is 
part of the problem. 
 
[Inaudible interjection]  
 
Mr. N. H. Cole Simons: Because you have mothers 
out there that are raising sons and there is no guid-
ance from any father. And so the mothers can’t deal 
with their sons. Some mothers do a good job with 
dealing with their sons, individual mothers. But others 
are challenged and they need support. And so I say, 
fathers, step up to the wicket. Be responsible. It will be 
difficult. Make some sacrifices because you owe it to 
your son or daughter. You owe it to your son or 
daughter.  
 The Honourable Member Lister, from con-
stituency [35] also raised the issue of global career 
paths on Menzi’s [sic] report.  
 
An Hon. Member: Who? 
 
Mr. N. H. Cole Simons: Menzi . . . the report from— 
 
[Inaudible interjection]  
 
Mr. N. H. Cole Simons: Mincy report. 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Mr. N. H. Cole Simons: Somebody mentioned it.  
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Mr. N. H. Cole Simons: I think that is crucial because 
if a young man feels that he is productive, if a young 
man has a job, the likelihood of him getting into ne-
farious activity, unacceptable social behaviour dimin-
ishes. If they feel that they can make a contribution to 
achieve the things that they want, then the opportuni-
ties for lifestyles that are anti-social will be reduced. 
So, again, I think global career pathways are very, 
very important. 

Again, there are a lot of personal family 
storms when it comes it child abuse in this country. 
Almost every week we have people in court for mo-
lesting or violating our children and young people—
almost every week. And this must stop. This must 
stop, and so I was delighted to see that we are 
amending the Criminal Code to address the issue of 
child pornography. It is long overdue. In addition, I 
support the Honourable Deputy Speaker’s comments 
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toward the child abuse register. Again, we need to 
provide more support for the families and the victims. 

As was said earlier, health care can wipe out 
many families’ economic base. Poor health has seri-
ous ramifications for our families and costs of care 
cripple families economically.  

Let me share a real story with you. A col-
league of mine came to me and said, Cole, I am an-
noyed. I said, What’s wrong? [She said], My mother-
in-law is ill and she has had a heart attack and they 
want to ship her overseas. I have three in-laws. One is 
a young lady and two are adults in their 40s and 50s, 
and then there is my husband. Now, my husband is 
working. The youngest sister-in-law is just 30, and the 
40- and 50-year-old brother- and sister-in-law do not 
have the economic means.  

So this lady said that the rest of the family is 
expecting her husband and herself to cover the cost of 
the mother-in-law when there are three other children 
in the family. And they have to go to Sunshine 
League—no, what is the health . . . 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Mr. N. H. Cole Simons: The LCCA [The Lady Cubitt 
Compassionate Association], to get support and she 
is saying, My husband has to go and sign the forms 
on behalf of the whole family. What am I to do? I have 
my mortgage. I have my children away at school. And 
they have three adult children.  

She feels helpless, because she has to help 
the rest of her family and still sustain her own family, 
her child overseas, pay the mortgage, and help her 
family, knowing that there are three other adult chil-
dren in the family that cannot help. These are real cir-
cumstances that we need to address and help.  

Health care is very close to my heart because 
there are a lot of people that have no insurance. A lot 
of people are underinsured. So I am delighted to see 
that the Minister is reviewing their health care plan for 
the country. She will be building on the existing health 
plan so that everyone has universal health care.  
 The last issue, Madam Deputy Speaker, that I 
would like to speak to is the National Youth Policy. I 
look forward to seeing the National Youth Policy be-
cause one thing I am learning as I am getting older, I 
am working with more and more young people. I want 
to tell you that these young people are very, very im-
pressive. They are articulate. They are smart. They 
get things done quickly and they want to make a dif-
ference in their lives and in the community. But you 
have to go to them on their terms. Do not expect for 
them to come to us. We have to go to them to en-
courage them to participate in Bermuda’s evolution 
and the development of this country. 

I say to the Members of Parliament, let us en-
courage our youth to get more involved in this country 
than they are. I have two young professional daugh-
ters and I am trying my best. It is not always easy, but 

I have to keep persevering because when I am gone 
they will need to stand to the wicket and take over this 
country. So let’s encourage our young people [to] roll 
up their sleeves and get it done. As I said, we are a 
resilient country. We work best when we are working 
together, when everyone feels comfortable in their 
homes, when everyone is rowing in the same direc-
tion.  

Madam Deputy Speaker, on that note, I say, 
Bermuda, let’s work together. Let’s bring our youth 
along with us. Let’s get Bermuda back on [her] feet so 
she can be sustainable, viable, [and] economical 
again.  

Thank you. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you very much. 
 Are there any other Members that would like 
to speak to the Throne Speech and Reply? 
 The Chair recognises the Shadow Minister of 
Finance, the Deputy Leader of the Opposition, from 
Pembroke West Central, constituency 18, Mr. E. 
David G. Burt. You have the floor. 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Good evening and thank you . . . 
or good morning! And thank you very much, Madam 
Deputy Speaker. 
 Madam Deputy Speaker, last week, or eight 
days ago, the people of Bermuda were treated to a 
Throne Speech as read by His Excellency the Gover-
nor. And what I will say to start, Madam Deputy 
Speaker, is that those persons and those Bermudians 
who were expecting vision got nothing. If they were 
expecting hope, or if they were expecting ideas, they 
were short on that. And for people who need jobs, I do 
not really believe that there was much inside of this 
Throne Speech. The muted response, I think, Madam 
Deputy Speaker, was reflected by the rain that poured 
down. It was as if God was literally pouring cold water 
on the OBA’s Throne Speech. And very long speech, 
at that, almost 10,000 words. But one would say that it 
was lacking boldness and it was lacking a vision.  
 Now, the speaker who led off for the Govern-
ment today, MP Mark Pettingill— 
 
An Hon. Member: He did a great job. 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: —said that the PLP’s response, 
Madam Deputy Speaker, was ideas and no details. 
Well, at least our speech had ideas, because the 
OBA’s speech had few ideas and certainly did not 
have any details.  

What it did contain was a lot of words and 
phrases, such as, “assess the feasibility”, “examine 
the ramifications”, “form a committee”, “investigate 
how”. Then, MP Pettingill spoke about that the OBA is 
a Government that is doing, that is finishing things. 
Well, if I can Madam Deputy Speaker, let me read a 
list of items that were promised in the 2013 Throne 
Speech. And when I do this, Madam Deputy Speaker, 
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you can tell me if this is a Government that is “doing” 
or is this a Government that is too distracted by scan-
dal in deciding who should be getting the next no-bid 
contract in order to do their work. 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
[Hon. K. H. Randolph Horton, Speaker, in the Chair] 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: I will read a few of those items 
right now, Mr. Speaker.   

• Last year we heard a referendum on gam-
ing will take place in the first quarter of 
2014. We all know what happened to that. 

• We heard that there will no longer be con-
scription for the Bermuda Regiment. The 
notices have gone to newspaper again for 
conscription. 

• We heard that there will be an Office of the 
Contractor General formed to oversee Gov-
ernment projects. Well, I am certain that the 
Office of the Contractor General did not 
oversee the airport project because that just 
went without a bid for $200 million. 

• The regulation of energy will move to Regu-
latory Authority. Something that was re-
peated again. 

• Up to 20 per cent of Government spending 
on goods and services will be awarded to 
small business. Something we heard again 
this year, something that we have been 
hearing from the United Bermuda Party 
since 2003. 

• Absentee ballet will happen for college stu-
dents and travellers. I wonder if that is going 
to be in place for Tuesday, Mr. Speaker.  

• How about this? Confiscated funds from the 
Proceeds of Crime Act, funds will also go to 
help support short-term initiatives for out-of-
work Bermudians. Did we get that, Mr. 
Speaker? 

• How about a national strategy to be devel-
oped to revitalise Bermuda’s agriculture— 

 
POINT OF ORDER 

 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Point of order, Mr. 
Speaker. It is late, but we are paying attention.  
 
The Speaker: Yes, sir. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: The Honourable Member 
is incorrect on that. Short-term initiatives were done, 
so he should probably go back and look at the history. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you. 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Mr. Speaker, what I will say is, we 
have the confiscated funds from the Proceeds of 

Crime Act, and I invite the Honourable Premier, when 
he responds, to tell us what confiscated funds from 
the Proceeds of Crime Act went to fund short-term 
initiatives for out-of-work Bermudians.  
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: I welcome that. 
 
The Speaker: Yes, sir. Yes. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Point of order. Point of 
order, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: The Honourable Member 
is confused because last year in the Throne Speech 
we talked about confiscated assets and cash back 
[for] communities. That was also delivered.  
 
An Hon. Member: Yes. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you.  
 Carry on. Carry on. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: And it was a rainy day 
then, so that must have been money from above. 
 
The Speaker: Thanks, Premier. Thanks. Thanks, 
Premier. 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Mr. Speaker, the Honourable 
Premier has made my point. That there was no cash 
from the Proceeds of Crime Act to fund short-term 
initiatives for out-of-work Bermudians. We got cash 
back for communities, but we did not get this, for out-
of-work Bermudians, Mr. Speaker.  

I will continue: 
• A national strategy needs to be developed to 

revitalise Bermuda’s agriculture industry to 
strengthen food security.  

• What about land title registration to be intro-
duced and the public having access to it elec-
tronically? 

• Or finally, Mr. Speaker, what about hurricane 
shelters being provided at Clearwater Middle 
School in Sandys?  

 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Now, Mr. Speaker, that was just a 
short list. That was not the full list of items that were 
promised last year but that were not delivered. There 
are more than 20 ideas that were promised that were 
not done. And, Mr. Speaker, I cannot go through them 
all. But the question is: Does that sound like a Gov-
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ernment that—as MP Pettingill said—is doing? They 
completed less than half of what they promised, Mr. 
Speaker. Less than 50 per cent, Mr. Speaker, is not 
doing; it is failing. That, Mr. Speaker, is a failing grade.  

But, now, Mr. Speaker, let us go on to (I will 
call it) the “window dressing” which we find in this 
year’s Throne Speech, designed to make the Ber-
mudian public believe that things are better than they 
are. Let us talk about Bermuda’s gross (and I quote, 
Mr. Speaker, from page 3 of the Throne Speech): 
“Bermuda’s Gross Domestic Product—the measure of 
economic activity on the Island—increased by almost 
one per cent in 2013, the first growth in five years.”  

Well, Mr. Speaker, I do not have to talk about 
this because the Honourable Minister of Economic 
Development said that there really was not any 
growth. And he admitted that it was negative growth 
because when inflation is taken into account, there is 
no— 

 
POINT OF ORDER 

 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Point of order, Mr. 
Speaker. Yes. He has got it exactly wrong. I did not 
say there was no growth. I said there was nominal 
growth. If you would adjust for inflation, then there is 
negative growth. There is a difference between real 
and nominal GDP.  

