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BERMUDA HOUSE OF ASSEMBLY 
 

OFFICIAL HANSARD REPORT 
15 SEPTEMBER 2017 

10:00 AM 
Sitting Number 2 of the 2017/18 Session 

 
 
 
[Hon. Dennis P. Lister, Jr., Speaker, in the Chair] 
 

PRAYERS 
 
[Prayers read by Ms. Shernette Wolffe, Clerk] 
 

CONFIRMATION OF MINUTES 
[Minutes of 8 September 2017] 

 
The Speaker: The Minutes have been confirmed for 
the 8th of September 2017.  

Confirmed. 
 
The Clerk: Are there any objections? 
 
The Speaker: There are none. 
 
[Minutes of 8 September 2017 confirmed] 
 

MESSAGES FROM THE GOVERNOR 
 
The Speaker: There are none. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS BY THE SPEAKER 
OR MEMBER PRESIDING 

 
The Speaker: At this time, we will do the swearing-in 
and oaths for the Members who were not here last 
week.  

Madam Clerk, would you like to call those 
Members? 
 
The Clerk: Okay. Members, the Honourable M. H. 
Dunkley, Mr. L. C. Cannonier, Mrs. J. J. Atherden, and 
the Honourable T. G. Moniz, would you please come 
forth so that you can be sworn in by the Speaker? 
Thank you. 
 You can do it one at a time. 
 
[Pause] 
 

OATH OF ALLEGIANCE 
HON. MICHAEL H. DUNKLEY 

 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Mr. Speaker and Members 
of the House, oath of allegiance.  

I do swear that I will be faithful, bear true alle-
giance to Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II, her heirs 
and successors, according to law, so help me God. 

 
OATH OF ALLEGIANCE 
MRS. JEANNE J. ATHERDEN 

 
Mrs. Jeanne J. Atherden: I do swear that I will be 
faithful and bear true allegiance to Her Majesty Queen 
Elizabeth II, her heirs and successors, according to 
law, so help me God. 
 

OATH OF ALLEGIANCE 
MR. L. CRAIG CANNONIER 

 
Mr. L. Craig Cannonier: I do swear that I will be faith-
ful and bear true allegiance to Her Majesty Queen 
Elizabeth II, her heirs and successors, according to 
law, so help me God. 
 

OATH OF ALLEGIANCE 
HON. TREVOR G. MONIZ 

 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: I do swear that I will be faithful 
and bear true allegiance to Her Majesty Queen Eliza-
beth II, her heirs and successors, according to law. 
 
The Clerk: Okay. Now you do the Oath of an Assem-
blyman. 
 

OATH OF AN ASSEMBLYMAN 
HON. MICHAEL H. DUNKLEY 

 
Hon. Michael H. Dunkley: Mr. Speaker, Members of 
the House, I, being a Member of this present Assem-
bly, do swear by Almighty God to use and employ my 
best endeavour therein for the general good without 
any respect to private interest, gain or advantage, 
striving to discharge a good conscience in all equity 
and integrity during my continuance therein. 
 

OATH OF AN ASSEMBLYMAN 
MRS. JEANNE J. ATHERDEN 

 
Mrs. Jeanne J. Atherden: Mr. Speaker, and Mem-
bers of the House, I, being a Member of this present 
Assembly, do swear by Almighty God to use and em-
ploy my best endeavour therein for the general good 
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without any respect to private interest, gain or ad-
vantage, striving to discharge a good conscience in all 
equity and integrity during my continuance therein. 
 

OATH OF AN ASSEMBLYMAN 
MR. L. CRAIG CANNONIER 

 
Mr. L. Craig Cannonier: I, being a Member of this 
present Assembly, do swear by Almighty God to use 
and employ my best endeavour therein for the general 
good without any respect to private interest, gain or 
advantage, striving to discharge a good conscience in 
all equity and integrity during my continuance therein. 
 

OATH OF AN ASSEMBLYMAN 
HON. TREVOR G. MONIZ 

 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Mr. Speaker, I, being a Mem-
ber of this present Assembly, do swear by Almighty 
God to use and employ my best endeavour therein for 
the general good without any respect to private inter-
est, gain or advantage, striving to discharge a good 
conscience in all equity and integrity during my con-
tinuance therein. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENTS BY THE SPEAKER 
OR MEMBER PRESIDING  

 
The Speaker: Thank you, Members. I think now all 
Members of the House have been duly sworn in. 
 The next announcement will be that of the 
sessional and standing committees. Members, there 
are seven such committees. 
 

SESSIONAL SELECT COMMITTEES 
 
The Speaker: I am going to do the sessional ones 
first, the first being the Register of Members’ Inter-
ests. The chairman for that will be the Honourable 
Member, Mr. Michael Weeks. The next member will 
actually come from the Senate, the Senator, Mr. 
Vance Campbell. The other member, from this House, 
will be the Honourable T. S. Furbert. Then it is the 
Honourable S. A. Simmons; the Honourable R. P. 
Commissiong; the Honourable E. G. Gibbons; and 
from the Senate, the Senator N. S. Davis [Outer-
bridge]. 
 The next committee will be that of the Private 
Bills. The chairman is the Deputy Speaker, the Hon-
ourable D. V. Burgess. The next members are the 
Honourable R. D. Ming; the Honourable J. C. Baron; 
the Honourable M. J. Scott; the Honourable T. G. 
Moniz; Senator V. M. Campbell; and Senator J. S. 
Jardine. 
 The next committee is that of the Office of 
the Auditor. The chairman is the Honourable R. D. 
Ming. The next member is the Honourable N. S. Tyr-
rell; the next is the Honourable R. P. Commissiong; 

the next member is [Ms.] L. K. Scott; and the remain-
ing member is [Mr.] S. D. Richards. 
 The next committee is that of the Public Ac-
counts. The chair is the Honourable J. J. Atherden; 
the next members are the Honourable. M. A. Weeks; 
the Honourable W. L. Furbert; the Honourable S. E. 
Jackson; the Honourable N. S. Tyrrell; the Honourable 
D. J. Lister; [and] the Honourable N. [H.]. Simons. 
 

ANNUAL SELECT COMMITTEES 
 
The Speaker: The next three committees are named 
“Annual” that being the House and Grounds. The 
chairman for that is the Deputy Speaker, the Honour-
able D. V. Burgess; the Honourable S. A. Simmons; 
the Honourable L. A. Scott; the Honourable L. C. 
Cannonier; the Honourable B. S. Smith. 
 Then there is the Standing Orders and Privi-
lege Committee, which is chaired by myself, the 
Speaker; the Premier, the Honourable David Burt; the 
Leader of the Opposition, the Honourable Patricia 
Gordon-Pamplin. Then it is [Mrs.] S. E. Jackson; the 
Honourable M. A. Weeks; and the Honourable D. V. 
Burgess. 
 The last committee is that of Regulations. 
And the chairman for that is the Honourable H. K. [E.] 
Swan; then the Honourable T. C. Famous; and then 
the Honourable M. J. Scott; the Honourable L. C. 
Cannonier; and the Honourable M. H. Dunkley. 
 Those are the committees that will serve for 
this House and session. 
 

MESSAGES FROM THE SENATE 
 
The Speaker: There are none. 
 

PAPERS AND OTHER 
COMMUNICATIONS TO THE HOUSE 

 
The Speaker: We have three papers. And I will first 
recognise Mr. Premier. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY ESTIMATES (NO. 1)  
FOR FINANCIAL YEAR 2017/18 

 
Hon. E. David Burt: Good morning, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, pursuant to powers conferred by 
section 96(3) of the Bermuda Constitution, I have the 
honour to attach and submit for the consideration of 
the House of Assembly the following Supplementary 
Estimates: Supplementary Estimates (No. 1) for Fi-
nancial Year 2017/18. 
 
The Speaker: Do you have a second one, Premier? 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Yes, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Continue. 
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BERMUDA MONETARY AUTHORITY 
ANNUAL REPORT 2016 

Hon. E. David Burt: Mr. Speaker, I have the honour 
to attach and submit for the information of the House 
of Assembly the Bermuda Monetary Authority Annual 
Report 2016, laid for information of the House of As-
sembly. 

The Speaker: Thank you, Mr. Premier. 
The third communication, is that of the Minis-

ter of Health? Minister Wilson. 

BERMUDA HEALTH COUNCIL 
ANNUAL REPORT 2017 

Hon. Kim N. Wilson: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
Mr. Speaker, I have the honour to attach and 

submit for the information of the Honourable House of 
Assembly the Bermuda Health Council Annual Report 
2017. 

The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
No more communications? 

[No audible response] 

PETITIONS 

The Speaker: There are none. 

STATEMENTS BY MINISTERS 
AND JUNIOR MINISTERS 

The Speaker: I believe we have nine Statements this 
morning. 

Premier, will you lead off? 

Hon. Dr. E. Grant Gibbons: Mr. Speaker, do we have 
the written Statements? 

The Speaker: They were circulated. They should be 
on your desk. Any Member who does not have them, 
just let us know. 

[Pause] 

The Clerk: All Members were circulated their copies. 

Hon. E. David Burt: Mr. Speaker, am I okay to pro-
ceed? 

The Speaker: Everyone comfortable? They have got 
their copies? 

Proceed, Premier. 

Hon. E. David Burt: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

The Speaker: Thank you. 

SUPPLEMENTARY ESTIMATE (NO. 1) 2017/18 

Hon. E. David Burt: Mr. Speaker, I rise this morning 
to provide information on Supplementary Estimate 
(No. 1) for 2017/18, which was tabled in this Honour-
able House earlier today. 

Mr. Speaker, the Ministry of Finance policy is 
to place supplementary estimate requests before the 
legislature just prior to the conclusion of the financial 
year. However, considering that there has been a 
change in government, it is prudent to table a supple-
mentary estimate at this time in order to highlight the 
supplementary estimates that were the responsibility 
of the former Government. Notwithstanding that these 
items will be debated at a later date, I can advise that 
Supplementary Estimate (No. 1) 2017/18 is a combi-
nation of unbudgeted expenditure items which were 
incurred by the previous administration. The supple-
mentary request directly relates to contractual com-
mitments of the former Government for the America’s 
Cup, the World Triathlon Series, the Bermuda Casino 
Gaming Commission, the Bermuda Airport Authority 
Capital Grants, the redevelopment of the airport, and 
a Memorandum of Understanding for the St. George’s 
hotel development. 

Specific details of some of the supplementary 
estimates are as follows: 

• An additional $4.3 million in sponsorship
guarantees paid to the America’s Cup Event
Authority in addition to the under budgeted
amount of $15 million. This under budgeting
occurred despite the advice of the ACBDA to
budget at least $18 million. The total of $19.3
million was paid to the America’s Cup Event
Authority last month;

• $2.9 million to host the World Triathlon Series
in 2018;

• $1.6 million to fund the operation of the Gam-
ing Commission;

• $1.7 million to provide additional ferry services
for the America’s Cup, as no additional funds
were included in the budget for the additional
service provided during the America’s Cup;

• $1.9 million to undertake certain infrastructure
works as part of an agreement with Desar-
rollos Hotelco Group, the developers of the
proposed St. Regis Hotel in St. George’s; and

• $290,000 to fund the relocation of the post of-
fice mail facility from the airport, to avoid pen-
alties and having to pay rent to Aecon.
Mr. Speaker, as I mentioned, these items will

be debated in detail, including input from the relevant 
and accountable ministries and Minister, at a later 
date. 

Mr. Speaker, this Government will try its ut-
most to ensure that the projected deficit for 2017/18 

http://www.parliament.bm/uploadedFiles/Content/Home/Ministerial%20Statement%20Supplementary%20Estimate%20No.%201.pdf
http://www.parliament.bm/uploadedFiles/Content/Home/Ministerial%20Statement%20Supplementary%20Estimate%20No.%201.pdf
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does not worsen. But we cannot let past lapses with 
regards to handling the public purse by the former 
Government hamper our efforts to establish a better 
and fairer Bermuda that was promised in our election 
platform. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
[Desk thumping] 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Mr. Premier. 
 The next Statement is that of the Minister of 
Tourism, Honourable Member, Mr. Simmons.  

Minister. 
 
AUDIT OF THE BERMUDA TOURISM AUTHORITY 

FOR THE YEAR ENDING DECEMBER 31, 2016 
 
Hon. Jamahl S. Simmons: Thank you, and good 
morning, Mr. Speaker. 

I rise today to provide this Honourable House 
with the summary findings of the audit of the Bermuda 
Tourism Authority [BTA] (or the Authority) for the year 
ending December 31st, 2016, that was presented to 
me shortly after becoming the Minister with responsi-
bility for the Authority. I must say that I was quite dis-
turbed with its findings and the lack of accountability—
of which I will highlight further in my Statement. 

Mr. Speaker, in planning and performing the 
audit of financial statements of the BTA, the Auditor 
General reviewed the accounting procedures and sys-
tems of internal controls to the extent that it was con-
sidered necessary to evaluate the system as required 
by generally accepted auditing standards. During the 
course of the audit, 13 areas of improvements and the 
need for strengthened internal controls were identi-
fied. These include the following: 

1. No evidence to support that either the 
Compensation and Remuneration Committee or the 
BTA Board ensured that the eligibility criteria for bo-
nuses to the Executive Management Team were met. 

2. Performance appraisal forms of selected 
employees were not provided by the Authority. The 
personal component of the incentive bonus calculation 
is based on the individual performance appraisal of 
the Authority’s employees. 

3. A lack of board approval for 30 per cent 
discretionary bonus to the former CEO. 

4. A credit balance in accrued income. A 
payment was incorrectly posted as a credit instead of 
bad debt recovery. 

5. A lack of signed contracts for services and 
sponsorships. 

6. Payments made prior to completion of 
milestones. 

7. Incomplete disclosures related to party 
transactions. 

8. Revisions to new capitalisation policy. The 
Authority’s current policy does not contain require-

ments for asset identification numbers and regular 
verification of the register’s contents. 

9. Inconsistency in estimated useful lives. The 
Authority’s financial statements estimate the useful 
lives of equipment at 3–5 years, whereas the Authori-
ty’s Master Financial Policy for depreciation is five 
years. 

10. The former CEO of the Authority referred 
to it as a “private sector organisation” in June 2016 
Board minutes. The Authority is, in fact, a public au-
thority. 

11. In-camera sessions of board meetings. 
Twelve of the thirteen board minutes for the year in-
clude in-camera sessions which are not recorded in 
the minutes. 

12. The Audit and Risk Committee minutes of 
September 2016 confirmed that the committee would 
meet every quarter. However, there were no meetings 
held for either the last quarter of 2016 or the first quar-
ter of 2017. 

13. Declaration of Interests by employees and 
potential employees. The Authority did not provide a 
response on whether they had received any declara-
tions of interests from any employees, and how this 
requirement is communicated to its employees. 

Mr. Speaker, in response to the aforemen-
tioned items, the Auditor General submitted the follow-
ing recommendations: 

For those charged with governance to perform 
their role in a responsible manner—minimally, the ex-
ecutive management—bonus eligibility should be re-
viewed and approved. Accordingly, the board should 
update its governance charter to ensure that there is 
proper oversight and review of incentive bonuses, par-
ticularly for the executive management team. 

Given the discretionary nature of the incentive 
bonus awarded to the former CEO, the board or the 
Compensation and Remuneration Committee should 
approve the bonus percentage awarded to the former 
CEO and document such approval in its minutes. 

The board should ensure that the minutes of 
all meetings, including in-camera sessions, are docu-
mented. 

Although the Authority has its own financial 
policies, the Government’s Financial Instructions 
should form the minimum standard for financial con-
trols in every quango. 

The Audit and Risk Committee should comply 
with its policy. Management should 

• follow its compensation philosophy and en-
sure the timely completion of the signed per-
formance appraisals. Moreover, the Compen-
sation and Remuneration Committee should 
not be approving the incentive bonuses prior 
to receipt of the completed performance ap-
praisal forms; 

• correct misstatements in a timely manner; 
• ensure contracts are timely signed to manage 

any potential contract risk to the Authority; 

http://www.parliament.bm/uploadedFiles/Content/Home/170914%20Ministerial%20Statement%20-%20Audit%20of%20the%20Bermuda%20Tourism%20Authority.pdf
http://www.parliament.bm/uploadedFiles/Content/Home/170914%20Ministerial%20Statement%20-%20Audit%20of%20the%20Bermuda%20Tourism%20Authority.pdf
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• ensure that the contract provisions are met 
prior to making any payments; 

• ensure compliance with all relevant disclosure 
requirements of Public Sector Accounting 
Standards (PSAS) when preparing its finan-
cial statements; 

• review and amend, if necessary, its deprecia-
tion policy to ensure that it is implemented 
consistently; 

• comply with all of the requirements of its Act. 
Mr. Speaker, these observations do not high-

light all points or suggestions for improvements to the 
system of internal control. It does, however, isolate 
problem areas so that corrective measures can be 
undertaken. I can report to this Honourable House 
that the Bermuda Tourism Authority has acknowl-
edged the issues raised in this report and has begun 
to implement these recommendations. However, it is 
unfortunate that such measures had to be identified 
through the audit process for actions to be undertaken 
to improve the level of transparency within this organi-
sation. 

Mr. Speaker, as Minister responsible for Tour-
ism, I am obligated to increase the accountability of 
the Bermuda Tourism Authority, develop a process for 
better monitoring the funds utilised by the BTA, while 
demanding a greater return on investment. The find-
ings of this audit are unacceptable, and I will be moni-
toring the BTA closely to ensure higher standards of 
transparency and accountability from that organisa-
tion. To this end, my Ministry will be reviewing the up-
dates relating to the items identified in this report and 
will keep this Honourable House updated accordingly. 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 I believe the next Statement is from the Hon-
ourable Minister for Health, Minister Wilson. 
 

BERMUDA’S 50 MILLION STEPS CHALLENGE 
 
Hon. Kim N. Wilson: Mr. Speaker, I stand before this 
Honourable House to highlight an important initiative 
within the Ministry of Health, namely, “Bermuda’s 50 
Million Steps Challenge.” 
 Mr. Speaker, I think everyone in Bermuda is 
now fully aware of the damage being caused to our 
community by our high rates of obesity and chronic 
non-communicable conditions, such as diabetes. 
These preventable conditions cut our lives short, are 
notoriously expensive to treat, and destroy quality of 
life and productivity. Most Western high-income coun-
tries are grappling with the same problem, and Ber-
muda is no different. 

Mr. Speaker, the Ministry of Health is commit-
ted to combatting this scourge on our population, and 
our Throne Speech promised that the Government will 
engage all sectors of society in a coordinated strategic 
plan to halt the rise in obesity and diabetes in Bermu-

da. First on the agenda is to engage all sectors of so-
ciety, Mr. Speaker, and that is the 50 Million Steps 
initiative.  
 On Monday, 26 June 2017, the Department of 
Health launched the Bermuda’s 50 Million Steps Chal-
lenge. It is an opportunity for residents to improve our 
Island’s health while having fun at the same time. Par-
ticipants were encouraged to join their parish team 
and collectively walk 50 million steps. In addition, 
friendly competitions have begun between the nine 
parishes, and that has been encouraged in order to 
see which team will be ranked with the highest step 
average.  
 Team rankings occur when the total number 
of steps accumulated by all team members per day 
are added and then divided by the number of team 
members, to obtain the team’s daily average and thus 
the team’s overall ranking. The winning parish will be 
announced at the annual “Celebrating Wellness” 
event on Wednesday, the 27th of [September] 2017, at 
Victoria Park, from 4:00 pm to 8:00 pm.  
 Mr. Speaker, Celebrating Wellness is an an-
nual outdoor event to promote physical activity and 
healthy eating. This year’s theme focuses on securing 
a brighter future for our youth, by establishing early 
positive health behaviours to prevent chronic non-
communicable diseases. The parish that wins the 50 
Million Step Challenge will receive outdoor fitness 
equipment to be placed in a designated park in that 
parish!  
 To date, participants have surpassed the 50 
million steps goal and are on course to reach 100 mil-
lion steps. Congratulations to the participants who 
have contributed their steps to the original goal. There 
still remain a couple of weeks left in the challenge, so 
my challenge to honourable colleagues, and to the 
public, is that they participate, and I encourage them 
to do so. 
 Mr. Speaker, initiatives like this promote the 
importance of active living. Physical activity and 
healthy eating have long been proven to reduce the 
risk of chronic non-communicable diseases such as 
diabetes, heart disease, and cancer. Consistent phys-
ical activity, like walking, helps also improve quality of 
life, mental health, and healthy ageing. In addition, Mr. 
Speaker, walking is a truly affordable way of improv-
ing one’s health. It does not require a gym member-
ship or expensive equipment—just a pair of shoes.  
 On a personal note, Mr. Speaker, I would also 
like to take this opportunity to remind all walkers and 
joggers to please wear reflective gear while on Ber-
muda’s roads, especially when there is poor visibility 
at night. I have personally seen too many walkers in 
the dark who are not visible until a vehicle is too close. 
Walkers—you can see the cars, but the cars cannot 
see you without reflective gear. So, please wear it.  
 Mr. Speaker, Bermuda is at a health cross-
roads. According to the 2014 STEPS Health Survey of 
Adults in Bermuda, 75 percent of adults were over-

http://www.parliament.bm/uploadedFiles/Content/Home/170915%20Ministerial%20Statement%20on%2050%20Million%20Steps%20initiative.pdf
http://www.parliament.bm/uploadedFiles/Content/Home/170915%20Ministerial%20Statement%20on%2050%20Million%20Steps%20initiative.pdf
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weight or obese, representing 40.2 per cent and 
34.4 per cent, respectively. Only 18 per cent of adults 
consume five or more servings of fruit and/or vegeta-
bles per day. Thirty-three percent reported having 
high blood pressure, and 12 per cent reported having 
diabetes. A concerted effort must be made to de-
crease these modifiable risk factors—such as over-
weight and obesity, physical inactivity, poor diet, high 
blood sugar and high blood pressure. 
 It is going to take an all-of-society approach to 
tackle the obesity epidemic, including the private and 
public sectors, supermarkets, restaurants, educators, 
and policymakers. All of us are needed to address this 
very serious health problem.  
 Fellow Honourable Members, if you have not 
done so already, I invite you to join me in the Bermu-
da 50 Million Steps Challenge in the final weeks of the 
competition. You can log your steps via your fitness 
device, smartphone, or manually. Just yesterday, I 
registered 13,068 steps on my own step counter.  
 To join me, just log on to 
www.stridekick.com/tc/bermuda or e-mail healthpro-
motion@gov.bm for more information about the chal-
lenge.  
 Sign up and join your parish team to see who 
walks the walk around here! I should point out that, 
currently, the Parish of St George’s are leading the 
race in first place, with Pembroke and Paget hot on 
their heels! But I think all teams would love additional 
steppers, so please join in. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
  
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 The next Statement that we have is that of the 
Minister of Home Affairs, Minister Brown. Minister 
Brown, the floor is yours. 
 

THE NEXT WAVE OF CHANGES 
TO IMMIGRATION POLICIES AND PROCEDURES 

 
Hon. Walton Brown: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, and 
good morning, colleagues. 

Mr. Speaker, as the new Minister of Home Af-
fairs, it is my view that certain immigration policies and 
procedures must be immediately addressed so that 
the Department of Immigration [the Department] will 
continue to be effective and efficient in achieving the 
Home Affairs Ministry’s primary mandate—that is, to 
improve the economy by addressing the needs of the 
local and international business community and the 
career aspirations of Bermudians. As such, I rise to-
day to communicate that the following changes are in 
train:  

1. enhancements to the Musician/Entertainer 
Policy;  

2. careful assessments of Statements of— 
 
The Speaker: Minister. Can I ask you to pause for 
one second? I think other Members have their micro-
phones on. 

 Just as a caution to other Members, please 
make sure your microphone is off, because your con-
versation could be transferred over the airways. 
 Minister, resume your Statement. 
 
Hon. Walton Brown: Mr. Speaker, you have startled 
me. Now I need to recompose myself. 
 
The Speaker: Just do not start at the beginning; that 
is all. 
 
[Laughter] 
 
Hon. Walton Brown: So, I rise today to communicate 
that the following changes are in train:  

1. enhancements to the Musician/Entertainer 
Policy;  

2. careful assessments of Statements of Em-
ployment; 

3. closer monitoring of the recruitment processes 
by employers; and  

4. effecting a plan to return the full processing of 
British Overseas Territories Citizen (BOTC) 
(Bermuda) passports to Bermuda.  
Mr. Speaker, the aforementioned list compris-

es the next wave of changes to immigration policies 
and procedures. I take care in using the phrase “the 
next wave of changes” on the premise that, on Au-
gust 25, 2017, by way of a press statement, I indicat-
ed that employers are now required to “submit” police 
certificates to the Department. For the sake of clarity, 
and before I elaborate on the next wave of changes I 
wish to remind the Honourable Members of this 
House that the press release emphasised the follow-
ing key points:  

• the request for employers to submit police 
certificates applies to first-time residents only;  

• employers should already have police certifi-
cates on record; and  

• employers had one business day to submit 
police certificates for work permit applications 
which have already been submitted, but 
where a decision had not yet been made. 
Mr. Speaker, the deadline for the submission 

of police certificates for work permit applications that 
had already been submitted to the Department, but for 
which no decision had been rendered, was set at Au-
gust 28, 2017. This deadline was aggressive because 
the 2015 Work Permit Policies already mandated that 
employers had to obtain police certificates and keep 
them on record in the event that the Department of 
Immigration requested to review them.  

Mr. Speaker, I am pleased to report that by 
August 30, 2017, the technical officers of the Depart-
ment confirmed that they had already received an in-
flux of police certificates, that inquiries by employers 
were minimal, and that employers who did contact the 
Department did so primarily to give assurance that 

http://www.parliament.bm/uploadedFiles/Content/Home/The%20Next%20Wave%20of%20Changes%20to%20Immigration%20Policies%20and%20Procedures.pdf
http://www.parliament.bm/uploadedFiles/Content/Home/The%20Next%20Wave%20of%20Changes%20to%20Immigration%20Policies%20and%20Procedures.pdf
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they would be submitting their police certificates or 
that they had already done so.  

Mr. Speaker, I personally have received var-
ied feedback with respect to the request that employ-
ers now need to submit police certificates. Some 
feedback suggested that a grace period should have 
been given. However, the quick actions by many em-
ployers suggest that the request has not at all been 
burdensome to employers—or to prospective first-time 
residents, for that matter. I hesitate to think that em-
ployers who have not yet submitted police certificates 
for work permit applications that are in process have 
provided false information in the application form for 
work permits and are therefore in breach of the Ber-
muda Immigration and Protection Act 1956.  

Mr. Speaker, the submission of police certifi-
cates is a step in the right direction, particularly in 
consideration that, for the L. F. Wade International 
Airport Redevelopment Project, individuals (including 
Bermudians) are heavily scrutinised, and those with a 
criminal record are deemed the most unlikely to meet 
the security clearance and are prevented from work-
ing in certain areas. The point here is that an individu-
al’s criminal record is directly assessed by Bermuda 
Skyport Corporation Limited and its associates. It is 
therefore unfair that, for other organisations, criminal 
records are not directly assessed by the Department. 
It is unfair that non-Bermudians could enjoy an ad-
vantage over Bermudians by securing employment in 
Bermuda. So, the requirement to submit police certifi-
cates to the Department and allow for direct assess-
ment by the Board of Immigration and technical offic-
ers applies to all employers and all job categories.  

Mr. Speaker, I will now communicate four new 
changes that the Department is working on. First, the 
policy relating to musicians/entertainers is being en-
hanced to ensure that Bermudian musicians and en-
tertainers are given fair opportunities for employment. 
The policy will 

1. address the recruitment process for all forms 
of possible employment for non-Bermudian 
and Bermudian musicians/entertainers 
throughout Bermuda;  

2. ensure advertisements are not tailor-made;  
3. judiciously review work permit applications 

where one genre of music is appropriate for 
an occasion or event;  

4. support tourism initiatives aligned with the Ho-
tels Concession Act 2000; and finally, 

5. mandate that Bermudian musicians/enter-
tainers are included in all promotional cam-
paigns with their non-Bermudian musi-
cians/entertainers.  
Mr. Speaker, the Bermuda Entertainment Un-

ion [BEU] will be actively involved in the new process-
es. In fact, all non-Bermudian musicians/entertainers 
will be required to maintain an active membership with 
the BEU by paying travellers’ dues to the BEU before 
work permits will be granted.  

Mr. Speaker, many Bermudians are either un-
employed or underemployed. As such, the new pro-
cess change that relates to statements of employ-
ment, which complement all work permit applications, 
will be in place. Just over two weeks ago, I met with 
the Board of Immigration and instructed that the 
members carefully assess statements of employment 
to determine whether employers are proposing to pay 
non-Bermudian workers less than the market rate. If 
this is the case, it means that employers are engaging 
in cheap labour practices and that Bermudians are 
unlikely to be offered employment and/or to accept 
employment even if offered. Where there is evidence 
of the market rate for job categories (i.e., with the 
Bermuda Industrial Union for certain blue-collar jobs), 
the Board of Immigration will benchmark the state-
ments of employment against this or with the breadth 
of expertise amongst the members. And they will give 
input in the absence of evidence, and will determine 
whether, by way of the statements of employment, 
Bermudians are being disadvantaged.  

Mr. Speaker, the closer scrutiny of statements 
of employment dovetails nicely to the third process 
change, which also deals with the work permit appli-
cations process. The third change specifically encom-
passes the recruitment process. In the first instance, 
the technical officers will be required to highlight Ber-
mudian applicants for posts. As a carry-on from the 
actions by the technical officers, the Board of Immi-
gration will, in the second instance, be required to 
carefully vet the qualifications of all Bermudian appli-
cants against information provided in the recruitment 
disclosure section of the application form, the job ad-
vertisement, and each applicant’s résumé, to deter-
mine whether the Bermudian applicants are suitably 
qualified. If Bermudian applicants are deemed to be 
suitably qualified and where they have not been inter-
viewed, work permit applications will be refused. Also, 
where it is uncovered that employers have failed to 
disclose Bermudian applicants, the work permit will be 
refused, and where the work permit has already been 
approved and issued, consideration will be given to 
revoking it.  

Mr. Speaker, employers must do right by 
Bermudians by giving Bermudians a fair chance at 
employment opportunities. It is not acceptable that 
Bermudians who meet all or most of the key require-
ments for jobs are dismissed without the courtesy of 
an interview. It is not acceptable that some employers 
will hide or fudge information just to hire non-
Bermudians. 

Mr. Speaker, I will also add that the Depart-
ment relies on complaints from the general public. 
Given this, the internal review of the recruitment pro-
cess is not the only means of uncovering whether 
employers are fairly considering Bermudians for jobs. 
Detailed complaints from the general public have nev-
er been frowned upon by the Department; this infor-
mation gives weight to the internal process. I am 
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therefore encouraging the general public to work with 
the Department to stamp out unfair recruitment prac-
tices by employers.  

Mr. Speaker, the last change is not specific to 
policy. Rather, it is a change relating to the processing 
of British Overseas Territory [BOTC] passports. As 
you are undoubtedly aware, the British Government 
introduced a new design for BOTC passports in 2016. 
With the new design, the BOTC (Bermuda) passports 
are not as easy to identify as they were prior to the 
change. (They are being confused with other BOTC 
passports which do require a visa—for example, to go 
to the United States.)  

Mr. Speaker, Bermudians who hold BOTC 
(Bermuda) passports are being told by authorities of 
various countries that they need a US visa to enter the 
US; this applies to travel by air and sea. This issue, 
which came to the Ministry’s attention in January of 
this year, is a result of the code GBR (because BMU 
is no longer included on the passport). With the new 
passport book design, passport books are held by the 
British Government because printing has been cen-
tralised in the UK. This has taken complete control of 
the process out the hands of Bermuda (and the other 
British Overseas Territories). Discussions with the 
British Government have not resulted in a resolution 
to address the issue with the code. To this end, the 
Ministry is working to return the full processing of 
these passports to Bermuda. Currently, the Depart-
ment of Information and Digital Technology is prepar-
ing a Request for Information to ascertain costs.  

Mr. Speaker, the next wave of changes com-
municated today are for the betterment of the econo-
my, the betterment of businesses, and Bermudians. I 
am hopeful that the results with their intended aims 
will be positive. The Honourable Members of this 
House and the general public can expect further 
changes in Immigration policies and procedures in the 
coming months. 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  
  
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 The next Statement we have is from the Min-
ister of Social Development and Sport, the Honoura-
ble Zane De Silva. Minister, you have the floor. 
 

BERMUDA’S PARTICIPATION 
IN CARIFESTA XIII 

 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

Mr. Speaker, “Asserting Our Culture, Cele-
brating Ourselves” was the theme of CARIFESTA XIII 
held in the host country of Barbados from the 18th to 
the 27th August 2017; and Bermuda’s participation 
certainly captured that theme. Our 35-strong Bermuda 
contingent represented Bermuda in dance, music, 
gombey performance, crafts, literary arts, spoken 
word, visual arts, and the Symposium. Several films 

produced by local filmmakers were also featured 
throughout CARIFESTA XIII.  
 Mr. Speaker, CARIFESTA is short for the 
“Caribbean Festival of the Arts.” It is the premier rov-
ing, multidisciplinary mega arts festival that showcas-
es the cultural expressions of artists from various 
countries of the Caribbean region, and was initiated in 
1972 to celebrate the arts, foster a vision of Caribbean 
unity, provide a space for artistic discourse and ex-
change amongst cultural practitioners of the arts, and 
to positively advance Caribbean culture both regional-
ly and internationally.  
 Mr. Speaker, our participants included 11 rep-
resentatives from five gombey troupes—dancers 
Germiko Gardner, Zane Hendrickson, Bilal Binns, 
Vaughronde Joseph, Seion Darrell and Harley Place; 
drummers Zaniko Hendrickson, Showande Butterfield, 
Robert Wilson, Dennis Parsons and Earshun 
DeShields; six senior dancers from the United Dance 
Productions Junior Company, featuring Keiazia Bur-
chall-Busby, Karina Forth, Shani Tucker, Zya Fraser, 
Zane Aberdeen and In’Dasia Showers-Reid, along 
with instructor, Ms. Suzette Harvey, who is the found-
er and Director of United Dance Production; solo 
dancer Rikkai Scott; seven members of the Wall 
Street Band, Mr. Speaker; vocalists Joy T. Barnum, 
Cindy Smith, Mitchell Trott, also known as Arijahknow 
Live Wires, and Keamon Woolaston, also known as 
KASE; three spoken-word artists; Banana doll maker, 
Ronnie Chameau; story teller and author, Florenz 
Webbe Maxwell; and visual artist and lecturer, Dr. 
Edwin Smith. 

We also took artwork produced by Meredith 
Andrews, Robert Bassett, April Branco, James 
Cooper, Rhona Emmerson, Alan C. Smith, and Dr. 
Charles Zuill. Films produced by Lucinda Spurling, 
Andrew Stevenson, Kalilah Robinson, and Adrian Ka-
waley-Lathan were also showcased.  
 Mr. Speaker, our participants delighted audi-
ences with the pulsating rhythms of our gombey 
dancers and drummers; the soulful yet powerful sing-
ing of our vocalists; and the exquisite, elegant, yet 
artful, and spectacular professional and creative 
movements of our dancers. The cacophony of sounds 
created by the Wall Street Band delighted, wowed and 
mesmerised the audiences wherever our participants 
performed. All of them performed brilliantly and mas-
terfully. They collaborated with each other and devel-
oped showcases that were exceptional.  
 Mr. Speaker, although the opening ceremony 
was postponed until August 20th—due to the arrival of 
Tropical Storm Harvey on Friday morning—this in no 
way dampened the spirit or enthusiasm of the mem-
bers of our contingent. Led off by our Bermuda Gom-
bey Troupe, all of the participants, as well as Bermu-
dian organisers and supporters, paraded through the 
streets of downtown Bridgetown, wearing T-shirts that 
were designed by local company, Bermunities, and 
arrived at Kensington Oval for the official start of CA-
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RIFESTA XIII. The excitement was palpable, and the 
energy was exhilarating.  
 Mr. Speaker, there were several highlights 
experienced by our contingent, both collectively and 
individually. All of our participants were well received 
and performed regularly throughout CARIFESTA. Ba-
nana doll maker Ronnie Chameau gave daily work-
shops for adults and children, demonstrating the art of 
banana doll making. Our literary and spoken-word 
artists, Chris Astwood, Alan C. Smith, Florenz Webbe-
Maxwell and Yesha Townshend, performed on stage 
at Barbados’ Queen’s Park Steel Shed, where they 
also had the opportunity to meet and interact with 
award-winning Caribbean literary giants such as Olive 
Senior and Edwidge Danticat.  
 Mr. Speaker, the Bermuda Gombeys were in 
great demand throughout the entire festival and per-
formed at various locations, including Bay Street Es-
planade, the Grand Market, and at the famous Oistins. 
The Gombey Troupe also performed with our musi-
cians, vocalists and dancers on many occasions—for 
example, Tuesday, August 22nd, was Bermuda’s turn 
to showcase its talent at the Grand Market. On that 
occasion, two of our artists, Keamon Woolaston, 
whose stage name is Adum Reb, and Yesha Town-
send, hosted and participated in the Bermuda show, 
which included performances from poet Alan C. 
Smith, dancer Rikkai Scott, United Dance Production 
dancers, vocalists Joy T. Barnum, Cindy Smith, Live 
Wires, the Wall Street Band under the direction of Mr. 
Robert Edwards, and a finale featuring, of course, our 
Bermuda Gombey Troupe.  
 Mr. Speaker, this Bermuda showcase was 
replicated on Thursday night at the Bay Street Espla-
nade. Our Bermudian performing artists again treated 
the crowds with brilliant, well-choreographed and en-
ergetic demonstrations of their exceptional talents. 
They were very well received, and the DJ publicly 
stated that he did not want the Bermuda show to end. 
However, later that same evening, our Gombeys had 
to perform yet again at another venue.  
 Mr. Speaker, our dancers, Wall Street Band 
musicians, and the vocalists, as well as the Gombeys, 
performed at several high schools throughout Barba-
dos, such as the Combermere and the Foundation. 
Our dancers also had the privilege of performing at 
the Frank Collymore Hall—a first-class purpose-built 
performing arts facility.  
 Mr. Speaker, some of our members also 
made presentations during the Symposia. Alan C. 
Smith and Folklife Officer, Dr. Kim Dismont Robinson, 
made presentations on visual arts and culture, respec-
tively. Visual artist, Dr. Edwin Smith, provided com-
mentary every day about the Bermudian artwork that 
was being exhibited at the Barbados Community Col-
lege. Dr. Smith also gave a presentation, giving an 
historical context of Bermudian art and its develop-
ment. These presenters were all well received.  

 Mr. Speaker, Bermuda had a country booth, 
which displayed beautiful cedar bowls created at Jer-
emy Johnson's Craft Shop; cedar friendship goblets 
and cedar trinket boxes crafted by Llewellyn Emery; 
two beautiful lady's palmetto hats designed and made 
by Donna Pink; a cedar fitted dinghy crafted by Milton 
Hill, including cedar sails; Y'Art depicting fauna found 
in Bermuda, created by Stratton Hatfield; and gombey 
dolls made by Nahtasha Smith and Barbara Fubler. 
We were also provided with samples of locally made 
perfume by Lili Bermuda. The three sides of our booth 
displayed a digital image of a Bermuda house, dis-
playing Bermuda's architecture, designed by Stephan 
Johnstone. Michael and Ann Spurling gave the De-
partment permission to use the digital image that fea-
tured their lovely home, Red Barracks. We are grate-
ful to them for allowing us to use this image of their 
beautiful home. Bermuda's country booth also dou-
bled as our information desk and was manned daily 
by our officers and some participants when they were 
not performing. This country booth, located in the 
Grand Market with the other country booths, provided 
many opportunities to engage with multitudes of peo-
ple, share stories, develop and foster relationships, 
and promote Bermuda and her people.  
 Mr. Speaker, Bermuda also had representa-
tion in the CARIFESTA Bookstore. There were a few 
copies of books by some of our local authors, such as 
Nadia Aguiar, Florenz Webbe Maxwell and Dr. Edwin 
Smith, on Bermuda's bookshelf, that were available 
for purchase. Also, the Department placed on that 
bookshelf copies of books that the Department has 
published, such as One Little Paw Paw, The Spirit 
Baby and Other Folktales, 400 Years: 400 Portraits; 
and DVDs produced by the Department, such as Din-
ghy Racing, Shipwrecks, Medicinal Uses of Plants, 
and others.  
 Mr. Speaker, another highlight was Bermuda’s 
participation in the closing ceremony, also held at 
Kensington Oval. I would like to point out that not all 
participating countries are invited to perform during 
the closing ceremony; however, Bermuda was invited 
to have our soloist, Cindy Smith, perform, and she 
was backed by The Wall Street Band and the other 
two vocalists. Bermuda’s Live Wires was also part of 
that presentation. Bermuda’s Gombeys were also in-
vited to perform and did a collaborative piece with the 
Masqueraders from St. Kitts. Our very talented Ber-
mudians performed before a packed audience at Ken-
sington Oval. It was a moment when we felt exhilara-
tion and excitement, as well as the pride of being 
Bermudians!  
 Mr. Speaker, the benefits of our participation 
in CARIFESTA XIII are many. It provided our artists 
with exposure. For example, as a result of her partici-
pation, Mrs. Florenz Webbe Maxwell has been invited 
to visit other countries as a storyteller and share with 
her audiences about her most recent publication, Girl-
cott. Another example of the benefit of exposure is 
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seen in the invitation that was extended to our Gom-
beys to participate in the 10th Biennial Caribbean Sec-
ondary School’s Drama Festival that was to take place 
from November 26th to December 2nd of this year in 
Antigua and Barbuda. Needless to say, Mr. Speaker, 
that event will not now take place. Our prayers are 
extended to the people of those islands, as well as the 
other places, that experienced such horrific destruc-
tion as a result of Hurricane Irma’s deadly blow. 
 Mr. Speaker, all of our participants were so 
grateful for this opportunity to perform on the interna-
tional stage and represent Bermuda. They acknowl-
edged that such participation helped empower them 
and further develop their skills and expertise. Moreo-
ver, those who participated are keen to share what 
they have learned to help nurture and develop others. 
This is crucial to capacity-building.  
 Mr. Speaker, I am so proud of our partici-
pants, their performances, and the collaborations that 
developed amongst themselves. They represented 
Bermuda well! On behalf of the Bermuda Govern-
ment, again I say to them publicly, thank you very 
much for so beautifully and artfully representing Ber-
muda on the international stage! 
 Mr. Speaker, in order to demonstrate this 
Government’s appreciation for the superb way that 
our participants represented Bermuda and Bermudian 
culture at CARIFESTA XIII, the Honourable Premier 
will host a reception for all participants tonight at 
Camden.  
 Mr. Speaker, in closing, I would like to extend 
my appreciation to the officers of the Department of 
Community and Cultural Affairs who worked relent-
lessly and with such enthusiasm and energy and 
commitment for many months in order to develop and 
implement the audition process, acquire and prepare 
all of the documentation required by the host country 
of Barbados, attend to all of the logistical arrange-
ments for the contingent of 35 people, develop poli-
cies and procedures, and attend to myriad amounts of 
details necessary for a project of such magnitude.  
 Mr. Speaker, I think it only fitting that I publicly 
thank those officers who worked so conscientiously 
and strategically. They are as follows: Mrs. Heather 
Whalen, Director of Community and Cultural Affairs, 
and Head of the Delegation; Dr. Kim Dismont Robin-
son, Folklife Officer and Deputy Head of the Delega-
tion; Ms. Carlita Lodge, Cultural Affairs Programme 
Manager and officer responsible for communications 
for the delegation; Mr. Graham Mawer, Cultural Liai-
son and Development Officer; and Ms. Clyde-A-Mae 
Tucker, Event and Programme Coordinator. This team 
did exceptional work, Mr. Speaker, and I am grateful 
to them for their diligence, persistence, and persever-
ance. Thank you. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 

 The next Statement on the Order Paper is that 
from the Minister of National Security, the Honourable 
Minister Caines. Minister, you have the floor. 
  

GRANTS FROM THE 
CONFISCATED ASSETS FUND 

 
Hon. Wayne Caines: Mr. Speaker, the Honourable 
Members and the public will recall that the amend-
ments of 2013 to the Proceeds of Crime Act, with the 
bipartisan support of this Honourable House, gave 
rise to the scheme of grants under the previous Ad-
ministration known as the “Cash Back for Communi-
ties.” Quite simply, Mr. Speaker, community organisa-
tions received grants from the proceeds of crimes 
and, more specifically, from the Confiscated Assets 
Fund.  
 Since my appointment as Minister of National 
Security, I have been presented with a number of re-
quests from various charities—requests for funds that 
were sought through the previous Ministers to be dis-
bursed from the Confiscated Assets Fund [CAF].  
 Mr. Speaker, I have now responded in writing 
to the individual entities that have contacted the Minis-
try requesting that the undertakings given by the pre-
vious administration be honoured. Regrettably, Mr. 
Speaker, I have been advised that these worthy or-
ganisations that were promised grants cannot be pro-
vided those grants from the Fund at this time.  
 Mr. Speaker, upon my appointment and on 
making the necessary inquiries from the Ministries of 
Finance and Legal Affairs, I found that the Confiscat-
ed Assets Fund was substantially depleted prior to my 
taking office, and insufficient funds remain to do so. I 
am advised that the majority of the funds that were 
available for the previous grants of this kind were de-
voted to another purpose permitted under the Act, 
namely, to meet the expenses of the National Anti-
Money Laundering Committee.  
 In light of the state of the Fund presently, I 
must advise this Honourable House and the public 
that a moratorium on such grants of the funds is nec-
essary at this time to permit them to be sufficiently 
replenished. Given the nature of how these funds are 
obtained, the timeline for replenishment of this Fund is 
indeed unpredictable.  
 Mr. Speaker, for the information of this Hon-
ourable House, it is important to note that payments 
from the Fund are, in fact, the purview of my col-
leagues—the Minister responsible for Justice (who 
sits in another place) and the Honourable Premier, the 
Minister of Finance—only. Therefore, neither do I nor 
does the former Minister of National Security have the 
authority to disperse any of these funds. The Ministry 
of National Security appears to have been engaged 
as the “middleman” in considering, commending, and 
authorising the requests for grant for the relevant Min-
isters.  
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Mr. Speaker, any misunderstanding in this 
matter is regrettable. Community organisations will 
continue to benefit from grants under this legislative 
provision once the Fund is replenished. This Govern-
ment will aim to disburse funds in keeping with the 
spirit and intent of the law. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. Minister, I also 
understand you have a second Statement. You can 
continue with that one now. 

ROYAL BERMUDA REGIMENT AND BERMUDA 
POLICE SUPPORT RELIEF EFFORTS 

IN THE CARIBBEAN 

Hon. Wayne Caines: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
Mr. Speaker, I am immensely proud to advise 

this Honourable House that a contingent of 30 men 
and women from the Royal Bermuda Regiment and 
six members of the Bermuda Police Service will now 
be deployed this morning to support the UK’s efforts in 
the Caribbean Overseas Territories devastated by 
Hurricane Irma. 

[Desk thumping] 

Hon. Wayne Caines: Mr. Speaker, the contingent’s 
travel arrangements are for a direct deployment via 
UK military transport airlift to the Turks and Caicos 
Islands. The Bermuda Police Service are expected to 
move onward to the British Virgin Islands, where they 
will join the UK and Cayman Islands police already 
supporting law enforcement in that island. The Royal 
Bermuda Regiment soldiers will be [embedded] with 
the 24 Commando Engineer Group, where they will 
put their specialist Hurricane response skills to the 
best use. 

Mr. Speaker, these teams from our security 
services have mobilised quickly and have answered a 
call to serve beyond these shores in what will be con-
sidered trying circumstances. Bermuda has a history 
of helping our regional partners, and this Government 
is extremely proud of our young men and women in 
this effort. The training and time invested in these 
young men and women have proven worthwhile. I 
have every confidence they will represent our country 
to the best of their abilities and will significantly con-
tribute to the humanitarian effort required to support 
these areas recently impacted by the storms. 

This is the seventh time that the Bermuda 
Regiment has been called upon to assist our brothers 
and sisters in the Caribbean in disasters, namely, be-
ing deployed to the Turks and Caicos in 2008, Grena-
da in 2005, and the [Cayman Islands] in 2004. [On the 
2004] Cayman operation, the BPS also sent 12 offic-
ers who spent fifteen days there in the wake of Hurri-
cane Ivan. 

Mr. Speaker, I can advise this Honourable 
House that neither deployment will adversely affect 

the operational readiness of the Royal Bermuda Reg-
iment or the Bermuda Police Service here in Bermu-
da. On this occasion, the Bermuda contingent will join 
the UK effort, including over 700 troops and 50 police 
officers who are there to support the islands’ recovery 
from the devastating effects of Hurricane Irma.  

Mr. Speaker, this is a call for aid, and our 
country could not go without helping. Bermudians in 
every walk of life can trace the common West Indian 
heritage. And our brothers and sisters are in need, 
and it is a right that we have to heed their call for as-
sistance and send them the very best that we have to 
offer. 

This Bermuda contingent goes with our pray-
ers, our support, and we request their safety and a 
speedy recovery to our brothers and sisters in the is-
lands that have been so tragically impacted by this 
hurricane. 

Mr. Speaker, thank you. 

The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
The next Statement we have is that of the 

Minister of Education and Workforce Development. 
Minister Rabain, you have the floor. 

UPDATE ON THE BOARD OF EDUCATION’S 
STRATEGIC PLANNING PROCESS 

Hon. Diallo V. S. Rabain: Good morning, Mr. Speak-
er. And good morning to our honourable colleagues; 
welcome back after our recess. 

Mr. Speaker, this morning I am pleased to 
share with my honourable colleagues an update on 
the strategic planning process that is being undertak-
en by the Board of Education to develop a community-
based and community-owned strategic plan for the 
Bermuda public school system. Last week, in the 
2017 Speech from the Throne, Mr. Speaker, the gen-
eral public were reminded that the intent of this strate-
gic planning effort is to transform the quality of public 
education. 

Mr. Speaker, Honourable Members of this 
House will recall that the strategic planning process 
indeed commenced under the former administration. 
And this morning we certainly acknowledge the work 
that has already been put in place to progress this 
critically important initiative. 

Mr. Speaker, let me briefly recap this work for 
my honourable colleagues, as we have had a long 
summer (and for this Government, Mr. Speaker, a 
quite successful summer). Nevertheless, the intent of 
the strategic planning process was to implement au-
thentic community engagement that is truly hearing 
the voices of the community on the future of public 
school education in Bermuda. 

Mr. Speaker, having been involved in some of 
the meetings and informational sessions, I can attest 
that at each session the opportunity was there was for 
the community voice to be heard. In summary, the 
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strategic planning process comprised three phases 
that included: 

1. the administering of a national education 
survey;  
2. hosting of several community conversations 
across the Island; and 
3.(i) establishing a strategic planning proto-
type for public feedback; and  
 (ii) creating a website, 
www.educatebermuda.com, to share all in-
formation about the public education strategic 
planning process. 

 Mr. Speaker, the feedback received from the 
community in response to the survey and community 
conversations provided sound, qualitative and quanti-
tative data for the Ambassador Design  and the Strat-
egy Review teams to develop and assign five strategic 
plan prototypes. Each prototype was then shared with 
the general public for further feedback to reflect trans-
parency and inclusivity for additional ideas. 
 Mr. Speaker, the participation and response 
has been broad-based and noteworthy. I deem it im-
perative to share the wide-ranging groups of organisa-
tions that were represented and who will provide their 
input, and who provided their input, to support the 
process. These included:  

• the Board of Education; 
• the Bermuda Union of Teachers;  
• the Bermuda Public Service Union;  
• school principals, preschool administrators, 

school support staff, custodians, PTAs and 
students;  

• Bermuda College faculty and students, staff in 
the government departments, various busi-
ness organisations;  

• private school leaders, both political parties;  
• churches, sporting clubs and social groups. 

 Mr. Speaker, it is important that we celebrate 
the diversity of participation by these organisations 
and stakeholder groups. The internal and external 
engagement level is significantly higher when com-
pared to the development of the previous Strategic 
Plan in 2010. This is truly indicative of the communi-
ty’s desire to not only improve public school educa-
tion, but also to ensure a school environment that will 
foster and enhance quality learning for the success of 
our children and Bermuda’s future. 
 Mr. Speaker, the Board of Education is now in 
the last phase of the strategic planning process. As 
such, all key stakeholder groups will once again be 
engaged in the process to provide final input and 
feedback into the draft plan. Since each prototype was 
developed and framed based on direct feedback and 
suggestions from the broad community, the content of 
the draft strategic plan will be no surprise. At this point 
the community has agreed in principle to five priority 
areas of focus that will structure public school educa-
tion for the next five years—2017 to 2022. These are: 

1. increasing academic rigour and student en-
gagement; 

2. ensuring career, college, and workforce read-
iness;  

3. enhancing the quality of teacher practice and 
principal leadership;  

4. improving infrastructure and instructional re-
sources; and  

5. ensuring system success. 
Each priority area will include components 

covering action tasks, key outcomes and strategy for 
implementation. 
 However, Mr. Speaker, we value and want 
everyone’s input. Therefore, as we promised in the 
2017 Speech from the Throne, the Department of Ed-
ucation will host three town hall, or community en-
gagement sessions, commencing next week. Mem-
bers of the general public who have not yet had an 
opportunity to give feedback on any of the prototypes 
are encouraged to take advantage of these three 
community engagement sessions that will be held 
Wednesday, September 20th, at St. George’s Prep; 
Thursday, September 21st, at Port Royal Primary; and 
Monday, September 25th, at CedarBridge Academy 
cafeteria. All community sessions will start promptly at 
6:00 pm and end at 7:15 pm. The draft strategic plan 
will be available for review in advance on the Minis-
try’s two websites: www.moed.bm and 
www.educatebermuda.com. 
 Mr. Speaker, in closing, I would like to specifi-
cally thank the members of the Ambassador Design 
Team and the Strategic Review Team, who committed 
and sacrificed their time during the evenings and 
weekends to review the community input and formu-
late the five strategic plan prototypes. This was not an 
easy task, but it was so pleasing that there was so 
much talent on these two teams. Educators, parents, 
police officers, retirees, students, business leaders, 
lawyers, other business professionals and community 
leaders all joined together to add their measure for the 
delivery of their draft strategic plan. These teams dis-
played authentic synergy that truly reflects the leader-
ship principle that the whole is greater than the sum of 
its parts, and support the intent of this strategic plan 
being developed by Bermudians for Bermudians. 
 Mr. Speaker, this Government is committed to 
making public education a priority, and we will contin-
ue to put our children and their future first. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 Now, that was actually the last Statement that 
was listed on today’s orders. But we have another 
Statement from a Minister who asked to seek the in-
dulgence of the House, Minister of Works. 
 
Lt. Col. Hon. David A. Burch: Mr. Speaker, good 
morning. I rise— 
 

http://www.educatebermuda.com/
http://www.moed.bm/
http://www.educatebermuda.com/
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The Speaker: Please, please. Seek the indulgence of 
your colleagues first; being that it was not on the Or-
der Paper. 

Lt. Col. Hon. David A. Burch: I thought I had 
your indulgence, Mr. Speaker. 

[Laughter and inaudible interjections] 

The Speaker: Seek the indulgence . . . 

Lt. Col. Hon. David A. Burch: It is your House, is it 
not? 

The Speaker: Seek the indulgence of your col-
leagues. 

Lt. Col. Hon. David A. Burch: I seek the indulgence 
of my colleagues. 

The Speaker: I gather that your colleagues approve? 

Some Hon. Members: Yes, yes. 

The Speaker: Continue on, Minister. 

BERMUDA LAND DEVELOPMENT 
COMPANY LIMITED 

Lt. Col. Hon. David A. Burch: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker, and thank you, colleagues. 

I rise today to inform Members of this House 
and the public about the state of affairs that was dis-
covered at the Bermuda Land Development Company 
Limited [BLDC] upon assuming office.  

Mr. Speaker, this is a part of my duty that I do 
not enjoy, but as you will be aware, all government 
departments and entities must report to this House, 
whether through their Ministers or by the tabling of 
annual audited financial statements. In fact, it is our 
responsibility as Ministers to report to this place.  

Mr. Speaker, because this House has over-
sight of all government expenditure and because the 
then-Government was so gung-ho on following every 
item of previous Government expenditure, I was more 
than a little surprised to discover that, under their 
watch, there is a government entity that has not met 
the requirements of the Companies Act 1981.  

The entity about which I speak is the Bermuda 
Land Development Company [the Company, or 
BLDC]. The Company, I have been informed, has au-
dited financials for the year 2011, but these financials 
have not been submitted because there has been no 
Annual General Meeting [AGM] since 2011.  

Mr. Speaker, you will know that there are two 
shareholders of the Company, the Ministers of Fi-
nance and Public Works, and I can report that the 
share transfer from the former Ministers to the current 
ones went smoothly. Sadly, that is all that has gone 
smoothly.  

The last audited accounts tabled at an AGM 
are the audited accounts for the year ending 
March 31st, 2009. The auditing of the 2010 and 2011 
accounts have only recently been completed by the 
Office of the Auditor General. Management of the 
BLDC has, since 2011, requested the auditing pro-
cess be sped up, even offering to pay additional costs 
to have the audits outsourced, without success.  

To be clear, Mr. Speaker, this Statement is in 
no way criticism of the board or staff of the BLDC—
who, in the face of complete irresponsibility by their 
shareholders, tried as best they could to comply with 
the law.  

Mr. Speaker, upon learning of this situation—
in consultation with the other shareholder, the Minister 
of Finance—we inquired of the remedy to this situa-
tion and were advised that a sanction is required from 
the Registrar of Companies for those years in which 
there are no audited financial statements.  

Such a sanction was applied for, and the Reg-
istrar of Companies saw fit, on August 24th, 2017, to 
confer such an order—contingent upon the said gen-
eral meeting being held and a copy of the Minutes 
being filed with the Registrar within three months. I do 
not know what the Registrar of Companies thinks of 
this matter, but I do know that the oversight provided 
by the then-Government was not oversight at all.  

Mr. Speaker, I can confirm that the current 
shareholders will, with a sense of urgency, take the 
necessary steps to bring the company fully in compli-
ance with the Companies Act, in accordance with the 
sanction granted from the Registrar of Companies.  

Mr. Speaker, this is a serious breach of finan-
cial regulations, and I am astounded by the lack of 
oversight by the previous shareholders. But, Mr. 
Speaker, I am equally astounded at the inaction of the 
Office of the Auditor General, who many will recall 
quite doggedly went after this Party when we were 
previously in Government, but have acted doubly 
reckless in this regard by not conducting audits over 
five years and then, incredibly, refusing to allow the 
Company to seek redress from an outside auditing 
firm. I trust the Parliamentary Oversight Committee of 
this office will conduct a full investigation.  

