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Mr. Speaker, Bermudians are again getting ready for the 

music, parades, parties, and pageantry of Bermuda Heroes 

Weekend Carnival; a cultural and colourful spectacle that has 

become, in just a few short years, one of our island’s most 

significant events. 

 

Among the international carnival-going Travel Market, report 

that Bermuda’s Carnival is the becoming most talked about, the 

most diverse and in 2017 became ‘One to Watch’.  Our annual 

exposure to young, dynamic travelers, creates repeat visitors; in 

a manner unseen since the days of College Weeks.  

 

Bermuda Heroes Weekend Carnival is owned by BHW Ltd.; and 

is run by a team of volunteers led by Mr. Jason Sukdeo.  That 

team is to be commended for literally ‘building something from 

nothing’ and this year, even tourists from China are making the 

journey to Bermuda to experience and enjoy the ‘World’s 

Fastest Growing Carnival!’ 

 

Mr. Speaker, as all of the Carnival events are very Social 

Media Friendly or ‘Instagrammable’, when the colour, energy, 

and motion of Carnival is added to the natural beauty of 

Bermuda and the warmth and beauty of our People; interest in 
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Bermuda’s tourism, cultural, and natural assets can only grow 

stronger and stronger.  Therefore, I am proud to announce that 

the Government has partnered with BHW Ltd. in order to 

deliver another Bermuda Heroes Weekend Carnival in 2018.  

 

Bermuda Carnival has been deemed a Signature Event by the 

BTA and its growing significance to Bermuda’s Tourism 

Product is actively encouraged by the Government.  Accordingly 

the Government is today announcing sponsorship of Heroes 

Weekend Carnival of $250,000.  

 

Mr. Speaker, this dynamic new partnership will ensure that 

Heroes’ Weekend Carnival is sustained long into the future and 

will be cemented onto Bermuda’s Social and Cultural calendar. 

Under the Agreement, the Government will provide the human 

and financial resources to ensure a solid foundation that 

underpins the Event’s operations; while the leadership of BHW 

Ltd. continues to execute their unprecedented and hugely 

successful promotional, logistic, and organizational operation. 

 

With the Government securing the base, and BHW doing what 

it does best,  Bermuda Carnival will continue to ‘mas’ from 

strength to strength.” 
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The Ministry has analyzed both the Return on Investment, and 

the Economic Impact associated with sponsoring the 2018 

Carnival, and we anticipate that on both criteria, the investment 

will produce tangible and intangible benefits far greater than 

the amount invested. 

 

For example Mr. Speaker, from the 2017 BTA Year-in-Review 

it stated that the Bermuda Heroes Weekend (BHW) – which 

was held from 16-19 June 2017 – was a resounding success 

based on visitor feedback.  The final visitor numbers reached 

686, while monitoring throughout the weekend showed more 

participants at each of the scheduled events, more spectators 

lining the streets of the parade – and more revelers out for the 

raft-up celebration than ever before.  

 

The images and footage shared on social media, websites and 

blogs by visiting artists, journalists and guests provided 

Bermuda with heightened exposure on various channels 

targeting a younger demographic.  Feedback on this year’s 

event indicates BHW’s continual product enhancement has 

made Bermuda a must-go destination among carnival 

enthusiasts and adventure seekers. 

 

Visitor Arrival Stats for BHW show:  

1. 172 in 2015 
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2. 560 in 2016 – up 225% 

3. 736 in 2017 – up 32% 

 

Mr. Speaker, we continue to break the image of Bermuda as a 

destination only for the “newlywed or nearly dead.”  Our visitor 

numbers show we are attracting younger, more diverse visitors 

to our shores – and the buzz about Bermuda continues to grow. 

 

In closing Mr. Speaker, we wish BHW Ltd. good luck over the 

next week, and we trust that everyone attending, whether local 

or visiting, will have a safe, fun, “Bermudaful” experience. 

 

Thank you Mr. Speaker!  

 