 
[Inaudible interjections]  

 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Any economic— 

 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you. 

 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: —person under-
stands that.  

 
Mr. E. David Burt: Mr. Speaker, I will . . . we can go 
back to the Hansard and hear what he said, but the 
fact is that he said that this point 0.7, was not really 
any growth. And that is a fact. And he has just gotten 
up and said that there was not any real growth in the 
economy. So, if the Government wants to push this as 
a sign of a turnaround, and at the same point in time 
say that there is no real growth, saying that people are 
falling faster, when prices are going up faster than 
wages, that means that people are going backwards.  

But let me continue, Mr. Speaker, because we 
can go on to the next point, which says (and I quote) 
“The 16% growth in international company registra-
tions in 2013 was the highest number of new exempt 
companies added since 2008. The resurgence contin-
ued in the first half of 2014 with an 11% increase over 
the first half of 2013 . . .”  

Sounds good. Right, Mr. Speaker? Things are 
going well. Right, Mr. Speaker? But here is the prob-
lem. When [we considered] the Parliamentary Ques-
tions (which were answered last week) the Minister of 

Finance indicated that there are only 380 exempt 
companies that filed payroll tax the last time that the 
figures were available. You know what, Mr. Speaker? 
That is 35 less exempt companies filing payroll tax 
than in December 2002. An 8 per cent decrease. So, 
on one hand we hear, Oh, things are getting better. 
There are more companies coming, an increase in 
registration. And then on the other side, we hear that 
[there are] 8 per cent fewer companies employing 
people and filing the taxes. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, let me go on because we 
can go on to say (and I quote) “Also in the first half of 
2014, the value of new construction— 

 
POINT OF ORDER 

 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: Mr. Speaker, point of 
order. 
 The Honourable Member does not under-
stand, apparently, that some companies actually leave 
the Register. We are talking about new registrations 
there. So, when you are talking about companies filing 
payroll tax or social insurance, you have to take into 
account companies that have actually been dissolved, 
wound up, or have left the register. You cannot com-
pare apples and oranges in this way. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. Thank you. 
 
Dr. the Hon. E. Grant Gibbons: The Honourable 
Member does not seem to understand that. 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Mr. Speaker, I will put it this way. It 
is very interesting that every time I get up to speak 
and make a point, that the Members on that front 
bench do not think I understand. I get it quite well. The 
people of this country understand that there are less 
jobs in this country than when the One Bermuda Alli-
ance came into power. They understand that there are 
less exempt companies filing payroll tax. So we can 
talk about an increase in registrations, about things 
moving the right way, but if you have more people 
leaving than coming, it is not the right way to go, Mr. 
Speaker. So people can drop off.  

These are the facts, Mr. Speaker: That there 
are less exempt companies filing payroll tax means 
that there are less exempt companies that are hiring 
people on-Island and paying people. There are less 
people that are registered in the Department of Social 
Insurance, which means that there are less people 
employed in the economy. But, Mr. Speaker, let me 
go on again. 
 To say that in the first half of 2014 (quoting 
from their [Throne] Speech again) . . . “In the first half 
of 2014, the value of new construction starts was up 
more than 25%, with a follow-on increase in construc-
tion worker income of 9.4%.” Yes, Mr. Speaker, that 
came from the rush to finish the hospital. Where are 
the employees going to go now? We have heard 

Bermuda House of Assembly 



136 14 November 2014 Official Hansard Report  
 
Members speak of the number of people in construc-
tion that are out of work. Those stats, Mr. Speaker, 
mean nothing to them—the members of our constitu-
encies that right now, after the hospital, have not been 
able to find steady work.  

Then we hear, (and I quote) “Interest in hotel 
development has surged with work underway at Pink 
Beach and the Hamilton Princess and with plans in 
progress or under negotiation at Ariel Sands, Mor-
gan’s Point, Grand Atlantic, South Beach and the St. 
George’s hotel project.” 

Now, Mr. Speaker, South Beach is the hotel 
that had, again, a groundbreaking in July, and [it was] 
said (at the time of the groundbreaking in July) that 
the start of work was imminent. But it is now classified 
as still “under negotiation.”  

And St. George’s, we are talking about the St. 
George’s hotel project? Really, Mr. Speaker? You 
mean the flawed RFP, which is being attacked, where 
the developers who were selected by the Government 
are now involved in litigation and are linked to Ponzi 
schemes? That does not have a web site? No one 
can find them? These are the types of things that we 
are boasting and bragging about? Progress for our 
Government? Come on, Mr. Speaker. The people de-
serve better than that.  

Then I hear the Tourism Minister earlier come 
up with this figure and saying that the One Bermuda 
Alliance has created 700 jobs. Seven hundred jobs, 
Mr. Speaker? Nobody believes that, Mr. Speaker, be-
cause as I said, the facts are [found] in the Parliamen-
tary Questions which the Minister submitted last week, 
[which shows] there are 887 fewer people that are 
registered to contribute to social insurance in this 
country than there were in December 2012. That 
matches the fact that there are declines in the number 
of jobs that we saw in the employment survey, and I 
am sure when we go back around, we will see a simi-
lar decline as we have seen in the social insurance 
numbers. 

But, now, Mr. Speaker, I do not want to be like 
the former Shadow Minister of Finance, the shadow 
minister of doom. But the facts, Mr. Speaker, are the 
facts. Just like the Minister of Tourism attempting to 
blame a decline in air arrivals in the third quarter on 
Hurricanes Fay and Gonzalo during the fourth quarter 
. . . the facts are the facts. 

Now, for all their talk of economic recovery, it 
seems as though the One Bermuda Alliance is out of 
ideas. They talk about trickle down, but it is clear that 
trickle down does not work. It is not working and it is 
not what Bermudians need. Mr. Speaker, you can tell 
that trickle down is not working when you brag in your 
Throne Speech that you are spending a record 
amount of $46.9 million on financial assistance. If the 
trickle-down plan was working, Mr. Speaker, you 
would not be bragging about a record number of peo-
ple on financial assistance. That number would be 

going down. The trickle down, Mr. Speaker, is not 
working. 

MP Walton Brown, when he spoke earlier, 
quoted the IMF [International Monetary Fund] and 
warned of dangers of economic policies that widen 
inequality. We have heard from respected persons 
locally that have said that that is exactly what this 
Government’s policies are doing. Now, Mr. Speaker, 
we all know that Bermudians are being squeezed. 
They are being squeezed at the low end by open-door 
immigration policies that the One Bermuda Alliance 
sell and think and try to convince Bermudians are 
there to help them. But all they do, Mr. Speaker, is 
drive down wages and leave Bermudians out of work 
while companies do all they can to hire inexpensive 
foreign labour.  

At the high end, Mr. Speaker, they are being 
faced with the crushing blow of a lack of opportunity 
because this Government does not believe that Ber-
mudians should come first. They believe that it is okay 
for companies not to have to advertise large sections 
of their work forces that effectively create a glass ceil-
ing for Bermudans, Mr. Speaker. We heard one of 
their own Members of their front bench speak out 
against those policies, Mr. Speaker. Now, Mr. 
Speaker, if that is not saying something, if that is not 
someone realising that maybe the Government is not 
going in the right direction, then that is saying some-
thing! 

Now, Mr. Speaker, it is no wonder that they 
get booed at public meetings. It is no wonder that they 
need to change GP plates on their cars to make sure 
they are concealed from the public, because they are 
not governing for the people that they are supposed to 
represent, Mr. Speaker. And it is no wonder that this 
country is suffering from a brain drain of young people 
leaving our country and not coming back, Mr. 
Speaker. It is clear the reason why is because they do 
not see a future in this country. And that, Mr. Speaker, 
is why our Reply to the Throne Speech called for a 
balanced approach, inclusive growth, immigration re-
form which works for Bermudians, and real economic 
empowerment through diversification and through 
growth. 

Now, we have heard from the Government 
that we have to focus only on IB [international busi-
ness] and tourism. Well, Mr. Speaker, I will tell the 
Government this: You all say that you are very smart. 
You can do more than walk and chew gum at the 
same time. You can do more than just focus on IB and 
tourism. You can diversify and grow additional sectors 
at the same time. Now, Mr. Speaker, let me say this, 
because part of growing jobs is making sure that we 
bring jobs back to Bermuda. And when we say “jobs 
back to Bermuda,” Mr. Speaker, I am talking about the 
jobs that were outsourced prior to 2008 due to rising 
expenses and the scarcity of talent on our Island. 

Mr. Speaker, the situation is different today. 
We have an excess of office space, which we hear 
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about all the time. And we have lots of young talented 
people that are ready and looking to work, or would 
like to return home so they can find work. Shared sac-
rifice, Mr. Speaker, must also apply to our local law 
firms, our local telecommunication firms, and our local 
insurance companies. For them to be good corporate 
citizens, Mr. Speaker, they need to engage in shared 
sacrifice. If they do not want to drop the rates they 
charge the public, then why don’t they at least make 
the decision to take the jobs that they have exported 
and bring them back home and repatriate them and 
employ Bermudians and people on-Island. There are 
already incentives in place regarding tax breaks, but if 
we are to work together, it is imperative that local 
companies bring more of these jobs home. 

I am calling for local companies to make that 
decision. I am calling them to help their country with 
this economic recovery. The more people that we 
bring back working in local industries that have been 
outsourced, mean more customers for more jobs and 
the economic benefit will multiply on itself, Mr. 
Speaker. 

I do hope that the Minister of Finance (who I 
know came back just so he could speak after me) will 
share and tell us what his Government’s plans are for 
this. How is his Government going to try to bring jobs 
back for local companies? And I say that very care-
fully, Mr. Speaker. I am not talking about exempt 
companies. I am talking about local companies—
Bermudian owned, Bermudian operated, Bermudian-
directed companies. I want to know what we are going 
to do on that aspect.  

Now, Mr. Speaker, let me touch a little bit 
more on the things that were on the inside of our 
party’s Reply. One of the things, Mr. Speaker, is the 
airport. Now, Mr. Speaker, it is amazing to many that 
the airport was completely missing from the One Ber-
muda Alliance’s Throne Speech. Now, I do not know, 
Mr. Speaker, if that is because the Deputy Premier 
wanted to take all the shine for this. I am not entirely 
certain. It is interesting that the Honourable Premier 
was not at this very important and major announce-
ment, because we all know that the Honourable Pre-
mier does not miss an opportunity to get his picture 
taken and in the newspaper. So why was he missing? 
Why was it not in the Throne Speech? Is there some-
thing going on?  

And how is it, Mr. Speaker, that the Minister of 
Finance, who in 2011 attacked PPPs and said (and I 
quote), “So PPPs generally add extra cost” signs a 
$200 million agreement without putting it out to tender, 
Mr. Speaker—$200 million!  