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

[Desk thumping] 

The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
That concludes the Statements by Ministers. 
Madam Clerk. 

REPORTS OF COMMITTEES 

The Speaker: There are none. 

QUESTION PERIOD 

http://www.parliament.bm/uploadedFiles/Content/Home/The%20Bermuda%20Land%20Development%20Corporation.pdf
http://www.parliament.bm/uploadedFiles/Content/Home/The%20Bermuda%20Land%20Development%20Corporation.pdf
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The Speaker: Before we go to Question Period, let 
me just state, for our new Members particularly, that 
Question Period and the Congratulatory and/or Obitu-
ary Speeches will not be taken as maiden speeches. 
So if there are any new Members who wish to speak 
on the Question Period or on the congratulations and 
obituaries, this is not considered as your maiden 
speech, so you can participate. 

As we start the Question Period, to remind the 
floor Members, the time period is one hour—60 
minutes. And we are now starting at 11:13. The order 
for this is that we are going to take the questions in 
sequence of the Statements that were written. So 
those Members who have questions for the Premier’s 
Statement can now address that. And the first Mem-
ber who sought my permission for a question is the 
Member, Dr. Gibbons.  

Dr. Gibbons, you have the floor. 

QUESTION 1: SUPPLEMENTARY ESTIMATE 
(NO. 1) 2017/18  

Hon. Dr. E. Grant Gibbons: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
This is a question, as you noted, on the Statement of 
Supplementary Estimates, to the Premier. 

Is the Honourable Member aware that, follow-
ing the AC [America’s Cup] events in July, due to re-
sponsible budgeting and careful cost control, the AC-
BDA has projected a cash surplus for the rest of the 
year that will more than cover the $4.3 million differ-
ence between the final AC sponsorship guarantee 
amount and the original budgeted amount of $15 mil-
lion? 

The Speaker: Premier. 

Hon. E. David Burt: Thank you very much, Mr. 
Speaker. 

In regard to the question, Mr. Speaker, I 
would only ask if the Honourable Member is aware 
that section 96(3) of the Bermuda Constitution Order 
states, and I quote, “If in respect of any financial year 
it is found . . . that the amount appropriated by the 
Appropriation law to any purpose is insufficient or that 
a need has arisen for expenditure for a purpose to 
which no amount has been appropriated by that law 
. . .” a supplementary estimate is required. 

We are following the law, and we do not wish 
to break the law. 

[Desk thumping] 

The Speaker: Thank you, Premier. 
Dr. Gibbons, Honourable Member. 

Hon. Dr. E. Grant Gibbons: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
Supplementary. 

The Speaker: Yes. 

SUPPLEMENTARIES 

Hon. Dr. E. Grant Gibbons: Does the Honourable 
Member understand that this ACBDA cash surplus 
means that, despite his media claims to the contrary, 
no additional taxpayer monies will need to be spent 
and that the overall ACBDA and Ministry of Economic 
budget will come in under budget for the event? 

The Speaker: Premier. 

Hon. E. David Burt: Mr. Speaker, it is amazing the 
amount of information that a former Minister of Gov-
ernment has. And it seems though, if the systems are 
working, they are alive and well. But what the Minister 
may not know is that just yesterday in the Ministry of 
Finance I had to find an additional $1 million because 
of an increase in interest to pay for the $40 million 
empty island that was paid for by the former Govern-
ment. So there are many things that continue to come 
up. 
 What I will tell the Minister—I am sorry, the 
former Minister—is very clear. The Constitution states 
what is required for a supplementary estimate. The 
tabling of the supplementary estimate is there. And 
we do not know what may come in the future, but 
we do know what we are already finding. 

[Desk thumping] 

The Speaker: Dr. Gibbons, is it a supplementary or a 
new question? 

Hon. Dr. E. Grant Gibbons: Yes, thank you, Mr. 
Speaker; supplementary. 

The Speaker: All right. 

Hon. Dr. E. Grant Gibbons: Is the Honourable Mem-
ber aware that calculations for the final AC sponsor-
ship guarantee were complicated by a variety of reve-
nues, including rentals, ticket sales, and performance 
factors on some of the sponsorships, that would only 
be known following the finals, and that it would have 
been impossible in January, when the budget was 
written, to precisely estimate these amounts? 

The Speaker: Mr. Premier. 

Hon. E. David Burt: Mr. Speaker, what I am aware of 
is that that Minister, or that former Minister, was told 
by the ACBDA to budget $18 million, at a minimum, 
for the guarantee. That is what we have found. He can 
say whatever is necessary insofar as to estimate. But 
the Government was told to budget $18 million. They 
under budgeted, for whatever reason, and now our bill 
is $19.3 million, Mr. Speaker. 

The Speaker: Dr. Gibbons. 
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Hon. Dr. E. Grant Gibbons: Yes. 

The Speaker: This would have to be a new question, 
because you used your two supplementaries. 

QUESTION 2: SUPPLEMENTARY ESTIMATE 
(NO. 1) 2017/18  

Hon. Dr. E. Grant Gibbons: Yes, a new question. 
Thank you. Thank you. 

Apart from the Honourable Member’s implica-
tion that there has been improper transfer of infor-
mation, there was actually an ACBDA board meeting 
in July, which I attended.  

So, with respect to the Statement on budget-
ing, is the Honourable Member fully aware of the 
judgment calls that were required in stating or essen-
tially developing a budget for this? And is the Honour-
able Member aware that the budgeted amount of $15 
million was fully discussed with the Ministry of Finance 
officials, and they were quite comfortable with the $15 
million amount at that time, given the complexity of the 
calculations involved and the fact that additional in-
formation would only come following the actual events 
in June? 

The Speaker: Mr. Premier. 

Hon. E. David Burt: Mr. Speaker, I am reminded of 
an old adage. When you are in the hole, you should 
probably stop digging. 

What is very clear, Mr. Speaker, is that the 
former Government was told by the ACBDA that they 
should budget at least $18 million. That is what they 
were told. They decided to only budget $15 million. 
We understand the reasons why. And what has hap-
pened is that we are ending up having to pay $19.3 
million. Those are the guarantees. 

So whatever the Minister wants to say, he can 
go ahead and say it. These are the facts, and the 
people will have to pay this amount. 

[Inaudible interjections] 

An Hon. Member: Former Minister. 

The Speaker: The Honourable Member Gibbons, a 
supplementary? 

Hon. Dr. E. Grant Gibbons: Yes. 

The Speaker: Go ahead. 

SUPPLEMENTARIES 

Hon. Dr. E. Grant Gibbons: Does the Honourable 
Premier understand that, in developing a budgeted 
amount, there are more issues— 

Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Point of order, Mr. Speak-
er. 

The Clerk: What is the point of order? 

Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: The Honourable Member is 
asking if the Premier understands?  

The Speaker: Wait, wait— 

Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: What kind . . . you know? 

The Clerk: That is not a point of order. 

The Speaker: The next Honourable Member who ris-
es for a point of order, please do not proceed until you 
have been recognised by this Speaker. Thank you. 

Hon. Dr. E. Grant Gibbons: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

The Speaker: Honourable Member Gibbons, contin-
ue. 

Hon. Dr. E. Grant Gibbons: I will repeat it. 
Would the Honourable Member concede that 

there are more issues involved in getting a budgeted 
amount than simply getting a recommendation from 
one part of the overall ACBDA and Ministry group, 
and that certainly discussions would normally be held 
with the Ministry of Finance to discuss an overall 
number? 

The Speaker: Mr. Premier. 
Hon. E. David Burt: Mr. Speaker, no matter how 
many times he asks the question, and no matter how 
many times he wishes to try to get me to understand . 
. .  I understand very clearly, as the Minister of Fi-
nance and the one who was responsible for having to 
find the $19.3 million that has to be paid for this spon-
sorship guarantee. 

Now, that former Minister negotiated this deal, 
and that former Minister said, at many points and 
times, that this thing . . . and we will find the sponsor-
ship to cover it. Well, guess what? It was $25 million, 
and I think it speaks to, one would say, the short-
sightedness, or maybe the over-optimistic projection 
of the former Government that this sailing race would 
be able to blur all the sponsorship. But guess what? 
The people are stuck with the bill. So while we have 
schools that have challenges, while we have depart-
ments and Ministries that have not had their audit, 
while we have buses that cannot run— 

[Desk thumping] 

Hon. E. David Burt: —I have to find the $19.3 million. 

[Desk thumping] 
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Hon. E. David Burt: We will clean up their mess, Mr. 
Speaker, and you can ask— 

The Speaker: Excuse me one sec, Minister. 

Hon. E. David Burt: —as many points in time as you 
like. 

The Speaker: One sec, Minister. 
Members in the Gallery, you will be escorted 

out of this Chamber if you do not respect the Chamber 
that you are in. Members in the Gallery are to be quiet 
at all times and not participate in any of the proceed-
ings that take place in this Chamber. 

We ask you to respect that, or you will have 
to leave the Chamber. Thank you. 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 

HOUSE VISITOR 

The Speaker: Whilst on my feet, let me also recog-
nise one of our former Members who is sitting in the 
Gallery today, the Honourable Walter Lister. Nice to 
have you visit with us, Member. 

[Desk thumping and applause] 

The Speaker: Do not clap in the Gallery, please. That 
was not an invitation for you to clap.  

[Laughter] 

The Speaker: Please do not participate. Thank you. 
Member Gibbons, do you have a supplemen-

tary? 

[Question Period continuing] 

Hon. Dr. E. Grant Gibbons: Yes, thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. Yes, I do. 

The issue, the next one I want to raise a ques-
tion on comes after the fact that there was no promise 
ever to cover the full $25 million; the Honourable 
Member knows that.  

So the question is, Would the Honourable 
Member concede that his Statement about AC budg-
eting was really politics and grandstanding at its best, 
knowing full well there was more than sufficient cash 
available within the ACB to cover the difference in 
budget for the sponsorship guarantee? 

The Speaker: Mr. Premier. 

Hon. E. David Burt: Mr. Speaker, as I said, when you 
are in a hole, you should stop digging. As many know, 
it does not matter how many times this Honourable 
former Minister—and I say “former Minister” because 

he should recognise what happened on July 18th, that 
people did not endorse the vision, the policies, and 
the spending plans of the former Government, and 
that is why we are here. 

[Desk thumping] 

Hon. E. David Burt: But the fact is that if he calls it 
“political grandstanding” to tell the people the truth, if 
he calls it political grandstanding to let people know 
that the sailing race which he engineered was unable 
to meet the expectations, and the people of this coun-
try are on the hook for the $19.3 million, then I will 
continue to stand up at this dispatch box every single 
day and tell the truth and continue to, as you call it, 
Minister, grandstand. We are going to tell the people 
of this country what has been done. We will execute 
our agenda, Mr. Speaker. And we will absolutely 
make no apologies for it. On July 18th, the people ren-
dered their verdict, and today we told them how much 
that verdict has cost them.  

[Desk thumping] 

The Speaker: Thank you. 
Do you have a supplementary? 

Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Yes, Mr. Speaker. 

The Speaker: Supplementary? 

Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Thank you, Mr. Speaker— 

The Speaker: The Honourable Member Furbert, from 
Hamilton Parish, you can continue. 

SUPPLEMENTARY 

Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
Mr. Speaker, I would like to ask the Premier, 

based on the $18 million that was told by the ACBDA 
that the budget would be, and they only budgeted for 
$15 million, does it mean that the Government fuzzed 
its numbers in the budget in 2012 [sic]? 

An Hon. Member: 2017. 

The Speaker: Mr. Premier. 

Hon. E. David Burt: Mr. Speaker, I thank the Hon-
ourable Member for his question. And he asked, if the 
former Government was given a figure that they 
should have put in the budget and they put a lower 
figure, were they fuzzing the numbers? And I think 
that the evidence is very clear that, yes, the former 
Government was fuzzing the numbers and fuzzing the 
budget. 

The Speaker: Thank you, Mr. Premier. 
No further supplementaries? 
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Supplementary? 

An Hon. Member: No. 

The Speaker: Okay. Well, I am going with Honoura-
ble Member Weeks as the second person who wanted 
to ask a question of you, Premier. 

Mr. Weeks, continue on. 

QUESTION 1: SUPPLEMENTARY ESTIMATE 
(NO. 1) 2017/18  

Mr. Michael A. Weeks: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
Good morning to you. 

Mr. Speaker, can the Honourable Premier 
please advise the Honourable House and the properly  
listening public if there are any other unexpected ex-
penses from the America’s Cup which you have 
found, which may not be captured in this supplemen-
tary? 

The Speaker: Mr. Premier, go ahead. I will allow it. 

Hon. E. David Burt: Thank you very much, Mr. 
Speaker. 

What I would note, and I thank the Honoura-
ble Member for his question . . . what I would note is, I 
think I mentioned it earlier today, that yesterday we 
had to sign off on an additional $1 million to cover the 
loan for WEDCO. And Members may not be aware, 
Mr. Speaker, that the loan for that island is underwrit-
ten completely by the Government of Bermuda, and 
we have to pay interest. It was an interest-only loan. 
And come next year, we will have to pay $500,000 a 
month to cover the loan, and we have to make a bal-
loon payment of $26 million in five years to cover the 
cost of what is now an empty island. So, additional 
expenses happen. The interest rates went up. And 
now we have to find additional money to pay for the 
$40 million empty island. 

So that is not something that is captured in-
side of this supplemental. That is something that we 
will move the money around for. But there are many 
things that we are finding each and every single day 
which were commitments that were made by the for-
mer Government. 

The Speaker: Thank you, Premier. 
But let me remind Members, when you are 

asking your questions, try and keep them to the 
Statement that was read. I allowed a little leeway on 
that one. When you got up, Member Weeks, you indi-
cated that it was outside of the Statement. I gave you 
a little leeway because the Minister had gone broad in 
some of his response to the supplementaries from the 
Member Gibbons. 

So just remember to keep your questions in 
regard to what was contained in the Statements. 

The next Member who indicated that he want-
ed to ask a question of the Minister on this particular 
Statement is the Deputy Speaker.  

Mr. Burgess, would you like to still ask your 
question? 

Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: I will defer . . .  

The Speaker: Okay. The next Member is our Member 
from Warwick [South East], the Honourable Lawrence 
Scott. Mr. Scott, would you like to ask your question? 

QUESTION 1: SUPPLEMENTARY ESTIMATE 
(NO. 1) 2017/18  

Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: Yes, Mr. Speaker. I am a 
little disturbed at what I heard in the Statement, and I 
just want to get some confirmation.  

The last Parliament, we were told by the for-
mer Government that we would not have to pay rent 
to Aecon. The Premier is now telling us that we need 
to pay rent if the post office does not move. Can the 
Premier please confirm that the former administration 
misled the people of Bermuda? 

The Speaker: Premier. 

Hon. E. David Burt: Mr. Speaker, I thank the Hon-
ourable Member for his question, and he is absolutely 
right that the former Government misled this Parlia-
ment and misled the people of this country. Because 
the former Minister of Works was asked, very simply, 
whether or not we would have to pay rent or any pen-
alty to Aecon, and the former Minister said no. Well, 
guess what? The people of this country, on July 18th, 
said no to their misleading statements, and today the 
truth is that if we do not move out of the airmail facility 
at the airport, we will have to pay a penalty to Aecon 
of $600,000, and we will have to start paying them 
rent. That is the contract the former Government ne-
gotiated. And the misleading statements from the for-
mer Minister should be recorded for the record, Mr. 
Speaker. 

The Speaker: Thank you, Premier. 
Any supplementaries? 
No supplementaries. The next Member who 

indicated he had a question on this Statement would 
be the Honourable Minister Furbert. Member Furbert, 
do you still have a question? 

Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: It was asked already . . . 

The Speaker: He asked it as a supplementary; okay. 
Minister Weeks . . . Member Weeks, rather, 

you had gone down earlier as an indication; you 
asked yours as a supplementary? 
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Mr. Michael A. Weeks: No. I asked mine as a ques-
tion. 
 
The Speaker: As a question. You are fine. 
 The Honourable Member Commissiong. 
 

QUESTION 1: SUPPLEMENTARY ESTIMATE  
(NO. 1) 2017/18  

 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 It appears that the America’s Cup not only 
failed politically, but also commercially. 
 But just segueing to the issue of the airport 
and Aecon, in the Premier’s Statement he talks about 
the redevelopment of the airport. And the anticipated 
supplementary shows that taxpayers will need to pay 
a quarter of a million dollars for the weather radar at 
the airport. Since the former Government gave all of 
our airport revenue to Aecon, $50 million this year 
alone, can the Honourable Premier please tell this 
Honourable House why Aecon is not paying this quar-
ter-million-dollar expense? 
 
The Speaker: Premier. 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, it will come . . . and I thank the 
Honourable Member for his question, and it will come 
as, it would seem, a recurring theme that the people 
are having to pay for the missteps of the former Gov-
ernment. And so in this particular case, when we have 
the Canadian Company, which is gaining revenue of 
$50 million this year, in the infinite wisdom of the for-
mer Government, they decided that the current Gov-
ernment, or the Government of Bermuda, would retain 
the expenses for the airport. 
 So, what would typically happen is if a weath-
er radar broke, there would be money in the Depart-
ment of Airport Operations to pay to fix that weather 
radar. But now we do not have that money. And so, 
we have to find that money from somewhere else, 
because all of that money is being given to Aecon. So 
the Honourable Member is correct. We gave away 
$50 million, and we retained $50 million in expenses. 
So we are going to have to fix the weather radar out of 
our own money and not out of the money that the for-
mer Government gave away to Aecon. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Premier. 
 Any supplementaries? 
 No supplementaries. The next Member who 
had indicated that she had questions on this State-
ment is the Honourable Member, J. J. Atherden. 
 
[Pause] 
 
The Speaker: Put your microphone on, please. 
 

QUESTION 1: SUPPLEMENTARY ESTIMATE  
(NO. 1) 2017/18  

 
Mrs. Jeanne J. Atherden: Mr. Speaker, this question 
is, obviously, to the Minister of Finance and the Prem-
ier. 
 In the Statement you indicated that, although 
it is customary to have supplementary estimates put 
before the legislature just prior to the conclusion of a 
fiscal year, you determined that, because there was a 
change in government, it was prudent to table the 
supplementary estimate at this time in order to high-
light the supplementary estimates that were the re-
sponsibility of the former Government. I would like to 
ask the Finance Minister/Premier whether, in February 
2013, this was a practice that was applied.  
 
The Speaker: Minister, Premier, you are on your feet 
so I will allow you to go ahead and continue. Go 
ahead. 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Mr. Speaker, if you do not want 
me to answer the question, that is fine. 
 
The Speaker: I was just wondering if it was outside of 
the Statement that was written. But you are on your 
feet; continue, then. 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: All I would say, Mr. Speaker, is 
that I do believe that there was different timing that 
took place. And I do believe that one of the first 
speeches that the former Government made to this 
House was on their own budget. And I think at that 
point in time there were many things that were said 
about the former budget at that time. But what I would 
just like to state for the Honourable Member is that 
this Government will be transparent. And we felt it im-
portant that the people of this country know what un-
funded commitments were made by the former Gov-
ernment that their taxpayer dollars would have to pay 
for. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Premier. 
 Do you have a supplementary? 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: I have a supple-
mentary. 
 
The Speaker: Supplementary. We recognise the 
Leader of the Opposition, Ms. Gordon-Pamplin. You 
have the floor. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I just wonder if the Premier and 
Finance Minister would be prepared to confirm that 
the initial accounting respecting the event of the 
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America’s Cup would not have occurred until the 
House was actually in recess; hence, there would 
have been no possibility to table a supplementary? 
 
The Speaker: Premier. 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: I am certain I am not actually 
following what the Minister is saying. But I will attempt 
to answer it. If the Minister is saying because we had 
an election that there was no ability to table a supple-
mentary, that is fine. I think what the key point here is, 
Mr. Speaker, and what I want you to understand, and 
the Members to understand, and the listening public to 
understand is that the former Government was told 
that at a minimum they should budget $18 million for 
that expense. And they only budgeted $15 million. 
And the bill came in at $19.3 million. Those are the 
facts, Mr. Speaker, and I cannot make it any clearer. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Premier. 
 Ms. Atherden, is this a supplementary for your 
original, or a second question? 
 
Mrs. Jeanne J. Atherden: This is a second question. 
 
The Speaker: Second question. 
 

QUESTION 2: SUPPLEMENTARY ESTIMATE  
(NO. 1) 2017/18  

 
Mrs. Jeanne J. Atherden: Will the Minister of Fi-
nance indicate to this House whether supplementaries 
are normally put at the end of the fiscal year? Be-
cause there could be changes within the budget esti-
mates, and therefore it might not actually result in an 
overrun. And that to turn around and request a sup-
plementary when only one-quarter of the year has 
gone by might seem to be unusual. 
 
The Speaker: Mr. Premier. 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Mr. Speaker, I will read to the 
Shadow Minister of Finance Bermuda Constitution 
Order 96(3) again, where it clearly states that “in re-
spect of any financial year it is found . . . that the 
amount appropriated by the Appropriation law to any 
purpose is insufficient or that a need has arisen for 
expenditure for a purpose to which no amount has 
been appropriated . . . a supplementary estimate . . . 
shall be [laid before] the House . . .” We are following 
the rules, and this Government will follow the law. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Mr. Premier. 
 Any further questions? 
 Thank you, Members. 
 For this Statement? 
 
Mr. Michael A. Weeks: Yes, for the Premier. 
 

The Speaker: Okay. The Honourable Member 
Weeks, you have the floor. 
 

QUESTION 1: SUPPLEMENTARY ESTIMATE  
(NO. 1) 2017/18  

 
Mr. Michael A. Weeks: Yes, Mr. Speaker. In today’s 
daily, I was reading this morning that the Opposition 
Leader said that the former Government’s projections 
had indicated that there will be no need to call on the 
guarantee. However, Mr. Speaker, the Premier’s 
Statement said that the former Government was told 
to budget at least $18 million, as we have heard. 
 Can the Honourable Premier please tell this 
House and the people of Bermuda why the One Ber-
muda Alliance, even after losing this election by a 
landslide, continues to try to mislead Bermudians? 
 
The Speaker: Premier. 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, and I 
thank the Member for his question because I found 
the comments of the Opposition Leader in the news-
paper to be rather interesting. Because the Opposition 
Leader is saying she is clearly not in agreement with 
the other Members of her Shadow Cabinet. One Hon-
ourable Member is saying that there was a need to 
call the guarantee. And her statement in the press 
today was that the former Government was told there 
was no need to call on the guarantee. It is clear that 
someone was keeping someone in the dark at their 
Cabinet table, Mr. Speaker. But what is clear is that 
this Government will not keep the people in the dark 
regarding their affairs. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Mr. Premier. 
 Supplementary? 
 
An Hon. Member: Question. 
 
The Speaker: Before I recognise you, I would like to 
recognise Mr. Tyrrell, who is the last person who had 
indicated that he had wanted to speak on this. 
 Mr. Tyrrell, you have the floor, Honourable 
Member. 
 

QUESTION 1: SUPPLEMENTARY ESTIMATE  
(NO. 1) 2017/18  

 
Mr. Neville S. Tyrrell: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. Good 
morning, everyone. 
 Not wanting to belabour this point, but in the 
Premier’s Statement, the Premier said that the former 
Government did not include any money in the budget 
for additional ferry services for the America’s Cup. 
Was the former Government unaware that if you have 
additional ferry runs for a large event like the Ameri-
ca’s Cup, it would cost more money? 
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The Speaker: Mr. Premier. 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Mr. Speaker, I thank the Hon-
ourable Member for his question, because it was 
astounding to find out that one of the first things that 
came to the Finance Minister’s desk was a request 
from the Department of Marine and Ports, which had 
expended all of their money for overtime and fuel due 
to the fact that they had to have additional runs during 
the America’s Cup to transport passengers, and no 
additional money was given in the budget by the for-
mer Government for this expense. This just shows the 
former Government was either fuzzying things up or 
trying to conceal the true cost of their America’s Cup 
spending plans to the public. 
 But as I said, Mr. Speaker, and I will say many 
times as I stand in this House, we will be open with 
the people’s business, and this is something that was 
committed to by the former Government that they did 
not budget for but the people will have to pay for. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Mr. Premier. 
 That has completed all of the Members who 
had indicated that they wished to ask questions on 
that Statement. So we are going to move on to the 
second Statement, that of the Minister of Tourism, 
Minister Simmons’ Statement regarding the Bermuda 
Tourism Authority. We have two Members who have 
indicated that they had questions on that. 

The first Member was the Deputy Speaker, 
Mr. Burgess. Honourable Member Burgess, would you 
still like to ask your question for the Minister of Tour-
ism? 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Yes, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: You have the floor. 
 
QUESTION 1: AUDIT OF THE BERMUDA TOURISM 

AUTHORITY FOR THE YEAR ENDING 
DECEMBER 31, 2016 

 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, in this Statement it says that 
there is no evidence to support either compensation 
or remuneration. Minister, will you have an inquiry into 
the administrative accounting of that organisation? 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Hon. Jamahl S. Simmons: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 We have a mandate to ensure that every enti-
ty under our remit operates at the highest ethical and 
accounting standards. And we will do so. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 Supplementary? Okay. All right. 

 The next person who indicated that he had a 
question is the Member from Warwick [South East], 
the Honourable Lawrence Scott. 
 
QUESTION 1: AUDIT OF THE BERMUDA TOURISM 

AUTHORITY FOR THE YEAR ENDING 
DECEMBER 31, 2016 

 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Minister, on page 2, you itemised a number of 
things. I am looking at item number 5, lack of signed 
contracts for services and sponsorships. With who 
were the contracts not signed? 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Hon. Jamahl S. Simmons: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, 
and thank you for that question, Honourable Member. 
 The entities—there were 10 entities that fell 
into [the group with] a lack of a signed contract for 
services and sponsorship: JetBlue, in the amount of 
$2,745,000; Travel Places, in the amount of $204,927; 
Bermuda’s Heroes Weekend, $100,000; National 
Sports Centre, $35,000; R. C. Jain & Associates, LLP, 
$85,000; Leatrice Oatley, $150,000; Longwoods In-
ternational, $60,000; WEDCO, $12,000, plus 8 per 
cent of gross sales; and a JetBlue advertising cam-
paign. And I would be glad to bring more information 
on this to the House in a future time. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 Any supplementaries? 
 Deputy Speaker, you have a supplementary? 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Yes, thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, on number 12 in this report, it 
states that the committee did not meet every quarter. 
Now, we do know (it was mentioned in this House), 
what they would be paid a year. Even though they did 
not meet, were they paid for meetings that they did 
not have? 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Minister? 
 
Hon. Jamahl S. Simmons: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Yes. 
 
The Speaker: The answer is yes. Thank you. It was 
so brief it got past us. 
 
[Laughter] 
 
The Speaker: Any other supplementaries? 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Supplementary. 
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Hon. Dr. E. Grant Gibbons: Yes, Mr. Speaker. 

The Speaker: I have not recognised you yet. I actual-
ly heard the voice of your Leader first on this side. So, 
the Leader of the Opposition, Gordon-Pamplin. Sup-
plementary? 

SUPPLEMENTARY 

Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker; supplementary question. 

Can the Honourable Minister advise how 
much was paid for meetings not attended? 

The Speaker: Minister. 

Hon. Jamahl S. Simmons: I would be glad to provide 
that information to you at a future time. 

[Inaudible interjection] 

Hon. Jamahl S. Simmons: Well, I know certain 
things; not all, Minister. 

The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
Supplementary? 
The Honourable Member Gibbons, from Pa-

get [East]. 

SUPPLEMENTARY 

Hon. Dr. E. Grant Gibbons: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
I think, as we are all aware, the BTA is a 

semi-autonomous organisation and must be account-
able for its own governance. But generally, when audit 
recommendations or suggestions are made by the 
auditor, there is the ability for management to provide 
their own response, because sometimes the auditor 
has not quite got it right or it was a misunderstanding. 
I am not suggesting that is necessarily the case here. 

But the question for the Minister: Would the 
Minister, since this is only one side of the story, be 
prepared to table the BTA management’s recommen-
dations or acknowledgements or responses to the 
auditor’s recommendations and noted comments 
here? 

The Speaker: Minister. 

Hon. Jamahl S. Simmons: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
Yes, I would, as well as the full audit report, 

once I have it. 

The Speaker: Thank you. 
Supplementary? Supplementary? 

SUPPLEMENTARY 

Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: Yes, supplementary. 
Mr. Minister, can you explain what happens to 

those companies and organisations that have been 
given money from the BTA without a contract? 

The Speaker: Minister. 

Hon. Jamahl S. Simmons: Thank you, Honourable 
Member. 

Since we have just received this information 
recently, we are actually looking through this to see 
what actually we are on the hook for, if necessary. 

The Speaker: Thank you. 
Is it a supplementary? 

Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Yes. 

The Speaker: Deputy, I am going to take the Minis-
ter—I caught his eye first—and come back to you. 

Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Oh, I am sorry. That is 
all right. 

The Speaker: Minister De Silva, supplementary? 

SUPPLEMENTARY 

Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Supplementary, Mr. 
Speaker. 

Minister, we know that the board members of 
the BTA, or most of the board members of the BTA, 
currently get $20,000 per year. Can you give us an 
undertaking, if you do not have the information, exact-
ly how much money has been paid in the last 12 cal-
endar months, please? 

The Speaker: Minister. 

Hon. Jamahl S. Simmons: Thank you. Yes, I will. 

The Speaker: Thank you. 
Okay. The other Member who has indicated 

he has an actual question would be Minister Furbert, 
from Hamilton Parish. Minister Furbert, Wayne 
Furbert. 

Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Thank you. Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 

Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Minister? 

The Speaker: I am sorry; Member, Member. I am sor-
ry. Member Furbert, you can continue. 

QUESTION 1: AUDIT OF THE BERMUDA TOURISM 
AUTHORITY FOR THE YEAR ENDING 

DECEMBER 31, 2016 
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Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Mr. Speaker, I just want to 
ask the Minister, you mentioned in your report that a 
30 per cent discretionary bonus was paid to the CEO. 
If you can get back to us and let us know whether 
there was any performance bonus paid on top of the 
discretionary bonus, we would appreciate it. 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Hon. Jamahl S. Simmons: I will make an undertaking 
to do so, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Supplementary? 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Yes, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Go ahead, Minister De Silva. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Minister, can you confirm 
the amount of this 30 per cent bonus that was paid to 
the CEO, please? 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Hon. Jamahl S. Simmons: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Unfortunately, that information was not pro-
vided in the report that I received, but we actually are 
asking to get those numbers to you. And I would be 
able to provide an update as soon as I have them. 
 
The Speaker: I take that as that is an undertaking 
which you will bring to the House in the future. 
 
Hon. Jamahl S. Simmons: Yes, sir. Definitely. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 All Members who had indicated that they had 
questions to the Minister of Tourism have spoken. 
 We are now going to move on to the next 
Statement. And the next Statement was that of the 
Minister of Health, the Honourable Minister Wilson. 
And there is a question from the Honourable Susan 
Jackson. Ms. Jackson, you have the floor. 
 

QUESTION 1: BERMUDA’S 50 MILLION STEPS 
CHALLENGE 

 
Ms. Susan E. Jackson: Good morning, Mr. Speaker. 
 I have one question for the Minister of Health. 
I am just wondering . . . I note here that the last 
STEPS survey was in 2014. When is the next STEPS 
survey? 
 
Hon. Kim N. Wilson: Mr. Speaker? 
 
The Speaker: Yes, Minister. Continue. 

Hon. Kim N. Wilson: Thank you for that question, to 
the Honourable Member. We are looking to actually 
conduct another survey for our younger population, 
because the STEPS survey did address the adult 
population, and the Ministry thinks that it is necessary 
for us to look at a similar survey for the younger indi-
viduals. So, I can report more once that information is 
made available to me. But insofar as it relates to the 
older, adult population, that is not necessarily the pri-
ority for the next survey. 
 
The Speaker: All right. Thank you, Minister. 
 Supplementary? 
 
Ms. Susan E. Jackson: No. One more. [May I] ask 
another question? 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 

QUESTION 2: BERMUDA’S 50 MILLION STEPS 
CHALLENGE 

 
Ms. Susan E. Jackson: This is another question, 
second question, to the Minister. I am just wondering 
if you could tell us the difference between this STEPS 
survey and previous STEPS surveys—I mean, not the 
surveys, the actual challenge. 
 I am sorry. What is the difference? So, we are 
having the challenge now. There have been challeng-
es in the past; there has been a STEPS challenge in 
the past. I am just wondering what the differences are 
between the two, or if there are any. 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Hon. Kim N. Wilson: Mr. Speaker, I am not 100 per 
cent sure I understand the question insofar as the dif-
ference between this walking challenge and a previ-
ous one. As I understand it (but I can get further in-
formation from the Ministry and revert), this is the first 
one that was started, as I indicated in my Statement, 
in June, under the former Government. If that is the 
question that you are trying to ask, that is exactly 
right. But I did indicate in the Statement that it was 
started on the 27th of June. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 No other Members have indicated that they 
have questions for the Minister of Health. 
 We will now move on to the fourth Statement, 
that from the Minister of Home Affairs, Minister Brown. 
And we have two Members who have indicated that 
they have questions. The first is the Leader of the Op-
position, the Honourable Member Gordon-Pamplin.  
 
[Pause] 
 
The Speaker: You look surprised. You indicated you 
had a question for the Minister. 
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Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Oh, yes. I am sor-
ry, Mr. Speaker. I did not hear the preface. I was not 
sure what the question was. 
 
The Speaker: You have the floor. 
 
QUESTION 1: THE NEXT WAVE OF CHANGES TO 

IMMIGRATION POLICIES AND PROCEDURES 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Thank you. 
 My question is for the Honourable Minister for 
Immigration, and the question is with respect to 
page 1 in terms of “careful assessments of State-
ments of Employment” and “closer monitoring of the 
recruitment process.” Does misinformation in applica-
tion forms have any bearing on the approval of such 
applications? 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Hon. Walton Brown: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Absolutely. If there is a finding of misinfor-
mation, false information, in an application form, then 
that person will not be awarded a work permit. 
 
The Speaker: Supplementary or new question? 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: I have a new 
question, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Go ahead. 
 
QUESTION 2: THE NEXT WAVE OF CHANGES TO 

IMMIGRATION POLICIES AND PROCEDURES 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Mr. Speaker, I 
wonder if the Minister could explain to this Honourable 
House how stringently the scrutiny process is being 
applied in light of recent approvals of work permits 
that fall outside the conditions that the Minister has 
indicated exist? 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Hon. Walton Brown: Mr. Speaker, the Honourable 
Opposition Leader is referring to a singular case, 
which has been well documented in the public do-
main. And that— 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Point of order. 
 
The Speaker: Point of order. 
 Minister, just yield for a minute.  

What is your point of order? 
 

POINT OF CLARIFICATION 
 

Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: My point of order 
is that I am not referring to a specific case that has 
been well documented in the public. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: I am talking about 
a separate incident. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. You clarified your point. 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Yes. 
 
The Speaker: Minister, she has indicated. . .the 
Member is indicating that she is not—her comments, 
rather, were not in reference to a single matter. 
 
Hon. Walton Brown: Yes. Mr. Speaker, the Honour-
able Member’s comments are duly noted. What I will 
say is that we will vigorously enforce Immigration poli-
cy and law, and that those who violate Immigration 
policy and law will face the consequences. Those 
people, those individuals who require certain consid-
erations based on perhaps their marital status or other 
factors, who are outside of work permit control, will not 
fall into that category whatsoever. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 Any supplementary or new question? 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: I will ask a new 
question, because the Minister is down on a totally 
different tangent. 
 
The Speaker: This is your third question. 
 
QUESTION 3: THE NEXT WAVE OF CHANGES TO 

IMMIGRATION POLICIES AND PROCEDURES 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: My third question 
is with respect to passports and the Minister’s indica-
tion that we will take back the printing. My question is, 
has this vexatious subject been discussed with Her 
Majesty’s Passport Office at the moment? 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Hon. Walton Brown: Mr. Speaker, I would like to 
thank the Honourable Member for that question. We 
are currently doing a Request for Information to find 
out what the cost is. Once we identify that cost, we will 
be pursuing vigorously with the UK Government what 
we consider to be an absolute necessity—that we re-
tain the right, that we reapply the right to print our own 
passports. We recognise, Mr. Speaker, that it is an 
uphill battle. But when it comes to asserting and pro-
moting the interests of Bermudians, Mr. Speaker, we 
will fight vigorously to ensure we get that right back. 
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[Desk thumping] 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 Supplementary? Any? 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: No. 
 
The Speaker: All Members have indicated . . . 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Question.  
 
The Speaker: There is one other Member who has 
indicated that he has a question. That is the Honoura-
ble Member from Hamilton Parish. Honourable Mem-
ber Wayne Furbert, you have the floor. 
 
QUESTION 1: THE NEXT WAVE OF CHANGES TO 

IMMIGRATION POLICIES AND PROCEDURES 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, can the Minister please elabo-
rate on some of the elaborate ways that some em-
ployers have tried to manipulate our immigration sys-
tem? 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Hon. Walton Brown: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 I can give a few examples. In one case, a 
company made application for five different work per-
mits. And normally, the work permits are examined 
individually so one would not have identified a trend. 
But in this case, we put all the work permit applica-
tions together and found that all five applicants had 
the same résumé. So it was clearly a contrived, set-up 
application. They just changed the names. 
 
An Hon. Member: Wow. 
 
Hon. Walton Brown: In another category of potential 
abuse, an employee—her position was terminated. 
The employer sent two individuals to her house with a 
plane ticket, telling her she needed to be on the next 
flight out of Bermuda. And the employer, her former 
employer, had no jurisdiction to do so. That is solely a 
matter for the Government. And so, that was rescind-
ed. 
 Other examples include applying for a work 
permit for a cleaner, looking for highly specialised 
qualifications to clean floors and to mop floors. So 
when you see those contrived ads for elaborate quali-
fications for relatively straightforward work, those 
permits, as of today, will not be permitted, will not be 
processed. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 A supplementary, or a new question? 
 

Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: I have a supple-
mentary. 
 
The Speaker: A supplementary. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: I have a supple-
mentary on this question, to the Minister. 
 Has the Minister continued the policy of, when 
appeals come to the Minister that the initial answer is 
no? And the yes has to be justified? 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Hon. Walton Brown: Mr. Speaker, I assumed the 
position with a clean slate. We were not burdened by 
past practices or policies. So, every single application 
is considered in light of its merits. I take no position 
prior to the application coming before me. I look at the 
opinion and the evidence presented, and the argu-
ment presented by the technical officers. And then, 
with a careful assessment, I render a decision. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
[Desk thumping] 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 All of the persons who have indicated that 
they have . . . 

Is this a supplementary? 
Supplementary. The Honourable Member 

Ralph [sic] Commissiong. 
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
That is Rolfe, with an “O.” 
 
The Speaker: Yes, Mr. Commissiong. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: Will the Minister concede 
that these practices have the effect of dis-incentivising 
the hiring of Bermudians? 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Hon. Walton Brown: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Without doubt, it has provided a disincentive. 
But as of July 18th, that practice has come to an end. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 All Members who indicated that they had 
questions for Minister Brown have asked their ques-
tions. 
 We are going to move on to the next State-
ment. The next Statement in which there are ques-
tions is actually the Statement from the Minister of 
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National Security, in reference to the grants and con-
fiscation of funds. And those questions are . . . the first 
question is from the Member from Warwick [South 
East], the honourable Lawrence Scott. 
 
QUESTION 1: GRANTS FROM THE CONFISCATED 

ASSETS FUND 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: Yes, thank you, Mr. Speak-
er. 
 I notice that in this Statement, that it was re-
ferred to a couple of other Ministers. But I will just take 
your guidance and . . . my first question is the break-
down of funds, if the Minister responsible could pro-
vide a breakdown of funds for any legal services that 
were mentioned in this Statement. 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Hon. Wayne Caines: Mr. Speaker, we defer and seek 
your leave on the next occasion to have a complete 
breakdown for this most Honourable House. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Supplementary or new question? 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: This is a supplementary. 
 
The Speaker: Continue. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: If we defer . . . If he can, if 
the Minister can now, or if he can defer, simply make 
the commitment, what did the majority of the funds go 
to? So that is what we are looking for, what I am look-
ing for there, if he cannot do it now. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you.  

Minister. 
 
Hon. Wayne Caines: Mr. Speaker, I will give this to 
the Minister of Finance. 
 
The Speaker: Premier. 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Thank you very much, Mr. 
Speaker, and I thank the Honourable Member for his 
question. 
 The Confiscated Assets Fund had a number 
of funds that came into it and a lot of the funds that 
went out of it. Funds were spent for Cashback for 
Communities. Funds were also spent, of course, for 
government departments to track down these activi-
ties. And, curious spending was . . . also funds were 
spent, I would assume, by the former Attorney Gen-
eral, in the amount of $111 [sic] to Cooley LLP, for a 
civil recovery scoping study. 
 

The Speaker: Thank you, Premier. 
 
An Hon. Member: It was $111,000. 
 
The Speaker: Supplementary?  
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Yes, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Supplementary from the Deputy 
Speaker. Deputy Speaker, you have the floor. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I would like to ask the Minister, 
how much of these funds went to the National Anti-
Money Laundering Committee? And also, how much 
money was in the fund, the total money in the fund? 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Hon. Wayne Caines: Mr. Speaker, I would like to de-
fer this to the Minister of Finance, the Premier, the 
Minister of Finance. 
 
The Speaker: Mr. Premier. 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Thank you very much, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 The total amount of money that was in the 
Confiscated Assets Fund since 2015—the total 
amount of money that has been recovered has been 
$10.7 million. Out of $10.7 million, 6 million of those 
dollars have been transferred to the United States 
under our obligations to mutual legal assistance. In 
addition of that, 3.5 million of those dollars have been 
given to government departments. 
 In response to the question regarding the Na-
tional Anti-Money Laundering Committee, a total 
amount of money that went to NAMLC specifically 
was $730,000. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Mr. Premier. 
 Is this a supplementary? 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Supplementary. 
 
The Speaker: Supplementary from the Member from 
Hamilton Parish, Mr. Furbert. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Can the Minister of Finance tell us who is this 
Cooley company and why did they get so much mon-
ey? 
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The Speaker: Minister, or Premier, would you like to 
respond? 

[Inaudible interjection] 

The Speaker: Premier. 

Hon. E. David Burt: Thank you very much, Mr. 
Speaker. 

The Cooley LLP is the law firm which was 
hired by the former Attorney General out of the United 
States, in the amount . . . and there is one payment 
that is listed out of the Confiscated Assets Fund, at 
$111,000. 

The Speaker: Thank you, Premier. 
Supplementary? 

Hon. Kim N. Wilson: Yes. 

The Speaker: Minister of Health, the Honourable Kim 
Wilson, you have the floor. 

SUPPLEMENTARY 

Hon. Kim N. Wilson: Thank you. 
I wonder if the Honourable Minister could an-

swer. Is it not correct that the initial purpose of the 
Confiscated Assets Fund, as established under the 
then-PLP Government, was to (a) give cash back to 
those industries that were most affected by the plight 
of drugs? It was subsequently amended to provide 
money for Cash Back for Communities. Is it your 
submission today that this $110,000 [sic] was paid to 
a law firm? Can you please explain how that affects 
the benefit of our communities? 

The Speaker: Minister. 

Hon. Wayne Caines: Mr. Speaker, the reason why 
this fund was set up was to benefit the community. 
Indeed, a number of community entities have been 
the beneficiaries of this fund. It is unclear and it is un-
explainable why over $100,000 would be given and be 
used in a legal matter and given to a law firm. 

Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Mr. Speaker, point of order. 

The Speaker: Minister, you should yield for a minute. 
Point of order? 
The Honourable Member, Mr. Moniz. Mr. 

Moniz, you have the floor. 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
Those Honourable Members are all mislead-

ing the House. They need to go back and look at the 

purpose of the fund. It is not purely for Cash Back for 
Communities, as they are suggesting. 

The Speaker: Minister, would you like to continue? 

Hon. Wayne Caines: Yes, Mr. Speaker. 
We are aware that the Attorney General does 

have a budget. Under that budget, he had the oppor-
tunity to put matters that are with reference to litigation 
and articulate that in the budget. It is our submission 
that this fund and the ethos of this fund was to help 
indeed the members of the community. And if he was 
going to use this fund, there should have been a noti-
fication that this fund would have been used in this 
manner so that we can let the people know who were 
depending on this money that the money of this fund 
had been depleted. Now we are not able to take care 
of the people who [were to use] this fund, because a 
lot of this money has been used toward paying law 
firms for a flight of fancy. 

The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
Supplementary? This is your second supple-

mentary, Mr. Scott. 

SUPPLEMENTARY 

Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: Yes, this is my second sup-
plementary. 

With the Premier’s stating that this fund had 
$10-plus million in 2015, and the Minister of National 
Security saying that now, at this date, it is now deplet-
ed, why are we only hearing about this now? And why 
were we not . . . and why was this country and this 
House not informed prior to the election on why, that 
we are running out of money in this fund? 

The Speaker: Thank you. 
Minister. 

Hon. Wayne Caines: Mr. Speaker, it is obviously 
deeply concerning, with the letters going out. Any ac-
count . . . you know, anyone . . . the former Minister of 
Finance would understand that if you are looking at 
the fund and you are seeing a total and a tally, you 
would understand that this money was indeed running 
out. 

It was one of two things. Either it was a way of 
misleading the general public [to win the election] in 
July, the next election; or to allow this Party to carry a 
basket to carry water in, and we would not be able to 
honour the promises that they indeed made. 

Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Mr. Speaker. 

The Speaker: Hold on, hold on. 
Is this a point of order or a question? 

Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: A point of order. 
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The Speaker: Point of order. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: The Honourable Member is 
misleading the House again. The nature of the Con-
fiscated Assets Fund is that it is constantly changing. 
So funds come into the Confiscated Assets Fund. And 
then under the mutual legal system, some monies 
need to be returned to jurisdictions to compensate 
victims. But it is constantly changing. You are getting 
money in, and you are paying it out to a variety of 
purposes. So it is constantly being topped up, and it is 
constantly being used. It is not a static fund. 
 
The Speaker: Okay. Thank you. 
 Minister, would you like to continue to his 
point of order? 
 
Hon. Wayne Caines: Indeed. 
 
The Speaker: Continue. 
 
Hon. Wayne Caines: Mr. Speaker, I have just seen a 
recent post from the former Premier, the Honourable 
Michael Dunkley. And he has indicated that at his last 
knowledge there was $300,000 left in the fund. If there 
was indeed $300,000 left in this fund, then how come 
we only have $100,000 left in the fund now? 
 What is clear is that we are not indeed trying 
to mislead the House. We are saying that the fund 
does have different incarnations. The ethos of this 
fund was to benefit the people of Bermuda. There is 
an opportunity for the former Attorney General to use 
his budget to set aside a budget for litigation. He had 
that opportunity. It is deeply concerning that he went 
outside of that budget to take money from the people 
of Bermuda, money which was to benefit lives, [to 
spend] on what we are calling a “flight of fancy”, to go 
about on his whimsical approach to prosecution in this 
country. 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Mr. Speaker, Mr. Speaker. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
The Speaker: Mr. Moniz, is this a point or order or a 
question? 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: It is a point of order. 
 
The Speaker: The point of order? 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: The Member is getting very 
close to personal abuse.  
 

The Speaker: I will determine that. I will determine 
that, Member. Just speak to your point of order. 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Yes. Yes, you will.  
 But he is getting very close to personal abuse. 
 
The Speaker: Speak to your point of order or take 
your seat. 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: But the fact is that I would put 
him to proof that there was any, any going outside of 
the purpose of the fund on the monies which were 
expended. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: And those funds, as he said 
before, were actually approved by the Minister of Fi-
nance and the Minister of Justice. 
 
The Speaker: You have stated your point. 
 
Hon. Trevor G. Moniz: Thank you. 
 
The Speaker: Minister, would you like to continue? 
 
Hon. Wayne Caines: Mr. Speaker, there was 
$300,000 set aside for the community aspect of the 
project. There is only $100,000 available to these 
people. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 
Hon. Wayne Caines: You over promised and you 
under delivered. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 Mr. Burgess, you actually had your name 
down to ask a question. Is that a question or just a 
supplementary? 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: A supplementary, sir. 
 
The Speaker: Supplementary? 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Yes. Mr. Speaker, I 
would like to ask the Minister, what did the National 
Anti-Money Laundering Committee use that $730,000 
for? And also, do they have a budget to operate on? 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Minister, or Premier? 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: I will take the question. I will un-
dertake to get to the Honourable Member the specific 
use of the funds of that allocation that was given. I can 
get that information for him. 
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The Speaker: Thank you, Premier. 
 Mr. Burgess, did you still want to ask your 
question, or you are fine? Okay. 
 All Members who indicated that they had 
questions of that Minister for that Statement have 
spoken. 

We are now going to move on to the next 
Statement. And the next Statement that Members in-
dicated that they had questions on is actually the final 
Statement, that from the Minister of Works.  
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
The Speaker: I have actually moved on, Member, 
moved on. 
 The matter of the Minister of Works, and the 
question is coming from the Opposition Leader, the 
Honourable Gordon-Pamplin. 
 

QUESTION 1: THE BERMUDA LAND 
DEVELOPMENT COMPANY LIMITED 

 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, on the first page, where the Min-
ister has indicated that the last audited accounts ta-
bled at AGM [annual general meeting] were 31st of 
March 2009, will the Honourable Minister confirm that 
by the time they left the Government they were al-
ready three years behind? 
 
The Speaker: Minister, do you care to respond? 
 
Lt. Col. Hon. David A. Burch: Mr. Speaker, I have no 
knowledge of what the Opposition Leader is asserting. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 
[Laughter] 
 
The Speaker: Member, do you have a supplementary 
or another question? 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: The Minister can-
not count, so I guess I will just ask another question. 
 
The Speaker: Well, ask another question. 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Yes. 
 Was the lack of information that was required 
to complete the audited accounts the result of ques-
tionable activities by the previous board members that 
had been subject to public scrutiny? 
 
The Speaker: Minister? Would you like to respond, 
Minister? 
 
Lt. Col. Hon. David A. Burch: Mr. Speaker, I am 
aware of the attempt that is being made. I can report 

that the management and board at the Bermuda Land 
Development Corporation had provided the infor-
mation for the audits for those five years of the former 
administration, being in government, and they have 
not been audited by the Auditor General. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Ms. Gordon-Pamplin, supplementary or new 
question? 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Supplementary. 
 
The Speaker: Go ahead. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARIES 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: [The years] 2010, 
2011, and 2012 were years that were under the pur-
view of the previous administration. Can the Honoura-
ble Minister at least acknowledge that those have yet 
to be done? 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Lt. Col. Hon. David A. Burch: Mr. Speaker, as I said 
in the Statement, the years 2010 and 2011 have been 
submitted to the Auditor General . . . (Sorry.) 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Lt. Col. Hon. David A. Burch: Yes, recently. Com-
pleted by the Auditor General and are ready for ta-
bling at the next AGM. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 Ms. Gordon-Pamplin, is this a supplementary 
or a new question? 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Supplementary. 
 
The Speaker: Supplementary. 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Is the Honourable 
Minister aware that new audits cannot be undertaken 
until the prior audits have been completed? 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 
Lt. Col. Hon. David A. Burch: Mr. Speaker, amazing-
ly, I am aware. 
 
[Laughter] 
 
Lt. Col. Hon. David A. Burch: But let me say this, Mr. 
Speaker. Irrespective of the fact that 2010 and 2011 
accounts have been audited late, it still is no excuse 
that five years of accounting have not even been 
submitted to the Auditor General for consideration. 
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The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 Is this your final question? 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: No, it is a sup-
plementary. 
 
The Speaker: No. You have had two supplemen-
taries. 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Okay. Then I will 
pass. 
 
The Speaker: The other Member who indicated he 
had questions was the Honourable Member Gibbons, 
from Paget [East]. Member Gibbons, you have the 
floor. 
 

QUESTION 1: THE BERMUDA LAND DEVELOP-
MENT COMPANY LIMITED 

 
Hon. Dr. E. Grant Gibbons: Thank you. 
 Could the Honourable Member give us an 
indication of what clearly must have been some very 
serious issues that arose in the 2010 and 2011 years 
of the BLDC, under the former Government—that is, 
the former PLP Government—that would have de-
layed these accounts being audited by, let us see, we 
are talking about close to six years? 
 
The Speaker: Minister, would you like to respond? 
 
Lt. Col. Hon. David A. Burch: Mr. Speaker, yes, I will 
respond. 
 That seems to be a question that should more 
accurately be directed to the Auditor General, who is 
unable to provide the audited accounts for the BLDC, 
both during the time of our term in Government, as 
well as for the entire time of the former Government. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 Any other . . . is it a supplementary? 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Supplementary. 
 
The Speaker: Supplementary from the Minister De 
Silva. Minister, you have the floor. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Minister, I would like to ask you: Irrespective 
of the year-end accounts not being available, would 
this stop the shareholders from holding annual gen-
eral meetings? 
 
The Speaker: Minister. 
 
Lt. Col. Hon. David A. Burch: The fact that there are 
not audited accounts available would not stop them 

from having an AGM, because they could submit 
unaudited accounts, as is taking place on. . . I do not 
recall the date. But a date for an AGM under the pre-
sent shareholders has been set. And you could have 
gotten a sanction, as we did, from the Registrar of 
Companies to proceed with an AGM. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 Supplementary? 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: Yes, supplementary. 
 
The Speaker: I recognise the Honourable Member 
from Warwick [South East], Mr. Lawrence Scott. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: Thank you. 
 Mr. Speaker, could you get the Minister to 
answer if it is his belief that the former OBA Govern-
ment could have brought everything up to date re-
gardless of what had happened under the previous 
PLP administration? 
 
The Speaker: Minister, would you like to respond? 
 
Lt. Col. Hon. David A. Burch: Mr. Speaker, yes, it is 
my belief that this could have happened. I think that 
certainly the previous shareholders of the Bermuda 
Land Development Company could have implored the 
Auditor General to proceed with auditing the accounts 
for the years 2012 through 2016 and have an AGM. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 Supplementary? 
 

SUPPLEMENTARY 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: I have a supple-
mentary question. 
 
The Speaker: I recognise the Leader of the Opposi-
tion, Mrs. Gordon-Pamplin. You have the floor. 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Thank you. 
 Would the Minister advise this Honourable 
House whether an auditor general can complete an 
audit on accounts when the prior year’s audit is still 
outstanding? (You cannot bring stuff up to date . . .) 
 
The Speaker: Minister, would you like to respond? 
 
Lt. Col. Hon. David A. Burch: Mr. Speaker, no, they 
cannot. But just as they were able to complete the 
accounts for two years, they could have completed 
the accounts for seven years. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
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 Mr. Gibbons, this is a supplementary, or do 
you want to go on to your further question? Because I 
think you have one question left. 
 
Hon. Dr. E. Grant Gibbons: Sorry; I have only asked 
one question. 
 
The Speaker: So you have two questions. Are you 
going back there, or is this a supplementary on that? 
 
Hon. Dr. E. Grant Gibbons: It will be a supplemen-
tary. 
 
The Speaker: Go ahead. 
 

SUPPLEMENTARIES 
 
Hon. Dr. E. Grant Gibbons: Yes. Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 Since the audited accounts, according to the 
Minister, have only recently been completed by the 
Office of the Auditor General, would it not be accurate 
to say that an AGM would have been academic before 
those financial statements were really available? In 
other words, what was the point of having an AGM if 
the financial statements were not available until they 
were available recently? Thank you. 
 
The Speaker: Minister, would you like to respond? 
 
Lt. Col. Hon. David A. Burch: Mr. Speaker, there is 
no excuse, in my humble opinion, to sit in Government 
as a shareholder of a company for five years. And that 
Honourable Member would know better. I cannot im-
agine that in any other company in which he is a 
shareholder or a board member, that he would sit qui-
etly by and allow the accounts not to be audited or not 
to take any action to address the deficiency for five 
whole years, Mr. Speaker! 
 
[Desk thumping] 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 Let me remind Members that this hour expires 
at 12:13. We are now at 12:11. We have got two 
minutes left. 
 Supplementary or a new question? 
 
Hon. Dr. E. Grant Gibbons: Supplementary. 
 
The Speaker: Supplementary. 
 
Hon. Dr. E. Grant Gibbons: Thank you. 
 To the Minister, would it not be fair to say that, 
really, the bulk of his criticism is really aimed at the 
Auditor General and not the former Government, giv-
en the serious delay in actually auditing those 2010 
and 2011 accounts? 
 

The Speaker: Minister, again. 
 
Lt. Col. Hon. David A. Burch: Mr. Speaker, as I indi-
cated in my Statement, I think there is enough blame 
to go around between both the Auditor General and 
the shareholders of BLDC. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 Deputy, is this a supplementary? 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: No, a question, sir. 
 
The Speaker: Go ahead. You were down to ask the 
question. Yes, continue. 
 

QUESTION 1: THE BERMUDA LAND 
DEVELOPMENT COMPANY LIMITED 

 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Minister, the inaction 
of the Auditor some will call mismanagement or mal-
administration. Will a complaint be made to the Gov-
ernor about the Auditor? 
 
The Speaker: Minister, would you like to respond? 
 
Lt. Col. Hon. David A. Burch: Mr. Speaker, thank 
you, Honourable Member, for that question. I believe 
the Auditor General falls under the category of being a 
constitutional officer. So, whilst the Governor appoints 
her, he is not her boss. But certainly, I would imagine 
that the discussions that are occurring in this House 
will come to his attention. And during the course of his 
regular meetings with the Auditor General, he would 
raise the question with her. My report— 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. The time has ex-
pired for our questions. We had a very lively period, 
but it is an hour. And the hour has passed. 

The next item on the Order Paper is actually 
the condolences and congratulations.  
 

MOMENT OF SILENCE  
[In memory of Honourable Shawn G. Crockwell, MP] 

 
The Speaker: I am going to ask Members to join me 
on my feet and observe a moment of silence to rec-
ognise one of our Members who passed during the 
close of this House, namely, the Honourable Member, 
Mr. Shawn Crockwell. 
 Gallery, will you please rise as well on this for 
us, please? 
 We will start that moment of silence now. 
Thank you. 
 
[The House rose and observed a moment of silence] 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Members. You can take 
your seats. And we are now on the Congratulatory 
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and/or Obituary Speeches. Members are mindful that 
these are three-minute speeches. 
 I recognise the Premier. 
 

