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Good morning, Mr. Speaker. 
  
I am happy to report to this House that the West End Development Corporation (WEDCO) 
Board has met regularly since their appointment in January and have made good progress 
on advancing a host of exciting new initiatives.  
 
Mr. Speaker, firstly, I am pleased to announce that Moresby House, the Star of India and 
the former BAR Base buildings - are now home to Savvy Entertainment Bermuda through a 
lease arrangement with Wedco. Our country is filled with artistic talent covering all genres 
of entertainment and culture. Savvy Entertainment Bermuda is a local company looking to 
use their expertise and worldwide contacts to help develop that talent. 
 
Mr. Speaker, Savvy Entertainment were first introduced to Bermuda as the entertainment 
producers for the America’s Cup last year and most recently held an entertainment 
showcase and industry professional networking opportunity at the Earl Cameron Theatre 
featuring local artists Olivia Hamilton, Jesse Seymour, the Simons brothers, Brittany Cox 
and Sheila Smith; who performed before a panel of international industry professionals 
including Keri Hilson, Anthony Hamilton, Shanti Das, Anthony Blakey, and Blac Elvis; who 
provided industry advice on how to advance their careers.  That public advice was 
immediately followed by individual sessions with each artist to further explore options for 
their careers.  So spectacular were the performances of Jesse Seymour and Olivia Hamilton 
- that evening they were invited to perform in Atlanta this summer. 
 
Mr. Speaker, I had the privilege of attending the Session at City Hall and can confirm that 
the participation by all of our young artists was nothing short of spectacular - I am 
continually blown away by the breath of talent on this island.  Savvy plans to conduct these 
sessions quarterly with different local artists so that they too can reap the benefit of this 
professional interaction.  So enamored with the island was the panel that they all have 
volunteered to return to Bermuda for the remainder of the Savvy Sessions this year to lend 
consistency to the assessments. 
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Mr. Speaker, plans are well advanced to construct a world class music studio at Moresby 
House and utilize the Star of India Building in support of the studio as well as being the 
home for the Savvy Foundation and its outreach to Bermuda’s youth.  Several ‘A’ and ‘B’ list 
artists have already expressed an interest in recording in Bermuda. 
 
Savvy has relationships with studios in Los Angeles, Atlanta, New York, and London and 
looks forward to offering international artists an opportunity to record in a picturesque 
setting like no other in the world – the Royal Naval Dockyard. 
 
Mr. Speaker, the former BAR Base has been rebranded as “The Shed” – the newest and 
perhaps the largest indoor entertainment and event space on the island. 
 
Mr. Speaker, a most successful inaugural event was staged at “The Shed” this past Saturday 
where entrepreneurs, promoters, event organizers from across the entertainment 
spectrum and the general public were hosted at Vegas Nights - so that they could see 
firsthand the potential of the venue as both a wet weather site for Cross Island as well as 
the newest entertainment spot on the Island.  Repeat spectacular performances by Jesse 
Seymour and Olivia Hamilton were delivered on Saturday night. 
 
Mr. Speaker, the Savvy Foundation is a USA non-profit organisation that serves youth and 
young adults with a focus on education, music, arts, creative entrepreneurship, health and 
wellness. The Savvy Foundation Bermuda has applied for charity status but in the interim 
has already hosted a number of events for Bermuda Charities including - a Jump-2B-Fit 
event for the Bermuda Heart Foundation, sponsorship of Impact Mentoring Academy and 
an asthma clinic for Sankofa – to name a few. The Foundation's mission is to educate, 
inspire, and challenge individuals to reach their maximum potential while encouraging an 
attitude of service, compassion and generosity. Dame Jennifer Smith has been invited to 
join the Board of the International Foundation and to serve as the resident Director in 
Bermuda.  It will come as no surprise to anyone that the mere mention of education almost 
ensures Dame Jennifer’s enthusiastic participation. 
 
Mr. Speaker, I am particularly excited by The Savvy Foundation Peer to Peer programme 
that caters to high school students, offering them direction in the development of their 
creative and social skills as well as encouraging self-awareness.  The art exchange arm of 
this programme, establishes a venue for these forward-thinking students to explore those 
developmental skills in cultures that are not easily accessible to them.   
 
Last year the Foundation and its education partners, selected ten (10) students from 
Georgia Public Schools to participate in the Savvy Art Exchange Program.   Ten (10) 
students from Germany (including the cities: Munich, Berlin, Frankfurt) were also selected 
to participate.   
 
Similarly, students from Atlanta were exposed to the various forms of music and dance that 
the cities in Germany had to offer. They were also exposed to German food, practices, and 
culture for dance and other arts. 
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During the same month, students from Germany traveled to Atlanta to be exposed to the 
various forms of music and dance that America has to offer. They too were exposed to 
American food, practices, culture and dance.   
 
At the end of the month – all the students gathered in Atlanta for a “Peer to Peer” discussion 
and exchange of experiences about the richness of the arts and culture of each country.  
 
Mr. Speaker, Bermuda students will soon also have that opportunity.  The exposure for 
our young people is huge and will provide them with a broader world experience that they 
would not otherwise receive. 
 
And the second issue is the interim arrangements for the use of Cross Island.  The previous 
Wedco Board had commissioned a sub-committee to deal with this issue, and the 
Committee engaged the public for input. The executive summary of that report has been 
provided to the new Board and is still being reviewed.  
 
Mr. Speaker, while this is not a decision that should be rushed into; we must also keep in 
mind that these facilities are Bermuda assets which should not continue to sit vacant while 
a decision is made. I am pleased to advise you today, that the Board has decided in the 
short term, to make this area available for events that do not require any permanent 
structures. 
 
Wedco is working with the Department of Planning to expeditiously conclude the 
application process for final approval for the use of the island. 
 
WEDCO has entered into a one-year agreement with Savvy Entertainment Bermuda 
Limited to manage the site in the short term.  It makes sense to utilize an entity that is 
resident in the area. 
 
Mr. Speaker, we are ever mindful of the $39 million-dollar cost for the construction of this 
site and therefore use of it for events will have a pre-negotiated fee.  All revenue raised 
from events on the island will be passed on to Government to assist with deferring 
construction costs. 
 
I can report that since the initial announcement on February 15th there has been great 
interest from a wide cross section of the community – interested in renting the island.  All 
indications are that the first event will likely be a real community driven charity event that 
will demonstrate the versatility of uses for the island.  
 
The full details on the procedures (inclusive of costs) and contact for booking the island 
will be released tomorrow (Tuesday).  Suffice to say Mr. Speaker, the plan is to have the 
widest possible participation by Bermudians. 
 
Mr. Speaker, we are encouraged by the interest in Cross Island and its environs – we are 
also greatly encouraged by the enthusiasm and support shown by the community for the 
concept of a variety of uses – so that all Bermudians will find an opportunity to use the 
island in support of Bermudian entrepreneurs. 
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Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 