Mr. Speaker, there is an alternative and there 
is a different way, and what we would say is a better 
way. Because, and I will quote the Honourable Minis-
ter of Finance again, when he said in 2011. He said 
(and I quote), “that a PPP enables all or part of the 
debt to finance a project not to appear as part of the 

Government’s debt so it is a way for some Govern-
ment’s to offload public debt to private entities.”  

Mr. Speaker, that is akin to privatising debt. 
So, if it is going to cost or create debt, why not create 
a port authority—which our side has advocated for—
that gets the assets of the airport and can issue debt 
against the revenue streams and can borrow the 
money itself. In that way, Mr. Speaker, the people of 
Bermuda are front and centre, not a foreign govern-
ment. The people of Bermuda share in the profits 
which are earned when we run our airport well and 
have a new airport, and, if the Minister of Tourism is 
successful, and the Bermuda Tourism Authority is 
successful, [that will] increase our tourism numbers, 
and let the port authority have the RFP, select a con-
tractor and select an operator via an open and public 
process so the Bermudian public can be guaranteed 
that they are getting value for money. That is how we 
can go, Mr. Speaker. We can do it a different way.  

Mr. Speaker, what I have heard from many 
people, including the people I met yesterday at the 
ILS Conference, is that a $200 million no-bid contract 
is not the way to go. It is wrong and the Government 
should step back and make sure that it does it prop-
erly.  

Now, Mr. Speaker, I will move on to some 
more things which are inside of our Reply to the 
Throne Speech, and one is on the pressing issue of 
education. Now, Mr. Speaker, as we have heard other 
Members speak, especially the Member of Parlia-
ment, the dean of the House from constituency 35, 
MP Dennis Lister, on the pressing issue of education, 
and the discussion about middle schools.  

Now, when the Honourable Minister of Educa-
tion spoke earlier about middle schools, he focused 
on the education aspect. And I think what is critical, 
and what is crucial for the Government to understand, 
is that it is not just about the education aspect. It is 
also on the academic aspect. It is also about the so-
cial aspect of middle schools and the dynamic that 
has been created, that has resulted, that we are see-
ing manifesting itself inside of our communities all the 
time, and displayed in vivid examples over the last few 
days, Mr. Speaker. 

That is why I will say, as before, the Govern-
ment can do two things at once. They can improve the 
quality of teaching and learning and they can also 
take the time to fix and mend what is a broken sys-
tem. Mr. Speaker, surely, we have to realise that the 
middle school system is fostering social ills inside of 
this country. And as I said, Mr. Speaker, it is not just 
about academics. But it is a social dynamic which is 
created by grouping groups of people at young age by 
their different geographic zones. It is a dynamic that 
we did not have in the previous system. There were 
geographic zones when you were in elementary 
school, but after that you were all over the Island, as 
MP Dennis Lister has stated.  
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It is about the social problems that also arise 
from the lack of role models that young people who 
are just entering the secondary schools are to look up 
to. When you enter into the middle schools, the only 
person you are looking up to is the person in M3, that 
are not fully mature, that are still in that stage where 
they are not focused (most of them) on where they 
want to go in life, Mr. Speaker. And these are part of 
the dynamics which we have to understand and which 
we need to address and need to change. So it is not 
just an academic issue, Mr. Speaker. 

Now, here is what I would say: It is my belief, 
and I said it before, that I wish that the Progressive 
Labour Party would have gotten middle schools. As 
was said by Members on this side, but we did spend 
14 years trying to fix a broken system. Now, if we 
want to talk about working together, Mr. Speaker, I am 
going to implore the One Bermuda Alliance to not 
make the same mistake.  

Understand, we are saying that we will not 
stand in your way. We will not oppose if you decide to 
tackle this very complex problem. It is a complex prob-
lem, but it is something that is certainly needed. Be-
cause, Mr. Speaker, there are things that should be 
above politics. And though we were relentlessly at-
tacked during our time in Government on education, 
the OBA, by and large, is largely following our play-
book to the letter, and doing exactly what we did and 
expanding on many of the things that we did.  

Now, Mr. Speaker, this is our third Reply since 
the election and I will ask again for the One Bermuda 
Alliance to fix this broken system. Because if they do 
not fix this broken system, at the next election, when 
the Progressive Labour Party becomes the Govern-
ment, the people of Bermuda will no longer have mid-
dle schools. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, let me move on to the final 
issue that I would like to discuss, and I touched on it 
briefly earlier. That is the issue of crime, Mr. Speaker. 
It is an issue that is very dear to many of us because 
many of us have been directly affected by the ramifi-
cations of gun violence in our Island. It does not touch 
everyone directly, but some of us it touches very di-
rectly. And also, in addition to that, Mr. Speaker, there 
was a shooting in my constituency last night. And I 
was on a doorstep last night, along with MP Walton 
Brown, comforting people who had just had their 
peace shattered by gun shots.  

Now, of course, I hoped that the Honourable 
Premier would have spoken about what the Govern-
ment is doing in attempting to reassure and to at least 
allow this House to discuss the progress. But I hope 
that he will at least bring a Ministerial Statement next 
week. But one thing I will talk . . . I would like to focus 
on two things because we cannot just attack this 
crime issue from the enforcement side but we have to 
focus on the root causes. And I spoke about some of 
the root cause in education, and I will speak more 
about some more root causes. 

But I do want to speak one thing, Mr. 
Speaker, and that is on the Caution Policy, which is 
highlighted in the One Bermuda Alliance’s Throne 
Speech. Because the MP from St. George’s West, 
Nandi Davis Outerbridge, spoke and said that she 
was happy that the Caution Policy was being put into 
place. And she said that she believes that this will 
stop young black males from getting put on the stop 
list so that they can go with their kids to Disney World 
and go away to school. Now, Mr. Speaker, I am sorry 
to dash her hopes, but that is not the case. And here 
is why, Mr. Speaker, because I will read from the One 
Bermuda Alliance’s Throne Speech. And it says, and I 
quote, “the Caution Policy will be amended to permit 
greater discretion on the part of police officers when 
dealing with first-time offenders who might otherwise 
have been charged with simple possession of canna-
bis.” 

So, Mr. Speaker, what the Member from St. 
George’s West said is not actually the case, because 
the discretion will still be in the hands of the police. So 
if that police officer does not like you, he can still book 
you. If for some reason you do not have the connec-
tions, you can still get booked. There is a way . . . and 
Mr. Speaker, we know that black men get stopped 
more than white men. We know that those are the 
people who will be most directly impacted by this pol-
icy. And that is why, Mr. Speaker, we have called for it 
to be put into law to decriminalise so that we do not 
get the bias enforcement and the bias results that 
happen from an enforcement policy which largely tar-
gets and affects black males.  

We saw a successful marijuana regulation 
and taxation regime in the District of Columbia. And 
you know what the major issue was, Mr. Speaker? It 
spoke about the discriminatory effects of the targeting 
of black men versus the rest of the population and 
how they were disproportionately represented in the 
arrests and in the convictions. That, Mr. Speaker, is a 
challenge with which we face. So I would urge the 
Government to take it out of the hands of police and 
put it in law so that we do not have to worry about po-
lice bias or enforcement bias or racial profiling, or if 
we step up stop and search again to try to clamp 
down on gun violence, of all the black men which will 
be stopped.  

Now, Mr. Speaker, the final thing that I would 
like to get to is the root cause. And I say this because, 
Mr. Speaker, it is clear that there is a lack of hope in 
this country. It is promulgated by immigration policies 
and attitude that people feel that this Government is 
intent to make Bermudians second-class citizens in 
their own country. Mr. Speaker, if you cannot get a 
job, you have to eat. If you do not see a future, and if 
you do not see role models that you can look up and 
identify to, and if you do not feel that you can aspire to 
anything, then you know what your wish will be? A lot 
of our young men choose to excel, but they choose to 
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be the best gangster that they can be. And that, Mr. 
Speaker, is not something that is positive.  

But the fact is, Mr. Speaker, that is the reality 
of what we have. And until the Government grasps 
that problem, we are not going to be able to fix the 
problem. Mr. Speaker, this is not an enforcement is-
sue. Our country, Mr. Speaker, is at war. And wars 
end one of two ways. Either one side loses, which I 
am sure is not a result that we all want to see because 
that means a lot of bloodshed. Or, we reach peace. 
Peace, Mr. Speaker. Peace is something that is not 
easy, but it is something that we need. 

So I hope that next week the Honourable 
Premier will take the opportunity to let this House 
know what his Government is doing to foster peace 
inside of our community. This need not be a political 
football. But nobody wants the shootings to escalate 
again. We have come too far with work from both par-
ties in order to slide back into a place where we were 
before.  

So, Mr. Speaker, as I close, I ask the One 
Bermuda Alliance to wake up and I ask them to make 
sure that they pay attention. I ask them to remember 
that the people in this country are hurting and they 
need to know that their Government understands their 
pain and feels the challenges they face on a daily ba-
sis.  

The constituents who live in Pembroke West 
Central who have not had a steady job for over four 
years do not need platitudes, Mr. Speaker. They do 
not want to hear about company incorporations. They 
do not need to hear, Wait until the trickle down hits 
you. They need work. They need it now. They need 
investment. They need the opportunity and, most of 
all, Mr. Speaker, they need a Government that will put 
their concerns first.  

In our Reply to the Throne Speech, we out-
lined an agenda that will put the people of this country 
first. And if the One Bermuda Alliance is not prepared 
to do that, the Progressive Labour Party at the next 
election, when we become the Government, will do 
that. 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 

[Desk thumping] 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 The Chair now recognises the Minister of Fi-
nance, the Honourable Bob Richards. You have the 
floor. 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 The hour is late; I will try to be as brief as 
possible.  
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Mercifully brief.  

I find it to be really interesting that the Hon-
ourable Member has all the answers now and did not 
have any answers when he was Junior Minister of 
Finance for all those years. That is very strange in-
deed. I think that he might find himself to be a better 
debater than he is an actual finance official, because 
a lot of the problems that we are trying to grapple with 
today are problems that have been left by the mis-
management of this economy by that particular Minis-
try during his tenure as Junior Minister.  

I do not know if the Minister of the day did not 
listen to him, or if he had those ideas at the time and 
he just was not listened to, or maybe there has been a 
shaft of light on the road to Damascus after he be-
came Opposition. I suspect it may be the latter, on the 
road to Damascus. In this case, on the road to Oppo-
sition he got all the answers. But those of us who ac-
tually have to clean up the mess that the former Gov-
ernment left, have a number of things to deal with. All 
of the things, the litany of things that Honourable 
Member said that we have not done yet, all of those 
things cost money, Mr. Speaker, and there is none. 
There is no money because of the mismanagement 
that he was involved with. 