CONGRATULATORY AND/OR 
OBITUARY SPEECHES 

 
Hon. E. David Burt: Thank you very much, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, it has been a while since we 
have been here, and mindful of three minutes, I will go 
and give my condolences, of course, to the former 
Member and the family of the former Member, Mr. 
Shawn Crockwell, who sat in this place. 
 Also, I would like to recognise and ask that 
letters be sent to the families of Ms. Deborah Tan-
nock, who has passed away; Ms. Rosina Spencer 
Bean (I am sure the Honourable Member from 21 will 
give my aunt a tribute); and also the former Regiment 
Officer, Mr. Larry Burchall, who also passed away 
since the last time we were here. 
 Regarding a more personal issue, Mr. Speak-
er, of course, I would like to recognise the passing of 
my brother-in-law, Mr. Terrence Smith, and I would 
ask that letters of condolences be sent to his wife and 
children, remembering his life. 
 Regarding congratulations, Mr. Speaker, I 
would like to ask that congratulations be sent to the 
following persons: The first I would like to ask for is 
that congratulatory letters be sent to Mr. Michael 
Burns, who earned the Fred Reiss Lifetime Achieve-
ment Award for his work in insurance. We recognised 
him at the captive insurance conference a few days 
ago, and I would like to ask that the House extend him 
those congratulations. 
 In addition, I would like to give congratulations 
and thank-yous to Bermuda’s student debate team, 
who represented Bermuda in August this year at the 
World Schools Debating Championships in Bali, Indo-
nesia. Despite losing three members to illness and 
injury, they represented us proudly. And of course, Mr. 
Speaker, further congratulations should be sent to 
Bermudian, Kenza Wilks, who won the event’s top 
speaking prize, representing Team England. The Is-
land team was represented by Megan Sutcliffe, a 
Bermuda High School graduate; Berkeley Institute 
students Tyrese Coakley, Yasser Baia, and Sierra 
Brangman; as well as Asha Symons from Warwick 
Academy. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Mr. Premier. 
 Does anyone else wish to speak on condo-
lences and congratulations? I recognise the Honoura-
ble Member from St. George's West, Mr. Swan. 
 
Mr. Hubert (Kim) E. Swan: Yes. Good day, Mr. 
Speaker, and thank you for the acknowledgement. 
 I would like condolences to be sent to the 
family of Marshall Dowling, a dear friend from Welling-

ton Back Road, Suffering Lane community, who suc-
cumbed to illness recently. Also, to the family of John 
T. Clarke, from Ferry Reach, well-known gentleman 
indeed, whom I knew personally, as well. And also, 
very sadly as well, equally as sad is the family of the 
late Michael Paynter, who died very suddenly, and I 
am very sad myself to bring these condolences, be-
cause it was on the campaign trail that I remember 
him last—always very outspoken, was very emotional 
when I spoke to him about issues. And his passing 
really hit home. 
 And I would like to be associated with the 
condolences to my friend, Terrence Smith. I know I 
speak on behalf of my golfing community, of which he 
was one; we will miss him dearly. And I would also 
like, Mr. Speaker, to be associated with all condolenc-
es being officially sent to our friends and family down 
in the Caribbean, and indeed in Key West as well, and 
other areas affected by the hurricane—in particular, 
Irma, and also before that Harvey ravaged the com-
munity of Houston and the Gulf State communities.  
 On a happier note, I would like congratula-
tions to be sent to you, Mr. Speaker, on your new role, 
and also to the Progressive Labour Party on ascend-
ing to Government, once again, meeting the needs of 
the people who put us there. 

And also, Mr. Speaker, I would like to be as-
sociated with the condolences sent out to the former 
Honourable Member, Mr. Crockwell. And I think, Mr. 
Speaker, that a precedent may have been set for a 
suitable time to maybe have a special opportunity for 
Members to speak a little bit more about the contribu-
tion Mr. Crockwell made. 
 
The Speaker: You can take advantage while you are 
on your feet now if you wish to. 
 
Mr. Hubert (Kim) E. Swan: Well, thank you for that, 
Mr. Speaker.  
 I would just like to say that Mr. Crockwell’s 
contribution to Bermuda will be duly noted in many 
spheres. I knew Mr. Crockwell especially from a family 
connection, as I just today saw his father driving east. 
And I am very close to his young nephew, Skylar, 
whom I teach golf. And his father and I have been 
very closely connected for many years through golf. 
More recently, as his ascension brought him to Par-
liament—a redemption, indeed—this young man ac-
quitted himself after difficult circumstances to make 
his family proud. His passing, certainly, Mr. Speaker, 
came as a blow to many of us, no more than to his 
family. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

 
The Speaker: Time. We appreciate your comments. 
 Any other Member? I will recognise the Minis-
ter of Sport, Minister De Silva. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
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 Mr. Speaker, I would like to be associated 
with the condolences for our friend and brother-in-law 
of the Premier, Mr. Terrence Smith, whom I had the 
luxury and privilege of being in the same class with for 
three years. And, of course, after our school experi-
ences together, as was noted by MP Swan, he was 
also an avid golfer. And we had some experiences, 
certainly, out on the golf course, and other places as 
well, Mr. Speaker. He dearly loved the game, and we 
certainly had a lot of fun at it. 
 I would also like to be associated with the 
condolences for Deborah Tannock, as you know, for-
mer Senator Raymond Tannock’s wife, very active in 
the Southampton area, as well as the Vernon Temple 
Church. Larry Burchall was another one I would like to 
associate my condolences with, Mr. Speaker, as he 
taught me how to march when I was in the army. And 
of course, I did spend some other time with Larry 
throughout the years, as he was involved in the con-
struction business for a long time before he retired, 
and ably assisted his daughter with the great news 
outlet, Bernews, Mr. Speaker, as you are well aware. 
 I would also like to have the House send con-
dolences to the family of Mr. Basil Carey, who is the 
father of my Permanent Secretary, and Mr. Michael 
Weeks would like to be associated. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: The whole House is cer-
tainly indicating to send condolences to the family of 
Basil, who was well known, obviously, Mr. Speaker, 
for someone who was almost 90 years old—the 
church was full. So he was obviously well-liked. 
 Mr. Speaker, I would also like to associate my 
condolences with the honourable former Member, Mr. 
Shawn Crockwell. And you might remember, Mr. 
Speaker, in his last speech in this House he made a 
prediction that we would be sitting on this side of the 
House in short order, Mr. Speaker, and, oh, was he so 
correct! So, Mr. Speaker, I am sure that he is missed 
by many Members in the House, and certainly by his 
former partner, Mr. Mark Pettingill. Those two were 
certainly joined at the hip, Mr. Speaker. And Shawn, I 
think, added certainly a lot of talent. He made Chan-
cery Legal, I think, what it is today, along with his 
partner, Mr. Pettingill. 
 Mr. Speaker, before I take my seat, on a hap-
pier note, I would like to congratulate Mr. Glenn 
Woods and his wife, Candy, who celebrated 43 years 
of marriage today. And I think many Members on this 
side would know Glenn “Woodsy” Woods. He is cer-
tainly a soldier. Candy should get an extra medal for 
being married to this man for 43 years. 
 And very quickly, because time is, I know, 
running out, Mr. Speaker— 
 
The Speaker: Yes. Your time is up, Minister. 
 

Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Thank you. 
 
The Speaker: Would any other Member wish to 
speak? Dr. Gibbons. We recognise Dr. Gibbons, from 
Paget. 
 
Hon. Dr. E. Grant Gibbons: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I would also rise this morning (or 
this afternoon, at this point), to ask that condolences 
be sent to the family of the late William “Billy” Boyle, 
who, many members will know, was a member of the 
Corporation [of Hamilton] for many, many years. He 
was mayor between 1994 and 1997. In fact, his time 
goes back to when my father was mayor, and that 
was quite a long time ago. He certainly needs to be 
recognised for his public service at the Corporation, 
and also for the contribution to employment in Bermu-
da and service to Bermudians through the Boyle shoe 
stores, which I think all Honourable Members certainly 
would be familiar with. 
 While I am on my feet, Mr. Speaker, I would 
also ask that condolences be sent to the family of a 
former constituent—that is, Janet (otherwise known as 
Judy) Montgomery-Moore Watlington. Honourable 
Members may be aware that she, at summer camps 
for many, many years for young Bermudians, touched 
a lot of younger people as a consequence of those 
summer camps. I would certainly ask that condolenc-
es be sent to her children, Margaret, James, Kitty 
Knudsen, and Hubert Watlington, for this wonderful 
lady. 
 I would also like to be associated with the 
condolences sent to the family of Shawn Crockwell, a 
former colleague and certainly a great contributor both 
to Government and to public service. I would also like 
to be associated with the condolences to the family of 
Larry Burchall, with whom I had many interesting con-
versations over the years and who did a lot to bring 
clarity, particularly to government finances, over quite 
a long period. Finally, I would also like to be associat-
ed with the—I guess commiseration would be the best 
way of putting it—with those in the British Virgin Is-
lands, certainly Turks & Caicos Islands and others, 
who suffered terribly under the Hurricane Irma that 
went through. And I am pleased to see that the Royal 
Bermuda Regiment and others are rising to the occa-
sion to assist our brothers and sisters down there 
Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 I now recognise the Honourable Member, Mr. 
Commissiong. Mr. Commissiong, you have the floor. 
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 As many of us know, life can be fleeting. Cer-
tainly, those who have been blessed with long life are 
indeed truly blessed. I just want to take time out to 
offer some condolences here. Firstly, I will go in order 
of age and seniority. We have Ms. Elizabeth Dillworth, 
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from Curving Avenue. She was in her 99th year when 
she passed away, about four or five weeks ago. She 
is the sister of Hubie Brown, who ran the legendary 
Hubie’s Jazz Bar in Angle Street, a favourite haunt for 
many of us older members of the Progressive Labour 
Party; and also the sister of Donny Brown of the, 
again, legendary Fish Hut, which is no more. And 
most of us, many of us do lament the fact that the Fish 
Hut is no more. But she was a great woman. She 
worked, as a younger woman, down at Tom Moore’s 
Tavern—for example, as a cook down there. And 
again, 99 years old this year. A very good innings, as 
my honourable and learned colleague, Mr. Caines, 
opines. 
 I just also then, moving on–– again this lady 
here I am going to mention passed away right around 
the same time. She may have preceded the passing 
of Mrs. Dillworth by a week or two. Both of them live 
on Curving Avenue. We are talking about Rosina Jane 
Leonora Spencer Bean. Rosina Bean was born in 
1932, so she would be 85 years old this year. And she 
was a great woman, a staunch supporter of the Pro-
gressive Labour Party, as was Ms. Dillworth. In fact, I 
was able to give [her] a party flag, which she flew 
proudly prior to the election. And one of the things 
about Mrs. Spencer Bean is that she always talked 
about her roots down in the Caribbean, in St. Kitts and 
Nevis, with Reverend Tweed, for example. In a visit 
just shortly before the election, I remember her telling 
us and regaling us with the stories of her being on that 
boat—it may have been called The Ladybird, I be-
lieve, that used to ply the waters between St. Kitts and 
Bermuda. And she talked about herself as a young 
girl, going on that boat for that voyage down to St. 
Kitts and Nevis, perhaps to visit family, and returning 
on the same boat. It was something that I was not 
aware of, although I wondered in the back of my mind, 
How did they get from there to here and back, back in 
the day, if you will? So that was Mrs. Leonora Spen-
cer Bean. 
 Very quickly, Mr. Speaker, because again I 
know our time is short. Today I am [looking] in the pa-
per, I was able to see in the paper the passing of an-
other strong supporter for this party and for the labour 
movement, Larry Alexander Anderson, Sr., who 
passed away. My condolences to him—or condolenc-
es to his family, I should say. And I am associating 
with all the other Members as well. I believe he has a 
relative or two here. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: Exactly, the Anderson fami-
ly. 
 Lastly, I want to congratulate the young Mr. (if 
you just give me a chance to pull this up here), the 
young Mr. Waleed Lightbourne, who became a male 
nurse. 
 

[Timer beeps] 
 
The Speaker: Time is up. Time is up. 
 
[Crosstalk] 
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: And I want to just thank him 
for his accomplishment. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: I now recognise the Minister for Works 
and Engineering. Mr. Burch, you have the floor. 
 
Lt. Col. Hon. David A. Burch: Mr. Speaker, thank 
you very much. I will not need to go three minutes. 
 I would like to be associated with the condo-
lences to the Honourable Shawn Crockwell, Mr. Ter-
rence Smith, Mrs. Deborah Tannock, and Captain Lar-
ry Burchall. 
 I would also ask that condolences be sent to 
the family of Marlene B-Landy, who, whilst she was on 
the other side of the political divide, her and my moth-
er were best friends, and her son actually served in 
the Regiment with me—a giant in this community 
gone. 
 I would also ask that the condolences be sent 
to the family of Collins Lorne Smith. Many in this 
House will have attended his homegoing service on 
the 11th of August—sorry, not on the 11th of August; 
that is when he passed—at the Heritage Worship 
Centre, Mr. Speaker. In my lifetime, it is probably the 
largest I ever attended, with people from all walks of 
life. And if you knew him, you knew that he loved life 
and that he lived it to the fullest. 
 I also ask, Mr. Speaker, that congratulations 
be sent to PinkSand Entertainment Company, who on 
the 3rd of September presented Made In Bermuda fes-
tival at the CedarBridge Academy, highlighting Ber-
mudian artists. And it was an outstanding evening of 
Bermuda talent. And I would like particularly the con-
gratulations to be sent to the two principals of 
PinkSand Entertainment, Mr. Jonathan Tankard and 
Mr. Zuri Darrell. Thank you. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 Before we recognise anyone else, I think we 
all should be cognisant of the time. It is now 12:30. 
And the Premier has asked the Minister of Health to 
be acknowledged. 
 Minister of Health. 
 
Ms. Kim N. Wilson: Mr. Speaker, I move that the 
House do now adjourn for health [sic]. 
 
The Speaker: For lunch, for lunch. 
 
[Laughter] 
 
The Speaker: I hope you are going to have a healthy 
lunch. Is that what you are indicating? 
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 The House is now adjourned until 2:00 pm. 
 
[Gavel] 
 

Proceedings suspended at 12:30 pm 
 

Proceedings resumed at 2:02 pm 
 
[Hon. Dennis P. Lister, Jr., Speaker, in the Chair]  
 
The Speaker: Members, we are now . . . proceedings 
are open after lunch. We are going to continue the 
Obituaries and Condolences.  

Does any Member wish to speak to that? I 
recognise the Member from . . . honourable Scott 
Simmons. Mr. Simmons, you have the floor. 
 

CONGRATULATORY AND/OR 
OBITUARY SPEECHES 

 
[Continuation thereof] 
 
Mr. Scott Simmons: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I want I rise on a sad note and I 
ask that this Honourable House send condolences to 
the family of the late RaKim Toriano (Scrooge) Ed-
ness Hall. And I ask also that . . . and I see that a 
number of Members wish to be associated with this. I 
also recognise his mother, Ms. Bridget Hall Broughton 
and, of course, Mr. John “Scrooge” Edness. I recog-
nise also Diane Hall, who are his grandparents, Lionel 
“Pop” Hall and, of course, his grandmother, Mrs. Di-
ane Edness. 
 Mr. Speaker, on a more elevated note, I wish 
to ask that congratulations be sent to the Bermuda 
Industrial Union, who just recently had the Labour Day 
celebrations and their 36th Annual Labour Day Ban-
quet. I ask that congratulations be sent to the Presi-
dent of the Union, to his executives, and also to the 
members. And I am sure that other Members (I hear) 
wish to be associated. 
 I also wish to be associated with the letters of 
condolences that went to Mr. Terrence . . . the family 
of Mr. Terrence Smith, to the family of Mrs. Deborah 
Tannock (who I knew very well), and also, of course, 
to the family of the late Shawn Crockwell. 
 Finally, Mr. Speaker, if you do not mind, I rise 
on this occasion and ask that this Honourable House 
send congratulations to Mr. Owen Darrell. As this 
House may or may not know, Mr. Darrell has risen to 
the rank of Chief of Staff to the Premier and, most re-
cently, he has been given the opportunity to serve in a 
capacity that I am most familiar with and that will be 
as Chair of the Bermuda Progressive Labour Party. 
And I wish to extend to him and his family all the very 
best. 
 
[Desk thumping] 
 

Mr. Scott Simmons: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Mr. Simmons. 
 I recognise the Honourable Mr. Furbert from 
Hamilton Parish. Mr. Furbert, you have the seat . . . 
you have the floor. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I would like to first of all be as-
sociated with the condolences for both Terrence 
Smith and Mr. Larry Burchall. These individuals will be 
sadly missed in our community because they offered 
quite a bit of ideas and support overall, particularly Mr. 
Burchall was very much on top of the numbers on 
both sides of the House for years. 
 But, Mr. Speaker, I have to speak very clearly 
on my good friend the Honourable Shawn Crockwell, 
JP, MP who went to another place while we were on 
. . . when the House had dissolved over that period. 
 Mr. Speaker, there is no doubt that Mr. Shawn 
Crockwell was probably one of the best speakers in 
this Honourable House by far, or at least within at 
least the top two. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: No, the other one was my 
Premier, the Honourable David Burt, but I am not go-
ing to get into that, Mr. Speaker, they are trying to 
throw me off. But I am trying to speak on a very seri-
ous note that there is no doubt that when Mr. Shawn 
Crockwell rose to his feet . . . he had facts, he spoke 
very clearly, he was very much involved in some very 
good programmes and ideas that came out of the One 
Bermuda Alliance. Probably, as a matter of fact, it is 
probably the only good things that came out of that 
. . . at that time. But he was clearly very informative in 
what he did and was clear on the goals that he had 
set, despite us going after him over and over on . . . 
whether it was the BTA or other things. 
 Mr. Speaker, I probably am at fault of intro-
ducing Mr. Crockwell to the political game. He came 
aboard during a very tough time when I sat in another 
place and Mr. Crockwell offered much support to me 
personally, as I said, we became friends over a period 
of time. We travelled quite a bit in places around the 
world and I will sadly miss that gentleman. I recall very 
vividly the day when I got a call saying that something 
had happened to Mr. Crockwell and I drove my van as 
quickly as possible to his house. And at that time I met 
the honourable Mark Pettingill at his steps and I said 
to him, Do not tell me that it is true. I sat there all day, 
as a matter of fact, to the very evening until the body 
was brought down the steps and put in the . . . 
 
[Timer beeps] 
 
The Speaker: That is your time, Member. We appre-
ciate your comments. 
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Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Thank you. I will continue 
next week. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Does any other Member wish to speak? I rec-
ognise the Honourable Member, Mr. Cole Simons. Mr. 
Simons, you have the floor. 
 
Mr. N. H. Cole Simons: Thank you. Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I rise today to send congratula-
tory remarks to the new teachers that joined the Ber-
muda Government team in September. In June they 
had a teacher induction ceremony and I would like to 
recognise the new teachers: Ms. De’Von Allen of 
Francis Patton; Torri Correia; Nathan Dill; Aleisha 
James; Sekia James; Lorne Nannini; Makesha 
Mahmud-Bey; Alaina Nelson; Diamond Outerbridge; 
Krystle Paulino; Chrislyn Philip; Daishawani Richard-
son; Nyisha Saunders; Janell Smith; Keita Swan; 
Chaunteé Thompson; Crystal Trott; Oranthus Turner, 
and Judith Welch. 
 I welcome them to the teaching fraternity of 
Bermuda and I wish them all the very best in their ca-
reers. A special congratulation goes to Krystle Paulino 
who was the new teacher inductee that was outstand-
ing for her experience in that course. 
 On the opposite side of the spectrum I would 
like to send congratulations to the teachers that retired 
from our system. They are: Miss Elizabeth Arnold, a 
reading resource teacher; Clarence Dill, a Social 
Studies teacher; Dr. Alma Finn Hendrickson, a read-
ing teacher; Dawnette Lewis, a paraeducator; Mary 
Lodge of St. George’s, the Principal; Erwin Nisbett; 
Paula Outerbridge; Norman Smith; Lauren Todd; and 
Erviette Young. I would like to thank them for their 
years in service and their contribution to developing 
young people in our Island. 
 I would like to also send condolences to the 
family of the late Arthur Haycock. He was at the Bank 
of Bermuda HSBC for a number of years and he 
helped many, many Bermudians secure their homes 
because he was on the credit side and did a fine job in 
helping Bermudians work through their mortgages and 
financing. He will be sadly missed. He did a lot of phil-
anthropic activities in Hamilton Parish. And I would 
like to send condolences to his family . . . that is Ar-
thur Elystan Haycock. 
 Mr. Speaker, I would like to also send con-
gratulations to In Motion Dance School. They cele-
brated their 20th anniversary. They are first class in 
regards to teaching young people the arts, teaching 
them discipline, teaching them commitment, and basi-
cally developing young, positive people through the 
arts. So, again, I would like to commend them for their 
contribution and I would like to encourage them to 
keep up the good work. 
 I would like to also be associated with the 
comments made in regard to Michael Burns, the Ber-

muda Student Debate Team, Basil Carey, Billy Boyle, 
Shawn Crockwell, Deborah Tannock, and Marlene B-
Landy. Thank you. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Mr. Simons. 
 Are there any other Members? I recognise the 
Member from St. George’s [North], the Honourable R. 
Ming. Ms. Ming, you have the floor. 
 
Mrs. Renee Ming: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 At this time I would like to extend condolences 
to the family of Mr. Albert Churm, Sr. (aka “Shorty”) 
from St. George’s, and also Albert Churm, Jr. Unfor-
tunately, the family lost the father and the son within a 
week’s period. So I just want to let them know that 
they are in our thoughts and prayers; associate MP 
Swan with that. And also Muriel Smith from St. 
George’s . . . associate Pamplin-Gordon with the 
“Shorty” Churm one, please. 
 And now I am just going to do some congratu-
latory ones before I do my associations. Congratula-
tions to the Corporation of St. George’s for maintain-
ing their Summer Series. It has been a great event, 
had us out on the square Friday nights actually just 
enjoying ourselves. 

The 2018 Cup Match Champions, the St. 
George’s Cricket Club for— 
 
The Speaker: What? 
 
Mrs. Renee Ming: —just an awesome 2017 event, 
Mr. Speaker. 

Richard Allen AME Church for their Women’s 
Day celebrations. The Bermuda Netball Association 
for their celebrity exhibition game that was held this 
week, Mr. Speaker. Also, the Bermuda Bodybuilding 
Association and also, in particular, Miss Natasha Trott 
for the Bikini Wellness. I aspire to be like that one day.  
And the Girls Under-15 Football Team for their partici-
pation in the CONCACAF Championships in Florida. 
And I just want to a big shout out to my niece, Danni 
Watson. And I believe that will be it. 

And I just want to be associated with the 
comments for Shawn Crockwell, Larry Burchall, 
Michele Walden, John T. Clarke, Collins Smith. Thank 
you. 
 
The Speaker: Member, did you say congratulations to 
who for Cup Match? 
 
Mrs. Renee Ming: The 2018 Cup Match Champion, 
St. George’s Cricket Club. 
 
The Speaker: I think you are bit off on that, but any-
way, I am going to hold my comment. 
 
[Laughter] 
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The Speaker: I recognise the Minister . . . Minister 
Caines. Minister Caines, you have the floor. 
 
Hon. Wayne Caines: Mr. Speaker, I would like to of-
fer condolences to the family of Mr. Denton Jared, Jr.,. 
He was a childhood friend and, indeed, my god broth-
er. He most recently succumbed to cancer in the Unit-
ed Kingdom and I would like this Honourable House to 
send his family our deepest and most heartfelt condo-
lences. 

Again, to associate myself with the condo-
lences for Mr. Lawrence “Stickers” Hendrickson, he 
was one of the founders of H&H Gombeys. And Mr. 
David “Shaggy” Wilson of Warwick Gombey [Troupe]. 
Mr. Collins Smith, Mr. Speaker, is a fixture in our 
community specifically with the Corporation of Hamil-
ton. For a number of years he served this country with 
distinction and has recently passed. And I would like 
to associate myself very closely with the condolences 
for Mr. Larry Anderson. He is indeed close to my fami-
ly and one of Bermuda’s best cake decorators, Mr. 
Speaker. He is gone to take his rest. 

I would like to say a few words with [regard to] 
Mr. Shawn Crockwell, one of our MPs, that has re-
cently passed. Mr. Speaker, you would know that he 
was my roommate in university. We attended the 
Bermuda Institute together. This House has lost a gi-
ant of a man. He indeed has significant shoes to fill. 
He leaves behind three children to mourn his passing, 
but indeed they get to carry the legacy of the father in 
their hearts. And I wish for this Honourable House to 
send his family condolences on behalf of the Mem-
bers of this House. 

Mr. Speaker, Mr. Lee Holder— 
 

The Speaker: Mm-hmm. 
 
Hon. Wayne Caines: —Mr. Lee Holder was a formi-
dable man in the sporting community serving as a 
football player, as a referee, and as a member in the 
legal fraternity in Bermuda and— 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
The Speaker: You would like to be associated. 
 
Hon. Wayne Caines: Yes. And, Mr. Speaker, we 
would like to associate the House with these com-
ments. 
 Mr. Speaker, by way of congratulations, our 
Under 17 Girls, Mr. Speaker, in one of their games, 
they scored what could only be considered a hockey 
score or a cricket score by beating their opponent by 
some 14 goals and, Mr. Speaker, I would like for this 
House to send them some congratulatory remarks. 
 
The Speaker: Sure. 
 

Hon. Wayne Caines: Those conclude my remarks, 
Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 Now, does any other Member wish to speak? 
I recognise the Honourable Member from Southamp-
ton [East Central], Ms. Scott. Honourable Member, 
you have the floor. 
 
Ms. Leah K. Scott: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I would like to offer condolences 
to the family of the late Shawn Crockwell. Shawn was 
a very good friend of mine and when he died his death 
was one of those things that you will always remem-
ber where you were, the time, the place, and the hour. 
I will miss him as a mentor. I will miss him as a friend. 
He was a great orator. He will surely be missed in this 
House. I appreciated him for his honesty and for his 
frankness, and for the ability that he had to stand up 
for the courage of his convictions. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 
 I recognise the Honourable Member from 
Southampton as well. The Honourable Member Smith, 
you have the floor. Yes. 
 
Mr. Ben Smith: I would like to send condolences to 
the family of Roudette Warrington Yearwood from 
Hamilton Parish. 
 
The Speaker: Mm-hmm. 
 
Mr. Ben Smith: He suddenly died on the 27th of July. 
He gave a lot of time and effort to swimming in Ber-
muda and I work with his daughters and I know that 
he will be missed. 
 I would also like to give congratulations to the 
Youth Commonwealth Team for Bermuda, specifically 
the medal winners. Our first gold medal for Matthew 
Oliveira in time trial cycling, along with Sakari Famous 
in high jump (Bronze medal), and Alyssa Rowse, 
Bronze medal also in cycling.  
 I would also like to congratulate Flora Duffy 
for what she has been able to accomplish this sum-
mer and give her our best wishes for tomorrow in the 
grand final for the Triathlon World Series. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. I now recognise the Hon-
ourable Member, Mr. Tyrrell. Mr. Tyrrell, you have the 
floor. 
 
Mr. Neville S. Tyrrell: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, good 
afternoon. 
 Mr. Speaker, I would ask that this Honourable 
House send a letter of condolences to the family of 
the late Mr. Jose Mota of Chapel Hill Road in South-
ampton who passed, as I said recently, at a very 
young age of 64. I have to confess that I was not very 



Official Hansard Report 15 September 2017 49 

Bermuda House of Assembly 

intimate with Mr. Mota, but I happened to have met 
one of his daughters this summer and I will just give 
you a brief talk about it. What it was, there were many 
back-to-school giveaways out and my honourable col-
league, Dennis Lister III, who you would recognise, 
and myself— 

The Speaker: I might be familiar with him, yes. 

Mr. Neville S. Tyrrell: —had a joint giveaway, a back-
to-school giveaway. And in . . . well, it was sort of 
short notice that we did it and we did it via Facebook 
in terms of getting the information out, and Stacy Mota 
(who has no connection with either of our constituen-
cies) actually came and showed up because she 
wanted to help. She said she wanted to help and she 
actually helped to greet and hand out the giveaways 
that we had. And the reason why I am probably em-
phasizing that is she is a very young, she is a young 
lady who you could obviously tell has had some very 
good upbringing and I must obviously associate that 
with her father, Jose. So, if those condolences could 
be sent. 

At the same time while I am standing here, 
Mr. Speaker, I would ask that I be associated with the 
condolences for Ms. Deborah Tannock. Her husband, 
Raymond Tannock, and I sat in another place togeth-
er for a number of years and at the end of our ses-
sions we never knew how we were going to get home, 
so either one of us had to call our wives to see which 
one could come and Deborah always seemed to . . . 
she had no problem coming to come and collect him. 
So I associate myself with that. 

And finally, I would like to be associated with 
the remarks to Collins Smith. He was not a constituent 
of mine, but his father was. His father lives—not was, 
is—lives in my constituency and he is a firm support-
er, so I would certainly associate myself with those 
condolences. Thank you very much, Mr. Speaker. 

The Speaker: Thank you, Mr. Tyrrell. 
Are there any other Members that wish to 

speak? I recognise the Honourable Member. . . yes, 
she was just made a Minister. I recognise the Hon-
ourable Member from Hamilton Parish, Mrs. Furbert. 

Mrs. Furbert, you have the floor, Honourable 
Member. 

Mrs. Tinee Furbert: Yes, thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
I would like to offer congratulations or send 

congratulations to the Bermuda Bocce Team, which 
had representatives Yushae Desilva-Andrade, Steve 
Wilson, Omar Hayward, and Rechai Young. An asso-
ciation over here. They represented Bermuda in the 
BISFed America’s Bocce Team Championships in 
Columbia and they did quite well. Omar Hayward was 
the one who went to the finals and was defeated 
3 to 1. But I would just like to offer congratulations to 
them for representing Bermuda well. 

Also wanting to wish one of my constituents, 
who is actually in the House, Mr. Place, a happy be-
lated birthday. He is 101. 

[Desk thumping] 

The Speaker: Okay. 

Mrs. Tinee Furbert: And he is just a great example of 
how we can age healthy. And so I just want to wish 
him many, many more years and I am glad that he is 
in this place today. 

Also wanting to send condolences out to the 
family and friends of two constituents: Mrs. Roslyn 
“Peggy” Gibbons, and also Mr. Sean Tavares. And I 
also want to associate myself with the condolences for 
Mr. Larry Burchall, Mrs. Deborah Tannock, and Mr. 
Shawn Crockwell. 

The Speaker: Thank you, Member. 
Any other Member wish to speak? I recognise 

the Honourable Member, Ms. Jackson. Ms. Jackson, 
you have the floor. 

Ms. Susan E. Jackson: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
I would just like to send condolences to the 

family of Sophie Laden Fraser-Smith. She tragically 
lost her life on Election Day on the 18th of July this 
year, and we are heartily sorry and I would like to as-
sociate the whole House with this. 

The Speaker: Mm-hmm. 

Ms. Susan E. Jackson: Because there is the likeli-
hood she may have been coming to vote, and we just 
want to recognise her and send all of our sincerest 
condolences to the family. Thank you. 

The Speaker: Thank you. 
Any other Member? We recognise the Hon-

ourable Member, Mr. Weeks. Mr. Weeks, you have 
the floor. 

Mr. Michael A. Weeks: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
Mr. Speaker, I would like to start off my re-

marks by asking this Honourable House to send con-
gratulatory remarks to Mr. Trevor Lindsay. He was a 
long-time cameraman for ZBM but now he has got his 
own news website, which was launched on July 17th. It 
is called TNN and I am sure I would like to associate 
the whole House— 

The Speaker: Yes. 

Mr. Michael A. Weeks: —I see the hands going up. 
Trevor Lindsay is a real entrepreneur, and when he 
parted ways with ZBM he ventured out into his own 
business, TNN. So stay tuned because he is one of 
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those guys that . . . he puts the news on as it hap-
pens. 
 
The Speaker: Mm-hmm. 
 
Mr. Michael A. Weeks: So he is one of those guys 
that, you know, does his thing. 
 Mr. Speaker, on a sad note, I would like to 
associate myself with the remarks of condolences for 
Mr. Lee Holder. He was a good friend of mine and, 
like my honourable colleague, the Minister of National 
Security said, he was very much a fixture in the sport-
ing arena and, for those that know football especially, 
he was a Devonshire Colts man through and through. 
As a matter of fact . . . and I saw you there, Mr. 
Speaker, I would ask people to come to his funeral 
dressed in either orange or red and blue. 
 
The Speaker: Yes, I understand that. 
 
Mr. Michael A. Weeks: So again, I would like to as-
sociate the Members of the House with that. 
 I would also like to associate the remarks for 
the condolences for Mr. Larry Anderson. He was one 
of my constituents and, like it was said before me, he 
was very much a baker and cake decorator, and we 
are going to miss him, miss him dearly. 
 Mr. Speaker, I would also like to be associat-
ed with the remarks for Collins Smith. He was a friend 
of mine. I could not attend his funeral because at the 
time of his funeral I was overseas on some personal 
issues, but I made it known to his wife and family that 
my heart and prayers were with them.  
 Mr. Speaker, before I take my seat I want to 
offer my congratulatory remarks to Mr. Waleed Light-
bourne. He is actually a neighbour of mine. He is one 
of the first—I think he is the first—male nurses that 
have graduated from the Bermuda College with his 
associates degree. And I talked to him a lot because 
we are actually neighbours. And I would like to asso-
ciate the Minister of Health— 
 
An Hon. Member: The whole House. 
 
Mr. Michael A. Weeks: Well, actually the whole 
House. And when I say “neighbour,” he stayed in the 
same complex, he is really right next door to me so he 
would not let me rest if I do not take a minute to con-
gratulate him on a job well done. 
 
The Speaker: Good ahead . . .  
 
Mr. Michael A. Weeks: You know, and for those few 
remarks . . . but oh! Mr. Speaker, before I take my 
seat—Mr. Lawrence Hendrickson. Those that knew 
him well in Back o’ Town area in Pembroke knew him 
as “Stickers.” He was like a mentor to us. When I tried 
to learn sailing, he was there. When I tried to learn 
Gombey . . . and I keep saying “tried to learn” be-

cause both sports were short-lived by myself in trying 
to learn them. But Mr. Stickers Hendrickson was in-
strumental in teaching a lot of us guys in Back o’ 
Town how we sail and dance with Gombeys.  
 And Shaggy Dog Wilson . . . who does not 
know Shaggy? Okay? So I would like to— 
 
[Timer beeps] 
 
The Speaker: Ah. 
 
Mr. Michael A. Weeks: —associate myself— 
 
The Speaker: Time . . . time has passed. 
 Any other Member? I recognise the Leader of 
the Opposition. Ms. Gordon-Pamplin, you have the 
floor. 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I would like to associate myself 
with the comments of condolences to the family of 
Collins Smith, Marlene B-Landy, Larry Anderson (who 
is actually the father of one of my dear constituents 
and friends), Basil Carey, Shaggy Wilson (who we 
used to call “Sammy’s Boy”)— 
 
The Speaker: Mm-hmm. 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: —and Stickers 
Hendrickson.  
 I would also ask to be associated with the 
comments to the families of Deborah Tannock (who 
was a childhood friend and we lived not too far from 
each other), to the family of Larry Burchall, and the 
family of William Boyle. 
 I would like to extend special condolences 
and associate myself with the comments relating to 
the late Honourable Shawn Crockwell. Shawn Crock-
well and I were tremendously interactive colleagues. 
He was an individual whom I loved dearly as a son. 
And I think the respect was mutual as I was able to 
determine from people who were in his close circle 
after his death when they were able to convey to me 
the comments that he had made concerning the rela-
tionship that he shared with me. That is something 
that I will eternally treasure and I am appreciative of 
the friendship as well as the ability to have gotten to 
know Shawn as well as I did. 
 Mr. Speaker, I would also ask that this Hon-
ourable House send a note of congratulations to Dr. 
Carika Weldon. Dr. Weldon is a 27-year-old Bermudi-
an. She is a lecturer at the De Montfort University in 
Leicester. 
 
The Speaker: You should associate the whole House 
on that. 
 



Official Hansard Report  15 September 2017 51 
 

 Bermuda House of Assembly 

Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: I would like to as-
sociate the whole House. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: She is 27 years 
old, on the faculty of De Montfort University teaching 
medical biochemistry. 
 
The Speaker: Mm-hmm. 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Mr. Speaker, Dr. 
Weldon will have the opportunity this Sunday to pre-
sent . . . she has been brought in by Think Media un-
der the auspices of Ayo Johnson and she is going to 
be presenting on molecular biology and cell . . . stem 
and cell work and the like at Bermuda High School at 
five o’clock this Sunday. I think that to see that kind of 
. . . not just development, but that kind of exposure for 
us as Bermudians— 
 
The Speaker: Mm-hmm. 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: —she is instru-
mental in creating a local charity called the Bermuda 
Principles charity. And I think she has done yeoman 
work and has put Bermuda on the map. Her prowess 
and her intellect are second to none and I believe that 
everybody, if we have the opportunity on Sunday, 
ought to go out and support this young woman as she 
brings the rudiments of her work to the people of 
Bermuda. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Any other Member? I recognise the Member 
from Warwick [South East]. Mr. Lawrence Scott, you 
have the floor. 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 I just rise to . . . I want to have this Honoura-
ble House send a letter of condolences to the family of 
Tanya Boyles who was a constituent of mine along 
Cobbs Hill Road. The Boyles family is synonymous 
with cricket in the—and Honourable Member Cole 
Simons would like to be associated—synonymous 
with cricket, and also she was one that when I first 
went around canvassing she gave me a hard time at 
first, but then said that she needed to put me through 
my paces just to ensure that I was deserving of her 
vote. And she always did hold me accountable and I 
thank her for that. 
 I also would like to be associated with the 
comments . . . the congratulations for PinkSand Enter-
tainment—Mr. Jonathan Tankard and Zuri Darrell—
and for their Made in Bermuda event. And I just want 
to associate the Minister of National Security and the 
Minister of Education, [and] the Honourable Premier 
as well. 

 And last, but certainly not least, I would like to 
just say a few words about the Honourable Member 
Shawn Crockwell, who I had the honour of being his 
Shadow. And I think that has probably been the best 
thing that has happened to my political career being 
as though . . . they say iron sharpens iron where my-
self with him being . . . as it has mentioned, he was 
the best debater in this House, me having to go toe-
to-toe with him. And what happened was we would 
have our little political cut and thrust on the floor, but 
then afterwards he would come and help critique me 
and say, Lawrence, you could have said this. You 
might have wanted to word it that way. So, therefore, 
the skill that you see, Mr. Speaker, with me speaking 
on the floor of the House has been . . . is basically 
[due to] my mentorship through Shawn Crockwell. 
 
The Speaker: Mm-hmm. 
 
Mr. W. Lawrence Scott: Thank you very much. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Does any other Honourable Member wish to 
speak? I recognise the Member from constituency 28, 
Mr. Lister.  You have the floor, Honourable Member. 
 
Mr. Dennis Lister III: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 First off, I would like to start by offering condo-
lences to the family of Mrs. Karen Graham, a constit-
uent of mine from Warwickshire Drive. 
 Next, I would like to offer congratulations to 
young Mr. Bakari Simons, a constituent of mine. He 
received a Government scholarship last month to con-
tinue studying for his master’s degree at the British 
School of Osteopathy and aims to become the first 
Bermudian-born osteopath. 
 I would also like to offer congratulations to the 
former Chairman of the Road Safety Council, who I 
served on with, Dr. Carlton Crockwell. Yesterday he 
celebrated 31 years of marriage. 
 
The Speaker: Mm-hmm. 
 
Mr. Dennis Lister III: So I would like to offer con-
gratulations to that. 
 Also, birthday congratulations—85th birthday 
earlier this month to my grandmother, Ms. Norma 
Showers. 
 And I would also like to associate [with] the 
condolences to Mr. Lee Holder. As a current football 
player, I have had the privilege of playing while he has 
been the referee or linesman. So I have had interac-
tion with Mr. Holder. 
 Also, to associate with Shawn Crockwell, the 
many comments that have already been said about 
him. I did not know him personally, but I would like to 
associate with them. 
 Also, to Mr. Mota. His daughter and I are good 
friends and, as Mr. Tyrrell said, she lives in Hamilton 
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Parish, I believe, but she just felt the need to come 
volunteer at our school give-back. So I would like to 
pass those condolences on. 
 Also to another constituent of mine, Dr. Carika 
Weldon, I would like to also associate with the con-
gratulations. She is, as the Honourable Member Gor-
don-Pamplin said, she is back on-Island to help in a 
forum on a ThinkFest. It is all local Bermudians. It is 
about eight or so Bermudians that have come back to 
give information and pass on what they have learned 
to local Bermudians. And as she said, at 27 years old, 
for what she has done at her age, we have to be very 
proud of her. 
 Also, last but not least, to the PinkSand Enter-
tainment for their, again . . . what was it again? Mu-
sicfest? Mr. Jonathan Tankard is also . . . I went to 
school with him—high school and college—so I know 
him very well and I would just like to pass on those 
congratulations. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Member. 
 Any other Members? I recognise the Minister 
for Education. Minister, you have the floor. 
 
Hon. Diallo V. S. Rabain: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, first, obviously, I would like to 
associate with the comments for our former colleague 
the Honourable Shawn Crockwell. As a fraternity 
brother of mine I got to know Shawn in a different light 
than what we got to see up in this House and he was 
a dynamic, awesome person to know. And as from all 
of the wonderful words that have been said about him, 
he will be missed. 
 Mr. Speaker, I would also like to send a letter 
of condolences to the family of Jahcari Francis. That 
was a young man that was—and I will associate MP 
Weeks as well. I will associate the whole House—it 
was a young man whose life was unfortunately cut 
short with a bullet a few weeks ago, and his family is 
still reeling from that loss. Mr. Speaker, it happened to 
be almost one year to the day, I believe, where a 
murder occurred in the exact same house as well. 
And so there is a . . . while those wounds were still 
open, fresh wounds were reopened with that. 
 Mr. Speaker, I would like to send congratula-
tory comments to Barry Gibbons. Barry Gibbons is a 
young man in Devil’s Hole who has organised a fun 
day called the Devil’s Hole Family Fun Day that has 
grown exponentially in the last three years that it has 
been put on. And it is a wonderful thing to see young 
people such as Barry giving back to his community in 
the way that he has. 
 I would also have congratulations sent to Bai-
ley’s Bay Cricket Club, Eastern County Champion for 
2017.  
 Also, Mr. Speaker, I would like to have con-
gratulations sent to—and these are fraternity brothers 
of mine who celebrate 60 years of continual service to 
Bermuda and to the fraternity of Alpha Phi Alpha Fra-

ternity, Incorporated—that is brother Edwin Wilson; 
Leon Simmons; Cecil Smith; and of course the former 
Speaker of the House, the Honourable Stanley Lowe. 
And I associate the Minister of National Security . . . 
the— 
 
The Speaker: The whole House . . . do the House. 
 
Hon. Diallo V. S. Rabain: —whole House will be as-
sociated with that.  
 And lastly, but not least, Mr. Speaker, I would 
like to send congratulatory comments to Raleigh In-
ternational. Raleigh International is an organisation 
that has done a yeoman’s work in getting some of our 
young people interested in doing things very positive 
within our community. Just recently a few . . . and just 
about a week ago, their latest group of young people 
returned from Borneo. And that would be Asanté Dar-
rell, Sarzjae Minors, Andrea Burrows, Keisha Butter-
field, and Donnikae Baker, and Jawonday West. And 
that organisation deserves all the accolades that we 
can give it. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Is there any other Honourable Member? We 
recognise the Honourable Member, Mr. Famous. Mr. 
Famous, you have the floor. 
 
Mr. Christopher Famous: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 As a proud pond dog I would like to associate 
myself with the comments for Mr. David “Shaggy” Wil-
son and Lawrence “Stickers” Hendrickson, Sr. As we 
know, Mr. Speaker, the heartbeat of Bermuda is the 
Gombey drum and the Gombey dancers. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 
Mr. Christopher Famous: And these two gentlemen 
carried the tradition from our West Indian heritage to 
this country and they made our country recognised, as 
the Honourable Minister De Silva spoke, recognised 
worldwide with the Gombey beat. 
 I would like to give condolences to Mrs. May 
Jokeman, the mother of Mr. Tony Jokeman and Mrs. 
Smith in the Bahamas. She is a constituent of mine 
. . . the other gentlemen want to associate them-
selves. I met her briefly before while canvassing and 
she unfortunately passed shortly thereafter. But I had 
the pleasure of singing with her— 
 
The Speaker: Uh, uh, uh, uh. 
 Keep going, Mr. Famous, keep talking. 
 
Mr. Christopher Famous: —prior to the election. And 
as you know, when we do canvass we often end up 
seeing people in the paper thereafter. 
 I want to give congratulations, first and fore-
most, to Angela Young who helped to coordinate work 
rallies to help to bring our schools up to scratch over 
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the last few weeks. She has helped to reignite the 
community spirit amongst parents and people in the 
community. 

I want to associate and give congratulations 
as well to the Bermuda Regiment who have continued 
to serve our sister islands in the Caribbean in their 
time of need. 

And lastly, Mr. Speaker, I want to give con-
gratulations to our alma mater, the Berkeley Insti-
tute— 

 
The Speaker: Very well deserved. 
 
Mr. Christopher Famous: —for 120 years of provid-
ing legacy and leadership to this country, and espe-
cially Gold House. 
 
The Speaker: Green House. 
 Thank you. 
 Any other Member wish to speak? I now rec-
ognise the Minister for [Government] Reform. Minister 
Foggo, you have the floor. 
 
Hon. Lovitta F. Foggo: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I stand briefly to give condo-
lences [regarding] a young man, Colin Smith, who 
recently lost his life. He worked for many years with 
the Corporation of Hamilton. Colin and his brothers 
and sister who are next door to me . . . and I can say 
that he was a fun-loving person and he will be sorely 
missed by all of those folks whose hearts he touched 
and indeed, no doubt, by his family. 
 Mr. Speaker, I also rise today to make con-
gratulatory remarks to the Mirrors Programme which 
over the summer hosted a camp for young, I guess if 
you will, preteens, in their early teens. And that camp 
emphasized the value in interactive education, if you 
will, and indeed by looking at education through a lens 
of fun and in so doing learning the concepts in a man-
ner that they could appreciate more and apply long 
term to their life skills. It was an excellent programme 
and it taught those young folks another way of han-
dling information that they receive academically and 
using that to benefit them through various avenues. 
 So on that note, Mr. Speaker, I will take my 
seat. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 Does any other Member wish to speak? 
 I recognise the Honourable Member, Jeanne 
Atherden. Mrs. Atherden, you have the floor. 
 
Mrs. Jeanne J. Atherden: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I would like to have condolences 
sent to the family of Mr. William Boyle. Mr. Boyle was 
one of my constituents and even though he had been 
away and not well for a while we, obviously, are sad-
dened by his passing. 

 Also I would like to be associated with the 
congratulations for the PinkSands Entertainment. I 
went to that particular event with my sister and I must 
say she is not one of those individuals who takes you 
out on a treat like that, but we thoroughly enjoyed our-
selves. And I was so impressed by the talent that we 
had there. And it just reminds me that Bermuda has 
so many talented individuals, and I must admit I had 
not seen Sia Spence for a long time. 
 And also, Mr. Speaker, I would like to be as-
sociated with the condolences sent to the family of 
Deborah Tannock. I knew Deborah a long time ago 
and we keep forgetting that we know lots of people in 
different circumstances and there is a tendency for us 
not to remember that we have much more in common 
that we deal with each other on a regular basis. And 
the things that might divide us momentarily are things 
that we should put in their perspective. Because if I 
can have a husband that sticks up for St. George’s 
and I stick up for Somerset, we have to recognise that 
we have too much in common not to turn around and 
be appreciative of everybody. 
 Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 Does any other Member wish to speak? 
 No other Member wishes to speak? 
 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
 

HOUSE VISITOR 
 
The Speaker: Before we move on, I would just like to 
acknowledge Mr. Place again. Congratulations were 
sent on to Mr. Place for his hundred—recently cele-
brated—100th birthday. And I feel it an honour to have 
you in our Chambers, Mr. Place. 
 
[Desk thumping] 
 
The Speaker: So I would like to join— 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
The Speaker: —101, 101st birthday. Thank you. 
 We wish you continued good health, Mr. 
Place. 
 And, of course, I would like to be associated 
with the many remarks that were passed on to our 
former colleague, Mr. Crockwell. And, as has been 
said, his performance in this House will be one that 
we will remember for a long, long time and will be 
missed. 
 Thank you. 
 

MATTERS OF PRIVILEGE 
 
The Speaker: There are none. 
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PERSONAL EXPLANATIONS 
 
The Speaker: There are none. 
 

NOTICE OF MOTIONS FOR THE 
ADJOURNMENT OF THE HOUSE 

 ON MATTERS OF URGENT 
PUBLIC IMPORTANCE 

 
The Speaker: There are none. 
 

INTRODUCTION OF BILLS 
 

GOVERNMENT BILLS 
 
The Speaker: Yes, we have two Government Bills. 
 Premier? 
 

FIRST READINGS 
 
REAL ESTATE BROKERS’ LICENSING ACT 2017 

 
CORPORATE SERVICE PROVIDER BUSINESS 

AMENDMENT ACT 2017 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Good afternoon, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I am introducing the following 
Bill for its first reading so that it may be placed on the 
Order Paper for the next day of meeting: the Real Es-
tate Brokers’ Licensing Act 2017. 
 Mr. Speaker, I am also introducing the follow-
ing Bill for its first reading so that it may be placed on 
the Order Paper for the next day of meeting: the Cor-
porate Service Provider Business Amendment Act 
2017. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Mr. Premier. 
 

OPPOSITION BILLS 
 
The Speaker: There are none. 
 

PRIVATE MEMBERS’ BILLS 
 
The Speaker: There are none. 
 

NOTICES OF MOTIONS 
 
The Speaker: We would like to recognise the Hon-
ourable Member, Mr. Commissiong. 
 Mr. Commissiong, you have the floor. 
 

JOINT SELECT COMMITTEE 
TO INVESTIGATE, REPORT AND MAKE 

RECOMMENDATIONS ON THE IMPLEMENTATION 
OF A LIVING WAGE 

 

Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: Thank you, once again, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I have the distinct privilege to 
give notice that at the next day of meeting I propose to 
move the following Motion: 
 
The Speaker: Go ahead. 
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: WHEREAS it is acknowl-
edged that the increasing maldistribution of national 
income has facilitated the growth of income inequality 
and thus incipient poverty to levels not witnessed in 
over seven decades; 

AND WHEREAS, in addition, due to the near 
widespread utilisation of foreign sourced low cost la-
bour over the last quarter century, wages in real terms 
once inflation has been factored in; have declined for 
many of Bermuda’s workers; 

BE IT RESOLVED, pursuant to the Parliament 
Act 1957 part IV, that a Joint Select Committee be 
appointed to investigate, report on its subsequent find-
ings; and to make recommendations to the House of 
Assembly with respect to the implementation of a liv-
ing wage regime for Bermuda. 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker.  
 

The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member 
Commissiong. 
 

ORDERS OF THE DAY 
 
The Speaker: We are now at Orders of the Day 
where we will resume now with the consideration of 
the Speech which his Excellency the Governor was 
pleased to open this House session with last week. 
And I believe the Premier will now rise. 
 

MESSAGE TO HIS EXCELLENCY 
THE GOVERNOR 

 
Hon. E. David Burt: Thank you very much, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, may it please Your Excellency—
I am reading this. 
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: “May it please Your Excellency: 

“We the Members of the House of Assembly 
of Bermuda thank Your Excellency for the gracious 
speech with which Your Excellency was pleased to 
open the present session of Parliament.” 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Mr. Premier. 
 Would anyone like to speak to this matter? 
 I think at this time we will recognise the Lead-
er of the Opposition, the Honourable Gordon-Pamplin. 
Honourable Member, you have the floor. 
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Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 

The Speaker: The Replies are being distributed now. 

REPLY TO THE 2017 THRONE SPEECH 

Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 

Mr. Speaker, I would first like to extend my 
deepest appreciation to the electorate who in 2012 
provided the One Bermuda Alliance with the oppor-
tunity to serve them as government. While our term 
was fraught with challenges during the past four and a 
half years, exacerbated in part by the incompetence of 
the prior PLP administration which resulted in a 
mammoth financial hole from which the country had to 
climb, we did have many successes and launched 
initiatives that the new administration can build upon. 

The One Bermuda Alliance, now the Official 
Opposition, extends our congratulations to the Pro-
gressive Labour Party on their success at the polls 
during the recent election. 

We have committed to working along with the 
Government, and to afford them support for those 
programmes and policies that are deemed to be for 
the better good of the country, a courtesy that was 
exhibited infrequently while they were in opposition. 

I wish to extend my congratulations to the 
hard-working colleagues on both sides of the aisle 
who worked to gain the trust of their constituents and 
to win their seats. Equally, within the Westminster sys-
tem of governance, where there is a winner, there is 
also an aspiring candidate who fell short. Unsuccess-
ful candidates deserve appreciation for their efforts in 
engaging their constituents and advancing the demo-
cratic process in Bermuda. 

Mr. Speaker, our responsibility today is to re-
spond to the Throne Speech, delivered last Friday, 
which was short on real solutions and long on studies. 
Government has said their Throne Speech outlines a 
vision for the future, but a vision without a plausible 
plan is merely a dream. Governments must be doers, 
not dreamers. The tenor of the speech suggests that 
government has either purposely elected to disregard 
the country’s tenuous economic position or has cho-
sen to continually misrepresent the achievements of 
the former OBA Government. 

Rev. Jamaine Tucker, in delivering the open-
ing prayer, quoted Charles Spurgeon’s sentiment that 
“A lie can travel half way around the world while the 
truth is putting on its shoes.” 

In the opening statement the government 
boasted of their numeric advantage. With so many 
additional personnel, we trust that the backbench will 
be able to hold the administration to a level of ac-
countability that was deficient during the previous PLP 
administration. 

The deficiency was made manifest in the re-
lentless pursuit of power by the PLP Opposition which 
denigrated the entire political process to a level per-
haps unprecedented in Bermuda politics, resulting in 
their leader being subject to the criticism from his own 
membership that he operated with subterfuge and 
deceit. 

Mr. Speaker, it is unfortunate that the same 
approach is being perpetuated through the Throne 
Speech in an attempt to negate the positive things 
that were done for our community by the OBA admin-
istration, cynically claiming that the OBA believed in 
trickle down whereas the new administration will focus 
on a so-called “ripple effect.” The record will show that 
the OBA Government restored much-needed confi-
dence in Bermuda. Due to the unprecedented debt 
and looming deficits created by the former PLP Gov-
ernment, the OBA moved quickly to rein in govern-
ment spending and did so without the massive layoffs 
seen in other jurisdictions. The OBA also focused on 
getting foreign investment to stimulate job growth, re-
vitalise tourism, construction, and business opportuni-
ties as well as diversification across a range of sec-
tors. 

The reference to crumbs from the table may 
appeal to the PLP base, however the reality is that 
when the OBA assumed government, there were no 
crumbs, the cupboards were bare, the table and floor 
had been swept clean, and little, if any had been 
made available to the people for whom they now pro-
fess to have concern. Good governance and account-
ability were also in short supply, as dramatically high-
lighted by the Auditor General in her various reports 
on government operations and finances. 

Mr. Speaker, we saw the misinformation ma-
chine in full view when the stories grew like fish tales 
to cause the airport project to be depicted as some 
kind of sinister arrangement. 

We heard the challenge to the Desarrollos 
group and the untruth that they would take the beach 
away from St. Georgians. 

We saw it yet again when the OBA Govern-
ment was accused of pepper spraying seniors, when it 
is known constitutionally, that government neither 
gives direction nor orders policing policies. We saw 
the cowardice when the leader of the PLP encouraged 
through robo-calls and blast emails for protesters to 
attend Parliament, then some of the attendees pro-
ceeded to push seniors into the line of fire when the 
police department determined that law-breakers 
should be challenged. We therefore wholeheartedly 
support a committee to investigate the occurrences of 
that dark and unfortunate experience that will surely 
highlight— 

Hon. Michael J. Scott: Mr. Speaker. Mr. Speaker, I 
hesitate— 

The Speaker: Hold on, hold on one minute. 
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 Madam Opposition Leader, will you take your 
seat? 
 Honourable Member Scott, you have a point 
of order? 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
 
Hon. Michael J. Scott: Yes, if Mr. Speaker, you 
would recognise my point of order. 
 I am aware, as I know that the Leader of the 
Opposition is aware, that there have been reports in 
connection with this now “sacred” event of December 
the 2nd in the hearts of many people. And there has 
been no official report that is consistent with that 
egregious statement. And it is irresponsible to be con-
tained in an Opposition Reply. It has no place in an 
Opposition Reply if it cannot be sustained with evi-
dence, and I call on you, Mr. Speaker, to direct that 
Member to stop offending the basic standing order of 
this House of [imputing] motives and distributing in-
formation that is patently unsupported by evidence. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you for your comments, Mem-
ber. 
 As it is the written Throne Speech [Reply], I 
am going to let the Honourable Member continue with 
her written Throne Speech [Reply]. I am mindful of the 
concern that has been expressed and I would, if it was 
not a written speech, I might ask you to change your 
tone. But unfortunately—or fortunately, however you 
look at it––it is a written speech and it is going to be a 
long night. I am sure when the Members get on their 
feet they will have the opportunity to address their 
concerns. 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: And they will, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Point of order, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Deputy, yes? 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Mr. Speaker, [Stand-
ing Order] [19](11)(d) says “It shall be out of order to 
use offensive and insulting, . . . disrespectful lan-
guage.” And that is what the Leader of the Opposition 
is using.  

Yes, even though it is a written record on 
here, those remarks must be withdrawn in the Han-
sard because we are not supposed to be here using 
that type of language. We want to have a decent de-
corum in this House. That certainly does not promote 
it. It is working contrary to what this House should be 
operating under. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you for your view, Deputy. 

 As I said, on this one I am going to let it slide 
for the time being. If it continues to get worse, I will 
address it. But continue, Member. 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 We therefore wholeheartedly support a com-
mittee to investigate the occurrences of that dark and 
unfortunate experience that will surely highlight the 
substantive part played in the debacle by those now 
calling for an investigation. 

We noted the PLP’s call for civil disobedience 
as being appropriate action, yet threw their hands up 
in disbelief when the situation they created spun out of 
control and resulted in physical harm to both protest-
ers and the police. 

Mr. Speaker, we saw the vilifying of the Amer-
ica’s Cup, an event that rejuvenated our tourism in-
dustry and helped a significant number of our people 
and businesses to obtain work, not for the short dura-
tion of the event, but during more than two years pre-
ceding, and the time following the event. We heard 
gross misinformation being perpetuated on a daily 
basis. 

 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Point of order, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, when— 
 
The Speaker: Deputy? 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: —one gets up in this 
House and makes such accusations like this here, 
when she says that we heard gross misinformation. 
Then that information must be produced in this House. 
You cannot get up in this House . . . it is against the 
rules to make those accusations without producing the 
evidence. I would ask that those remarks be with-
drawn. 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: That is nonsense. 
 
The Speaker: Mr. Deputy, I have asked . . . I have 
indicated I am going to give some leniency only be-
cause of what it is and we will hold off for the moment, 
okay? 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 We endured the constant barrage of negativity 
in the formation of the Bermuda Tourism Authority and 
the Gaming Commission, and the successful imple-
mentation of both of these institutions were a testa-
ment to the fortitude and the resolve of the OBA Gov-
ernment. 

