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Mr. Speaker, over the past two weeks the Royal Bermuda Regiment 

(RBR) has been training its second recruit intake of 2018.  This is the first 

time the Regiment has run two recruit intakes in a calendar year and 

demonstrates that the RBR is willing and able to adapt to an environment 

that is changing. As such, I wish to provide this Honourable House with 

an update.  

Mr. Speaker, 23 people volunteered to serve our country and join the 

July recruit class.  Of these, eight were women and three were non-

Bermudian. This second recruit camp brings the recruit intake for 2018 to 

65 soldiers, which compares to 60 in 2017 and 65 in 2016. 

It should be noted that five recruits were recruited through the Junior 

Bandsman Program, a program that allows student musicians to practice 

and perform with the RBR band and receive compensation.  The Band has 

conducted numerous engagements with schools to support this initiative. 

Mr. Speaker, this RBR cohort’s conversion to military life is like no other 

before it. Recruits have been given more time to undergo less training in 

order to attain a higher standard.  Training has being assessed by the 



training team and validated by recruits on an ongoing basis.  More time 

has been dedicated at the start of recruit training to teach the RBR’s values 

and standards, its equality and diversity policy, service complaint and 

disciplinary processes, as well as terms and conditions of service so that 

soldiers are well aware of the expectations of them and their fellow 

soldiers.   

Mr. Speaker, in consultation with the Ministry of National Security and 

Government House, the next twelve months will see great changes at the 

Royal Bermuda Regiment: The Regiment will restructure and train so that 

it better delivers operational effect in assisting the Civil Authority, in the 

area of Humanitarian Aid and Disaster Relief, and in the Maritime 

Domain; it will work more closely with its partners in Bermuda and 

overseas to ensure interoperability;  and it will increase its investment in 

the training and education of its soldiers so that as their capability 

increases so will the capability of the Regiment.  This recruit class, the 

men and women of the Regiment, and the people of Bermuda will be the 

beneficiaries of these changes. 

Thank you, Mr. Speaker!  