So, you know, they do not like to hear it, but 
every time they come up with these vacuous types of 
accusations, we just have to remind everybody here 
how we got here. I find it amazing that a number of 
the Members of the Opposition were trying to make a 
case that they have already lost—which is the case 
that somehow all of these problems were visited upon 
us by the global recession. The global recession 
lasted a year. We suffered five years of consecutive 
contraction. It has got to ring a bell somewhere that 
the problems are here.  

That is how we got elected. We convinced the 
Bermudian public that the problems are here and they 
need to be solved by us. We cannot stand here and 
make all of these accusations by that particular gen-
tleman who just took his seat, when the rest of his 
team still do not believe that they had anything to do 
with these problems. You cannot have it both ways, 
Mr. Speaker. You cannot. 

Now, there have been a few things said about 
the airport project that I have announced that need to 
be addressed. And I apologise. If I had been here on 
the Island during the past week, there may have been 
an opportunity for me to provide some clarification for 
those folks who do not particularly get it. But perhaps I 
should go over some of things for the edification of 
some of the Members here and also the few members 
of the public who are still listening. 

One thing I want to make clear: The idea that 
the Honourable Member who just took his seat pro-
posed, will not solve the problem. We have a particu-
lar set of circumstances, difficult circumstances. We 
want to create jobs. One of the ways we can create 
jobs is through infrastructure projects. But we do not 
have the money to finance the infrastructure projects. 
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We are up to our gills in debt already; we are still run-
ning deficits. We need to find a way to get an infra-
structure project underway without it impacting the 
Bermuda Government’s balance sheet. That is the 
key point! The idea that the Honourable Member just 
put forward indicates that there would be an impact on 
the Bermuda Government’s balance sheet. 

The hospital project that their Government 
did, even though it was a P3 project, the Government 
is on the hook for that. There is a contingent liability. If 
they do not pay, the Ministry of Finance has got to find 
the money. It is kind of like the worst of all worlds. You 
have outsourced the thing, but if it goes wrong the 
Government is on the hook for it. So I was trying to 
find a way where we could learn from the mistakes 
that have been made. 

We want a solution that will have minimal im-
pact on the Bermuda Government’s balance sheet. 
The model that CCC [Canadian Commercial Corpora-
tion] provides, provides that, and it protects us against 
three risks, which I outlined on Monday. It protects us 
against the risks of overruns. It protects us against the 
risks of late delivery. And it protects us against the risk 
of exposure of the Government of Bermuda’s balance 
sheet. We have done quite a bit of research on this, 
Mr. Speaker, and I do not know of any other way to do 
it other than this.  

I suspect that there is a lot of criticism coming 
from the other side because the OBA Government 
figured out a way to do this and they did not! You 
know? We are announcing a situation where we can 
create a few hundred jobs and have an asset of which 
all Bermudians will be proud. Our gateway will be 
modernised from a 1940s facility to a 21st century fa-
cility, without it impacting, significantly, the Bermuda 
Government balance sheet. Meaning that it will not 
increase the debt, either directly, or it will not impact 
us with a contingent liability, which is what the hospital 
is.  

The second thing, Mr. Speaker, is that when 
the PLP Government did the hospital project, it took 
years of procurement. Years! We do not have that 
time. We have Bermudians out of work. We need to 
get them back to work now. So that was another thing. 
The procurement process with the CCC model cuts 
the procurement time down by at least a year. That is 
the important thing. We can get shovels in the ground 
and people working quicker this way.  

The other thing that I want to inform the public 
is that with the P3 model that they used for the hospi-
tal, the PLP Government spent $10 million on con-
sultants—$10 million on consultants on that project!  

 
An Hon. Member: Wow! 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: We do not have that kind 
of money. All right? This model enables us to cut a lot 
of that stuff out.  
 

[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: A lot of that stuff out! 
And, Mr. Speaker, they say, Well, why don’t we have 
an RFP? And, you know, there was concern about 
that. Right? That this short-circuits the RFP process. 
But if we had an RFP process, there is nobody in the 
Government qualified to evaluate those bids. So what 
do we do? We have to go right back to those same 
old consultants and have to pay through the nose. 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: These are the choices 
that we have had to make. And we have made the 
right choice at the right time. If this was, hey, 15, 20 
years ago, and we had a lot of money, we had a lot of 
time, everybody was working, yes, we could do that! It 
is not 15 years ago, Mr. Speaker, it is now! We have 
thousands of Bermudians out of work and we need to 
put them to work.  

We have a Government that is running a $260 
million deficit. We have a Government which is in debt 
over $2 billion! We cannot afford the other alterna-
tives. So let us not get carried away with that non-
sense that I have heard here this evening about, Oh, 
we need to do this. We need to do that. We have 
found a way to get this strategic asset financed that 
will be beneficial to Bermuda, that will cover the risks 
that I have outlined in a way that we cannot do it any 
other way. 
 So I am quite confident that once people in 
Bermuda who may have had some questions, and the 
Honourable Member . . . while I was away, I was read-
ing what he was asking. He said it raises lots of ques-
tions. That is true. It does raise lots of questions. But, 
you know, I am not going to tolerate any questions 
that are based on an offensive presumption.  
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: I am not going to do that! 
I am not going to tolerate questions that are based on 
offensive presumption. And an offensive presumption 
was the kind of presumption that the Honourable 
Member, Mr. Scott, was going on. That was an offen-
sive presumption. I am not tolerating that!  
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: So the sort of— 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: Point of order, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
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Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: The Honourable Member is 
misleading this House. That is not a presumption. It is 
based on the facts in civil cases which have— 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you. 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: —documentation to back 
them up. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: The company that he was 
talking about that was in trouble was not CCC. It was 
the contractor. So, you know, he was misleading the 
House. And I have taken this opportunity, instead of 
jumping up during his speech, although I did so al-
ready, to correct that. All right? It is not CCC that is 
the corrupt company; it was the contractor that was 
the corrupt company.  
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: The other thing that I 
want to straighten out here . . . the understanding is 
that the huge majority of the work that will be carried 
out on this project will be carried out by local Ber-
mudian companies using local labour. 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: How do I know that? 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: Point of order, Mr. Speaker. 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Because I am negotiating 
the contract! That is how I know that. 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: Point of order, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: What is the point of order? He has 
made a point. There is no point of order there. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: Yes. The Honourable Mem-
ber is misleading the House. According to their P3 
agreement that the CCC carries out, they are the ones 
that select who does the work and they always pick 
the Canadian companies. That is where the other con-
tractor came in. 
 
The Speaker: Okay. 
 Carry on.  
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: First of all, Mr. Speaker, 
that particular Member has no idea what contract we 
are signing. He has read it in some book. We are not 
talking about some book. Right?  

[Laughter] 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: We are talking about an 
arrangement that is at the beginning of the negotiation 
process. But I can tell you that the work that will be 
done on the ground . . . this has been a stipulation of 
this Government from the start, that the overwhelming 
majority of the work that will be done on the ground—I 
repeat—will be done by local companies, employing 
local labour.  
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: You have never seen the 
agreement.  
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: I will, when it is signed! 
But it is not signed.  

Here is the point. I would like another clarifica-
tion, Mr. Speaker. What we announced on Monday 
was a Memorandum of Understanding that I signed. 
There is also a Letter of Agreement, which is a bind-
ing contract, which we have negotiated and CCC has 
agreed to and it has to be formally agreed to by the 
Government here. But I expect that will happen as 
well in the next few days. But that is the beginning of a 
process.  

I laid it out in very bare terms what that proc-
ess will be on Monday. But as we go forward, I will lay 
out in more detail what that process entails. We have 
milestones that we have to meet, and, if everything 
goes as planned, next December we will be starting to 
actually build this thing. But there are a lot of things 
that have to happen between now and then. It is a 
complicated process.  

You know, I would have to have made a press 
conference, a speech, that lasted an hour. Nobody 
wanted that! So we just have to understand that we 
are beginning a journey with this airport project and 
the structure of this is such that it is the best thing that 
we can do given the conditions that Bermuda faces 
today. There is no other model that tics all those 
boxes like this.  
 The only problem that the Opposition has with 
it is that they could not do it. And you know what, Mr. 
Speaker? When I became Minister of Finance, I dis-
covered that my colleague . . . actually, it was not you, 
it was Trevor, when he was Minister of . . . the Hon-
ourable Member, Mr. Moniz. There was a plan for an 
airport already in existence. The PLP had spent 
$800,000 on a plan for an airport.  
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: [It was] $800,000 on a 
plan. They had drawings. They had engineering draw-
ings. They had put stuff out to tender around Bermuda 
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for glass and for steel, for all kinds of stuff. They had 
done everything and it stopped dead because they 
could not finance it. So the financing had to come. I 
realised that the financing had to come first. If we 
could finance it, then we could build it.  

Everybody wants to do it; but there was no 
way it could be done without the money. So we found 
a way to finance it and, you know, I guess we can 
continue to hear the kind of carping that we are hear-
ing and casting of aspersions on all kinds of things 
trying to discredit the process. But I can assure you, 
Mr. Speaker, this project is being done in a way, the 
only way, where we can tic the boxes and do it under 
our present circumstances. But I wanted to say that. 
 How much time do I have left, Mr. Speaker? 
One second? 
 
The Speaker: No, you have 14 minutes yet. 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Oh. Okay. Good. 
 
The Speaker: Fourteen minutes. 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: I just want to say one or 
two things about the Reply to the Throne Speech.  

I found some of these things to be interesting. 
I just read it not that long ago, Mr. Speaker, but I was 
interested in the refrain from the Opposition about di-
versification. I was thinking about that the other day.  

Diversification is a great tool. But what is it a 
tool for? Diversification, Mr. Speaker, is a tool for re-
duction of risk. That is what it is. It is not a tool for 
growth; it is a tool for reduction of risk. It is the age-old 
tenet that when you diversify you do not put all your 
eggs in one basket. It is not a formula for growth; it is 
a formula for reduced risk. And anybody will tell you, 
including me, the structure of the Bermuda economy 
right now is highly risky because it is not diversified. 
Everybody knows that. But diversification, in and of 
itself, will not produce growth.  

The only thing that will produce growth, Mr. 
Speaker, is economic activity where, if it is done in 
Bermuda or by Bermuda, it is competitive worldwide. 
If you leave out the competitive factor, then you are 
going to be zero. We are in a competitive world. That 
is what is wrong with tourism. It is not competitive. 
And we are going to make it competitive, but that is 
the reason that tourism has suffered a 30-year secular 
decline. Because it stopped being competitive.  

The point I am trying to make here is that we 
in Finance and also Economic Development would 
welcome anybody who has an idea. 
 
An Hon. Member: Anyone? 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Anybody! Even Members 
of the Opposition! Now, there you go.  

Even Members of the Opposition—anybody 
that will come to us with an idea for Bermuda that will 

work economically, that will work and create jobs. But 
it has got to be competitive. It just cannot be some 
idea that we can diversify just for the sake of diversifi-
cation. It has to be competitive 

And, you know, they keep coming back to the 
old refrain of online gaming. 
 