It is said that politics make strange bedfel-
lows. We will watch closely the developments of the 
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questionable New York trip that was planned by an 
unlikely quartet with— 

 
An Hon. Member: Point of order. 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: —would be gam-
ing operators— 
 
An Hon. Member: Point of order. 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: —to determine 
the purpose of their meeting at the Four Seasons— 
 
The Speaker: Member, Member , Gordon-Pamplin 
will you please take your seat? 
 Do you have a point of order? 
 No? 
 Continue on, Madam. 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I will repeat. It is said that poli-
tics make strange bedfellows. We will watch closely 
the developments of the questionable New York trip 
that was planned by an unlikely quartet— 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Point of order, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, one cannot get up in this 
House— 
 
The Speaker: Mr. Burgess, Mr. Burgess, I am going 
to ask you to wait until I recognise you first, Deputy. 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: I am sorry. I am very 
sorry, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Opposition Leader take your seat. 
 Deputy, you have the floor. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Yes, Mr. Speaker, one 
cannot get up in this House and make accusations 
such as that without, again, producing the evidence. 
You have got to— 
 
An Hon. Member: You are desperate. 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Nobody is desperate. 
It is desperation . . . this is a desperation Reply to the 
Throne Speech and I would ask that this be stricken 
from the Hansard, Mr. Speaker. We are going to be 
up all day if this type of language continues. 
 
The Speaker: I will let her read on. I have ruled for 
the time being, Deputy. Thank you. 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 

 Mr. Speaker, this information was already 
published in the newspaper.  
 We will watch closely the developments of the 
questionable New York trip that was planned by an 
unlikely quartet with would be gaming operators to 
determine the purpose of their meeting at the Four 
Seasons, and the benefit to Bermuda, if any. 

Mr. Speaker, the OBA inherited a government 
that was mired in debt, and through its fiscal policies, 
brought the country back from the brink of financial 
disaster, setting it on a glide path to a balanced budg-
et. Admittedly, keeping the country afloat was our 
preoccupation when, within very short order of our 
election, the Finance Minister had to borrow more 
money to meet the payroll. Notwithstanding the pauci-
ty of funds, the OBA administration had significant 
achievements: 

• advanced plans to develop a new homeless 
shelter at Bishop Spencer building; 

• provided property and a start-up cash grant to 
support the Emperial Group’s mission of ad-
dressing the anti-social behaviour of some of 
our disenfranchised youth; 

• provided CashBack for Communities, 
$650,000 from proceeds of crime given to 
dozens of community groups across the is-
land; 

• implemented Payroll tax relief for those earn-
ing $132,000 per year or less, representing 
about three quarters of the labour force; 

• maintained Financial Assistance at $53.5 mil-
lion, double the spend in 2008/09, showing 
concern for unemployed or underemployed; 

• enabled Reduction in Standard Health Premi-
um; 

• provided In-Home care for seniors as a 
Standard Health Benefit; 

• stationed ambulances in the East and the 
West end for quick emergency response; 

• worked with BELCO to reduce facilities 
charge for low energy users; 

• introduced Team Street Safe, a gang media-
tion programme providing support and direc-
tion for people involved in, or susceptible to 
gang life; 

• introduced GREAT Anti-gang initiative cours-
es; 

• supported the appointment of a Bermudian 
Commissioner of Education; 

• despite tight budget constraints, committed 
$3.2 million new money for school mainte-
nance; 

• engaged in community consultation on Vision 
and Strategic Plan for education; 

• enacted Public Access to Information legisla-
tion to encourage Good Governance; 

• cut MP’s pay by 10 per cent; 
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• encouraged the Endeavour programme—a 
legacy programme of the America’s Cup team 
Oracle, allowing every middle school child in 
Bermuda to participate in a combination of 
STEAM and sailing; 

• instituted a ministerial travel website to enable 
transparency; 

• updated the Human Rights Act to include 
sexual orientation and age; and 

• passed the Bribery Bill. 
In addition, there were other highlights, such  
as: 

• commissioned the Fiscal Responsibility Panel 
to oversee government finances; 

• implemented the Tourism Authority which has 
shown positive benefits in air and cruise arri-
vals, and encouraged sports tourism; 

• implemented the Tourism Incentives Act; 
• provided the environment to encourage hotel 

development at Morgan’s Point, the Loren, 
and the St. Regis ground breaking, creating 
jobs for Bermudians; 

• returned cruise ships to St. George’s and 
Hamilton; 

• passed Gaming legislation; 
• enabled a new airport to be built, providing 

employment, entrepreneurial opportunities 
and professional development for Bermudi-
ans. 
Mr. Speaker, the Bermuda Government con-

tinues to live on borrowed money. The electorate are 
not the only people to whom the government must 
answer. Bermuda’s creditors are expecting us to fol-
low through with plans established by OBA admin-
istration to balance the budget by 2019 and thereupon 
pay down the debt. The expectation of sustained fiscal 
prudence is critical to continuing recovery as the gov-
ernment cannot wish away the immediate economic, 
financial and international regulatory challenges that 
we face as a country. Any deviations from that plan, 
particularly, vague and poorly defined efforts to kick 
the can down the road will be met with scepticism and 
discomfort by credit markets. It is crucial to under-
stand that any further borrowing outside the road map 
already laid out will decrease our credibility in the 
credit markets, resulting in increased borrowing costs. 

The Fiscal Responsibility Panel which meets 
in October will be looking for evidence that the plan is 
to continue the roadmap set out by OBA administra-
tion. Their report will not be swayed by local politics. 

Mr. Speaker, we note the government’s im-
mediate plan to increase personnel in the transport 
division, and their implication that the OBA failed to 
staff that department. Again, the stark reality is that 
this was the legacy of the previous PLP administration 
and the limitations on finance. Implementing the new 
bus schedule is an integral part of the maintenance 
strategy, whereby effective deployment of the buses 

will enable some vehicles to return to the garage and 
be properly serviced. It is up to the government to en-
sure the schedule is activated. New buses have al-
ready been budgeted for, so to fulfil the commitment 
to bring new buses on line is not a new challenge. 

Mr. Speaker, despite the storms that the OBA 
Government withstood during its term in office, and 
the toughness of some policies that were required 
based on the reckless prior PLP administration’s fiscal 
indiscipline, Bermuda’s international reputation has 
been vigorously defended. 

The electorate has made it abundantly clear 
that some of our policies were disappointing to them, 
and we take full responsibility and apologise for those 
disappointments. We note the new administration has 
decided to approach governance differently, and has 
determined that people will be better served by con-
sultations and studies and rehashing of things that 
have already been completed. It is important, never-
theless, to recognise that courage to define and im-
plement policy must be a goal for effective govern-
ance. 

Mr. Speaker, the Labour Advisory Council 
sub-committee, initiated under the OBA administra-
tion, not only deliberated, but just prior to the election, 
reported on their recommendations on the steps nec-
essary to implement a living wage. 

A further sub-committee was tasked with ex-
amining unfair immigration practices, and these re-
ports are ready for dissemination which could alleviate 
the necessity to start again from square one. 

Mr. Speaker, the initiation of a Commission of 
Inquiry into questionable behaviour by some people 
closely linked to the PLP administration had its gene-
sis in multiple reports emanating from the Office of the 
Auditor General. Pursuit of any questionable activity 
arising there from, if left unresolved, would undermine 
our CFATF review, scheduled for next year, and im-
pose reputational risk for our jurisdiction. 

Subsequent to the election, the new admin-
istration has adopted a rather “Trump-like” approach 
to undo many of the actions initiated under the OBA 
Government. In respect of civil recoveries and some 
of the ensuing criminal investigations that have been 
initiated in rather high profile matters, we note the At-
torney General’s decision to delist at least one of 
these cases. Failing to recover money that legitimately 
belongs to the people of Bermuda is a dangerous 
precedent, and to fail to hold to account those who 
have perpetrated such injustice on our people is not 
just unfortunate, it sets a dangerous precedent and 
can be interpreted as tacit approval. This hardly puts 
Bermudians first. 

 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Point of order, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 Point of order. 
 
The Speaker: Have a seat, Member. 
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 Deputy, you have a point of order? 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
 
Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr.: Yes. When the Mem-
ber says “to hold to account those who have perpe-
trated such injustice”—that is an indictment. That lan-
guage needs to be removed from this Statement. That 
is a very serious indictment. You do not have the evi-
dence—page 6, the last paragraph—if you do not 
have the evidence then you must withdraw. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you for your point of order, Dep-
uty. 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: It is the Auditor 
General’s Report, Mr. Speaker. 

 
Policing, Criminal behaviour, Gang Violence 

and Traffic 
 

Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Mr. Speaker, as 
the OBA Government, we committed to work on solu-
tions to help eradicate the scourge of gang violence. 
Notwithstanding the constant barrage of criticism from 
the PLP, we are still committed to continuing to do our 
part to help eradicate this anti-social behaviour, as 
this problem falls beyond the scope of Party politics. 

The commitment to provide a Gang Violence 
Coordinator has already been undertaken; an individ-
ual was identified, and was ready to commence his 
duties. But in accordance with its Trump-like tenden-
cies, we would not be surprised if the government 
changes direction or chooses another individual to 
perform this function. Whatever the decision, it is im-
perative that the individual be engaged forthwith in 
order to have effective direction in this vexatious mat-
ter. 

In the last House session, decriminalisation of 
cannabis for amounts under seven grams, received a 
fulsome debate on a piece of very poorly drafted legis-
lation which required several iterations to make it ac-
ceptable. We trust that the new proposed bill better 
reflects good legislative drafting. 

Mr. Speaker, the government has committed 
to creating a Police Authority, comprising Government 
House, government, police and laymen working to-
gether to help establish policing priorities. We will wait 
to see how this will evolve and trust it will not lead to 
covert political interference in the Police Service doing 
their job. This initiative by the PLP Government to es-
tablish such an Authority confirms the reality that cur-
rently, government does not interfere with policing 
strategy, thus the misinformation given to the public 
implicating the OBA Government in the December 2, 
2016 incident, needs to be corrected. It is very con-
cerning that the operational independence of the po-
lice may be challenged by the new approach and this 
is a proposed policy that requires careful thought and 

further consideration. The Bermuda Constitution clear-
ly gives the Governor the sole responsibility for inter-
nal security, so for such an authority to have any ex-
ecutive power needs careful consideration. 

Roadside sobriety testing to combat the 
scourge of drink driving has been well advanced and 
we support its implementation. 

Mr. Speaker, we also note the promise of of-
fering loan guarantees to clubs to allow enhancing of 
their infrastructure, but we acknowledge that such 
loans would require repayment. The government has 
justified this action by indicating that prior govern-
ments provided diverse guarantees for at-risk banks 
(we believe there was only one bank) and for hotel 
construction. The guarantees undertaken did not have 
a charge against the consolidated fund, and in the 
case of hotel construction, providing those guarantees 
assisted in the creation of jobs. 

The OBA policy of giving cash back to com-
munities that is derived from proceeds of crime, which 
has benefitted many organisations, would have a far 
less burdensome impact on clubs, and we believe is 
worthy of continuance. 

Mr. Speaker, the government has promised to 
eliminate conscription. The OBA administration ended 
the annual conscription process, and the Royal Ber-
muda Regiment was successful in attaining a fully 
voluntary intake for the 2017 recruit camp for the first 
time in its history. We believed it be prudent to main-
tain a conscription option in the event of national 
emergencies should the numbers fall short, in order to 
truly enable safety and security of our people should 
the need arise. 

Finance 
 

Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: We are fully sup-
portive of the introduction of regulations for debt col-
lection agencies and their aggressive practices. 

Former Finance Minister Bob Richards has 
spoken several times concerning the unhelpful prac-
tices of some financial institutions in not assisting 
consumers when they are in need, and their attitudes 
of working against access for people to be able to fi-
nance their legitimate aspirations. We look forward to 
hearing the proposals that the government may be 
considering. 

Mr. Speaker, the new government has prom-
ised to release the Caribbean Region Technical Assis-
tance Centre tax report for public scrutiny. Contrary to 
insinuations by this government, there is nothing sinis-
ter in the report and it is pleasing to note that all the 
recommendations included therein, with the exception 
of V.A.T., have already been implemented. 

The government says it will increase outreach 
around the globe by staffing the now defunct Wash-
ington, DC office and increasing engagement with the 
European Union in Brussels to ensure that Bermuda’s 
interests are represented as the UK leaves the EU. 
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Mr. Speaker, it is the Opposition’s contention 
that there is little to be gained by the expense of staff-
ing a DC office. We believe it more appropriate to re-
tain an experienced DC lobbying firm and continuous 
outreach by senior government officials speaking di-
rectly to appropriate congressional people on Capitol 
Hill. Close coordination with ABIR is critical in this in-
stance. 

We would much prefer to see that energy and 
resources invested in immediate concern and action 
of going to Brussels, Paris and London to keep Ber-
muda off the black list that threatens our very exist-
ence. The PLP Government has failed to consider this 
urgency and thus far, has demonstrated a dangerous-
ly lackadaisical approach to addressing it. 

Mr. Speaker, the government referred to the 
2012 Code in respect of Project Management and 
Procurement that was left by the former PLP admin-
istration. It was determined that the procurement pro-
cess required a stand-alone Act to address some le-
gal issues inherent in that 2012 code. 

All contracts over $50,000 (changed recently 
to $100,000), after recommendation by the OPMP, 
were required to be approved by the OBA Cabinet, 
and during this oversight process, it was a prerequi-
site for obtaining approval that the successful compa-
ny had demonstrated a commitment to hiring Bermu-
dian employees. 

The OBA looks forward to examining the new 
code to ensure that the legal concerns have been al-
leviated. 

 
Health Care 

 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: It was important 
for affordability and sustainability of our Health Care 
system to ensure that the Health Council implemented 
effective oversight. We harmonised the cost of Future 
Care premiums, and achieved a reduction in the 
Standard Premium Rate for the first time in nearly thir-
ty years. This was achieved by careful consideration 
of high-priced technology importation and limits on 
reimbursement of certain diagnostic charges. We im-
plemented the STEP programme to encourage exer-
cise and the ensuing benefit that contributes to well-
ness, and embarked on an aggressive healthy eating 
advertising promotion. 

We supported the opening of the privately-
funded Radiation Treatment Centre at the Cancer and 
Health facility and support the government’s promise 
to legislate coverage for these services for clients on 
HIP and FutureCare. 

Mr. Speaker, we do note, however, the prom-
ise of a review of health care with the intended pur-
pose of extracting savings throughout the entire sys-
tem. We doubt that this can be achieved unless there 
is critical oversight coupled with legislated restrictions 
on self-interested behaviour, in keeping with interna-
tional standards. The Health Council membership, 

initiated by the PLP under their previous administra-
tion and deemed worthy of continuance by the OBA 
Government, is in the process of being reconstituted. 
We heard a call from some medical doctors that the 
Council should be overseen only by members of the 
profession, and suggest that any new appointments 
carefully consider the interests of the allied profes-
sions. 

Further, we support the advancement and 
employment of Bermudians in the healthcare system 
to ensure that Bermudians, who are qualified for posi-
tions in healthcare, such as physicians, nurses, phar-
macists, et cetera, are given every opportunity to be 
successfully employed. We must ensure that we con-
tinue with the registration of internationally qualified 
medical providers to provide care on island for our 
residents at the highest level of care possible for the 
best outcomes possible and to maintain care at home 
wherever possible. 

The OBA Government also advocated for in-
centives for local construction companies and devel-
opers to build senior care facilities and to renovate 
existing ones. There is little mention of our seniors’ 
population in the Throne Speech, but we in the OBA 
will not permit our treasured assets to be a neglected 
and forgotten segment of our population. 

The OBA Government began implementation 
of new protections through work on changes to the 
Senior Abuse Register, nursing home regulations and 
formation of an office akin to a Public Guardian. We 
enabled Personal Home Care as part of standard 
benefit, thereby helping elderly and home bound pa-
tients to receive care in familiar and comfortable sur-
roundings, and to save money. We also implemented 
a 5 per cent pension increase in 2016. 

 
Immigration and Labour 

 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Mr. Speaker, ac-
cording to the Throne Speech, the government, work-
ing in tandem with the Department of Immigration, the 
Department of Workforce Development and stake-
holders, will conduct industry-wide skills and needs 
assessment to identify areas where unemployed or 
underemployed Bermudians can be trained to fill or be 
promoted into jobs currently held by non-Bermudians. 
Much of this work has already been completed by the 
National Training Board through its work on the Na-
tional Training Plan, which was developed under the 
OBA administration. The second, more substantive 
implementation plan was ready for dissemination, but 
for one small tweak which we trust will be completed 
and utilised for quick implementation. 

 
Occupational Pension 

 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: We note the pro-
posed update to pension legislation to require equal 
treatment for Bermudian and expatriate workers, while 
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also updating labour legislation to ensure that labour 
disputes are handled more effectively and labour 
rights are protected. 

We support levelling the playing field for em-
ployment, and while it was initially thought that the 
one-sided pension application, which had been in ef-
fect for many years before the OBA administration, 
may create a disincentive to employers, we recognise 
that it is important to ensure equitable treatment for 
our Bermudian workforce. 

 
Passports 

 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: The printing of 
passports for Bermuda residents has been assumed 
by Her Majesty’s Passport Office (HMPO), a decision 
taken by the Foreign and Commonwealth Office for all 
overseas territories. The application and renewal pro-
cess has become expensive, time consuming and 
frustrating, and has resulted in difficulty for our people 
to gain uninhibited access to the United States when 
entering from destinations outside of Bermuda. We 
would encourage the government to continue to work 
on achieving a realistic and appropriate solution to 
address this challenge. 

 
Immigration Reform 

 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: The PLP Gov-
ernment has committed to a consultative process for 
immigration reform and the establishment of a bi-
partisan committee to overhaul the 1956 Act, as 
amended. For over a year, there has been a similar 
committee that has worked to fulfil the terms of en-
gagement established between the Immigration Re-
form Action Group and the OBA Government. 

Part of their work relating to adoption of chil-
dren has been completed and committed to legisla-
tion, while the matter concerning mixed status families 
has advanced with significant public consultation and 
gathering of statistical data to conclude a position. 

We trust that the government will allow this 
work to continue and to show sensitivity for children, 
families and persons with evidence of substantial 
connections to Bermuda. 

 
Education 

 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Mr. Speaker, the 
OBA strategic plan created a vision for education, de-
veloped by Bermudians, for Bermudians. It is based 
upon the core values of transparency, inclusion, en-
gagement, and is community-driven. Accordingly, we 
are delighted that the PLP Government will continue 
the work initiated by the OBA Government, in regards 
to the new strategic planning exercise to transform the 
quality of education. 

The OBA believes that it is right for the Gov-
ernment to continue to work with Bermuda College to 

support the trades and STEAM programmes which 
are internationally recognised. We also share the 
Government’s view that programmes of this nature 
should also be introduced in all of the primary schools, 
as they are already in the middle schools and senior 
secondary schools. 

While not surprising, it is disappointing that 
the government did not acknowledge that the process 
had already commenced for the implementation of Wi-
Fi services to our schools. 

Both of our senior secondary schools have 
Wi-Fi services, and fully functioning IT infrastructure. 
One middle school is fully equipped, and another mid-
dle school has been adopted by one of our larger tel-
ecommunications companies who has agreed to pro-
vide Wi-Fi at that campus, free of charge. 

Further, it should be noted the OBA Govern-
ment had entered into an agreement with a new wire-
less internet company to provide Wi-Fi services to all 
of our schools. As a part of the remuneration package 
they would receive the rental of an arm on one of 
government’s communications towers, and the 
placement of their antennae on the top of our school 
buildings. 

Mr. Speaker, the repairs and renovations that 
are sorely needed in our schools were identified in the 
SCORE report that was commissioned by the OBA 
administration. The state of disrepair was the result of 
years of rampant neglect predating the OBA admin-
istration. The funding has now been budgeted, and we 
are pleased that the new administration will support 
addressing their neglect of our children and the crum-
bling infrastructure that they left. 

The most radical change proposed by the 
PLP administration is the phasing out of the middle 
schools, which we have heard from them for the past 
nearly ten years. No education discussion should be 
had without ensuring that both teachers and principals 
are equipped with the tools to allow the best outcomes 
for our students. 

We will await government’s plan to ensure 
that our students have a seamless transition from 
Primary Schools to Secondary Schools to minimise 
further challenges for our students, both developmen-
tally and academically. We suggest that the PLP con-
sider developing and implementing a comprehensive 
transition process at Preschool through Primary 1, 
Primary 6 through Middle 1, and Middle 3 through 
Senior 1 to align with instruction to ensure student 
success, and that such transition process be evi-
denced by the report which shows whether our stu-
dents have been negatively impacted by the system, 
or whether there could have been better teaching en-
gagement to ensure their success. 

 
Business Development 

 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Mr. Speaker, the 
government has pledged to establish an Economic 
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Diversification Unit to include a small number of per-
sons with a proven history of developing economies. 
While this programme is currently being undertaken 
by the Bermuda Business Development Agency, the 
Throne Speech is silent on whether this is govern-
ment’s manifestation of their controversial platform 
pledge to use government Pension Funds as seed 
money for start-up businesses. One ominous sign on 
this front is the recent peremptory replacement of the 
Chair of the Public Funds Investment Committee, the 
committee responsible for public pensions. We trust 
that the government will make known its intentions in 
this respect. 

The pledge to transform the ACBDA (which 
was specifically formed for a particular major project) 
to the Bermuda Event Authority begs the question as 
to how this will work with services being provided by 
the Bermuda Tourism Authority. 

The Incorporated Segregated Accounts 
(iSAC) legislation which exists in the Cayman Islands 
& Barbados, is a further development of the SAC leg-
islation which was enacted in November of 2000. The 
further development was already under discussion 
with the BDA and industry sectors, and its implemen-
tation will have our full support. 

The Tourism Investment Act was tabled for 
discussion in the last Parliament and should be easily 
translated to legislation and implemented. We support 
the continuation of these initiatives. 

Government is reviewing energy proposals 
with a view to ensuring that Bermuda can realise the 
goal of reducing the cost of energy and the cost of 
living. 

We are pleased to report the progress of the 
OBA Government on this initiative: 

• Bids received, reviewed and a preferred ven-
dor selected on a 6 Mega Watt Utility Scale 
PV facility at the Finger. It will provide up to 
6 per cent of Bermuda’s peak demand. The 
very attractive cost per KWH of the bid, is sig-
nificantly below the current cost of BELCO 
generation, and will help to reduce the overall 
cost of electricity to rate payers. 

• A Fuels Policy Paper was completed and ap-
proved by the last OBA Cabinet to facilitate 
the introduction and proper regulation of exist-
ing and new fuels, such as LNG. This will pro-
vide an opportunity to reduce the cost of en-
ergy through more effective regulation and 
oversight. 
The progress made by the OBA Government 

in this regard would put the country in good position to 
maximise savings by reducing energy costs and, with 
the advantage of having a head start, the process can 
be implemented in the shorter term. 

Mr. Speaker, a most interesting observation in 
the Throne Speech speaks to International events in 
Bermuda. Had the PLP Opposition not adopted such 
a churlish approach to the America’s Cup, or had they 

taken the time to discuss with their members who 
chose to take full advantage, they would know that 
unlike any event that they ever hosted in their 14 
years, that event: 

• created more than 500 Bermudian jobs across 
a range of sectors; 

• created business opportunities for more than 
80 small and large construction firms and 
subcontractors in setting up team bases and 
related projects; 

• created additional income for hotels, restau-
rants, hospitality-related services, taxis, fer-
ries, minibuses, wholesale, retail, marine ser-
vices, shipping and forwarding, telecommuni-
cations, service providers, and real estate, to 
name but a few sectors positively impacted by 
AC35; 

• accelerated the construction of Cross Island 
and the renovation of many historic Dockyard 
buildings as a platform for future events; 

• created hundreds of rentals of apartments and 
houses, primarily in the west end; 

• through work with the BEDC helped launch a 
number of small businesses; 

• dramatically increased visitor numbers and 
spending; 

• brought more than 90 superyachts to Bermu-
da—many for the first time; 

• exposed more than 1,500 of our school chil-
dren to the Endeavour programme and 
STEAM education; 

• spread the economic impact over 3 years, as 
opposed to normal brief event; 

• provided Bermuda with incredible experience 
and credibility to attract and host other inter-
national events (as an example, the World 
Triathlon Series WTS); 

• created the catalyst for hospitality infrastruc-
ture development; 

• received extraordinary live TV exposure that 
we could never afford to pay for; 

• provided a legacy that every Bermudian can 
be proud of—Bermuda was celebrated on the 
world stage; 

• enabled flawless execution by the ACBDA, 
Bermuda organisations, security services, 
government departments and many volun-
teers all working as a team, which can form 
the basis to bid for other international events. 

 
Miscellaneous legislation 

 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Mr. Speaker, the 
OBA produced Vacation Rentals Legislation which is 
ready for debate and we obviously support its pas-
sage. 

Cyber Security Committee deliberations start-
ed over two years ago to address government’s cyber 
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preparedness and institute the National Institute of 
Standards and Technology framework. 

Consultation and meetings already com-
menced with private sector to review critical national 
infrastructure cyber preparedness (such as KEMH, 
BELCO, telecoms, et cetera) and a Cybersecurity ini-
tiative with private sector now headed by a Subcom-
mittee of ECAB working under the former Ministry of 
Economic Development Department of ICT. 

NIST Cybersecurity Framework Workshop 
previously arranged by OBA for September 20th with a 
visiting NIST cybersecurity manager presenting, plus 
panel discussions with private sector. 
 Missing from the legislative proposals in the 
Throne Speech are important matters relating to: 

• the bi-partisan committee which discussed 
and produced the report of the Boundaries 
Commission; 

• Absentee Balloting which was well advanced 
by the OBA administration in conjunction with 
the Parliamentary Registrar is ready for im-
plementation; 

• the drafting and enactment of Super-yacht 
legislation to facilitate future growth in this ar-
ea; 

• enacting Personal Information Protection Act, 
and facilitating the support system needed for 
it; and 

• Broadcasting Reform—part of the second 
phase of telecommunications reform—to fa-
cilitate the production of more local content 
and address discrepancies between over the 
air broadcast and cable regulations. 

 
Summary 

 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Mr. Speaker, this 
Throne Speech proposes many initiatives that were 
well underway. In our view, a ground zero approach to 
implementation is costly and time wasting. Many of 
the committees that have been proposed to examine 
topics can utilise the work already done to move to the 
implementation stage. 

We have expressed concerns with proposed 
legislation with which we have reservations, and have 
committed our full support for those that we deem to 
be appropriate and which enhance the good of our 
people, business partners and investors. 

We wish this Parliament success with its de-
liberations, because Parliament’s success is Bermu-
da’s success. We are committed to a collaborative 
approach, and trust that the pettiness of politics takes 
a back seat to cooperative and constructive debate. 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
[Desk thumping] 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 

The Speaker: All right. Sit . . . you, you, you, you, sit. 
 Thank you. 
 
[Desk thumping] 
 
The Speaker: I will stand to my feet for one moment 
and I am going to take liberty at this time. I am going 
to compliment the last speaker on the tone in which 
her speech ended. But I am going to take address to 
the way it began. 
 In the last House there were a lot of occasions 
where there were innuendos and accusations that 
went back and forth in these Chambers without any 
factual base. We are not going to have that in this 
House. Let me say it clearly here today—it will not be 
tolerated. I allowed it today because it was in a written 
speech but from here forward it will not be tolerated. 
Understood clearly from both sides of the House . . . I 
am asking you to understand it; I will not accept it. 
 Now, we are going to continue on with today’s 
matters. 
 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
 

HOUSE VISITOR 
 

The Speaker: But before [doing] so, let me 
acknowledge the presence of the President of the 
Senate. I apologise for not doing it sooner.  
 

DEBATE ON THE 2017 THRONE 
SPEECH AND REPLY 

 
The Speaker: As we proceed now the first speaker 
gets an hour to speak and all Members after that will 
have half an hour to speak up until seven hours, and 
then we go to 20 minutes for each speaker after that. 
So whoever is leading off . . . and I saw the Minister 
Brown, Minister Brown I am assuming you are going 
to lead off. You have an hour to speak. 
 You have the floor. 
 
Hon. Walton Brown: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. That is 
very generous of you. 
 Mr. Speaker, let me first of all commend the 
Honourable Premier David Burt for the Throne 
Speech which was presented last week. It was a clear 
vision of what we want to accomplish for this country 
to benefit the people. It was robust in its identification 
of priorities and we set in that Throne Speech a clear 
path forward for what we wish to accomplish, along 
with the timeframe. 
 I think the public are generally pleased with 
that Throne Speech and what I intend to do today, Mr. 
Speaker, is address a few of the matters that relate to 
my particular Ministry. 
 I think I would like to begin, Mr. Speaker, with 
what I found to be perhaps the most telling comment 
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in the Honourable Opposition Leader’s Reply. And I 
believe this will help set the context for what we intend 
to do on this side as the Government. 
 I refer to page 6, Mr. Speaker, the second 
paragraph, in which the Honourable Opposition Lead-
er speaks to a level of disappointment on the part of 
the electorate, explaining why the election result on 
July 18th was as it was. The Honourable Opposition 
Leader also went on to say that “the people have de-
termined that they will be better served by having 
consultations and studies and a rehashing of things 
that have already been completed.” The final com-
ment in this paragraph, Mr. Speaker, is where the 
Honourable Opposition Leader speaks to the need for 
“courage to define and implement policy” for the public 
good. 
 Mr. Speaker, the entirety of that paragraph 
exemplifies the attitude that the OBA Government had 
during their term of office. They did not have time for 
consultation, they wanted to identify courage in the 
delivery of policy decisions, but without consultation. 
And that led to a series of upheavals, which led to a 
crisis of confidence. That crisis of confidence pro-
duced the result on July 18th. 

But I am not going to dwell on the Reply to the 
Throne Speech, Mr. Speaker. I am going to focus on 
what we intend to do and what we will do as Govern-
ment. And I will only tangentially comment on some of 
the remarks made by the Honourable Opposition 
Leader. 

Let me first speak to the issue of immigration, 
which falls under my remit, Mr. Speaker. Immigration, 
as we all know, has been fraught with controversy, 
division, it has a long and uncomfortable history of 
politically inspired, racially motivated, class-biased 
legislation. The former Government, without consult-
ing the public, tabled perhaps the most incendiary 
piece of legislation this country has seen in a very 
long time. It led to an unprecedented level of civil dis-
obedience. It led to the unprecedented shut-down . . . 
the shutting down of this Parliament by the people. It 
was an act of civil disobedience. 

And for those who question the merits of civil 
disobedience, let me say here today that civil disobe-
dience is an inherent part of a strong democracy. It is 
concomitant with a strong democracy. And when the 
laws do not reflect the interests of the people, the 
people have a right to protest, they have a right to rise 
up and to address it. It is democracy in action. Let us 
not get confused, Mr. Speaker, this institution which 
serves at the pleasure of people 3,450 miles away is 
not the embodiment of democracy. The embodiment 
of democracy is over there, and over there, with the 
people, and we forget that at our peril. The OBA Gov-
ernment forgot that and it was a perilous time for 
them. 

So what are we doing with immigration? We 
were able to get the Government—the OBA Govern-
ment—to push back on that disastrous, ill-conceived 

piece of legislation and we set about having a Work-
ing Group, which I was a member of, to bring about a 
level of reform. But it was not comprehensive reform. 
It was a stop-gap measure to achieve a short-term 
objective, to prevent a Bill from being passed. And so 
the Working Group chaired by Mr. William Madeiros 
has done remarkable work over the past year and a 
half. But its work was focused on three aspects: the 
issue of adoption—sorry, four—the issue of adoption, 
the question of mixed status families, the rights and 
privileges which should be extended to PRCs, and the 
rights and privileges which should be extended to a 
possible discretionary grant of Bermuda status. That 
is the totality of the mission of the Working Group. 

As Minister, I have directed that Working 
Group to continue to focus on those matters, but with 
a view toward identifying the principles by which policy 
can be amended and legislation can be amended. 
That is not the totality of the Bermuda Immigration and 
Protection Act 1956. So no one needs to be con-
cerned that the work of the Working Group is going to 
be pushed aside. They have a mandate. They have 
until October 31st to come up with the principles by 
which those matters will be considered. And I am 
looking forward to their report and we will incorporate 
that into a further tranche of consultation, deliberation 
and policy development. 

But the Immigration Act, Mr. Speaker, as you 
will know, is well over 100 pages. It encompasses far 
more than PRCs, Bermuda status, and mixed status 
families. And so this Government will engage in a truly 
comprehensive approach to immigration reform by 
looking at the multitude of other issues that fall under 
the Immigration and Protection Act. We will do that, as 
we promised in our election campaign and as we 
identified in the Throne Speech, we will do so by hav-
ing a bi-partisan committee. I will be inviting the Op-
position to participate in a truly collaborative manner 
to achieve the reform that we need.  

We need an entirely new Immigration Act . . . 
[the current Act] is 1956. It has been amended to 
achieve limited sets of objectives, but in doing those 
amendments it has created an entirely complex, inter-
twined piece of law, which only a . . . and no disre-
spect to people in this particular profession, but it only 
enriches lawyers who are trying to find ways to find 
nuance and an approach to achieve things that were 
not intended by the law. We already saw where one 
particular development arose that was completely un-
intended by law. This House refused to adjust it. But 
we will make the adjustment, Mr. Speaker. We will 
consult. 

The Opposition can dismiss the merits of con-
sultation, but the more you consult, the greater the 
likelihood of buy-in, the greater the likelihood that you 
will have a harmonious approach toward improving 
legislation in this arena. Being strong and being tough 
by being petulant and refusing to listen only gets you 
in trouble with the people. We are here because of 
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people so we will work with the people. And who are 
the people, Mr. Speaker? The people come in all 
shapes and sizes, so they are the individuals who rep-
resent particular constituencies, but they are also the 
business community, the cultural community. We will 
work to address a multiple of issues. 

Our approach is that Bermudians should 
come first in their country, but we also want to at the 
same time (and there is no inconsistency) . . . at the 
same time we want to ensure there is a robust envi-
ronment for business growth, a robust environment for 
investment. But what is the point of creating a robust 
environment for business growth and investment if the 
very people who we are meant to serve are marginal-
ised? The people felt marginalised under the OBA, 
Mr. Speaker. They were not disappointed, they were 
outraged. And to not accept that is not to accept the 
raison d’être for this Government, July 18th. 

As we complete and proceed with our process 
toward immigration reform, Mr. Speaker, there are 
many other areas that need to be addressed. Work 
permit policy, for example. That does not fall under 
the remit of the Working Group. It is a completely 
separate issue. The current work permit policy created 
in 2015 was the creation of three individuals from the 
private sector. There was no consultation with the 
public. There was no consultation even with the tech-
nical people in the Department of Immigration. So 
what was the rationale? What was the thinking behind 
the formulation of that policy? To put business first 
and business only in a prominent position at the ex-
pense of the people, the very people who we are 
meant to serve. And therefore, Mr. Speaker, we saw 
an increased marginalisation of entertainers.  

Under the previous PLP Government we had 
a policy in place that ensured that Bermudian enter-
tainers had a fair shot at getting work, a fair shot. The 
2015 policy of the OBA pushed that aside, marginal-
ised the entertainers, so much so that they began to 
lobby, tried to influence the Government. But the 
Government never consulted them. In my first two 
weeks in office, Mr. Speaker, I met with the Entertain-
ers’ Union with a view toward identifying an appropri-
ate response to what many of us see as a highly in-
appropriate work permit policy with respect to enter-
tainers. 

So when we talk about comprehensive immi-
gration reform it includes work permit policy. We know 
that there is a level of concern expressed by some 
with regard to the requirement that employers must 
now submit police certificates when they make a work 
permit application. I saw some very harsh, reactive e-
mails from people who were complaining about that. 

Here is my response, Mr. Speaker. The 2015 
work permit policy required that all employers must 
verify that the work permit [applicant] (the person who 
they want to give a work permit to) did not have a 
criminal conviction. That is a requirement. What is the 
only way of verifying that this person does not have a 

criminal conviction? Well, sorry . . . I thought I was 
giving a lecture at Bermuda College . . . I do not ex-
pect anyone to answer. The point is that the only way 
you can do it is by having a police certificate. Even 
more so, Mr. Speaker, when the work permit applica-
tion was submitted, the applicant had to tick a box to 
say they are in possession of that police certificate.  

But the policy in 2015 said, we will trust that 
the employer has it and there is no need to submit. All 
we did . . . all I directed my technical people to do was 
to now request that the [certificates] which are already 
in possession of the employer be submitted to the 
Department of Immigration so that the Government 
can verify that people do not have criminal records, 
not the employer. We have responsibility . . . or Minis-
ter Caines does, for security matters, and we have to 
honour that and respect that. 

Most employers have no issue complying be-
cause they have all submitted, they have all . . . they 
are all in possession of those certificates. The ones 
who are, shall we say, operating in the gray area, they 
would have concerns because some of them probably 
were not collecting police certificates. So now that is a 
requirement. And it is designed to enhance security 
and it is something that was easily implementable be-
cause people are already required to possess those 
certificates. 

One of the other issues, Mr. Speaker, which 
needs to be properly and adequately addressed in 
terms of work permit applications, is the whole ques-
tion of the statements of employment. Just this morn-
ing I reviewed an application for a caregiver. So the 
prospective employer wants to hire someone to take 
care of the elderly, having a particular skill set—
administering drugs and so on and so forth. It is not 
an unskilled position, not by any stretch of the imagi-
nation. But this would-be employer had a contract of-
fering to pay someone from an impoverished country 
$11 an hour. An outrage, an absolute outrage! And in 
the past those applications had been processed. They 
will no longer be processed, Mr. Speaker, because 
first of all, you are getting highly exploitable labour at 
a rate that is just indefensible, firstly. Secondly, it 
makes it much more difficult for anyone to even con-
template hiring a local. Because if you can get some-
one from a poor country who is desperate to earn 
hard currency to send back $50 or $100 a month back 
home, you are never going to hire a local.  

So when you protect those categories of em-
ployees you are also protecting Bermudian employ-
ees. But you are also ensuring that there is a mini-
mum standard that we will accept for how we treat 
people in this country. 

Now, some will see this as an impediment to 
business growth and so on. But not so. The good em-
ployers—who value their relationship in Bermuda—
the good employers want to see prosperity for Bermu-
da and they value Bermudian employees. So just last 
week, Mr. Speaker, I met with a leader in the interna-



66 15 September 2017 Official Hansard Report 
 

 Bermuda House of Assembly 

tional business sector and looked at his corporate 
structure—a very high percentage of Bermudians. But 
what was most interesting was that he had a training 
programme for young Bermudians who had minimum 
experience in the area to get properly qualified. So I 
said to him, So you are able to take people who have 
no experience in reinsurance, train them, and give 
them opportunities? He said, Of course, we do it all 
the time. And that stands in sharp contrast to some of 
the comments that I have heard from other people in 
that same sector who say there are no longer any en-
try-level positions in the reinsurance world. So what is 
it?  

We want to see fair treatment for everyone. 
And anyone who does not believe that we need to 
have a fair, responsible, and responsive work permit 
policy does not believe that we need to treat people 
right. But this Government will treat people right, Mr. 
Speaker. 

Mr. Speaker, I would like to move on to the 
area of labour, which falls under my remit. We know 
there is a need for a collapsing of some labour legisla-
tion because there are far too many pieces of labour 
law, some of which are contradictory, that we need to 
bring into one document. But this is not purely an ad-
ministrative exercise. We do not change laws just be-
cause it is easier to utilise. We want to change laws 
because it makes for better governance. But we have 
laws now that need to be enhanced to give greater 
protection to workers and ensure that workers are 
treated fairly. And you may hear an emphasis on 
workers because in a non-unionised environment 
workers have a one-on-one relationship with employ-
ers; they are in an inherently weakened position. 

If you know any . . . well, Mr. Speaker, you 
would know a lot. But those who understand the histo-
ry will know that the progress in this country for work-
ers has come with the trade union movement, unmis-
takeably. You do not need to go back far. Look at the 
formation of the Bermuda Workers’ Association under 
Dr. E. F. Gordon, who has a daughter who sits as the 
Opposition Leader. And so the House knows well the 
contribution of Dr. Gordon, who, through his inspiring 
leadership, helped to create the first trade union legis-
lation in 1947 and led to the template for all kinds of 
reform to come later.  

The seminal Employment Act 2000, passed 
under the PLP Government, provided for a base of 
rights and privileges for workers, but we need to do 
more. We need to do more because when you have 
hard economic times, the employers know workers 
are weak; the employers know they can do things that 
weaken the ability of workers to make progress. 

I have on my desk, Mr. Speaker, as we speak 
no less than 10 matters that need to be adjudicated by 
a tribunal or an arbitration panel. I am hoping that we 
can find a way to get beyond that, but there seems to 
be a litany of cases that come up because of an ina-
bility of workers, management, to figure out what the 

challenges are and come to a solution. But we have a 
process for resolution. Unfortunately, it is just pro-
longed. Some of these cases go back more than five 
years. That is unacceptable. So we need to address 
that. 

While we do so, Mr. Speaker, we also need to 
address some of the labour practices that are simply 
unacceptable. I had a meeting in the last two or three 
weeks with the members who represent employers. 
And employers are telling me, Mr. Speaker, that they 
have identified a whole series of labour practices 
which need to be addressed. I challenged them to 
take the initiative. Rather than wait for Government to 
do everything, why don’t you take the initiative to ad-
dress some of these challenges? 

I will give you two examples. One, the issue of 
creating a set of requirements that you know no Ber-
mudian is going to meet in order to bring in certain 
people—that is one. Second, that is pervasive and 
needs to be addressed, is the issue of gratuities in 
hospitality—not, I might add, in a unionised environ-
ment, because in a unionised environment, Mr. 
Speaker, all the gratuities go to the workers. In a non-
unionised environment, it is very spotty and we have 
many examples where employers take substantial 
portions of the gratuities for themselves. But the defi-
nition of a gratuity is very simple is it not, Mr. Speak-
er? You show gratitude to those who served you. You 
do not show gratitude to the people who own the 
business; it is the person who serves you.  

I can tell you many stories, Mr. Speaker, of 
people who work in hospitality—in restaurants and 
other places—who . . . the restaurant could be busy 
all week and their pay is the same as it was when the 
restaurant was slow. So the gratuities are not being 
paid. 

But not all employers do that. There are some 
employers who give virtually all of the gratuities to the 
people who are working on the floor. A small percent-
age might go for . . . 5 per cent might go for some 
administrative matters. But that is the standard that 
we need to have in place. We need to bring back dig-
nity in the workplace. We need to bring back dignity of 
work in all areas. We should not be making these dis-
tinctions between what is called unskilled work and 
highly skilled work. All work is dignified.  

I proudly say, Mr. Speaker, that my mother 
was a waitress and my father was a bartender. We 
had a good living in the hospitality sector. So much so 
that I was able to get my lunch money every single 
day off of my father’s dresser. So it is dignified work, 
but you cannot treat people in ways that denigrate the 
work that they do. And part of my responsibility in la-
bour, Mr. Speaker, is to ensure a higher standard of 
conduct and a higher standard of performance for 
both the management as well as staff. 

Mr. Speaker, one area that causes great con-
cern to people particularly during hard economic times 
is the whole question of the manner in which the debt 
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collection agencies conduct themselves—a very, very 
sore matter for many. So imagine someone being in 
an unfortunate enough situation where they cannot 
meet their financial obligations. So they get sent to a 
debt collection agency because they are struggling 
financially—maybe they are under-employed, maybe 
they are unemployed. But they go to the debt collec-
tion agency because when they sign off on something 
. . . everyone just signs without looking and reading 
when they want to make that purchase, or maybe they 
were overseas for a while and did not realise about 
the data roaming on their phone and their bill all of a 
sudden is $1,300. My good friend and honourable col-
league, Minister Wilson, said, It sounds like it is a per-
sonal matter. 

 
[Laughter] 
 
Hon. Walton Brown: I did one time have a $700 bill. I 
was not very happy about it because I did not quite 
manage my phone properly and it automatically went 
on data roaming, but I took care of it. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Walton Brown: Sorry? 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Walton Brown: Yes, I did. 
 But Mr. Speaker, the issue is that you have 
people who are in dire financial circumstances who 
are beset with these outrageous charges by the debt 
collection agencies—in some cases as high as 70 per 
cent. And it just baffles the mind that the courts vali-
date this . . . I am sure a lawyer is going to say, Well, 
you signed off on it and therefore you knew your obli-
gation. But something is fundamentally wrong when a 
company can extort 30, 40, 50, 70 per cent interest on 
debt that you have incurred. So we will do something 
about that. 
 In contradistinction to what the Opposition 
Leader has said, we are not going to just consult on 
that. We are preparing legislation as we sit here today 
to deal with that matter. It is an outrage and they need 
to be brought under control. There is no current legis-
lation dealing with the debt collection agencies, so we 
will address that with a level of urgency. It is not 
something that needs to be examined for long periods 
of time. It is outrageous and it will be addressed. 
 How am I doing for time, Mr. Speaker? 
 
The Speaker: Thirty-four. 
 
Hon. Walton Brown: Thirty? Thirty-four, okay. 
 So the next area that I want to focus on is the 
issue involving the municipalities, a vexing issue 
which raises the issue of the frailties of democracy, 

shall we say, because we have had a rocky road 
when it comes to how to deal with municipalities.  

The old system was one in which only proper-
ty owners could vote for the people who ran the Cor-
porations of St. George’s and Hamilton. It was an old 
system reminiscent of the bad old days in Bermuda 
when you could only vote in our general elections if 
you owned property of a particular amount. So that 
system had to be changed. You have to move away 
from a system in which people who live in a defined 
area, in a corporation, did not have the right to vote 
simply because they did not own land. So we changed 
that and gave all residents the right to vote. The vote 
was taken away from the property owners so those 
who lived there could vote. That led to a very demo-
cratic framework for the administering of the corpora-
tions but, as I said, it raised the issue of the frailties of 
democracy. And I will leave it at that. 
 But Mr. Speaker, the subsequent change led 
to the businesses getting the vote back alongside the 
residents. And so that created a hybrid model of “de-
mocracy” (quote/unquote) in which business owners 
voted alongside residents. That did not raise ques-
tions about the frailties of democracy; it raised ques-
tions about the very essence of democracy that we 
would have businesses having the right to vote. It is 
not a practice that is widely in place. I believe there 
are one or two cities in Australia or I think Vancouver 
has it, and I am sure someone will get up and identify 
another city, but it is not a wide practice where busi-
nesses get the right to vote. So we are now beset with 
a challenge. 

This Government will commit itself to, again, a 
consultative process. We will consult with the public; 
we will consult with stakeholders to identify the most 
appropriate framework for moving forward in terms of 
the relationship between the Government and munici-
palities. There is no inherent, preconceived position 
as to what it should be. But in terms of the objective, 
we want to ensure that there is a defensible frame-
work in place, one that is rooted on integrity and re-
sponsiveness fiscally to ensure that the corporations 
can be and can realise the potential that they have; 
i.e., an embodiment as an economic engine for the 
development of this country.  

We have the waterfront close by, Mr. Speak-
er, which represents a wonderful opportunity for eco-
nomic development. We have had many proposals 
put forward, but currently it is not seen as a priority by 
the current administration at City Hall. It is not a priori-
ty. But if we are to make real progress in terms of 
economic development it needs to be developed.  

But what is the ideal framework for achieving 
that? We will come to a position, but our position will 
be rooted in consultation and collaboration. We will 
invite Her Majesty’s Loyal Opposition to participate in 
that dialogue. We will invite them to help shape that 
policy. And I will take the Honourable Opposition 
Leader at her word that she wants to work with this 
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Government to ensure what is right and best for this 
country. How we handle the municipalities will be a 
wonderful place to start, Mr. Speaker. 

I want to move on and talk a little bit about 
food, fish, plants, and vegetables because the envi-
ronment and food sustainability is a critical part of 
what we have to address in this country. We import 
almost everything in terms of food. Well, we import 
almost everything, particularly food. But we do not 
have food security.  

There was a container ship that was dam-
aged, was it in New Jersey last week? And we had no 
fresh fruit. Oh, we had fruit which had been sitting in 
the freezer for a long time which some grocery stores 
were trying to put out as fresh fruit. But we had very 
little by way of fresh fruit because one ship was dam-
aged and could not come to Bermuda one week. That 
shows the fragility of our society when it comes to 
food sustainability. So we need to make focused ef-
forts to not just expand the availability of locally pro-
duced food, we need to find ways to increase the yield 
per square hectare or per square mile of food produc-
tion.  

I met recently with a young couple who have 
embraced some new technology that I first saw in 
New York where you take a container—a 20 by 40 
foot container—and you have it equipped with all the 
appropriate technology to be able to produce food 
using solar panels and the UV light and so forth. The 
research shows that you can generate up to 10 acres 
of food per container. So I have encouraged them to 
proceed. I know they need to find some space to put 
the containers. I would not like to see those containers 
all on arable land, even though currently it is permis-
sible to be on arable land. And so I will work with my 
Honourable Minister Burch to identify some publicly 
available space for this innovative technology. And if 
more people could do that, Mr. Speaker, through pri-
vate enterprise, that will help to address, to some ex-
tent, the fragility of our food sustainability. 

We do not do enough and we need to look at 
ways in which we can address it. Part of the step 
along that way is to protect some of those spaces that 
are open. Developers want to develop and they do not 
always care about what is arable or what is restricted 
land. They just want it to be rezoned so they can de-
velop. We are already one of the most densely popu-
lated countries on the planet at over 3,000 people per 
square mile. We already have a limited amount of 
open space for any kind of arable development. And 
so one of the matters that we will bring to this House 
in the coming year is legislation to ensure a legal pro-
tection of open space because currently there is min-
isterial discretion in terms of what is open space and 
what is arable land, and people can make appeals to 
the Minister to have things waived.  

I believe, and we believe, that it is absolutely 
essential to try to find a way to properly protect open 
space, both for arable land and open space—period—

for future generations. We should not be myopic, we 
should not be focused only on this generation, but we 
have a sacred duty to develop this country for the en-
tirety of our population and for those to come. And the 
fact that I have the endorsement of the Honourable 
Member, Cole Simons, who I think has a vested inter-
est because he just wants open space to ride around 
on his horses. 

 
[Laughter] 
 
Hon. Walton Brown: You might be a bit conflicted 
there, Honourable Member, but we can talk about that 
later. But we need to address that very seriously. 

We need to figure out what we are going to do 
about our fish stock. That is a key part of food sus-
tainability. Right now, as a researcher, I was shocked 
to find out that almost the entirety of our fishing policy 
is based on self-reported data by fishermen. How do 
you formulate policy based on self-reported data? 
Every fisherman has to have . . . to be a commercial 
fisherman you have to put in 800 hours a year out at 
sea fishing. And so, okay, I am a commercial fisher-
man, so here are my 800 hours. We have no way of 
verifying it. Here is my catch. We have no way of veri-
fying the catch. But there are scientific techniques to 
properly and carefully assess the available fish stock 
in a geographical area. Iceland is a pioneer in that and 
I have directed the technical staff to identify the ap-
propriate modality so that we can properly do an in-
ventory of our fish so that when we formulate policy it 
is based on fact and not self-reported data.  

How on earth could you formulate policy on 
self-reported data? It is like . . . it is tantamount to do-
ing a survey based on people who just self-complete 
surveys. You have not done a random sample so your 
results are inherently unreliable. If you are going to 
spend money from the taxpayer, we need to be sure 
that we have adequate, reliable data on which to do 
that.  

The question that we face in terms of monitor-
ing our 200 mile Exclusive Economic Zone [EEZ] is 
we do not really know who is fishing in our waters. We 
do not have the capacity now to properly monitor it. 
You will hear anecdotal stories of fishermen or boat-
ers who see these large vessels out in our waters with 
all kinds of insignia on them, but we have no proper 
way of knowing who is out there and what they are 
doing. Because those who want to violate our EEZ, all 
they have to do (I do not know the textbook term, but 
you will get my drift, Mr. Speaker) is turn off the indica-
tor that . . . what is it called? 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Walton Brown: A transponder, right. All you 
have to do is turn off the transponder and then do 
what you have to do. We have seen tracking data 
where a vessel’s transponder was working fine, as 
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they get close to Bermuda it goes off, and then maybe 
a day or two later the transponder comes back on. So 
we do not know.  

So I am very, very grateful to hear the Hon-
ourable Minister for National Security say that we are 
going to give the Regiment a greater policing or as-
sessment capacity on our waters. Because there is no 
point in having an Exclusive Economic Zone if that 
Exclusive Economic Zone is not giving you any eco-
nomic benefits. So we will work in tandem to try to 
ensure that we can get a proper count, a proper as-
sessment, so we can formulate policy that benefits us. 

And there are, Mr. Speaker, great opportuni-
ties for Bermudians to partake in the fishing industry. 
We have not done a whole lot with long-line fishing 
because there are a whole lot of environmental con-
cerns, but there are models of sustainable long-line 
fishing, and we need to explore it. We need to get out 
of our shell and believe that we can adjust policy and 
make changes to move in new directions. 

Mr. Speaker, let me talk a little bit about Plan-
ning and the Department of Planning. There has been 
much concern about the delays in getting permit ap-
plications approved. Part of the reason is that the pre-
vious Government froze so many positions. There are 
six vacancies in Planning. So you can freeze posi-
tions, you can show how you are reducing the size of 
the civil service, but if the price you pay is inefficiency, 
if the price you pay is a level of inertia that does not 
facilitate or encourage economic growth, how is socie-
ty benefiting other than to say, Oh, we reduced the 
size of the civil service?  

I will not comment too much on the areas out-
side of my Ministry, Mr. Speaker, but I have to make 
this one point and I hope I do not offend any of my 
colleagues. But you cannot say that you are reducing 
the size of the civil service if all you have done is take 
taxpayers’ dollars and give it to a private sector entity 
or an ostensibly private authority like the BTA, like this 
disastrous, corrupt influenced Aecon, like ACBDA. All 
of that represents taxpayers’ money to entities that 
are substantially private in their essence. But yet you 
say you can show a reduction in the size of the civil 
service. So we suffer in the civil service because of 
inefficiencies.  

The private sector takes taxpayer money and 
blossoms. I would like to do a comparative study. I 
wonder if the Honourable Minister of Tourism would 
even consider this, I would like to look at what the cur-
rent strength is in terms of numbers of the BTA com-
pared to the former Department of Tourism, as well as 
the level of middle management in the senior level 
positions. It would just be an interesting exercise. I 
have no idea what it is. 

 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Walton Brown: And the Minister would like to 
look at the hiring practices. 

So there is a lot to look at, Mr. Speaker. But 
when it comes to the issue . . . I diverged a little bit 
because sometimes you get caught up in the moment, 
but the point is (to get back to Planning) that there is 
an inadequacy of staff. You have one person for the 
whole Island who goes around checking to ensure 
that the electrical installations are to code. How is that 
even defensible? Well, we are showing government 
efficiencies, we are going to cut back. But cutting back 
at the expense of service delivery cannot be a good 
thing. So I have directed my staff to hire to fill those 
six vacant positions because people want to start de-
veloping, building, and getting moving on their pro-
jects. So they will do that. 

We also, Mr. Speaker, will make adjustments 
to legislation. Yes, we will consult, yes, we will assess, 
but we will also act. We will make adjustments to leg-
islation so that those who wilfully violate Planning laws 
are duly and properly held to account because the 
current practice is . . . I can go and build something 
tomorrow and not get a single bit of Planning permis-
sion. I could build a house tomorrow without Planning 
permission. And then when Planning comes around 
say, Oh, yeah, I didn’t apply for that permission, but 
listen, I am going to put in a retroactive permission, 
and Planning considers it. Well, who would not do 
that? Many people have done that, Mr. Speaker, be-
cause the Planning enforcement powers are too 
weak.  

So, as we go forward, those who wilfully vio-
late Planning laws will find that they will not just be 
beset with a demand that they apply for retroactive 
approval; they will be told to take it down. You cannot 
wilfully violate the laws without consequence. So we 
will toughen the legislation with respect to Planning to 
ensure that those who do such things will face a much 
harsher penalty. It is the right thing to do and we will 
put it in place. 
 
[Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr., Deputy Speaker, in the 
Chair] 
 
Hon. Walton Brown: We also are going to adopt a 
more flexible approach, Mr. Deputy Speaker—nice to 
see you in that seat—we will also adopt a more flexi-
ble approach when it comes to aesthetics. I do not 
understand why there is this belief shared by so many 
that every single building and every single house 
needs to look the same, have the same sort of tem-
plate or structure. What is Bermudian? We need to try 
to make some adjustments to the 21st century.  

I recently dealt with an appeal of a matter in 
which the neighbours opposed someone’s new design 
because it had too many windows. The fact that this 
actually came to my desk was disconcerting because 
that should not even be a basis for an appeal, that the 
design is too modern and has too many windows. So 
we will try to create a level of flexibility to ensure that 
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Bermuda can enhance its image and look a little bit 
more 21st century in its approach. 
 Mr. Speaker, the last issue that I will address 
relates to the issue of the Registry General. Recently 
that was a matter of focus in the media because of a 
decision I made with respect to an appeal. You will 
know that Preserve Marriage, which in 2016 was duly 
registered as a charity, had its charitable status re-
voked in 2017. There was no material difference in the 
activities and focus of that charity between 2016 and 
2017—none whatsoever. The Charities Commission 
decided that the charitable status should be withdrawn 
and, therefore, they lost their charitable status. Pre-
serve Marriage had sent in an appeal. That appeal 
reached the Minister’s desk on June 12, 2017.  
 Mr. Deputy Speaker, you would know that [on] 
June 12, 2017 the One Bermuda Alliance was still the 
Government, and you would know that the current 
Opposition Leader was then [the] Minister responsible 
for such appeals. That matter sat on the desk of the 
Minister and was not addressed. On June 18, [sic] 
when I became Minister responsible— 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Walton Brown: I said July. July 18th when I be-
came Minister (or shortly after when I became Minis-
ter) I had to deal with that matter. That matter was 
dealt with as all other matters are dealt with in this 
Government. We look at the law, we listen to the tacti-
cal input of the technical officers, and then I as Minis-
ter (or any other Minister) render a decision. The ap-
peal by Preserve Marriage was granted and they were 
re-awarded their charitable status. 

I want to put on record for this Hansard and 
this Parliament, Mr. Deputy Speaker, that it is obvious 
to all (but for the record I will say it), Ministers do not 
make personal decisions. So irrespective of their—or 
they should not be making personal decisions—they 
should consider the law, they should consider policy, 
and they should consider the advice of their technical 
people. Preserve Marriage conformed with the law. 
The law regarding charities says a charity can have a 
religious purpose. They have a religious purpose. And 
for all those who expressed vocal condemnation of 
that decision, I would ask them to consider whether or 
not they believe the law should be ignored and one’s 
personal position should prevail. 

