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Mr. Speaker,  

Yesterday I had the pleasure of participating in the launch of the tenth 

annual Technology Leadership Forum (TLF) Internship Programme. 

Eight Bermudian students will spend twelve-weeks in this intense, 

challenging and incredibly rewarding programme, exposing them to the 

many varied career paths which they can pursue across multiple 

industries.  

 

Mr. Speaker,  

The TLF, a registered charity, is run in partnership between private sector 

organizations and the Department of ICT Policy and Innovation. The 

Internship Programme was created in response to the growing need for 

qualified Bermudian talent in the ever growing Information and 

Communication Technologies (ICT) field. Graduates of the program are 

now working in many organisations across the Island such as Bermuda 



 

Hospitals Board, CCS, Validus, Ariel Re, Orbis, Renaissance Re, FAC, 

Deloitte, Decisions, E&Y, ACT, the Government of Bermuda, Ascendant, 

NOVA, XL/Chubb and many others. 

 

Mr. Speaker,  

The TLF’s Internship model is beneficial to the selected students as it 

combines classroom learning, team projects, and fieldwork at the 

participating companies. This combination of theoretical learning and on-

the-job practice is to ensure that the interns acquire a rich experience in 

the ICT field. Moreover, participants will develop their networking skills 

and develop relationships within the ICT community throughout the 

course of the programme assisting them as they eventually search for 

employment. 

  

Mr. Speaker,  

With the most recent development in the FinTech space, we must ensure 

that we have Bermudians trained and ready to fill the technically centric 

opportunities. One of the Fintech companies may need the skills of 

Software Developers, Network Engineers, Database Administrators, 

Machine Learning Engineers, Information Security Analysts, DevOp 

Engineers or Business Intelligence Developers to mobilize their business 

processes and deliver their services. The TLF Internship Programme is an 

excellent entry point into industry for these college students as they are 

exposed to a variety of IT and business disciplines, helping them to make 

informed career decisions, as well as focus their course of study.  

 



 

Mr. Speaker,  

While the classroom training is primarily focused on technical skills such 

as business continuity, blockchain, information security, project 

management, data warehousing, programming, and networking, there is 

also an emphasis placed on soft skills throughout the curriculum. These 

include customer service, time management, and communication skills.  

 

At the end of the Programme, the interns receive a certificate of 

excellence, which ensures industry partners of the level of expertise that 

the student is bringing to the table - because they successfully completed 

a high-quality curriculum designed by the TLF partners themselves in 

response to the Island’s needs and in light of international best practices.   

 

Mr. Speaker, 

The TLF embodies the ideals of good corporate citizenship in Bermuda. 

Participation by private sector entities shows their commitment to 

attracting and recruiting Bermudian ICT students, mentoring and 

networking with them, and providing the training that will make them 

invaluable in the ICT community as they progress in their chosen ICT-

focused professions. 

 

Mr. Speaker, 

Yesterday I thanked the TLF board and organising team as well as the 

2018 sponsors, which include Validus, CCS, Deloitte, 

W&W/Connectech, Renre, Argo, ACT, Ptix, and LinkBermuda. 

 



 

Through a unified approach to ICT career development, the TLF’s 

internship programme is actively cultivating student interest in 

technology. It is addressing the talent shortfall that is frustrating the 

Island’s businesses and employers and is continuously developing world-

class talent right here in Bermuda.  

 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker. 

 