An Hon. Member: Right. 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Now, nobody has ex-
plained to me, or the Bermuda public, as far as I 
know, how online gaming—which is, by definition, in-
side of a computer, or a set of computers— is going to 
be a big job generator. I just do not get that. All right? 
So perhaps, instead of— 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Point of order, Mr. Speaker. 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: I am sure it is a much 
more complicated thing than a point of order. 
 
The Speaker: Point of order or point of information? 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Why don’t you give some 
sort of— 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Mr. E. David Burt: Mr. Speaker, the Honourable 
Member is misleading the House, or he has not been 
listening, because there have been many points in 
time in the previous session where we spoke about 
the jobs that come from technology, that come from 
accounting, that come from customer service, that 
come inside of banking, that are all related to online 
gaming. And if he would like some information on Gi-
braltar’s job statistics, I am more than happy to give it 
to him, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thanks. Thanks, Honourable Member. 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: It seems to me, Mr. 
Speaker, the accounting will also be in the computer, 
the banking will also be in the banking computer. I 
mean, jobs are created . . . you know, everything that 
is involved here is all high tech stuff, which is the 
Honourable Member’s world. The problem with high 
tech stuff is that it really is not job intensive.  

So, I am still not convinced where these jobs 
are going to come from, right? Particularly when 
online gaming is viewed as something that is a risk to 
our existing businesses. Right? 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: It poses a reputational 
risk to Bermuda as a jurisdiction.  
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Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Point of order, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Mr. Speaker, the Honourable 
Minister of Finance is misleading the House. 
 
An Hon. Member: Declare your interest. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: I do not have to declare my 
interest.  
 
[Inaudible interjections and crosstalk]  
 
An Hon. Member: Yes, you do. 
 
The Speaker: You should, if you are talking about— 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: I have already declared my 
interest in this Honourable Chamber about my busi-
ness. 
 
An Hon. Member: Do it again. 
 
The Speaker: All right. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: So every time the Honourable 
Minister of Finance has to speak about finance, he 
has to declare his interest— 
 
The Speaker: All right. Carry on. Carry on, Honour-
able Member. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: —because he owns an in-
vestment business licence?  
 
The Speaker: Carry on, Honourable Member. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Come on. 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
The Speaker: Carry on.  
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: I don’t have a business 
anymore. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Fair enough. Fair enough. 
 
The Speaker: Carry on, Honourable Member. Carry 
on with your— 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: He is misleading the House. 
You have a major law firm in Bermuda, Appleby, who 
is the leading proponent of online gaming in one of 
our competitive jurisdictions called the Isle of Man. 

Appleby! In Bermuda! It is the leading proponent in 
another jurisdiction on online gaming. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you. Thank you. 
 Carry on. 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: You know, I hate to be 
crass, but so what? They do not have a reinsurance 
business like we do. 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Because it poses a repu-
tational risk to Bermuda as a jurisdiction, particularly 
insofar as we are applying and competing to get Sol-
vency II Equivalency in the EU. The Isle of Man . . . 
that situation is no way related to Bermuda. So, just 
because it is Appleby, it does not mean it is related to 
Bermuda. It is not!  
 
[Inaudible interjections and crosstalk]  
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: It is not.  

Now, it just goes to show you the depth of un-
derstanding of what makes Bermuda tick is— 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: Yes. 

Now, let me move on to another point, Mr. 
Speaker. I was really interested to see that the Oppo-
sition says that we are using their ideas. And that 
these ideas were initiated under PLP Government. If I 
might get a bit trite here for a moment, Mr. Speaker . . 
. You know, in pre-history, in Greek mythology, there 
was somebody named Icarus who tried to fly. Right? 
He put on wings and he tried to fly and he failed. And 
thousands of years later the Wright Brothers invented 
the airplane. Now, the Wright Brothers are not going 
to say, Well, I imitated or somehow stole Icarus’ idea. 
Ideas are cheap, Mr. Speaker. Innovation is not!  

The difference between ideas and innovation: 
Innovation turns ideas into reality. And that is what 
this Government is doing. It is okay to have ideas; but 
if you cannot make them a reality, you are not a whole 
lot of value. And so that is the thing.  
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: We do not have ideas? 
Okay, we do not have ideas. But we are getting stuff 
done. So that is the point. You know, they can have all 
the ideas and we will get it done—thank you very 
much!  

They had 14 years to get their ideas into real-
ity, they failed.  
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
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Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: I wanted to also get back 
to this airport thing. There is something I forgot to say.  
 There are two points I want to make, Mr. 
Speaker. Firstly, the idea that 86 people are going to 
lose their jobs is complete nonsense. All right? That is 
the first thing. It is rubbish. Secondly, the idea that 
somehow the OBA is going to “privatise” the airport is 
also rubbish. All right? It is also rubbish.  

What I stated in my press conference, and I 
will reiterate for those who did not listen, is that the 
property known as the Airport Grounds, the Terminal 
Building, and the property upon which it sits, will con-
tinue to be owned by the Government of Bermuda.  
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: Point of order, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: The Honourable Member is 
misleading the House. The Government will own the 
physical building, but the operation of the airport will 
be handed over to the contractor, which will be the 
CCC. 
 
The Speaker: I think the Minister should know what 
he is doing.  
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
The Speaker: The Minister should, you know. He is 
the one who sat there and did it. 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: I do not know how you 
could know so much about this, Honourable Member. 
You have been tapping my phone? You have been 
peeking over my shoulder?  
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: You cannot do any re-
search on something that is not done yet. Right? 
 
[Laughter and crosstalk] 
 
Mr. E. David Burt: Point of order, Mr. Speaker. Point 
of order, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Mr. E. David Burt: The Honourable Member is mis-
leading the House. The Honourable Member is clearly 
telling us what is going to happen, yet he is saying 
that that is not case. But the Honourable Member is 

admitting that the contract has not even been written 
yet. So what happens if the conditions change, Mr. 
Speaker?  
 
The Speaker: All right. Carry on. Thanks. 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: That is also mumbo 
jumbo rubbish, Mr. Speaker.  
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: I have already said, I will 
say it again. We are at the beginning of a journey 
here. Right? We are at the beginning of a journey and 
all things have not been settled yet.  

My last point on this, Mr. Speaker, is as fol-
lows: They are trying to conjure up some sort of mis-
chief that we announced this thing two days after the 
Throne Speech was given. Mr. Speaker, (a) they 
know, because they were in the Government, that the 
Throne Speech has to be finished . . . how much 
longer before the day? Two weeks?  
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
An Hon. Member: No. 
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: A week?  
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: A week.  

A week before it is given. All right? Because it 
has to be printed out and all that sort of thing and it 
has to be given to His Excellency.  
 When we announced this deal, Mr. Speaker, 
we announced it on that day because we got it to a 
stage where it could be announced. All right? It is as 
simple as that. When the Throne Speech was written, 
we had not got there yet. It is as simple as that.  

Insofar as the Premier’s involvement and 
other of my colleagues, there are plenty of more an-
nouncements to come, Mr. Speaker. But, you know, 
there have been no designs put out. Nothing! You got 
a lot of things that could happen here. So to kind of 
conjure up some sort of mischief that between myself 
and the Premier, again, is par for the course here. It is 
rubbish and just needs to stop.  
 We have found a way to have an infrastruc-
ture project that will create jobs.  
 Mr. Speaker, I will stop on this point because I 
have gone on longer than I want.  

You know, the Bermuda economy is suffering 
because of a lack of fuel. That fuel is capital from 
abroad. There are only a couple of ways that we can 
get that capital from abroad. One is infrastructure pro-
jects financed from abroad. The second one is inter-
national business and/or tourism and whatever other 
foreign exchange earning business operating, bringing 
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money to Bermuda, paying taxes, and foreigners com-
ing to Bermuda to live and work. Those are the ways 
you put the fuel in the economy.  

So we have done it. We have been trying to 
fuel it in ways where we encourage tourism, encour-
age international business, and we are also finding a 
way to do it from an infrastructure project prospective 
without encumbering the Bermuda Government un-
necessarily.  
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: Point of information, Mr. 
Speaker.  
 
Hon. E. T. (Bob) Richards: I am finished, Mr. 
Speaker. Thank you. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you, Honourable Mem-
ber.  
 He is finished. 
 
[Laughter] 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 The Chair will now recognise the Honourable 
Member from St. George’s— 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
The Speaker: —from Devonshire, Devonshire [South 
Central]. MP Craig Cannonier, you have the floor. 
 
Mr. L. Craig Cannonier: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

It has been a long night, and part of the sting 
has been taken out pretty much, the debate has been 
a bit tame. And then, of course, then came the Hon-
ourable Member, Deputy Opposition Leader, who 
spiced things up. And then, of course, the Finance 
Minister has certainly put some life back into this de-
bate as we continue to talk about the Throne Speech 
and the Reply to the Throne Speech. 

Mr. Speaker, after having gone through the 
Throne Speech and the Reply [to the Throne Speech] 
I would like to reflect on why all of us, most likely, got 
involved in politics. And that was to make a difference. 
Different things might have inspired many of us to get 
involved. Like, for myself, it was my daughters who 
inspired me to get involved, seeing the challenges that 
they had. And, also, the challenge of knowing what 
my mother went through as a single mom to bring up 
kids in our country. That can be difficult economically 
at times. 

And so getting involved, the OBA came into 
Government based on the mandate that the economy 
was the number one issue facing the country, and that 
we needed to do something about the economy to get 
us back on track. So, as I read through the Reply to 
the Throne Speech . . . and first, let me just commend 
the Premier, because the Premier will give note of the 
fact that I was very much concerned, as we were put-

ting the Throne Speech together, that we would not be 
seen to be socially conscious as an OBA Govern-
ment. And we have heard this rhetoric on and on and 
on. I am reminded again as to why I got involved, and 
that is that we must be changing and improving the 
people’s lives of Bermuda.  

So I was pleased at the end result to see that 
the Throne Speech had a very strong social con-
sciousness to it. And that it was seeking to address 
many of the challenges that Bermudians are having in 
living from day to day. So I was happy, and I want to 
commend the Premier and the team for putting things 
together, and our Cabinet for sitting down and ensur-
ing that we address the real issues that are facing this 
country.  

Now, during the Budget Debate, we also 
heard a comment made by [Tom] Miller, from PwC. 
Knowing the fact that the economy was the main is-
sue of this country and that we were elected on a 
mandate of getting us back into a fiscal position, I 
quote from Tom Miller, from PwC. He said, “It’s a 
budget that recognises” (and I am not talking about 
the Throne Speech, but the Budget that we had done 
in 2013/14) “the seriousness of our fiscal situation, 
while taking actions to make the Island more competi-
tive and stimulate foreign investment, and still meets 
the immediate needs of Bermudians.” 