If we allowed that to happen, Mr. [Deputy] 
Speaker, we would have chaos and anarchy. We 
would have arbitrary power. And it is the very notion of 
arbitrary power that people have opposed throughout 
history. We have laws, we have rules, and we em-
brace those. What I did find disconcerting is that there 
are many matters that people consider to be of vital 
importance to a country in terms of rights and privileg-
es. The Government says that you have to look at 
what the current policy is and the current law. So I 
stand by my decision, Mr. Speaker. I know it caused a 

great deal of concern in some quarters of the commu-
nity. It led to celebration in other quarters. But that 
decision was made dispassionately. And were the 
same facts to present themselves to me tomorrow, I 
would do exactly the same thing. 

So Mr. Speaker—I am sorry, Mr. Deputy 
Speaker—I want to conclude by saying the Throne 
Speech represents a vision for the future. It lays out a 
very clear set of policies and legislation that we will 
implement in the next legislative year. We are commit-
ted as a team to doing so. We fear not the difficult 
choices. We fear not the challenge that besets us with 
respect to the economy, with respect to a litany of leg-
islation (and I did not even talk about dog policy today 
and I did not talk about the fertilizer issues that pop 
up) because the public are preoccupied with issues on 
a multitude of levels. But we will confront those chal-
lenges head on, Mr. Speaker. We will assess those 
issues with great deliberation. We will get insight, we 
will get understanding, we will get the research done 
and we will deliver. 

Our mandate from the people is to act on their 
interests on their behalf. We were elected to do so. 
And over the next legislative year and years to come, 
Mr. [Deputy] Speaker, this is precisely what we will do. 

 
[Desk thumping] 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Are there any further speak-
ers? The Member from constituency 19, you have the 
floor. 
 
Mrs. Jeanne J. Atherden: Thank you, Mr. Deputy 
Speaker. 
 I know you want us to talk a little bit more 
about this Throne Speech and response, so I wanted 
to take the opportunity to do so. And I just want to say 
to everyone that I am actually pleased to stand up 
today, to rise as the Shadow Minister of Finance, be-
cause it gives me the opportunity to talk about finan-
cial issues as opposed to some of the other things 
that I might have talked about in the past. And I think 
everybody realises that anybody that is in this House 
here is doing this because we want to serve the Ber-
muda populace and we want to do things to make the 
lives of Bermudians better. And so I just want to say 
that from the get-go. 
 And I just want to set some parameters and 
ground rules for me personally. By my nature I am a 
solution-driven individual. I like to look at consensus 
and I like to come up with what I call a win-win situa-
tion. By profession I am an accountant, which means 
that I am used to using resources effectively, I am 
used to trying to make sure that things balance, make 
sure that there are controls, and I am looking at, very 
importantly, I believe, measuring success by the out-
comes that you strive to achieve. 
 With that I also have what I call a family back-
ground that says you should work hard, you should 
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live within your budget, you should stay to the task, 
and you should make sure that you live within your 
means. So all of these things frame my outlook as I 
look at being the Shadow Minister of Finance and I 
also look at the government budget. 

So, I look at the Throne Speech as not so 
much the budget right now, but whether you like it or 
not, everything that we talk about has some sort of 
budgetary implications. So the Premier/Finance Minis-
ter has told Bermuda about what is going to happen 
under the PLP Government. And I understand that 
and I accept that. But I also recognise that when I 
went through and looked at the Throne Speech, I was 
struck by a . . . definitely an indication of the vision for 
the future. But I did not see as much of what I thought 
would be the clear policies. Now, I will accept, maybe 
after hearing the Shadow—I mean the Minister of 
Home Affairs—stand up and talk about some of the 
things, maybe as we go on today more of the Minis-
ters will talk about some of the policies. Because ob-
viously the policies are happening back at the home 
ground, but it did not manifest as much in this Throne 
Speech as I thought it might.  

And that being the case, normally in the past 
we have seen some clear indications of things that 
would be done. And so when I looked at the Throne 
Speech, I saw lots of things that indicated there were 
going to be collaboration, people were going to go 
back and have a committee to look at something and 
to move things forward. Now, I cannot tell anybody 
how to operate because everybody has their own way 
of doing things. I guess for me I am one of those peo-
ple that likes to try, and what I say, touch it once, es-
pecially when you go through and you look at a lot of 
these items where they are all . . . things are already 
in train. They are either equivalent committees that 
are out there that you might have the opportunity to 
say, Okay, where are we—discuss with the technical 
people—where are we in this? Is it far enough that we 
can live with it and move it forward? because you are 
never going to have perfection. But a work in progress 
allows you many times to get on and deal with the 
solution, especially if you believe that some of the 
things are important to have happen.  

Okay, so my only concern was I saw so many 
things where it said this committee was going to be 
put together, they were going to go out and get these 
individuals involved, et cetera. I accept the fact that 
broadening your consultation and getting people in-
volved is a good thing. But I also think that I would like 
to suggest to the Government that maybe you might 
want to jump start some of these things and say we 
have progressed this far with what the former Gov-
ernment had produced—because remember we were 
not doing this in isolation, we did have technical peo-
ple there that were advising us, et cetera. 
 So it might be an opportunity to say this is an 
issue, it is important enough to the country, let us see 
where we are and, therefore, let us talk about leverag-

ing this where we have gotten so far and moving it 
forward so that we might be able to get some deliver-
ables. Because I think the people of Bermuda want to 
see some of these problems solved and, therefore, 
deliverables might be of importance and significance 
to them. And I just want to say that. 
 I also want to indicate that this is the frame-
work that I want to set going forward, because I will 
have the opportunity, obviously, as Shadow Finance 
Minister to talk about many more financial things. And 
as I say, everything we do, whether [or not] you like it, 
somehow it has a financial little tag in there. 

I recognise that in my role in Opposition now I 
had some choices as to what type of role I was going 
to play. And, Mr. Deputy Speaker, if you will allow me 
for just one minute, I just want to quote something 
right here because I think it sets the framework. I real-
ised that I could be a constructive Opposition or a dis-
ruptive Opposition. And I looked and I thought how 
does one define a “constructive” Opposition? And I 
found something which I think really, to me, sets the 
framework on what one should want to do. This was 
from a [man] by the name of Rajendra Kumar Solanki 
who indicated that a constructive opposition would 
ideally emphasise more on discussion, ask more 
questions, look at resolution of problems faced, 
helped in amendments and passages of bills. That 
they will also unite with ruling governments on issues 
of national interest. As well as that the Opposition 
must warn or bring in focus issues that the govern-
ment is not addressing effectively at its level. And I 
think that is fair enough.  

I would also indicate that a disruptive Opposi-
tion opposes everything for the sake of opposing. 
Well, that is not the way I operate. To me, it is essen-
tial that the Opposition play a watchdog role, especial-
ly concerning financial matters and the need to stimu-
late democratic and public debate. So that is the role 
that I want to do. I want to represent a strong Opposi-
tion. I do not want us to be a weak Opposition that 
could lead the ruling government into being compla-
cent. We know that you have the numbers. That is 
why I was quite intrigued today to hear the shadow 
backbench asking a number of questions about what 
had happened on statements that had been made. I 
must admit (facetiously) those questions, the way they 
were asked, were very much framed to make sure 
that you did not, if you will, challenge the statement. 
But they were designed to get a point across as it re-
lated to what had happened in the past.  

But I would like to think that going forward 
when things come up, that the backbenchers of the 
ruling party will take the opportunity, when something 
comes up that they believe is important to them, that 
they will ask questions if they do not understand— 

 
[Inaudible interjections] 
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Mrs. Jeanne J. Atherden: Mr. Speaker, Mr. Speaker, 
I am indicating that we on our side will definite— 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Mrs. Jeanne J. Atherden: We on our side will also do 
that. 
 Mr. Speaker, we will turn around and we will 
make sure that, as the Opposition now, we will do so. 
And I am . . .  

All I am suggesting is . . . and I have lamented 
to my colleagues that it would have been an oppor-
tunity for backbenchers, regardless on which side they 
are on . . . and when I say backbench . . . if you are 
not a Minister or if you are not one of the Shadow Min-
isters, remember that there is a role that everybody 
plays in terms of getting information and making sure 
that the Government is accountable. 
 Now, Mr. Deputy Speaker, I also recognise 
that when I started to have some discussions about 
my response to the Throne Speech, I am dealing with 
finance and I wanted to be able to give some of my 
comments, my opinions, as to what had happened. 
Unfortunately, the Throne Speech, while it lays out 
some of the things that the Premier and the Finance 
Minister and the ruling party intend to deal with, there 
is a flavour of things that happened that are just not 
here in the Throne Speech. The flavour is what is 
happening out there in terms of the statements and 
what has been made. 

So I have been a little concerned when . . . 
before the Throne Speech the Premier and Finance 
Minister was talking about things that he might have to 
do because he was indicating that he might have to 
borrow money because something had come up and it 
was an overrun. And I thought, Oh, am I going to have 
to, as the Shadow Finance Minister, remind all of us 
that the OBA actually had indicated that it was on-
track before the election to balance the budget by 
2019? And then to start to pay down the debt. And it is 
important that we remember that because the debt is 
so significant and balancing the budget is so signifi-
cant to Bermuda turning around and getting itself into 
a situation where Bermudians can turn and have the 
benefits of what we have done. 
 So, I was a little concerned when there was 
an indication that there might be borrowing just be-
cause there were some items that might not, at this 
early stage, have been accounted for. 
 Now, I must admit that, as my Leader pointed 
out in our remarks to the Throne Speech, that it is not 
only important to us, but it is important to Bermuda’s 
creditors that our economic recovery goes as ex-
pected because they are looking and hoping that the 
revenues are going to materialise, the expenses are 
going to be where we think they are, and also the pro-
jects and priorities that we put will actually be deliv-
ered. Because it is not just about the money, it is ac-

tually about the programmes that we are actually talk-
ing about. 
 So, I was pleased when in Wednesday’s pa-
per the Premier and Finance Minister . . . it said (and I 
am reading the headline, so I am not being disre-
spectful) Burt explains funds for Throne Speech plans. 
So, I am relating this back to the Throne Speech in 
case some people over there who work with him were 
not sure what I was talking about. I am saying that it is 
important because we have to understand that the 
programmes that are in here, the vision is going to 
cost money. And at the same time we have to make 
sure that we can find the funds that are going to be 
available for these things. But as I keep reiterating, we 
have to make sure that the outputs and the things that 
we want from this we deliver. Because money spent 
without delivering the goods or giving the people of 
Bermuda what they need is, to me, a waste of money. 
 So I am pleased to hear that. But I also get a 
little concerned because sometimes I hear something 
that seems to be a commitment to spending money 
and making sure and then the next minute I hear 
something that almost says, Well, okay, we need that 
and therefore we are going out and borrow money. 
And I am sure we all understand that borrowing mon-
ey is . . . you cannot borrow your way out of debt. You 
have to turn around and you have to save and you 
have to turn around and make sure that you put your-
self on a firm footing.  
 Also I must admit, Mr. Deputy Speaker, that, 
you know . . . so when I saw this Speech and the 
questions being asked I thought, Okay, he intends to 
fund a number of initiatives through existing money. 
And so that, to me, said maybe I could feel happy and 
the Bermuda public could feel happy that there was 
going to be a prioritisation because he actually said (if 
you do not mind me quoting here), “we’re not looking 
to expend extra funds, but the role of Government is 
to reprioritise funding, and there’s been places and 
times where we’ve found some funding which can be 
stopped and can be used for things to accomplish this 
Government’s priorities.” Which to me was . . . I said, 
Right on! because I believe that this is the way gov-
ernments [should] do and that is the way successful 
governments perform.  

So when I saw that I thought, Bermuda public, 
this is looking good. And from my perspective of de-
ciding that I am going to try and be a constructive Op-
position, I felt encouraged. 
 Now, I must admit though . . . I have to say 
that he sounds like he is going to follow a good fiscal 
policy, but I have to worry because if there is a rever-
sion to borrowing to manage budgetary needs, this 
will take Bermuda back to the dire financial situation 
that we inherited, unfortunately, when the PLP came 
into power in 2012 . . . when the PLP left and the OBA 
came into power in 2012. So, if we are going to stay in 
economic shape by 2019, then the Minister of Fi-
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nance/Premier has to look at ways, as he said, to find 
savings and to reprioritise. 
 Now, the reason I want to emphasise this is 
the fact that if everybody remembers when we talked 
about some of the things that the OBA did and, 
whether you like it or not, the OBA did do some things 
that were good, some things that will have some last-
ing benefits. You know, I am at least sensible enough 
to say that we are not talking about everything that we 
did, but anything that we did I believe we did with the 
interest of making things better. I do not think that we 
had any mal-interest. And that is the point that I think 
. . . there is a difference between not achieving every-
thing you want [and] having mal-intent. 
 And so, Mr. Deputy Speaker, there are three 
things that I just want to point out because I think that 
they tie into what has happened with respect to what 
the OBA did and what should happen going forward. 
 In terms of the significant achievements (be-
cause this is important) we implemented the payroll 
tax relief for those earning $132,000 per year or less. 
That represents three-quarters of the labour force. I 
believe that is important because we know that a lot of 
people out there at that lower end were hurting. And I 
can tell you personally, I had conversations with the 
Minister of Finance because I knew (with my account-
ing hat on) that it was important for us to be balancing 
the budget and it was important for us to not do any-
thing . . . and to hold tight purse strings. But I also 
knew that we had to try and do things to help those 
people who were hurting.  

So when we were able to turn around and do 
this I felt encouraged. Now, does that mean I wish we 
had been able to do more? No, it means that we 
started and I would like to think that if we continue to 
keep this budget balanced we will be able to do some 
more things. 
 Also, I think it was important that we under-
stood when we first came in that we were going to try 
and create the jobs and that would help those people 
who were on financial assistance to get off. Unfortu-
nately, that did not result in what we wanted. So, we 
had to then turn around and maintain the financial as-
sistance and we doubled it up to the $53.5 million . . . 
the spending doubled over the 2008/09 because that 
was our concern for the unemployed or under-
employed.  

I am glad to see the suggested change about 
what we are going to do in terms of people who are on 
financial assistance and if they try to get a hustle or a 
small job. I am glad to see that we are going to turn 
around and not force them off. That was something 
that we had in our platform because it is all about . . . 
when I was on the doorstep you are talking to people 
saying, We don’t want to be on financial assistance; 
we would like to get off of it. But if I do something then 
they turn around and say I’m cutting you off. So this 
was a good reflection and a good initiative because 
we know that Bermudians are proud people by and 

large who want to work. They do not want handouts. 
They want to be able to say, If I work for this, I have 
got money. And they want to feel proud when they go 
home to their families, regardless of what job they are 
doing. They want to feel that they are appreciated and 
they will do a good job. So, to me, I was pleased that 
this was happening. 

And also with respect, obviously, to our sen-
iors and the people at the other end, I was pleased 
that we were able to come up the reduction in the 
Standard Health Premium and provide the in-home 
care for seniors as a standard health benefit.  

There is another thing that we did that I think 
people will not understand totally how it is benefiting 
them, but the proof will be in the pudding, not just last 
year but in the year coming up. Because we commis-
sioned the Fiscal Responsibility Panel to oversee 
government finances. This was important because it 
enabled us to turn around and you have someone that 
could come and look and give us, what I call, a bit of 
fresh eyes and come up and make some recommen-
dations. Sometimes you can get so close to the action 
that you can get tunnel vision. And so I believe it was 
important that we had this Fiscal Responsibility Panel.  

And, Mr. Deputy Speaker, I just want to ob-
serve two things. This is the Fiscal (financial) Respon-
sibility Panel. There are statements from 2015 when 
they came with their report, right? So that was the last 
time they were here—2015. They are coming back in 
October and they said that “reducing government debt 
and debt service costs mitigates” the risk which is . . . 
and they were talking about . . . there was a concern 
that “the current level of government debt—combined 
with very large potential liabilities from government 
guarantees” could actually create shock. And they 
were saying that “reducing government debt and debt 
services costs [could] mitigate these risks and make 
the island’s economy more resilient to [any] such 
shock.” 

And I think that is what we want. We want our 
economy to be more resilient. Bermuda . . . we are not 
going to suddenly be able to grow any big forests, we 
are not going to get more land, so we have to turn 
around and we have to start looking at all of the types 
of industries that we use so that we can be more resil-
ient. But they did say that . . . they did talk about . . . 
they suggested “in 2015/16 there was a current prima-
ry surplus and in the current year the debt to revenue 
ratio is expected to fall slightly.” And they 
acknowledge that these were “important milestones,” 
but they also recognised and told us that they “en-
dorsed the Government’s aims of achieving a bal-
anced budget in 2018/19; and over the longer term 
meeting the targets set for the ratios of debt and debt 
service.” 

And I say that because not only are our credi-
tors expecting this, this Fiscal Responsibility Panel 
also knew that this was what you had to be on, if we 
are going to be on the road to recovery. And therefore 
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it is important that they also reminded us that it was 
important for us to raise our revenues by 3 per cent of 
GDP and it was also important to make sure that we 
had the balanced budget by 2018/19. 

So, as I say, I am pleased when I hear the 
Premier and Finance Minister saying that he is going 
to look at some of these things. It sounds good. 

The one thing that I must say that I did not 
see anywhere, I did not see an indication of whether 
the current Government was going to actually pro-
gress the General Service Tax. And because . . . re-
member there is an expectation of some more reve-
nue changes, some payroll tax changes that were 
supposed to come into— 

 
Hon. Walton Brown: Point of clarification. 
 
[Crosstalk] 
 
Mrs. Jeanne J. Atherden: I will yield, in the collabora-
tive manner that I am thinking about. 
 

POINT OF CLARIFICATION 
 
Hon. Walton Brown: Honourable Deputy Speaker, 
the Honourable Member will know that matters involv-
ing finance will come with the budget and this is a 
Throne Speech deliberation. That is ill-suited for this 
forum. 
 
Mrs. Jeanne J. Atherden: Mr. Deputy Speaker, I 
would have said that. But in view of the fact that this 
morning we heard so many things about supplemen-
taries and things that one would normally not talk 
about until budget in February, I take the position that, 
Hey, let’s get real about this. Okay? So right now eve-
ry time someone comes up and they are talking about 
new programmes . . . they are talking . . . this vision 
has new programmes, they are talking about new 
people that are going to be employed, they are talking 
about other things . . . this is going to result, potential-
ly, in more expenses unless there is a commitment to 
turn around and to try and control the costs. 
 So it is, and as I said before I started, every-
thing that we do, whether we like it, has some finan-
cial impact. And, therefore, that takes me to the other 
thing that I just wanted to remind ourselves, that criti-
cal to balancing the budget is the continued control on 
the civil service spending. Now I know that the Minis-
ter was just up a minute ago, he was talking about 
positions being frozen and the price you pay is ineffi-
ciency or inertia. I just want to say to you that the oth-
er side of freezing positions is also the opportunity to 
think outside of the box and come up with different 
ways of doing things and, as a result, be able to turn 
around and produce the goods with less than you had. 
 I am not saying that you can use this for eve-
rything, but I also have a concern . . . and I am saying 
this to the Government and to the Government Minis-

ters. Please look at your open positions because it is 
not just about freezing stuff. Many times it is by the 
time you actually get to recruit these posts . . . the re-
cruitment process is fraught with time delays. There-
fore, as I have talked about touching things earlier, if 
we are able to turn around and improve our recruiting 
process that will also help our efficiency. And I know 
that everybody wants to deliver the goods. So it is not 
just about open positions. Many times positions are 
funded . . . because I looked at some of the things that 
are in the Throne Speech and it talked about hiring 
different persons, and I went back and I looked at the 
Blue Book and I said, There are a number of these 
positions already in there, which means that they 
could have been hired because the money was in 
there and the funding was in there.  

I am not going to turn around and get into a 
discussion about that because I just want to say, as 
we go forward, controlling the spending, try and look 
to see whether there are other ways in which we can 
find the goods or the positions because sometimes it 
is reallocating positions because if we do not control 
the spending we are not going to be able to get that 
budget under control. 
 I must admit, and I have to say that I think the 
thing that caused me some worry was [when] the re-
sults were put out for the first quarter and it indicated 
that the revenues were up. The expenses were down, 
but yet there was in one particular area something 
that . . . it came in over budget so it was . . . there was 
a concern that there was a budgetary increase. And it 
was written that they might have to look at borrowing. 
And I thought, Hey, whoa! You’re only three months 
into the budget, it’s already indicated that your reve-
nues are up and your expenses are down. Most times 
persons take the long vision and start to talk about, 
Hey, what can we do to re-jig something in the next 
nine months to see if we can turn around and get our-
selves . . .? Because, as I said before, budgeting re-
quires us to look at things so that you do not want to 
turn around and borrow, especially if you are in a situ-
ation where your revenues were up and your expens-
es were down.  

Now, I know that everything is not a straight 
line, that it does not come in nice little lumps. But I am 
certain that, you know, we should be looking at things 
a little more closely and we should be trying to say, 
What can we do to make sure that we produce these 
plans? 

Because, as I say, the Government has its . . . 
it is their requirement to come up with their vision, to 
produce these things that are going to help the people 
of Bermuda. And a lot of them we support because 
they were things that we were already doing. So you 
will not find us objecting. But I do say to you what you 
will find us doing is being watchful about how they are 
implemented and raising questions about whether 
they are delivering on the goods. 
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I say that because I am more . . . and I would 
like to think that I could say to all of us. I am focused, 
not so much on expenditure right now; I am focusing 
more on the outcome. I believe as we go forward we 
should be talking about what we tried to achieve and 
whether we achieved that outcome, not how much 
money we spent. We have had a tendency to look at 
money and not whether we . . . and I worry that when 
I— 
 
The Deputy Speaker: You have got one minute left. 
 
Mrs. Jeanne J. Atherden: One minute? 
 I worry that when I see that, you know, you 
have a programme and the people who least need it 
are taking advantage of it. 
 So all I want to say is the fact that . . . for me, I 
want to be sure that the vision is there, that the pro-
grammes are going to be supported. I will be a con-
structive Opposition, especially as it relates to finance. 
I will speak up about things that I believe are not going 
to deliver because it is important for us to make sure 
that Bermuda goes forward and that we turn around 
and we do not go back to a situation where we have a 
bad outcome. I thank you, Mr. Deputy Speaker. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Mem-
ber. 
 Any further speakers? The Chair recognises 
the Member from constituency 6. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Thank you, Mr. Deputy 
Speaker. 
 First off, I would like to congratulate our Prem-
ier and commend the Premier and his team for such a 
great Throne Speech. It was stimulating, invigorating, 
and you have never heard so much clapping from 
those who were in attendance. I have not heard that 
as long as I have been in politics. Now it may have 
happened in 1998. I excused myself from visiting in 
1998, it was a bad year for me, and I did not attend. 
But every year since then I have been there and I can 
tell you right now that I am sure that everyone who 
attended realised the clapping from those in attend-
ance were applauding the Government for the mes-
sage that was being sent in the Throne Speech. As a 
matter of fact, there was so much clapping I thought I 
was going to have to be there for at least four hours 
because every sentence was being applauded. 
 So, Mr. Deputy Speaker, I am not going to 
stand here and let the Opposition lecture us on what 
we should do. I do not know if they realise that on Ju-
ly 18th they were fired. In other words, the public said, 
We do not like what you’re doing. We don’t like what 
you’re doing! So why am I going to stand here and let 
the Shadow Minister of Finance lecture us on what we 
should or should not do? As a matter of fact, we 
should not be even listening to what they say. And the 
Opposition Leader was telling us what legislation that 

we should bring forward. I am not interested in hear-
ing what they have to say, to be honest with you. We 
have got 24 Members in this House and you have got 
12. As a matter of fact, very soon you will be run out 
. . . you will run out of people who are going to speak, 
so— 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Well, you know, Mr. Deputy 
Speaker, the Opposition Leader has not changed. 
She has not changed. She says—and the word starts 
with “A”—as much as she was before. She was arro-
gant. In other words, I did not want to speak out and 
say something else. And that is why the people re-
jected the Government. And despite [that], on the 
Saturday before the election, they all thought they 
were going to be winning. In fact, the Royal Gazette 
had us losing . . . it was like somebody realised that 
they were on the wrong train. 
 So the Government has presented a vision 
and, as I said, when they presented the Throne 
Speech, even the Governor was clapping by . . . be-
cause he was sweating so much. 
 So, Mr. Deputy Speaker, what has the Gov-
ernment presented to its people? And the priorities 
stand what the people asked us to do. This Throne 
Speech prioritised the issues that we will grow—
international business, inspire our children, protect 
and respect our seniors, restore confidence to our 
public education (and the Minister of Education will 
speak soon), and ensure Bermuda is in the best place 
to meet the challenges of the modern information age. 
We know what the goals are. Do not try to tell me at 
the end of the day what we are supposed to be doing. 
 Let me speak to one in particular. The Minis-
ter said that all we were doing in the Throne Speech 
was setting up these commissions or setting some-
body to be talking about it. There are action plans 
within this particular Throne Speech. The Government 
said that it will re-establish the Bermuda First Think 
Tank. That is not a setting up . . . that was talking 
about . . . let us set up something so we can work to-
gether. What they fail to realise, Mr. Deputy Speaker, 
is that they lacked consultation for five years. They 
thought that they were the all and be all. They thought 
it was them—it was just me—the frontbench. And I 
warned them sitting over in that seat. That is a bad 
view over there. I remember sitting over there last 
time. It was a bad view, those who are looking across 
from me now. When we sat over there looking . . . and 
I warned them that they were going to lose the elec-
tion. Every week I said they were going to lose it. 
They kept looking at me like I was talking nonsense. 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: And you are so 
great, what Ministry did they give you? 
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Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: The Honourable Member 
said that they did not give me a Ministry. We have so 
many good batters on this side that it was not my turn 
to bat. 

Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Yes, okay. 

Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: But you are lacking so many 
batters, which this is why you never changed your 
backbench. 

And the Shadow Minister was a Minister every 
year. Every year the Minister was changing—Minister 
this, Minister that—you never knew what ministry she 
was in. 

Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Clever. 

Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: So that shows that the Minis-
ter . . . the Premier was lacking concern about where 
she stood. 

[Crosstalk] 

Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: So but I am not going to deal 
with the Opposition Leader. They lost. They got fired. 
And that is accepted. Okay? 

So the Government said they were going to 
set up a think tank and that is important. We have to 
combine our talent with our international businesses 
and our labour partners and just ordinary individuals, 
or where do we go forward from here? Because we 
recognise that we do not have all the answers on this 
side, as much as they thought they had all the an-
swers. So we have to be sure that we are working 
together and moving Bermuda forward.  

Now, a Tax Reform Commission . . . it is high 
time to accept that the tax system in Bermuda may 
not be working for all of us. And so the Government is 
saying we are going to set up a Tax Reform Commis-
sion. Now, it may end up being exactly where we are, 
but we recognise that there are individuals out there 
that are probably not paying the proportion of taxes 
they should be paying. And I am always giving an ex-
ample to the Minister of Finance of this one. And my 
honourable colleague on my far right agrees with me, 
that individuals who own businesses around town, 
own buildings around town, have what they call this 
London lease. In other words, all the expenses are 
passed on to the person that is leasing the property—
every single bit.  

So if the rent [I charge] is a million dollars, I 
get a million dollars because everything is passed on 
[to the renter]—land tax, corporation tax, and so on. 
But maybe, maybe, maybe they should pay a portion 
of that $1 million rental income that they have been 
collecting all these years. There is nothing wrong with 
that. 

So, there is nothing wrong in looking at tax re-
form that we are considering. Why should a person 
that owns 99 houses not pay something when the av-

erage Bermudian who makes $1,000 pays taxes on 
everything they own? Now, I am not talking about in-
come tax. We would never . . . do not get up and talk 
about Wayne . . . the Royal Gazette prints that Wayne 
Furbert talked about income tax, like they talked about 
independence and my friend and honourable col-
league, Senator Hayward.  

I am not talking about that. I am talking about 
a fair tax system so we can do some things better. So 
the Shadow Minister of Finance is talking about she is 
worried about the revenue side, we are too. And we 
are saying maybe there are some revenue portions 
that are missed. And so by just arbitrarily . . . and the 
Minister looked at the tax last year and said, I will give 
up 9.5 per cent for our international business, and the 
projection was, I think it was, 11.5 [per cent] in the 
next budget in 2018. And then they had a Corporate 
Service Tax, I believe, that was coming on. But why 
would Appleby and some of the accounting firms . . . 
maybe they do not do the work here. They do the 
work somewhere else and that is not being charged 
that corporate service fee. We may even lose busi-
ness for providing that type of tax charge. 

So what we need to do is sit down with the in-
dustry and ask what is in the best interest of us mov-
ing forward. My Premier and Minister of Finance has 
said that payroll tax is a disincentive for hiring people. 
That might be true, you know. That might be true. And 
so can we find a way to either decrease payroll tax for 
hiring people or remove it? I do not know, but that is 
why we need to set up a Tax Reform Commission to 
look at it. It is time. It is really time; we have been in 
that system for 400-plus years.  

I am not sure that anybody has ever sat down 
and looked . . . and if they did look at it, they always 
looked at it [from the perspective] of how they will not 
be hurt. In other words, those who had the additional 
money have always found a way of ducking and 
weaving, where the average person . . . you always 
say, Well, how can I ensure that either payroll tax 
goes up and the average person gets a hit. So I ap-
plaud the Government for being creative and looking 
at ways going forward instead of doing it the piece-
meal way that the OBA Government did last year. 

I mean, there comes a point in time where the 
international business has to consider and, like I said, 
it went from 9.5 per cent this year to 11.5 per cent—
that was the projection for the former Government—I 
am not sure whether the current Minister of Finance 
will do the same. There comes a point where the in-
ternational business asks, Is it worth it? High electrici-
ty costs, high food costs, high rent costs, high taxes, 
why am I in Bermuda? I might as well do that in some 
other jurisdiction. There is beach and sand and sun 
somewhere else. Some of the same things that we 
have . . . these places have mastered some of the 
things that we have put in place—some of our own tax 
structures, some of our own legal requirements to 
make sure that businesses run effectively.  
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We are not the masters of this anymore. We 
are not. People now can do their business from home. 
That is why we have got people in India doing busi-
ness for Bermuda, whether it is on IT or whether it is 
doing some reinsurance business. I know a company I 
was looking at and they told me that they were, you 
know, you have got to train these guys out in India. 
Times have changed. So we have got to make it . . . 
and, yes, they had the 30 per cent deferral or tax . . . 
they are only paying tax on— 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: No, not on . . . on the premi-
ums that are written. There comes a point where you 
say Oops! Breakeven; I am going over. What is the 
sense? What is the sense of being around here?  

So why we are saying this, then? What we 
want to do is make sure that everybody is happy. We 
want to make sure that international business is happy 
so they can hire more of our people. Why are they 
sending a lot of people back over? I know you ac-
cused the Progressive Labour Party for years for a 
policy that was put in place. No! The competition 
changed, the rates became very difficult to deal with, 
all despite that we have these storms happening in 
Texas and other jurisdictions—like Florida or wherev-
er—the rates are not there. They are not getting the 
premiums that they used to get. So we have got to 
find a way to ensure . . . and then we have got to look 
at . . . I will touch on that later on. So we have got to 
move forward and look at our whole tax reform sys-
tem. 

Well, vacation rentals. The [former] Govern-
ment says we have done this vacation rental legisla-
tion, you just laid. Well, we may not agree with what 
you wrote. As a matter of fact, what you were talking 
about . . . I remember some discussion took place. 
We may not agree with what . . . why I am going to lay 
down what you laid? You got fired. There is a new 
sheriff in town; there is a new Minister in town. He has 
got to get time to take a look at it and see whether he 
agrees with it, whether Cabinet agrees with it, whether 
caucus agrees with it. That is how it works in our sys-
tem.  

I do not know how it worked with you guys. 
But we may not agree with your legislation. So I do 
not expect the Minister to say, Ah! The OBA did legis-
lation on vacation rentals, and he just takes it up and 
lays it before Parliament. It is not going to happen. 

What we have said is that we will have a light 
touch on a regulatory approach. Yours may be tough-
er, I do not know, making it hard. At the end of the 
day, people will not want. 

They passed the Tourism Investment Act. And 
I will tell you right now when I was Minister . . . no, in 
2012 we talked about revitalising the tourism legisla-
tion with the one that we had. I had been out when it 
was done by David Allen, the late David Allen. That 

was a long time ago, in 1998 or 1999. So some 
changes had to be made. So what took you so long 
from 2012 to 2017 to bring this particular Act to Par-
liament? And you still have not brought it. So now the 
Minister has to take a look to see whether it is in keep-
ing with the policies and the programmes and the ad-
vances that the Progressive Labour Party stood on. Is 
it putting our people at a disadvantage more than 
what we want? I am not just going to lay something 
down so at the end of the day the Minister can say, 
I’m going to take a look at that and bring it forward. 

Now, establish an Economic Diversification 
Unit. I think that is brilliant—brilliant! Brilliant! I mean, 
we put together the Bermuda Development Agency, 
which is currently existing, which looks at current 
businesses. It looks to make sure that international 
business is happy. It makes sure that shipping and 
aircraft, and making sure the captives and everything 
else are in place. So what we are saying now is what 
we need is an established Economic Diversification 
Unit to make progress . . . and they plan to make pro-
gress on this urgently. And it says, “This permanent 
organisation will consist of a small number of persons 
with a proven history of developing economies. Their 
mission will be to identify new opportunities for eco-
nomic diversification”—we have to diversify our econ-
omy. We just cannot rely on reinsurance, that is 
shrinking . . . it is a shrinking market, everybody is 
buying each other out.  

So we lose our staff and our people are sent 
back because they do not need all the staff anymore, 
Bermudians are laid off. So to create this Economic 
Diversification Unit . . . and it could be a technological 
park down on Southside, it could be something else. 
But this body will take time and sit down and look at 
what can be done and introduced in Bermuda. I think 
that is brilliant, brilliant! I congratulate the Minister of 
Finance and Premier for coming up with that idea. 

Now, Mr. Deputy Speaker, price control. Now, 
do not expect . . . do not run around and think that we 
are going to force . . . you know, we recognise that the 
market has to work, okay? The market has to work. 
But explain to me why a watermelon that costs $15, 
you cut into one-eighth pieces and they cost $8. 
 
[Laughter] 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: And then you cut it into a 
little piece and that is $4. Can someone explain it to 
me?  
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: I went down there and I 
wanted a piece of watermelon. I just wanted a piece of 
watermelon, all right? First of all, it was not ripe, and 
that threw me off. And then my cousin stopped and 
talked to me about a subject that everybody talks 
about, I did not want to talk about that today. 
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[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: I am talking about my cousin 
who said, I am your first cousin. I want to talk to you. [I 
said] I ain’t talking to you. 
 So my point is it is $15 for a piece of water-
melon and that, Mr. Deputy Speaker, they cut into 
eighths and they put it on a shelf and it is now $8. Can 
somebody explain to me why that is not a rip-off? 
Should we not be looking at that? And then there is a 
little small piece that is like a triangle, which was 
about— 
 
An Hon. Member: Bite size. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Yes, bite-sized. And it would 
take one bite . . . one bite and it is $4. Something is 
wrong with that. 
 
An Hon. Member: That is the labour cost of cutting it. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: That is what it is. I said that 
is . . . is it only me that finds it wrong? I cannot even 
go and buy a full piece of watermelon without being 
. . . and I see $15. Well, here is a trick. I will tell all the 
Bermudians how to do it. What they do is sometimes 
they take the half watermelon, you find two halves and 
put it together and they will sell it to you for a whole 
one. So find a piece . . . that little small piece and put 
a little piece and glue it all together and they will sell it 
for $15. I guess that is what somebody will do. But 
that cannot be right, Mr. Deputy Speaker. So I con-
gratulate the Government for moving for price control 
on how that will work. 
 The other thing I want to speak to, Mr. Deputy 
Speaker, is the idea of a living wage. That is clearly 
something we have got to do. Now, I must admit it is 
not the easiest thing to come up with. I do not think 
everybody expects tomorrow that their salary is going 
up 50 per cent. I do not think we should be picturing 
that. So I look forward to the committee that is being 
set up by the Honourable Rolfe Commissiong to pro-
duce . . . and I understand that there was a committee 
already in the Labour Department taking a look at 
that, and I think once we put both parties together to 
see what benefits [Bermuda] I think that we can move 
ahead. 
 Now, debt collection. How much time have I 
got left? 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Debt collection. Well, let me 
tell you what I . . . most of you realise that I am an ac-
countant too. So I was hired by a gentleman to take a 
look at the funds he was paying out on his debt. I will 
give you an example of how some of these debt col-
lections are terrible.  

So September 5th somebody pays $100 and 
you know they charge $7 . . . or 7 per cent, I think a 
month. But what they did in this case with this particu-
lar client . . . I am not saying everyone. I am not say-
ing everyone, but this particular person posted the 
$100 at the end of the month in August. So they are 
paying more on the . . . what the outstanding balance 
was. So it was not calculated from September . . . let 
us say August 7th. They posted it August 31st—31 
days—and then they calculated 7 per cent. So the 
individual was paying more than what they should be 
paying.  

So anyone that has got any debt collection out 
there, check to see . . . go in there and ask them when 
they did the posting. Ask them to give you a break-
down. Maybe somebody owes you a lot of money. 
Those are the type of things that we have got to put in 
place. That cannot be fair. And then the first time they 
get a bill they are charging 33 per cent, all right? I do 
not know exactly where we are . . . I am not sure 
whether . . . I cannot remember if it passed or not, but 
we lowered the charge rate from 7 per cent to 3 per 
cent. I do not know, did it go . . . I cannot remember 
whether it went through the Senate or not, but it has 
got to come back. 
 So these are things that the electorate said to 
the Government, We want a party that has a heart. 
We want a party that understands my struggle. We 
want a party that cares about us. And we want a Gov-
ernment that is going to pay attention to some of our 
concerns. Now, we are not going to be economic . . . 
whatever it is . . . we are not going to be out there . . . 
and let me just say this to some individuals out there 
because the debt did go up, but let me just also say 
that the debt also went up for 1.4 [billion] or whatever 
it was in 2012 to 2.45 [billion]. All right? The Govern-
ment—the former Government—promised to reduce 
the debt, all right? But it went up from 1.4 [billion] to 
something 2-point [billion].  
 
An Hon. Member: In four years. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: In four years. And so were 
they smart or were they just . . . and then they blame 
me, they blame us, or the Government, on us for put-
ting it up. Every year the Government was— 
 
An Hon. Member: Borrowing. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Borrowing. Every year they 
were borrowing. Every year and then they were going 
to borrow this year. The PLP Government is going to 
have to borrow this year because of the OBA Gov-
ernment. It was in the budget. And then they were 
going to borrow in 2018, all right? And then they said 
magically it was going to happen in . . . well, you do 
not know what was going to happen in 2019. Some-
thing could happen where you may not have been 
able to balance the budget. 
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Our Premier and Minister of Finance has said 
that we want to balance the budget in 2019. We said it 
also. But we have got to go through this tax reform 
situation, we have got to look at some of the expenses 
that are occurring with the Government, and then we 
will deal with that . . . let me deal with that financial 
assistance. They were so proud to realise that they 
increased the financial assistance from X-dollars to 
two times X—$20-some million to $54 [million] or 
whatever it was. But there were no controls in place. 
What do I mean by that? What do I mean by that? 

I am saying that the Government . . . and I will 
use an example because I was Chairman of the Pub-
lic Accounts Committee. Let me use an example. So 
$10 million was spent on medical or pharmaceuticals. 
And so I asked them, Has anyone gone out to see 
whether . . . I have got $10 million of expenditure but I 
am going to go to the three large pharmacists and 
say, Look, I’ll give you $7 million if you can give me a 
30 per cent deduction? Give me 30 per cent deduction 
or 20 per cent deduction (because pharmaceuticals 
make a good profit margin), but I am going to guaran-
tee you will get $7 million this year or next year, 
whenever the budget is. They said, No, we don’t do 
that. We just go there and spend your . . . spend your 
. . .on your pharmaceuticals. 

So, yes, you increased it. But what I am say-
ing is you could have put better controls in place to 
ensure that the Government was getting a fair deal 
and the people . . . individuals were getting an ad-
vantage because they were getting the benefit of buy-
ing the goods, and then the Government will get a 
better deal because at the end of the day it is about 
finding a way to reduction. So if we do not find a way 
to ensure and control that $54 million, we will be up to 
$60 million in a very short time.  
 
Mrs. Jeanne J. Atherden: Point of information. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Yes, ma’am. 
 

POINT OF INFORMATION 
 
Mrs. Jeanne J. Atherden: I would just like to draw to 
the Honourable Member’s attention that you are right, 
that is the type of thing that the Government did. We 
went out and we bought all of our drugs related to the 
HIV and those drugs, we bought them through the 
Global Fund so that we reduced the cost. It is like we 
. . . it is not that we do not understand that you should 
try and reduce the cost of drugs, and we actually did 
that. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Carry on, Member. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: No, no, no, no, you missed 
the point. Was that for financial assistance? 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 

Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: No, no, no, no, not all of 
them. My point is that . . . where did you store them? 
No, they went to the pharmacist to buy those particu-
lar products. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Member, talk to the Chair. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Some did and some did not. 
I am just saying that I think that the Government could 
have done a better job in doing it, and I am sure you 
will admit it. I am sure the Minister will admit that bet-
ter controls and a better way of spending money could 
have been done as far as being creative in how the 
funds are being spent. And I am thinking . . . I am sure 
that our Minister and Minister of Finance will make 
that happen. 
 So, Mr. Deputy Speaker, we have the perfect 
opportunity—this Government—to put in place and to 
make sure that . . . we have a very strong backbench 
that will keep the Ministers accountable, as you are 
aware, Mr. Deputy Speaker, which I think the failure 
. . . or part of the failure of the former Government is 
that the backbench was one of the weakest back-
benches I have ever seen. They never got up in Par-
liament, except for my good friend . . . they never got 
up in Parliament on many things and said . . . as far 
as keeping them accountable. Now they may have 
done something in caucus, I do not know. But there 
should have been more checks and balances in place 
to try to stop the Government from doing silly things 
moving forward. 
 So, Mr. Deputy Speaker, again, I would like to 
congratulate the Premier and the team going forward 
for the things that I see that are going to take place. I 
am encouraged by the progress I have seen thus far. 
The Minister of Works, his movements in our schools 
to make sure our schools are in place.  

I am encouraged by the Minister of Tourism 
and Economic Development. I am encouraged by 
Minister Brown. I am encouraged by Minister Zane De 
Silva. I have not seen the Minister . . . I mean, you 
cannot put any fault at the Minister of Immigration. He 
has taken and made some tough decisions, but I be-
lieve in the best interests of our Bermudian people by, 
as we said in our platform, by putting Bermudians first. 
And there is nothing wrong in doing that. Many times 
we . . . people . . . I mean, they have some policies in 
place, I believe, in Immigration that were just carte 
blanche. The business people would send an applica-
tion to Immigration and like it was almost approved 
without really any digging. I mean, do you think . . . I 
heard the Minister . . . no, I am not, you may be able 
to correct me with a point of order. 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Point of order. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Okay. 
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The Deputy Speaker: What is your point of order? 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: The Honourable 
Member is misleading the House. That is not accu-
rate. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: Mr. Deputy Speaker, what I 
am saying is that I believe that our Minister of Immi-
gration is going to be tougher and fairer. Do you think 
that this is the first time . . . he gave an experience . . . 
an idea of a company given a résumé of five individu-
als. Do you think it was the first time? I do not believe 
this is the first time they tried it. They probably go 
back and file . . . they probably got the same résumé 
last time. That is my point. But the diligence of the 
Minister and what he has done, I believe, has sent a 
message that we are a fair government. But we want 
to make sure that Bermudians are taken care of. 
 So again, I congratulate the Government and 
we look forward to the progress that will take place 
very soon. I am sure the 100 days will be laid out by 
the Premier on what they will have accomplished in 
their 100 days and they have got . . . July, August, 
September, they have got another probably—how 
many days left?—20 or 30 days left. And I am sure 
that they will meet that target. I have never seen a 
Premier (and I have been around a few years) that 
has worked so hard, day and night. The Premier 
works day and night on making sure that Bermuda— 
 
The Deputy Speaker: You have got one minute. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: How much? 
 
The Deputy Speaker: One minute. 
 
Hon. Wayne L. Furbert: One minute. Moving forward 
. . . So, again, Mr. Deputy Speaker, before I take my 
seat, I compliment everyone and unfortunately I can-
not go through the whole Throne Speech, but as the 
people applauded the Throne Speech at the opening 
of Parliament down here at [the] Cabinet grounds, I 
applaud the Government going forward. Thank you. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you. That is the Hon-
ourable Member from Hamilton Parish, constituen-
cy 6. 
 Any further speakers? There are no further 
speakers? The Honourable Member from constituen-
cy 21. Carry on. 
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: Thank you, Mr. Deputy 
Speaker. 
 Mr. Deputy Speaker, on July 18th the people 
of Bermuda reposed their confidence in the Progres-
sive Labour Party to be the Government of this coun-

try that we all love, the country we call home. They 
reaffirmed their trust in the Progressive Labour Party 
to advance their interests in a way that they felt was 
not being manifested by the former Government. 
 Mr. Deputy Speaker, you may remember that 
in this House shortly before that historic election, Mr. 
Shawn Crockwell, the Learned Member at that time 
from Southampton, gave what now can be viewed as 
his final will and testimony in this House. And he 
made two critical remarks that the country appreciat-
ed. He made remarks that resonated powerfully all up 
and down this country. 

The first remark (and I may be paraphrasing 
here) questioned whether the Government would be 
won at the next election due to things like the Ameri-
ca’s Cup, the airport deal or a new hotel, or whether 
the Bermudian people would have a referendum on 
the OBA Government at the time revolving around the 
question as to whether they truly, indeed, cared about 
the people. Certainly the answer was a resounding 
no. 

The other observation—keen analysis—
coming from that Learned Member was that he made 
a revelation that it was not until he became a part of 
the Living Wage Committee that he realised that there 
were, indeed, Two Bermudas characterised not just 
by class, but also race, and the way the two intersect 
within our Island home.  

Now I just have to reflect on that because I 
was only three feet away from him, across the aisle, 
where we sat in our positions. And I will be honest; I 
have been pondering how a man that came from a 
black working-class family could have been in any 
doubt as to whether there were Two Bermudas. I am 
still searching for that answer. I am even thinking now 
that, perhaps, for some whose experience may be a 
little different than mine, those who may have attend-
ed all-black institutions, grew up in largely de facto 
segregated all-black neighbourhoods, who never had 
any meaningful contact with whites and/or white Ber-
mudians until they were adults or maybe went off to 
college, maybe that can inform why he said what he 
said. For myself, who at age six being the first African 
Bermudian to attend a historic white school, called Mt. 
St. Agnus, in 1963, I had a fairly different perspective 
from a very young age. 

But nonetheless, he did acknowledge that 
there are Two Bermudas. Certainly, the former Leader 
of the OBA in an interview on the 14th of September 
(found in the Royal Gazette), I guess in a way 
acknowledged it as well. When asked about the criti-
cism that the OBA did not do enough to help black 
Bermudians, he said it was a fair assessment, adding 
that he would have liked to have done more. 

Certainly, we were reminded during the cam-
paign, by way of Marisa Baron and Monica Jones, that 
for black Bermudians the reality of Two Bermudas 
was not an idle thought. Who would have thought that 
in 2017 you would have an individual, again by the 
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name of Marisa Baron, say the following (and I quote): 
“Well, not right now . . . you black people may think 
you run this island. Trust me, your stupidity is laugha-
ble. Just because you went into the bushes and came 
out with your inbred children ‘to get the votes’ does 
not mean you ‘run this country.’” 
 
[Hon. Dennis P. Lister, Jr., Speaker, in the Chair] 
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: Mr. Speaker, as a young 
boy I remember those same type of thoughts as being 
more common in Bermuda’s white community than we 
would care to admit. And when I say “young boy” I am 
talking about in the ’60s growing up.  

What was astonishing about this . . . we are 
not talking about a Marisa Baron who is 70 years old. 
The woman, as I understand it, has not even seen her 
40th birthday. Where did she learn this? These are the 
type of comments that were directed against people 
like Dame Lois Browne-Evans and Roosevelt Brown 
and all the other leaders of this country. Where did 
she learn this? At whose feet as a young child did she 
take on these views of black people? And as she cir-
culated amongst the OBA at their conferences and 
parties and social gatherings, did those black mem-
bers of the party . . . did they simply shake their head 
when she gave a more sanitised version of these type 
of comments? Did they simply say, Yes, I understand, 
Marisa? 

Mr. Speaker, allow me . . . again, and I beg 
your indulgence, but this needs to be said. Monica 
Jones, a lawyer, comments in the Royal Gazette and I 
. . . you know, I just found that . . . I said to myself 
when I saw these comments featured on page 4 
prominently, I guess if you have a title “lawyer” by 
your name that . . . you know, certain privileges are 
just waiting upon you. But with Ms. Monica Jones the 
headline was “Are we building bridges or reinforcing 
walls?” She went on to say, “teaching young black 
children to hate white men”—wow! She did not even 
say “white people” here. She said “to hate white 
men”—“will only handicap those children throughout 
life as they isolate themselves further from people 
who may, in fact, be bringing them advantages.” 

This Monica Jones here reflected in her com-
ments the worst form of traditional Bermudian white 
paternalism. If I may, Mr. Speaker, we are talking 
about July 15, 2017. I will just read a paragraph or 
two. She said: 

“My friend was telling me he taught his three-
year-old son that the white man is the lion. In other 
words, he taught him to hate and fear white men. He 
is doing it because he wants him to be safe. I believe 
the result of this teaching will handicap his son be-
cause: 

• “He will find it more difficult to learn from white 
schoolteachers 

• “He will miss out on special teacher/student 
relationships that children [should be taking 
advantage of] 

• “His teacher will be hampered in trying to 
teach the son and in identifying special needs 
and talents 

• “He will be limited socially, as he will not feel 
comfortable in relationships with white chil-
dren, as most have white fathers, whom he 
will fear and mistrust 

• “When he enters the workforce, especially 
that of international business, where many of 
the companies have their roots in North Amer-
ica and Europe, he will struggle finding men-
tors and role models in white males 

• “It seems very unlikely he will ever realise his 
full potential unless he finds a way to sur-
mount the internal legacy of fear and mistrust 
he learnt in his own family.” 
These are the type of people that confirm to 

us the work that still needs to be done. And so when 
the Progressive Labour Party in its platform and in its 
subsequent response in the Throne Speech affirms 
that there are Two Bermudas, there are Two Bermu-
das. And we need to address it; and we will. 

Mr. Speaker, I just want to add finally, I will 
give a final quote from a man named Kevin Comeau 
who I thought had a seminal lesson for the One Ber-
muda Alliance. He has never been a friend of the Pro-
gressive Labour Party Government. He has consist-
ently, even as he did very mildly in this article as well, 
attacked us since pre-2012. But after the election he 
seemed to have had a coming home to Jesus mo-
ment, I assume unlike Ms. Monica Jones, and unlike 
Marisa Baron (I suspect still today) and in the Sep-
tember Royal Gazette he went on to write this: “There 
were two seminal events during the OBA’s tenure that 
were bound to roil black Bermudians: the OBA’s ap-
pointment of Michael Dunkley as Premier and the 
Pathways to Status fiasco that followed. 

“While it is impossible for a white person fully 
to understand the myriad of ways black Bermudians 
think or feel about these racially explosive issues, I 
would argue that it is incumbent upon all those who 
care about the future of Bermuda to at least try to gain 
some baseline semblance of understanding by putting 
themselves in the shoes of a black Bermudian for a 
moment. 

“While the result may well differ for others, I 
can say that if my ancestors had been enslaved and 
subjected to racial segregation for 350 years by a 
group of 40 families that controlled the country, and if 
I, myself, had been subjected to a racial glass ceiling 
for 25 years under a political party controlled by those 
same 40 families, there is no way in hell”—his words, 
not mine, Mr. Speaker—“I would ever vote for any 
political party that was controlled by members of those 
40 families.” 
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You see, Mr. Speaker, my point is that this is 
2017, but the problem we have and will have going 
forward is that we are still living in the world that Sir 
Henry Tucker created. The modern Bermuda and its 
political framework is still chained within the context 
that came out of the 1960s. And what do I mean by 
that? The drive for universal adult suffrage, the drive 
to eliminate the property vote (which unfairly advan-
taged particularly white Anglo-Bermudians), the drive 
to ensure that there would be a broader franchise (a 
movement that was taking place all throughout the 
then-British Empire) caused the white power structure 
in Bermuda to seek to answer the following questions: 
How can we adopt an all open franchise while at the 
same time maintaining our control and dominance 
over Bermuda?  

And thus, the then-UBP was born, a party 
whose raison d’être—unspoken, unacknowledged—
was for the maintenance of white dominance and 
privilege in Bermuda under the guise of democracy, 
under the guise of being inclusive, under the guise of 
creating a one Bermuda. A party whose design has 
always been based upon the following: that it was go-
ing to keep white voters “on the reservation” (as they 
call it), while appending to that a significant minority of 
black Bermudian voters as a minority partner to main-
tain their dominance. 

Mr. Speaker, we have a golden opportunity 
now to put an end to that. We have had 50 years of 
being constrained within these bounds . . . these 
ropes that have strangled us and our development 
politically. It is time for us to move forward and beyond 
the world that Sir Henry Tucker created because it 
was a world that was designed to maintain white privi-
lege deep into the modern era to the disadvantage of 
black Bermudians. Let us not be under any illusion 
here. That is why the Government now has a respon-
sibility to tackle these issues. I am very happy about 
the Throne Speech response—or I should say the 
Throne Speech—that was laid out by the Govern-
ment. I think that there is a lot to be commended. 

But I just want to tell my colleagues that unlike 
in 1998 the challenges we face now make the chal-
lenges that the class of 1998 faced seem like a tea 
party, they pale in comparison, some of it by our 
Member, Mr. Wayne Furbert, from constituency 6 was 
outlined, and I just want to take some time out to out-
line a few myself. 

We have an ageing population. I suspect that 
by the time we talk about the census coming out in 
another couple of months (hopefully) it will indicate 
that the average age of a Bermudian will be around 
about 46/47 years of age, it may even be a little high-
er. That is a very ageing population. The conse-
quences of that are going to be significant and we are 
already on that train and there is no way to get off it. 
Fertility rates have been declining here for the last 
quarter century or more. 

We have a society where income inequality is 
moving to such an extent that it is causing significant 
damage to our social fabric—a shrinking of the middle 
class, particularly Bermuda’s black middle class. And I 
might just add the income inequality I am talking about 
really has its roots in the mid-1980s, but it was deeply 
exacerbated by the great recession circa 2008, ’09 or 
’10 when it really took grip in Bermuda. But my point 
is, Mr. Speaker, that the impact of income inequality in 
Bermuda, as I said, is causing a lot of impact on our 
social cohesion. But the negative consequences of it 
are being felt all throughout the society. In those coun-
tries where we have high levels of income inequality 
you find . . . what do you find? High levels of violent 
crime.  

You will find the formation of gangs, the or-
ganised criminal activities; you will find all of these 
things. You will find a shrinking of the middle class 
and a country whereby national income begins to be 
more and more mal-distributed, where the rewards in 
terms of income within the society begin to accrue to a 
ever smaller group of people, in this case, the owner 
of capital and those within the professional classes. 

And so, some of the structural reforms that 
are envisioned in the Speech from the Throne should 
not be viewed lightly, because these are the critical 
issues that we are facing. And I do not see a concomi-
tant attention to these issues (and have not for some 
years) with respect to our current Government. Maybe 
that is because so many of those who back the Gov-
ernment, who support the Government, have benefit-
ed from the status quo. But the status quo is no longer 
working for the majority, or near majority, of Bermudi-
ans.  

I have said this for some time. And I have 
heard somebody else on our side—it may have been 
the Premier—paraphrase this, that if you get to a point 
where Bermuda is no longer working for Bermudians, 
then what is the point? This is what income inequality 
begins to do. It begins to hollow out your society. And 
after a while the society, over time (and we still have a 
chance I think to arrest these trends) begins to re-
semble those societies you find in places like Central 
America and further south . . . like you find in parts of 
Africa below the Sahara. Countries which are fairly 
small, middle classes, again, most of the rewards from 
the society in terms of income accruing to those at the 
top—professional classes, the owners of capital—and 
a growing, growing, swath of people who can only be 
described as “working poor” living in low income 
households. 

But in Bermuda what you see is an intersec-
tion not only between class, socio-economic marginal-
isation and race, because that is in our DNA from 16, 
18, 19 or 20 to the present, okay? That is why when 
we talked about what is happening with our young 
men . . . and if you notice, and Brother Swan here 
can—MP, new MP and congratulations to him— 
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An Hon. Member: He is not new. 
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: Well, for us he is. Over this 
side of the aisle, and he is welcome here. 

He knows from me, I have never articulated it 
as talking about gangs and gang violence, okay? Yes, 
we have a national security issue to address. The fact 
that we must ensure that there is safety for our peo-
ple, that they are not going to be negatively impacted 
(nor their property) by criminality. But at the same time 
let us be honest Bermuda, out of all the victims of gun 
violence, so-called in this country, all of them have 
been black except for one individual. There was a 
young white guy, a young white boy, a young man, a 
teenager about a year ago, he lived just on the other 
border from my constituency down there on North 
Parsons Road, he was living in government housing—
only one. 

All of these impacts then from rampant and 
growing income inequality have been ring-fenced 
around Bermuda’s black community. That is why I do 
not talk about gangs. That looks like you are talking 
about some alien. But we are not. We are talking 
about the same at-risk young black men that I have 
been talking about for the last 20 years. I had a joke 
the other day. I had one of our newly-minted Ministers 
who . . . he is, I guess, just like the Premier. He is 
probably going near 40. And he says, But Rolfe 
you’ve been talking about this issue for a decade. I 
looked at him and I just smiled because it is more like 
two decades because people can remember who are 
old enough—over 50 or 60—when I started talking 
about this issue, I always talked about what was hap-
pening with our young black men. And even that 
caused me grief among some black people, because I 
said the word “black.” 

Look at the outcome the other day, those two 
young boys up there—one of them is through mar-
riage kind of related to me. Yes, they robbed those 
two people and they deserve everything they are go-
ing to get in terms of law. But what happened in terms 
of how the victims went over and beyond what justice 
demands and could have actually killed those two 
boys? And this is not misplaced sympathy, but I sus-
pect that what took place in the court was just a con-
sequence that they were two young black boys which 
led to some of the result that we saw. I am talking 
about not in what they did, but in terms of the out-
come. And I am not afraid to say that right here, right 
now. 

And so we need to tackle that issue. We see 
that both parties—the Government, the former Gov-
ernment, the Opposition—claim that they too were 
determined and had signed or had been right on the 
cusp of putting in place a gang violence coordinator 
(is that what it is called?) to deal with the intervention 
in terms of gang violence. We know that our party, or 
this Government now, today, has made a commitment 
to do the same thing.  