Two things: First of all, as a local entrepre-
neur, I know that there is no Bermuda dollar unless 
we have a USA dollar investment coming into this 
country. So we can open up private businesses of our 
own, on the Island, and you know, you can open up a 
lemonade stand down at St. George’s and another 
lemonade stand up in Somerset, but we are going to 
cannibalise on one another if we do not get more in-
vestment into the country. So there is not going to be 
any Mom–and-Pop’s and vendors on the side of the 
street selling things. They will not survive (maybe for a 
couple of months). We are going to cannibalise one 
another because we have a saturated market, a cer-
tain number of dollars that are circulating throughout 
the economy, if we do not get more money here.  

Now I have heard some different things going 
back and forth. But sometimes I get confused with the 
PLP because they have a very Socialist agenda, it 
seems at one point, where Government should hire 
everyone to solve the issue but then again, I heard 
from some of the Members, Well, we need to get in-
vestment dollars into the country. I am not sure what 
their vision is.  

 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Mr. L. Craig Cannonier: I get confused.  

So I go back to page 5, and I read on page 5, 
“Yet the OBA continue to ignore these warnings” (talk-
ing about diversification) “ignore the job losses, ignore 
the company closures, ignore the wage reductions.”  
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I want to remind you, PLP, that we are living 
in Bermuda just like you are living in Bermuda. And 
your family that is being affected is just like my family 
being affected.  
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Mr. L. Craig Cannonier: I am just looking at you. You 
can take it personally if you want. I do not care. I do 
not care.  
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Mr. L. Craig Cannonier: Yes.  
 But then we continue on, Mr. Speaker, and it 
says, “The OBA’s myopic” (short-sighted) “focus on 
maturing industries . . .” (industries that are already 
here and maturing them), yet, if you flip over the page 
they talk about expanding on the banking industry that 
is already here. That is maturing industries that are 
already here. So I am not sure what you are trying to 
tell us here.  
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Mr. L. Craig Cannonier: Yes. Oh, boy. Oh, boy. 
 As an entrepreneur I am concerned.  
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Mr. L. Craig Cannonier: Because through the three 
elections in over a decade of a PLP Government, 
many of the entrepreneurs in this country were looking 
for a progressive way forward. But, economically, we 
did not see that, so we are seeking now opportunities 
between each other—PLP to OBA, OBA to PLP—on 
how we move forward. And I look in this book and I . . 
. listen, I see some great ideas in here coming from 
the Reply to the Throne Speech. But it is all nullified 
when I sit here and I listen to the Deputy Opposition 
Leader when he gets up and says, Well, you know, it 
rained on the Throne Speech day so it must have 
been God’s way of pouring cold water on the Throne 
Speech. But, yet . . . let me just say this: Over on 
page 3 [they] say, “Let us also put politics aside for 
once . . .” And the constant, constant back and forth 
and back and forth.  

Do you want to work together or not? I am 
getting confused here. I really am getting confused 
because, you know, great ideas, but then . . . You 
know, when you start quoting the Bible you might 
want to read some of what you are quoting so you 
understand what it means. We had a great example of 
the Member from constituency 30 who explained what 
that text meant. We need to be careful in what we say. 
The tongue is like the rudder of a ship. It might be 
smaller than the actual ship itself, but it can turn things 
real ugly—very ugly.  

So we do have to find a way to work better. I 
mean, the Honourable Member from constituency 21 
said we need a more cooperative model to move for-
ward. I completely agree with that. But yet when we 
start saying these things and we start going back and 
forth and rhetoric gets . . . Well, you know, we just 
lose sight of the focus of what we should be doing. 
And that is fixing the issues that the people have.  

So I am completely confused when I turn to 
page 4 and it says in the very last sentence, “The fact 
is that in spite of the OBA and PLP efforts, there is 
little growth on the horizon.”  

Are you telling me that you are comparing 14 
years of Government to 2? Is that what you are say-
ing? I do not understand even why it is in there. It just 
does not flow with the rest of everything that I see 
here.  

So I am trying to understand it. But this [disin-
genuousness] is some of the things that are being 
stated here. And then on page 3, you know, after 
[they] say, Well, let’s put politics aside so we can fix 
the health care situation. Well, we need to put politics 
aside maybe to fix all the other issues that we are fac-
ing as well. But the fact is that politics is politics. And 
we are here for a reason. And so there will not be any 
laying down of politics. It is just a foolish thing to say. 
Well, let’s lay aside politics.  

I hear the rhetoric. I am seeing it and I am 
reading it. And then it says, on the same page, 
“Lastly, these new challenges also require a new way 
in which we imagine success in Bermuda.” I actually 
like that. But the part that I am concerned about is to 
suggest that these are new challenges. No, these 
challenges were there during the PLP Government’s 
reign, and now the challenges are there also during 
the OBA in trying to resolve them. So do not get here 
and suggest that these are new challenges. They are 
not. They are not new challenges.  

And then I have to (and all the Members here 
have to) listen to, God was pouring cold water on the 
Throne Speech. Well, maybe he was weeping at what 
he was going to see—because he could see ahead, at 
the Reply. 
 
[Laughter and desk thumping] 
 
Mr. L. Craig Cannonier: Because He is the one who 
has the crystal ball, not us. 
 
An Hon. Member: That was a good one! 
 
An Hon. Member: That is priceless. 
 
[Inaudible interjections and crosstalk]  
 
Mr. L. Craig Cannonier: Well, Mr. Speaker, we con-
tinue on. 

Again, you know, we also heard examples of, 
Well, we came up with that initiative. You know, this 
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kind of rhetoric. Well, quite frankly, many of us have 
already said we don’t care where it . . . You know, it 
doesn’t matter to me where the good idea came from. 
The Honourable Member Kim Wilson got up and said, 
It is a great idea. Let’s go with it. That’s it. It doesn’t 
matter where it came from. Let us get on with the 
business of ensuring that we resolve the issues of the 
people in this country.  

And I go back again to why I got involved and 
why you got involved. It was people focused. People 
focused! And I think sometimes we get a little hyped 
up, and we get caught up into the back and forth of 
what this Westminster system has created for us, and 
it becomes individualised, and it becomes about, 
maybe it is “Woodstock,” or whatever you want to call 
him, as opposed to the “Honourable Member.” Or 
maybe it becomes something else and we go back 
and forth and we get lost in the back and forth as op-
posed to, as we just saw, casting a shadow over 
something that could invariably be very good concern-
ing the airport. 

I mean, we saw an example with the Tourism 
Authority where all these shadows were cast over the 
fact that people were going to lose their jobs, Mr. 
Speaker. And at the time that I was the Premier, the 
Minister will tell you, It better not happen, bra. It better 
not happen. And so Bermuda needs to know that all 
the fervency that the Opposition has at looking at the 
concerns of the people of this country is equally 
matched by the One Bermuda Alliance. We do not 
want to see anyone continue through these economic 
times the way that they are. We are all feeling it. All of 
us! We are all feeling it. 

So, Mr. Speaker, we must continue on and do 
the best that we can. You know, during the time of the 
recession . . . and I have seen and I have read in here 
. . . I was looking for the page, Mr. Speaker, where it 
kind of singles out black entrepreneurs, and black 
business and black people, per se. I think it is men-
tioned several times throughout the Reply to the 
Throne Speech.  

You know, during the recession it would be 
fair to say that it was mostly black entrepreneurs who 
suffered because they did not have the deep pockets 
to survive throughout the recession. What we now 
need to do is to get new money into the country so 
that the entrepreneur can get back to what it is that he 
enjoys doing, and that is working for himself.  

But we have to be careful for what we pray 
for. You know, we are saying that we want to diversify, 
basically in the Reply to the Throne Speech, of getting 
more banks here. Well, let me remind you that . . . and 
I am going to single them out. When HSBC came 
here, you and I saw probably one of the greatest ef-
fects of losing jobs in an industry come from a bank 
that was not locally owned anymore. I mean, if you go 
back and look at the numbers, it is staggering how 
many people lost their jobs in the banks.  

So we may be looking to get more banks to 
come in here, but we have got to be careful what we 
pray for and really think this through as to exactly the 
direction that we want to go in. Because this is not 
only about creating new jobs; it is also ensuring that 
we do not lose any more jobs. And that was one of the 
first things that the Finance Minister was talking about, 
Stop the bleeding. We need to do as much as we can 
to stop the bleeding, shore up our borders and then 
start growing the economy. 

Now, we are heading on into the second year, 
into a third year, I should say, and we have already 
heard our Minister from constituency 31 mention the 
fact that we are heading in the right direction. And I 
know that Minister Gibbons and the Deputy Opposi-
tion Leader sometimes may go at it as to their inter-
pretation of the numbers. But the fact is, Mr. Speaker, 
we are headed in the right direction. At the degree 
that many of us would like to see, we may be able to 
argue over. 

 
[Inaudible interjection]  
 
Mr. L. Craig Cannonier: Yes. And it will continue to 
be open to debate.  

But this Government must continue on in its 
mandate of fixing and becoming more economically 
and physically prudent about the people’s purse to 
ensure that we can get investment back into this 
country.  

So I will go back, Mr. Speaker, as I close out 
(I promised the Premier that I wouldn’t be long, so he 
can go ahead and have his whole hour), to quoting 
the Bible from the very beginning of the Reply. “Where 
there is no vision the people perish.” And I do not like 
to cast stones, Mr. Speaker, but I understand why the 
PLP Government would say this, because I already 
know that they understand it. I do know that they un-
derstand that where there is no vision the people per-
ish. I understand where they are coming from. They 
felt it in the last election because the people were say-
ing this. But we need to be careful, because in that 
same chapter, Mr. Speaker, it also says, and I am not 
speaking to anyone in particular: “A fool gives full vent 
to his anger, but a wise man keeps himself under con-
trol.”  

Under control. 
 And you know what . . . I was going to end it 
there.  
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Mr. L. Craig Cannonier: I was going to keep it there, 
and I am going to keep cool, but I find it remarkable 
that some Members would even respond to that when 
right now we are in the midst of offensive words that 
were said to female members of this society.  
 So, Mr. Speaker, we have in here . . . and I 
am going to go to it now (let me just turn over to the 
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page). We have the PLP Government calling our 
prosecutors to a high standard. It says here, “Prose-
cutors must be fair, independent and objective.” They 
got to hold to a high standard. “They must not let any 
personal views about the ethnic or national origin, 
gender, disability, age, religion or belief, political 
views, sexual orientation, or gender identity of the 
suspect, victim or any witness, influence their deci-
sions.”  

Mr. Speaker, if Honourable Members in this 
House are going to hold people to a high standard, we 
must hold ourselves also—in what we say—to a high 
standard. We must! We cannot be out there making 
statements in the public that demean the very founda-
tion of this country—our women.  

So when you go back to, Let’s put politics 
aside, well, guess what Mr. Speaker? Let us put poli-
tics aside for a moment concerning the issue.  

Mr. Speaker, you and I are friends. And if we 
are talking here, Mr. Speaker, and I said the offensive 
words that I heard the other day by an Honourable 
Member, to a lady— 
 
An Hon. Member: Oh, you heard it? 
 
Mr. L. Craig Cannonier: —and it was your daughter . 
. . Mr. Speaker, I can guarantee you would be grab-
bing a hold of me.  

This is not about the perpetrator and the per-
son who was a victim. It is not about them at all. It is 
about the fact that we as Honourable Members must 
hold the very foundation of this country—our 
women—in high esteem.  

Now, if we want to have private conversa-
tions, then fine! But we do not go out into the public 
and demean them. That is somebody’s mother. That 
is someone’s daughter. Just like Honourable Mem-
bers in this House who have wives and daughters, if 
any of us would have said those comments to their 
wife or daughter, putting all politics aside, Mr. 
Speaker, it would have been on.  

It would have been on!  
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Mr. L. Craig Cannonier: So, Mr. Speaker— 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Mr. L. Craig Cannonier: My goodness.  

All I can is, Mercy! That even those words 
would be uttered: “What was said?”  

If you do not know what you said, God have 
mercy on you.  
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 The Chair now recognises the Honourable 
Premier. 

Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, first, let me start out and say that 
the honourable colleagues on this side did a very 
commendable job yesterday and today in the Throne 
Speech debate. Just about every single Member on 
our team has spoken, and I have been impressed by 
the approach they have all taken and the delivery of 
their speeches. And I think it speaks well for this Gov-
ernment going forward.  
 Mr. Speaker, I recall last year during the 
Throne Speech that there was a lot of back and forth 
on a number of the issues. I highlight this because we 
saw it again this year, where the Opposition says that 
certain issues are not going to work, and you forget all 
about it until next year and you realise that you have 
done it then you start to think back that it worked.  

Cash back for communities is a prime exam-
ple. We said that we would bring legislation to allow 
us to take money out of the Confiscated Asset Fund to 
use it for cash back for communities and during that 
debate the Opposition said, Well, how is it going to be 
controlled? It is going to go to the Royal Bermuda 
Yacht Club. I am sure you remember all of that, Mr. 
Speaker. Well, clearly, it worked! Just recently money 
was delivered in a presentation to PHC [Pembroke 
Hamilton Club]. Not a word heard from the Opposition 
in criticism or support. Money was delivered to North 
Village; not a word heard in criticism or support. 
Money was delivered to Team Street Safe. Not a word 
heard, either side.  

Focus [Counselling Services] and Family Cen-
tre. It worked, Mr. Speaker. A good Throne Speech 
initiative that worked exactly liked we thought it would 
work, Mr. Speaker. 
 Another one: Mr. Speaker, I think you remem-
ber the 10 per cent discount, how it was poo-pooed 
around a lot during the debate in the Throne Speech 
last [year]. And now, a year later, the Opposition for-
got what they said last year and came out in support 
of it. It is amazing how time turns somebody’s memory 
around where they forgot all about what they have 
said. Mr. Speaker, they said the same thing [about] 
last years’ Throne Speech. It wasn’t bold. It did not 
have any vision. And now they are coming up with the 
same stuff this year. But we are not going to be per-
turbed. We are not going to be perturbed in any way 
because we know we are making progress.  

It was very interesting. When the Honourable 
Deputy Opposition Leader spoke, he said, Fourteen 
years we have been trying to fix a broken system. He 
said it right there! Fourteen years we have been trying 
to fix a broken system. He admitted it! They failed try-
ing to fix a broken system. And now, [for] 14 years 
they tried to fix the system, and they want us to fix it in 
two years. In two years! And every step we make they 
couch it, before they come at us with the bang, they 
couch it and say, We want you to succeed. We want 
Bermuda to succeed. We are working with you. Non-
sense! Arrant nonsense!  
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When you look at some of the announce-
ments that have come out over the last couple of days 
about Ariel Sands, first they come out and say, Well, 
we think it is a good idea, but . . .  And then they go 
on. We think it is a good idea, but. . .  Mr. Speaker, 
you know, sometimes you just need to let it go and 
see how it works out. You cannot be critical of every-
thing because you lose credibility. And so now they 
want to say that we haven’t done this and we haven’t 
done that from Throne Speeches.  

I looked through PLP Throne Speeches. The 
Honourable Member (who just came back into the 
Chamber) from constituency 18 said that 50 per cent 
of the Throne Speech last year was not done. He has 
pulled the number out the hat. He just pulled that 
50 per cent out of a hat. He did not work it out. It is 
nonsense again. Pull it out— 

 
Mr. E. David Burt: Point or order, Mr. Speaker. Point 
of order, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Imputing improper motives and misleading] 

 
Mr. E. David Burt: Mr. Speaker, the Honourable 
Premier is not only imputing improper motives, but he 
is misleading the House. When Members get up and 
they debate, they do their research. 
 
The Speaker: All right. All right, Honourable Member, 
thank you. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Mr. Speaker, that is a 
pretty weak point of order. A pretty weak point of or-
der. 
 And what is interesting, Mr. Speaker, every 
Throne Speech says things that are not done and 
then get done the next year. And there are some ini-
tiatives that you might change track and want to go in 
a different direction, and you inform the people and 
you talk about it. That has been happening for years 
and years and years. It is nothing different from one 
year to the next.  

There was one initiative that the PLP had in a 
Throne Speech about four years in a row. Every year 
it was the same writing—boom, boom, boom. Now, all 
of a sudden, they want to criticise us for not having 
marijuana reform done. Well, in the marijuana reform, 
we said last year that we would have the debate. We 
had the debate. Now we are going to bring the legisla-
tion.  
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: With conscription, for 14 
years they had an opportunity to fix conscription [and] 
never did anything about it. And all of a sudden, in 

less than two years, they are big and brave and they 
can stand up and beat their chests and say, We would 
fix this thing. We will fix it.  
 All of a sudden, education. We will get rid of 
middle schools; we’ll fix [it]. Come on, Mr. Speaker. 
Who believes them when they said that in 14 years 
they tried to fix it and they couldn’t, and in 2 years, all 
of a sudden, an epiphany from above, and they fig-
ured out how to do it. It does not work like that, Mr. 
Speaker. They lost credibility. I am not buying it.  

I am not buying it. I do not get sidetracked by 
it.  

And, Mr. Speaker, then you hear veiled com-
ments like, Well, we want to work with you. We want 
to collaborate, and stuff like that. But you read the 
language—they start with negative rhetoric. The first 
line of the Reply talks about politics of fear. Right in 
the beginning! Politics of fear. Now how are you going 
to believe somebody when they say, We want to work 
with you. We want to collaborate. We are not going to 
get political about this thing. And they start right out 
with “politics of fear.” Mr. Speaker, nonsense! 
 And then later, throughout today, they talk 
about bribery and corruption. The Opposition Leader 
came in and said, in regard to the airport, It has got 
corruption written all over it. Now that is pretty rich 
coming from that side, Mr. Speaker. 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Really rich, coming from 
that side, Mr. Speaker. Especially with a report that 
was tabled in the Honourable Chamber today.  

And one thing I will not permit, Mr. Speaker, is 
anybody accusing this Government of corruption. Be-
cause, you know what? Just like former premiers have 
said, If you have got it, bring the evidence now.  
 And you know what? If there is a point of or-
der, I will sit down right now. If you can prove it with a 
point of order, I will sit down. But, Mr. Speaker, all I 
hear is the cats over there doing a little meow. They 
will not stand up. They will meow behind the desk. 
They do not have any evidence. They just roll it out 
there to see if that grenade might pop. To see if some-
thing might catch.  

Mr. Speaker, it is not happening. It is arrant 
nonsense. It is a figment of the imagination. It is a 
Nyabinghi talking to somebody. 
 
[Laughter] 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: That is what it is, Mr. 
Speaker. Nyabinghi got in the brain. 
 
An Hon. Member: Whoa! 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: That is what that really is, 
Mr. Speaker. Arrant nonsense.  
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[Inaudible interjections and crosstalk]  
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Now, Mr. Speaker, they 
talk about immigration reform. 
 
[Inaudible interjection]  
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Yes, I am going to go back 
there. Fourteen years—they did not have the cojones 
for immigration reform! But in two years, they got 
them! That is strange.  

It is strange. Fourteen years they gave out 
more work permits than any Government. And they 
were giving out work permits, and Bermudian jobs 
started going like this. Well, who was protecting Ber-
mudian jobs then? Who?  
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Mr. Speaker, pray tell. 
Who was protecting Bermudian jobs? 
 
[Inaudible interjection]  
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Yes. The Opposition 
Leader said, Dunkley’s. He hit it right on the head. 
Because the Government wasn’t!  

Mr. Speaker, the Government wasn’t. And 
now, all of a sudden, they say, We want to protect 
Bermudian jobs. When they had the authority to do it, 
they did not do it!  

Mr. Speaker, the section 20B, they knew 
about it before the election. Silence.  

Silence, Mr. Speaker.  
So I do not want to hear about it. I do not want 

to hear about immigration reform from that side be-
cause it is disingenuous. There is one . . . sorry. To be 
absolutely correct, there is one person on that side 
who I listened to, the Honourable Member Walton 
Brown, because he talks from a position of reason 
and common sense. I listen to that Honourable Mem-
ber. But the rest, I do not have time for, Mr. Speaker. 
They had an opportunity and did not do it. Do not 
come to me. Come somewhere else. Do not bowl me 
short in line and length, she is going leg boundary. 

Now, Mr. Speaker, education. Fourteen years 
and could not do anything about education, and now, 
all of a sudden, they want to dismantle the middle 
school system. That sounds good; it is going to get 
you votes. There is an election next Tuesday, but it is 
for one seat. You cannot win the next election today 
coming up with some hare-brained idea that Hopkins 
said that you could do it. Well, if Hopkins said you 
could do it, which I do not think he did, the Hopkins 
Report was done years ago. So what happened, Mr. 
Speaker? What happened?  

 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 

Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Oh, you were talking that 
when you were Government and you were working on 
other things.  

I do not think so, Mr. Speaker. I do not think 
so, Mr. Speaker! I do not think so.  

Now, Mr. Speaker, Honourable Members talk 
about crime and gun violence and they say that they 
do not want to make it political, but then they go politi-
cal. It is laughable. Now, Mr. Speaker, the Honourable 
Member Roban spoke earlier in the day. I was trying 
to listen to him with reason, but when he starts out 
talking about a Government of darkness . . . why 
would I listen to trite? A Government of darkness!  
 Mr. Speaker, I have always been open and 
straight with people when I have talked about that. I 
have even given the former Government credit for 
some of the things they have done. And at times, it 
has tugged and said, Okay, Michael, don’t do that. 
Don’t do that because they won’t appreciate it and 
they won’t come back with the love. Well, sure. But I 
have done it because it is the right thing to do, Mr. 
Speaker. But for a Member to talk about a Govern-
ment in darkness . . . who is he trying to fool? Where 
are we going with that type of language?  
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: We are talking about pub-
lic safety. Why do we want to go there, Mr. Speaker?  