But I just want to say this here. The OBA 
Government made two key promises back in 2011 or 
2012. One was the 2,000 jobs, of course, which we 
never saw. (Mr. De Silva agrees with me on that, the 
Minister.) And they also, by way of a candidate I de-
feated in the 2012 election (who they later put in the 
Senate), made a grandiose claim that they would be 
the champions to eliminate gang violence. They tout-
ed Operation Ceasefire. Where is it? We did not hear 
any more talk about it right until at least three or four 
months before the present election. It disappeared 
after 2012 right to the present. I understand now he 
hurriedly made sure that he could sign a contract that 
would entail the beneficiaries of that contract, Opera-
tion Ceasefire, being able to receive fees over a mil-
lion dollars per year—and if I am wrong, I stand to be 
corrected— locking them in even while his Govern-
ment was being locked out, and now find themselves 
in Opposition. 

But this is what I want Bermuda to under-
stand. We have to focus on the front end. And let me 
give you an example. Jahcari Francis, a young boy, 
when he was shot two days after the election in the 
midst of this euphoria, and god forbid . . . heaven for-
bid, that should serve as a very powerful wake-up call 
for us about the nature of the challenge we have be-
fore us. He was 20 years old. That means that Jahcari 
Francis was born probably in 1998, okay? Would that 
be correct? Born in 1997. Within months the Progres-
sive Labour Party, near the end of the year, became 
the Government for the first time. 

By the time he would have been seven, eight 
or nine you would have had the beginning of the pro-
liferation of the gun violence, although I would think 
that if you go back for me, as an amateur historian, we 
are talking about a trend that really begins with the 
horrific shooting of Shaundae Jones—I might have his 
name off a little bit—up in Dockyard, going back to 
that period, okay? But this young man would have 
been only about seven or eight years old when this 
phenomenon really began to become more prolific. 

The question is, what did we do? His life 
spanned not only a PLP Government, but the OBA 
Government. And our failure to tackle this at the be-
ginning of the process is what is hindering us, you 
see, because all of this is coming out of these low in-
come—most of it—poverty stricken neighbourhoods in 
Bermuda. Yes, we do have poverty growing in Ber-
muda. Have any of you been canvassing over the last 
three months? Do not tell me it does not exist. We are 
seeing it in ways that Bermuda has not seen in over 
seven decades, going back to the 1930s. We need to 
tackle this from the front end. 

Mr. Speaker, how much time do I have left? 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: Good.  
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So, if we know that income inequality is pro-
ducing this fruit, unripened, dropping from the vine, 
represented by our young black males, we know it is 
creating a proliferation of low income households 
characterised by economic vulnerability, particularly if 
they are single parents; then why would we be sur-
prised with these results? Even the education system 
. . . I had a conversation with some educators before 
the election and they want to talk about all their fancy 
new programmes. And no disrespect to them, I said, 
Listen, studies are now confirming that one of the sur-
est predictors of educational outcome is the socio-
economic status of the student. Come on! 

And you have a public education system—
again, go back to what I said 15 minutes ago. I was 
the first black male to attend a white public school 
coming from a Bermudian middle-class family. But 
that started a migration of mostly middle-class par-
ents—with the exception of what was going on at 
Berkeley—of sending their children to these private 
schools. And so you have a public school system 
which now is overwhelmingly catering to Bermudians 
from low- to lower-middle income households. I am 
not being deterministic here by saying that these are 
the only outcomes or these are the only causes of 
these outcomes, but believe me they do play a key 
role. 

And so we have a historic opportunity, but it is 
not going to be easy for us to turn this ship around. 
Like I said, there are no more easy choices. And our 
Premier over the next few weeks—a great young 
man, a great new leader for this country . . . we should 
not try to undermine him. I hope he is listening. We 
need to support him, not uncritically, but in terms of 
objectively, support him. Because the challenges we 
face are just immense, and not just the local challeng-
es, but also those strategic and global challenges that 
have the potential to alter the way of life that we have 
enjoyed since the 1980s. That is what time it is. 

Mr. Speaker, I think the Speech from the 
Throne provides a fitting template— 

 
The Speaker: You have got one minute. 
 
Mr. Rolfe Commissiong: —for our ability to begin to 
address these structural and systemic issues, includ-
ing the unfinished business of racial equality in Ber-
muda. And we should not . . . we should not back off 
or be fearful in addressing them. Thank you, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Mr. Commissiong, thank you. 
 Does any other Member wish to speak? I rec-
ognise the Honourable Member from Southampton 
[East Central], Ms. Leah Scott. You have the floor. 
 
Ms. Leah K. Scott: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, first of all, I would like to com-
pliment all of our parliamentary colleagues who were 

successful—returning and new MPs. I would like to 
congratulate you on your appointment as the Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you. 
 
Ms. Leah K. Scott: And Mr. Burgess on his role as 
the Deputy Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I am not here to pick apart the 
Throne Speech. I think that there are going to be 
enough people that do that or will have done that. I 
think that the Throne Speech does have some innova-
tive initiatives—some are new, some were started un-
der the OBA—but all of them are for the betterment of 
Bermuda. 
 Mr. Speaker, there is none so deaf as he who 
will not hear. On the 18th of July the electorate spoke 
loudly. And while it was a disappointing loss for the 
One Bermuda Alliance Government, I view it as an 
opportunity. It is an opportunity for us to do things dif-
ferently. It is an opportunity for us to change. And yes, 
we did stimulate the economy. Yes, we did do some 
things to facilitate an economic turnaround. But the 
truth of the matter is that the end of the day the people 
of Bermuda did not care about that. What they wanted 
was to feel included, to be heard, and to be respected. 
 Mr. Speaker, in 2012 when the OBA was 
elected, when we had our first session of Parliament, 
the then-Opposition Leader was Marc Bean. And one 
of the things that he said to us was that during their 
administration the PLP had made some mistakes. And 
he encouraged us, as a new Government, not to 
make those same mistakes. On the 18th of July the 
people of Bermuda showed us how wrong we got that.  
 Therefore, I would encourage this Govern-
ment to do what they said in both their platform and 
the Throne Speech. And that is: to make a fairer Ber-
muda for Bermudians; and also to put Bermudians 
first. There is a great opportunity to make positive 
change. I would encourage them to ensure that they 
comply with all instructions, financial and otherwise, to 
make sure that they handle the public purse with in-
tegrity, and to treat people with compassion and digni-
ty. 
 I intend to work with my substantive Minister 
of Transport and Tourism. The Minister of Tourism 
and I have already had a conversation and I have 
agreed to try to work together collaboratively. Any dis-
putes that we may have we would like to settle outside 
of Parliament so that every time we come to Parlia-
ment our discussions will be wholesome and fruitful 
and we will not waste time and energy going back and 
forth on silly disputes. 
 My intention is to be collaborative with this 
Government to the degree that they will allow me to 
be. I will also hold this Government to account and 
ensure that they do keep their promise of creating a 
fairer Bermuda and of putting Bermudians first. 
 I pray that the new Opposition Leader and the 
Premier will set a tone from the top that is not hostile 
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and acrimonious, but one that is positive and collabo-
rative and one that we can all work together. For the 
past four and half years we have shown the people a 
level of immaturity that as professionals and leaders 
we should not have displayed and I hope that as we 
go forward that will change and that we will all be able 
to work together for the betterment of Bermuda be-
cause I believe that is why we are all here. 
 People are expecting us to be different; peo-
ple are expecting us to do better. It is [up to] all of us 
to promote effective, fair and mature leadership and 
we have the chance to change the course politically 
into a new direction. 

I think that there are some good ideas in the 
Throne Speech. And I think that we cannot just bat an 
idea down because it came from the PLP. That does 
not make it a bad idea; it makes it one that we all have 
to work together to achieve because we all have to be 
here, we all have to be together. 

So I would ask all of us in this House to work 
together and to be the change that this country wants 
and needs to see. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you for your comments, Mem-
ber. 
 Does any other Member wish to speak? We 
recognise the Honourable Member from constituency 
36, Mr. Michael Scott. Honourable Member, you have 
the floor. 
 
Hon. Michael J. Scott: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
What an honour it is to defend the 2017 Throne 
Speech of this new Government following the events 
of the general election in July. What an honour it is. 
 So, Mr. Speaker, how do we reach the Vision 
2020 that we plotted and gave statement to in Opposi-
tion benches through successive Throne Speeches 
and Budget Statements, and now, Mr. Speaker, as 
reconstituted and reiterated in this magnificent state-
ment which was delivered on the grounds of the Cabi-
net in 2017? 
 May I say right away that the idea has not 
been because of our circumstances that we currently 
face both fiscal and . . . largely fiscal. This is not an 
effort or a major initiative to trivialise the fiscal chal-
lenges that we face in Bermuda in 2017 but to re-
commit and rededicate ourselves to the proper man-
agement of these fiscal challenges. And in the hands 
of the Premier and Minister of Finance I know, I am 
confident, and all of the Members of the Government 
benches are confident in his ability, guided by the 
well-meaning and well-intended people of this country 
to ensure that we have a successful outcome in deal-
ing with the fiscal affairs. But we need to do that in 
conjunction with a sensible and responsive response, 
Mr. Speaker, to the needs of Bermudians.  

Mr. Speaker, I am reminded of a speech I 
heard very recently in the caucuses of the PLP, by a 
distinguished senior member, where we were remind-

ed that the legacy of that party is the legacy that is 
reposed and reposited in the members of this Pro-
gressive Party to keep carrying forward and not to be 
forgotten. The legacy of our founding members, Mose 
Allen, Mr. DeJean, Mrs. Thompson, Mr. Quinton 
Bean, Ryo Richardson, the men and women who are 
our founders, these principles of progressive politics, 
justice, fair play, the economic development of the 
working and labour classes of Bermuda—black, white, 
or both races—these are our mandates. This was the 
legacy, Mr. Speaker, I mean to say, handed to us by 
our founders and to which we must remain true.  
 So, how do we deal with envisioning and de-
livering on this vision? We do it by lowering the cost of 
living, Mr. Speaker, by dealing with and grappling 
head on in a bold fashion, the way that Lord Pitt urged 
us to do in 1971 when advising us of his recommen-
dations and giving us guidance to act boldly in shap-
ing our future by attacking monopolies in this country 
through wise competition laws across all areas of 
economic activity so that we create a fairer outcome 
. . . create more producers amongst the black mem-
bers of this community that conjoin and combine with 
the current status quo of producers in this country, 
which are principally white, that we exact from this 
new growth of new producers, innovators, from our 
young people to our existing entrepreneurs, mergers, 
we produce cooperation that will inure to the safety, 
security, peacefulness and unity, racial, economic and 
socially in our country.  
 Dealing with monopolies in this country is a 
critical key plank in delivering the vision that has been 
stated in the Throne Speech of 2017. Mr. Speaker, a 
liveable wage and its implementation is also one of 
the spokes in the wheel to this vision’s delivery.  
 Reform of education (as the speaker who just 
completed his presentation on the defence of this 
Throne Speech has indicated) . . . education—
obviously and plainly—and the strategic reforms that 
are contemplated by Minister Rabain are part of the 
package of spokes in the wheel for the delivery of the 
vision contained in the Throne Speech. Preparing our 
human capital, making it possible for our human capi-
tal to have the guarantee, even, the reasonable pro-
spect, even, Mr. Speaker, of having engaged in prep-
aration in education, technical and otherwise, having 
the reasonable expectation, or the assured expecta-
tion, that their preparation, training and readying of 
themselves for this community and for this economy 
will result in their being adopted and absorbed mean-
ingfully in the economy.  

That is connected closely, obviously, with the 
outlay by our parents for their children in education 
and training of our youth. And we need to stop the 
disparate and uneven selective advancements that we 
have been seeing of certain set members of the re-
turning students getting placed in sensible, well-
meaning, well-paying, rewarding jobs, [while] in [other] 
cases [there is] no advancement of our young people 



86 15 September 2017 Official Hansard Report 
 

 Bermuda House of Assembly 

and those who are just engaging in re-tooling . . . no 
advancement of them into the lifeblood of this econo-
my, uneven advancement of our human capital into 
the lifeblood of this economy.  
 Foreign worker advancement over Bermudian 
human capital [has been] occurring in our economy. 
These are the legacies that we have been facing, and 
it is a game that must come to an end. It is a game 
that very singularly the Throne Speech is aimed at 
ending, and it is the reason that I commend the 
Throne Speech initiatives. Not so much a renaissance 
that is going on, but it is a reformation, a restatement 
of very tried and tested policies of the Progressive 
Labour Party from the days of our founders, Mr. 
Speaker (whom I mentioned), to the present carrier of 
the mantle and leadership of this Party, our Premier 
David Burt, and his able front bench and ministerial 
team who will and are committed to delivering this 
vision. 
 Mr. Speaker, under the first topic of cost of 
living in our country, we have had some stories told 
about it. Many of us have lived it. I recall reading 
about it historically in . . . I think it was Mrs. Barbara 
Harris’ book, and it may have been Professor Quito 
Swan’s book, that the major development in this 
community of the spike in the cost of living took place 
in the 1970s.  

What else was happening in the 1970s, Mr. 
Speaker? Well, in our fine country, in our fine nation, 
Mr. Speaker, the rise of the working class was occur-
ring. Labour laws were being introduced onto the 
books in response to an advocacy by the Progressive 
Labour Party of that day calling for better treatment, 
respect and advancement of labour. The development 
and growth of the working class and promotion of la-
bour rights and the stability in our society of that con-
struct was leading to a growth of a black middle class, 
and these were good days for us. But they were 
frightening for some—for the ruling class of this coun-
try, the white ruling class of this country. It was fright-
ening.  

Co-occurring with the policy of cost of living 
spike in this country, co-occurring with it in the 1970s 
(and I remember this well as a young practising attor-
ney) was the dumping of illegal Class A drugs into 
Bermuda. Now, and I have said this before in this 
House, it was an agenda that was both deliberate and 
diabolic, and maliciously intended. But the dumping of 
Class A drugs will have had but one objective: to dis-
locate families, to stop a generation of Bermudians, 
and to spawn what we now have today as this awful 
state of gang violence, drug territory protection, killing 
of our lifeblood and young people in these internecine 
battles.  
 And I do not say this or reprise this develop-
ment in the 1970s with any embarrassment or apolo-
gy. The drugs . . . when I talk about the dumping of 
Class A drugs into this country, it was deliberate. It 
was dumping. It was organised, and it was funded. 

And it certainly was not funded by black traffickers. 
The young black traffickers who we found becoming 
connected with the arm of the law enforcement in this 
country were mere pawns in a funded—well-funded—
creation of the reality of purchasing Class A drugs in 
large quantities, at costs that could never be met by 
the small traffickers on the streets, but only by those 
who had the capital and funds to do it. It resulted in, 
as I say, this dire consequence that we face which, 
predictably, was going to result in this, and this is why 
it is so diabolical.  
 So, Mr. Speaker, the impact of this policy was 
to foment the breaking of a generation, to place 
stressors on the black working class and the growing 
black middle class. It was to degrade and postpone 
this 1970s development. Think about Radnor Road. 
Think about houses that were being built out of the 
incomes of our men and women who were involved in 
the hospitality industry, working hard, raising families, 
sending kids off to school, to university, with an ex-
pectation. These elements have come to a screeching 
halt. Today we see them occurring in an erratic fash-
ion and under the stress of the change of our society. 
This glide path of these progressive events on the 
Island that was developing in the 1970s, but was hav-
ing serious pressure being brought to bear on it, was 
an opportunity; it was the vision which we now seek to 
address in 2017 of creating more black producers, 
black entrepreneurs, black innovators who are occur-
ring across the country, to align with the existing Front 
Street entrepreneurs, the “Front Street Boys” as they 
are called, or the “Forty Thieves” . . . that was the pro-
spect that was possible, but which was postponed and 
then crushed. 
 So the vision, no wonder, in this 2017 Throne 
Speech articulated, reiterated between 1998, really, 
and up to the loss of Government 2012, is today man-
dated again by the voters of this country, our second 
mandate to carry on this vision. I am proud to stand 
here with my colleagues to deal with this mandate. I 
have no illusions about the fact that it must be a man-
date delivered in conditions that require the manage-
ment of the fiscal picture, but it must be done. And 
how should it be done? It is being done with the open-
ing days of this Government taking on the small mat-
ters and doing the small things that matter to people.  

People have said to me, post-election and 
during the election, just do the right things for people 
and they do not have to be large capital projects. Mr. 
Speaker, they cannot be large capital projects funded 
by or sponsored by government. It was not possible, it 
was not appropriate. It was thoroughly inappropriate 
and irresponsible for large capital projects to be 
mounted by the OBA Government in 2012. But prose-
cute them they did through the then Minister of Fi-
nance Bob Richards, the former Honourable Member 
of this House.  

I recall in one budget he laid out about 10 fis-
cal stimulus packages. We all remember them—some 
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type of litany. They included the America’s Cup, hotel 
construction. It included the waterfront in Hamilton 
build-up. It included . . . so, America’s Cup, hotel 
building, hotel construction, the waterfront . . . and 
obviously the Financial Secretary said to him, Well, 
Minister, you know, you cannot pay for this. None of 
this can be paid for by this Government because of 
the debt we face. And so that is why it was inappro-
priate. But despite these warnings by his civil servant 
handlers, he pressed on with the airport . . . Oh, the 
airport was obviously the other one. He pressed on 
with this airport deal. Certainly, he funded out of gov-
ernment coffers the America’s Cup deal. All of these 
things were irresponsible.  

And the airport deal, notwithstanding the sor-
cery of language that that former Minister of Finance 
sought to persuade us of—that it was costing us noth-
ing—is costing us a great deal; a great deal that we 
cannot afford. So, it is not to be done . . . that error is 
not to be committed. We get on with doing things that 
matter to people. I will list those things shortly in my 
presentation.  
 Mr. Speaker, the other spoke in the wheel 
dealing with competition, access to capital to invest is 
a right of both a right-thinking initiative or an aspirant 
in our country, and this has been an area where we 
have failed miserably. We have seen monopolies con-
tinue to thrive. We have seen banking institutions fail 
to make available capital and investment capital to 
other than the normal or traditional holders of the 
means of production in this country. Occasionally, se-
lectively they have made access to capital possible. 
And whether it is across the board of capital to build 
domestic housing or a commercial enterprise, our 
banks have singularly failed to be honest brokers, en-
couraging brokers, and encouraging institutions to 
aspirants of creating new producers of both capital 
and businesses in our country.  

This must change. This is part of our vision 
across former Replies to the Throne Speech in Oppo-
sition and Budget Replies. But we take it up in this 
Throne Speech, Mr. Speaker, happily on page six 
where we are looking at means—and I am glad to see 
it present—the best means by which to expand bank-
ing options available to Bermudians and to increase 
the opportunities available to finance their legitimate 
aspirations in society. They are pleasant words, but 
with sensible policymaking they can be crafted into a 
thorough, effective, strategic policy of identifying new 
sources of lending in our country so that the trials and 
tribulations and the unfairness, frankly, of banking 
practices today . . . to help drive innovation across 
members of this community who have deep and won-
derful and useful innovative ideas, plans to expand 
this economy to create more jobs and take advantage 
of and be given a lift with the absolutely necessary 
financing that is needed. 
 Mr. Speaker, what we also saw in this country 
in the 1970s, in addition to labour laws protecting our 

people, the growth of the black middle class, the 
growth of the labour classes in this country was a very 
significant development of a bank that was the Ber-
muda National Bank, or the Provident Savings and 
Loan Bank (it turned into the Bermuda National Bank). 
It was all consistent with the growth to which I have 
been referring. It was all consistent with the black re-
naissance, though certainly that was a renaissance 
which caused great consternation in this country and 
was later— 
 
An Hon. Member: Mr. Montague Sheppard. 
 
Hon. Michael J. Scott: Yes, Mr. Montague Sheppard 
behind it. It was an opportunity for black bankers, as 
directors and shareholders, to go home to their fami-
lies and say, Today we advanced the initiative in our 
banking operations along lines of progress. But what 
happened? That bank was eventually wound up.  

Also, on the scene encouraged by the bank-
ing band wave that was taking place was Sir John 
Swan, and his charter was executed to the point of 
readiness for implementation. But it is the clearest of 
evidence, Exhibit A, if you will, of the energy to crush 
these initiatives that Sir John’s charter was willingly by 
him bartered away. The bank that was in operation 
was wound up.  

But can we focus just on the 1970s and 1980s 
picture that was ours, that was once a reality in our 
country and has slipped away. The replacement, Mr. 
Speaker, the thing that has replaced it has been a 
most prominent display during the last four years 
where people have literally said we have been under 
siege. Remittances revolution is now commonplace. 
Remittances by foreign workers in our country living 
on slave wages here (but great wages in their coun-
tries) [which] are being sent back. These are the dis-
location`ns that we found.  

These are the reasons why the Opposition 
who now occupy that side of the House were rejected, 
because they were presiding over the virtual march 
away from the 1970s and the march away from the 
visions of the founding fathers and mothers of the 
Progressive Labour Party to such an extent that peo-
ple really have said that the country needs to be 
turned upside down.  

A young lady said just this to me: This coun-
try, Mr. Scott, go and make sure that you turn it upside 
down. Now, this was not a call to disruption. It was a 
reflection of how badly side up we currently have 
reached and that we need to be righted again. And to 
do it we have to turn this country upside down. We 
turned it upside down through these kinds of visions in 
the Throne Speech of 2017. 
 
The Speaker: Five minutes, Member. 
 
Hon. Michael J. Scott: My, how time flies.  
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So, Mr. Speaker, I said that the Throne 
Speech of 2017 represents reformation, a restatement 
of things we have been saying for many years and 
that we have an opportunity—thank you, Lord—for a 
second mandate from the voters of this country to de-
liver upon, and we must deliver upon it. We must not 
disappoint.  
 So, I was therefore pleased as I spoke about 
how we need not engage in irresponsible fiscal prac-
tices of trying to raise major capital projects and facili-
tating them. Something certainly must be done about 
the Aecon contract to claw it back. But to watch the 
Minister of Public Works and the Minister of Educa-
tion, the Minister of Health or the Minister of National 
Security start off on their 100-day programmes, the 
first of readying the infrastructure in our schools so 
that our children return to schools that make them feel 
proud, driven and stimulated to start their new year in, 
resonates with the mothers and fathers and caregiv-
ers of those children.  
 Mr. Speaker, to have watched the education 
strategy, the good thinking—and careful thinking, I 
trust will be the watch word—going into education, 
strategic reforms in this country . . . I have heard 
Members try to pour cold water on what we seek to 
do. As long as we think strategically and carefully 
about education reform in the country, we will come 
out good. 
 Mr. Speaker, close consultations with our un-
ions so that we ensure that part of our progressive 
legacy of ensuring that we uphold and champion the 
rights of workers has also been part of the opening 
100 days of all Ministers with those responsibilities—
the Minister of Home Affairs comes to mind, in particu-
lar. 
 Mr. Speaker, redressing and reversing drugs, 
guns and social and economic stressors in our coun-
try that were introduced in the 1970s—redressing it, 
removing it from our midst (Mr. Commissiong, the 
Member for Pembroke, was speaking of it) can take a 
number of iterations. It is not simplified by calling it 
gangs. The presence of drugs, the recent introduction 
of the presence of guns to enforce the drug deals and 
the social stressors that it has been placing on our 
community will be—must be—redressed . . . must be 
redressed . . . and that is the responsibility, frankly of 
the whole of the Executive, but it falls on the Minister 
of National Security to structure that response be-
cause family dislocation is not acceptable.  
 New sources of lending, new regulation of 
monopolies, better regulation of all, and good govern-
ance across all of Government, including of this 
House, has been set out on page 16 of the Throne 
Speech by the Minister for the Cabinet Office and 
Government reform, these are all good restatements 
of the way that we are going to use governance and 
good governance to ensure that we create the best 
platform for accountability in our country. 

 Banking practices certainly need to be looked 
at. The courts and the administration of justice, the 
constant use of and improvement of the mental health 
court and the drug court and the family court to deal 
with the recovery of children’s maintenance arrears, 
as the Attorney General has recently committed her-
self to, are all part of the vision. These are the im-
portant things, the little things that stabilise a nation 
and that cause a people to say we will continue to 
trust you. 
 Decriminalisation of the small amounts of 
cannabis when presented in this House and its policy 
was made clear to redress the unfair prosecution of a 
specialised sector of this community has been includ-
ed in this Speech. And so this reformation agenda of 
the Progressive Labour Party, Mr. Speaker, is our vi-
sion. The last administration put this country under 
considerable siege and, Mr. Speaker, I conclude in 
this way— 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Michael J. Scott: Is that it? 
 
The Speaker: You are going to hear the buzzer. You 
have about four seconds. 
 
Hon. Michael J. Scott: All right—four seconds? 
 
[Timer beeps] 
 
[Laughter] 
 
The Speaker: That is it. Thank you, Member, for your 
contribution. Does any other Member wish to contrib-
ute to the debate this evening? Any other Member? 
 I recognise the Member from constituency 2, 
the Honourable Kim Swan. Honourable Member, you 
have the floor. 
 
Mr. Hubert (Kim) E. Swan: And good evening, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Good evening to you. 
 
Mr. Hubert (Kim) E. Swan: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I would like to once again con-
gratulate your good self on your role here as Speaker 
of this Honourable Chamber.  
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Member. Continue on. 
 
Mr. Hubert (Kim) E. Swan: And I would like to also 
congratulate the Progressive Labour Party on an out-
standing victory at the polls. In fact, congratulate the 
people of Bermuda for seeing the wisdom of doing 
such.  
 I want to say this, Mr. Speaker— 
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The Speaker: Yes? 
 
Mr. Hubert (Kim) E. Swan: —from where we stand in 
life— 
 
The Speaker: Uh, uh, uh, uh. Quiet down. 
 
[Gavel] 
 
Mr. Hubert (Kim) E. Swan: I would consider . . . I 
would like to consider this my maiden speech. 
 
[Laughter] 
 
Mr. Hubert (Kim) E. Swan: I know some will say no, 
no, no, no. But I can remember my maiden speech 
was some 10 years ago . . . was actually the Throne 
Speech Reply. 
 
The Speaker: We will consider this your maiden 
speech on your return 
 
Mr. Hubert (Kim) E. Swan: And, indeed, I consider 
myself born again. And as those who believe in such 
know that you must cast yourself of past robes and 
clothe yourself according to new beliefs and philoso-
phies and principles. So, I consider myself born again, 
Mr. Speaker. And for my purposes, this is certainly a 
maiden speech 
 
The Speaker: You have been down in the water, eh? 
 
Mr. Hubert (Kim) E. Swan: I, Mr. Speaker, want to 
say that I myself, and also our Progressive Labour 
Party team, have spent four and a half years in the 
political wilderness. Contrary to how some would por-
tray that, I would say from one who has toiled in the 
political vineyards many years myself, personally, I 
know that the Progressive Labour Party did good work 
as an Opposition.  

A critical eye would look at the way in which 
the Progressive Labour Party held themselves, con-
ducted themselves on Parliamentary questions during 
the past four and a half years. It is my contention that 
they did as well as any Opposition in Bermuda’s histo-
ry during that period, Mr. Speaker.  

I listened on the radio. I never came up here, 
but I listened, and I was in awe of how prepared the 
Members were as they carried out the people’s busi-
ness. And those who are our detractors would have 
you think that the voters of this country are foolish and 
do not have a mind of their own, that they are sheeple 
and they drink Kool-Aid. Let me tell you, Mr. Speaker, 
as one who has been raised by many a hotel worker 
in this country as a young boy, by one who has been 
raised by many a carpenter or mason, as one who 
even when I sat on the other side looking into the sun 
has to give thanks and praise to the plumbers who 
gave me work, Mr. Speaker, I have to say that we 

have to take into consideration how the people of this 
country feel on issues, Mr. Speaker.  

I must say that I am . . . some people . . . my 
mate would say I am somewhat chafed by this Throne 
Speech, Mr. Speaker. I think it is a good one. I think 
when you look at the title in itself, it says “Building a 
Better and Fairer Bermuda.” Any inquiring minds have 
to ask themselves, Well, why would a Government 
coming in want to build a better and fairer Bermuda in 
the first place? And why would such a Throne Speech 
attract so much applause? Look, I have been around 
a little bit. I ran in 1983 when I was 25 years old. I did 
not get elected until I was 50 in 2007.  And the good 
Lord saw it fit for me to come back, reborn again, in 
2017.  

You tell me a time, Mr. Speaker, because you 
were around in 1980 and 1983 and 1989 and got in 
the House in 1989 . . . you tell me, Mr. Speaker, what 
other Throne Speech was so well received in the his-
tory of Bermuda? You tell me. And I want to say, Mr. 
Speaker, it was not because the Honourable Premier 
just came up with the words that resonated with the 
people. It is because for four and a half years and 
right through the election campaign we were connect-
ed with the people. And when you are connected with 
the people, Mr. Speaker, they will tell you what needs 
to be said. And that is something that I think that, you 
know, every Member of this House needs to take to 
heart.  

I want to commend one of the Opposition 
Members who spoke, the Honourable Member from 
up there in Southampton. She did not speak long, but 
she had a different tone—quite different than the tone 
of the Throne Speech [Reply] that drew many objec-
tions in the early stages, of which you had to speak to 
at the end, Mr. Speaker. I just want to say that we 
sometimes make the mistake of thinking that we know 
it all and the voters know nothing. Unfortunately, the 
governance that Bermuda experienced over the past 
four and a half years acted in that way, Mr. Speaker. 
They did not take to heart how the people felt. And as 
a consequence, one Honourable Member who spoke 
earlier said they had things in train. But on July 18th, 
from their perspective, it was a train wreck! And you 
would not expect us just to pick up that train wreck 
and go on the same train with that. No! Absolutely not. 
You have to take stock and we have a responsibility to 
the voters [who] voted us in and to those who did not 
as well, as [we] represent all people. 

But with all due respect, you would not have 
had the unprecedented protests in this country over 
the past four years simply because an Opposition 
wanted it. No. You had it because of the way in which 
the Government acted. Their actions spoke volumes 
and caused people . . . let me say this, Mr. Speaker. It 
is mentioned in our Throne Speech pointedly. It was 
December 2nd, in that . . . and I was very happy. I 
cheered when this was said. I believe it is in the early 
stages when the Throne Speech made reference to 
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December 2nd and revealed that it would be looked 
into.  

And it needs to be looked into comprehen-
sively. There is more unsaid than said, and we owe it 
to those persons. Let me tell you, Mr. Speaker, I knew 
many of the persons who were there found them-
selves nearly crushed. I would venture to say that the 
average age was older than me, and I go 60 soon. 
And so many persons in our community deserve to 
know what really went down that day. You know, you 
just cannot come here and ridicule in one breath what 
civil disobedience means and then quote Mahatma 
Gandhi in another voice—not to say that it was done 
so today. You know, Gandhi was a lawyer. He went 
around the world well-meaning, ended up in a place 
and found himself having to stand up against the sys-
tem. No different than persons who protested in Ber-
muda.  

While we might trivialise (or persons opposite 
may trivialise what those persons stand up for), let me 
remind persons that for the most part there were 
many issues, but when immigration in your country is 
done so that within a five-year period, Mr. Speaker, 
the people that elected one Government in 2012, the 
whole cosmetics (for use of a word), the whole de-
mographics of the electoral roll could be shifted to 
shift the balance . . . that is worth protesting for, Mr. 
Speaker. It is worth protesting for. And I am here to 
say that any jurisdiction would have found persons 
protesting if they knew that to be the case, especially 
those of us who sit here and know that all is not equal 
in Bermuda. It is not.  

I know, Mr. Speaker, having been one who 
has contested six elections over 35 years since 1983, 
that there are persons who sit in this House who know 
that whether or not they knock on doors, or are good 
canvassers, they are going to win. Some of us have 
never had that luxury, Mr. Speaker. Some of us have 
to travel a different uphill road. The path is tilted 
against some people. It is not equal. And whilst, you 
know, I may be fortunate enough to have been one to 
experience that unequal balance, it pales in compari-
son to those elders who are 75 and 80, and even the 
gentleman that was in this House today who is 101 
years [old] who knows what it really means to be up 
against an unlevel playing field.  

And whilst you keep going along doing the 
status quo and trivialising politics, we are politicians 
elected to do political business. If you want to do 
business, go work for your company or go form one. I 
say that respectfully, because we need businesses in 
our community. But politicians are elected to repre-
sent the political concerns of the people, and if you 
think governance in this country is ignoring those 
people, then you are doing them a disservice and you 
should take the advice of Mahatma Gandhi and go 
somewhere else and contribute— 

An Hon. Member: Hear, hear! 

Mr. Hubert (Kim) E. Swan: —as you told that Minister 
that was there helping him (some advice that a former 
Member of this House told me to tell some people 10 
years ago). Tell them to go somewhere else and help!  

I say that respectfully, Mr. Speaker, because if 
we are going to come here, we have to reflect reality. 
And reality is, Mr. Speaker, that on July 18th the 
shareholders of this company—the country . . . people 
understand that language more than they understand 
what they are actually doing. The shareholders of this 
country issued a mandate: Take what I feel to heart. 

And let me say this for persons who dare not 
respect the electorate of this country. This country is 
polarised. I have been saying this for years in private 
and in public forums. Okay? This country is polarised. 
It is polarised economically, it is polarised socially, we 
have 9 to 5 integration, okay? The people of this 
country who have really gone out of their way to inte-
grate is the black community. Look at all the institu-
tions in this country where blacks move towards, 
[then] our white cousins and brothers and sisters 
move away from. We have got to address this in a 
real way. We cannot have a country where 70 per 
cent of its people—not 70 per cent of its census (and 
that is another story for another day, you know, of Af-
rican descent), and you cannot look around economi-
cally and see that representative in any leadership 
places. It is not right. It is socially unhealthy. 

And you know often you used to hear persons 
say well we are better than my cousins down in St. 
Kitts and Anguilla. Well, when the hurricanes miss us 
and hit them we might be better off . . . but we are 
family. We are family and we have not really captured 
the essence of that family for cooperative economic 
purposes. And we need to look in that direction. We 
really do because we cannot have baby Zinzy coming 
up here in 10 or 15 years’ time talking about economic 
empowerment. We need to have young Dennis Lister 
III coming up here in 20 years . . . I remember those 
speeches of Member Commissiong. I remember the 
Honourable Swan, you know, following him. And I am 
proud to say that the Lister family has grown from just 
having an insurance agency to a big company in fi-
nance.  

You need to have dreams. You need to have 
a vision. Do not let nobody . . . young people, if you 
are listening today, do not let no one tell you that it is 
not good to have a vision or a dream. Where would I 
be without one? Lord help me, still up in White Hill 
playing euchre—good euchre, too. 

[Laughter] 

Mr. Hubert (Kim) E. Swan: Mr. Speaker, I would en-
courage persons coming here today in a role unlike 
that of which I am blessed enough to be able to help a 
Government for the first time in my political career. All 
my years in Opposition . . . now able to assist and 
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help a Government. And I am so happy to be on a 
backbench; very happy to be there. Carry the water; 
sit on the bench, if necessary. But let me say, it is time 
for . . . as people used to tell me, it is time for solu-
tions. It is time to take a page . . . and if you want an 
example, go back and look at some Throne Speech 
replies and some Budget replies from 1968 to 1997, 
as I did when I first came in the legislature, and look at 
the solutions that an Opposition put forward and the 
Government . . . there is nothing wrong with some 
good solutions and bringing them here and the Gov-
ernment taking them up. Nothing wrong with that. That 
is called politics.  

But let me start with this. Let me start with the 
Throne Speech and say Bermuda First Think Tank. It 
is a good opportunity for collaborative contribution, 
most necessary in Bermuda today, Mr. Speaker. It 
was one I am very proud to have participated in as 
Leader of a former Her Majesty’s Opposition, one in 
which I collaborated with, indeed with the former 
Premier of this country, Dr. Brown. Although we may 
have butted heads across the aisle, we worked col-
laboratively, and there are many things that you had 
to do to work through that because it was for the good 
of the country. 

And why was Bermuda First introduced in 
2008? Why? Because Bermuda went through the 
worst recession ever. The worst time! And through the 
efforts of the then head of HSBC at that time, and also 
the US Consul General at that time, Bermuda was 
able to enlist the assistance of all of the top execu-
tives in industry in Bermuda, international business 
and local business. That needs to happen again. And 
persons out there in the private sector hearing my 
voice, you heed to get on board and help this Pro-
gressive Labour Party the same way during this time 
because the remnants of that recession lingered on a 
long time. And those in political opposition, present 
speaker included, for political reasons would have had 
you think that, you know, to get to a billion dollars was 
all because of bad decision-making. No! If you go into 
a recession where companies start downsizing and 
exiting, it is easy for an Opposition to blame it on the 
Government.  

You know, one of my political mentors (I will 
not call his name) used to say, Listen, you are in Op-
position. You do not have to be responsible, you 
know. You know, tickle ’em up. But let us look at it. If a 
Government enters into deficit spending because of 
the worst recession that this country has seen for 30-
plus years . . . a quarter of a [billion] dollars times four 
is a billion dollars. Now, I am not saying that is how 
you got there, but I want you to know that there were 
contributing factors to that. And I am saying that in the 
context of Bermuda First. We need that type of col-
laboration today and we need it forthwith and we need 
the help of the Opposition to participate. 

Why would a country like Bermuda need a liv-
ing wage in the first place? There are too many ex-

amples of Bermudians working but not being able to 
make ends meet. Any person that comes to this coun-
try from overseas . . . one thing they know [is that] 
they are going to have somewhere to stay, they are 
going to have some insurance coverage, and if their 
family is back overseas they could work maybe 50, 60 
hours, get some sleep and go right back there. Any 
Bermudian trying to have a family is discouraged from 
doing that.  

We have got to address that in a real way. We 
cannot have a country where Bermudians cannot af-
ford to live in it. And after the worst recession and a 
Government that did not consider the people in the 
way in which it carried itself out that . . . in a way to 
convince people that they did something that said, 
Okay, we lowered the threshold of the tax you would 
pay . . . give me a break. That is not right. It has not 
been right, and so we, Mr. Speaker, really, really, real-
ly need to address this in a real way. 

Child and Family Services was mentioned in 
our Throne Speech and Financial Assistance. All of 
these intertwine in a real way. When your focus is on 
the people, you start to grapple with that it is just not 
one piece of legislation that can be brought. It is going 
to certainly take an ethos that ties into education that 
is going to address this. So when you have a Throne 
Speech, Mr. Speaker, that speaks to the fact that 
sporting clubs are going to know that they can receive 
some real assistance, some tangible assistance on a 
consistent basis . . . not just, you know, oh, wave my 
hand, I got the grant this year from the proceeds. No; 
a sustained support system. Then you can start look-
ing at the type of social services that need to plug into 
those types of organisations, Mr. Speaker.  

I know [from] knocking on doors there are 
workers in this country who can offer us a great deal 
of good valuable input, whether it be input through us 
in the backbench or [input] directly to the Minister, that 
is going to help this Government that cares about 
people address their real concerns because any fami-
ly that is living below the poverty line in this communi-
ty is really an at-risk family. And the statistics will show 
you that the middle class is shrinking every day. 
Shrinking! And when you have that happening in our 
society, Mr. Speaker, it puts us all at risk.  

The Honourable Member, Mr. Commissiong 
spoke, as well he should, in his constituency and that 
of the Honourable Whip, the Honourable MP Weeks, 
and MP Roban, and certainly on the outskirts of MP 
Brown’s constituency and others . . . the gang vio-
lence certainly has been in great proliferation and af-
fected those families. So, we certainly need to put our 
resources into combatting and making no apologies 
about being a socially conscious, socially minded 
Government because we are a labour party and work-
ing-class people have put us there. People who would 
bake cookies because they . . . if they could, they 
would write the cheque. The love offerings up and 
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down the country, Mr. Speaker, are what we need to 
appreciate. 
 Mr. Speaker, on that same vein, public trans-
portation, in my estimation was a candidate targeted 
for privatisation. Best way to privatise something or to 
rid yourself of something is to defund it! Defund it! And 
we need to certainly do what we can, and that has 
been mentioned here and certainly in our Throne 
Speech. Good governance, Mr. Speaker. And I know, 
Mr. Speaker, as you appointed me to one of your 
committees already (thank you), and good govern-
ance has featured in our Throne Speech, as a Mem-
ber of Parliament here I certainly look forward to par-
ticipating in good governance. We even have a Minis-
ter whose role is good governance, and she can count 
on me, the Honourable Member from constituency 3, 
St. David’s, Ms. Foggo, a long-serving Whip for the 
then-Government and the Opposition, now for the 
Government. A Minister in good governance can 
count on support in the implementation of a code of 
conduct, as necessary, parliamentary oversight com-
mittees . . . and, Mr. Speaker, let us not forget the 
CPA benchmarks that were introduced.   

I remember in another life tabling a motion to 
that effect, Mr. Speaker. It is important that we look at 
modernising our legislature to be able to provide the 
necessary support. We talk about the legacies of 
Bermuda. But it was not that long ago that the majority 
of persons that were in this House came from the aris-
tocracy. So, it was not necessary, really, Mr. Speaker, 
to have the type of machinery that is required today, 
where Members of Parliament come from diverse 
backgrounds—as they should! But, we certainly need 
for Members of this House to have the necessary 
support that is equivalent and consistent to what takes 
place in other jurisdictions. 
 And as I wind down, Mr. Speaker, let me just 
say— 
 
The Speaker: You have just under five minutes. 
 
Mr. Hubert (Kim) E. Swan: Oh, my time is impecca-
ble today. So why do you not just give me another 15, 
Mr. Speaker? 
 
The Speaker: Now, now . . . you are on line and 
length. Continue. 
 
[Laughter] 
 
Mr. Hubert (Kim) E. Swan: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, I 
am guided.  
 Mr. Speaker, in this Throne Speech I think the 
Honourable Premier was speaking directly to me.  
 
The Speaker: Mm-hmm. 
 
Mr. Hubert (Kim) E. Swan: Unhealthy foods and the 
impact that they would have on a community. More of 

us, Mr. Speaker, for whatever reason, can benefit 
from a change of mind-set when it comes to the 
choices of what our intake is.  

In a younger me (a long, long time ago), I was 
far more active in my sporting trade and was able to 
burn off all those calories and think twice about what 
the intake was as it related to that performance. But to 
change the mind-set of a country who does not con-
sume their foods with that in mind (of it being fuel for 
the body and the mind) . . . I think we have a chal-
lenge on our hands. Just yesterday I looked at a plate 
that had . . . I went to a function two nights ago as 
well. You know, there was the great macaroni and 
cheese, lots of cheese. There were two types of rice . 
. . and at that time, Mr. Speaker, you know where my 
mind went? Where is the potato salad? 
 
[Laughter] 
 
Mr. Hubert (Kim) E. Swan: And while I make light of 
that, Mr. Speaker, those of us who pass on those 
traits down the line are only fuelling future generations 
to be candidates for diabetes and other diseases that 
run rampant and are prevalent in our country, Mr. 
Speaker. And I really feel that the effort must be made 
to curb that, to make it more attractive for persons to 
appreciate the importance of walking instead of going 
there, and the importance of their diet.  
 
The Speaker: Yes. 
 
Mr. Hubert (Kim) E. Swan: And I speak from experi-
ence, Mr. Speaker, and I speak very seriously. It is a 
national problem, and we have to do our part. Even if 
it means that persons in an economic position may 
say you are hurting me. But you are hurting we, too 
and that is where our responsibility . . . 
 Mr. Speaker, in closing, tourism is a very im-
portant subject to me as a member of legislature and 
in my trade. And let me say, Mr. Speaker, that this 
little mention of encouraging more dwelling units and 
encouraging persons to turn a portion of their home 
into a dwelling unit, whilst it is also touted that it will 
create some construction work, it may very well be the 
type of solution that will help Bermudians get a greater 
stake in the tourism industry. Some 35 to 40 years 
ago up and down the country, Mr. and Mrs. Bermuda 
were a part of the tourism trade in that way and opted 
to move towards international company business for 
those long-term rental units that this brought. Today, 
with our greatest resource in tourism being our peo-
ple, bar none, we need a way to engage more people 
in the tourism industry. That is one way. And making 
sure that we see more Bermudians in management is 
another way. 
 Mr. Speaker, I see you looking at your clock. I 
just want to say thank you for allowing me this oppor-
tunity to give my version— 
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[Timer beeps] 
 
The Speaker: Well, Mr. Swan— 
 
Mr. Hubert (Kim) E. Swan: —of a maiden speech. 
 
The Speaker: —you managed your time very good.  

Any other Member? I see the Honourable 
Member Mr. Smith from constituency 31. Honourable 
Member, you have the floor. 
 
An Hon. Member: Maiden speech. 
 
The Speaker: This is his maiden speech, yes. 
 
Mr. Ben Smith: Mr. Speaker, I would like to speak 
directly to the sport— 
 
An Hon. Member: Microphone, microphone. 
 
Mr. Ben Smith: Mr. Speaker? 
 
The Speaker: Yes, go ahead. 
 
Mr. Ben Smith: I would like to speak to sport and the 
impact that sport has on the country. We cannot min-
imise the impact that sport can have on a society. 
Most countries have embraced the idea that sport has 
a very important role to play in a country.  

Obviously, we have heard a couple of times 
tonight people talking about the health benefits and 
the things that we need to be doing as a country be-
cause we have, in essence, a sick country; a country 
that needs to be healthier. They need to work out 
more. They need to get more active. That is some-
thing that we need to start at a young age. We need to 
have our kids engaged in sport.  

But it is not just the physical part of sport that 
is important. There are the ideas that can be given to 
young people by coaches, by people who are involved 
in a positive portion of their life. As somebody that has 
been working in sport for the last 24 years, I know that 
you can have a huge impact on a young person’s life. 
When you have this opportunity to stand up in front of 
young people and talk to them about what they can 
do, goal setting, commitment, dreaming about their 
future . . . I think it is important that we start to support 
the people that are doing this on a day-to-day basis.  

There are a lot of coaches and managers and 
officials that have volunteered a lot of time over the 
last generations for us to see the results that we have 
been seeing from a very small country on a world 
stage over the last few years. Bermuda, as a small 
country, has been punching way above its weight per-
forming in our region within our national sporting gov-
erning bodies across the world with world champions 
in multiple sports. There is now an opportunity for us 
to understand that we can build off of those success-
es.  

One of the mistakes that I believe has been 
made is a lot of times we look for our expertise from 
overseas. We have people in Bermuda who have 
been living this life, who have been working hard for 
Bermuda, representing the country well, teaching our 
young people. And we need to now start to have 
those people understand that they are supported. It is 
not just financially, but financially is important. 

The responsibility of sport has become even 
bigger because we have so many social ills in our 
country now. There are so many problems with our 
young people that we need to take this opportunity to 
have those young people understand that we have 
positive people in our country that can help them. So, 
my thought for this is that we have athletes that have 
gone around the world and have had great accom-
plishments worldwide. We need to spend time looking 
at those people to talk to the next generation.  

I will give you an example. Roy-Allan Burch, 
who accomplished more wins in swimming competi-
tion than any person who came before him. In his last 
year of competition, he blew out both of his knees. He 
could have given up, but he looked at it and said, I 
want to represent my country at the Olympic Games. 
It was the dream. I want to give back. I want the next 
person (as he would have said) in Somerset to realise 
that they can do what I am doing. Rather than making 
a choice to sit on the wall or hang out with the people 
that are doing what most of society is not looking for 
our country to do, he said, I want to represent the 
country at the highest level and be an example for the 
next generation. So, he fought back and he worked 
hard, and in a year he was able to hit the qualifying 
time.  

But we should be telling that story in our 
schools. He is an example to many of the positive im-
pact that can happen from people who grew up in this 
country, who worked hard and did everything that they 
could to get to the next level. But here we are. Multiple 
persons have asked him to speak in the US. He is 
travelling in different parts of the US to speak to young 
people in their country because they see the im-
portance of his message. What I am saying is we 
need to start to understand that this message . . . if 
you are a young person in Bermuda, it makes more 
sense for you to hear the message from somebody 
that grew up where you grew up, who lived what you 
lived. They understand all the struggles that it is going 
to take to get to that next level.  

We also need to make sure that we are giving 
the support to the people who are giving this tireless 
work. Without asking for accolades, they put in the 
time to make sure that our young people are going to 
be successful. We also need to make sure that we are 
in a situation where we hold up our athletes and 
young people that are doing well. We are more likely 
to see the bad decisions that are made. We are more 
likely to see the mistakes that are made than we are 
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to see the people that should be an example for the 
next generation. 

Mr. Speaker, I believe that we have a country 
that has a lot of young people who are looking for 
somebody to help them, to guide them to the next lev-
el. But with all the changes in our society, some of the 
coaches, some of the people who are working with 
our young people need now to have more guidance. 
They need more help. They need more support be-
cause they have to fill multiple roles. You are not just 
a coach anymore. You have to make sure that you are 
talking to them about nutrition, about strength and 
conditioning, the sport psychology. A lot of times you 
are the parent. You are making sure that they have 
got food. When you have that many things weighing 
down on these people that are giving this positive 
message to our next generation, we need to make 
sure that we are supporting them so that they have 
the energy to continue on that path.  

Mr. Speaker, most countries have figured out 
that sport can lead to great things within their country. 
The national pride that happens when a national team 
is representing Bermuda . . . anybody that has been to 
a football game when Team Bermuda is playing, any-
one that was at the America’s Cup and watched our 
Team Bermuda, which was brought together from dif-
ferent walks of life, from different sports and were 
challenged to reach the highest heights and were able 
to win against teams that had been training multiple 
years before them . . . you could see the pride in the 
country.  

Mr. Speaker, I believe that giving more sup-
port to sport and giving more support to the people 
that can give that positive message to our young peo-
ple is something that we should all be getting behind. 
Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member, for 
your comments. 
 
[Desk thumping] 
 
The Speaker: Does any other Member wish to 
speak? I recognise the Minister of Education. Minister, 
you have the floor.  
 
Hon. Diallo V. S. Rabain: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, 
and welcome. And thank you to the listening public 
that is tuning in to this very important Throne Speech 
debate.  
 But, Mr. Speaker, it is obvious. From where I 
stand it is almost impossible. As a matter of fact, it is 
virtually unfathomable to take anything that the Oppo-
sition has said today about education seriously. Unfor-
tunately, I find myself here having to waste time ad-
dressing erroneous statements. Unfortunately, if, 
when the Opposition was Government, they had actu-
ally taken the time to pay attention to education and 

the state of our infrastructure, we would not be here 
listening to the rubbish that they have produced.  

They have the temerity to stand here today 
and pollute our and the public’s ears.  
 
The Speaker: Keep it clean, keep it clean. 
 
Hon. Diallo V. S. Rabain: Do not worry, Mr. Speaker, 
I will bring it back. 
 
The Speaker: Okay, thank you. 
 
Hon. Diallo V. S. Rabain: I am just a little upset at 
what I actually had to read today. 
 
The Speaker: Stay on point. Keep it clean. 
 
Hon. Diallo V. S. Rabain: Mr. Speaker, the strategic 
plan that I spoke about this morning was initiated by 
the Board of Education. Again, I reiterate. If the former 
part-time OBA Education Ministers—I believe there 
were four in four and a half years—understood any-
thing about the Ministry, they would know that the 
Government cannot initiate the process. It starts at the 
Board of Education. So, to suggest that this plan be-
longs to the One Bermuda Alliance highlights the nar-
row sightedness that this Government had—this for-
mer Government had—and why they are not sitting as 
Government today. Mr. Speaker, this strategic plan 
belongs to the people of Bermuda, not the One Ber-
muda Alliance.  
 Mr. Speaker, something else stands out in 
their Throne Speech [Reply]. Why do we not look at 
page 12, Mr. Speaker? You know, the One Bermuda 
Alliance talks about they are disappointed that their 
efforts to install Wi-Fi in the school was not acknowl-
edged. Well, Mr. Speaker, let me fill my colleagues in. 
Let me fill in the listening public on the progress that 
the former administration did make with Wi-Fi so they 
can get the credit they rightfully deserve.  
 Mr. Speaker, you will know that in the 2017 
Throne Speech it was announced that Wi-Fi would be 
active in Purvis Primary and East End Primary by the 
beginning of the school year. Well, colleagues and 
listening public, Purvis and East End Primary put in a 
request for Wi-Fi in March 2017. It was installed under 
this Government. It went nowhere under that admin-
istration. And let me explain why they put in those re-
quests, Mr. Speaker.  

Purvis had wireless devices donated to them 
that sat in their computer lab useless because they 
did not have Wi-Fi to use them. At East End Primary, 
there is a student that is visually impaired that had a 
laptop donated for his use that required Wi-Fi. So, if 
the One Bermuda Alliance wants credit for what they 
did to install Wi-Fi, there you go. Take the credit. You 
did nothing. You did nothing for our children and they 
stayed with this equipment that required Wi-Fi from 
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March 2017 when they first requested it until Septem-
ber 2017 when this Government made it possible.  
 So, you know, when I read this, Mr. Speaker, I 
just wondered what was going on. But I can under-
stand. When you are a part-time Minister, when your 
Government gives part-time attention to the Depart-
ment of Education and the Ministry of Education, 
these are the types of things you produce, this . . . 
absolute rubbish. Mr. Speaker, putting this in [their 
Reply] is something they are just trying to score some 
political points with. But I am here today, unfortunate-
ly, having to tell the truth of what really, really had to 
happen. 
 So, Mr. Speaker, again, in the Throne Speech 
[Reply] on page 12, [says that] the OBA Government 
had entered into an agreement with a new wireless 
Internet company to provide Wi-Fi services to all of 
our schools. Mr. Speaker, this is not only erroneous, it 
is completely incorrect. There is no agreement that 
exists. But I will let the public know what they are re-
ferring to. So, let me address that statement.  
 Mr. Speaker, the previous administration was 
approached by a new Internet company called Blue-
wave who presented them with a proposal to put Wi-Fi 
in our schools—a proposal, not an agreement, a pro-
posal, Mr. Speaker. Nothing was signed. I repeat, 
nothing was signed. In fact, Mr. Speaker, two other 
companies have approached the Ministry of Education 
with a proposal.  
 But, Mr. Speaker, when I came into this posi-
tion and we talked about . . . the first thing I asked is 
What is going on with this Wi-Fi? I heard about Blue-
wave, blah, blah, blah, and then the other companies 
came on board. But guess what, Mr. Speaker? The 
first thing I asked for, as any intelligent Minister would 
ask for, is What is our Internet policy within our 
schools? To my surprise there is not one. It does not 
exist. So, we cannot put unfettered Internet access 
within our schools without an Internet and Wi-Fi policy 
in place.  

In fact, when this Government—who intends 
to follow every single rule . . . and we will get to not 
following the rules as I see the Member leaving the 
Chamber, we will get to that . . . When we follow the 
rules, the rule is that when we get unsolicited pro-
posals, we send them to the Office of Project Man-
agement and Procurement and they came back and 
said—what? Guess what they said? We cannot judge 
any of these proposals because you do not have an 
Internet policy. So, Mr. Speaker, that is what we are 
working on, an Internet policy, because under the pre-
vious Government we would have had services in-
stalled without any sort of checks and balances in 
place to ensure that the service being installed was 
delivering exactly what we wanted it to deliver, and 
that is an enhanced education product.  

So, continue to print erroneous statements 
like this. Continue. That is the reason why you are 
sitting over on that side. 

 Now, Mr. Speaker, I understand in the rush to 
produce an election ploy, you know there were hasty 
movements to get this Internet, to say We are doing 
something, after hearing [the PLP] say Why do we not 
have Internet in our schools, why do we not have In-
ternet in our schools? As our Throne Speech stated, 
Mr. Speaker, we will have Wi-Fi Internet installed in all 
of our primary schools and middle schools by the end 
of the school year, period. And it will be done properly. 
It will be done according to the law, and it will be not 
done because we know someone who knew some-
body who might want to install antennas on our 
schools.  
 Now, Mr. Speaker, a lot has been said about 
the state of our schools and about our infrastructure. 
As we stated, we will conduct a comprehensive build-
ing survey of our schools—a proper building survey. 
Anyone who is in construction, anyone who is an en-
gineer, anyone who knows anything about buildings 
[knows that] a proper building survey is not a cursory 
report, as the school report was. And I knew we were 
going to hear about the school report, Mr. Speaker, 
because that is their shining glory. But what they do 
not realise, and what they have not realised, and what 
they probably would never realise, [is that] the school 
report . . . and when I say try to use the school report 
to close schools, there is a reason why it failed. It 
failed because it is not a report that talks about what 
truly needs to be done with the infrastructure. It pre-
sents no data of what needs to be done, what it will 
cost to do it and how it can be done.  

Until we produce that, all we are doing is 
spinning our wheels. We need solid evidence to give 
to people to say what is it going to cost to bring this 
school up to scratch. That is what we need. Not a po-
litical report that was done for political ends that, like 
most things that the now-Opposition presented when 
they were Government, failed. Simply failed.  
 Like I said, Mr. Speaker, we will be doing 
things by the law. We will be doing things within the 
remit of the parameters that we have been given. 
Right now we are dealing with a case, Mr. Speaker, 
where apparently someone on that side, one of the 
Members on that side and then two of them (one in 
the Chamber, one has left) decided it was okay to 
verbally give a school agreement to say Go do those 
renovations, we will find you money. They are no 
longer the Government now and the schools now find 
themselves scrambling to find money for the repairs 
that someone over there verbally told them go ahead 
and do—over $200,000 worth of repairs, Mr. Speaker. 
Not one Cabinet paper put together—not one. Look at 
the estimates . . . just go do it and we will find the 
money. That is the type of opposition we had when 
they were in Government. They talk about this side 
and the way we manage our finances. That is what 
they were doing and that is what they were caught 
doing, with their pants down, Mr. Speaker. 
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 Mr. Speaker, our schools will be inspected 
properly. Our schools will have proper health and 
safety inspections done. Our schools will have proper 
maintenance done, and our parents, our teachers and 
our students will be very confident to know that they 
walk into schools knowing that their health and safety 
has been protected by this Government.  
 Mr. Speaker, education is not a joke. Educa-
tion is an area that needs to be taken very seriously. 
The fact that we have had four Ministers in four and a 
half years from that side indicates how serious they 
take the education of our children. This Government 
has committed to education and putting the resources 
behind what needs to be done, and I make no apolo-
gies for that. Our students will get the best. Our stu-
dents will get the best that we can afford to give them. 
For far too long our students have been the recipient 
of inadequate resources due to the previous admin-
istration’s desire not to put our children first.  
 Mr. Speaker, on July 18th that side was ren-
dered a verdict. A verdict that said we do not like what 
you do. We do not like how you have done it and we 
want change. When I read this . . . no lessons were 
learned. They did not understand that they were un-
ceremoniously dumped from Government. They are 
probably going back . . . when we used to say they will 
be a one-term Government if they continued down the 
path and they have not reflected on that. The only 
good thing they have done, Mr. Speaker, is recognise 
that that party will never, ever win with the former 
leader that they have. He is now what, 5-0 as a leader 
of a party in elections? Is it 5-0 now? 0-5?  
 