Nobody, nobody in Bermuda likes what went 
on Tuesday night. Tuesday was one of the worst days 
I have had as a politician, and probably the worst, Mr. 
Speaker. It started off with a solemn ceremony and 
then we have the Ocean vet death, and then in the 
afternoon that stuff started happening, and all night I 
am getting reports as to what is going on. Mr. 
Speaker, nobody likes that. It impacted every single 
Bermudian. And the nonsense that was coming from 
side about it . . . 
 
An Hon. Member: What nonsense? 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Come on, Mr. Speaker.  

And the Honourable Member says, Well, tell 
me the legislation the OBA has brought to combat 
crime. Well, let me give you a little bit of education 
about crime. Legislation will help, but it does not fight 
crime by itself, Mr. Speaker. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: And this is where . . . and 
the Honourable Member, the Opposition Leader, all of 
a sudden, late in the day, he has found his voice 
again because he has left the Chamber for hours—
probably 10 hours.  
 
[Inaudible interjection]  
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Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Here is a little education 
for the former Government. What you need to do to 
help the police fight crime is provide them with a 
budget and the manpower they need to conduct their 
business in an appropriate way. Now, if you go back 
and look at PLP budgets, pre 2012, every budget was 
underfunded. So they did not have the police they 
needed to hire and at the end of the year, they had to 
come back with $10 million worth of supplementaries 
four years in a row.  
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: But why was it $10 million, 
Mr. Speaker? Because they did not have the men, 
they had to pay for overtime—paying twice the cost. 
That is a fact! The Shadow Minister of Finance should 
know because he was the Junior Minister of Finance, 
or perhaps he forgot. And I got time. I can go through 
the numbers if you want me to. I can go through all 
those numbers.  
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Nonsense. That is all non-
sense.  

Mr. Speaker, it is about the number of officers 
and the budget the police need to get their job done. 
And the first year of this Government we came in and 
worked the budget. And there was no supplementary. 
The first time in five or six years. Amazing, Mr. 
Speaker. Truly amazing. Truly amazing, Mr. Speaker. 

And the Opposition Leader, with his chirping, 
talking about, Let’s talk about gangs. Well, I will edu-
cate you a little bit, Honourable Member. To deal with 
the gang situation, as we talked about from the very 
beginning, it has got to be three approaches: One is 
enforcement in the middle.  
 
[Inaudible interjection]  
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: He never knows when to 
be quiet, Mr. Speaker, just like at the polling station. 
 
[Laughter] 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Just like at the polling [sta-
tion]. It got him in trouble then, and it might get him 
into trouble again tonight.  
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
The Speaker: Honourable Member. 
 
[Gavel] 
 
The Speaker: It is late. It is [early] in the morning. 
Let’s get this session done. 
 Carry on, Premier. 

Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Obviously, he is not listen-
ing. 
 Mr. Speaker, there has been talk about Team 
Street Safe. And before I go there, the Honourable 
Shadow Attorney General asked some questions 
about CCTV. I answered those questions before he 
left, so he has the answers to those questions. 
 But there was some talk about Team Street 
Safe and [they] wanted to know answers on what was 
going on with Team Street Safe and how was the PLP 
programme. Well, Mr. Speaker, let me tell the people 
of Bermuda the truth about Team Street Safe, be-
cause it was a programme that was started under the 
PLP. That is correct.  
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: That is correct. But it went 
on the shelf because they started internal wrangling 
on who was going to control the programme. And it 
started to look like a friends and family plan, Mr. 
Speaker. So it got nowhere. It got nowhere, Mr. 
Speaker. But we managed to resurrect it and put it on 
the street where it is doing good work. They are doing 
some good stuff, Mr. Speaker.  
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Now, these catcalls from 
the other side, asking where certain individuals are. 
That was made public what happened. It was an-
swered. The Opposition Leader must have been lost 
somewhere and not listening to it.  
 
An Hon. Member: Must have been drinking milk. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Could have been drinking 
milk. 
 Now, Mr. Speaker, one of the Honourable 
Members mentioned CARTEL, and why CARTEL was 
not going to be used for their expertise. Well, Mr. 
Speaker, the former Government never used CARTEL 
either. I find it interesting that they would want us to 
negotiate with CARTEL when the former Government 
never used CARTEL, other than certain arrangements 
they had down at the Bermuda Land Development 
Corporation, Mr. Speaker. That is where he was used 
down there.  
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: Point of order, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Imputing improper motive] 
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Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: He is imputing improper mo-
tive on a citizen of this country. Because an individual 
worked at BLDC and they are a part of CARTEL, how 
is he trying to correlate it? It is disingenuous— 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: It is misleading—  
 
The Speaker: Thank you. Thank you. 
 
Hon. Marc A. R. Bean: —by the Premier. He knows 
that.  
 
The Speaker: Carry on, Premier. 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Mr. Speaker, a Minister 
was fired over that so there must have been some-
thing going on. 
 Now, Mr. Speaker, the big difference between 
this Government and the last Government is confi-
dence. And as I illustrate that, let me just go through 
some figures for a bit to show why the people of Ber-
muda lost the confidence in [the former] Government 
and they have no credibility.  

In the last six budgets that the former Gov-
ernment, the PLP Government had, every single 
budget had an estimate of a deficit of over $100 mil-
lion at the start of the year. Those six budgets, the 
deficit added up to $858 million. That was for six 
budgets estimate.  

Through those six years—through overspend-
ing, unaccounted costs, inefficiencies, whatever you 
might call it, Mr. Speaker—they added another $446 
million loss to that. Half a billion dollars, unaccounted 
for in their budget! Just appeared at the end of the 
year. Five hundred million dollars almost, Mr. 
Speaker, and they have the audacity to question this 
Government on, Why can’t you put more money to 
scholarships? Why can’t you put more money over 
here?  

Why? Because you do not see what you were 
spending and you could not account for it. 
 And, Mr. Speaker, Honourable Members on 
that side said in 2007, 2008, the economy was still 
going well, but if the economy was still going well, why 
was the Government deficit at the end of year $240 
million? That is not a healthy economy. That is a sick 
Government.  

So, Mr. Speaker, that was $1.3 billion added 
in six years, and half of those years was supposed to 
be good years for Bermuda. Now that is financial 
stewardship? No. Not in any way, Mr. Speaker. So I 
do not want to hear it.  

People lost confidence. 
 And they want to talk about, Well, it was a 
global economic crises. Well, if I stood up here to-
night, Mr. Speaker, and I said, You know, in two years 
we have not made as much progress as we wanted to 

make because it is still a global economic crises—
they would laugh! They would laugh! But we are not 
going to say that. We are not going to say that be-
cause we are bigger than that. We know the chal-
lenge. We will deal with the challenge. We will make 
that challenge an opportunity.  

Global economic crises? Mismanagement is 
what that was! Putting the payroll tax up when the 
country is starting to go into recession? Mismanage-
ment, Mr. Speaker. That is what chased them away. 
That is what chased them away! And then you try to 
change it when the horse is already out of his stable, 
does not want to come back because he is in an open 
field. Mismanagement, Mr. Speaker.  

Never forget that reality of life, people of Ber-
muda, $1.3 billion. Mismanagement, Mr. Speaker. 

So it all goes back to confidence. So when we 
talk about Pink Beach, St. George’s Club, Morgan’s 
Point, Princess, the Green family, talking about Ariel 
Sands . . . you know, to say that Ariel Sands is a pre-
mature announcement. You want to attack the credi-
bility of one of the most respected movie stars in the 
world, who has done so much for Bermuda and has 
never, ever looked for anything in return? Really, Mr. 
Speaker? You would go that low for a little political 
gain? Really? But what did the Honourable Member 
say? 

 
Mr. E. David Burt: Point of order, Mr. Speaker. Point 
of order, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Mr. E. David Burt: The Honourable Member is mis-
leading the House. There is nobody on this side who 
attacked the credibility of anyone. The Opposition 
merely pointed out that there are no plans for devel-
opment that have been submitted to Planning and 
asked the Government for clarification as to when the 
project will start or when we could actually expect to 
see plans. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you. Thank you, Mem-
ber. 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Mr. Speaker, no plans in 
front of Planning? What year was it we had that real 
media show where the old Holiday Inn was blown up?  
 
Some Hon. Members: Yes! 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Did any plans get into 
Planning after that Holiday Inn was blown up? Huh?  
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Well, what happened to it? Nada! Nada hap-
pened, Mr. Speaker. So I do not want to hear it.  

We have said over and over again, that de-
velopment is difficult. The difference here is that we 
can make it happen. And how, how have we brought 
all those jobs to the table? Because of the economic 
development committee, the former Premier set up, 
Mr. Speaker. Break through the red tape. Break 
through bureaucracy. Get things done quickly. And 
confidence coming back. Like Michael Douglas said in 
the paper yesterday, he has confidence in the Gov-
ernment of Bermuda and Bermuda again. That is what 
it is—confidence!  

And in spite of the nonsense that the people 
of Bermuda might hear from the other side from time 
to time, I think they still have a lot of confidence in 
what this Government will do going forward. We are 
on the right track. We are moving forward. We are 
creating jobs and better days will come every day as 
we move forward, Mr. Speaker. You can take that to 
the bank because this Government is on your side. 
 
[Inaudible interjections]  
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: So, Mr. Speaker, even 
though the catcalls still come from that side we are 
resolute in doing what we have to do whether the Op-
position will support us when it is appropriate or not. 
We will get the job done.  
 So thank you, Mr. Speaker. I move that this is 
carried. Thank you. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you very much, Honourable 
Member. 
 And that concludes the debate on the Throne 
Speech, the Reply to the Throne Speech. 
 The Chair will now recognise the Honourable 
Premier. 
 
[Inaudible interjection]  
 
The Speaker: Oh! Are there any objections to that 
motion? 
 The Orders of the Day, I would think that all 
the Orders are carried over. Yes? I do not think any-
body wants an Order at three o’clock in the morning. 
 
[Motion carried] 
 
The Speaker: I recognise the Premier. 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Mr. Speaker, I move that 
we adjourn. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member.  
 I recognise the Honourable . . . 
 

[Inaudible interjection]  
 
The Speaker: Oh, I thought you wanted to speak. 
 The House is adjourned to Friday, Novem-
ber the 21st.  
 
[Gavel]  
 
[At 1:02 am, [Saturday, 15 November 2014] the 
House stood adjourned until 10:00 am, Friday, 21 No-
vember 2014.] 
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