An Hon. Member: [In] 2007. 
 
Hon. Diallo V. S. Rabain: What 2007? 2014, 2015, 
2016, 2017. He cannot even get a referendum right. 
Well, we know that narrative.  
 Mr. Speaker, we owe our students 
100 per cent. We owe our students 100 per cent of 
everything that we can do to make sure that they have 
the best start in life, and this Government is the Gov-
ernment to do that. Everything that I have read in this 
statement highlights what the previous administration 
did in their four and a half year experiment as Gov-
ernment. Nothing has been said today that can even 
begin to suggest that they have learned a lesson, and 
they have learned a lesson from that spectacular de-
feat that they suffered on July 18th.  
 Mr. Speaker, after hearing our Throne Speech 
and the Opposition’s Reply, I am confident that the 
listening public are even more certain that they made 
the best decision that they could ever make on Ju-
ly 18th. It is time for our students to come first and that 
time is now. 
 Mr. Speaker, the PLP has clearly demonstrat-
ed that they are the one Government that has commit-
ted to do so, and they have always continuously 
committed to being the Government that will put our 

children first. That is why, Mr. Speaker, I am happy to 
stand here and say Dellwood Middle School will be 
open on Monday and all rooms that were deemed, or 
ignored, by the previous administration have been 
certified as safe for human occupancy. That is what 
we are about, Mr. Speaker, putting the shoulder to the 
wheel and do what needs to be done for the children 
of Bermuda and their education. Something that that 
side cannot even begin to hang their hat on and say 
that they even tried, Mr. Speaker. 
 Thank you. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister.  

Does any other Member wish to speak? I now 
recognise the Honourable Member, Mr. Cole Simons, 
from constituency 8. Mr. Simons, you have the floor, 
Honourable Member. 
 
Mr. N. H. Cole Simons: Thank you very much. Thank 
you very, very much. 
 Mr. Speaker, I had planned to start my 
presentation on a different matter, but as the Minister 
of Education has just spoken, I think I will just go di-
rectly to Education. The way he spoke, one would be-
lieve that the public school education is not producing 
anything positive at all. Truth be told, a number of stu-
dents within our public school systems, be they pri-
vate school, preschool, middle school and secondary 
schools, are doing really, really well. Can we do things 
better? Absolutely, we can do things better, Mr. 
Speaker. But, people would lead us to believe that our 
schools are not getting any resources. You would be 
led to believe that nothing is being done to advance 
the academic standards of this country.  

If you went to the graduation classes, if you 
went to Berkeley’s graduation, like I did, if you went to 
CedarBridge’s graduation, like I did . . . our school 
output measures are phenomenal. We have young 
people going to universities and world-class institu-
tions—world-class institutions—in Canada, the US, 
and the UK. Mr. Speaker, those students have met 
international standards. Mr. Speaker, if you look at the 
Bermuda College, you have the dual enrolment. We 
have young people who are getting associate degrees 
before they get their high school degrees. Again, a 
testament to what is going on in our public school ed-
ucation.  

So, I have listened to the Minister, and he can 
come down hard all he wants. But look at the output 
measures and tell me how you intend to improve 
them.  
 Mr. Speaker, the gentleman, the Minister of 
Education, in his Throne Speech talked about the 
middle school and how they are going to possibly 
phase it out over time. Well, Mr. Speaker, tell me . . . 
you tell me what empirical evidence this Minister has 
brought to this House or presented to the people of 
this country that would demonstrate that middle 
schools are not positive for our young people. What is 
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happening to the students in our middle schools? Are 
they not up to scratch? Are the schools not perform-
ing? And if they are not performing, what support are 
you providing them to ensure that the middle school 
system that we have in place produces outcomes that 
will get the best for our middle school students? I 
would like to hear that.  

You cannot say you are going to look at elimi-
nating middle school and then present no empirical 
evidence that they are damaging our young people’s 
academic careers, Mr. Speaker. And, if you are not 
satisfied, I think it is incumbent upon you as the Edu-
cation Minister to ensure that those schools get the 
support, that those teachers get the support that they 
can basically provide the output and the quality of ed-
ucation that is needed for our middle school students. 
 So, I ask the Minister to revisit and provide 
more meat on the bones so that this community can 
understand why they feel it is a necessity to phase out 
our middle school tuition and education. 
 Mr. Speaker, we cannot talk about education 
without talking about teachers. Mr. Speaker, teachers 
are an integral part of education, as we all know. And I 
think they need more support as well, Mr. Speaker. I 
have to admit, I sat in the Ministry of Education as the 
Minister for four or five months, and it was an eye-
opening experience for me. The Minister talked about 
part-time Ministers. Well, this part-time paid Minister 
did a full-time job and spent full-time hours in that 
seat.  
 
An Hon. Member: Amen. 
 
Mr. N. H. Cole Simons: So, what you do in your full-
time, I did in my part-time pay.  
 
[Laughter] 
 
[Desk thumping] 
 
Mr. N. H. Cole Simons: Mr. Speaker, let us get back 
to the teachers. Mr. Speaker, I am very sympathetic 
with the teachers in that the collective bargaining 
agreement has taken quite a while to consummate. 
Mr. Speaker, like other professions, these professions 
should be honoured. There should be dignity brought 
to this profession. And in my humble opinion, I cannot 
understand why it has taken so long for the teachers 
and the unions and the stakeholders to agree on this 
collective bargaining agreement year after year after 
year after year. 
 
Hon. Diallo V. S. Rabain: Point of order. 
 
The Speaker: Member from constituency . . . would 
you please yield? 
 Minister, you have a point of order? 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
 
Hon. Diallo V. S. Rabain: Yes, Mr. Speaker, the point 
of order is I want the former Minister to explain to us 
how he can make that statement when the teachers 
issued a work to rule under his Ministry when he was 
in charge which was lifted under this administration.  
 
The Speaker: Thank you.  

Member from constituency 8, Mr. Cole Si-
mons, you have the floor. Continue. 
 
Mr. N. H. Cole Simons: I will continue because that 
just does not warrant a response.  
 
An Hon. Member: Amen. 
 
[Laughter] 
 
Mr. N. H. Cole Simons: Mr. Speaker, at the end of 
the day, we are in the 21st century and we have to 
basically have international teaching standards. And I 
believe that we need to do more to improve the 
standards with the input of our teachers, with mentor 
teachers, we need to have high performing teachers 
and we have to have programmes that provide sup-
port and get the best out of our teachers. I have heard 
very little in the Throne Speech in supporting our 
young teachers.  

In addition, I would like to ask the Government 
to consider a professional development centre for our 
teachers and administrators where they can get pro-
fessional development, tailored training, and provide 
resources where they can grow and be the best that 
they can be. Again, not a thing mentioned in the 
Throne Speech on professional development, profes-
sional development centres— 
 

POINT OF CLARIFICATION 
 
Hon. Diallo V. S. Rabain: Point of clarification. 
 
Mr. N. H. Cole Simons: —for teachers and adminis-
trators. 
 
The Speaker: Will you yield, Member?  
 Minister, you have a point of order? 
 
Hon. Diallo V. S. Rabain: Yes, Mr. Speaker— 
 
The Speaker: Point of order or point of clarification? 
 
Hon. Diallo V. S. Rabain: Point of clarification. If the 
Minister would be so kind as to go and read our plat-
form it spoke to schools of excellence for teachers. 
So, it is something that is on our radar. The Throne 
Speech is something that can be accomplished within 
the 12 months that go between Throne Speeches, Mr. 
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Speaker, and we are only going to put things in there 
that we know we can accomplish—unlike that side— 
 
The Speaker: All right, thank you. 
 
Hon. Diallo V. S. Rabain: —that they did not accom-
plish at all. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Minister. 
 Mr. Simons, please continue. 
 
Mr. N. H. Cole Simons: That gets to my point. If we 
are talking about education, a key component of edu-
cation is the teacher. And the teacher should have as 
much prominence and priority as the students and the 
plans. And, so whatever you do in the first year— 
 
Hon. Diallo V. S. Rabain: Point of clarification. 
 
Mr. N. H. Cole Simons: —somewhere in there should 
be a plan for the development and support of our 
teachers. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Imputing improper motives] 

 
Hon. Diallo V. S. Rabain: Point of order— 
 
The Speaker: Mr. Simons, hold on. Mr. Simons, are 
you going to yield? 
 Minister, your point of order? 
 
Hon. Diallo V. S. Rabain: Point of order is the speak-
er is imputing improper motive. That Member is imput-
ing improper motive. If the Member would remember 
the strategic plan, if he was actually at the Ministry he 
would remember— 
 
The Speaker: Make your point. 
 
Hon. Diallo V. S. Rabain: —the strategic plan speaks 
exactly to what he is talking about within the first year 
of implementation.  
 
The Speaker: Member, continue. 
 
Mr. N. H. Cole Simons: Thank you, thank you. 
 
[Laughter] 
 
Mr. N. H. Cole Simons: Thank you very much. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Mr. N. H. Cole Simons: But as he said, if this was 
important for education, teachers should be having 
more prominence in the first year of the PLP Govern-
ment. If you believe that this should be part of the 
strategic plan, you can say in your Throne Speech, 

Teachers, we have not forgotten you, we are working 
with you in the strategic plan and the issues that are 
important to you will come out in the plan. But again, 
no mention in the Throne Speech about what they are 
doing to support our teachers to get the best of our 
teachers and position our teachers to be the best that 
they can be. 
 
Some Hon. Members: Point of order. 
 
Mr. N. H. Cole Simons: So, he can talk about his 
manifesto all he wants. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
The Speaker: Hold on, hold on.  

Member, Mr. Simons, are you going to yield?  
Okay, your point of order? 

 
POINT OF ORDER 

[Imputing improper motives] 
 
Hon. Diallo V. S. Rabain: Once again, that Member 
is imputing improper motive. Again, if he could read, 
and if he did understand anything he would see in the 
Throne Speech it says the strategic plan will be im-
plemented by September 2018 and he would know 
that the first year of the plan involves raising teacher 
standards. When you are a part-time Minister, you 
would not understand these things. 
 
The Speaker: Minister, Minister, when you make your 
point, just stay on to the point. You do not need the 
side little comments in this debate. 
 
Mr. N. H. Cole Simons: Mr. Speaker, Mr. Speaker— 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Mr. N. H. Cole Simons: Mr. Speaker, this— 
 
The Speaker: Excuse me, take your seat, Minister. 
 Madam Opposition Leader, do you have a 
comment you would like to make to me? 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: I beg your par-
don? 
 
The Speaker: Do you have a comment you would like 
to make to me as a Speaker? 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: I was speaking to 
myself. 
 
The Speaker: Oh, well, if you speak to yourself, say it 
so the rest of us do not hear it, please. Thank you. 

I did ask the Minister when he was on his feet 
to stick to his point. Do not make side comments that 
are not necessary to make his point of order. Did I? It 
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does not need your comment to support what I have 
to say. 
 Thank you.  

Mr. Simons, continue. 
 
Mr. N. H. Cole Simons: Mr. Speaker, as the Minister 
has just indicated, the strategic plan is not finished. 
The strategic plan is still developing. So, how can one 
say this is what we are going to provide the teachers 
with in the strategic plan when it is currently being 
drafted? It has not yet been finalised, so how can he 
get up and say this will be done for the teachers in 
2018 knowing fair well that it is still being developed—
input is still being drafted in addition to having all 
these public meetings, and so it is not final. So, noth-
ing— 
 
[Gavel] 
 
Mr. N. H. Cole Simons: —nothing has been present-
ed to demonstrate that the teachers have been ad-
dressed at this point during the Throne Speech de-
bate. It has been silent and we will assume nothing, 
and that is why I am presenting this issue the way I 
am presenting it. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Mr. N. H. Cole Simons: Mr. Speaker, the same thing 
applies to our principals. We want to support and we 
encourage the Government to support our principals. 
We want to encourage them to embed service stand-
ards throughout their schools and the departments. 
We want performance goals, and we want to ensure 
that those schools are run with efficiency and that the 
teachers are accountable and the principals are ac-
countable for good performance. And that may mean 
giving principals more autonomy. It might mean allow-
ing them to consider hiring their own staff. It might 
mean basically having principal mentorship pro-
grammes.  

You have new principals, you have experi-
enced principals, you have principals that have been 
around for years, and I think people would learn 
quicker and have a better in-depth knowledge of what 
is expected of them if they had a robust principal men-
torship programme. So, I encourage the Minister to 
look at that as well. 
 The STEAM programme, as was said in the 
Opposition response, Mr. Speaker, we agree that it 
should be given at the primary school. We want to 
applaud the Bermuda College for supporting trades 
and the STEAM programmes. We know the STEAM 
programme is already in the middle schools. We know 
they are also in the secondary schools. So, we have 
no objection to the Government presenting the 
STEAM programmes in the primary school. 
 As for Bermuda College, we would like to see 
them have more articulation programmes, and we 

would also encourage the Government to give the 
college support so that they can have a broader selec-
tion of bachelor’s degrees and master’s degrees is-
sued from Bermuda though various articulation pro-
grammes from world-class universities here that are 
interested in working with our Bermuda Government. 
 Mr. Speaker, the other issue that I would like 
to raise is the issue of preschools. Mr. Speaker, I 
would also encourage the Government to consider . . . 
and I think it is going to probably be, it may be, in the 
strategic plan. We may consider having a curriculum 
for preschools so that when our young people transi-
tion to primary schools through some performance 
standard, there are behavioural criteria, there are 
some academic standards that have been met, so the 
students go into primary school better prepared.  

As we know, the foundation years are truly the 
foundation years and form the cornerstone for the rest 
of our young people’s education. As a consequence, 
we encourage the Government to have a preschool 
curriculum. In addition, we also encourage all four-
year olds to be registered in a Bermuda preschool so 
that these young people can have the best foundation. 
There is a creative curriculum that encourages and 
develops creative thinking, cognitive thinking, and 
confident thinkers. Again, this is all embedded in the 
preschool curriculum, and we encourage the Govern-
ment to continue with that. I know that a number of 
schools have started that and I want to applaud them 
for the work that is being done in that space. 
 Now, I would like to address some of the is-
sues that were raised specifically. The Minister spoke 
about Wi-Fi, and I have to admit a couple of points I 
give him credit for. But when it came to Bluewave, I 
never said that we had a contract. I said we had an 
agreement. They came to us, we agreed in principle 
that we would work with them in exchange for an arm 
on the tower, and they said as part of the remunera-
tion package they would basically provide free Wi-Fi 
to our schools. It was an agreement in principle and 
more work was being done to develop a contract. 
 
Hon. Diallo V. S. Rabain: Point of clarification, Mr. 
Speaker. 
 
Mr. N. H. Cole Simons: No, I am not— 
 
The Speaker: The Member has chosen not to yield 
this time. Let him continue his point. 
 
Mr. N. H. Cole Simons: Because I am explaining 
what happened. We had an agreement in principle 
with Bluewave, and the Government and I had 
charged the Ministry of Education to draft up a con-
tract so that it could be final. When I left, that contract 
had not been completed. And so, yes, I agree that 
there was no contract; but there was an agreement in 
principle to move forward, and that is what I am 
speaking to. 
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 You also mentioned the Internet policy, the 
Wi-Fi— 
 
Hon. Diallo V. S. Rabain: Point of order. Point of or-
der. 
 
The Speaker: We will take your point of order.  
 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Imputing improper motive] 

 
Hon. Diallo V. S. Rabain: Again, the Member speak-
ing is imputing improper motive. There is no agree-
ment in place. There was nothing signed. 
 
The Speaker: Minister, Minister— 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
The Speaker: Minister, Minister, Minister, I think the 
former Minister was trying to give an explanation. He 
did agree that there is not a signed contract in place. 
He is giving his explanation as to where it was when 
he left. I was trying to let him finish so that we can get 
a full explanation on that. Can we let him finish so that 
we can get a full explanation? 
 Thank you. 
 
Mr. N. H. Cole Simons: As I said, in business, before 
you enter a contract officially you have to have an 
agreement on something, and an agreement in princi-
ple on what will be covered in the contract. And, so, 
as I said— 
 
Hon. Diallo V. S. Rabain: Point of order. There is no 
agreement in principle. 
 
The Speaker: I have not recognised . . . I have not 
recognised your point of order, Minister. So please do 
not continue. I am trying to let the [Member] get 
through this so that I can get an understanding be-
cause I know you have concern. If he can explain it 
maybe we can get a better judgment on what he is 
saying before you jump up the next time. I am just 
trying to get him through his explanation. 
 
Hon. Diallo V. S. Rabain: I do apologise, Mr. Speak-
er, but he— 
 
The Speaker: That is all. 
 
Hon. Diallo V. S. Rabain: —he did say . . .  
 
The Speaker: Thank you, thank you. 
 
Mr. N. H. Cole Simons: Now, let me move on to an-
other point. So, I am not going to waste more time 
trying to repeat myself because it is taking up my time. 

 The other issue that the Minister just raised is 
that there was no Internet policy or Wi-Fi policy in 
school, and that is what he was working on, and he 
was asking how we can have all these services pro-
vided if we did not have an Internet policy or Wi-Fi 
policy. Well, I acknowledge that makes sense. But 
Berkeley Institute already has Internet and Wi-Fi. Ce-
darBridge has Internet and Wi-Fi, and you just said 
Purvis and East End Primary will have Internet and 
Wi-Fi shortly. So, how is it that they can have those 
services and yet there is still no Internet policy, as you 
said? 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Mr. N. H. Cole Simons: No, you have had your time. I 
am continuing, because I do not want to run out of 
time.  
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Mr. N. H. Cole Simons: Not right now, thank you. 
 
The Speaker: Minister, if you are not speaking to the 
Chair, you have to keep your comments to yourself 
please. Thank you. 
 
Mr. N. H. Cole Simons: Thank you very much. 

Now, I would like to just briefly go through 
some of the comments in the Throne Speech that are 
not related to my Ministry that I thought I would com-
ment on. 
 On page 3, you spoke to the “Government will 
increase Bermuda’s outreach around the globe by 
staffing the empty Washington DC office and increas-
ing engagement with the European Union . . .” We 
had the Washington [DC] office staffed before. That 
Government did not feel that the output from that of-
fice was up to scratch. In addition, if we are to do it 
again, this time we need to have people in Washing-
ton [DC] who are connected to the top tier of Govern-
ment.  

What I noted from my time in my Govern-
ment’s tenure is that most of the meetings that are 
arranged in Washington [DC] were arranged by Cabi-
net Ministers and business people here in Bermuda 
and they made the contact in Washington [DC] them-
selves or they made contact through their contacts in 
Washington [DC]. Historically, the Washington [DC] 
office has not been effective in allowing the shakers 
and movers of Bermuda to reach and get maximum 
benefit from the shakers and movers of the US Gov-
ernment.  
 Now, they also said on the same page that 
they were going to re-establish the Bermuda First 
Think Tank. Mr. Speaker, I remember when the Ber-
muda First Think Tank started, and I thought it was a 
splendid idea. We had all the business titans, all the 
heads of industry involved, all these various subcom-
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mittees, and it was fabulous. Things progressed, they 
made recommendations, and now most of the mem-
bers have said that wasted their time because nobody 
was interested in implementing the recommendations 
that they spent hours and hours and hours of time on 
for the betterment of this country. They did report after 
report after report after report, and nothing was done 
with it. And so, if they are going to reinstitute the Ber-
muda First Think Tank, I think you need to make a 
commitment to being open-minded enough to accept 
the recommendations that they have put forward for 
the betterment of Bermuda. 
 The other issue that I would like to speak to, 
Mr. Speaker, is the banking options. You know, I am a 
banker by profession. So I declare my interests. I 
would like to have seen more details on how they are 
going to provide more banking options so that we can 
increase opportunities and finances for Bermudians, 
legitimate aspirations in our society. I would love to 
hear more details on that.  

I welcome the bipartisan committee on immi-
gration. In fact, I am prepared to lend my support 
should I be invited. 

As for the issue of . . . I spoke to the middle 
schools already. Bear with me, Mr. Speaker. Oh, the 
sugar tax. The sugar tax, I think, warrants some merit 
but I would like to have more details. I know most 
sugar taxes address fizzy drinks. So, what happens 
with candy? What happens with chocolate? What 
happens with, you know, grocery stores that bring in 
chocolate pies? What happens with grocery stores 
that bring in, you know, fine desserts? Again, are they 
going to be covered under this sugar tax? So, again, I 
would like to have more details on that. In principle, I 
think it has some merit and I think it is worth continu-
ing.  
 The other issue that I would like to address is 
the decriminalisation of cannabis. That is an interest-
ing issue because you know a lot of that was driven 
by the stop lists (last time I said the blacklist, but the 
stop list). And, I had a chat with a senior US Govern-
ment official and they indicated to me that the US 
Government had not taken an opinion on whether de-
criminalising cannabis possession for amounts less 
than seven grams, the Government has not said that 
that would remove the challenge that we face with the 
stop list. They have not had an opinion; they are stud-
ying it. So I am just hoping that the stop list is not the 
primary reason for decriminalising cannabis. Because 
if it is, it may not bear the fruits that they expect from 
the US Government. And this is based on a comment 
that I had with a senior US official, because they have 
not taken an opinion on it at all. 
 Mr. Speaker, again, thank . . . oh, govern-
ance. The Honourable Member from St. George’s 
touched upon the point that was near and dear to my 
heart. And that is the CPA [Commonwealth Parlia-
mentary Association] benchmarks. Now, on page 16 
we spoke quite a bit about governance, including con-

duct of parliamentarians. But as former chairman of 
the Parliamentary Governance Reform Committee, I 
am hoping that this section will bring legislation to the 
House that will provide more independence to Parlia-
ment so that we can meet our CPA benchmarks. I 
understand that the legislation is three-quarters of the 
way through, and I look forward to the day that it will 
come to the House so that we can truly refine the 
democratic and principles of governance to Parlia-
ment. So, again, I look forward to that and if I can con-
tinue to play an integral role in helping make that a 
reality in this country, I make myself available to make 
it happen. 
 With those few words, Mr. Speaker, I will now 
take my seat and thank you for the time. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Honourable Member. 

Does any other Honourable Member wish to 
speak? I recognise the Honourable Member from 
Warwick [South Central], Mr. Tyrrell. 
 Mr. Tyrrell, you have the floor. Mr. Tyrrell, you 
are the 12th speaker, so we are one-third through the 
Members today on this debate. 
 
Mr. Neville S. Tyrrell: Well, better to be 12th than last, 
I guess. Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, let me firstly congratulate you on 
your ascendency to the seat. I wish you well and I am 
going to make a promise to you that you will not have 
any problem with me. 
 
The Speaker: I appreciate that. 
 
Mr. Neville S. Tyrrell: You will never have to throw 
me out. 
 Mr. Speaker— 
 
The Speaker: I will hold you to that. 
 
[Laughter] 
 
Mr. Neville S. Tyrrell: Mr. Speaker, let me start my 
presentation, if you will allow me to read it, with a 
quote from Mahatma Gandhi. “The true measure of 
any society can be found in how it treats its most vul-
nerable members.”  

I may have to say that again as I go through 
my presentation, but I certainly rose, Mr. Speaker, to 
say that I came here today with great anticipation 
knowing full well (having seen the Order Paper) that 
we were going to get a Reply to the Throne Speech 
from the Opposition. And I have been greatly disap-
pointed. I say greatly disappointed because . . . and 
again, please allow me to read from it, from page one, 
third paragraph, it says, “We have committed to work-
ing along” . . . no, no, no, I want to start even further. 
Paragraph one, I will just read a few lines. It says, “in-
competence of the prior PLP administration which re-
sulted in a mammoth financial hole . . .”. Then they go 
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onto paragraph three, “We have committed to working 
along with the Government, and to afford them sup-
port for those programmes and policies that are 
deemed to be for the better good of the country, a 
courtesy that was exhibited infrequently while they 
were in opposition.” Still on page one, and then I hear 
“which was short on real solutions and long on stud-
ies.” They were talking about our Throne Speech.  
 Mr. Speaker, they left me on page one. That 
is where I stopped right there. I am totally disappoint-
ed because it appears that the now Opposition . . . 
well, first of all, they believe that their problems started 
on the 18th of July. It really did not. It started on De-
cember the 2nd. That is when the death throes started. 
I cannot believe that they really thought that they were 
going to win this election having known what hap-
pened on December the 2nd, and then they are all on 
to July the 18th. My last attention to that is in cricket 
terms, they got a two-to-one.  

Now, we all know what a two-to-one means 
when you get a two-to-one. I will leave it at that. 
 Mr. Speaker, I am going to now direct some 
attention to the Throne Speech itself and let me give 
congratulations to my leader— 
 
The Speaker: You say St. George’s is the one that’s 
got a two-to-one this year? 
 
Mr. Neville S. Tyrrell: Mr. Speaker, do not start me. I 
just told you, I promise that you will not be able to 
throw me out, so do not start me. You know I am a 
loyal St. George’s supporter. But anyway, let me 
move on, Mr. Speaker. Thanks for that, thanks for 
that. 
 There are a few points . . . As I said, I . . . oh, I 
thought he was standing for a point of order— 
 
[Laughter] 
 
The Speaker: Continue on, Member. Continue on. I 
did not take you off your trail when I mentioned that 
cricket analogy, did I? 
 
Mr. Neville S. Tyrrell: You made me laugh. 
 Mr. Speaker, as I started to say, I congratulate 
my Leader, and obviously his speech writers, for put-
ting together this speech from the Throne. And I cer-
tainly say it is a vision for the future. The people gave 
us a mandate on the 18th of July, and so I think that 
this is a reflection of what it is that the people will ex-
pect us to be doing in our term.  
 Now, surprisingly, I have had so many com-
ments from people who hardly ever listen to a Throne 
Speech, much less tell me they have read our Throne 
Speech, probably in some cases, twice. And they are 
very, very happy. That tells me we are in a new day, 
and I really think that people need to understand that 
we are here to govern. We are going to govern de-
spite the fact my colleagues on the other side are try-

ing to teach us how to govern—geez, after four and a 
half years. But anyway, I believe that the people have 
given us a mandate and we are going to do the things 
that we have to do. 
 Now, I am going to directly go to five points in 
our Throne Speech itself and just briefly speak to 
them. You know I do not talk for long, Mr. Speaker.  
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Mr. Neville S. Tyrrell: Thank you.  

On page seven it refers . . . I will read if you 
do not mind, again, “To ensure that workers can live in 
dignity and are not working simply to remain in pov-
erty, . . .” That is a very, very strong statement, Mr. 
Speaker. And I say that from my experience in can-
vassing, something that I have done a lot of because 
you will all realise that I won my election in December. 
So I would have been canvassing since about Octo-
ber last year. And I see people . . . in fact, let me then 
say something.  

We got turned down by us using the term 
“Two Bermudas.” Mr. Speaker, there are the Two 
Bermudas. If you canvass in this country you will un-
derstand that there are Two Bermudas. Believe it or 
not. Whether you want to believe it or not, you can 
describe it how you want to describe it, but I am telling 
you there are some people who are working just to 
remain in poverty. They are hardly making it. They are 
hardly making it. So, I think with our attempt to pre-
sent Parliament with recommendations for implement-
ing a living wage in Bermuda, I say hallelujah to that 
and I look forward to us having to debate that, and I 
look forward to my colleague—hoping that he still has 
ideas in place and we can move on with that. 
 The next point in the Throne Speech, our 
Throne Speech, that I want to refer to, Mr. Speaker, is 
the Financial Assistance Programme. Again, I refer to 
the Two Bermudas. I did not realise how really bad 
things are. When I became an MP in December, my 
phone started ringing off the hook with people asking 
from Please assist me, to How do I approach dealing 
with . . . first of all dealing with financial assistance in 
the first place, I need to get on financial assistance 
because I do not have a job. I cannot seem to have a 
job. I have not had a job for about four years.  

Mr. Speaker, we have some issues in this 
country. So, we need obviously to do something with 
the Financial Assistance Programme so that the most 
vulnerable in our society can have some reform in 
their life. People are crying out for it. I can give you 
one example, and I think I may have said this before, 
where I canvassed this 80-year-old lady who had two 
apartments, I think, in her house. Her husband died 
about a year ago. Then all of a sudden her tenants 
just one after the other left her. So, this year her in-
come . . . lost her husband, lost the income from the 
tenants, and she was almost crying to me. And I really 
felt weak that I could not help her, there was nothing I 
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could do, obviously, but to help her to approach Fi-
nancial Assistance. And I am so glad to say that I am 
happy that she was successful. She is getting a little 
bit, enough to at least cover some costs that she has, 
but at least it is a little. So there are people out there, 
whether you know it or not, we know it on this side. 
So, again, I refer to the Two Bermudas that we talk 
about that we really need . . . that this Government 
certainly will give some attention to. 
 Let me talk about seniors, because, obviously, 
most of you can see the grey that I have over here, so 
I need to be protective of my seniors. Persons who 
have worked hard all their life really need to live their 
final days with some dignity. And I say that, whether 
they go into nursing homes (if that is a term that I 
should be using), or whether they are at home in their 
own house with someone looking after them, these 
are the areas that we really need to be looking at. And 
with us saying that we are going to amend the Resi-
dential Care Homes and Nursing Homes Act, to pro-
vide standards, that is certainly something we as a 
caring Government must certainly look at.  
 If I can talk about the Project Management 
and Procurement area, Mr. Speaker, I think for far too 
long in this country, small contractors, small busi-
nessmen, have not gotten their piece of the pie. They 
have not. And I think it is about time that they are ad-
dressed so that, again, the Two Bermudas—you are 
going to be tired of hearing me saying that. This is 
something that I believe, and I said I believe it be-
cause I canvass it; I see it on a daily basis. So, I know 
we need to address whatever we can do to shrink that 
distance between the Two Bermudas so that we can 
all live in peace. I mean, do not take me wrong when I 
say that there are Two Bermudas, because I know 
there are rich and poor. I already know that, so you 
ain’t got to tell me that. But I think that it is those peo-
ple who I again described as working, but they are 
working to stay in poverty. We need to help— 
 
An Hon. Member: The working poor. 
 
Mr. Neville S. Tyrrell: —the working poor. (Thank 
you for that.) 
 I think my last point that I want to make in 
terms of the loan guarantees are to clubs. Again, 
something I was very passionate about having been a 
president of the Bermuda Football Association [BFA] 
for a number of years some time back. I know the 
plight of clubs. In fact, I am doing a licensing project 
with the BFA at this point in time where I am speaking 
to every club in Bermuda, every football club there is. 
And you should see the difference in the sustainability 
in some of the clubs. I mean, I have clubs who have 
come to me where there is one person who does eve-
rything. He shines the boots, he cleans the field, he 
gets the jerseys, he does everything—just to cut 
costs. He would not survive, his club would not sur-
vive if he was not there. I think we certainly need to 

address those issues because I believe, as I think I 
heard my colleague over on the other side say in his 
maiden speech, that sports are going to help us in the 
community. It is something that I have always be-
lieved in. You get good sportsmen, you get good citi-
zens. It is as simple as that. 
 So, again, this is something that a caring 
Government is going to take under its wing, and I look 
forward to supporting my colleagues in [addressing] 
those issues. 
 Mr. Speaker, I am going to, I think, end there. 
I told you all I would try not to be long. But I wanted to 
make one more point . . . and I have lost my paper on 
it. Here it is; I am finding it. It refers to it would take a 
miracle. I think some of us might remember someone 
saying that it would take a miracle. Well, it is probably 
going to take a miracle. It is going to take a miracle 
because we have some issues in this country to deal 
with and I hope that it does not hurt us in the way that 
that person said it would take a miracle. Thank you 
very much, Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Mr. Tyrrell. 
 Does any other Member wish to speak? I rec-
ognise the Member from constituency 20, the Hon-
ourable Member, Susan Jackson. Honourable Mem-
ber, you have the floor. 
 
Ms. Susan E. Jackson: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 I would like to hit straight to the punch for me. 
I am most passionate about the vulnerable in Bermu-
da. And as you may or may not be aware, there has 
been a team of people which has been working very 
hard to make sure that some of our residents in Ber-
muda that are at a more vulnerable state than others 
are well taken care of and that we do everything that 
we can to address their needs and provide them with 
the support that they may need. When I think about 
what those next steps will be after we provide that 
quality of life, it is the protection.  

I noted in the Throne Speech that there was a 
reference to protecting the vulnerable. And it is late, 
so I am not going to flower my words. 

It seems to me that there are just a few pieces 
of legislation which were not a part of the Throne 
Speech that I would like to have on the docket at 
some point this legislative year that will move the cur-
sor closer to an environment where we can create 
support for our seniors, those who are living with dis-
abilities, so that they will have an opportunity to be 
protected from those who may want to threaten their 
livelihood or their means of survival as they either age 
or as they live in a vulnerable state.  

For the record, I am just going to list a couple 
of pieces of legislation. In researching and meeting 
with stakeholders I have found that these three piec-
es, in particular, if we were to address them, would 
begin to provide a more level framework, put a little 
teeth into how we might be able to protect our seniors, 
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in particular, and those living with disabilities: The 
Senior Abuse Register Act, a few amendments to that 
and we can strengthen our ability to protect; the Pow-
ers of Attorney Act; and the Domestic Violence (Pro-
tection Orders) Act. So these are just three that I am 
going to list.  

I look forward to amendments being made to 
those pieces of legislation. With those changes we 
would at least be able to look at the possibility of cre-
ating a space where we could provide support ser-
vices for our seniors and the vulnerable.  

In the mental health arena, I certainly would 
like to see us continue to develop support services. I 
read in the newspaper just the other day that there 
could be much more research done in this domain. I 
encourage the Government to take a look at how we 
may be able to begin to collect data on mental health, 
especially on those who may be incarcerated, moved 
into the system, where we have an opportunity to pro-
vide assessments and ask questions and start to col-
lect some information. 

I commend our Government in our time that 
we able to look at the Human Rights Act and make 
sure that there is no longer going to be any discrimi-
nation for people who are suffering with mental illness. 
I wanted to make sure that this is recorded and 
acknowledged. It was a major milestone for our Gov-
ernment to come to that agreement and I want that to 
continue as we develop not only . . . there is right now 
a pilot programme in the court system that has been 
created to support members of our community who 
are suffering with mental health [issues], but also how 
we may be able to continue to develop in that area.  

I just also want to talk a little bit about long-
term care. I was a part of the Seniors Advisory Coun-
cil during the last term and a lot was done with a large 
number of people within the community who are pas-
sionate about long-term care and how we may be able 
to support seniors as they age, and make sure that we 
are doing our best to keep them at home as long as 
we can. Again, I would like to acknowledge and give 
credit to those who have worked very hard to make 
sure that we were able to increase the benefits for the 
Standard Health Benefit and allow in-home care.  

When I was out canvassing, I ran into a wom-
an who is ageing. She wants very much to stay at 
home and did not realise that she could actually claim 
on her standard health care for this benefit at home 
[which she] was paying out of pocket, which, of 
course, was dramatically stressing her budget. For her 
to be able to find out that she could have this benefit, 
again, created and gave her an awful lot of relief at 
home, which is the kind of direction I would like to see 
us continue to move in when it comes to health care 
for our seniors.  

I would like to end, Mr. Speaker, just talking a 
little bit about diabetes. A few years back there was 
an invitation for me to get more involved in how par-
liamentarians in particular can support diabetes [con-

trol] in general and what we can do to create an envi-
ronment that will provide a healthier community. I am 
not going to go into a lot of detail now, because I look 
forward to the sugar tax debate, but I did want to say 
that there are so many people in our community that 
are suffering with obesity. I am not convinced that we 
have done enough research and data collection on 
diabetes, and I would like to see us continue. I would 
like to see the Government continue to take a very 
specific look at the data we can collect, the kind of 
awareness around diabetes and other health issues 
that are directly affected by diabetes, and make sure 
that the community is doing everything it can with 
open eyes and knowledge of the consequences of 
such a severe disease, of which so many of us in this 
community are living with. Diabetes is not an easy 
lifestyle to lead.  

So I look forward, again, to debating legisla-
tion that supports our seniors, supports those in our 
community who are most vulnerable and are living 
with disabilities, and those who are not well and how 
we may be able to address this community that we 
look, as best we can, to healing and recovery. I un-
derstand and believe that there are a number of is-
sues, a number of traumas that are affecting members 
of our community and these oftentimes need to be 
addressed either at the same time that we are looking 
at the physical well-being of the community, but also 
to make sure that the mental health and the emotional 
health of our community is healing and in recovery. 

And with that, I will take my seat. Thank you, 
Mr. Speaker. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Member.  
 Does any other Member wish to speak? I rec-
ognise the Minister for Tourism, the Honourable 
Jamahl Simmons. Minister, you have the floor. 
 
Hon. Jamahl S. Simmons: Thank you, Mr. Speaker, 
and good evening. Good evening, colleagues. 
 Mr. Speaker, the theme that this Government 
ran on in opposition was addressing bridging the gap 
between the Two Bermudas. While most got what we 
were talking about, most got that this was not a cyni-
cal attempt to divide people by race, most got this was 
not a cynical attempt to divide us by economics. They 
got it. And they said it quietly on Election Day, some, 
in terms of understanding that there had become a 
Bermuda where all of the worst elements of oppres-
sion and elitism and nepotism had been allowed to 
flourish; a Bermuda where who you know became 
even more important that what you know.  
 Mr. Speaker, the Two Bermudas idea speaks 
to race, and it speaks to the diminished opportunities 
for people of African descent in this country as you 
look across our boardrooms, and you look across the 
ownership of our businesses, and you look across 
what are the models of so-called success. Mr. Speak-
er, the country is not content to point to one or two 
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individuals and say, They have made it and so every-
thing is fixed. So race is a part; but there is also the 
economic part of people who have done everything 
they can to participate in our country but are still being 
left behind. They cannot feed their families. They can-
not pay their bills. They cannot make ends meet. They 
cannot see a future for themselves on these shores.  
 So, Mr. Speaker, when I look upon the task 
ahead of us, it is summed up. Two Bermudas is what 
we are trying to address. But the real mission is to 
empower our people, all our people, to participate in 
the full range of opportunities in our economy. That 
has not happened. And, Mr. Speaker, one thing that I 
am very pleased to say as the Minister responsible for 
Economic Development, is that you have a Minister 
who does not have personal business interests to pro-
tect. You do not have a Minister who has shares in 
companies to protect. So, Mr. Speaker, when deci-
sions hit my desk, it is not going to be about me. It is 
going to be about Bermuda, Mr. Deputy Speaker. 
 
[Hon. Derrick V. Burgess, Sr., Deputy Speaker, in the 
Chair] 
 
Hon. Jamahl S. Simmons: For the past few years, 
there are important lessons to be learned about what 
happened in this country—important lessons to be 
learned.  

Mr. [Deputy] Speaker, you have seen the op-
portunity given [to] this Government by the people. 
And I have heard a recurring theme from so many 
people, all races, all ages, You are young, you are 
educated, and we know you can do this. Mr. [Deputy] 
Speaker, we represent the children and grandchildren 
who our parents sacrificed for, and our grandparents 
sacrificed for, to educate and send to school, and we 
recognise first-hand the underutilisation of the intellect 
and talent that exists across our country. We recog-
nise it because we have lived it. We have seen it.  

We are the generation that had to train non-
Bermudians to be our bosses and had to go to work 
and not be threatening or intimidating, or make people 
[who were] less qualified, less educated and less tal-
ented than you, feel threatened. So we get that. Our 
approach, particularly in the last few years has cast 
aside too much of our talent. We have told too many 
of our young people, If you do not fit the pink Bermuda 
shorts, boat shoes, blue blazer mind-set, attitude . . . 
look, you are of no value. That ended at with the result 
of the last election. That ended.  

We have an opportunity to empower our peo-
ple to participate in our economy. We will make no 
apologies for that because there is too much talent in 
this country for us to put aside because we do not 
agree with them, or we do not like them, or we do not 
like the way they look. That is not going to be an is-
sue. We will level the playing field. And it is critical; it 
is the most important issue of our day. It is interesting 
in this role, as you meet for the first time, build rela-

tionships for the first time, extend and renew relation-
ships with members of the business community be-
cause some get it. They understand that Bermuda’s 
prosperity can no longer be linked to just one ever-
shrinking group holding larger and larger pieces of the 
pie. They are starting to get it. And they are coming 
together and recognising that they can be a part and 
should be a part of bringing our country together and 
moving our people ahead.  

They are getting it.  
Mr. [Deputy] Speaker, this is why it is unfortu-

nate that the document that was read this morning 
does not reflect the conciliatory mood, the welcoming 
mood, the collaborative mood that is going through 
our country. 
 Mr. [Deputy] Speaker, the parliamentary sys-
tem that we operate in, when it was first established 
hundreds of years ago, it was okay to say, We are 
going to send you byes off there, you know it all, you 
can handle it, and come back in five years and I will 
just vote for you again. We have so much talent, with 
access to so much knowledge and so much infor-
mation. We have seniors whose talents were not used 
who have so much knowledge that we can tap into. A 
21st century government must be collaborative. It must 
include the intellect and brilliance of all ages and all 
Bermudians, because there is no such thing as a per-
son who does not matter. We get that.  

So, when we look at things like Bermuda First, 
we look at pulling our best minds together. The full, 
rich tapestry beyond the business community, includ-
ing our labour partners, including our young, including 
the talent that reaches the entire spectrum of our 
country and putting our heads around how we can 
develop our economy and grow it. That is the path 
forward. 

I am pleased to confirm what my Shadow Min-
ister has said, that in Tourism and Business Devel-
opment we will attempt to be collaborative. And we 
think it is important because I strongly believe that we 
have an opportunity to share our views, get our input, 
bring it back and let’s work on something together that 
will be of value. I think that is a better way forward. 
We have been doing it for many years in international 
business; we have not done it in many other areas. I 
think that the more collaborative we will be, I suspect 
the less acrimony there will be.  

I am hopeful; perhaps I am naïve. But again, 
the document that was read this morning concerns 
me. Not because just of the lack of understanding of 
what happened—not just on July 18th, but over the 
past five years. There has been a repudiation of the 
status quo. There has been a repudiation of business 
as usual. There has been a repudiation of father-
knows-best government. It has been repudiated, cast 
aside. And so we must be governed by a different set 
of principles.  

I do not intend to come to this House and 
compare ourselves to the failed One Bermuda Alli-
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ance. They are nobody to be equal to. They set no 
standard for us. We have a higher standard. A stand-
ard of humility that we must adhere to, staying close 
to the people because the people . . . it is an old say-
ing. I wish I could remember who said it. I must follow 
the people because I am their leader. We must have 
humility. We must have compassion. We must look at 
our brothers and sisters who are suffering and instead 
of using words of contempt and blame and disregard, 
we must seek to elevate their condition. That is what 
we have to be about. 

We must be honest. Mr. [Deputy] Speaker, we 
must be honest. The reputation of politicians is never 
good anywhere in the world. But the past several 
years have seen the reputation diminished even fur-
ther because you had the hopes of the people, some 
who embraced it and decided to vote for a change 
with the One Bermuda Alliance and thought it would 
be a new way of doing politics, not knowing they 
would go back to 1980, 1983, 1985. They did not 
know they were going back to the future. And so you 
have seen some faith, some trust, some hope dashed.  

And the mood, the spirit that we are seeing in 
the business community, the spirit of a growing desire 
to collaborate and be a part of the progress . . .you 
are seeing it in the community. You see it in people’s 
spirits. There are people who were unemployed on 
July 17th, and are unemployed today, but they have 
hope because they know they have a government that 
actually gives a darn about them. They know that they 
have a government that has walked where they 
walked. They have a government that has been 
mocked because we are not as rich as some people, 
been mocked because we do not the directorships 
that some have, and the shares and the interest that 
they have. But that is okay. It gives us phenomenal 
freedom to do what is right for all and not just a few. 

Mr. [Deputy] Speaker, it is clear that in tourism 
the full range of talent and ability in our country has 
not been utilised. You see it in the makeup of the or-
ganisations that are entrusted to deliver more bodies 
to our shores. In the past year I have been pleased to 
see the BTA [Bermuda Tourism Authority] taking the 
approach of going for a younger audience. That is in 
line with where we want to go, because we under-
stand something that many do not: That the face of 
wealth is changing. It is becoming younger. It is be-
coming browner. It is becoming more interested in 
experiences than in peace and quiet. And so we are 
very pleased to work with the community and work 
with the industry stakeholders to look at our nightlife 
and look at the things that we have in our country that 
are holding us back from becoming all we can be, that 
are stifling opportunities for our entertainers and sti-
fling opportunities for our nightclubs and our restau-
rants to grow and develop.  

So, we will study. The Opposition seems to 
have a problem with studying, analysing, and re-
searching. But you know what? I do not have a prob-

lem with it because we know we must include as 
many as possible going forward. The days of daddy 
knows best ended on July 18th. You have a people’s 
government.— 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Jamahl S. Simmons: You have a people’s gov-
ernment.  
 Mr. [Deputy] Speaker, a passion for me in my 
entire political career is economic empowerment, the 
empowering of our young black males and females to 
get a piece of this rock and call it their own. The ca-
pacity to be able to build wealth for themselves and to 
employ others has been a passion of mine. We envi-
sion a revitalised, rejuvenated, and reformed Bermuda 
Economic Development Corporation that will be capa-
ble of providing red carpet service to Bermudians, just 
like we attempt to give red carpet service to everyone 
else. So that person who is made redundant and has 
that money in their pocket, has a dream, and an idea. 
We can help them facilitate that moving forward.  
 Mr. [Deputy] Speaker, I heard a story during 
the election that broke my heart. It was a young man 
who had an interest in doing a business, and he spent 
six months bouncing from department to department 
to department to department until finally he was told, 
Oh, you can’t do this business because the product 
you are doing is illegal. Six months. That is not mov-
ing at the speed of business. If that young man had 
been able to go to a one-stop shop, and get the 
treatment that he deserved, the information he de-
served, the help . . . because many of our black en-
trepreneurs, and would-like-to-be entrepreneurs, may 
have a product, they may have a talent, they may 
have a trade, but they do not have the capacity to 
start a business. They do not have the knowledge. 
And it is not spoon-feeding to help your brothers and 
your sisters to help themselves. And so we must pro-
vide that concierge service that will help to guide peo-
ple to getting up and running faster. 

I cannot promise success. All I can promise is 
that you will have an opportunity and we will not be in 
your way as a government. We will not be the ones 
putting roadblocks in your way. We will not be the 
ones saying, Well, wait, you might be competing with 
my ace boys, so I got to try and slow you down. That 
is not happening over here, Mr. [Deputy] Speaker. No, 
no, no! 

We exist in an economy where you have seen 
tourism jobs growing for everybody except Bermudi-
ans. That must change. It is our intention, as listed in 
our Throne Speech, to do island-wide, industry-wide 
skills and needs assessment to identify the needs of 
our stakeholders and to prepare our people, working 
in partnership with the Bermuda Hospitality Institute 
and Workforce Development, to get our people in, up, 
and running this tourism industry as we should.  



Official Hansard Report  15 September 2017 107 
 

 Bermuda House of Assembly 

It is unacceptable, Mr. [Deputy] Speaker, that 
I can travel to countries that have a lower base level 
education than we do and they are somehow capable 
of filling all of their businesses, from top to bottom, 
with their own people. It is unacceptable. It is unac-
ceptable to come as a tourist to this country and get 
mediocre service from a person who is here on a work 
permit. The best of the best is what we were told. We 
were told that if they are here it is because they are 
the best and no Bermudian could do it, or no Bermu-
dian wants to do it. But look at the service level 
around our country. You cannot blame Bermudians 
too much anymore, you know. You cannot because 
most of us have been chased out.  

We have to ensure that we address these is-
sues. We have to, because when the tourism industry 
works properly—when there is no prejudice, when 
there is no discrimination, when there is no favourit-
ism—you can work your way up. And I have seen it 
here for some Bermudians. I have seen it here for a 
lot of non-Bermudians, where this has become the 
land of opportunity. You can come here, barely can 
read, cannot talk, cannot even tie your shoes, but 
somehow you are more qualified than the man down 
the street who has been here all his life. We have to 
address that. We have to address that!  

What is part of expanding our tourism is allow-
ing and examining how we can get our people in-
volved. The Tourism Plan that the Bermuda Progres-
sive Labour Party produced back in 2011 spoke of 
hubs, developing hubs throughout our Island. And one 
of the things that must be a critical part of our eco-
nomic development as a country is getting economic 
growth throughout the country. We have to move 
away from it being centralised in Hamilton. When we 
look at the hubs, there is a tremendous opportunity to 
identify the needs for those communities beyond tour-
ism entertainment. What are the economic needs of 
those communities? What businesses should we be 
trying to attract and incentives created to get them in 
these places? We have to spur entrepreneurship, re-
moving the obstacles, removing the impediments. We 
look forward to working with others. We look forward 
to researching with others. We look forward to finding 
the best path forward so that those who have a dream 
have a chance. 
 Mr. [Deputy] Speaker, this country is littered 
with the lives of Bermudians who did not have a 
chance. That must change. 

Mr. Deputy Speaker, Bermuda First, I think I 
spoke on it earlier. We need to talk about . . . I talked 
about immigration reform. (Mr. Deputy Speaker, how 
much time do I have?) 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Jamahl S. Simmons: Okay. Mr. Deputy Speak-
er, the Event Authority . . . well, actually, I won’t speak 
on it. Let me go to another topic before I go to that.  

Someone pointed out to me a very long and 
meandering piece in a paper, which I do not read, 
where it was said that the Economic Diversification 
Unit is not needed because the BDA [Business De-
velopment Agency] is doing it. Well, with all of the di-
versification up and down this country I guess it is 
clear, it is not needed. And if you did not get that, Mr. 
[Deputy] Speaker, I am being sarcastic.  

We must diversify our economy. It must be 
more than things we allow in that we can funnel to this 
person, funnel to that business, funnel to that bank. It 
must be more than that. It must be more than that! We 
must be prepared to recognise that there are opportu-
nities in this world and we must empower our people 
to go for them no matter where they are, no matter the 
colour of the person who is capable of bringing it. That 
is what we are talking about. When it is your job to 
grow and develop these things and empower people 
to do it, we are talking about expanding what the BDA 
does now, growing with them. They do many things 
well, but we are looking for more because Bermuda 
deserves more. The lack of diversification in our 
economy speaks to the need for more. 
 So, we turn now to the transformation of the 
America’s Cup ACBDA into an Event Authority. Mr. 
Deputy Speaker, as a person with the tourism back-
ground that I possess, I am very rarely satisfied with 
the events that come to our country. Not because I 
have any particular dislike of the nature of them, or I 
do not care for . . . whatever. I like results. I like re-
sults. I like knowing that an event is growing every 
year because it is attracting more people, not shrink-
ing every year because the people that it is attracting 
are dying off.  

I like events that enhance our brand. It brings 
in a younger, more diverse, more cosmopolitan audi-
ence. It extends us to be more than pink sand and 
pink shorts. But it also must be something that 
spreads the economic impact beyond those who al-
ready have. And whether you like the America’s Cup 
or not, whether you think it was a success or not, its 
greatest failure, its greatest failure was that it was sold 
as a panacea to everybody and when people went 
looking for opportunities, they found many were gone 
before they even had a chance to get in the door. 
There are people who had micro loans who are now 
struggling to pay them back because the promise was 
not kept. You have people who went out and did all 
sorts of things in hope . . . and you know, no govern-
ment can guarantee success. But a promise was 
made and a promise was not kept.  

We need to draw events of cultural impact, 
economic impact, and global impact that now create 
an atmosphere around Bermuda that people say there 
is more than pink sand and pink beaches, there is 
more than reinsurance; there is more than someplace 
my great-grandma used to go to years ago, because 
we are capable of more. The level that we need to go 
to is not about being the North Carolina of the Atlantic, 
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as some people like to say, or South Carolina. It is not 
about being the Martha’s Vineyard of the Atlantic, as 
some people like to say. We are so much more than 
that. 
 So, Mr. Deputy Speaker, we are committed to 
doing things differently and to making positive change 
that impacts on all. I have had so many people stop 
me and say, You guys, don’t make the mistakes you 
made last time. And I understand that, I understand 
that because mistakes were made. The only person 
who has not made mistakes in this world, they put him 
on a tree and put some nails in him. So, mistakes are 
going to happen. But, Mr. Deputy Speaker, this is a 
different team, and as so many people say, I like the 
talent that you have brought in. I like that you have 
people of experience who have been there, who can 
mentor and guide and train and take these young, 
educated, talented Bermudians and take this country 
to another level. 
 Mr. [Deputy] Speaker, this Government as it is 
composed right now is the manifestation of the 
dreams and aspirations of our forefathers. This is 
what they sought—a government that represents 
them, a government that thinks about them, a gov-
ernment that cares about them, a government that is 
them. 
 Thank you, Mr. [Deputy] Speaker.  
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, the Minister for 
Economic Development and Tourism from constituen-
cy 33.  
 Any further speakers?  

The Chair recognises the Member from con-
stituency 22. 
 
Hon. Dr. E. Grant Gibbons: Thank you, Mr. Deputy 
Speaker.  
 Mr. Deputy Speaker, I would like to start . . . I 
do not usually do this, but I would like to start by 
commending the Opposition Leader for a Reply to the 
Throne Speech which I thought was very solid. And 
that may sound like feigned praise, but I think that we 
on this side of the House understand that basically at 
this point after an election the public is probably not 
terribly interested in hearing what we have to say. 
They are probably more interested, and rightly so, in 
hearing what the Government has to say. But I 
thought that the Reply was certainly excellent in terms 
of pointing out some of the issues that the current 
Government, the new Government, is going to have to 
contend with. And also laying down some markers 
which I think are going to be very important as we see 
the new Government perform, or not perform, over the 
next few years. 

I think the thing that struck me about the 
Throne Speech particularly was the number of prom-
ises to study, to create committees, and to look at 
things. But these are not solutions, and simply study-
ing or looking at things, I think as all governments 

have found out, may be a way to sort of fulfil promises 
because you can always say you set up a committee 
to do it, but on their own they do not necessarily deliv-
er what the people really need.  

As the Honourable Member from constituen-
cy 2, Kim Swan, said, it is a time for solutions. And I 
have say that I did not see, frankly, a lot of them in 
this particular Throne Speech. I think people will feel 
that I am just being political. But the fact of the matter 
is that I have probably now over 23-odd years seen a 
lot of Throne Speeches, have been involved in writing 
some of them, I certainly have written enough Replies 
[to the Throne Speech] in my time. But I think for a 
new government, I found this one to be fairly short, 
basically, on solutions. As the Honourable Member, 
my colleague, Patricia Gordon-Pamplin said, “the 
Throne Speech, delivered last Friday . . . was short on 
real solutions and long on studies.” I think that nails it 
fairly well. 

I was very interested to see the reincarnation 
of the Bermuda First Think Tank. I will certainly say 
that I agree that consultation is really important, get-
ting people who are involved and central to industries 
involved in the room is very important as well. But set-
ting up a committee and setting up Bermuda First 
again, will not necessarily deliver real solutions.  

I say that because my memory of it was a little 
bit closer to my honourable colleague’s, Cole Simons, 
memory of it as opposed to the Honourable Member 
from St. George’s  [West]  who was when he was Op-
position Leader for the UBP actually participated in 
the Bermuda First Think Tank. I think the Bermuda 
First Think Tank (and we will see) certainly produced 
some interesting suggestions, but I do not believe it 
accomplished very much in the end, through no fault 
of the contributors, Mr. Deputy Speaker.  

The problem was that a lot of the recommen-
dations at the time, and I think—if I remember correct-
ly, the Honourable Member from St. George’s [West] 
said it was around 2008—a lot of the recommenda-
tions at the time effectively were suggestions as to 
what the Government at the time, which was the Pro-
gressive Labour Party, should or should not do. I re-
member distinctly that there was certainly division in 
the PLP Government at that time. The then-Premier, 
Dr. Brown, who had (I think) constituted the Bermuda 
First, found that his Finance Minister was not terribly 
excited at all about the prospect of international busi-
ness, particularly, telling her what she should have to 
do. So, the Finance Minister at the time actually re-
fused to attend a number of the meetings and I think 
while, as I said, there were some good suggestions, 
and I think it was an interesting exercise, actually, in 
the end, it did not do very much to move things ahead.  

And what do I mean by that? The fact of the 
matter was that from then on the country went into a 
progressive death spiral from an economic prospec-
tive. And it was, in the end, a real mess that the in-
coming OBA Government had to deal with. 
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I noticed on page 1 of the Throne Speech, 
there was a comment that “When there have been 
economic downturns, one segment of Bermuda suf-
fers far more than the other . . .” And I would agree 
with that. I think basically it is the middle class and 
certainly those in the lower economic echelons that 
suffer the most during recessions or downturns. I 
hope that the current new Progressive Labour Party 
Government recognises that they are inheriting a 
dramatically stronger economic set of circumstances 
that they have now inherited in 2017 compared to the 
mess that they left the OBA Government with in 2012.  

The Honourable Member who just took his 
seat talked about learning lessons. And I do hope that 
some of the lessons that were learned from poor poli-
cies and essentially things that were done in the 2009 
to 2012 period have been learned by those Members 
on that side of the House. And there are a number of 
them who certainly were there in the previous Pro-
gressive Labour Party Government because during 
that period, as Honourable Members will know, almost 
5,000 jobs were actually lost. And a lot of those lost 
jobs were Bermudian jobs and created a lot of eco-
nomic hardship and difficulty. In fact, some of those 
job holders, or those who lost jobs, probably (and I am 
sure they are incredibly frustrated) are still not working 
today. So, I think it is fair to say that the OBA Gov-
ernment created a lot of confidence and brought Ber-
muda back from the economic brink. 

On the same page, there is an interesting 
comment about the study from 2016, which said that 
Bermuda was the “most expensive country in which to 
live.” I am not sure that this particular study had a lot 
of substance behind it. It made for good headlines, but 
I think it is fair to say that Bermuda is an expensive 
country. Whether it is the most expensive country in 
the world is probably a debateable proposition. But 
that cost of living, that expense to live and do busi-
ness here, certainly did not develop overnight. I think 
it would be fair to say that I do not remember—well, it 
would be fair to say that I do not remember—but I do 
not think that the former Progressive Labour Party 
Government did much to contain the cost of living 
while they were in power. Certainly, the cost of medi-
cal care and other things went up dramatically over 
that particular period. 

I think it is important also, in terms of lessons, 
to remind the new Government that under the former 
Progressive Labour Party Government’s watch, from 
2000 to 2012, some 3,700 Bermudian jobs were lost. 
It was an almost unblemished record of failure in 
terms of creating opportunity for Bermudians. So I 
hope that Honourable Members will recognise this. I 
know the Throne Speech points out that jobs contin-
ued to be lost after 2012, and that is a fair statement. 
But I think if you were to look objectively at the data 
you would find that while the job loss continued, it 
abated fairly substantially in the last few years. In fact, 
jobs started to grow last year. 

[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Dr. E. Grant Gibbons: Well, you look at the 
stats. People are saying it is not so. But if you look at 
the stats there was an increase— 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Dr. E. Grant Gibbons: —and I am talking about 
overall jobs, not just Bermuda jobs. Certainly the loss 
of Bermuda jobs, or Bermudians holding jobs, going 
into unemployment, abated substantially.  

I think it is fair to say that the One Bermuda 
Alliance Government took a very balanced approach 
to fixing the economy, first of all to contain the cost of 
government, and to control government spending. 
And yet I think we certainly should be congratulated 
for avoiding, as the Throne Speech Reply says, some 
of the massive layoffs that occurred in other countries 
which were facing the same kinds of problems. 
 I was disappointed to read this sort of accusa-
tion that the One Bermuda Alliance Government be-
lieved in trickle-down theory. Nothing could be farther 
from the truth. I took this as simply the Progressive 
Labour Party pandering to their base in a very cynical 
sort of way. It is fair to say that the OBA certainly did 
not believe and did not work on the economic trickle-
down theory. The OBA Government focused on what 
was really important at that time because of the horri-
ble economic situation, and that was getting foreign 
investment to stimulate job growth, to create diversifi-
cation, to revitalise tourism, construction, and busi-
ness opportunities across a range of sectors in the 
economy. And it was not an easy job. To quote the 
Honourable Member who just took his seat, It was 
certainly not business as usual. 

I think this whole issue of trickle-down is cer-
tainly very wrong-headed. In fact, the way it is sup-
plied now in the United States is sort of in a Trump-
like fashion. And that is, the theory being that if you 
cut taxes to the rich, that somehow that mysteriously 
will make its way down to the lower economic eche-
lons. I think if you look at the record, Mr. Deputy 
Speaker, you will find that the OBA Government actu-
ally increased taxes, payroll taxes specifically, on 
those of higher economic incomes and reduced taxes 
to the lower economic groups. And, certainly, that is 
not a trickle-down theory, in any way of speaking. In 
fact, I think when you look at the amount of financial 
assistance that has been provided over the last few 
years . . . and most of those on financial assistance 
(contrary to popular belief) are actually seniors and 
those who really are having a difficult time dealing 
with that life. But the fact is it was well over $50 mil-
lion. And I remember the days when it was around 
$10 million to $11 million.  
 So, I think there are some other interesting 
comments in the Throne Speech, as well. The one 
that says “Government will ensure that Bermuda’s 
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success in attracting the most innovative companies 
from around the globe to Bermuda is increased and 
that the quality of life for Bermudians is also enhanced 
by the presence of those companies.” I think in some 
respects, and I do not think we always recognise this, 
we are actually rather fortunate in terms of the com-
panies that we have actually managed to attract. 
While they are primarily in the financial services sec-
tor, they do a remarkable job (from my perspective) of 
employing Bermudians. As I think Honourable Mem-
bers will know, the ratio is two Bermudians for every 
one non-Bermudian.  

I think the innovation continues in this area. 
When you look at a particular sector like the ILS, or 
Insurance Linked Securities, that business is the envy 
of the world right now. And that grew dramatically 
from 2013 onward to the present day. So, I think it is 
fair to say that in many respects, and I hope the Gov-
ernment appreciates this, Bermuda probably needs 
these companies more than they need Bermuda in a 
lot of ways, because there are a lot of choices out 
there these days. And I think it is going to be im-
portant to make sure their confidence in a stable Ber-
muda and a stable government continues for all of our 
sakes. 
 I also was interested in the Economic Diversi-
fication Unit concept, which was referred to as a small 
number of persons with a proven history of developing 
economies. The Honourable Member who just took 
his seat sort of talked about some of the aspirations 
that he had for this particular group. Obviously, we will 
wait to see how that pans out. It will be interesting to 
see whether that means foreign experts or whether 
that is done locally. Having participated in a number of 
these over the years, and I think the first one I recall 
was back as far as 1992, when the Premier of the 
day, Sir John Swan, created the committee on com-
petitiveness, which was a way of essentially looking at 
diversification. I have to say, while there was some 
interesting ideas that came out of it, it is a lot harder 
than people think to create diversification and to cre-
ate diversification, not in a sort of dabbling sort of a 
way, but in a way that actually has economic impact 
which is significant.  
 I was also interested to see, and I think this 
was on page 4, as well, of the Throne Speech, where 
the Government essentially stated that “International 
events in Bermuda must deliver more than exposure 
to our island’s beauty; they must deliver jobs and 
commercial opportunities for Bermudians, as well as a 
memorable experience for our visitors that will en-
courage them to return.” And I could not think of a bet-
ter way to describe the contribution of the America’s 
Cup. And I will not go through all of the points that are 
listed, and I think rather well, in the Throne Speech 
Reply, but it is fairly clear that as an event the Ameri-
ca’s Cup was remarkably successful both in terms of 
job creation and in terms of creating business oppor-
tunities across a range of different sector.  

I think as the Reply notes, there were over 80, 
mostly small businesses and construction firms that 
were involved in setting up team bases and related 
projects that got work as a consequence of it. It also 
accelerated a concept that the former Progressive 
Labour Party Government had talked about and made 
provision for. I think, Mr. Deputy Speaker, you were 
involved in this, setting up the whole concept of Cross 
Island, the reclamation of land up there. I think it is fair 
to say that it accelerated that project and has given 
Bermuda and certainly the current Government an 
interesting platform from which to stage future events. 
Not to mention the credibility that we received interna-
tionally as a consequence of the professionalism from 
the ACBDA, Government departments, security ser-
vices, and the many, almost 1,000, volunteers that 
were involved in actually carrying out the event, the 
almost flawless execution of the event, itself.  
 But I think it would be fair to say that the Hon-
ourable Member who just took his seat, Mr. Simmons, 
was quite wrong in saying that the ACBDA was sold 
as a panacea for everyone. It certainly was not. As the 
Minister responsible, I can say that I often referred to 
it as a catalyst. A catalyst is not a solution for every-
thing; it is not a panacea. It gets things moving. I think 
it would be fair to say also that the OBA Government 
saw the America’s Cup, in pure terms, as an econom-
ic stimulus, something that would provide . . . afford 
inward investment to Bermuda. Certainly the sponsor-
ships were all paid in Bermudian dollars and were 
spent here, but it had a much broader effect than 
simply the event itself.  

I think it would be fair also to say that it was in 
many respects a catalyst, it was very helpful in getting 
some of the hotel infrastructure projects that the for-
mer Government was quite successful in getting start-
ed, whether it was the Loren at Pink Beach, the addi-
tional investment by the Princess group, by the Desar-
rollos group, certainly by Morgan’s Point, Caroline 
Bay, and some of the others that got started because 
they saw, I think, hope in a rejuvenated tourism sector 
as a consequence of the America’s Cup. And it cer-
tainly facilitated broader investment and helped to re-
store a lot of confidence. 

I think it is also interesting when you look at 
the number of new incorporations of companies over 
that particular period of time. And I am not talking 
about international business because that has sort of 
been up and down. I am talking about local compa-
nies. When you look at the record from about 2013 
on, you will see that new local business incorporations 
grew in many respects by 15 [per cent] to 20 per cent 
a year over that period, which is quite a significant 
growth. I think some of that was certainly as a conse-
quence of the America’s Cup. 

The tourism impact, which has not really been 
talked about at all, was also rather dramatic. The BTA 
[Bermuda Tourism Authority] provided numbers going 
back a month or two, and I think what we can see 
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from that was air arrivals for the first six months were 
up in double digits, some 16 per cent. And spending in 
the first six months was up by an extraordinary 31 per 
cent, almost $40 million in additional spending on top 
of the $135 million spent in the prior first half of the 
year. So, $40 million of additional spending injected 
into the hospitality sector is certainly significant.  

I think the other thing which was sort of inter-
esting in the Throne Speech was also this comment 
that the Government is interested in terms of trans-
forming the ACBDA into the Bermuda Event Authority 
looking for events “that attract younger, more cosmo-
politan and more diverse visitors to our shores.” I think 
the BTA made it very clear that, and I think the num-
ber was 83 per cent of the increase in visitors coming 
from other jurisdictions and the 78 per cent growth of 
the increase in visitors was actually visitors under the 
age of 45. So the America’s Cup did I think a rather 
remarkable job of providing new, exciting and a very 
different positioning for Bermuda, which certainly 
helped the BTA to do the job they did.  

Superyachts have come up quite a bit. I know 
the BTA are very keen on basically taking advantage 
of that opportunity. There were more than 90 
superyachts that came here, many for the first time. 
And importantly, many came with owners, unlike the 
fuelling stops that we have seen in superyachts com-
ing before. So, I guess I would certainly urge the cur-
rent Government to work with the BTA to put in place 
a foundation that is going to allow the kind of charter-
ing and cruising that a lot of other jurisdictions have 
benefited from. And they can do that because that 
work on legislation had already been started and I 
hope that the current Government will continue that 
and take part of that opportunity going forward. 

I happen to agree with the concept of creating 
a Bermuda Event Authority. I think certainly as we 
looked at the ACBDA and we looked at the extraordi-
nary experience and what they were able to accom-
plish with the Ministry of Economic Development, I 
think it is important to take that experience and actual-
ly convert it into something that can be used going 
forward for other events. I know there will be an inter-
esting question because the BTA is quite keen on tak-
ing on the World Triathlon, the WTS, the World Series 
Events 2018, 2019, and 2020. So, hopefully, some-
thing can be worked out there because one of the 
reasons we have this World Triathlon is because of 
the credibility we had as a consequence of hosting the 
America’s Cup.  

Mr. Deputy Speaker, how much time do I 
have left at this point? 
 
[Crosstalk] 
 
Hon. Dr. E. Grant Gibbons: Sorry? 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Eight minutes. 
 

Hon. Dr. E. Grant Gibbons: Eight minutes. Thank 
you. 
 Now, on page 8 of the Throne Speech, there 
was another interesting proposal and that was “a Re-
quest for Information to establish a Technology Hub at 
Southside.” An incubator of sorts, if I understand it. 
The idea was to transform Southside into a technolo-
gy-based community with living facilities.  

Now, Mr. Deputy Speaker, you have been 
around a long time, as well as I have, and you will re-
member that . . . in a funny way, it is sort of ironic, that 
this is not a new concept. In fact, if you go back to the 
late 1990s, the BLDC at that time, with a former, for-
mer, former government, had actually zoned some 30 
acres at Southside as a business technology park. 
Sadly, that never really got anywhere, but I think it will 
be interesting to see whether a technology hub is 
something that can be provided there. There have 
been technology hubs, there have been incubators in 
Bermuda before, and in fact, I think Coral Wells is 
managing one at the present time, so I hope that the 
current Government has a look at some of the stuff 
that she is doing, which I think she has been quite 
successful at in terms of helping young entrepreneurs 
move some of their projects along. 
 Cybersecurity is mentioned in the Throne 
Speech, and while it tends to be sort of the flavour of 
the month right now, I think it is a very important area. 
I think [it is] a sector where reputations are won and 
lost. I think you only need to read the news recently 
with the debacle of Equifax to learn that you can be 
quite credible one day and then you can have a huge 
break-in and find out that your credibility, as it were, 
shot to hell. 
 I think the former OBA Government made 
some good progress at looking at the preparedness of 
the Government in terms of cybersecurity. There was 
a Cabinet committee that was set up, and it was go-
ing, running for a couple of years there, particularly 
looking at the NIST [National Institute of Standards 
and Technology] framework that the Government set 
up. In fact, I believe there is going to be a discus-
sion/seminar over the next week, which will involve, at 
the former Government’s invitation, a couple of people 
coming in from the National Institute of Standards and 
Technology to talk about the NIST framework. 
 This is also very important, and this work had 
started, as well, in terms of what we refer to as “critical 
national infrastructure.” Because, certainly, when you 
have a national grid, when you have a hospital, when 
you have security services, when you have telecoms, 
all of those in this day and age are susceptible to 
hacking and cyber instances of some sort. And I think 
it is really important that work continue on the national 
strategy to do this. So I am pleased that the Govern-
ment has at least mentioned that they wish to proceed 
on this basis. 
 I am going to end, Mr. Deputy Speaker, on the 
issue of energy costs. This is clearly an issue for eve-
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rybody, whether you are a homeowner, whether you 
are a small business or a large business. I think the 
Government says our energy costs are the highest in 
the world; I am not sure that is entirely accurate. But 
we all know that our energy costs are certainly very 
high, and they do impede growth and economic ad-
vancement. The Government has a good platform to 
proceed on, with not only the Electricity Act, but also 
we have what I think is a very interesting use of op-
portunity in terms of a project which went out to tender 
some time ago. A technical committee reviewed the 
bids on it. And I am referring, essentially, to the use of 
the Finger to set up what is seen as a 6 megawatt-
peak provider, a photovoltaic facility, which will pro-
vide some 6 per cent of Bermuda’s peak demand. 
 And as I understand it—I was not involved in 
the selection; it was a technical committee of civil 
servants—the bid was extremely attractive in terms of 
the price per kilowatt hour. And hopefully, not only will 
this provide some cleaner energy for us (assuming the 
project proceeds), but will also help to lower the over-
all cost of electricity to ratepayers. 
 There is a fuels policy, which was, essentially, 
produced. And I think there certainly was a lot of dis-
cussion around the use of alternative fuels to the very 
expensive diesel and heavy fuel oil. Energy provided 
by LNG [liquefied natural gas] is certainly a possibility 
there. But we recognised, as the former Government, 
that we needed to set in place an appropriate regula-
tory structure for a new fuel of that sort, which has 
some of its own challenges apart from the fact that, 
obviously, it is less expensive and a lot cleaner as a 
fuel. 
 In closing, Mr. Deputy Speaker, I was a little 
disappointed not to hear anything about the further 
implementation of the Personal Information Protection 
Act [PIPA] legislation. That is an important issue for 
Bermuda because it will help to protect people’s per-
sonal information, whether it be health records, 
whether it be business records, whether it be any 
sorts of records—that those who have records and 
maintain them as businesses or otherwise will have to 
put in place certain protections and provisions, not 
only against cyber assaults, but certainly in terms of 
how that information is handled. 
 There was also nothing about the . . . so, in 
terms of the PIPA [Personal Information Protection 
Act] thing, I think the next step, as I recall it was being 
worked on with the Governor, is to put in place a 
commissioner of personal . . . a sort of privacy com-
missioner for the personal information protection. 
 The other thing that I think was certainly un-
derway, which I would encourage the Government to 
proceed with, was what we referred to as the second 
part of telecommunications reform. And that was look-
ing at the whole issue of broadcasting and how we 
could do a better job to, essentially, take very old leg-
islation and regulations, which create a lot of discrep-

ancies between cable provision of service and over-
the-air broadcasts. 
 So, Mr. Deputy Speaker, I am going to finish 
on that basis and simply say that I appreciate the op-
portunity to contribute to this. And I think certainly 
those of us on this side of the House will agree when 
we think it is appropriate, and we will certainly do our 
best to hold the Government to account, as I think the 
public would expect us to do.  
 Thank you, Mr. Deputy Speaker. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, the Honourable 
Shadow Minister of Economic Development, from 
constituency 22. 
 Any further speakers? We recognise the 
Member from constituency 29, the Minister for Finan-
cial Assistance [sic] and Sports. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva:  Thank you, Deputy 
Speaker. Minister of Social Development and Sports. 
 Mr. Deputy Speaker, there is an old adage 
that says, If you drop your books, you lose your les-
sons.  
 
[Inaudible interjections and laughter] 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Now, why do I say that, Mr. 
Deputy Speaker? You know why I say that, Mr. Depu-
ty Speaker? Because the OBA have not learned their 
lesson! So they have very clearly lost their books, Mr. 
Deputy Speaker. What part of 60 per cent of the elec-
torate of this country do they not understand? Mr. 
Deputy Speaker, I have to say I think I—not only I, but 
maybe this country—have seen the most atrocious, 
poor Throne Speech Reply by the UBP/OBA that we 
have ever witnessed. 
 
An Hon. Member: Ever. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Mr. Deputy Speaker, oh, is 
it shameful. You know, Mr. Deputy Speaker, there 
was a time when if a Throne Speech or a Throne 
Speech Reply had contained some of the things in 
this Throne Speech Reply by the Opposition Leader, 
Mrs. Pat Gordon-Pamplin . . . I have to say I wonder if 
it would have been allowed at all. The falsehoods . . .  
and I am not going to use the “L” word, but the false-
hoods in this document, which I will speak to, Mr. 
Deputy Speaker, it is just “unbelievable” (to use a 
word).  

Mr. Deputy Speaker, why do I say false-
hoods? On page 2 of the Opposition’s Reply, and I 
quote, “We saw the misinformation machine in full 
view when the stories grew like fish tales to cause the 
airport project to be depicted as some kind of sinister 
arrangement.” Why is that a falsehood? Well, we have 
certainly seen that movie now, have we not, Mr. 
Deputy Speaker? From pepper spray to all sorts of 
things down at that airport, Mr. Deputy Speaker, “de-
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picted as some kind of sinister arrangement”—an ar-
rangement that will put our people with no control over 
that airport, unless we change it, for 30 years. 
 Mr. Deputy Speaker, the following paragraph 
gave me cause for concern. And when I talk about 
falsehood, and I quote, “We heard the challenge to 
the Desarrollos group and the untruth that they would 
take the beach away from St. Georgians.” Well, if it 
were not for our colleague, MP Renee Ming, and oth-
ers, Mr. Deputy Speaker, I believe that that beach 
would have been taken away. But, thanks to her . . . 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Point of order, Mr. 
Deputy Speaker. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: What is your point of order? 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Misleading] 

 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: The Honourable 
Member is misleading the House. The plans for the 
Desarrollos development are now as they were then, 
and there has never been any indication that they 
would take the beach away. They have always said 
that they would have access. And, Mr. Deputy Speak-
er, if I may, there is no difference between the access 
that is now allowed than that which was allowed by 
the Park Hyatt. 
 
Mrs. Renee Ming: Point of order, Mr. Deputy Speak-
er. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Yes, ma’am.  
 
Mrs. Renee Ming: I just want to say that— 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Let me recognise you. 
 
Mrs. Renee Ming: —the Act of 2015— 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Hang on. Hang on. The point 
of order has been put to us by the Honourable Mem-
ber from constituency 1. 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
 
Mrs. Renee Ming: Thank you, Mr. Deputy Speaker. 
 I just want to say that the St. George’s Resort 
Act of 2015 actually says that we will have reasonable 
access, reasonable access. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Carry on, Minister. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Thank you, Mr. Deputy 
Speaker. 

 And you know what, Mr. Deputy Speaker? 
Sometimes, reasonable access might be via a heli-
copter, too. So, Mr. Deputy Speaker, let us be clear. 
One thing we know is that beach will [be accessible] 
now, thanks to MP Renee Ming. 
 Mr. Deputy Speaker, when we talk about De-
sarrollos Group, I cannot help but think about the 
gaming fees for the Desarrollos Group. And let me 
remind this House and the people of Bermuda that 
that particular group . . . I had the luxury of meeting 
with them, Mr. Deputy Speaker. And they told me 
straight-up, There won’t be one shovel going in that 
ground unless they change those gaming fees, unless 
they take them away and make it good. It won’t hap-
pen. Of course, I was wearing a different hat, Mr. 
Deputy Speaker, and I declare my interest because 
they were talking to me about some work down there. 
 And the reason I have to mention this, be-
cause again I am talking about falsehoods and un-
truths . . . because you might recall, Mr. Deputy 
Speaker, that during a session not long before we re-
tired before the election, I stated in this House, and I 
challenged the then-Minister, Dr. Gibbons, to bring to 
this House the real truth with regard to Desarrollos. 
And, lo and behold, the next week, what happened, 
Mr. Deputy Speaker? We had concessions brought to 
this House by the Honourable Member, Dr. Gibbons, 
for the Desarrollos Group. And guess what they add-
ed up to? Almost the entire gaming fee—almost the 
entire gaming fee, Mr. Deputy Speaker. So, there is 
another one. 
 Now, Mr. Deputy Speaker, page 3 of the 
Throne Speech Reply. I was going to leave this, Mr. 
Deputy Speaker, because it was low—and I say as 
low as you can go—when the Honourable Opposition 
Leader speaks to “politics make strange bedfellows. 
We will watch closely the developments of the ques-
tionable New York trip that was planned by an unlikely 
quartet with”—and this is the kicker, Mr. Deputy 
Speaker; wait for it—“would be gaming operators to 
determine the purpose of their meeting at the Four 
Seasons, and the benefit to Bermuda, if any.” 
 Mr. Deputy Speaker! The Honourable Opposi-
tion Leader has quoted something that was on (what 
do you call it?) the social media, Mr. Deputy Speaker. 
Or did she get it from maybe a friend in the police 
force, maybe, or somebody who had access to Mr. 
Shawn Crockwell’s phone, Mr. Deputy Speaker? So 
where did the Opposition Leader—and I will yield—get 
this information from? Would she like to do a point of 
order or a point of information? 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Oh! So it is no point of or-
der. It is no point of information, Mr. Deputy Speaker. 
But it is in, believe it or not, the legislature of Bermu-
da! And words from the Opposition Leader in the 
Throne Speech Reply, Mr. Deputy Speaker! 
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An Hon. Member: It is abominable. 
 
[Crosstalk] 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: And the Honourable Mem-
ber says, That hurts. Oh, my dear. 
 
[Gavel] 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: It does hurt, Mr. Deputy 
Speaker, because the Opposition Leader, when we 
thought there might be a new day from those folks 
over at the UBP and the OBA . . . it is the same old 
story. Drop your books, and you will lose your les-
sons! Sixty per cent of Bermuda will show you that 
story over and over again.  

Mr. Deputy Speaker, what is really telling 
about this little piece in the Throne Speech Reply is 
that the Honourable Member, Shawn Crockwell, who 
predicted in this House in his very last speech in that 
seat right opposite me that the OBA would not win the 
next election because of all the skulduggery that was 
going on in those offices on Chancery Lane, Mr. Dep-
uty Speaker, he said in this House, he said they will 
not win it. And, Mr. Deputy Speaker, this is proof. 
 The man has not even had a chance. . . the 
paint is not dry on his grave. And they have the au-
dacity to put this in a Throne Speech Reply. And it is 
false, Mr. Deputy Speaker. They have no clue. From 
something that was taken off social media by who-
knows-whom. Maybe they are consultants, maybe 
somebody who had a connection with someone who 
had access to Mr. Crockwell’s phone, who was up at 
Prospect, Mr. Deputy Speaker. Tell me how it makes 
its way into the Throne Speech Reply in this country’s 
legislature. 
 But yet, today in congrats and obits, we hear 
how they are saddened by the death of one of their 
former colleagues, Mr. Deputy Speaker. Falsehoods, 
Mr. Deputy Speaker! 
 On page 4, I highlighted one item: “Enabled 
Reduction of Standard Health Premium” in Bermuda. 
And I cannot help but say what they have done to a 
former Premier of this country with the reduction of 
fees for two pieces of equipment that only he has. Mr. 
Deputy Speaker, you talk about bold, bold actions by 
the OBA Government, to reduce those fees—and let 
us be clear: Bermuda HealthCare and Brown-Darrell 
Clinic—reduced those fees between 50 per cent to 
80 per cent, Mr. Deputy Speaker! Who in this Island 
could survive with that kind of reduction in their 
paycheque?  
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: But he battles on. And, Mr. 
Deputy Speaker, on page 5, top of the page, they are 
boasting about “provided the environment to encour-
age hotel development at Morgan’s Point, the Loren, 

St. Regis ground breaking,”—and this is the kicker—
“creating jobs for Bermudians”! My gracious, Mr. Dep-
uty Speaker.  

First of all, we know Morgan’s Point started 
under us; it will finish under us. The St. Regis ground 
breaking? Wow! How much concrete has been laid, 
Mr. Deputy Speaker? I have not seen anything yet. 
And why did they not mention Ariel Sands? The for-
mer Premier jumped in a backhoe, and he and former 
Minister Fahey were down there with their hard hats 
on, kicking up, Yes, sir, Ariel Sands is going to . . . 
where is it going to? They learned a few things before 
they dropped the books; that dealing with developers 
is not as easy a task as a government. They sure 
learned that one, did they not? Yes, they did. 
 So, Mr. Deputy Speaker, I did not want to 
spend this much time on it. But let us talk about the 
next page, page 6, Mr. Deputy Speaker, the Commis-
sion of Inquiry. Now, they have no money for our sen-
iors. They cut our at-risk youth programmes. They cut 
scholarships for our people. They cannot fix schools. 
They cannot do this, they cannot do that. But they find 
$2 million for a Commission of Inquiry, which we know 
now was an absolute witch-hunt.  

How could you have a Commission of Inquiry 
with a former Leader of the OBA? But they are trans-
parent, they are honest, everything is okay. You have 
a commissioner who calls one of our friends up in the 
West . . . it did not even call our former member of the 
board of trustees, said it was absolute fraud. A 
churchgoing man, Mr. Deputy Speaker, trying to make 
a living. He has an agency for warehouses. And yet, 
you have a commissioner on that inquiry who says it 
is absolute fraud. He has not even interviewed the 
man. 
 That should have been grounds, See you lat-
er! Adios, amigo!, Mr. Deputy Speaker. But, no, we 
went through that. Good thing we did. I hope we know 
by the result of the election what the electorate 
thought of that Commission of Inquiry. It was yet but 
another . . . see, what they were hoping was that the 
Commission of Inquiry was going to be a free docu-
ment that they could use in the election. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: You had a former Finance 
Minister, Mr. Richards, who told our seniors that mon-
ey does not grow on trees. But they found a couple of 
million dollars for the Commission of Inquiry. They 
found $77 million for the America’s Cup. The Ameri-
ca’s Cup, which was the magic money tree, I contest. 
The magic money tree, America’s Cup. Well, what 
happened, Mr. Deputy Speaker? You had some com-
panies in this Island saying they had record sales! 
One company said they hired 23 young black Bermu-
dians. Where are they now? So you have record sales 
for two months. You hire 23 young black men. Where 
are they today? 
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The magic money tree called the America’s 
Cup. Well, as we know, our Leader, the Premier of 
this country, had to come for a supplementary today 
for $13 million—the great businessmen of the OBA. 
And, Mr. Deputy Speaker, put a line under that. There 
may be more coming. 

And, Mr. Deputy Speaker, also on page 6 . . . 
now, this had to be the absolute most embarrassing 
moment for this legislature, and I say all of us, be-
cause it is coming from the Opposition Leader. And I 
quote, page 6, the last paragraph, and this is what the 
Opposition Leader says, “Failing to recover money 
that legitimately belong” (they should have had an “s” 
on there) “to the people of Bermuda is a dangerous 
precedent, and to fail to hold to account those who 
have perpetrated such injustice on our people is not 
just unfortunate, it sets a dangerous precedent and 
can be interpreted as tacit approval. This hardly puts 
Bermudians first.” Mr. Deputy Speaker, “legitimately 
belong to the people of Bermuda.” Money? What is 
she saying? That some people stole, Mr. Deputy 
Speaker? That is how I am reading this. 

And, Mr. Deputy Speaker, she is saying that 
the Progressive Labour Party, no matter what Minister 
you are talking about, stole from the people of this 
country. That is what she is saying. That is the ulti-
mate falsehood in this document, Mr. Deputy Speak-
er. This document almost in its entirety needs to dis-
appear. 

How much time do I have, Mr. Deputy Speak-
er? 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thirteen minutes.  
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Thank you. 
 Mr. Deputy Speaker, on page 15, at the top of 
the page, another highlight by the Opposition Leader, 
which she says they “dramatically increased visitor 
numbers and spending.” Really. I tell you what. I tell 
you what, Mr. Deputy Speaker. For the sake of Ber-
muda, and you know I said this when I was in Opposi-
tion. For the sake of Bermuda, I hope that continues. I 
really do. But when you get rock-bottom, Mr. Deputy 
Speaker, there is only one way to go. And that is up. 
There is only one way; it is up. How many tens of mil-
lions of dollars are responsible for those visitor num-
bers rising? 

Mr. Deputy Speaker, we also had something 
called the zika virus. And let us not be fooled. A lot of 
those folks who [had planned to go] to the Caribbean, 
to our neighbours in the south, during that period 
came to Bermuda. So I hope, for Bermuda and Ber-
mudians’ sake, that these numbers continue to rise. I 
really do. 

Now, Mr. Deputy Speaker, let us move on to a 
legitimate document, a document that we are proud 
of. And that is one produced by the Honourable “wan-
nabe” Premier, as was stated time and time again in 
this House by the former Finance Minister, a wannabe 

Premier, called him “Boy” in this House many times. 
Well, now we have a boy Premier who is leading this 
country! 
 
[Desk thumping] 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Many times, wannabe 
Premier, wannabe Finance Minister.  
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: No, they do not under-
stand, Mr. Deputy Speaker. They do not understand, 
Mr. Deputy Speaker. You drop your books, you will 
lose your lessons. Okay? 
 Now, Mr. Deputy Speaker, the Honourable 
Member who . . . well, he did not take his seat; he 
spoke and then just took off. I notice the former Prem-
ier took his bag, and he has gone, too.  
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Yes. So long! Bye-bye! We 
will talk about that in a minute, too. 
 On page 8 of the Progressive Labour Party’s 
Throne Speech, Mr. Deputy Speaker, the Honourable 
Member, Dr. Gibbons, talked about the Technology 
Hub. I have something to say about that Technology 
Hub, and it was interesting listening to Dr. Gibbons 
because you might recall way back when, when he 
said a former-former-former government, what he 
meant to say was, The former-former-former was the 
UBP Government. And he was the Minister of Tech-
nology way back when, you might recall. And all I am 
going to say is, mentioned three letters—TBI [Tele-
Bermuda International]. Some of us who have been 
around long enough may remember that the Minister 
and TBI had a little bit of a relationship, now, did they 
not? Okay, Mr. Deputy Speaker? Now, of course, 
what the Honourable Member did not do was declare 
his interest, because technology, to me, would, WOW, 
be considered as technology. Because I understand 
that Dr. Gibbons and one gentleman that hit the head-
lines earlier this year, Mr. Rick Olson, are partners. In 
what? Well, WOW [World on Wireless]! I wonder what 
they are partners in. WOW, W-O-W. 
 So, I encourage the members of the media, 
you may want to do a little bit of homework and find 
out why there has been no declaration of interest or 
no declaration of anything else with regard to WOW. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: So, Mr. Deputy Speaker, 
the Throne Speech has been well documented today 
by my colleagues. But I would like to touch on a few of 
the things, Mr. Deputy Speaker, that touch on my ar-
ea. And I know my time is limited, but I felt the Ber-
mudian public needed to hear some of that infor-
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mation, Mr. Deputy Speaker, because I did not want 
them to be led down the wrong street with regard to 
that document. (Thank you very much.)  
 Mr. Deputy Speaker, you will know that in this 
beautiful document, which will go down in history, I 
think, and the reason I say that, Mr. Deputy Speaker, 
you will find . . . and I encourage the OBA Govern-
ment, and I certainly encourage the people of Bermu-
da, to hold us to account. You will find that this Throne 
Speech will probably go down in history in that every-
thing in this Throne Speech, Mr. Deputy Speaker, with 
the assistance of the Almighty God, will be accom-
plished before the end of this session. Yes, they will. If 
He spares life I think you will see a lot of successes. 
 You will not see in the next Throne Speech, 
Mr. Deputy Speaker, a repeat. You may see one or 
two, but you will find many of these, if not all, will be 
accomplished under this Progressive Labour Party 
Government. Because we are going to set goals that 
we can achieve. They will not be political notes to 
sweeten anybody, Mr. Deputy Speaker. They are go-
ing to be achievable goals for our people on behalf of 
this Government. 
 Now, Mr. Deputy Speaker, there has been a 
little talk about Financial Assistance, and you even 
alluded to it in your very first Statement. Maybe we 
should change the Ministry. But, Mr. Deputy Speaker, 
we have, right now, here, as I sit, 361 able-bodied 
people on financial assistance. And my people have 
already said I am crazy, but I am going to get all of 
them in a room, Mr. Deputy Speaker, and we are go-
ing to have a conversation. We are. And we are going 
to see if we can put our able-bodied people who are 
on financial assistance to work. And if they do not 
have any qualifications, we are going to try and get 
them qualifications, whether it be GED, and then from 
the GED, you want a bachelor’s? You want to be a 
welder? You want to be a plumber? We are going to 
get them some tools, Mr. Deputy Speaker, so that 
they are no longer on financial assistance. I have 
been tasked with that job.  

And guess what? We have some disabled 
folks on financial assistance. Guess what? I am going 
to get them in a room, too, because some of our disa-
bled and unfortunately challenged people, Mr. [Depu-
ty] Speaker, can do other things, and they have other 
talents. And we are going to try and create opportuni-
ties for them, as well. 
 Mr. [Deputy] Speaker, I know it is a passion of 
our Premier to assist our football clubs, our communi-
ty clubs. And I can tell you, I know it is a passion of his 
because he has called me in already three times and 
said, Look. What’s the update? It has only been like, 
what, how many days? Fifty? And I have had three 
meetings already. What’s the story? What’s going on? 
For a minute there, I thought the last meeting that I 
had, he was going to fire me, Mr. [Deputy] Speaker. I 
said, Partner, you’ve got to give me a little time. But, 
Mr. [Deputy] Speaker, we will, as is stated very clearly 

in the Throne Speech . . . if this former Government 
can give millions and millions of dollars of guarantees 
to a developer, and we can give millions and millions 
of dollars of guarantees to a bank, no less, why can 
we not give support and guarantees for the communi-
ty clubs, the life-red, the blood, the grass roots people 
of this country? 
 
[Desk thumping] 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: And, Mr. [Deputy] Speaker, 
you know what that speaks to? If we can do that, be-
cause I think many of us on this side, many of those 
on that side, have spent time with our people, our 
grass roots people, in workmen’s clubs . . . we know 
what can be achieved. And we are going to help them, 
Mr. Deputy Speaker. We will help them.  

And it is not a political ploy. We are going to 
help them, Mr. Deputy Speaker. We have already met 
with many of them and said, You come back to us 
with your plans. You want to build a restaurant on 
your club? You want to increase your youth pro-
grammes? Because, you know what, Mr. Deputy 
Speaker? We spend $85,000 a year on a prisoner. 
Why the heck can we not spend $20,000 on every 
one of our youths in this country? 
 But, you know what? My brother here, my 
colleague, Rolfe Commissiong, talks about it all the 
time. We need to peel back some layers! Why are our 
young black men killing each other? Why are those 
little white boys not killing each other? There is a rea-
son for that! And we have got to peel back those lay-
ers, and we have to . . . we know why. There is a seri-
ous wealth gap in this country. There are serious is-
sues with not supporting our youth and all the little 
programmes for our black children. And we have to 
get there.  

I met with National Sports Centre yesterday, 
Mr. Deputy Speaker. And we talked about the support 
for BNAA [Bermuda National Athletics Association], 
now (it used to be Bermuda Track and Field) our black 
sport. Right across the wall is our swimming sport. 
Why is it that the swimmers get a hell of a lot more 
sponsorship money than those on the other side of 
the wall? And we had a few people in the meeting, Mr. 
Deputy Speaker, that did not like me to talk about it, 
There’s a reason for that. Why do we not . . . when 
you have the track and field championships, you look 
up in the grandstands and it is predominantly what? 
Black! But you have a rugby festival or a swimming 
meet, and what is the prominence that is seen? 
Rolfe? MP Rolfe knows. He talks about it all the time. 
And he hits it head-on. 
 But I will tell you what the Premier has done, 
in his infinite wisdom. (Or he wants to punish me.) I 
tell you what. We have race relations under my Minis-
try, too. And I am going to be calling on Mr. Rolfe 
Commissiong, and all of his years of experience, to 
give me a hand. Let me lay down that marker. So, 
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folks, get ready. We had a big conversation not long 
ago; it seems like decades now. But you know what? 
That needs to come back on the table.  
 How much time have I got, Mr. Deputy 
Speaker? 
 
The Deputy Speaker: You have got a minute and a 
half. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: A minute and a half? 
 
The Deputy Speaker:  Yes. 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Mr. Deputy Speaker, with 
regard to our clubs, because there may be a little mis-
conception out there. They may be, Oh, where are 
you guys going to get the money from already? Al-
ready had questions from the media: Where are you 
guys getting money from? It is a guarantee, Mr. Depu-
ty Speaker. It is a guarantee. We are not saying we 
are going to give every club in Bermuda $1 million and 
say, Go knock yourselves out! But what we want to do 
is assist. And that assistance is going to be in the form 
of a guarantee if they require it. 

But it is not going to be without checks and 
balances. We are going to have individuals who are 
going to assist those clubs to put whatever they need 
to put in place, whether it is liquor control, whether it is 
management of whatever they have in the club. We 
are going to assist them. And I will lay down that 
marker, because that is going to be a party for us, Mr. 
Deputy Speaker.  

Now, Mr. Deputy Speaker, you know I am not 
like my Honourable Member, Mr. Wayne Furbert; he is 
a singer. But I have to leave you and the people of 
Bermuda on the one note: There is a song that was 
laid before me this summer. And it went (I am not go-
ing to sing it), but I am going to say . . . Wayne, MP 
Furbert, could sing it. It went something like this: So 
long! Bye-bye! And the significance of that song— 

 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, the Honourable 
Minister of Social Development and Sports, from con-
stituency 29. Bye-bye. 
 
[Laughter and desk thumping] 
 
Hon. Zane J. S. De Silva: Thank you very much. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: The Chair recognises the Dep-
uty Premier. . .   
 
Some Hon. Members: Turn on your microphone. 
 
Hon. Walter H. Roban: Thank you, Mr. Deputy 
Speaker. I made a promise to the Whip I will be brief. 
And perhaps I will have another opportunity in future 
sessions to be more descriptive and colourful and ar-
ticulate on my presentations. 

 But I wish to certainly start with congratulating 
my party, our team and our leadership, for the Speech 
from the Throne and all that was presented in it last 
week. I do believe that it is a symbol of a page that 
has been turned in our country and the start of a new 
beginning. And I want to make something very clear to 
the people of this country, Members of this House and 
those who are listening: The future is on this side. The 
past is on the other side. That is what is very clear. 
 The voters, on July 18th, voted for a future. 
They did not vote to retain the past of pain and suffer-
ing which they have been experiencing for the past 
four and a half years. They voted at 60 per cent for 
the future—a future that will mean better education for 
our children; a future that is going to include Wi-Fi in 
our schools so our children can embrace the technol-
ogies and the needs of the future; a future that will 
include collaboration with our partners in business, in 
the unions and the community; a future that will in-
clude greater economic diversification, Mr. Deputy 
Speaker; a future that will remove policies that prey on 
those who do not have as much as those who are part 
of the privileged, policies like in debt collection, poli-
cies in pensions that make it more attractive for em-
ployers to employ non-Bermudian workers over Ber-
mudians, policies that will ensure a bipartisan and all-
encompassing approach to the future of immigration. 
 Like I said, Mr. Deputy Speaker, the past is 
over there with the Opposition. The future is with the 
Government, with the PLP Government. And the peo-
ple embraced that future on July 18th. And this Throne 
Speech given on September 8th outlined the first steps 
that that future is taking. This Government has made it 
very clear that it is going to take steps. Yes, we have 
had to come out of the blocks running. But those 
steps, even when we are running, are going to be 
careful steps. That is why this Throne Speech outlines 
an objective for a year that we believe we can 
achieve. It has not put flowery proposals; it has not 
promised lofty objectives way beyond the means of 
the current Government. 
 Because let us not forget, Mr. Deputy Speak-
er, we were left with no money. And as the Honoura-
ble Premier has tabled a Bill to pay for things that 
could not be afforded, he tabled a Bill in this House for 
spending that was not allocated for from a Govern-
ment, a former Government that said we had no mon-
ey. So that is the reality. And that was done to paint a 
clear reality to the people of this country as to what 
the PLP Government is working with. That is not an 
excuse; that is a fact. But that fact does not change 
the optimism that we come to the House with and in 
our position as the Government of this country we are 
going to pursue.  

That optimism was embodied in the 60 per 
cent of those persons who voted for this Government 
on July 18th. They voted for hope, as has already been 
said. They voted for opportunity. They voted for trans-
parency. They voted for honesty in Government, a 
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Government that will tell them like it is, not propose 
lofty promises that could never be achieved. 
 And that is why we are here, and that is what 
we are actually going to ensure that we achieve on 
behalf of all of the people of this country. We have 
already begun our discussions with business, be-
cause we consider them a partner. We have already 
begun our discussions with unions, because they are 
our partners. We have already begun our discussions 
with people in the community who lead efforts to en-
sure that this community is healthy and happy, be-
cause they are our partners. And we are going to be a 
Government of partnership, going forward. 
 And we have been given a clear mandate, Mr. 
[Deputy] Speaker. It does not mean that we are not 
going to consult, because many of the things that we 
have outlined in this Throne Speech are about part-
nership and even working with the Opposition. In 
some jurisdictions, Mr. [Deputy] Speaker, having 
60 per cent, you do not have to work with anybody. 
But that is not the philosophy of the Progressive La-
bour Party. It never has been. Sixty per cent, a histori-
cal mandate not equalled in over a generation in this 
modern Bermuda political environment. But we are 
going to partner. We are going to work with the people 
in this country. We are going to work with the Opposi-
tion. We are going to work with business. We are go-
ing to work with unions. We are going to work with our 
clubs. We are going to work with caring organisations 
that are working for our seniors, working for our chil-
dren, working for those who are disabled, to ensure 
that the decisions and the steps made to improve 
Bermuda going forward will benefit everyone. 
 Now, Mr. [Deputy] Speaker, I believe I was 
given strict instructions by the Whip. And so, I am go-
ing to abide by those instructions, and I am going to 
take my seat. But I do believe that I have come late to 
the House, because I was in London doing business 
on behalf of the people of Bermuda. And I would just 
like to say one other thing, which is that Brexit is real. 
And the challenges that our country can face around 
that are real. And we as a Government and as a peo-
ple must hold hands together to face the challenges of 
the United States and the administration over there, 
and what we are facing from Europe.  

And I do hope that we will have the coopera-
tion of the Opposition in that. Some of the things I 
have learned are real, and I do hope that, going for-
ward, not only will the work that we do out of the 
Throne Speech will see great support from the com-
munity, but I do hope the steps that we know we have 
to take to ensure the protection of Bermuda as a safe, 
economically successful jurisdiction that will benefit 
her people will also be supported. Thank you. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Thank you, Mr. Deputy Prem-
ier, Minister of Transport and Regulatory Affairs, from 
constituency 15. And thank you again for being brief. 
 Any further speakers? 

 We call on the Premier, who will be the final 
speaker in this debate. 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Good evening, Mr. Deputy 
Speaker. And, Mr. Deputy Speaker, we have had a 
wide-ranging debate today on the Throne Speech, 
which was delivered last week Friday. And I think it 
makes it very clear what is the difference between the 
Government, Progressive Labour Party, and the Op-
position, One Bermuda Alliance. And it is very, very 
simple. They are the past. And we are the future. 
Their ideas are from a bygone era, and our ideas and 
plans are for the future of this country. 
 So whether it is the last person who spoke on 
that side, the former Honourable Minister for Econom-
ic Development, who said he has been here for 23 
years; or whether it be the former Premier, who, even 
though his last speech given in this place, from this 
exact seat, said that he would come back to Parlia-
ment and defend his record against a vote of no con-
fidence, went to the polls and today could not even 
speak to defend his Government’s record; or whether 
it be the former Honourable Attorney General, who 
seems that we should take money that is promised to 
Cash Back [for] Communities to pay for his overseas 
lawyers—they represent the past, Mr. Deputy Speak-
er. And on this side, we represent the future. 
 And it could be no more clear about the past 
when listening to the Honourable Member, Mr. Grant 
Gibbons, talk about our Throne Speech, which said, to 
listen to the Honourable Member talk about the less 
fortunate in society and say that we are pandering to 
our base when talking about trickle-down economics. 
Now, I can tell you what, Mr. Deputy Speaker. There 
are a whole lot of people in this country who would 
like to be in the position of sitting at the table of BAC 
[Bermuda Air Conditioning]; and Capital G; and Colo-
nial; and Bermuda Motors; and Burrows Lightbourn; 
and WOW [World On Wireless]. 
 
An Hon. Member: There are more. There are more. 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: I am just saying there are a 
whole lot of people who would like to be sitting at that 
table. 
 But most of the people in this country, Mr. 
[Deputy] Speaker, are taking the crumbs. And our job 
is to ensure that they have a seat at the table, Mr. 
Deputy Speaker. And so, when I hear about the Hon-
ourable Member saying that we are pandering to our 
base, guess what, Mr. Deputy Speaker? The base is 
the 59 per cent of the people in this country who gave 
us 24 seats. And they are the ones who are the peo-
ple who are calling the shots. As I said, the past and 
the future. 
 And the disconnect continues, Mr. Deputy 
Speaker, because, as I mentioned earlier, not a peep 
from the former Premier today in here, of course. But 
it seems as though . . . and I will call him, because 
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even though he is not a Member of the Shadow Cabi-
net, he seems [to be] the de facto Opposition Leader, 
because you see him taking his photo ops as always, 
posting his pictures, making his comments, doing all 
the rest. His Twitter is more active than the OBA’s 
Twitter—all that type of stuff, as though he is still 
there. But he cannot speak in here, it seems. And 
then he decides, during Parliamentary Questions, 
when he could have gotten up and defended his Gov-
ernment’s record, clarified what may have been hap-
pening, takes to social media to say, Well, the former 
Government approved $300,000 of community grants, 
and it is shameful that the new Government has spent 
the money elsewhere. 
 Well, guess what, Mr. Deputy Speaker? There 
was not $300,000 to give! So, the former Government 
just engaged in fraud, promising everything to every-
body before that election campaign in the hopes that 
they would be re-elected. 
 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: Point of order, Mr. 
Deputy Speaker. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: What is your point of order? 
 

POINT OF ORDER 
[Imputing improper motive] 

 
Hon. Patricia J. Gordon-Pamplin: The Honourable 
Member is imputing improper motive. Nobody en-
gaged in fraud. The Honourable Member needs to 
withdraw that comment. 
 
The Deputy Speaker: Mr. Premier, carry on. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Thank you very much, Mr. Depu-
ty Speaker.  

Well, let us put it this way, seeing that the Op-
position Leader, I guess, is an accountant. So, if you 
tell somebody that you are going to give them 
$300,000, but you only have $200,000 in the bank, 
what is that called? 

 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Thank you. I rest my case. It is 
very simple. The numbers do not lie, and the facts are 
here. And, of course, we hear from . . . I will get to 
you, Madam Opposition Leader, in a little bit, because 
we hear her talking about disgusting. Well, you know 
what was disgusting, Mr. Deputy Speaker? Her Reply. 
 
An Hon. Member: Yes, sir! Yes. 
 
An Hon. Member: Falsehoods. 
 

Hon. E. David Burt: That is what was disgusting. And 
it is so sad that they have not learned the lessons 
from the election campaign.  
 Now, they sat there throwing mud, throwing 
mud, making up stories, throwing mud, sending out 
their henchmen, throwing mud, doing whatever they 
could possibly do to distract away from their poor rec-
ord of government, and it did not work. That is why 
they are over there. We know all the stories. Sending 
people out to record me secretly.  
 
An Hon. Member: That is right!  
 
Hon. E. David Burt: We remember all of it. We saw it 
all. 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Oh, yes! Oh, and the Opposition 
Leader looks at me in shock and surprise about peo-
ple are recording me secretly. Well, guess what the 
secret recording people came to ask me about? Oh, 
you know, about some supposed trip to New York. 
There we go. So, do not be too surprised unless the 
former Opposition Leader or the de facto Opposition 
Leader kept you in the dark. Or maybe the former 
campaign chair, former Minister Fahy, who now wants 
to be “Honourable” Michael Fahy— 
 
An Hon. Member: Not an honourable man. 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Maybe he kept you in the dark, 
Madam Opposition Leader. Maybe you have not real-
ised how it works over there in the One Bermuda Alli-
ance. And even though you might sit in the seat, you 
may not really be in charge. 
 
An Hon. Member: They do keep some people out of 
the real picture. We know that. 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: But that is what happened. You 
would think that they would learn. But they have not 
learned. And then at the end of the Opposition Lead-
er’s speech, she has the absolute nerve to say, and I 
quote, “[I] trust that the pettiness of politics takes a 
back seat . . .” 
 
Some Hon. Members: Wow. Oh, my goodness. 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Now, there will be some, Mr. 
Deputy Speaker, who would question the state of 
someone who could engage in pettiness for a full 
speech and then, at the end of the speech, say, I 
hope that pettiness takes a back seat. Well, I think 
that the Opposition Leader probably needs a new 
name, because I will call her, this evening as I go 
through this, “the Princess of Pettiness.” Because 
when you want to come and talk about how we have 
put seniors to the front of the line in a protest, and you 
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have the audacity to talk about being petty in an offi-
cial speech, when you have the audacity to talk about, 
and I quote, “[a] trip . . . with would be gaming opera-
tors”— 
 
An Hon. Member: Wow! 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: It is below and beneath the digni-
ty of this House! 
 
An Hon. Member: And the office of Opposition Lead-
er. 
 
[Hon. Dennis P. Lister, Jr., Speaker, in the Chair] 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: And when asked about it earlier, 
she could not even bring up anything to confirm this. 
But here is the thing, Mr. Speaker, I can tell you. 
There was no trip to meet with, as I quote, what was 
this, “would be gaming operators.” It was a figment of 
the imagination of the One Bermuda Alliance and 
those persons of whom they wanted to put in the 
campaign. But it is no surprise, because she, the 
Honourable Opposition Leader, will put anything in her 
speech, just like there was a line that said that we im-
plemented the Tourism Incentive Act. 
 Mr. Speaker, search the records. There is 
nothing ever called the Tourism Incentive Act. It does 
not exist. The Honourable Opposition Leader made up 
an Act, put it in her Reply and said, This is something 
that the former Government did. Just made it up! 
 
[Inaudible interjections] 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Made it up! Let us go on, be-
cause it is almost as though, when we are talking 
about beating the dead horse about the election cam-
paign, on page 13 we see again, as though it did not 
work in the campaign, they figure, Maybe it will work 
now.  
 
An Hon. Member: Yes, let’s give it a shot. 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Talking about the Government’s 
plan to invest pension plan money in start-ups.  

And then they have the audacity to question 
the credentials of the new Chairman of the Public 
Funds Investment Committee! Well, it just so happens 
that that chairman, Mr. Barclay Simmons, the former 
Chairman of the Bermuda Monetary Authority, the 
former Chairman of Butterfield Bank, a member of 
your very own blue-ribbon panel on the airport, all of a 
sudden he is not good enough because we appointed 
him to chair a very important committee. Making 
things up. To imagine that they would actually call into 
question someone who is serving the country on a 
voluntary basis. 
 But that is the nature of the One Bermuda 
Alliance, Mr. Speaker. And that is why I say it is the 

past versus the future. And it is as though they did not 
learn when we hear them talking about the America’s 
Cup. Now, we were here earlier today. And I think that 
everyone who has a boat may have driven through 
the Great Sound and seen this wonderful $40 million 
empty piece of land. We talk about the legacy of, as 
the Honourable Opposition Leader said, 500 Bermu-
dian jobs. My question to you, Mr. Speaker, is, where 
are those jobs now? It is simple—the past versus the 
future. 
 Now, Mr. Speaker, I am not going to waste 
too much time on the Honourable Member’s Reply or 
the comments from those Members of the past, be-
cause what the people of this country voted for on 
July 18th was a different vision. And that is what we 
provided last week Friday. That was the Speech from 
the Throne of which the Governor read, representing 
this Government. And it talked about things which, for 
some reason, the One Bermuda Alliance has found a 
way to criticise, collaboration. Well, guess what? The 
reason why you are over there is because you did not 
listen enough to the people and the stakeholders in 
this country. And guess what? We will not make that 
mistake. We will collaborate, and we will not make any 
apologies for collaboration. We will work with interna-
tional business and local business to grow this econ-
omy. 
 
[Pause] 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: (Oh. I thought people were ex-
cited.) 
 We will have a Tax Reform Commission that 
will examine our system of taxation and that will make 
recommendations to make our system of taxation 
more fair. 
 
The Speaker: Reminding the Members to have those 
technical items turned off. 
 
[Inaudible interjections and laughter] 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: I know, right? 
 
[Laughter] 
 
The Speaker: Premier, you can continue.  

Premier? 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Sorry, Mr. Speaker. I was getting 
distracted. 
 We will, as I said, the future . . . we will have 
an Economic Diversification Unit to diversify this 
economy, which we have been speaking about for so 
long, but actions have not happened. 
 And when I hear the questions about, Oh, we 
should just rely on a lobbyist in Washington, DC, here 
is the thing, Mr. Speaker. Again, it is the past versus 
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the future. We are paying rent for an empty office in 
DC. 
 
[Inaudible interjection] 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Yes, we are paying rent for an 
empty office in DC. Why not staff that office instead of 
paying a lobbyist, and that person can do more than 
just lobby? He can do business—he or she can do 
business development. They can do things to grow 
our economy and to assist. That is what we talk about, 
Mr. Speaker. It is the past versus the future. 

When we are talking about what happens in 
the European Union, which happens to hold great sig-
nificance, we are going to make sure that we tell our 
own story and not rely on the United Kingdom to tell 
the story for us. The past versus the future, Mr. 
Speaker. When we talk about community club loan 
guarantees, criticised by the other side, even though 
they were perfectly willing to give guarantees to their 
friends . . . well, guess what, Mr. Speaker? It is the 
past versus the future, because the people inside of 
those clubs and those communities want support from 
their Government, and they are tired of seeing their 
Government only support others and not their own. 

We talk about Financial Assistance reform—a 
whole lot of words from the Opposition, but they did 
nothing. We will make the reforms which are required 
in order to get able-bodied people into work and to 
upgrade their skills because that is the only way that 
we are going to fix the issue in the long term. The past 
versus the future. 

There was a comment from the former Minis-
ter of Education, talking about what was the empirical 
evidence about middle schools and whatnot. Well, 
allow me to say something very clearly: It may not be 
the same in constituency 8, where that Member rep-
resents, because I suspect that a large number of his 
constituents are not in the public school system. But 
when I am on the hills of West Park Lane, when I am 
on Mount Hill, when we are inside of our communities, 
we hear what our constituents are telling us loud and 
clear. It was inside of our platform to revert to a two-
tiered system, and this Government will keep its prom-
ise. We will consult. We will get it right. But we will do 
what is necessary to make sure that our young people 
have the best results. Because, Mr. Speaker, you 
have heard me before. I have pledged that my chil-
dren when they come old enough will be in the public 
school system. And I want to make sure that that sys-
tem is the best. 

There are many Members who sit to my left, 
to my right, and even some across who are Members 
of the Progressive Labour Party who all have their 
kids in the public school system. And in that case, we 
want to be sure that this system is working for us. So 
when we hear about the past versus the future, when 
we talk about the things inside of our Throne Speech, 
talking about developing apps for the Government, 

making sure that our young people at the Bermuda 
College are developing them instead of high-price IT 
consultants, again, the past versus the future. 

We, Mr. Speaker, are going to do things dif-
ferently. We are going to implement a living wage. We 
are going to have bipartisan immigration reform that is 
going to assist to grow our economy and make sure 
that our system of labour regulation works better. We 
are going to remove the inequities from the pension 
legislation, which we have spoken about for five 
years, but now have a chance to do, something that 
belatedly found its way into the One Bermuda Alliance 
election platform. We are going to make sure that we 
reform the child support system. We are going to 
make sure that we reform legal aid. We are going to 
make sure that we start regulating conduct in financial 
services, whether that be banks, insurance compa-
nies, or debt collection. That is what we are going to 
do, Mr. Speaker, because that is what a modern de-
mocracy deserves. The past versus the future, Mr. 
Speaker. That is what we have had. 

So, as I get ready to close, I am reminded . . . 
oh, dear. 

 
[Laughter] 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: (I have got to make sure this new 
thing is working.) 
 I am reminded that, as Bermudians, we need 
to have confidence in our abilities. We need to have 
confidence in the fact that we can be different, that we 
can do better, that we can make the changes that are 
required, that we do not have to be constrained by our 
small size or our past mistakes, that we can do it dif-
ferently as we go forward. 
 And the challenge that we have, Mr. Speaker, 
is that there are some persons in this country who, in 
my view, suffer from a collective sense of mental 
slavery. And it prevents them from thinking differently. 
It prevents them from thinking in a way that is not Eu-
ropean-centric. It prevents them from thinking that the 
ethos of which they have been told [can] be the only 
way, and they cannot think of something different.  
 Mr. Speaker, the people voted for change. 
Whether it be the young people who I see, who say 
that July 18th was the first time that they ever voted; or 
whether it be the 40- and 50-year-olds who registered 
to vote for the first time and came out to express their 
democratic right on July 18th, they felt motivated. They 
felt motivated to stand up for their children’s future 
and for their future. We will, as a Government, repre-
sent them. We will fulfil their hopes, their dreams, and 
their aspirations. We will make sure that we are a part 
of the communities of which we represent. And we will 
not fall into the trap of allowing those persons who 
represent the past from keeping Bermuda from the 
greatness of its future. 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
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[Desk thumping] 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Mr. Premier. 
 That brings it to a close, the item that we have 
been discussing, item 1, the Reply to the Throne 
Speech.  
 The other items, Orders 2 through 7, are car-
ried over. Correct, Mr. Premier, carried over? 
 

ANNOUNCEMENT BY THE SPEAKER 
 

SESSIONAL SELECT COMMITTEES 
 
The Speaker: Before I call on you, Mr. Premier, there 
was one item that I forgot to do this morning that I 
would like to do at this moment.  

When I named the Standing and Sessional 
Committees, I forgot to name the Panel of Chairs. 
And the Deputy Speaker heads up that panel as the 
chairman. The Honourable R. Ming, the Honourable 
S. Jackson, the Honourable R. Commissiong, the 
Honourable N. Simons, the Honourable L. K. Scott, 
and the Honourable H. K. Swan are the members who 
complete the Panel of Chairs for this session. 
 I would also like to remind Members, particu-
larly our new Members, that there will be the training 
session for new Members. It is going to be this Thurs-
day at noon, here in the Chambers—for all Members, 
actually. Not just new Members, but for all Members. 
A refresher course for some of the older Members. 
 Mr. Premier. 
 

ADJOURNMENT 
 
Hon. E. David Burt: Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 
 Mr. Speaker, I move that the House do now 
adjourn until September 22nd. 
 
The Speaker: Thank you, Mr. Premier. 
 No Members wish to speak to that? 
 The House now stands adjourned until next 
week Friday at 10:00 am. 
 
[Gavel] 
 
[At 10:07 pm, the House stood adjourned until 
10:00 am, Friday, 22 September 2017.]  
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